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CoGopHa a3BiHMUs BHOWAA OAMHAUATY. Byau-
ui nosixaaM 103aMMKaHMMH CTOPaMH KpPaMHHIb.
JIIOACbKMA ByJIHMK JagHBCA Ha Hidu. CMOPOXHINMMH
BYAHUSMH AiJIOBHTOK MpPHCMILIEHO XOAOK MpPOXO-
AMJH NPEACTaBHHKH JOMAIUHLOrO OFHHLIAa 3 NOBAX-
HUMH OGAMuysiMu Ta 3ropOGJaeHMMH nocraBaMu. Ta
NOpYY HHX JerKHM KDPOKOM i BECeNMMH BOTHHKAMM
UMrapoK 3asHauyyBaaW CBOI0 Oe3XYpHicTb ,,MOJA0Ai“.

Jo ocraurix mMa6GyTb HaJexaiau ABa mTaGoBi
CTapIlUHHH 3 BiX3HaKaMH COTHHMKa Ta mopyuHHka. Ocb
BOHH HAYTb IKOCb TaK 3HEBaXJIHBO, MOBJAB: ,,IOCMi-
€MO... Halue Big Hac He BTeye“. HanpsM ixHbOi X0
BHSIBAAE€ 30BCiM BHpa3Hy TeHZeHuilo B Gix ,Imne-
pisamo“.

— YBaxait, ApceHe! — BeceJO- cKasaB crap-
wui. — He nigsenu!.. He nocopomu Mapku wTady...
Tu me cBixuit mraboBeupb... He OGCTPiIASHHMA...

YopHi oui cnamaxHyJau:

~— Biitca Bora, [lerpe: s KilbKaHausts Micauis
6ys Ha ¢pouTi, a TH Kaxem — He O6CTpinAAHMi!..

— Xa-xa-xa-xal — mupo 3acmisiBc crapuit
TOBAapHII, aX COHHHA Bi3HWK CTPENEHYBCH Ha CBOMY
cigani. — Binpasy BuaHo, wo TH, GpaTiky, 3eacHu ...
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Takox 3HaioB aprymeHtdH! TyT BOroHp uie crpa-
WHiWKH, K Ha poHTi... Yeka#... ocb nobaumil, sK
crpinsie ouuma Jlioci a6o Kerri... ax y nsarax BiA-
yyeul...

Ha6auxanucs no 6apy.

Hiuni Tini BenM cMiauBiw aTaku Ha BYJIHYHI
AiXTapHi, WO BiACTPiMOBaNHCA MEPEXTIMBHM Npo-
MiuHaM. IM nomaras ,,IMnepisab* cHomamu Beceaoro
cBiT/Ia, L0 MJMJAM BiJ LWIKPOKHX BiKOH Ta 3 po3Ma-
XOM BigUMHIOBaHHX JBepeH.

Osepi BiguuHAAMcA mIOpa3 yacTille,

Fnaako BHMOILEHHM MiXi3JOM, NPHKPAILIEHHM
rapHMMM KJAboMOGamu, mMiAKOYyBaJHCA aBTa, IO-
BO3H; 3 HHX BHCilaiH naHi Ta nMaHOBe, CTapi Ta
MoJoAWi, LHBiAbHI Ta BificbkoBi — Bigpa3y nona-
JAaloYd y PO3rOpHeHi pamMeHa CMOKYCAMBHX JBepe.
Tinbku BUNAAKOBI NMPOXOXi, WO iM ,,06cTaBHHU" He
AO3BOJSIM BCTYMMTH A0 ,Immepismo“, nosuparn
3a3JpuM OKOM Ha 3aBicy 3auapoBaHOro caity. ,3
XKupy GicATbCA... He MalTh Ae rpoiei mogitul.”“ —
CMJIIOHYB 3 TNepecepAsM fKWUACh NOBaxKHHH 0aTbKO
POAMHH i NpUCMILIKB XOXH.

— Tu HepaBHO 3 noas, — nosuyaB [letpo —
mabyTb BiZABMK BiJg TOBapHCbKHX (popm. Tox rasnu,
ApceHe: He NMOKa3y# BEJIHKOro 3aXOMJNEHHS YU 31H-
ByBaHHs. B3arazni He BusBJAffi BHpa3HO CBOIX Nouy-
Baub. Tpoxu 3aropuucs Yaitiba-TapoabaoBum naa-
mem...

— Ta Bxe 3 Te6e 6yay npukaan 6patu, — Hi-
64 HeBaoBOJeHO 6ypmotis Apcen; — IloBuaew, fiK
riMHasucra...
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ApceH y Aywi nouypBas UiKaBicTb i Jerky Tpe-
my. Llle rimHasucToMm 3axomuJia HOro cBiTOBa BiliHa.
3 psiaiB 3anacoBOro MOJIKY KHHyJa HUM JIO odiuep-
CbKOi WKOAH. 3BiATH Ha MiBJAeHHO-3aXiaHil (PPOHT,
nani — GeanocepeaHbo MO CBiTOBiH BifiHi — BilHa
3 MOCKaasiMH, PiXHi YKpaiHCbKi YacTHHH, NMOYHHa-
JOYH BiJ MOBCTAaHCbKHMX 3aroHiB. I no KiJbKaHaUATbOX
Micauax MapuwiB, O60iB, OKOmMiB, HiuJdiriB mo Ciab-
CbKHMX XaTaxX, MO JOBrHX MiCAUSIX TiNIECHOro BHCHa-
JKEHHSI Ta JAYXOBOTO Halpy)XeHHs — Monas BiH A0
wrady apmii. Tenep BiH mae cBixy G6iIHM3HY, 3X0pO-
‘BUit COH i mpuBaGu Gimbworo Micta.

Sl raiiBOPOHHA Ha KHHEHY KicTKy, Tak 3 ycCiX
\C'r'opiﬂ KeabHepH y (ppakax KHHYJIMCS HasyCcTpiy MoO-
JIOAMM TOCTSIM. _

— A! nae cothuky! [lpocumo Oamkue! —
"KJAAHSHCS.

— INoBaxanus, luaHoBHa GpaTie! — BCMixaBcs
Tlerpo: — CboroaHi koao Hac Xopx i Tpy6aitro...
Jlsa KeJbHepH BHCTYNHJAH Hanepex i BKJO-

HUJIHCA. )

— A ue — noka3aB COTHHK Ha ApceHa — Mii
toBapuw i apyr. [Tpowy fioro waHysaTH TaK, sK
i meHe...

Xopx i Tpydaino B3saH Bix BiiCBKOBMX LIH-
HeJi, KalUKEeTH, CTeKH.

~ Tocri BeifiiaM X0 cani; 3a HUMH B NPHCTOMRHIA
BiAfadi KeJbHEpPH.

Iletpo Ta ApceH nepepanu: 3araJbHWUi NOKJAIH
“TOBapHCTBY i BHOpaau co6i CcTOAHK HAanpOTH CUEHH
T BEJUKOIO JAATaHiEl0.
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— TloxHuwo ABi YapKH KOHAKY i UHTPHHA —
KomaHAayBaB [letpo: — HakpuTTst Ha YOTHPH OCOOH...

— Cayxaemo! — KeJbHEpH KHHYJHCA BHKOHY-
BATH AOPVUEHHS. .

ApceH OrasiHyB siCKpaBo OcBiTieHy cano. Ha-
TpOoTH HUX GyJa cueHa 3i CNYIIEHOIO 3aBiCOI0, Ha&
sKili Amop npucrpacHo uiayBas Ilcuxe. Ilepen cue-
HOI0 Ha caji MicTHJacsi caJbOHOBAa JAaMCbKa oOpXe-
crpa. Ha crinax — MaalOHKH, roGeniHH, CBiYHHKH.
Biasi- cTiH — CTOMMKH, KpiceJKa, Ba3OHKOBi KBiTH.
INocepeanHi cani BeJdHKa, rapHa nNajabMa-AsiTaHisfl.

SIk MyXH KiCTKY UYKpY, Tak rocti nooGcizanu
zeaki croauku. Cmix i Jerkuil ramip HanmoOBHAJAM MO-
BiTpsi, Ae 3 maxoutamMH nepdym 3marajaucs Kayom
TIOTIOHOBOI'O JIUMY. )

Bix opxectpu Bigainuaaca MoJOAa, TrapHa,
CHJBHO NigMaJbOBaHa KiHKa i miZiua npocro a0
CTapLUHH. '

— A, SImb0! 3npopoB! [aBHo . TcGe He OGauuaa
— ycmixanacs 30g0THMH 3y6amu Tletposi. ’

— Llpomaio 6y3si0... — npuBiTaBcsi 3 Hewo [le-
tpo: — Cinait, Jlioci, 6yabp snacka 3 HaMH... Ara... BH
He 3HailioMmi? Mift apyr ApceH — MOs TNpPHSITENbKa:

Jhoci.

ApceH J3eNeHbKHYB OCTpPOraMH i noui:lys_aﬁ
PyKy CBixiH 3HaHOMil.

— Tu BXe cmiBaaa, Jlioci?

— Yxe...

— llIkoxa, mo He uyB... 1 Te6e sasciau 3 Ta-
KOI0 NMPHEMHICTIO CJAyXalo...

ApPTHCTKa 3aZi0BOJIEHO BCMiXHyJacsl.
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— [las tede, SImGo, Gyny Xoudu i A0 paHKy
cniBaTH... )

— JlaKy10... TH fo0pa AiBUMHKA...

Tumyacom Tpy6aiiao poscraBass nocyx, Xopx:
NPHHIC KOHSK. :

— A Tn, Jlioci, yoro xouyell Ha MOYaTOK: KO--
HAKY UM Jikepy?

— Ta BKe KOJW PiBHOMPABCTBO TO PiBHOMpaB-
‘CTBO: Hexaii Gyjae KoHsaK!

— llle asa kowsku! — ryknvs [letpo 1o
Xopxa: — A Ttenep uua Gyjae TOuka?

— Tenep cniae Kerri!

— Hy, Apcene, nosip! Kerri — Kxackaaua cmi-~
Bauka, BOrOHb... Tpumaiics!

ApceH, IO AOCi MOBYaB i HiAKOBO KypHB nari-
POCKY — TIOYCPBOHIB i MO-AMTAYOMY YCMiXHYBCH.
Bin xazi6HO AMBHMBCS Ha NMPHEMHE JHUYKO KabapeTo--
BOi apTucTku, wo Oyna 3ausita Simoom-Tlerpom: nix-
cmixazacs, ,,poGuaa. ouko“, KokeryBania, SKOH MpoO--
JOB:KYyBaJjJa CBOIO €CTPajOBy POJIO.

3arpana My3HKa.

Bypxavea MeAbOAiA PaNTOM CKOJIIXHYJAa CHO~:
KifiHuM niecoM cani. 3acoBraamca Kpicaa, IK KOJOC--
KH XXHTa N NOAYBOM BiTepusi, 3aBOPYLIHAHCA [O--
-JIOBH, HAXMJASIIOUHCA B CTOPOHY CLEHH. MYXYMHH Ty-
‘CaKaMH BHMTAraAM WHI, AaMM HAaCTaBJsIH JAbOPHETH.
‘A Ha BCiX 06JHYYAX — yCMilIKa, MigXMejneHa alb--
"“KOTOJIEM i NAHKHM TaHLEM.

Mauim! Bakxiuau#éi TaHeup!

Tlinnecnacs 3apica. Ha cueHy MeTeaumkom BH-
nypxuyja 3040Ta GAbOHAMHKA 3 TOJAyOGHMM OuMMa..
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Jexto Ha caai 3anaeckaB y AoaoHi. Po6ieno-
COJIOAKOI0 MiHOIO BCMixatacs JiBYMHa i 3aJ0BoJe-
HO OorJasizajia caJio.

Ta ocb ii Ge3:xypHO-Oaitayxui norasg 3ycTpis
He3HaHi Tit yopHi oui. ,[llo we 3a ricte?“ — HemoOB
6u crpenenyaaca. Ha XBHAMHKY CTajJo it MJOCHO,
nicas 4Oro NPHEMHO, Haue Ha rOMAaHUi, KOJAM KO-
ILMYOK Cnajae BHH3; AyX CNHpae, cepue Hi6H nepe-
crae GHTHCS, WOCh COJOAKO JOockoye MNaeyi. TaH-
UloBaTH W10-BeYopa Aaa Oaifify)KHX, 30BCiM HewLika-
BHX 0Ci6 — ocroruano. Tak uacTO lIyKajda BOHa
.OyHMa nepex cobOI0 KOrocb, XTO PiXKHMBCH O BiJ
niei Macu MmauekiHis. Uum BiH Mir OM piKHMTHCA?
— caMa He 3Haxa. | He Bipuaa, WO 3_TaKoi BUTEepTOI
ectrpaau Gapy — BHTepTOi, Haue 4oJa Ta Aywi Hiy-
HUX KaBapHAHMX [rOCTeii — BOHa Moraa 6 HalTH
‘IKyCb JIOAMHY... AX, fika ne Oyaa HaiBHa, Ge3HaXiif-
Ha mpisn! Tpeba Oyno BcMixaTHca A0 BCiX OXHAKOBO
— i no rieil cBoei HaiBHOI Mmpii... Ocroruamno...

A npore BOHa sikocb 3ibrajacsl, cTpeneHyJqaacs
i Big moBroro vyacy Bnepuie mnouyaa SKyCb OXOTY
TaHUIOBATH, TapHO 3aTaHLIOBaTH, 3pOGHUTH BPaXiHHS.

Yac OyB yxxe moyuHaTH, 60 MysHKa He TiJbKH
[pHnpoluyBaJa, .a Bxe BHMarajia pyxy.

I Harno i rHyuke TinO BiAipBajocs Bix migJo-
rH i MOYaJo KPYXKJAATH. Y 3BHualHi PYXH BOHa BKJa-
_Aa/a MHMOBOJIi TPOXM HiXXHOCTH, GaKaHHs BiZOpBa-
“THCA Bij 3emJai. 3BuuaiHo 1i GaseToBuit OAAr AOMNO-
MaraB il nepegaBaTH AKO MOra CHJbHille 3MHCIO-
BiCTb, BiAKpHWBaTH npHBaGJHBiCTH CBOro Tila ~— Te-
nep BOHa poduaa 3ycHAs, OO BH3BOJMTHCH BiX
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TOi TinecHO! 3MHCAOBOCTH, fika 3Bsi3yBaja ii 3 ii He-
CTepnHMM OOOBA3SKOM — JIOCKOTaTH HH3bKi INpH-
CTPaCTH UYXHX JIOXEH.

3aaBaaoch it Ha MHTb, IO My3uka Ma€ B COOi
onfAHAMBicTL 11 BJAaCHOi KPOBH TNepeMiHEHOi B
OTpYyTY... '

3 unanis BiAKpHTOI Try6ol0 i MacHHMH OuYHMa
‘BNAAHJINCA OYi SIKOICh JAMCOI rOJIOBH B ii CMOKYCHHBI
.CTerHa, B JejBe MPHUKPHTi OMHCKyYMMH KpyXKaJabus-
Mu rpyau. BoHa 6Gaunaa, ik CMaKOBMTO MiAcMixaia-
.Ci fIKaCcb NOTBOPa, NPHUMOKYIOYH SI3UKOM, KOJH ii
KOpPOTeHbKa CNiJHMYKa Jerkoi KHTaHCbKOIO mnapa-
CONBbKOK MigHOCHJAcs Bropy, BiAkpuBaioyu 3Bab.aH-
Be .TiJoO.

Ha uiny camo 3anyHaB NpPHEMHHH, CHJAbHUH
roxaoc: _
Maviwe — uyoosuii Taneyd,

Manurv i epie,
[Tpusis iiozo ecnaneyy,
Moei wpii!

Focti mixcnisyBaau, npHCTyKyBaiau HOraMu J0
NiAJOTH, YA PyKaMH 4O MapMypoOBHX CTOAHKiB. COH-
Hi o4i BHOAMCKYBalM, BHKDHBJEHi YCTa MHMOXITb
CKAamanucs B ycMimKky. HeBuAHI HUTKH JYYHIH ca-
JIO 3i CLUEHOI0 B OAHY rpomaay. Yu cnpasai Ha camo
-cnauBas Gaoix i3 KiHYHKIB NaabLiB TOI AiBYHMHH, MO
3 pPO3NpPOCTEPTHMH, AK KPHJIA y JieTi, pyKamH, npo-
OyBana BTPHMaTHCS y MOBiTpi?

Ta 3a koxHMM pasoM, KOJH Ha OAHICbKY MMTh
HacTpiit crabwas Ha cani, AiBUMHA Mycina 3ymHHM-
THCb, OO #ioro po3bypxaTH HOBOK CTPOGOIO:

TULA-online.org
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Maviwa ranyosaaa

A 3 xun? — wne 6 2adui
ITaxnancore nonusaaa
Y cenaparyi...

TaHeyHHUss JEMOHCTPyBajJa Ty He3BHYaHHY
nexuilo y ,wam6p-cenape”. o

IMy6auka a06utb ABO3HauHi xectH. Kpicaa
HEpBOBO COBraJuch, uyTH OyJO CMiAMBi XapTH CTap-
wux AaoGpoxiis, wo nignaby3HoBalucbr A0 CBOIX
Mo.'xozmx CycCintoK.

ApceH nizmasaBca HacTpoeBi. Kousik po6m;
CBOE — MOMaraB 3a KOXHOI0 HOBOI uapkolo. Ap-
CeH CTEXXHB 32 MOPYXaMH 3BMHHOrO Tifla, He 3HaB,
YH Le TiNIbKM MeXaHiyHi CyZOpOrH, YH MHCTELTBO,
3a AKHM CKPHMBAE€ThCS JKHBa JIOJHHA. ‘

SIm6o BizipBaB morasiy Bix CBOEI MapTHEPKH,
MOBEPHYBCSI A0 CLUEHH i THXO CBHCHYB:

— Oro! Bpaso, Kerri... 6paBo, maxnal..

A Ta HemoB OH JaJi OnoBiZaja OCTaHHIO JXil0
CBO€EI Tparezii:

Az, noxno, yaxo; Maxo,
A waio opany:

3a 00Ny niv i3 Mene
3pobuau dany!

Focti  xpuyaau ,,6paBo“, CTyKaAH B TapiJkH
i WIKJAAHKH, TYNOTiJH HOramH.

Kerti xaanaaaca Ha Bci croponu. Ii oui Heca-
MOXiTb 3BEpPHYJAMCA A0 CTOJNMKA, Je CHAIB PyMAHHH
I0HaK 3 yopHHMH ouuMa. Ti oui Tarau ii Ko cebe, ui-
KaBHJAH CBOiM AMBHHM CYNOKOEM, IO TaHyBaB Hax
yCMiXOM™ i BeceIMM HAaCTPOEM MOJOAOrO CTapIUHHH.

TULA-online.org
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3asica Bmaaa.

Ha caai xpasiwe 3adiraau xeabHepH. Bucrpi-
JIOBAAH KOPKHM, A3BOHHAM 4Yapku. ['OMiH 3pOCTaB,
aKGu BCi Ha caJi WOfHO Tenep npHragaiau coGi, wo
BBeChb JE€Hb Hi4Oro He NHIH.

lNetpo niznic naieub Bropy- INinckouus Tpy-
6aitno. [lerpo HanucaB LWOCh Ha BisuriBUi, noxas il
KeJbHepOBi i Lie LIOCh WENMHYB HOMY Ha BYXO; TOM
eJSICTHYHO JSIBIPYIOYH MOMiK CTOJMKaM1  SK KiT
NPOLUMHIHYBCSI 11032 CLEHY.

[lerpo 3HOBY AaB 3HaK. [TuTalHHKOM 3irHyBCR
Xopx:

— OcsaTep 3 MaiOHE30M...

— Pas...

— Kornern ne-Boasit...

— JlBa...

— CmaxeHi KypilKH...

— Tpu...

— [Hecep...

— YorupH...

— YopHa kaBa...

— [ars...

— 3yOpiBKa, KOHfIK, 6eHeJHKTHHKA... HA YOTH-
pH OCOOH... Aze XBaBo!

— Cayxaio, naHe COTHHKY!

— Yekai ‘e, — 3ynuuuaa KeabHepa Jlioci py-
XOM pyku: — A npo Mmese, SImGo, TH Bxke it 3aGys!
— 3 JOKOpOM rasiiyna Ha [lerpa.

— A mo Taxke, AUTHHO?..

— 3alyB y:xe mpo ManeHbKi 3abaraHku TBOEI
Jlioci?..

TULA-online.org
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— Ara... 3aM0B co0i caMa... TH Kpalle 3Haell.

— Hexaii Oyne i Tak, — 3iaAxHyJa yAaBaHO BO-
Ha: — Orke cayxa#t, M opxe: kasiapy, ycTpuui
i naswky samopoxesoro ,Pemepepa“..

Kerri cuaina 3a To# uwac y cBoiit rapaepoGi i
npoGyBana 3aatu cob6i cnpaBby i3 cBOro mepworo
Bpaxiuusa. Kinbko BOHa Bke Gaumaa THX CTapuiMH?
UYu MoxHa AOBipATH nepuiomy norasnosi? Llo Ta-
Ke oui? — moBa aywi?! He iit nosropsaru ui ¢pasu!

Auxe iit 6ys0 6 WikaBO MO3HAHOMHTHCA OaHKue
3 TMM HOBMM IOHakOM. Moraa 64 nonpocry NigiATH
Ro Jhioci — Ha Heil i Tak uekae $Im60 3 ii npusaTe’ab-
Koto... Hi, cama He mige. Hexaii He zymaioTh, 0 pO-
6uth Ue 3i 3BHUKH, mnpoeciiHOl = OCOpYKHOL
3BHYKH...

Ii aymku nepeGuB KeJbHep.

— IMan $IM60 XOTiB MeHe GauMTHP — CTPYCHY-
72 30JIOTHCTHMH Ky4epHKaMH.

— A T4 yoro, Cnokyco, TaKk JAOBro Aaia Ha
ceGe yekatTu? — npuBuTaB ii [lerpo.

— Mycina-x s nepebpaTHcsi, He MOrJja-X TaK
npocro, 3i cueHH Ao.. Te6e? 3a GaraTo 8a3APiCHHX
Ha caai! — 3axapTyBala. — A TH rajaell, 1o TH B
NoJKy, A€ MOXell HaKasyBaTH.

— Hy, BXe He CBapHCsi... MPOCHMO XO TYPTY...
Lle miit apyr ApceH... ITopyuaio itoro TBOi#t -omiui.

— Tlopyunuk Bypxo — mnouepBOHiB ApcCeH.

— Jlyxe NpHEMHO, — BOHa nojaia ApCeHOBi
PYKy, Ky BiH 2aTpMMaB Ha MHTb JAOBLUE, Hi)X NMOBH-
HeH 6OM mpH nepluii 3HaHOMOCTH.
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— A¥#, Jerme! — KpHKHyJa apTHCTKa. — ...
caaba icrora. .

Apcen iwe Ginblle NOYEPBOHIB i 36eHTeXHBCH.

Kerti aykaBo ycMmixHymaacs.

— $IM60, — Gayy — xoue, 06 # Bac CbOrOAHI
6asuaa. Uu BaM TaK CTpalleHHe HYAHO, YH BH CaMH
He BMi€Te GaBHTHChH?

— | HyaHo... i He BMilo. §l piako 6yBaio B Ta-
KHX.. — He 3HaB: YH Ma€ cKasaTH ,Kade-wanran“
— ...y TOBapHcTBi. MeHi 3xa€TbCs, WO Ue s NMOBHHEH
64 Bac 6aBHTH, TakHH OOGOBSI30K MYXUHHH... AJxe:
6irme He BMil0... O, xoTiB 64 BaM CKa3aTH KOMIJIi--
MEHT, 1[0 BH TaHLUIOETe 3 Ayllel0, aje — —

BiH nouepBOHIB y)Ke Ha Wiay WOKY i HecMiau-
BO 3YMHHHBCA Ha Hii CBOIM rapHHM, YODHMM OKOM..
OunsrHeHa B canbOHOBY OGJiakuWTHY cykHi0 Kerrti BH-
rasjgana CBixO, iHTeJdireHTHO. ApCeH 3AUBYBaBCSH,.
IO BOHA Taka MoJoAa 306iau3bka, 06e3 3MOpLIOK
ZoBkoJa oueit i ycr. Ilyapa Ta mmiHka = ckopime-
WKOAHAK TH, HiX momaraJy.

A B il cMinHBiM, WITYy4YHO-3yXBaJiM norasii 3a-
CBiTHAHCA fIKichb MsArKi, HiXHi BOrHWku. Haue Kpiss-
FTYCTHH CepnaHOK YOPHHX JHCTOMAaZOBHX XMap npo-
Aepcsi KJanTHK TpaBHeBOoro Oaakuty. Kapmin 3 ycr
NEepPeKHHYBCA Ha W(iYKH. 3iAXaHHAM NPUrAyIUHAA Yy-:
XKe i 3BOPYWIEHHS <— YH X JHYHTh BOHO MIAHCO--
Hetii? [IpHTHILIEHHM TOJOCOM NOKBaNHO NiAXONHAA:

— Lo x?.. mocrapalocs Bac POSBECENHTH....
BaBuTu rocreit — ue Ham 060BA30K...

7 A uYoro MH Tyt OyAeMO TaK HaTSATHEHO CH-
Aitu? la, nramensara? AHy, raijga, A0 3aTHILIHOroO-
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rHisgeuka! — rykuys Ilerpo i miauic pyky: — Tpy-
-6aiiie, NMPUroTyiiTe KalOTy NiX YeTBEPTHM i yBechb
Garaxx nepeHecitb TYAH...

— Cayxaio! _

3a KilbKa XBHJIMH TOBApHCTBO BMTiZHO PO3Mi-
«CTHJIOCS B OKpeMim kabiHeTi 3 NMPHTEMHEHHM poOXe-
BUM CBiTaOM. Ha cToJi nosrasancsa cMayHi 3aKycKH:
Manone3, Kapifip, ycTpuui. ¥ Ba3i 3 JbOJOM CTOfB
1LaMIIaH. :

— AHy, MiTH, KOXHa XBHJIHHa, U0 MHHae 0e3

npaui, BTpayeHa — KOMﬂH}IYBaB I'lc'rpo — 3a Hauwe
napy6oubke!
Bunuad — 40.10BikM 3yOpiBKH, MaMH KOHSAKY.

ApceH uyB, sik HOro OOGropTaloTbh fIKiCh TemJi
xBuai. CraBajo npuemHo, 6esaxypHo, He TpeGa Oy-
A0 AyMatH. KowmmapHHM CHOM 34aBaloCs, MHHyJAa
nox—leslpxa Ha (poHTi: BiH HaBiTb He ysBJASAB OO,
U0 Ha CBiTi MOXYTb 6yTh Taki rapsi peui, K ot Ta
My3HKa, 110 NMOpHBaE 3a co0OI0 JAIOAHHY B CBIiT Aa-
JeKHid Bifi XiHCHOCTH, Ti HAMUTKH, L0 HAPKOTH3YIOTb
"HepBH, Ti MOJOZAL XiHKHM, 1O XOBaloTh y COGi mpu-
:Ba6AMBY, CONOAKY TaeMHHmio. XTO Moraa 6yTu 30-
JoTtaBa OMbOHAMHKA 3i COKOBHTHMH YCTaMM Ta 3HajA-
JHBHUMH (pOpMaMu?

— ToBapuuwi! — xaprisauso nouana Jloci: —
A 3HaeTe, y Hac He BCe rapas.u.'_.. Hema nosHOi rap-
MOHll

— Slkoi TOGi we rapMOHii . 'rpeﬁa? — Kpnqaa
[leTpo — Maeilu OPXeCTPy, IUAMMNAH, Halle TOBApH-
.cTBO!
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— Mu Bci ,xpemeni“: ,5Im60“, ,Cnokyca®,
,Conoaka“. A ueii Haw HOBMit TOBapHul — TOra-
#uH. Tpeda iioro ,,oxpecTHTH” i AatM sikecb rapHe
iMsi Ha CMOMHH Hawoi 3ycTpivi.

— TapHa aymka! A nmicas ubOro Moxe BHAEMO
6pyaepmadpt! — nixxomuaa Kerri. — Koaum ocwi-
JAUTHCSA... A MOKHILO — —

BoHa MOTOpPHO HaJWJa JBi YapKH lIaMmaHa.

— Amny, Jlioci, cnoyaTky BH OGHABOE..._

HearpaGHo, po3auBalOyd BHHO, ApPCEH BHUMHB
yapKy (CXpecTMBIUM PyKM 3 LIAHCOHETKON), MOTiM
TODKHYBCSI ycraMH Juus Jlioci.

— bpaso! Bpaso! Axne HAll MPHATEAb WiayBa-

THCH e He Bmie€! — mueckana B KoJoHi KerTi.
— Bin 3xaeTbcst i He 3Hae e, IO TaKe XKiH-
Ka — wendys i# Ilerpo: — Mycum HOro npocBiTH-

TH, Kerri... Xnoneup rapumii? I'a?
— YKoBTOA310GHK... HEMOBJIS...

— Ocb i ima! — nigxonuaa Jhioci: — ITan Ap-
.CeH Oyne HasuBaTHCA ,,)KoBTOA3:06MK"!

— JKosTrox3w6uk! 2KoBTOx3106MK! — BHIyK-
HYJH BCi.

— Hy, Tenep 3 neio Gpynepmadr! — koman-

aveas [leTpo, Ha/IMBalOYH YapKH.

, Kerti BxXe omaHyBala CBif  CEeHTHMEHTaJbHHI
HacTpiit. Bona Gauuna nepex co6oio rapHoro rocrs,
SIKAA T# NOjoGaBcst i fIKOMY BOHA, 3Ja€TbCA, NMPH-
Tana n0 cepus. 3aBTpa BiH MaGyTh lueane 3 ii ouet
i He 3HaTH, UM NOBEPHETbCH... 3aTe CbOTOAHI BiH 3
Hel: NJAWKH TOBHi, MOJYMHCKH NOBHi.. — Hexait

2

TULA-online.org



18

JKMBe 30JIOTHH MeHT! — XOTija KPHKHYTH, aje 3a-
BoJojliia co6oI0.

Cxpewytoun pyku 3 ApceHowm, Kerri HaBMuCHE
NpUTHCHyJacsi A0 HOro pameHu CBOIMM IpPYyAbMH
i AayxaBo CTeXuJa 3a THM, SIK XJOMEUb MiHMBCA Ha
06Januyi.

Koau Bunuad BuHO, KeTrTi Ha OJHYy MHTH
BcMOKTaJsacst ApcéHosi B ycra. Bin cxonus ii 32 cTaH
i HEeMOB JAMTHMHY MijHiC y NOBiTpPH.

— Hy, ue B nporpamy He BXOAHMTb... TH... BeA-
Mmenio! — BiabuBasacs BOHa, Xo4 i He Ayxe 60po-
HHJIaCsl. ‘

— A TH CHJAbHMH.. HEHMOBIpHO CMJAbHHH, —
CKa3aja HOMY, KOJIH TOH ONyCTHB ii Ha 3eMJIO.

Llnpo, mo-AMTAYOMY BCMiXaloyMcb, ApceH no-
SICHMB: 7

" — Sk 3a BiXKH MOTArHY, TO KiHb cTae AyOa...
AHy, HOTOpKHHCH, ki maio Giuenc...

Bin 3irHyB y Jikti pyky i HanHsB masu. Kerti
JOTOpPKHYyJlacs AO PaMEeHH. . )

— 3aai30... cnpaBXHe 3ali30.. Sk TH OGifi-
Ma€ul, AyX CNHpae...

A NPHXKMypPHJA OYi, KOJH 3aAMPKyBaTO TPycC-
HyJla Ky4YepsiMH: -

— Ta Xro 3Hae, yu Us pyka He Miunima, —
npocrardyna iHomy cBow: — TH... 2KoBroxsiobel..

— JliByaTta, a XTO 3 Bac ,TYT rpa€ poJio rocno-
JAHHI? AHBITHCHA, YapKH NMOPOXKHi — 3aBBaXxuB SIMGO.

— Mu o6upgBi... 32 4eproi...

[Toyanu 3HOBY NHTH.

Jlioci 3acniBaaa: -
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Lleli y Aysi wepeona xaaune
Mozuausacs —

Yozocy maua caasha Yxpaina
3axcypuiaca’...

[eTpo, WO CnNOYaTKy CJAyXaB MiCHi 3 omyIue-
HOIO TOJOBOIO, AKOChb CTpeneHyBCs, Jerko CTYKHYB
pyKO0 MO CcTOAi i lIEPCTKMM TOJOCOM TepepBas
cmiB: )

— Jlioci, 3anmwm! ITarpioTHYHMM TNicHAM He
micle TyT... po3ymiew?

[llaHCOHeTKa HiIKOBO i 3AHMBOBAHO TIJAAHYJAA
Ha HbOrO.

— He cepaucs, 5Im60... f-x XoTinra 3pOGHTH
TOOI NMPHEMHICTb...

— Hy, To cmaam moch i3 cBoro penepryapy
aas wypis i3 3aniaas. Hami nichi MoxHna cnisaTh
Ha cTeny, y modi, Ha (POHTi...

Kerti sAKOCb HepBOBO 3JIPHrHYyJacs:

— A cnpaBji, sIKOCb MaTPiOTHYHA 60€Ba MicHS
He JMYHTL Kadaperosi.. Tam cCTinbku Aywi, cepus,
npaBAHBOI JMIO60BH.. a MH...

ApceHOBi 3xaBanocs, WO ,Haue 6 AKach TiHb
Asraa Ha ue norigHe auuko. Kerri sizxuyana i cso-
iM MpUEMHHM, Tenep CXBHJAbOBAHHM, TOJOCOM 3a-
cniBana: '

»lieuarka, dievarxa, dieuaﬂca 8 ,,Bapere”,
- 10608 nosaxna ye ne re”.

PBaaucs HMTKH Becesoi npsxi, 6e3)xypmc1'b
cnosoxaHa mnpHuyainacsa. HemMoB TaeMHi cyTiHKH TH-
XHMH, KOTAYMMH KDOKaMH TNOYalAH 3aKpajaTHCH Y
XBaBe TeMno GeHxery.
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[Merpo ue momiTHB — BiH yCbOMY HaJaBaB TOH
— yce GauuB. YCMiXHYBCsi JIO CBOEI CYCiAKH:
— Auny, Conoxnxa, aias Memne: ,,Bix PocroBy xo
Kaska3y“!..
Jlioci nmepemoraa ceGe it 3 xaGaperosoio Opa-
BYpOIO flOYaJia NOnyJAspHy MNiCeHbKY:
Bio Pocrosa 0o KNasxasy
He sidxosuaa wi pasy...
A upHcyTHi NiAXONHIH XOpPOM:

Komanoupayw — Oupan,

Offiiyupas — yupax,

Hacaxupan — wupan,
Pax-pax pax!

Jlioci, xkoxerywoun [lerpa, 3amicth ,,noaityp-
WHKKH", AOKiHuyBaja: ,KaliTaHYMKH-yuKH“; a Kerri,
rAaafaaud ApceHa pykoio no o6auyui, cniBaza Homy:
,» TICTIIOPUIHKH-UHKH, MOJOXALBI®.

KeabHep NpPHHIC KOTJETH, HaXHJHBCA XHCKpPET-
Ho xo Ilerpa: ’

— IlaHe COTHHKY, TYT Yy HaC € OXHH TiCTb,
AIKHH Jy)Xe XOTiB OH NMO3HAHOMHTHCA 3 NMaHOM COT-
HHKOM... TlpoCUTb X03BOJYy NpHEAHATHCA AO BaLlIO-
IO TOBapHUCTBA... '

— XTO BiH TaKui?

— AreHT. Bix MaHy(akTypHOi (habpuku 3 Bino-

CTOKa...

— | 3paeTbcs ,Haw nNpHsITEdb, — HeHaue
3HeueBst KuHyB TpyOaiino: — Hasnsaerbcs Kotasp-
CbKHH...

~— Ara, TaK... Hy, T0 npouy ay:xe, — 3anpocitb
naua Kotaspchbkoro cCloiH...
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— A 3 xuM BiH? — Kunuyaa jo Xopxa Jhoci.

— 3paerpcsi, 3 Mazemyaseab Banloio...

— Hy, ue we MoxauBe.. 60 s He XOTina 6 6y-
TH pa3om 3 TamMapoio... A 3 Helo rHiBalocs.

B posuuHeHi ABepi BBipBajJHC 3BYKH OpXe-
CTPM, 1O rpaJ’a ,KeK-yoka“.

Kerri ycmixHyaacs:

— He Giitcs, Jlioci... Tamapa OH TaHUIOE...

He6aBom a0 kabGiHeTy BBiHIIOB rapHO OJAr-
HEHHH, cepeAHiX JiT i HeEO3HauyeHOro ,3ara’lbHO-€B-
poneiicbkoro" Burasgy 4oxosik. 3 Hum Oyiaa TOBa-
pHLIKA, TeX apTHCTKa Uboro kabapery.

[NMouanu 3HaHOMHTHCA.

— MesHi nani Banza nignana ,n.ymuy, - mﬁn
BUMpaBAyBaB CBiH YYHHOK HOBHWH TiCTL, — NpPHEAHA-
THCST A0 BawWoro, MOE TMNaHCTBO, TOBapHCTBA.. fKe
BMi€ Ha¥ikpaiie GaBHTHCA... :

— Jlyxe, Ayxe NPOCHMO... MNaHe.. 3JAaEThCH,
Kotasapcbkuii? — n06poAyIIHO BCMiXHYBCS A0 HbO-
ro Ilerpo.

Bin niasiscs i 3BepHyBcn O npncy'rmx.

— TIlpoxaio nmaHcTBa JMackaBO BHOGAYMTH MeHi,
IO 3aJMlly BaC Ha XBHJIHHY CaMHX: Mywy NiTH X0
JMOCTauaHHs, Y nak xo OydeTty, AOMOBHHUTH Hawi
3anac... Mu aicraiu B mopy migmory, a Xapu4iB OCb-
OCb He .CTaHe... |

— Illpowy nana coTHuka He TypOyBaTHUCH, —

rapsye 3anporecrtyBaB KoTaspcbkuit: — s Bxe AaB
‘3aMOBJIEHHA...

— E, Hi, Ha ue s He no3Boawo — ynepcsa Ile-
-rpo- — Bawa uepra uie Ha Bac npHije, a Tenep BM
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np¥ HawWoMy CTOJI — Hal ricte! 51 3apa3 BepHyCA...
Bubaua#re...
[NeTpo BHHLIOB.

— TIManose crapwuHd 3 wWwTaly apmii? — mno-
yap KoT/isipcbKuil, 3BepTaloYHCh A0 ApceHa.
— Tak....

— Jlyxe, nyxe TpPHEMHO TisHaTH Bac... V.
wrabi npeKpacHi CTapwHHH.. A Moxe # ,inTepec”
3po6HMO... 51 mpeAcTaBHUK OGiNOCTOULKOrO KOHLEPHY
many(akTypHHX abpuk: ,,TexkcTHabHA Acoui_mxia
,Bonoxno” C. A.“ Moxe uyau? [lpuixas sanpomno-
HyBaTH AOCTaBy CyKHa, NMOJIOTHA i Take iHule JJs Ba-
woi apwmii... Ta npo ue misHiwe...

KenbHepn mnouand BHOCHTH HOBi CTpPaBH Ta
NJISILUKH.

Koan nosepHyBca Iletpo, HacTpiit cnanaxuys
3 HOBOIO CHJIOIO:

B ApceHa kpyTuJaocsa B roJoBi — i BiJ BHHa
i Bijy armoc(epH, HacHYeHOT APaXKJIMBHUMH nepdyma-
MH i TIOTIOHOM. BiH He 3BHK X0 Takoro WBHAKOrO
TeMna — Hi MUTH Hi Po6uTH 3HaiOMOCTH. ...Bayuyno
HasBaJa MO0 ‘OTa CHNOKyCHHUSA ,YK0oBTOA3I06KOM"...
lNonpasai BiH He 3HaB Apoci XiHOK. UuTaB npo HHUX
.6araTo B pOMaHax... 3HaB YCAKi THNH... Mir HaBiTh
-BECTH AHMCKYCil0 NMPO HHUX... AJie BiH He CHJIB ile Hi-
KOAM Tak OJMH3bKO NMPH rapHifi MoJaomii xiHui, mo
cBOGigHO Gpana HOro 3a pyky, NOBOAHMACS 3 HHM fK...
O, came uboro BiH He BMiB COGi 3ACYyBaTH, IK BOHa
8 HHM TYT noBoAuTbCA. BiH pOci womych aymas, 1o
LIaHCOHETKH L€ L OCh TaKe HeLHpe, HerapHe, XOJO0He,
MOXe HaBiTb... o6puaause. A ua Kerri — saki on y
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Hei ovi! [MBHTbCA B HHUX — i He HaAUBHTBHCH...
Slkice Tenai, Becedi... | Bci BOHa Taka NMpPHEMHA, AK
LYKOpPOK. Moxxe TPOXH 3a CBOGiAHO MOBOAHTBHCH, —
aje ue-X... ue-x il ¢pax i ob6oBA3oK... ii TyT TpH-
‘MalOTh.

Kerri, aix HaBMucHe, 3avimae #Horo: To uepe-
BHYKOM HACTYNHTb HOMYy Ha HOTY, TO NPHTHCHETbCH
KOJIHOM 0 HOro KOJiHa, TO rpyAbMH AOTOPKHETHCH
RO pameHH. ApceH BTSirae B cebe 3amax KOHSKY,
NyApH Ta lIe YOrochb HE3HaHOro, BiJg 4Oro Hamepe-
MiHy TiTHi€ TO CTa€ XOJOAHHM AK MPOKypaTop. Bix
nouyBa€, ul0 nounHae OOBHHyBauyBaTH cebe: ,Ha-
Bio s cioau npuiwos?.. Ulo ue 3a mizospine ToO-
BapHCTBO?..“

A Kerti ceauth npu HbOMy i Hawintye:

— A ayixe no6Ga0 AMBUTHCH, K TH MiHHIICH...
O, ol.. B ouax y Tebe cnanaxyioTb BOTHHKH... ¥YX, AKi
WaneHi... Xuxi... Ik y KoTa, mo 36HPAETLCA CKOYH-
TH Ha MHIUKY... A MOxe TH Xouewr mexe 3icTu?

— Xouy! — ocminserbcs ApceH, ane cam LbO-
My He BipHTb: — A BH...

— llla! — BoHa 3aTyauana #oMy poT PyKOW. —
Mu-x BunMaM, W06 , THKaTHCH ...

Boua npucynynacs Tax 6au3bko, mo BiH He
SHaB, K BHCYHYTH CBOIO JiBy pyky. Tpe6a Gyao pi-
wuTHCs. 3aaBanoca oMy, wo #oro Tijo HanpyxHu-
JI0Csl, IK KONHCh Ha ¢(poHTi, Koau Tpe6a Gyno HTH A0
araku. Caip 6pakyBano ioMy; BiH He BMiB HHMM rpa-
THCA Aas 3abasu. Hapa3 nopusuacto NPHUTHCHYB

CBOIO CyCiaKy X0 ceGe 3 He3po3yMinow co6i camomy
CMiJIUBICTIO:
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— A TH He 6OimICA KOTa — MHIUKO?

— Hy, uy, nase, pyku npu coGi.. He Bmiem
NMOBOAMTHCA B TOBapucTBil..

_ Bona Biaxuauaacs BiX HbOTO, NOMPaBJIOYH
cykonky. Ii auuko npubpano Gaimyxuit Bupas, oui
NOXOJNOAHIAH, HA 4OJi 3fABHJAACA CyBOpa 3MOpILKA.
TiabkH B KyTHKaxX YCT XOBaJjacsi HEMOMiTHa JyKaBa
ycMilka, fIKoi He Jo0auaB 36€HTEXKEHHH XJomeub.

— BubGauaiiTe... 51 He 3HaB... He Oyay...

— Cunitn npucroitno, 6o iHakwe mniny co6i
reTb...

3HiAKOBIIHA ApCeH BHIAsAaB TaKk po3ry6JeHo,
110 BOHA aX VCMiXHyJacs.

— Ha nepuuuit pa3 Bubauaio...

B kabineri Gyso0 ramipHo Ta Beceso. Epoc Gys
yXKe MmiIAXMeJNeHHH — )KBaBille BTHCKAaBCA NMOMiX na-
pu. Terpo npuTHcKalouu x0 cebe Jlioci Ta KapTYIOUuH,
niaTpuMyBaB po3moBy 3 KoTaspcbkuM, WO niAciB A0
HbOro OaHKue.

— §1 MaB Ou A0 nmaHa COTHMKA OJHY CNpaBy...
Jaa Hac O6MABOX ULE AyXe BaXcHe...

— Tlpowy nyxe...

[Terpo BiacyHyscs Bix Jhioci, sika xou i Haayaa
TyOKH, 10 npo Hei 3abyBalOoTb, BAOBOJHJACHA pPO3-
MOBOIO 3 Baupoio.

Koraspcbkuit BMKJanaB cnpaBy:

— 1 — arenT Ginocroubkoi manydaxTypu. Haur
KOHUepH Mir Ou B3ATH Ha cebe AOCTaBy CYKHa AIS
Bawoi apmil...

— INpouwy ay:ke... 3BePHiTLCA 10 HAWOro nNoOcTa-
YaHHSI...
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— B TiM-TO i piu, mnane COTHHKy.. $ noaam:
odepty, aze XoTis OH 3apy4HTHCA Bawolo AONOMO-
roto, uo6 ii npuHsau. BH, naHe COTHHKY, JicTaHere:
rapHHil MPOLEHT... TO BaM HaJEXKHTLCH... Cnogaisa--
JOCsi, 3aMOBJEHHs OyJe BeJHKe.. OTXe i Baw Bil-
COTOK...

— JIakyio, AAKYIO... MeHi Hiyoro He Tpeba... Axe
O A MOXY JJisl BaC 3pOOHMTH?

— [Jyxe 6araro... Aje Hacamnepen BHI‘IGMO 3a:
ycnix Hawoi axuil...

KoTaspcbkHi HaAMB KOHSKY.

— Bauie 3110poa.1m, naHe COTHHKY...

— Byabwmo...!

— $lk6M BH MOrJM, MaHe COTHHKY, TO £ npoan-
61 Bac mMOAAaTH MeHi AaHi, KilbKO BH noTpebyeTe CyK-
Ha CHHbBOTO, XOBTOro i TaKk Aaxi.. Ha niacrasi uux:
JaHHX fl Mir GH BMUroToBHTH O(epTy AJS BaWIOro KO-
MaHAYBaHHS...

— Ara, — 3posywmiB [lerpo: — ce6'ro, Hi6H TO
IJas NiXOTH, KiHHOTH, ud wo? Jlo6Gpe, s NOFOBOPIO:
3 HayaJbHHKOM NOCTayaHH1...

— JlecATb MPOLEHT BiX 3aMOBJEHHA OyxeTe Ma--

TH... Lle Bawa 3akOHHa NpoBi3if, — noOCMiWIHO A0~
KuHyB KOTasipcbkuit Ha 3amepeuyaMBHil pyX CTapliH-
HH: — 3pewToi0 AKOCb NOroAHMOCs...

[leTrpo HemoB 6M Aani NPHCAYXaBCsi AO MY3HKH,.
wo AojiTana yepes Kopuuop is caxi. Ta Hecnogi-
BaHO MiABiBCA i AOBipOYHO wWenHyB A0 KoTaspebkoro:

— Ilpomy, naHe ToBapMlly, Ha XBHJIHHKY 3a
MHOI0O Ha KOPHJAOp.. YMOBHMOCA IIOAO HaWOi 3y-
CTpiyi i... B3araxi Haiuoi cnpasu... Bo TyT He 30Bcim:
3pyuHo...

TULA-online.org



26

— Ilpowy ayxe...

BoHH monpsaMmyBaaH XO BHXOAY.

— A BM Kyau? — ckpukHyau Jlioci Ta Banga.

— TMpocumo BHOAYHTH i 3ayeKaTH OAHY TiJAbKH
“XBHJIHHOYKY... MaeMO BaXXHy CnpaBy... — BHIpaBAy-
.BaBcs Ilerpo.

Hasite Apcen BizipBaB Bix Kerti cBoio miaxme-
JIEHY TOJIOBY i IMIsIHYB y HanpsMi BHXOAY. 3a XBH/IH-
_Hy HOMy 3JaJocs, WO B KOPHAOPi MaiHYJAH 4epBOHi
aKkceabOGaHTH NMOJIbOBHX KaHIApMiB.

Hesa6apom [leTpo BBiHIIOB CaM OJHH.

— IMan Koraspcbkuit npoxae BHO6AYMTH: HOro
HArJIO BHKJMKaJa Aupekuis (abpukH i BiH myciB Bia-
‘IXaTH...

— Haxa6a! — 3 oGypeHHAM KpHKHyJa Banpa:
Hasitb 3a Beuepio He 3annaTusl...

HeBnoBoseHa, 3 mnepecepasaM BHNHJIA YapKy
i Buiimga 3 kabiHery.

— Becexnoi Bam 3a6aBu!...
— Tu BXke #aem? — AJS YEMHOCTH COHTama
Jlioci. ) -

— He Gyay BaM mnepeluKOJ)KyBaTH... MiAy Ha
-cano...

. KeabHepu BHeCHH KaBy.

— Hy, Apcene, sk T1 ce6e nouyBaew ? ‘-IH BAO-
BOJIeHH# i3 cBOe€i cyciaku? — ycmixasca [lerpo nmo
“TOBapHIa.

ApceH, 36uTHi cnaHTeauky xoxoaom Kerri, Hi-
-SIKOBO MOBYaB. ‘

— He 3Buk a0 Takoi 3a6aBH.. A TH, Kerri? —
nigMopruys $IM60 — He 3aHyAuJAacs 3 MOIM TOBa-
pHLIEM?

TULA-online.org



27

— AGO ue myxuuHa? Moro ax npocHTH Tpeba,
mo6 nouinysas, — KoketyBana Kerri.

ApceH TpPOCTATHYB A0 AiBYHHH PYKY. Boua Jer-
KO CKOYHMJa, i Cina fioMy Ha KodJiHa.

— Yekait TH, BeaMexiol... — i MpHCTPacHO moO-
uizysaza Horo B ycra.

ApceH He po3ymiB HiYOro: Iule HexasHO GyJa
o6ypeHa, Koau BiH npo6ysaB ii OOHATH, a Temep cama
ninye?... .

[MoBoauBCA CTPHMaHO, XOY NMOYyBaB, LIO Mae
OXOTY BiAMOBICTH Ha Wi WiTyHKH — BHABMTH iii CBOIO
cuMmnariio. BeHTexuaa #oro Bcs us armocdepa npu-
JIOAHOCTH — TOJOCHHX PO3MOB, mnpucsar, 0G6iiMiBs,
cepel AKMX He MOXHA GyJIO PO3MEXYBAaTH MPHHATHX
MeDTBHX (pOopMy.a BiZ nposiBiB JIOACHKOrO NMOYyBaHHS.

Kosno apyroi roauHd moyanau poO3XOAMTHCS.

— Tu 3i mHoOl0, IM60? — cnuraxa [lerpa Jlwoci.

— Jlodpe, npoBeny TeGe ZOAOMY...

— A 14, Xosromsio6e, mposesem MeHe? $1
MelIKa TYT HeJaJeKo... — ROKWHyna i cobi Kerti.

— Yomy Hi? Mal0 yac, MOXY MpPOBECTH...

— CnpaBxHift Beamiap!... — 3acmisnacs.

Koau waHCOHeTKM mimwin X0 cBO€i rapaepoGu
'8a maawamu, Apced sanuras [Terpa:

— A wo TO 32 OAMH, WO 3 HaMH GyBs?

— DBiablIOBHUbKHI IUNWUTYyH.. — BiANOBiIB
cnokiixo Ilerpo.

— [e x BiH noaiscs?

— 3aBTpa noBiz@ewcs.. AJe MOBYH.. HiKOMY
Hi croBa...
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— Hy, yoro-x tn crae? Ilpowy BBifiTH... [ili-
CHO, :KOBTOJ(3100MH... Boiwca?

[licas TOoro, Aax ApceH TPOXH MNPOHILIOBCA BY-
JHUel0 Ha CBiXiM OCiHHIM mosiTpi, fOro rososa npo-
sicHiwa Bij xmeaio. [ Tenep HepiluyuHH CTOSIB mepen
BopoTtaMu gomy, o ix Kerri BigiMxHyaa i 3annmuaa
HacTiX. BiH ynepiue B xuTTi OyB y Takii cutyanii. —
Moro MaHWB TyT HeBiZOMHH, HeGe3neyHHi CBIT — Xi-
HOuC KOXaHHA, ane i GEHTeXHB, AAKaB, IK HOBHKA, IO
BHpiC Ha MYyXXYHHY, a MaB ille AOCBiX i cepue MO-
JMOALS. _

[Nicns naHoi HOui BBIHTH A0 AKOICh KiMHATH HiB-
YHHH, 3 SIKOIO JeABH No3HaiWomHuBcs... Hy, i 3Haiio-
MicTb! XTO-x BOHa MOxe GyTH, KOAM CMiBa€ Ta TaH-
LIO€ 1110-Beyopa B TAKOMY JAboxai?... SicHo... [IpaBxa,
il moBeziHka TPOXH iHaxwa Bix ii TOBapHLIOK, aje-X...
ue TeX MOXe HajexaTH JO WTYKH 3BalbilOBaHHS
myxuuH. [lpuragaB codi XpoHiKy i3 w0AeHHOI Gyilb-
BapHOi IpecH Npo Ti TAEMHHUI HIUYHHUX JbOKaJiB, AKi
LOAHSI BpaHLi BHJAWBAJHCS Ha BYJAHLIO, KOH HaB-
MHCHE MYCiJIH CNJIHBaTH IO KaHaaxiB. .

Slkoch cam cobi He BipuB, WO He MaB JOCi Ha-
road BBiATH JO CaMOTHbOI KiMHaTH MOJOAOI camoO-
crifiHoi XiHku. Kiabko icropift npo Taki BiABiAMHH
yyBaB -BiH BiJ cBOix ToBapHwis! Koau Ha HbOro
NPUXOAHJIA Yepra ONMOBiAAaTH, NPHKHAABCH, 11O TexX
Mae CBOi TaeMHHLUIi, aJe He BMi€ iX OMNOBICTH, He
MOXe.

[MpuraaysaB co6i, AK 4aCTO TYXHB 3a CNpaBXK-
HIiM 3HAMOMCTBOM 3 iHTeJireHTHOI, HiIXKHOIO XKiHKOIO,
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sika.. Lo Bce ue mae cmiabHoro 3 sikoioch Ketri
8 Gapy — MOXKe JOHbKOIO IKOrOCb CTOPOXa, BYJHY-
HOro MiHsiiga, cniibHHukoilo bBor 3Ha xoro 3 THX
3aKyJaiCOBHX apaH:KepiB HiuHOI ryabHi MO MIO3iK-ro-
Jax i xabaperax... :

XoriB ckasatu npocro: ,BuOaure, ajse s 3aB-
Tpa...” Tak Jerko Gy.o 36pexaTH uioHeGyHb...

— Ipowy 3aiiTH — NOUYyB BiH TaKHil IHiXHHA
roJoc, mo BCi HOro CyMHiBH MHUTTIO PO3BiflIHCH. —
He sawkoauth nicas Takoro GeHKETY TPOXH BiAmo-
yuTH. MK monpaBai i He MaJaH HaBiThb HarojAH NOpoO3-
MOBJASITH...

Cnpasui, BiH 30BciM He 3HaB i, iaapTo Gyﬂ.c- o...

3 cineit BBiilwaH B KimHaTy. KerTi 3acBiTHaa
€JIEKTPHUHY JSIMITY.

TunoBa KiMHaTKa KadapeTOBOi apTHCTKH. 3a
napaBaHoM wWwada Ha cykHi i Jixkko. Kono BikHa Ty-
aNETOBHIT CTOAMK i3 A3epkanom i 6e3aiuuio hasiKo -
HiB i KOpo6ok. llle oauMH 3BHYAHHI CTOJHK, Kpicaa,
YMHBAJbHHK. B KyTax — ropu Kopo6ok Bif Kane.aio-
xiB. Ha BikHi — cnupTOBa MaluWHKa, Ha CTiHax pe-
NpOAYKUii i3 (ppaHUy3bKHX iJllOCTBOBaHHX JKypHaniB
— 3jediapioro .Nu au salon®.

IHa pmapaBaHi, Ha CNHHKax Kpices, HaBiTh Ha
Ni,1103i — YaCTHHH XIHOYOT OJZEXi: IOBKOBI MaHYo-
XH, CTaHHKH, CYKOHKH. '

— TlMpowy posrocturucs... Cimait i 3auekaii:
sl Myuly nepedpaTucs... ;

Bona niwna 3a napasal, i ApceH uyB wapyniH-
Hfl [IOBKY. :

»doro s tyr? lllo meHe cioau 3aHecno? Uu ue
Kpaile BTeKTH?" [3 1IKiAbHOT JaBH BiH MiWIOB A0 Biii-
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cbka. [epeGyB Garato mapwis, 60iB, nepexuB HeoXd-
HY BOEHHY NMPHIrojly, ale 3 XiHOLTBOM Ganxue He MaB
Harojau 3yctpiuatucs. Moxe came TOMy, 30BCiM CBi-
xoMo #oro Tosapuiu Ilerpo 3BiB HOro 3 XiHkol0, X0
AIKOI BiH He noTpedye AOBro 3aJHUATHCSA, He moTpebye
NPHAYMYBaTH rapHMX cJiB, W00 mi3HaTH TOH 3ava-
pOBaHHil CBIiT, 1110 HOMY BBHXAaBCAl TaK 4YacTO Yy CHaX.

»Takux” KiHOK ApceH 3aBHa GOsABCSI Ta YHH-
KaB. UyB 10 HHX ﬂKbe Opl"aHllIHy Bizpa3y. Axe Kerri
HaueG-TO — He ,,TaKa”’: BOHa MHJa, rapHa, NpHEMHa.
Bona — aprucrka. ... 3xaeTbcs, BOHa BiZpasy Biauy-
Ja JAJS HbOro CheuisibHy CHMMNATil0.. TOBOAHMTHCH
3 HHM 30BCiM iHakule, Hix i TOBapHLUKH...

Hi, BiH 3a;MluMTbCA; BiH MyCHTh Ni3HAaTH Te,
npo wo Tak 6arato TO HaTAKaMH, TO 3 Takowo Opa-
BYpOIO ONOBijaJH Lle B I'ypTKYy TOBapHIUiB-IiMHa3H-
criB. LLlo BiH cka3aB 6u Iletposi? Momy copoxvmo 6y-
Jile nokasatH cebe ,,JKOBTOA3106KOM”.

ApceH Ha Bci I'yj3HKH 3anHHae CBOIO TpeMmy.

Kerri Buiilusa 332 napaBaHy i3 npHnyApOBaHHUM,.
BiJICBIXK€HHM JHLEM, OJASIrHEHa B JEerkui wWasagpox.
3aaBanocs, nig Ui€l0 TOHKOIO MaTepiel0 BXe HiuOro
iHworo He 6yJO0O — TaK BHPa3HO BHIIAAAJH 3M03a
Hei (opmH Tixa.

— Bunemo 4oOpHOI KaBH... 1ie BiACBiXKy€ roJiOBY
— CKa3aja i noyana mopaTHCsi KOJO ‘CIHPTOBOI Ma-
LUHHKH.

ApceH noxaaJMBHMH OYHMa CTEXHB 3a BUIH-
HamH ii Tina. lHKOIM BOHa AOTOpKazacs CBOIM KOJi-
HOM HOro KoJiHa — TOJi uyB fIKicb Apixakd. Moxe
ue 6yJno Bix 3ycuaas, uio6 3aBOJOAITH c0G6OI0.

INMpunaauBiy kaBy, KeTti Haauna ABa MaJjieHb-

TULA-online.org



31

Ki FOpHATKA; OZHE NpHCyHyJa ApPCeHOBi, Apyre nocra-
Buna cobi. Cama cina mopyu i novana NpHrasiAaTHCS.
rocresi, SIKOH YeKalOuH MOJUAKH 3a TOCTHHY.

Kerri ycmixHynacs; BiH Hisixosie. [lpuraaana co--
6i slm60Bi caopa, WO ApCEH ,He 3HA€ Ile, WO Take
Kinka”. Hemke-) BOHa nepuia Ma€ BiAXHJIWUTH mne--
pen HHM 3aC/OHY, 3a AKOI0 CKPWBAETbCA 3axXOBaHa
wara? HeBuHHMIt?... 3BiAKHCb HaAeTiNO 3iJXaHHA...
LIOCh BOPYXHYJOCS B rpyjsiX.. IIapnHyB HHM CHoO-
rai.. | BoHa koauch Gyna Taka cama — HECMiaWBa,.
YHCTA... A MO XUTTA 3po6HI0 3 Helo? kuTTA? — Hi,
BOHH YOJOBIKH... " ‘

I uye, sk HapocTae KAy60K — 1OCh Haye obpa--
JKeHa CnpaBejJHBiCTD, Xa406a NOMCTH... HeHaBHCTB?
Hi, HeHaBHCTH BOHa He BijuyBa€ JO LbOTO XJOIMLS..
He Moxe uyTH — ui oui: rau6oki, TenJui, uupi, HaiB-
Hi, mapani3yloTh yCAKHH HeaoOpu# BiApyX; ajge i —
BabaATb. XOTiNa 6 3piBHATHCh 3 HUM — LIUM BHPiBHA-
na 6 oauH paxyHOK Oijblue 3 XHUTTAM, AKOMY BOHa
He Maja 3MOTH BiANJAaTHTHCD.

Fasfina Ha HBOrO NMPHXMJABHO Haye MHJYBajia-
cfl, BiH JereHbko OmiZ, TO YepBOHiB.

— llxoxa Te6Ge, nopyuHuKy, siKk y6ioTb TeGe Ha
BifHi... TH MmeHi moxoGaeuics... Takuit MOJOAHUE, 310-
poBHii... XKaJb TPaTHTH XKHTTH.

Apcen ycmixnyscs. Lis TeMa — Bilinu — Gyaa
Homy GaM3bka Ta npuemHa. Bagbopo BianoBiB:

— Hexait y610Tb... KOrocb MycaTb YOMTH, Ha Te
BiliHa... AJle i 1 BiANpaBWB Ha TOM CBiT HEOAHOro BO-
pora, W0 HanociBcs Ha YKpaiuy!

— TH i3 THX ,,lUHPHX”, 3aB3ATHX? — Jerko
ycMixalouMch 3anuTadja.
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ApceH crmoBaKHiB. A

— He kaxu Tak, Kerri... Tak yacom Hauli Bopo-
‘TH-MOCKaJli KCHKYIOTb i3 CBiJJOMHX yKpaiHuiB... I Ta-
KHif, fIK i BBeChb Hall HapOJ — BHKOHYIO CBiifi 06OBsI-.
30k... Ex, Kerti, TH xuBew y micri i MmabyTb He 3Ha-
€L, fIKWH rapHuWi Hawl Hapoj Ha cedi.. llkona, wo
TH He 3HaeW CeJja...

— $1? He 3uaio cexa?!

Kpisb nyapy Buctynuau B Hei pymsHui. Bona
Haye 3aCOPOMMJACh BiJ Takoro 3gorany, LIO XHBE
SIKHMCb IUTYYHHM, KaBapHSIHHM XXHTTAM. Yoro npuit-
LUOB CIOAM LleH rapHHH, MaJbOBaHHWH, aje TakHH npo-
CTHH, HAiBHMI XJuomnelub? 3aMicTb MNIKAHTHHUX TeM,
MacHHX JABO3HAauYHHKiB, 3amicTb (aipry — 3raaye
BiliHy, HapoJX, pigHe ceJo.. A npore ifi Tenao, mpu-
emHo. Haue npuBuzaiBcsi AaBHilt cOH, Haue 3a6yTi MO-
JOJHUi BHPHHYJH 31032 MPSKH.

BiasepHyaacsi, 106 He nmOKasaTH CBOrO 3BOpY-
WIEHHS.

— MoxauBo, WO f K He 3HaW.. cexa fK
‘Tpeba...

Crano it mocagHo Ha camy ceGe. Yoro-x BOHa
nigjaaerbca Hapas sikifich MeasHXoJii? YUK He nonanae
Mif0 BMJWB LbOTrO CMapKaua, 10 A03BOJASIE HOMY CaM-
_Ha-caM PO3BOJMTH sikych (himbocodpiro?

KokeTauBo TpyCHyJa Ky4yepsiMH.

— ET, wo tam npo ue rosoputH! Tu OT Kpaiue
CKa)KM MeHi: uM Xouewl OyTH MOIM YOJOBIKOM?

BoHa 3HHM3HJa TOJOC JAO NpPHCTpPacHoro uire-
noty. Bin 3auBoBauuii, AKOH mnepeisikaHHH, NOrus-
HYB Ha Hel.

TULA-online.org



33

— Yoaosikom? Yomy Hi? XOTiB GH... TilbKH

‘MOXe TNi3Hille... Tenep He 4acC JXEHHTHCb — BifHA....
Kerri He po3ymie, npo mo BiH Kaxe i AJf nes-

'HOCTH lille pa3 MHTaE:

— To TH cnpaBAi XOTiB 6H MEHHTHCH 3i MHOIO?

— A yomy-x Hi? Tu meni nopoGaeucs... Sl...
fl... JI00aI0 Tebe i...

KeTTi rosocHo CMieTbCfi; TaK CMI€ThCH, IO
ApceH po3ry6JeHO OrJfilaETbCA HaBKOJO, Haye uly-
Kae nopaju B uiei wadu, B UbOro CTOJHKA: HEBXe-XK
BOHa raysye cobi 3 HbOro?

— Xa-xa-xa-xal... Uu uyBaB xTo Take? Bin Ou
XOTiB xeHuTHCs 3i mHow! 3i muomw!!! Ex, aypHHKY
Mi#t JKOBTOA3IOOHI!...

AX Tenep BOHa nouyBae Have 6 371icTb — Ha
cebe, IO He MOXe HaWTH AOCTYyny AO LbOro HaiBHO-
ro XJomus; BiH 30BCiM He BMi€ NMOBOJXHUTHCA MO MYy-
eCbKH... JlerkHM CKOKOM cina #oMy Ha KoJiHa, Ji-
BOIO PyKOI0 OOHsaxna 3a wuio. [Noaa ii wasdgpoka Big-
ropHysacs Ta OOHaXHJa HOTYy; TPOXH BHIE KOJiHO
BKpHMBaJa lle WOBKOBAa NaHyillKa, Micus Ha roJif
‘HO3i 6inHM MapmypoMm BiAGHBaJHCb Bil[ TEMHOro
LWOBKY. g - .
Monoauit xaoneup tpemriB. Uy, fiKk Bix ii Tina
TepeNHBAETbCA A0, HbOTO sfIkeCh OTpPYiHHE Temao Ta
HanuHae HepBH. YopHa kaBa mnosuHHa Oyaa #Horo
BCMOKOITH, Ta Hi, — cepue O6eTbCA WIOpa3 XHBille.
KpoBs kpyxasjsa B HbOMY 30BCiM iHaKuie, siK KOCi.
.Moxe BiH Taku 3abarato Bunus? Tpe6a 6 3po6UTH
oaHe Giabuie 3ycHasd... Ta BiH He MaB CHJAH BCTaTH.
Tpe6a 6 Gyno wmochb ckasatd i mitu... Llapnuyscs,

3
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ajie Biauys, 1110 He Ha Te, W00 BidiHTH. HeHnaue Kpisb.
AKHIACH CepnaHOK MPAKH YyB TilIbKH XKaryuydi wienir:

— He xBuJaI0#ics... He XBHIIOHCH... npowy Tebe:.
He XBHJIONCA...

...Koan ApceH po3nJjouw4B o4i — i3 3AHUBYBaH-
HSIM NOMITHB, 1LO BiH He Yy CBOIM NiXKKY.

Baiauit paHOok COpPOMAHBO 3a3HpaB y BiKHO-
i" BUAIBUB HA0Y yBeCb HeNMOpPAJOK, WO HOro xoBsana
JHMCKpeTHa Hiu. ApCeH CmoYyarKy He Mir BTOpPOMAarTH,.
sIKk TO MOIJIO CTAaTHCS, L0 BiH TaKHH TOUHHH i cO-
JAigHUH, Tak 6e3safHO MOPO3KHAAB CBOi peui.

[Topoai npuragysaB yce. PymsHeus copomy-
3aJHB HOMYy JHle. BoaHouyac y HbOMy 3Marajiucs ABa.
pPiXKHI MOYYyBaHHA: SKHXOCb rOPAOLUIB, WO HapelwTi
TIepeXHB IOCh HOBE, IO PiBHAJNO HOro 3 iHWHMH
TOBapHilaMH 36poi i IKOroch ocTpaxy, YH He Nonas.
BiH y Xajeny 3pOOGHBILM TaKe Jerke 3HaiOMCTBO.

[TouyB skechb LIapyRiHHS 32 NMapaBaHOM Yy KiM-
“Hari.

— Yxe npokuHyBcA? — cnutana Kerri? —.
Onsraticsi Ta MHHCA... TaM € CBiXka BOJa.

Ouasiralourcs, ApceH XBHJIOBaBCA: fIK BiH MO-
rasHe Ha Ketti, sk noausuthbesa it y Biui? Ha xBu-
JHHKY PHHYyJa AyMKa: TikaTH; ajJe BiApasy BOHA 3Hif-
KoBina i suukaa. Temep yxe 3anisHo.. [losomuscsa-
AIKOCb MallMHaJbHO, AKGH AOpYuYHB yce HOJi, Hexai
CcaMa BHDilUHTb, YHM Lie CKiHYHTHCH.

3a xBHUAHHY nouyB cebe cminMBille, KOJIH HOro-
BYXO TOPKHYB SKHiACb TeNJauH, wWHpHi, 6aabopui
roJjoc: : LN

— J1oOGpHAeHb... IK CNaJOCsH ?... IO GaYHB y CHir
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Vloro norasjx nodir no miAno3i A 3auenHscs 3a
HiXHi OokcamuTHi BMcTynui. Jlani nepecKO4YHB Ha ro-
NiBKYy, MOBfi3aHy OJaKHTHOIO XYCTHHOIO; 0o6xonuB
nerkuii meHioap 3 OiTMM MepexaHWM (apTYLIKOM.
AX Tenep HAaCMiMBCA CTaTH HANpOTH roay6ux oues,
O a)X CAJH OMY Ha3ycTpiy NpHBITIHBICTIO.

— Cipga#... 3sapa3 3po6ii0 KaBy i migemwn Ha
cayxoy.

MaB Take BpaxiHHs, IK6H HOro MoJoOJa XiHKa
pPO3MOBJISiIa 3 HHM YpaHui, fIK L10J1CHHO.

Apcen 36upaBcs BMXOZMTH i He Mir. 3a juochb
3ayenuBcs cepueM y Uil kiMHaTui i 6oasue Gyao Bi-
AipsaTHcs Bif Hei. Biararascs He 3HalO4H, fiK moua-
TH DO3MOBY.

— Kerri... TH 3HOBYy nizew X0 TeaTpy?

BoHa sacmisnacs:

— o 3a nuranHa? [1eBHO W0 MiAy; ue-XK MiA
¢pax, Mil 3apOOiTOK...

slkicb 3a3apouli HakoJ0OBaJH ApCeHOBe ceple.
B oany MHTb ysiBHB €O6i, AsKTO x0 Hei 6¥ayTb NpH-
XOAUTH ¥ iHwWi MyxuywHH.. Hi, Bin He MoOxe xomy-
CTHTH, W06 fAKicb TaM LUMHIYHI Haxabu Moran O6yTH
TYT, Ha HOro Mmicui...

- — Kerri, a Mu e no6auuMoca? — HECMilMBO
3anHTasB. o
" — Hy, a yomy x 6u Hi? Jl0 kaBapHi ueiixe no-
TPanMil... Ta # MOI0 aapecy 3Haell.. [Ipuxoan xoau
Ma€lll BiIbHY XBHJIHHY...

ApceH nouaB XBHJIOBATHCH: BiH XOTiB CKa3aTH
i wWOCh TaKoro, 4oro BOHa He uyJa WIOMAHA, a BOHA
IKOCb TaK oiuifiHo Horo 36yeae. Hesxe npaspaa,
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U0 B UMX KabapeToBHX ,JAiBax’ Hema cepus? Axe
BiH MYCHTb, MYCHTb il CKa3aTH.

— J1, Kerti, npuiiny... xouy 3 106010 GauMTH-
¢it... Ti... TH MeHi noxobaeucs... Tak He MOxke OyTH...

— JloGpe, nodpe... ssKOCb Oyae — BOHa SIBHO
MuJyBanacs Horo 30eHTeXeHHsAM i, fIKOM KapTyBa-
Jga: — AJie yBaxaii: cnisHuuwcsa Ao npaui... Todi Tpe-
6a Bxe HTH... '

ApceH 3aMeTyLIHBCH.

— ¥ cnpasai... Hy, A0 nobGauenHs, Kerri...

BoHa saTtpumana HOro pyky.

— Tun wMili cnpaBxkHi#t XOBTOA3100KK... - {0
sl Maio 3 T06010 POGUTH?... A Npo HaliBaMcHille TO TH
3a6yB... 3BHYAHO — PO3CiIAHHH MOJOJELb... A MOXe
TH He Maeul rpouei?

— Sflkux rpoweii?

Ha xBuauHKY BHAMBHBCA Ha Hei, Haue He po3y-
miB. llloce Goasiue pisoHyso Horo mo cepui.

— JlypHHKY TH Mi#i HaiBHH#... UH-XK TH JyMaew,
W0 MH TiIbKM CaMHM KOXaHHAM XuBeMO? A 3a ue
BCE UMM e MM OyAeMO NJIaTHTH? — MOBeJa PYKOIO
no KiMHari.

Apcen nouyB Haue oGpasy. [ToxanaHBO CATHYB
O KHIIeHi no raMaxenb. XOTiB BHNPaBAYBAaTUCH, IO
BiH He 3a0yB, ane 60saBcsa ii 06pa3uTu. ANe Ha Ca0OBax
BHHILJO Lie 30BCiM iHaKIue.

— Bub6au, Kerti, 2 cnpaBzi skock He B3sB MiX
yBary uiei nposu. §I Takui poscisuuit. Lle meni nep-
WIHHA... ‘

Iit Texx crano wiskoso. Henotpi6buo ckasana
AKOCh 3aHaATO Pi3KO.
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— DBauuul.. 5 AaBHO BXe XOTiNa KynuTH coGi
HOBY CyKOHKY. He MOXy BiuHO cniBaTH B Tiil camii...
A ue xouwrye. flkO1 TH MaB fIKy 3alBy COTKY... 1 Oy-
Jga 6 T0o6i ayxe — —

Biu nigifiwos xo Hei i noxaas Ha crin TpH
6aHKHOTH NO cro Kap6osaHuiB. JIiBOIO pykoi0 OGHsB
il 3a craH, y npaBy B3sB ii pyKy. ;

— Kerri, 2 Giabwe 3 co60i0 He B3sB... Cboro-
AHI A Mal0 BapTy, ax JO 3aBTpa A0 Bevopa... [lo-
3aBTpa s A0 TebGe npuiiay.. Aae TH, Kerri... Hikoro
He nmpuiMail 3a uei uac... Jlo6pe? Maew Ha CYyKOHKY
i Ha pewry, wo Tpe6a. A no3aBTpa s NpHHAY i Npu-
‘HeCy Gisblie... Malo 3a0OmafKeHi, i NJAATHIO- CKOPO
oxepxy... Jo6pe, Kerri?

HusuBcsa iit y Biui oasepTum, meHM norasi-
AoM. 3araxkosa ycMmillka MepexTina B ii BOJOLUKax.

— Hy?

— lapa3sp... a Gyny uekatu TeGe, — THXO npo-
MOBHJIA H OIYCTHJA rOJIOBY.

— Tu npo6pa, Kerri... 10 no6auenns.. Hexafr
Tebe we pa3 mouiayio. :

3posymiB, WO ueH WiAYHOK 30BCiM iHAKWIHIL,
HiX nonepexHi: y Hbomy Gyao Giabuie CMOYyTJIHBO-
CTH, HiX npHcTpacTH, OGiablue APYXHbOI HiXXHOCTH,
HiX (pi3HYHOrO npuBs3aHHs.

*

Ha 06ix Kerri nimaa a0 »IMnepiamo”. 3a xou-
TPaKTOM IIAHCOHETKH MaJM BiX BJaCHMKA KaBapHi
YMOBJI€Hy MJaTHIO Ta 06iau; 3aTe Beuepi He Maau:

Ha nopori Beyepi BOHH 6yaH 3060Bs3aHi CNOKywwaTH
rocreit.
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ObGigann He B napajHuMx caasax, a B rapaepooi
3a cueHolo. ITonaBanu iM KeJdbHepH.

— Hy, sk Ttam TBiit XKOBTOA3I06HK? — yCcMixa-
aacst Jlioci 3amicTb npHBITY.

— Ta... OT... — 3 HEOXOTOI0 Bixnosina Kerri.

— $lk or? Meni 5IM60 ka3aB, w0 TO HOOpHUi
XJomneub i He CKymnHii...

— ET, wkoaa i xasaru, Jloci...

— JluBHO... A meHi  XKoBTOA3106MK noxo6GaBcs...
$1 HaBiTb camMa 32 HbLOrO 3aMiHfJach OM 3 TOGOI...

‘— 3aaMiiM ue — 3 HexiTTIO BiAlleKyBaJiacsi BiJ
po3amoBH KerTi.

— TebGe nicna BYOpaWHLOrO MabyThb roJOBa
0604HThb... Bunuit Kousky... 1 3anxauy... Ieit, XKopxe!

IMinikmoB 4YOpPHABHH KeJbHep. :

— Kousky i KOpOoOKy aH4YOBCiB, Ha Milt paxy-
HOK, — 3amoBuJa Jhoci.

KexbHep BimifiioB, wuikaBO crnorasgawyYH Ha
3oa0ToBOJOCY KerTi, fiKa Bij CyMHOI'O HacTpolo, Haue
BHrapHijna, npuopana Gijibule IWASAXETHHH BHA.

— Any, Kerri, 3a Hamax xaonuis!...

IBi uapku KOHAKY OxuBHAM KerTi.

— Yorocbp nouysaio cebe Henobpe, Jlioci...

— Lo T06i? -

— Ocroruano Bce 1e...

— Yomy-kK Hapa3 TaK 3paHKy i B TaKuil rapHui
JeHb?

— OG6pun meni i ue#t ,Imnepisas”, i Haw ,,na-
nd”, i ua cuewa, i ui MacHi, TOXOTAUBI rOCTi...

— Illo ™+ Take 6asikaew, Kerri? — ausysa-
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.1aca TopapHiuka: — UM He 5 YepHHUi Xouew mno-
CTPHUrTHCH ?

— Cnpasai, Jlioci, GyBaioTb i TaKi XBHJIMHH...
Tu He cMmikics 3 MeHe... [lna yoro oue Haule posry.ub-
He xutta? Komy nortpi6Ha Hawa npaus?...

— lllo T™¢ nmponoBigyBaTH B3saacs, Y4 wo? Sk
TIPHrajaTd BYOpaWHIO 3adaBy, TO Le AKOCb BHXO-
JHTb AHBHO, TaK HECMOAiBaHO...

— Tasan, Jioci, sska 60poTb6a HABKOJO: AIOAH
3MaraloTbCs, THHYTb 3a skich izei. HaBkoao — Taki
Tparenii, a MH Bce MapiOHeTKM Ha LIHypKaX..

_— Ti Tpareaii ve aas Hac, Kerri... flke Ham aino
Ji3TH B BUp Goporb6u? YM ri, yM iHWi nepemo-
KyTb — 11O HaM 3 Toro? Ham noTpibui nepemoxui,
ane 3 rpilMM.. 106 MaaM weapy pyky, Oyau Bpa-
JKJIHBI Ha Hawy Kpacy, BMiH OLIHHTH Halle BeceJe
TOBapuCcTBO... ITnit, Kerti, i )xenu rerb Bix cebe uio
HENnOTPiOHy "MeJSIHXOJilI0, BOHa 30BCiM He JHYHTH
‘KabapeToBiit apTHCTLI...

— Tak... TH npaeay ckasana.. Kabaperosiit
-ApTHCTUI He AHWYATb MOBAXHi- M0 A Cb K i MOYyBaHHS.

Y Hel Ha OvyaxX MOKa3aJHCHA CAbO3H.

— Mu MOXeMO TiJbKH 3a06aBJATH AYpHiB i Ha-
xab, i nponasatu ceGe...

— Hy, roai Bxe.. cxoBait cabo3d, Kerri..
“HaAXOAMTb- TOW - wnurvid XKopx.. Ckaxe medoBsi,
IO TH PO3KHCAA... v

INo oGixi Kerri niwaa npoitucs no wmicti.

3ip ii npurarHyna po ce6e Gauckyua BHUCTaBa
J0BENipHOI KpaMHuUi. MHMOXiTh 3ymMHHMJACH: OT TaK
«co6i NOXMBHTHCH HA TapHi pedi; WeX TaK NPUEMHO
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Hi MPO WO He AYMaTH, TiaAbKH TIlUKTH OKO Tpolo-
6aps. OH nepcTeHi MiaAMOpPryioTb A0 Hei CHHiMH, 3e-
JIGHHMH, TONYOHMH OuMMa, HEMOB KaxyTb: ,JIOKHHb
KypOy!... OepH NMpHKIaA 3 Hac: MH HiuWM He nepeii-

MaeMmocs, Oaljyxi IO XHTTEBOI METYWIHI — TOMY
MH Taki He3MiHHO rapHi, Biuni... OH Ha 6pacaerui 3a-
CTHIJIa YMACh Kpanjs KPOBH, — 30JIOTi FOJAHHHUYKH

AMBJATBLCS Ha Hel, AIKOM MpHrallyBaJH, 110 Yac MHHAE;
3A€TbCS, MIAYyTh, — Ta i e iX He 3BOPYIUYE... BOHH
NiAMOPryioTh CTPiJKaMH, Hauye BisMH. 3040TO i cpi-
610 mae B co6i Tenao i xoxox. Lle ictoth — camo-
neBHi, 3piBHOBa)KeHi, 3aMKHeHi B CO0i, MHUIHI B Ma-
€CTaTHYHOMY CYNOKOi, MOiKe uepe3 le — He 3HaloTh.
Hi CyMmy, Hi pe3ursauii, Hi po3nyku.

Kerti uye, ax ui Bci peui noseau Hactyn Ha fi
CYMHHH HacTpi# — i Mycila mpH3HaTHCH, 11O He BH-
TpHMaJia Takoi CHJIH.

Hamauana B Top6uHLI ramaHeub, YCMiXHyJacs:
HHHi BOHA HECMONiBaHO rapHO 3apo0uJa, TOX MOXe:
NO3BOJUTH CO6Gi Ha AKYCb LALLKY.

Baifiluna 10 cepesHHH.

— YuM MOXY CHyXXHTH? — BBIiYJHBO 3BepHyB-
csl 10 Hel 1oBeJip.

Kerri nosesa okom no xpamuuui, mo6 we pas.
OrJITHYTH BCi peyi i piluMTH, 4Oro came 3axaliaTH.

— Tlpowy MeHi JackaBO NOKasaTH...

I cama He cnoxonuaacs, siK ycTa BUMOBHJIM Te;.
o iM NOAMKTYBalO cepue:

— ,»MYXeCbKi namipoCHHIUi... Cpi6Hi...

Ckasana — i AKOCb TenJo ifi cralo Ha Ay,
Tenauit cTpyMiHb Bill cepusi pO3JHBCA MO BCbOMY Ti-
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ai. Po3taHyJH JAbOAOBi IUNWJIBKH, IO CbOTOJAHI Bif
pPaHKy KoJoaH ii cymaiHHs. BoHa cama He 3Hana, y
YoMy piy, TiJbKH BiZluyBaja SIKMHCb TArap Ha Ayui;
WOoch MyJasao, ii gecb raMboKO y NiACBiZOMOCTH.
I ocb KOAM Hario BHCTPiNHIO pilieHHs — i#t crano:
Jerko; HaBiThb yCMiXHyJacsi 210 ceGe, a COPOMJAMBI Liiy-
KH He MOrJM 3aXOBaTH BiZ AOCBiJYEHOro IOBeJipo-
BOro OKa 3pajJHMBOi OapBH. .

Bubpana.

— Lo kowrTye?

— JlBicTi Kap&oBaHUiB...

— A 30J0Ta rapHa MOHOrpamKa?

— MeHw-6iabul: NSITLAECATD...

— [Hodpe... Ha 3aBTpa moxeTe 3po6uTH?

— Byxae rorose B mifi mnopi.. A ski aitepu
NpHAAYTb A0 MOHOIPaMH?

— »A” — ckopo Ta neBHo Bianosiza Kerrti; no-
TiM XBHIMRY HaJymyBajiacs i HeCMiJHBO AoAaja: —
A, moxe we # ,,)XX"... Aze npowy rapHo 3poGHTH...

"~ — Byaere 3anoBoJeHi... Hawa tipma Biznosi-

Zae 3a CBOIO poboTy... o

Ho ,Imnepismo” #iwaa Kerri B aarigmimiv Ha-
crpoi. B rapaepo6i 6yao ramipso. Ha MaieHbkux
CTOJHKAX CBITHJMCA CBiYKM, K Ha MXWAIBCbKHH 1a-
Gaw. Mix CBiuKaMM CTOSJM A3epKaJbUs Ta KOpOOKH
3 MaJbOBHJaMH, a Gifs CTONMKIB CHAIAM , AiBYaTKa-
3 Bapiere” i xapaKTepusyBasucs O BEYipHbOT'O BH--
cTymy.

3aitmalouu cBOe Micue KoJ0 Jloci, Kerri Bemix.
HyJacsi 10 Hel.
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— Uo, Be NpOMHHYAa TBOA MEJAHXOMiA? —
BECEJO 3anHraJa.

— Tak, MeHi Bxe Jerue...

Koau Kerri BukoHana csolo TOuky, noyana no-
BOJI nepebupaTHcs B rapAepobi, alle He B CalbOHOBY
CYKHIO, Ti/IbKH Yy NPOCTilly, AOMaUIHIO.

3 Basi30uKOI0 B pyUi MillIa A0 3aAHLOrO BHXO-
ALy 3 KaBapHi. B kopuaopi it 3acTynHB AOpOry KeJb-
Hep XKopx.

BunuyBiM rpyad, Ha SKHX BHOMMCKYBaJa TYrO.
HaKpOXMaJeHa, aje ,He nepwoi CBiXKOCTH'', 3 masMa-
MH, (ppakoBa cOpouka, BiH pOOHB ,IpHEMHE Jauue”.

— Os, a maaemyaseab Kerri Bke Tak ckopo
:30MpaloTbC RoxOMYy ?

— Tak, mywy #TH — Ccyxo0 Biznosiaa.

— A g tiwuB cebe HaZxi€w, WO CbOrogHi Oyay
MaTH NPHEMHICTb BiANPOBaAHTH Bac...

-— §1 # cama 3Hai0 popory... He noTpedyio, W00
‘MEHE XTOChb BiAMpOBaJXyBaB... -

— Hy, TaK... are’ s BMil0 GyTH JUKEHTeAbMEHOM.
.Meni maaemyaseab nono6aeTbes, i 1 HE XOUy Hiyoro
3anypHO...

BiH BHLIKiIpHB CBOT BeJHKi 3yOH B MacHii ycmiw-
ui i Haxa6Ho auBHBcA. Kerti cnanaxuyaa:

— [lpowy ycTynuTHCH 3 AOpPOrH, mase.. Moe
.TMOBax<aHHs ...

— I'M... a TO YOMY XX BH Hapas Taki ropai, Mazxe-
myaseab Kerri? 1 A0 Bac yeMHO, AenikaTHO... AGO TO
- ripWMil npuaTeJb AK Ti iHWi, WO CIOAM NPHXOAATDH?
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— He 3naio, ripwimii yu JAinwHH, ane f MOKY
BUOHpaTH cobi TOBapHCTBO, naHe )qume! [Mpowy
BiAuenuTHCA BiA MeHe!

— To BHM ropiyere MHOIO, MaHi?

— He norpedyi0 BaM LbOr0o MOSICHATH...

— TCasaite, wWo6 He Kasauca notim!

— He ©Ootoca BalwKX MOrpoa...

BoHa pykow Jerko BiAWTOBXHyJ1a HOro Hadik
i miwga xopuaopom. -

KeabHep 3:icHO 3auinuB 3yOu:

— Xapauwo... xapaiuo-c... [lacMoTpiu...

BuMaxHyBUIM CEPBETKOIO i MepeKHHYBIIH ii NpH-
BMYHHM PyXOM Ha JiBe paMsd, BiH NOMIHB eJNACTHYHOIO
X000 Ha caJio.

1L

— Ulo BiH c006i aymae... ueit HaxadHU# JAbokaii!
— OyHryBaaaca Kerri Ha 3raaky npo 3aiHUsHHS
KeJbHepa Xopxa. ,

HaemucHe niwsa mosodiwie, wWo6 XyTKOW XO-
JOI0 He NOoOGiAbLIYBaTH CBOr0 CXBHJKBAHHIL.

Kerri ycBizomuaa cobi, wuio xoci BOHa fKOChb
iHakwe ctaBuaaca A0 noAi6HMX sBMul: [loxoTausi
MOrJAAM, NOXAAJHBI HaTAKH i nponosuuii, nikaxTHi
pO3MOBH — He OOparauau i, HaBnaku — TilIWAH, 3
HHUX BOHa BHYyBaJa CBOIO XXiHOYy NpHBady, fiKa fK-
He-fIK TBOPHJA niAcTasy il iCHyBaHHs Ta ii ycMixis. I3
€aM032/|0BOJIEHHAM JIOBHJAA Fapsdi MOrJIANH MYXKYHH,
KOJIM TaHII0Bala Ha CUEHi, npuiiMasa KOMMJiMEHTH,
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NiATpHMyBaJa JBO3HauHi PO3MOBH Ha OeHKeTax i 3
XO0/0AHUM OOpaxyHKOM j03BOJisiaa ceOe NPOBOAMTH
IOA0MYy TOMY, KOTO BBarkaja 3a Hailiablie ,Hanili-
Horo”.

Tenep Xop:keBe 3aauusHHA noxparysa’o ii. Sk
BiH cMiBl.. §Ik BiH cMiB Tak roBoputH o Hei. Ha-
xadal!

Npasaa, Kerri 8 ycielo sicuicTio we He 3xaBana
cobi cnpaBH 3 TOro, WO BJAaCHE CTAAOCH, aje MOYy- -
Bala SIKHHCb HecMak, MoJApaKHeHHs, oGpasy.

Bxe 30BCiM CTEMHiJNO, BYJAHLi MyCTiaH.

Tlpoxoasu4 roloBHOIO AICKPABO OCBIiTJIEHOIO BY-
auduero, Kerri 3ycrpina nmapy: skuiich BOAK BiB mif
PYKy ZXaMy B 4YepBOHiM KameJioci, rycTO Hamnyupo-
BaHy, 3 MOMITHO migMaabOBaHMMH ycTaMH. Kypuau
nanipockH.

— A CKiJibKH-K BaC €? — XPHINVIUM TOJIOCOM
nura’aa jama.

— Iarepo...

— Hy, 10 51 He MOXy oxHa.. XoAiM, TYT Hexa-
JEKO MeIKa€ OJHAa MOf TOBapHIUKa... BisbMeMO ii...

BoHH npo#an MHMO, *

HepBoBi mypamku noGirau no KerruHoMy Tiixi,
Haue BOHA roJIOI0 PYKOIO JOTOPKHyJAacsi A0 »kKaGH.

Hesxex ue — ii maii6yTHe?

INoxkuulo BOHA HiGM apTHCTKA: ChiBae, TaHUIOE.
3a ue ogepxye BiA BIacHMKa Kabapery IJaTHIO.
lNpasaa, uiei naaTHi He BHCTa4a€ Ha AOPOri CyKHi, H2
PikHI BHOaru — TOX iHKOJH MYCHTb 3JOBHTH AKYCE
,Beauky pudy”. Tak pobaath yci ,Kkabaperosi HiB-
yara’.
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Ale ckiJbKM MiX THMH il TOBapHIUKaMH KpYiK-
JISIE OMOBiJaHb MPO ,AiBuYaT’, WO BTPATHJIH ro.Joc,
BPOJY, MOCTapiAHCA — i 3 UMX, YH iHUWIHX NPHYHH MY-
CilH MOKHHYTH ,,apTHCTHYHY” POOOTY i CXOAHTH A0
1I0pa3 HHXKYHMX JbOKaJiB, MOKH He NOYalH BHXOAHTH
Ha BYJAMULIO, IK OTa B YepPBOHIM Kamnealoci, CKOuyBaJH-
¢ Ha AHO i 3aKiHuyBaJgu CBOE€ OiJOJallHe IKHUTTH
y WIMHTaMi, Y 3aXHCTi A8 CTapuis.

KeTTi npuckopuaa XOJH, Haue XOTifa OMHHYTH
CTeXKH Ha AIKy LITOBXae€ il caMO KHUTTS.

3acnokoisacs ax y cBoiit kiMmHaTui. 3acBiTHaa
eNEKTPHYHY JASIMIIKY, OrJsIHyJacsi HaBKOJO, YCMiX-
HyJiacsl.

Mumoxite npuragana cobi BYOpalLIHIO CBOKO
npurony. fkuit BiH cMiwHKi, ueit Apced! A akuit He-
nonibuuit a0 iHmMXx myxuun! Takuit wupHit, npo-
cruii. He HaxaOuuit, He umHiuHu#, sk iHmi. JobGpe,
IO BiH 3aBTpa npHiige.- A sika HecnoAiBaHKa WHOro
TYT 3ycTpiHe! '

Ha HiyHuM#t cTOMMK KOJO JiXKa NOCTaBHJa
€JIEKTPHYHY JSIMIIKY, CKOPEHbKO PO3AArHyJaacs i Js-
raa. Ta 3acHyTH Bizpasy He morsa. Lo 3anawWHTb
OYi — ax TYT HE 3HATH 3BiIKM 3fBJANETHCH, SAKOH
nobiabwenHit o6pa3 XKopxka 3 KiHCbkMMH 3yGamu Ta
MOXOTAHBOIO ycmilikofo. Oui ManeHbKi, a MacHi-mac-
Hi, Haue B HHX XTO OJHBH HaansB. KeTTi mpucysae
RO ce6e Gaukue AAMNKY, 6epe B PyKH KHHXKKY, a 310-
3a CTOPiHKH Bixe BU3HDPAE NpHNJIecKaHe 06aHYYSA 3 PO-
TOM no cami Byxa: ,,Xi-xi-xi:xi-c... Magemyaseab ay-
MajaH BiAMEKaTHCA MeHe, a s BXe TyTa-C.. I rpouri
nxavy, sk i BCi...” TloBepreTbest Ha Apyruit 6ik, a TyT
NPOCTAralOTbCA A0 Hei KOCTHCTI, 3aKapiioyeHi PyKH.
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I uye wenirt, sKk raaauye cuuyanHa: ,HeT... OT MeHa He
yiapow”... Xoue Kerri 60poHHTHCAE — i IlerojfHa mno-
BOPYXHYTHCb, TiJIO CTalO fIKeCb OXJsJje, O6e3BaajHe.
Xoue xpHyaTH — f3WK Haye 3aaydiB. Ax ocb Kerri
yye, fIK Y rpyAsX LIOCb BOPYXHYJOCH — 3aJ3BEHiB
OJiara’ibHHi, MillHM#A roJoc.

Boxa Gauuth cebe Ha CUeHi B xa6ape’n Bxe
CKiHYHJIa CBOIO TOUKY i XOue BiliHTH, aje siKicb XOB-
Xe3Hi pyKH, 3 MajJbLAMH, IK Y noJina TPUMaloTh ii.
lllasb, sxuM BOHa 3akpusa coOi WWHI0, OGBUBCA AOB-
KoJa il yCT — BOHa He MOXe KPHKHYTH. A Ha calli CH-
AUTb ApceH i nmpoctarae xo Hei pyky. Mix ‘cueHoio
i casero sKach npipBa 3aJHTa PiAHHOI0 — TaMm KOHSK,
JikepH i Bce ue mepemillaHe 3 MOMHSAMH, fKi MIHBYTh
3 KaHaay. BoHa HaxuasieTbc 10pa3 Giablle Bnepej,
o6 MepecKOYMTH KaHaa i He 3BaXyerbcs. Hapas
XTOCb WITOBXHYB ii MiUHO asazxy, BOHa cxpmcye La
NMPOKHAAETHCS.

B BiKHO nMpoAHpaBCcs COHALIHHA yCMiX, BeCEAHMH
3aiiyukamu 6iras no mifnosi; Ha CTOJHKY cna60 CBi-
THJA €JEKTPHYHA JAsIMIIKA.

- Kerri sk KiTka cKOyHaa 3 JiXkka. ﬂx rapHo no-
'YHHAETHCA AeHb!

MNepex noxyaHeM niwaa a0 micra. lapuui ii Ha-
cTpilt 36inbluyBaau i NOriAHMMA, 30JOTHCTHA OCIHHiH
AeHb i wBaBuit pyx y micri. Cepel YHCIEHHHX Biii-
CbKOBHX, 10 6irand, i3AMaH, CHOBHraaH B YyCiX Ha-
npamkax, ii Oui WIyKaaH BHCOKOi, CTPYHKOI nocrarti
3 YOpHMMH OuuMa. SIKa-X BOHa AypHeHbKa! YCMiXHy-
Jacs cama Jo cebe: Tax BiH BapTOBHH, Ha cayx6i —
siKKe BiH MOXKe OyTH B MicTi?

Y ioBeaipa e OAHA NMPHEMHA XBHJIHMHA.
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— Hy, wo nase roTosa MOs NanipocHHus? —
3anuTana Kynus we 3 nopora KpaMHHLUI.

To#t ycmixascs.

— A 4M-X MOE CJIOBO HiyOro He Bapre?

Bin HarHyBcs i 3niz 06aaBKy BMHHAB mamnipoc-
HHMLIO 3 NMPErapHoOI0 30J0TOI0 MOHOI'DaMOI0.

Pantom Kerri ax noqepnom.na BiJX HeCNOXiBaHOI
AYMKH:

— A ckaxitb, Oyab sacka, maHe, YH He Maere
BH TaKMX PiXXHHUX MaJeHbKHMX (PirypovoOK... TaKMX amy-
AETHKIB, W06 MOXHa GyJO NpHYENHTH A0 Bika na-
nipocHuui? 3Haere, € Taki PiXHi KBiTKH, 3BipsiTKa...

— €, yoMy Hi? Bu XOTiau 6 neBHO CJOHHKA Ha
macrsa ?

— Hi, He caonuKa..

— € rapsi naByun 3 JOPOrux KaMiH4YHKiB 3 30-
JOTHMH HiXKaMH...

— Hi, 2 6 xoTina... koaH 6 Tiabku 6yno — mane--
CeHbKe XOBTe KypyaTKO uYM B3araji MajeHbKe MNTa--
ILieH... _

, Jlerko ycMixalouucb, BOHAa HECMiNHMBO, SKOCH-
3nija AOBrHX Bifi KMHyaa norasaoM Ha iosenipa. Cno--
AiBanacs, WO BiH ipOHiuHO 3acMieTbcs Ha Take ii
OaxcaHHsa, siKe Ti1 caMill BUAasoca HaiBHO-auTAYe. Ane
TO# yCMiXaBcsl MPHUBITHO, 3 3aJJOBOJIEHHAM, 110 MOXe:
3acnokoiTH 6axaHHA NMOKymnus. - '

— €, nani! Tpowy norasuytH.. Ochb Mai0 30-
JA0Ti Kypuatka.. Lle KynyioTh rosoBHo Ha Beawuk-
ZeHb... UM B3araji Ha BeCHi...

Bin nocrasus KOpOOGKYy 3 UMMH rapHHMH Api6-
HHukamu. Kerri BuGpana co6i nuckaeHs, WO GiXHTb-
i3 po3asBieHUM A3bOOHKOM.
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— A yH MOXHaA HOro NpHKPinMWTH AO nanipoc-
"HHL?

— [IleBHO, WO MOXHa... 3a yBepThb rOAHHH Oy-
Ze rOTOBe...

— To npoxaio ocb y WiM KYTHKY NPHPOOHTH...
3a yBepTb MOAHMHH A 3alay...

Kerti 3annatusa i Buiwaa. 3 ApceHOBHUX rpo-
wei y Hei saaMwuaocs 15 xapbosauuis. [liwaa xo
Halikpaioi xapueBOi KpamHHUi, Kynuja MAsSLUKY KO-
pororo xepecy, PiXKHHX 3aKycOK, OBOYiB, COJIOAOLLIB
i pasoM 3a Bce 3anyaTuaa Ginblu sk 25 xapGOBaHLUiB.
ITotim 3aitaa 10 ioBedipa, B3siia ManipoOCHHUIO i Be-
ceJ0 mimia AOAOMY.

JlaBHO B)Ke BOHa He MaJja TaKoro BJOBOJIEHHS,
SIK Tenep; y pykax OyJO TsXKKO BiJ NMaKyHKiB, 3aTe Ha
Ayuli CTaJo 30BCiM JIerKo, TaK Jerko, fiKk Hikoau. Jlecb
rau60OKOo, MiZ BepCTBOIO WEPCTKHX MOYyBaHb BOPYXHY-
J0Cs1 AABHO nMpH3abyTe MOYyTTs — BTiXH BijA A06poro
Aina. XXurra ans Kerri Gyso cyBope. 3a BHHHATKOM
.OJ{HOI-IBOX TOBapHILOK-IIAHCOHETOK, MPHATENIB BOHA
He Mana. XiHOUTBO, iHTeNireHTHi, YeCHi XiHKH Le Aas
_Hei 6yB UyXXHil, HePUCTYNHHUA i HEMPHXHAbHHA CBIT.
Lleii cBiT BHKJAIOUaB Hanepex YCAKY MOMJIHBICTb 30/H-

.3UTHCA 3 HUM. JKiHKM HeHaBHZiJM LIAHCOHETOK 3a Te,
o Ti rapHi, BiabHi AiByara, GasaMyTHAM iM HOJOBI-
KiB, HapeyeHHX, CHHiB.

Ti HiyHi cmiBOYi NMTaxH i TAaHUIOPHCTKH MaJH
.CMaBy MOJIOHy AO BJIOMHMKIB, §Ki MOYHHAIOTH CBOIO
npauio ToAi, AK yci #xyTs cnatu. I[lpaBxa, BOHH Ma-
au 3a co6010 OXOPOHY 3aKOHiB. AJe i mpeACTaBHUKH
LHMX 3aKOHiB HE CTaBHJMCA AO HHX Kpalle: BOHH MO-
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‘BOJIHJIMCSl 3 HHMH, K 3 NMPOKaXXEHHMH, U0 NMOWHPIO-
:I0Tb MOLLECTb.

IllaHcOHeTKH Haiibiablue MNOropAXKyBaldH XKiHO-
YUM CBiTOM O(iuiiHO NMPH3HAHMX YECHOT i BBaXKaaH
#oro cBiToM Malwkapu Ta OOJyAH.

3 myxuyuHamu cnpasa crossia iHakuwe. Cepen
HUX BeceJi CNOKYCHHLUi MaJ¥ AOCHTb BEJNHKY YacTH-
.y, fIKa JHHyJa RO HHX, WIyKala HacCONOAH, BUTpa9d-
Jla Ha HMX BeJHKi rpouui.

I Kerri po6uaa Te, o iHWi: npuitMaza rpoui,
6aBuJacsi, KPyTHJIa MYXYHHAaM roOJIOBH, Haye MCTHJA-
CA 3a Te MOropAXyBaHHs, L0 HOro 3asHasala BiX
CycnibHOCTH. AJle NMPH UbOMY BOHA NOYyBaJa AUBHHH
xoaon y aywi. Cepue ii Haye ckaMsHiNO i cTano He-
NPUCTYNHe AJs JIOACBKHX NMOvyyBaHb. BHKOHYIOUH BCe
Te, WO Mycina y cBoi#t Taxkift npodecii, Kerri kiab-
YacTHM JAPOTOM BiAropojikyBajia BiX CBOIX rocred
csoio aywy. He Gauuna mepex co60i0 JMIOAHHH, Tiflb-
KH Ti rpoui, AKki oxepxysana. I'poui craBaiu ift 110-
pa3 Giabiie notpiGHi, wopas Giabiie npuBabaOBaJH,
.60 AO3BOJAAM Ha BHriAHe, Ge3aKypHe XKMTTA.

I ocb ynepuie Kerti mouysa, mo rpoui He 3aB-
.ciiK MaioTh Taky camy Baprictb. Ti 300 xap6oBaHuiB
BiX ApceHa BnajH nepej Hel SK MeTeOp i OCHiMHJIH.

- BizpyxoBO, CHJIOI0 NMPHBHYKH, BOHA mifHecaa ix
i3 semui, ane Biapasy BOHM mouyaiau mexTd ii. Haumgo
BOHa iX B3fiJa, AK BOHA MOIJIa HaTAKHYTH Ha HUX?
‘Ue#t cmimnni XKoBToA3106MK HaBiTh He AOrajyBaBCHl,
10 BOHA MOXEe AOMaraTucs 3anjaTH. BiH-xe X npo-
BiB il X0 XxaTH oT Tak co6i. Hi, Bin 3axonuscs Helo,
1 MOYaB rOBOPHTH HaBiTh MPO KOXaHHSI.
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. Bin 6auuB y Hifl TiNbKM JIOAMHY, NOBOAMBCS:
3 Hel0 30BCiM, fIK i 3 yecHOW XiHKOI0. Bin monpocrty
He AONYCTHB AYMKH, W06 BOHA MOIJa CTaBHTHCH TaK'
CaMO 10 KOXHOro, 3 KHM NMO3HaHOMHTbCH...

Kerti novana nepexoautu B ayMmui we pas ycio-
IX pO3MOBY Bij mepluOi XBHIHHH, IK BOHH 3yCTpiHY-
Jaucs i cama cob6i He Bipuaa. HeBxe-x BiH mir 3ako-
xatHca? A mo 3Hayuau uux 300 xap6osaHuis i Te-
npoxaHHs, w06 BOHAa HIKOro iHWIOro He mpuiimMana
B cebe? .
Kerri ycmixHynaca mo cBoix aymox. $kowoch.
HeiiMOBipHOI0, i NpHBaGIHBOIO, i AaneKol0 i Zoporolo-
3ianacs i oAHa 3 HMX: BOHAa LIaHCOHeTkKa? Moxe
KoxaTtH? UM Bxke Koxae?

Hi, Hi... ue He aas Hei... aje BOHa MyCHTb TOMY
HaiBHOMY XJOMYHCbKOBi 3pOGHTH NPHEMHY HECNOJi-
BaHKYy...

I rak HecamoxiTh KeTTHHI AYMKH Bxke Apyruit AeHb.
KPYXJAfJH HaBKOJO ApceHa. 3acnokoisacs ax TOZXi,.
KOJH BCi HOro rpowi BHTpaTHJa Ha RApyHKH JAA
HbOro, a uie # i3 cBoix rpowe#t popana, wob Horo-
BrOCTHTH, KOJH MpHiJe y BiABiAWHM. 3 HeTepnaay-
KO0 OuiKyBajna TOi TOAMHH, KOJAH BxXe OyAe 3 HHM
caMma.

36upanaca ¥TH Ha 06ix @0 ,,IMmepisa0”, Koau
RO Hei B KiMHaTy BGirna 3apuxana Jloci. -

— Tn He Gauuaa XXoBTOA3106HKA? — MOKBAIMHO
NMHTAaJa, HaBiTb He BiTaIOYHCH.

— Hi... a mo cranocs? — 3 OCTpaxoM 3JeTiaa.
TPHBOXHA JyMKa. ¥YsBa Be ManioBana ApceHa, XO-
poro, 3abutoro, bor 3Ha skoro... Horu nix Helo 3a--

TPEMTINH.
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Jlioci cina Ha Kpiceako, 3 pO3MaxOM 3aJOXHJaa
HOTy 3a HOTy, Ha KOJMiHa MOKJAana CBOIO TOPGHHKY
i aicrana 3BiATH KOpOGOUKY 3 manipoCaMH.

— $1 agubana Ha ByaHLi ogHOro 3Haiomoro. Ka-
3aB, W0 WITa6 CKOPO Ma€ BHCTYNMHTH 3 MicTa...

— $k? ,,BoHH” BiAXOZATb?

— Tak, i To MabyTb HarJo.

— | 5 He nobGauy Apcena? §1 mywy #oro 3Han-
TH, 3 HHM NOrOBOPHTH!..

Kerti noyana noxanauBo HajaAraTH Kamneaiox,
3aKMHyJa NJal| HaOMalUKH, I'yA3HKH MOXHa 3acTib-
HYTH Ha BYJHUi...

— XouaiMm, Jlioci, Mmoxe MH iX aechb 311H63€M0' -

CusoMiub MOTArHyJa TOBapHIIKY 3 KiMHaTH.

B micti Bxe OyB mOMiTHH# He3SBHYAHHHH pYyX.
BeskoneuHi 06034, B CynpoOBOAi HEeBEJHYKHX OXO-
POHHHX YaCTHH, NpsAMyBaJH Ha 3axia. [lepe6iranu
CIOZM-TYAH BepXOBi BiCTYHH. 3piaka NMOMiX BaHTaX-
HHMH BO3aMH MNOSIBAABCA Kpawuid Micbkuit Bi3 a6o
(pisikep 3 XKiHKaMH Ta AiTBOpOIO.

IBi napu HepBOBHX OYe# LIyKaju Cepej HATOB-
ny BiHCbKOBHX, W10 HLIJAM XiZHWKAMH, UM iXxaau Ha
BO3axX, BEPXH i NMpH CKOPOCTpPiNax, TibKH OXHY JIO-
JIHHY.

Kerri He BUTpUMana.

— Jl03BOJbTE 3anMTaTH,” 3BEpPHYNacs BOHA A0
fIKOTOCb BiCbKOBOro: — yu wTab apMii yxe BuixaB?

To# nigospino morasiHyB Ha XiHOK: HaxabHe
nuraHua! Ta mabyts Hivoro HeGeanmeyHoro HOro no-
MIsJ He BHUIYKaB: a/KeX IINHTYHKH TaK HE MOBO-
AATbCA; HanmepHO cepuesi cnpasu.. Ox! Ti aoGomi!
YcMiXHyBCSI, NOXHTABIWK T'OJOBOIO:
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— MadyTb yxe BMIXaB... HalleBHO He 3Hal...

JliByata 0GGirau we Kiabka Byaulb, ajie BaxX-
KO 6ys0 iM 30pi€HTYyBaTHCsl y BeJHKiH maci BificbkoO-
BUX i IMBiABHHUX BigBOpOTUiB. JlonHTyBajauCd, ajue
XTO iM Mir cka3aTH WOCh NneBHe, KOJH BOHH CaMH
AKHJIH OCTaHHiMM HOBHHamu. Ti, W0 3HaJAM CnpaBAj,
MOXe i He XOTiJIM CKa3aTH.

3abirau po ,ImMmepisaio” — Moxe TaM Ha 00X
saiuwoB XTOCh i3 3HaitomMux? Hikoro He Oyuo...

lMo6irna Kerri momomy — Moxe ApceH 3axo-
AMB, MOXe JMIUKMB 3anucky? I[Turazacs cBoei rocmno-
AHHI — Hi, UA Hikoro-He 6auuaa i 3aMHUCKHU HIXTO He
3aJHLIHB. s :

Tak a0 Beuopa merywmuaacsa Kerri — i if wasx
He nepeTaBcs 8 ApceHOBOIO OpG6iTOlO.

3MyueHa, CXBMAbOBaHa, BepTranacsi XOXOMY, KO-
JH BXe 3aCBiTHJIMCA JiXTapi Ha BYJAMUSX, a BiANJIHB
Bificbka 3MaJiB i ByJHYHMI IIYM 30BCIM YILYX. .

Basira pesxi csoi peui i npubura miwaa xo ,,IM-
nepiaaio” Ha mpaulo.

Tocreit 6yn0 Mano; TPUBOXHHA HacTpiii MicTa
Bix6uBCA Ha BiABiAuHax kaBapHi. He 6yno axas xoro
HaBiTh MporpaMH Mmo4vHaTH. I[IOKPYTHBIUMCA TPOXH
3a CLeHOI0, WIAHCOHETKH MilllAH ZOAOMY.

Jlroci mignpoBajxyBajsa CBOIO TOBapMILUKY: TO-
poxkorina Ge3yraBky, rHiBajacsi Ha flm0a, Ha BCiX

yKpaiHLiB. » _
Yekait, monajgeTbCsa BiH MeHi we B pyku! — Bil-
rpoxysanacsi KynakoM y npocrip: — § #iomy npura-

aaio! S Homy noxaxy! SIm6ume ruaxuit! O6iuss e
XyTPO KYIHTH, a SHHK, fIK TXip!
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— Er, nait cnokiit — siamaxysanaca Kerri: —
Bauuiu e, 10 BOHH BiACTYNaioTh.. Moxe uacy He
MaJu... ue X BiliHa.. AJe, s rajaio, BOHH L€ MOBep-
HYTbCH...

Kerti Have notiwanra cama ce6e. Ille BuOpa
6aHCHYB Tiepe]i Hel0 OJHH MPOMiHb HaAii, Takui, WO
i He BBM:KaBCsl il paHiue y CHi, a HMHi BOHa He MOXe
AirHaTH #Oro, nepesipuTH, YH ue He omaHa. Te, siK BO-
Ha CXBMJIOBajlacs Hapa3 HeCNOAiIBaHOI0 3BiCTKOMW,
BiAKPHJIO NepeJ, Hel0 MOYYBaHHs, SIKOrO BOHa cama
He cnojiBafnacs... SIk BOHa Ayxe XOTiza ue pas mo-
GaunTHCH 3 ApCeHOM, MepeKOHaTHCs... BOHa 3Hana,
WO BiH — Bif{CbKOBHH, 1O AOJS HECNOXiBaHO KHJAa€
HuUM B yci GOKH, ane BOHa He AyMmaJa, IO BiH TaK He-
CNoAiBaHO MOXEe 3HMKHYTH.. BOHa Tak Tilmuaacs cue-
HOIO, Ky pa3-y-pa3 nepeaymyBaJa, fK ll¢ BOHa BpY-
YHTb HOMY MOJAPYHOK, Ha MHAMIt CIOMHH i SIK AOKa3,
o it HenoTpiGHi GyaM #oro rpoini, MO BOHa He 3a
rpowi jgapysaja HOMy CBO€ KoXaHHs. SIKOH BiH mo-
BipuB 1if, BoHa Gyxna 6 crokiiniwa, iit aerwme 6yao 6
3HOCHTH PO3JaYyKYy.

A Tak — moO BiH Aymae npo Hei?

BoHa ax XaxHyJacs Bif AYMKH: 4YH X Ti JiO-
IH, 3 AKHMH BOHA CXOJAHWJAacH, IKHM HecaMOoXiTb BiX-
JaBana i YaCTHHKY CBOEI Ayuli — YH BOHM KOJM 3ra-
JaloTh NPO Hei, IK Npo JIOAMHY, XHUBY iCTOTY, 3 Cep-
uem i aywmero? Hesxe-x i ApceH... -ApceH, npH fIKO-
My TaK XHBO, TaK 30BCiM iHaKIle NOYHHANO GHTUCH
il cepue, nige y CBiT i3 3HeBaXJHBOIO AYMKOIO NpO
Hei?!

— YekaiiTe BH, OCOpYXHi raitzamaku! — copo-
Kol ckpexorana Jlioci: — Ocb npuiiayTh ,,TOBapH-
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wi” — nokaxytb Bam! He xypuca, Kerri, — mu
3 ,,ToBapHiiB”’ BuOepemO cobi e KpaWHX XJOMUiB...
3 komicapamu GyaeMo GeHkeTyBaTH.. moGaumuil...

Axne Kerri Bke He yyna cBoei ToBapuwkH. [i
CnoJIOXaHi AYMKH JIETiIM 3a YKPaiHCbKHMH 00603aMH,
KPYXJAJH HaBKOJO XJOMUS 3 YOPHHUMH OUHMA...

[MycTKOl0, HENpUBITHHM XOJOAOM MOBifiJa Ha
Kerri i1 ximHaTKa.

Oxasaa aiBuuHa 6e3CHJI0 ONYCTHAACA Ha Kpicao.
Ii nornax ynas Ha nakyHouok. PosropHyaa ioro.
Haue nxo yosa mepus, motopkHyanacs ii pyka ao xo-
JIOJHOrO MeTaJI0 ManipoCHHLi; a TYT We i e MepTBe
KYypuaTKoO, IO 3[aBajiocd — CKaMsfiHiIO y CcBOiM 6iry.
Heonipene, Mosoze, 3 pazicCHUM OKJIHKOM KHHYJIOCh
Ha3yCcTpiy KHTTIO — Ta Hapas, 6e3ronoce 3aCTHrJO.
INpupiBHIOBaNa KO HLOr'O CBOE MOJOJAE, HeOMipeHe KO-
XaHHS.

Koxauusn?

Moxe...

Yu He AMBHe Te, IO CaMe B TOH HeHb, KOJH Ap-
CeH 3ycTpiBCA Breplle 3 TaKHM JEerkHM, NPHHAriAHUM
KOXaHHAM, — BOHA BiZyyJa, IO Brepiie BCi Ti Jerki
NPHHArifiHi NOUYYBaHHA NEPEMiHIOIOTBCA B HEl y ILOCh
HOBe, moBaxHe. ApceH He 3Hae Ginbwe npo ii CBiT,
HiX BOHa NMpO YHCTe, iea]bHE KOXaHHA... )

Iig noaaiTkol MackapaaoBoi AiHCHOCTH, MpH-
KpHTOi OpyAHHM HaMyJOM — Ha XBHJHHY BOpYX-
HyJ0CA WOCh rapHe i Tenae: Hagia! DBoxe, HeBxe-X
IJIA Hei CTaB MOX/IMBUH MOBOPOT JO MHHYJIOro —
TOro AO6GPOro MMHYJOro, KOJM BOHa we Gyxa nja
OmiKOK MaMH?
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HoBe XHTTH... 3 POAHHHHM TEMJIOM... 3 YHCTHM
:CYMJiHHAM...

3 6paBypol0 JIOAHHH, WO JAKAETHCA PO3Yapy:
BaHb KeTTi BijgraHsna w0 CMOKYCAHBY AYMKY 3 MOJA
cBoei ceigomoctH. Ta BOHa HenpoxaHa 3ayenuJacs
3a AKMIACh OKpaiyHK cepus — i TaM ApasHuUJa HOro,
:AK6H npoOGyBajsa MPOOGHTH LIKapaayuly 3HeBipH. '

Ha camy araaxy npo BTpPayeHHil i Bce Lie MOX-
JIMBHH pait — Aylia HaNOBHSAJAACA TENJIOM...

ByBaloTb TaKi XBHJMHH, KOJMH JIOAHHA 0GayuTb
MOXJHBICTb 3MiHUTH BCE CBOE XHTTH i Xanaerbcs Cy-
JAOPOXHO L€l Haroad, HenesHa, YH BOHA BEPHETHCH
Bapyre. Kerti Bipuaa B Te, 110 BCe 3aJE€XHUTb Y XKHT-
Ti, 3 fIKOI0 JIOAMHOIO JIOAWHA 3yCTPiHETbCH i UM Ay-
wa BiANOBiCTb Ha KHHeHH# NOKJHK. OCb KOJIH npo-
MHHE TaKa Haroja JierkocepjAoO NpOMNylleHa, Moxe
IKUTTA He 3MIHMTLCA AJ8 Hel HiKOJIH.

Uy y cipi#i woAeHWHHI HE TaK cCaMO fIK Ha Biii-
Hi, e AKacb OJHAa HeBEJHYKAa NMPHYHHA HaJa€ HanpsaM
JanbluuM TOAisiM? ‘ '

YekaTH 3 3aM0)KE€HHMMH DYKaMH 3aBTpilIHbOrO
AHA?

3HoBy ,IMnepiaab”... MacHi norasau, nsHi GeH-
-KeTH, KowMapHi Houi... Bpp...

Yyaa, siK KOpY CTHC if ropsio, fiK 3aneKa0 B Oyax-
— i Ha XOonOAHe, 3 MePTBMM MNOJHCKOM, Ge3aywHe
BIKO MamipoCHHLi BraJja >XHBa, rapsiya Cab03a.

BiapyxoBo pyka morsraacs A0 TOpOMHKH: Tam
-3aaBHa Kerti Tpumana mopomok Mopdinu, sKH# Ai-
'CTaja BiJ 3HaioMOro BificbkoBoro Jikaps. Lle xosa-
-~1a Ha ,,YOpHY FOJAMHY", KONH XHTTA CTaHe HecTepm-
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He. LlumM xoTia OXOpOHMTH cede BiA CMEPTH ,,niE
naoroMm’.

Axe Ta ,,yOpHa roaMHa” HacTaja 3HayHO cKopi-
we... Ocb BOHA... y)e NPUALIIA... IMBHTLCA OYMMa.
Menysu Ha CBOIO XepTBy...

Ta panTom nmpocTsirHeHa pyka 3aBuc/ia B MNOBi--

TPi, He NOCArHYBILUH TOPOHHKH.
Kerti uye cnportuB cBoro cepus:

— 3auekaii... 3ayekai... AJuKex ,,BiH” He BMep,.
BiH XHBHH... A 1O AK BOHH NMOBEPHYTbCA 3aBTpa, 3a.
THXJAEHb, 32 Micaub? Bce Moxe 6yTH, TilbKH... TeGe:
BXe He Gyje... ONaMsTaics... '
OXJaAHM pPyXOM CXOBaja TNanipOCHHLIO Ao
wadmu.
%

Koan Haz mictoM Tpickanu wpanHeai, a B Mi--
CTi CBApHJHCA CKOPOCTPiJH, KOJH BifNaAdJHCH ¥ 3a-
THXadH OKJuKH ,,CnaBa”, a roJocHiuie # BHpasHilue.
3Byyaau: ,, ToBapiumi, Bneppon!” — Kerri 3 mianyx-
JHMMH BiJ CJi3 OYyHMa Jexaja B CBOIM JiXKKY, 3alixaB-
IIH rOJOBY MiX NMOAYWIKH. A KOJH COHUE Ha APYrHii.
JA€Hb MOrJAAHYJO Ha MiCTO, NMOGaYHAO JIOACbKE My-
paBJauille B NOBHOMY pyci. 3MiHH, Ha MepLIHA NOrJinj,.
Maitxe He Oyxo. Ti cami 6yauMHKH, Taki caMi a0au —-
TIIbKH XKOBTO-OJaKHTHI npanopH 3aMiHHJMCA Ha yep-
BOHi, @ aHIMACHKOro B3ipUsi KalUKeTH Ha FOCTPOKiH--
LeBi LIOJOMH.

Ta ue Tax TiJbKH -Ha NMepLIHA MOrJASA 30BCiM:
yyxoi.3 iHWOI NJaHeTH JNIOAHWHH MOTIJIO - 3XaBaTHUCH,.
1O XHTTA TYT He 3MiHHJOCS.

Xou (DpOHT Lle He XaNeKO NMOCYHYBCHA Bif Mi~.
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CTa, Ta B HbOMY BXe TBOPHMBCA HOBHI1 JaA. Kacysaau
cTapi yCTaHOBM Ta iHCTHTYLil, TBOPHAH HOBi. Jlioau,.
O AOTenmep TPHMalH B pyKax KepMmy JAepXKaBHOrO
M CycmiJIbHOrO XXHTTH, BIAXOAHJIN HA MiAPAAHi CTaHO-
BHlIA, a TO # 30BCiM Ix ycyBahu 3 nocai. JlexTo nmo--
nae i B BA3HHWIO. [0 BAaAH NPHXOAHIH HOBi JIOAH,.
3 HH3iB; BCIOAH TBOPHUJIHCH ,,paiH’”.

[MpoJserapusyBanocs He TiIbKH JAEpXKaBHE Ta
rpoMajChKe KHTTA — Llle MIHGWI COUisAMbHI 3MiHu
3aYenJIOBAJH KOXHY ORHMHHMLIO 30KpeMa. Tpickano
# BaJMJOCA NPaBO BJAACHOCTH; BYUOPAILHi 3aMOXHi po-
GuiaMcs xebpakamu, 60 iM BiaAGHpanH Bce MaHHO.

lapsui aHi mepexuBaB Tex ,IMnepisab”’ — pap--
Ma, mo KadewanraHu Ha#ibiablie iHTepHALiOHAMbHI
YCTaHOBH.

B Beaukilt xoHueprToBi#t caai 6arato Jai0aeH,.
xou mo#Ho 10 roauHa 3panKy. I Ha cueni JaioaH —
TIIbKM He TaHUIOKOTb, He CMiBalOTbh, a CHAATbH 32 CTO--
JUKOM, T'OBOpSITh, MHIIYTh, A3BOHSATD.

360pu. 3araabHi 360pH Bcix cayx60BUIB ,,IM--
nepiamo”. € TYT CTOpPOXi, Kyxapi, NOCYJOMHIHKH,.
KeJbHEepH, MY3HKH, L1aHCOHEeTKH; € i ,, TOBapHlI-Xa3s--
iH” Ha cadi, CKPOMHO ONYCTHBIUM I'OJIOBY.

Keabnep 2Kopik, mo xo cBoro ypsaoBoro ¢pa--
'Ky NpHYENHB BEJHKY YEPBOHY PO3ETKY, — rOJIOBYE.

— Orxe, TOBapHIli, NOCTaBA€Ha NpPONO3HULis,
L0 TOBapHIU-Xa3siiH Mae oJepxysaTH 5% BiJ YHCTO-
ro LOAEHHOrO AOXOAY HAWOro niAnpHeMcTBa.. Mo-
Xe XTO XOue BHCIOBHTHCH 3 LbOr'0 NMPHBOAY?

— Tlpowy cnosa!l — o03BaBcsi CTapeHbKMil Ky-
Xap, WO lie NOCJHyrayeM-XJonueM NoYHHas CBOKIO Ka~
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piepy B uiM camim ,IvMnepiani”, KOAH BAACHHKOM #O-
ro 6yB 6aTbKO TeenpilWHLOro rocmoAaps.

Kyxap mouaB Ka3aTu:

— IManose ToBapHwi, OCb MH TyT 3i6panucs
# MOYMHAEMO HiMHTH LIKYpy BeAMens... YyxXoro BeA-
MeJs, nmaHoBe, 60 He MM i#toro cnoJioBanu... He Haw
-Bin! Ym x tak Gyae cnpasegnuBo? Xa3saiH Taki AOB-
ri poKM TpUMaB Hac, niaTHB Ham.. HeoauH 3 Hac
‘3HalIIOB y HHOrO 3apoG6iTOK i BHHIIOB y A0AM. UH X
HaM TOMMTbCA Temep TaK BiAmJauyBaTH Homy?
UM )k HaM He Kpaule...

XKopx 3an3BOHHMB.

— Bia6upaio BaM caI0BO, TOBapuuy, 60 BH ro-
BOpPUTE KOHTppeBOJIOLiMHi pedi... Temep, MOXHa CcKa-
3aTH, npuiilia HacTosiwa cBo6oaa... JIOCHTb MU Bike
NpauloBajlM Ha KaniTaaicTis, NoOpa NONpauioBaTH i Ha
.ceGe... OTe TOBapHuIeBi-xa3faiHOBi aumaemo 5%...
Xou, Ha Milt morask, i UbOro He BapTO JAaBaTH.. XTO
‘TIPOTH LbOro? '

HixTo He miaHiC pyKH.

Crapuii Kyxap CyMHO NMOrJAsiHyB Ha rocmojaps.

XKopx kasas xadi:

— Lle nmianpueMcTBO Temep Hawe... Hapoase...
.Mycumo BHOpaTH KOMITeT JJS KepMyBaHHA HHM...
:a Hacamnepex roJosy...

3aJyHaqH OKJIHKH:

— Xopx! Xopx!...

— Xopx INMuukinu!

— IMumkin xa# Gyse roaosowol..

Yopx BCTaB, YKJIOHHBCA, NpH YoMy #HoOro ycra
‘POSTArAMCA B YCMillli, WHPOKiH, AK Tapijka.
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— Xou iHWHKX NpOMo3HUiA Hema, i BCE X Npo-
TOJOCYI0: XTO 3a Te, W06 s GyB ron0BOK MiANpH-
€MCTBa, MpOlIY MiAHECTH PyKH!

Biabwicte nigHecaa pyku, 2Kopx TeaTpaibHO

PO3KJIaHABCH.
— [sikylo-c 3a AoBips... A Tenep, — KasaB BiH
Rani: — mpolly BHOpaTH uwiaeHiB Komirtety. Sl raaaio

TaK, WO HaM y KowmiteTi Tpe6a MaTH NpeACTaBHHKIB
KyXHi, 06cayrd Ta cueHd... [lpowy HamiuaTH KaHau-
HariB...

CymHo ausuaaca Kerti Ha uio npoueaypy. Odym-
Ku ii 6aykanaum mecb jaanexo. He momithaa Ha cobi
i muabHOro, rapsyoro norasay Xopxa, fAKMM BiH
KHHYB y i1 .6iK, KOaH Horo BuOpaJH roJoBOIO MiANpH-
eMmcrBa. Hasith mMano 3xasana cobi cnpaBy 3 TOro,
o BJiacHe TyT Aisaocs. Tiabk¥ SAHWBOBAHO MNOTJAHY-
Jia HaBKOJIO,  fIK Ha CaJi NouaJHd KpHYaTH:

— Kerri! Kerril...

[Moku po il cBiZOMOCTH AiHwNO, B YOMYy piy,
BOHa nobGauuna Bxe 6arato pyK, MiAHECEHHX yBepX.
Ii BuGpanu A0 KOMiTeTy, IK NPeACTAaBHHUUIO CLEHH.
' — Ysaxaii, Kerri, — wenrana iit Jlioci, uo cu-
Kina mopyu i3 Hel: — He Jail HaC OLHraHHTH THM
npoiauceiTaM KesabHepam... OOGCTOOM Hawi iHTepecH,
60 XK MH BJaCHe MPHUTAraeMO rocteéf i po6HMO KacH,
a He BOHH... -

. Ilo BuGopi komitety XKopx nmopywus ime oA-

HY Ay)Xe BaHy CnpaBy — TaK 3BaHHX ,,MapoOK’’; aje
360pH AOPYYHJIH BXE€ CaMOMy KOMiTeTOBi pO3pOOHTH
¥ HaJazgHaTH L0 piu.

YBeuip ,Imnepisab” caB orHamu: Camo, npu-
-6paHy Ha-uyepBOHO, HaMOBHHJAH ,,¢peHui”, ,wHHeRI”
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i TPOXHM UMBIJbHHX ,nigxakiB”. Jam He G6yao. Baac-
He OyaH ,aaMH’, aje Taki, 110 HaBiTh LIAHCOHETKW
cTapanucsi He OyBaTH 3 HHMH B OJHOMY TOBapHCTBi.

Xapakrepuayouucss B rapaepobi, Kerri tpoxu
po3BifJja cBifi Cym. A KOoAM Ha ,,6ic” BMKOHyBaJa Ta-
Heub anauwliB, ycs Biaganacsa nopusHii mysuui. He
Gauuaa, K Ginfg OXHOrO CTONMKA UHMBIABHHH ,,MiA-
Xak”, BHPa3HO MOCKOBCbKO-MOHI'OJbCBKOIO THNY, 3i
CKiCHHM TIpOpi3OM Ouel i HOCOM, SIK KapTOmJs, HeX-
6aiMM KMBKOM maJbls NOKJAHKyBaB JXopxa i npo
110Ch NHTaB HOro, NMOKasyloyu PyKOIO Ha CueHy. He
6aunna, sIK NMOYEPBOHIB TXHiH roJoBa, IK BHIUKipHIH-
¢ Horo KiHCbKi 3y6GH, a Oyka MUIIKaMH 3a6iraad HaB-
KOJIO; fIK BiH CTaB nepex rocreM Yy ¢opMi ZoBroro
BHFHEHOrO MHTaIHHUKA, NiJJECHO CXHJHMBLUH TOJOBY
Habik.

Kerri nypxana, sruHajacsi, nausia. B Tift XxBH-
JIHHI He JiyMaJa Hi npo mo — BCA BiAAaBajacs CBO-
MY MHCTEUTBY, — Haue B THX PHTMiYHHX pyxax Xo-
Tina sHaHTH 3abyTTA TOro, YuM Haboaxino ii cepue.

*

MuHyJ0 BiKe KiibKa AHIB — CipHMX, OJZHOMaHIT-
HHX, HaCHYEHHX TPHBOXHOIO Hanpyrol. Kerti aense
BiJlHaXOJHJa CBOIO piBHOBary; ii ONaHOBYBaJO sKeChb:
OTYNiHHS.

Ta ocb cepejn HeuwikaBHX CipuX CTOpPiHOK KeTTH-
HO1 KHHTH XXHTTS NOYaJH NMOSIBASTHCA  KHBilWli pos-
Rinn, koau Kerti nouas 3anpomy3a'm RO CBOiX 6en-
KeTiB MOCKOBCbKHH ,,MijKaK’.

Bxe asiui Kerri mycina GpatH y'-laCTb y nuum-
HUX BeuyepsaX. | KoMnaiMeHTH ,niMkaka” (BHAHO,
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SIKHACb HayaJbHHK!), i aabKOroJab, WO NPHUIAylIyBaB
il Hecnokiit i XkypOy — JnaBaau it CAKy-TaKky poO3-
Bary i noJerwy. BiguyBaiouu ue, BOHa He yHHKaJla
(3pcwToi0 3 000BSA3KY Mycina ue poGurtH!) aHi TOBa-
pHcTBa, aHi OeHKeTyBaHHs, ajie BXe He BiAAaBajacs
#oMy, fIK AaBHiule, yCi€l0 CBOEIO iCTOTOIO, i CynpoOTH
MyX4YMH TpuMajaa ceGe cTpuMaHo, 306epiraana npu-
CTOWHY BiJACTaHb.

Bauuaa, mo ,mizxak” 3aIHUAETHCA OO Hei,
CHnJe rpiliMH, ane HasycTpiu #Horo 3abaraHkaM He
Huwaa. Lle posnaniosBano we Ginblie ropsyoro Komi-
CapyHKa H TSArHYJO A0 Hei.

Jlioci Tak camo ckopo 3Ha#uAa co61 NPHUXHJb-
HHKa.

— $1 T06i kasana, Kerri, w0 o6iiizemocss 6e3
THX raiaamakiB. Ocb yxe i maeMmo co6i ,,yxaxopis”...
Miit — TO sAKMACH iHTEHJAHT... YKe OGiLsAB MeHi cenb-
CbKiHOBE XyTPO... A TH BXX€ OKpPYTHJa CBOro?

— Hi, He Moxy npucuaysatu cebe a0 G-
4YOoro 3HaMoOMCTBa.

— EXx, aypHa, aypua tH, Kerril... Y4 TH ragaew
XMTTA 362BMUTH COGi uepe3 OAHOrO XOBTOA3IOGHKA ?

Ha camy wio nasBy Kerri cna6o ycmixmyaacs, ii
6xini wokM nmopoxesinu: sika fo6pa ta Jlioci, mo ca-
ma sraxye npo XKosroasio6uka! Ot it yxe Jerume
crazo. lllo6 He naTk ypsaTHCS pPO3MOBi, MOKBanHO
Biznosina:

— o x s mMalo pob6uTH?

— o poburu?! Xutn THM, WO AeHb NMPHHO-
cuTh! BUKHHYTH MHHyse 3 cepus!

— flk6u s wMmoraa.. — CYMHO NMpH3HaBaJjacs
Kerri.
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— He Buitne ue todi Ha po6pe, Kerri... Uu ™™™
He 3aypina — cnpasai 3amobuaaca? KuHb.. Taki
»OXH" Ta ,,axu’ He J;iaa Hac.. Onamsaraiical..

Paunkamun xoxmaa Kerri mo ,ImMnepisaio” Ha 3a-
CilaHHsl KOMiTeTy, sIKMH Tenmep BiB yClO rOCNOAAPCbKY
YaCTHHY.

Xou it Gyn0 # HenpHEMHO, aje LIOAHA MycCija
syctpiuatHcs, i ropoputH 3 XopxeM, mo Bce Giab-
we ¥ Giablle nouyaB BUABJAATH i - cBOlO yBary. Lls
yBara Liopa3 CTaBajia ynepTilla, HacCTHpJHBilla, ax
nepexojHia y mnepeciifyBaHHS.

— KerTi, 3po3ymiiiTe, 1O 5 Tenep — roJaosa,
rocnoaap, — Kasas BiH 1/ Ha caMOTi MO OAHIM 3a-
cizaHHi: — Bu Hepo3cyZHO poOGHTe, KOJH BiAKHIAETE
MeHe, HeXTyeTe MHOI0. Bu maau 6 noaBifiHy KiabKicTb
Mapok i iHwi BUroAH... 6yau 6 naxe...

— He rosopiM npo ue — BianekyBaJacsi pos-
moBH Kerri.

— To BH pilyye BiaxHWAaeTe MOI WMPi npomno-
3Huii? — HaTHckas XXopx. Moro oui, MOB poaneueni
BYIJIHKH Bil IKMX ifie yaj, BHOJMCKYBaJH HeAOOpPHM
BorHeM. XXKOBTO-4OpHi KpHBIi 3y6n HEpPBOBO NpPHKY-
LUyBaJH ryGH. s

— He notpe6ylo aHi BawMxXx MapoK, aHi Bawo-
ro KOxaHHs... [Ipoimy 3aJHUIHTH MEHe y CNOKOol, —
TBepAO BiAMOBiJa BOHA, BiACTYNAal4H BiX HbLOrO.

— Lle Bawe ocTaHHE CJOBO?

— Tak... | npomy po meHe Giablue He NMPHCTa-
BaTH, 60... 3pobuo ckanaaxl..

— Tak-c... Xapaio-c...

CxBuaboBaHa Kerti 3 o6ypeHHsM pO3noBijana
cBoiii ToBapumui Jlioci npo nepecxiaysarHa Jopxa.
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— Yoro BiH Xxoue BiJ MeHe, TOH HaxaOHHH na--
kysa?!l. Or BuGlo mo nuui i Gyae MaTH...

— Byab obepexsa 3 HuM, Kerri.. T 3Haew,,
IO PO HBOI'O KaXYyThb?...

— Lo?

— Lllo Bi# Ha cayx6i B ,,ueka”... BiH — YekicT....

— Xait co6i 6yae... 1 #ioro HeHaBHAXy # ycel.

— Tec... TEx0... — Jhoci npukiana nazieub A0
yCT.

Bouu po3moBasaM B rapiepo6i no o6iai, a Tam’
nepexoauno 6araTo pixHHX OCi6. ;

Harno Hosa. aymxa onpoMiHuza JliocHHe 00--
JIHYYS.

— 3Haew 10 s Haaymanaa?

— Illo?

— AJie THXO... CayXai...

Bona Ha6nusuaa csoe aune a0 Kerri i maitxke:
MOLLENKH MoyYajna rOBOPHTH:

— Tux Gaunimi mo xO TeGe POGHTL OYKO-
BaiHoB... : ;

— fxuit BainoB? — 3ausByBanacs Kerri i Mu-
MOXiTb miZHecka ro.aoc.

— Yu Gyaews TH TUxo! — sawmuniza Jlioci Ha
TOBapHILIKY.

Kerri HifIKOBO ycMixHyJsacs:

— Bwub6avy... 3abyxacs...

— JlypHa TH, — Kasaaa pani Jlioci: — Bainos
‘ne TOH YOPHABHM... ¥ MiZXKaKy.. WO yAagxKye OeH-
KeTH... Lle-x rosoBa npucdpoHTOBOI ueka... Bin ycs-
kux XKopxiB y GapaHsuMii pir 3sirHe.. TiAbKM npu--
'MHJbCA A0 HbOrO..
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Kerri saaymanaca. BoHa npurajgana codi To-
ro UMBIJIBHOrO, WO yJAaAKyBaB TyJfHKH ¥ HeXBO-
3HayHO 3aauudascs n0 Hei. Joci Kerri 6yna, moB ou-
MaHijia, MaJIO 3BepTaJia yBard Ha OTOYEHHS, AKOCb Me-
XaHIYHO cnpuiimMana noaii, AoBkosa cebe. Tenep pi-
LIKHJa NPUrasHyTHC TOMY DBaiHOBy — aHy X craHe
y npHroAi npu o60poHi npotH XKopixxeBHX Hamacref.
“TpumaTH B pe3epBi MOMiY — He 3alUKOIAHUTD.

Toro Beyopa Kerti mocraHoBusa cO6i 3BepHYTH
Ha BainoBa Gisabuy yBary, sk TiJbKM npuiige moO ,,Im-
nepisJio”.

BukoHyloun nonyaspHy G6GOJablleBHLbKY MiceHb-
Ky, Kerti Hasupuem obkujana caiuio. 3BepHy’aa yBa-
ry Ha Te, 10 fKicb JABa LMBiJbHI MOJOAHKH 3a CTO-
.JIHKOM 6isfl CTiHH, MHJABHO TH MPHIAAKANHCA i CTEXKH-
JIM 3a ii TaHueM. AJe ii oui He 3ynHHHJAMCSA AOBLUE HA
.IUX MOJIOAMX JIOANIX — BOHHM LIYKaJH 3HAHOMOI NO-
CTaTH B YOPHIM ,mimxaui”.

€! IpusiTHO iit ycmixaerbcs, Ge ,,6paBo”. Cu-
AMTb HaNpoOTH CUeHH. 3 HUM i JIIOCHH 3aMHUANBHUK —
nocrayajbHHK. ,Byne GeHker... Gyxe Haroxa...”

[Mpoxoasiun mnomix croaukamu npo bBaixosa,
SIKMA 4epe3 KeJbHepa 3anpocCHB ii A0 CBOro TOBa-
pucrBa, Kerri mouysa Ha co6i uumiich rapsaydit no-
rasx. OrasHyaacsi: ABa MOJOAMKH B LHBiIbHOMY OZd-
8i, WO Tak nuabHO OGcepByBaau ii Ha cueHi. OxuH,
IO AMBHMBCA Temep Ha Hel — He3HaHOMHH; JApYrH#
CHAIB J0 Hei CNMHHOIO, MOXXe HaBMHCHE BiJiBEpHYBCS.
[Lloch Hi6H 3Haitome, aje — Je, KOAM BOHa Gauuaa
upboro nanka? [lpuragatu He Mmoraa, a pobpe pos-
rasHyTHCs He Gyao0 wacy, 6o 1 nasycTpiu yke nig-
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BiBcA BaiHOB i 3 NpHBITHOIO YCMIlUKOIO 3anpollyBas-
A0 CcToJa.

Benker 6y y posrapi. Kerri manixunaaca 1o:
BainoBa, i BiH 6yB UMM NOMITHO BIOBOJEHHi. Bia-
BEpPTAIOUMCS KAPTIBJIHBO Bif Komicapa, Kerti kunyaa
norask y6iK i... BBeCb XMiJb panToOM BHJETIB 3 roJo-
Bu. ITiaxaiOHa ycmimka 3acturaa Ha ii ycrax, CJIOBO
ypBanocsi Ha NOJOBHHi. BaiHOB 3AMBOBaHO NOrJsHYB-
Ha Hei, a BoHa Gysa MOB crnapaaixoBaHa. Ii oui cxpe-
CTHJIHCS 3 NOrAAAOM IOHaKa, WO CHAIB Gias CTiHH:
ue 6ys Apcen.. Tak, Hema cymHiBy — BiH, JXKOBTO-
HA3106HK!...

Iv.

Koau BHOui wTad apmii AicraB Haka3 BiJCTy-
nuTtH Ha 40 BepcTOB Ha 3axif i moyaB rapsayKoBO Ja-
JMTHCA A0 BiAi3ay, ApceH, fik BapTOBHH CTapllUHHa,
He Mir Hi Ha XBHJAMHKY 3aJMIIKHTH cayxO6u. Hasith npo
fioro npuBaTHi peui nox6as TosBapuw IleTpo, AaswK
BiANOBiAHI HakasH ApPCEHOBOMY JKYpi.

BnoayaHe BaHTa)XXHi aBTa Ta BaJKH BO3iB 3 BiX-
NOBiAHOI0O OXOPOHOI0 MOTATHYJHCA Ha 3axiX. B Mi-
CTi 3aJHIIKNAcA TiJIbKH YaCTHHa MOJbOBOI JXaHHZap-
mepii A OXOPOHH MOPAAKY.

3BinbHUBLIIKCA KOJO 12 rox. 3 BapTH, ApceH
y BeJHKiM mOcmixy CKOYuB A0 Micta. 3abir Ha 3Haito-
my Byauulo — Kerri Bgoma He 6yao. IloxkpyTHBCcs KO-
ac ,,IMnepisan” — Takox He no6Gauus II.
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Hema paau: myciB BiAi3AMTH 3 MicTa, He 3Ha-
FO4YH HaBiTb, K Ta AiBYHHA HA3UBAETHCH, i 3BiJIKH MO-
XoxuTb. Ha BiitHi JIOAHMHA yacTille CTPiAsIE Hix 3BH-
yailHo, a bBor wuacrime kyai HocuTb. Hiuoro He
BAI€LL...

[ToxHionneHui, NpUrHoOGjeHui Ha3xorHas Ap-
CeH CBOIO BaJIKY.

CuxiB Ha oxHim Bo3i 3 [lerpom. ByB 3amyma-
HM#, 3i/XaB, 4acTO KypHB NanipocCH.

— Hy, yoro Td poskuc? 3iaxaeu, sik HOBOOpa-
Helb 3a CBOel Mapyceo! — nokenkoByBaB 3 HbOTO
TOBapHILL. ‘

— §I? — 6aavopuBca ApceH: — §1 Hiuoro... To
TOOGI TaK 3Ja€ETbCA...

— Ta Bxke 6Gauy, Gauy... [Tmonbl.. X106 TO
co6i cywuB rosoBy uepe3 xiHOTy.. Ocb moizemo no
Kpaworo, GiJbworo MicTa — TaM e KpaluX XAiB-
yar 6yaeMO MarTH...

— Ta s He TOMY... — BHNpaBJyBaBCsi ApCceH: —
MeHi cymMHO, L0 MH Bigctynaemo. JMBHCb: Hauwli BaJ-
KM, IK NMTaXH, WO MOKHAAIOTb PiAHM# Kpaii.. Ta nra-
XH 3HalOTh, L0 Ha BECHY 3HOBY MOBEPHYTbCA AOAO-

MYy... @ MH? ..

— Orakoil... Komy-komy, a Bxe He TOGi Take
rOBOPHUTH... aX HiAKOBO ciayxaTu — cBapusca [le-
Tpo: — [lo6yBaB yxxe Ha (DpOHTi, TO NMOBHHEH 3Ha-

TH, WO BiABOPOT ue uie He nporpaHa.. OT neperpy-
nyemocs i 3HoBy OyaeMO HaCTymaTH...
ApceH OXHBHBCS, HaBiThb PYMAHUI MNOKa3ajHCA.
— Tu aymaew?... A Ak ragaewr: My 3Hosy Oy-
AeMO TIPOXOJAHTH 4epe3 Oue MiCTO? '
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— bByaemo... ane TH He cnopniBaiics, WO 3acra-
Hew TaM Kerri... Ti kabaperoBi AiByaTa sik MeTeJH-
ku. [Nosie BiTep 3 oaHOro GOKY i BOHH XOBalOTbCH, A€
3aXHCHO: MypXHe — Taka, aX y MOCKBi ONMHHHTBCH.

[Metposi 6yJa0 TPOXH XKajb i TPOXH CMilUHO XHM-
BHTHCA, AK ApceH sikocb ranGue pearyBaB Ha Taki
sBMILA, KOAM Tak Garato pasiB yciM iM Bosikam J0-
‘BOAHJOCH NMPOXOAWTH MMMO HHX 0€3 KaiHHX ped-
JIEKCIH.

lllta6oBi BaJKH BiACTYNMHJH COPOK BEpPCTOB Ha-
3aj i o;epxanu Haka3 po3raGopuTHCsi. PPOHTOBI
YaCTMHM 3aHAAM HOBi MO3Hulii 1 AajabluWi BiABOPOT
wTad CNHHHB.

Magne micteuko, ge 3ynuHuBcsi wiTad, 6yno Ges-
‘HaZiiiHO cipe. ApceH mouysaB cebe, HEMOB NOJiTHY-
HHi1 BsideHb Ha 3acaaHHi. [lyx #oro GyHTyBaBCsl, NMpH-
BHKIUH JO Hanpy»eHoro ()pOHTOBOTO KHTTH, Tenep
HYAHBCA KOHLEJSIPCbKOI0 OJAHOMAaHiTHOIO poOOGOTOIO.
Came Tenep nortpe6yBaB pyXy, 3MiHH BpPaXiHb...

He maB BiH kon0 ceGe OGaM3bKOro TOBapHiua,
AIKOMY Mir OH JMOBipMTH CBOi AYMKH, 3aJHIUABCA CaM-
Ha-caM 3i CBOIM cepleM.

Cepue: — Xouew 3HaTH AiNCHY NMPHYHHY, YOMY
T06i Tak CyMHO?

Apcen: — Tomy, WO MM BiACTY...

Cepue: — 3Hal... ue nesHe... A Giablie Hiyoro?

ApceH (Baraerbcs): — A wo X GH we?...

Cepue: — Yu He 3maetbeca TOGi, mo TeGe Tak
TArHe BrnepeX GaxaHHa GauMTH AIBYHHY 3 CHHIMH
-‘OYyHMa...

Apcen (rapsye): — Lle Henpasja...
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Cepue (ue cayxae #oro): — ...3i 30J10THMH Ky-
YepsMH...

Apcen (meHwe nporectye): — Boua Meni 6aii-
Ayxa... f 1i Mmaixe He 3Halo...

Cepue: — ..3 CONOAKMMM YCTaMH, TrapsAYMMH
o6iiimaMu.

Apcen: — Bona 3puBae 3a6OpOHeHi OBOYi KO-
XaHHS...

Cepue: — Boxe Muamii! un X B yci yacH, B ycix
HapoAiB He OyJO HelaCAMBHX XXEPTB HEYECTHBOIO
KoxaHHa? Acnasis, Kaeonarpa... Hi, He Te...

Apcen (Hactynae): — Bona ,ynana rpimsuus’.

Cepue: — A uu X He Gyaa ,,ynana” Mapis Eru-
nercbKa, Wo npo Hei Xpucroc ckasas: ,, XTo Ge3 rpi-
Xa, Xah neplwiHi KHHe B Hei kamiHp”?.. A Xpucroc
BuOauuB iii...

ApceH: — BoHna noxasaacs... Beduka Gyna cuaa
il NOKyTH... a Uf...

Cepue: — Cynepeunus cam co6i. Cam TH Kasas,
O ,Mmaixe He 3Haew™ uiei AiBYHHH.. a Tenep y-
NeBHAAEL, L0 BOHA — ,HepO3KasgHHA” rpiwHHua! U
TH 3Haew ii aywy? Yu 3Haew ii cepue?

ApceH: — BoHa Gepe rpouwil...

Cepue: — MyCHTb 3 YOrochb XHMTH... Moxe Tak
ckaanucs ii o6craBuHH. Koau rpiwuth, UMM HikOro
e He KPHBAMTb... A CKiIbKH € TaKHX, WO 3apobus-
I0Tb OLIyKYyIOuM, fiK OipxxeBHkH, (abpukaHTH 36poi,
e # NolaHy MawTb.. AHy, cnpo6y# BiAKPHTH ,i#”
JAOpOry NmoBOpOTY... _

Apcen: — Cepue, cepue, 4yoro TH BiX MeHe
xovyeui?...
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Sk ropodui y KaiTui, AyMKH OGuaucs, TpinmoTa-
JIMcsl. ApceH yBeChb 4ac LIyKas OMpaBiaHHA AJASl TO-
ro, U0 B TaKy BaXJHBY XBHJHHY, KOJH BiH NMOBHHEH
6yB ycCIO yBary NPUCBATHTH mpaui y wraGi, BiH Hapa3
JaB 3axonuTH ceGe SAIKOKCb Ha-NMiB POMAHTHYHOIO
mpurozoto. SIk6u ue we Gysa pomaHTHYHa npurojal
A TYT — BiH MOMPOCTYy He 3HAE, YH Ue KPYTiXK OA-
‘HOi msAHOI HOWi, YM HeJAOCTaya AOCBifly, MOJOJEeYHH
ect... Ta 3aBTpa #Oro MOXyTb NMOKJIMKATH Ha (PPOHT
i BiH Moxe Bnactu Bix mepwoi Kyai. Ha Bifini HixTO
He WaHye JIOAWHM 3a ii cepue. Moxe came TOMy
B HbOMY 3pOCJa TaKka CHJIbHAa noTpeb6a NpOSBHUTH TPO-
XM Cepus iHIIKM, THM, MO #Horo Haibiabue norpe-
OyloTb. Moxe Ta AmiBuuHa 3 ,Bapiere” mae Giabuie
cepus, Hix yci BoHH.. HeaypHo ix xpicu i peBOJb-
BepH CNpsAMOBaHi BBeCch yac y uyxi rpyau. [lpasaa,
‘BOHa Toprye uyuM... Hi, He cepuem... Moxe came B Ta-
KHX, Ik BOHa, Ceplie NpUTaeHe raublue, HiX B iHUWIHX.
Slk6u Tak BupBaTH ii 3 ororo 6arHa.

..QgHoro pasy B kaHueaspii mraby Iletpo
:3BepHyBCfl JO ApceHa (BOHH GyJH MpH BifAini KOHTP-
PO3BiAKH):

— [locb MmeHi 3apaeTbcsi, ApceHe, uu He Oyaemo
‘MH HacTynaTu?

— A yoMy TH TaK Aymaelw? — BiH 3paliB.

— Bo ocb HayaabHuK wTaby KasaB Nnpo moTpe-
6y rau6oKOi po3BigKkM B BOpOxe 3amiaas... Tpeba
MaTH TOYHi JaHi NMpO pO3MillleHHs1 BOPOXHX YaCTHH,
peseps, XapueBHX i MyHilifiHux 6a3. Takox norpibHi
BiAOMOCTH NpPO HAacTPOi BOPOKOro BiHCbKa, MPO Te,

TULA-online.org



0

fIK CTaBHTbLCSI A0 MOCKaJiB HaceJeHHsl TOwO. MabyTs.
TpeGa Gyje micaaTH CTaplUHHY...

ApceH 3paziB.

— A 3uaeu, [Terpe, Moxe 6 s NilwIOB y IO pPO3-:
BiaKy?

[leTpo nMoBa)KHO MOrJAsHYB Ha TOBapHLia.

— Hi, Apcene, 1 He MoXy Tebe micaaTH...

— Yowmy Hi?

— Lle ayxe puckoBHO, HeGe3neuyHo.. A TH He-
IAaBHO 3 (PPOHTY... MyCHII JO6pe BiANMOYHTH...

— Aue 51 HYLKycs1 TakuM Gesaiaasiv. § 3 mpH--
€MHicTI0O 3poOHB OW Taky cnpoOy...

[lerpo sacMisBcs.

— ¥ Tomy-To i Gima, wo Taka cnpoda MaGyThb-
3aBesa Gu TeGe He TyAH, KyAH Tpeba.

Apcen ofpa3uBcs:

— 3a Kkoro x TH MeHe BBaxaeiu, [lerpe? He 3a-
OyBai, W0 5 CTapuiKHa i cBOi 000BSI3KH A00pe 3Hal0..
3peliTOI0 MOrJAsAHbL y Mil CayxO0BHi peecTp — mo-:
6auriu, CXibKH TaM 3a3HaYyeHO TaKHX HebGe3neyHHx
eKCnepHUMeHTiB... AHi pucka, aHi Hebesneku s He 60--
1ocsi. Take 3aBAaHHsl 51 BHKOHAI0 MOXeE Kpalle, siKk He-
0O0CTpiaAHIT CTApLIHHA...

[Merpo aosro Barascs. lllkoga Gyno Homy TO--
BapHiua, He6Ge3neka i BiANOBiJaJILHICTb BeJNHKA, XOY
npasjga: ApceH GyB GH BiamoBiaHHit X0 TOI POGOTH.
BosiBca Tinbku, w06 uyepe3 AiBUMHY-KabapeTApKy He.
BTPaTHB I'OJIOBH i He NMOMAaBCsl B CHJbLE.

OcraHHiit cBifi CYMHiB BHCJIOBHB T'OJIOCHO:

— Piy 6aunw y Tomy, wo wral yepBOHOI ap-
Mil cToiTh came TaM, Ae ctosB Haw. TH MmyciB O
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tam Gytu. Lo Giabwe: TH MyciB Ou OaunTHCH 3 ne-
SIKHMH KeJbHEpaMH, X0y 6H 3 ,IMnepisio”, 60 Tam
€ Hauwi gosipeHi aioxu. TpeGa 6 30pi€HTYBAaTHCH, 4H
KeTTi, u4 sika iHIIA LWIAHCOHETKAa, He MOXKe HaM CTa-
TH B NMpHroAi, sk il Ao0pe Ni/ANJIaTHTH, NOKEPMYyBaTH
Helo. OTxe Gauuil: He TiAbku Hebe3mek, axe i cno-
Kyc 6ynewr matH Aocutb! UM TH 30epeikell XOn01HY
KpPOB, YH HE — —

— Aue x ITeTpe, IK TH MOXEIU TaK MeHe JEerko-
BaKHTH?

— §1 maio nosipa Ao TeGe, ApceHe, — XOJOX-
HO Ka3aB Zaai Ilerpo: — aje TH MYCHII 3pPO3YMiTH,
fika BeJMKa BiAMOBiAaJbHiCTL cnaje Ha Tebe. ¥Yca
Hawa apvia OyJe 4YeKaTH Ha BHCAiX TBOEI POGOTH...
Ycnix Haworo Hacryny Gyp.e SBﬂsaHHM 3 n00pHuM u
BUKOHAHHSAM...

— $1 ue 3Hao, IMetpe.

— A wWo, fK TM AacH 3aKpPYTHTH c00i roaosy
sikii lwaHcoHerwi? HeoxHa 3 HUX MOxe Bike € Oinb-
LIOBHLUbLKOIO WMHIYHKOIO ?

— Yu maio ToOi axx gaTv caoBO, o Oyay TpH-
MaTH cede B pykax?

— Koau 6 1 He maB joBips a0 Tebe, TO Hisike
CJOBO He nomorao 6...

— Tu moxe xouew, [lerpe, ckasaTu, wo yepes
KOXaHHfl B)Xe HeOJHH 3adyB mnpo CBOIO uecTb i 3a-
NpONacTHB BEJHKY ijelo?...

— Mouaogaictb, Mi#i soporuii, Mae cBoi npasa.
A BiitHa we Giabwi. [IpUXOAATL HA KOXHOrO 3 Hac
XBHJHMHH, KOJH NMOYHHAEMO cOO6i Ka3aTH, WO XKKBe-
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MO TibKM €JHHHMI pa3 i TO MOXE THXAeHb abo Mmi-
caupb i.. Aprés nous le déluge! Hexait cBiT 3anne
TO MOTON KPOBH, B IKOMYy MM KYyNaeMocH...

— Hy, T0 BXe Tenep mokuHb ¢piabocoiro. Ma-
€MO Jino.

— [obpe... itau y pO3BiAKY...

Tenep BOHM noyaJH OOMipKOBYBaTH IJISIH BH-
MpaBH.

— MycHi MaTH CeNIHCbKHH OMAr i KilbKa LH-
BiJIbBHHX MiCbKHX, — KasaB [lerpo i B #oro roxaoci
BXe 3HOBY OpeHiau Tenai HOTkM: — Tpeba TyT mo-
WHKTH, WOO He BUrASAANO, IO Le 4YyXi OxArH, i He
3pepTajo yBarH. Mycuw 3rororpadysaTHcsi B LH-
BiAbHiM y6paHHi — cBiTAHMHa moTpiéHa s AOKY-
MeHTIB, fIKi TO6i BucTaBmo. 'poweit 6yaewr maTu no-
TpiGHY cyMmy. Ycsiki naHi, ApceHe, HaiHKpalle 3anHiux
y namaTti. Koaun xx mo Tpe6a Gyxe sanucatd Ha mna-
nepi, TO AKMMHCb AyXXe NMPOCTHMH, YMOBJIEHHMH 3Ha-
KaMH... ¥Yci noapo6uui BHpo6GHMO.

Kinbka aHiB miwjao Ha npHrotyBaHHA. ApceH
MaB iXaTH CilbCbKOIO (hipol0: Hi6GH TO CeJsiHHH, 3a-
XOMJIeHHH YKpaiHCbKMM BifiCbKOM BepTaBCA AOAOMY.

INeTpo maBaB HOMy OCTaHHi BKa3iBKH.

— Ocb TyT Maew, ApceHe, JOKYMEHTH JJIsl Ha-
WMUX yacTMH, wWo6 TO6i MOMOraAH AiCTaTHCS MO TOH
6ik ¢pouty. Oue — HOKyMeHTH AAA OGOJbIUEBHKIB;
TYT € pixHi — MycHwl ix xo6pe mnpOCTYAilOBaTH.
Koau 6yasew y micti, Bctynu xo ,Imnepiaaio”. Tam
e KeabHep, TpyGaitno. Moxe naMaTaew: BiH HaM no-
cayrosysaB TOJXi, K s TeGe mosHaiiomuB 3 Kerri.
INpucrynu RO HLOTO i cKaxH: ,,JII06M0 CMaXeHi JMKi
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xauku’”. $lk BiH TOGi BignosicTb: ,,CBiACbKI KaukH
cMauHiwi”, TO ue 3HAauMTb, WO BiH Tebe 3pO3yMiB
i misHaB 3a cBOro 4oJOBiKa; TOAI MOXell HOMY AOBi-
putucs... He Gapucs tam, Apcene, mra6 notpebye
BilOMOCTeH SKHAaHTOYHIWIMX i sIKHaHCKopiule...

Tenauit BepecHeBHiI pPaHOK PO3MJIOLIMB OUi.
OxHy HOry cnycTMB 3 JiXka, aje BCTaBaTu we G6yno
#omy JiHb... Crapwia cecTpa-HiY yKJajanaacsi Cnari,
nosixajsa BOrKMMH, XOJOJHaBMMH BillHXaMH, a MO-
JojWHit OpaTik-AeHb L€ He BHKOTHB CBOrO 30JI0-
“TOro obpyuHKa.

PaHOK KHHYB IOrJAsifOM HaBKOJO, YCMiXHyBCS
A0 ,,paHHbOI 3ipKH”, 110 B yciit cBOi# Kpaci, nHanacsa
Ha cxoxi i miamopryBana. Bix Toi 3HamauBOI ycMilu-
'KH Mopryxu-BeHepu paHOk 3ipBaBcs 3 JiXKa, 3asCHIB
PyMAHUsIMH i 3aumebeTaB roJocaMH NTaLIOK.

[Napoio nOOpHX KOHEHAT ixaB MiJbHOIO AOPiK-
‘KO0 MOJOAMH mapyOuak, HacniBylouM cobi nifx Hic:

Ilo yeii Gix 20pa,

Ilo roii Gix 20pa,

A Miw TuMw KPYTUMN 20paAMU
Czoouaa 3opa...

Apcen cam co6i xuBYBaBCSfl, O Ma€ TaKHH ro-
-J10c. JluByBaBcs, 0 MOKe CMiBaTH NMOBHUMH IpyAb-
‘MH. JIbHAHA cOpOuYKa Ha Tiai, TPOXH Oo6MapraHa, HaB-
MucHe OpyaHa i nojepra, GyJa npHeMHiwa, HiX Ma-
MuHu# 6arict. KoHi iXxanu Tak cynokiiHo i XMapuHKM
iepecyBaJHCA Haj ronosol Tak 6e3)XypHO, WO XO-
TiJOcs IXaTH Tak ynepen Ge3 Kpaio. A MOXe lue Kpa-
aue 6yno 6 3xisTH 3 BO3a Npu sKifHeGyab XaTHHI,
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NMONPOCHTHCA Ha HiuwJdir i npoJaexatd Oojail OAWH
JAeHb nix o6oporom ado B Jici.

Oii, To ne 3opa —
Hisuuna xosn,

3 nogenvkuMN GiOepUAMN
lTo eoduwio tiw.a...

SIk He xotis 3a6yTH, Kyau ife i HaBiwO? — He
mir. CioBa nicHi Halickopiule NAMBYTb i3 cepud...

He xoriB 06aymyBaTH, BiJ 4yoro niude cBoi JX0-
cnijiM y HoBomy cepejnoBuini. [lepeaoscim TpeGa Oyxue
PO3rJASIHYTHCSA, NEPeBipHTH I'PYHT, YH CHNPHATIAHBHIL.

— Biio, OGyaanil...

A TyT yxe 332 Kylla BHCKaKye CTexa:

— Croit! Kto baern?

— ..

— A KTO Tbl TaKoO#?

— 3 BO30M... MOBepTaloCcs A0JL0OMY...

— Kyna baern?

CeasiHHH CMOKiMHO BianoBijae:

— JloaoMmy... A0 IBaHiBKH...

— JlokyMeHTHl HWMbelb?

— Ta e sAkicb TaM NOCBiJKH...

— IMobaxait, ToBapuwd, Aa ckopbe. I'ainama-
KH oOctpbauBaioTn cowy.

ApceH He naBaB ceGe AOBro npocuTH. [loku 3ii-
II0O COHEYKO, BiH yXe BHIXaB Nno3a pO3TallyBaHHf
¢hpoHTOBHX uacTHH. JloBrui no6GyT Ha ()POHTI HABUHB
Hioro BiapixHATH Hebe3neky BiJ ,,HOpPMaJbHOI CHTya-
uii”. TinbKH HEpBH HanpyXyBaJHCSl Ta Hi3Api MOLIH-
PIOBaJIHCA, IK Y BHIKJaKa, 1O 3aBiTPUB BOBYMH CaiA.
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Cam He 3HaB, YH KOXaHHsi YA OGOBA3OK THaIH HOro:
ckopiwe Brepeji. | He CTAMHBCAH, AK Yy¥kKe 3a0JMCIH -
B JanuHi 6aHi MiCbKHX LIEPKOB.

Ha nepeamicri 3aixas 10 3HaiioMoi yKkpaiHCbKOI
MilllaHCbKOi POJAHHH. 3 Li€i POJAHHH OJHH CHH-IOHAK
CJyXHB y HUX Yy wWTabi 3a nucaps. Bin Boaus Apcena
B rocti X0 cBoix OarbkiB. B poauni Ovau e ABi.
CECTPH-LIBAYKH i CTapuIMi CHH-YpsilOBelb MiCbKOI
ynpaBH.

Bci 3auByBasucs, KOJH noGauuan ApceHa Ta
e B TaKkOMy BMrasfi. ApceH He myciB 6araTo nosc-
HIOBaTH, WO MpO #oro mpui3x He Tpeba 3rajyBaTH.
BiH He Xoue CTArHyTH Ha rocnojapis fIKOi XaJjemnH
i ToMy mpoxae J03BOJYy TiIbKH NPHMICTHTH Bi3 i KO-

Hi B ixHiil craiiHi, — XOue y HHX nepebpaTucs i K-
110 MOXJHBO NEpPeHOuYYBaTH Nepluuy Hid.
— AuJe XX npocHMMO, NPOCHMO, — Kas3aB MNpH--

BiTHMit rocmojap: Kowi Ta BO3a nocTraBHMO, HaBiTh-
noMiTHO He Gyame. Cepex cyciiiB y Hac AOHOLLHKIiB-
Hema, Ta Temep i Beuip — Mano XTO i 6ayuB Bac...
A wozo xaxenu, To A Bxke i 3a CrenaHa cnoziBaiocs
MaTH. Aae ,,ToBapuli’” ue He GepyTbCs 32 HAC... Ma--
6yTb e He 10 TOro im... [lpomy ao xaru...

ApceH BHIC J0O XaTH MilUOK i3 CBOIMH peyaMH..
[TonpocHB NaHHOYOK BHMMpacyBaTH oMy OiAM3HYy Ta
yOpanHsi. 3a roauHy GyB y:Ke BHrOJIEHHH i rapHo no
MiCbKOMY, CKPOMHO BOpaHHii. MaB JOKYMEHTH Ha-
POAHBLOrO BYMTEJSl i MOCBiAKY BiX ynpaBUTEAsl WIKO-
JH 3 NpoOBiHLii.

Tpu Beuipubomy uaio Apced nonpocus Cepris
INaBn1oBHYa (CTapWIOro rocnoAapeBOro CHHa-ypAAOB-
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iUf), MPOHTHCA 3 HUM AO MicTa Ha npoxia. 3a miB ro-
JAWHH BOHH OyJH BKe Ha SICHO OCBIiTJEHill roJioBHiil
:BYJHLI.

ITo noposi ApceH BHNHTYBaB CBOrO TOBapHIla
.JIDO HOBE XHTTA B MicTi, Mpo Te, WO NHILYTb Gijb-
IUOBHUbKI 4YaCOMHCH, MPO PO3NOPAAKH HOBOI BJaAH
A Becsaki moxpoGuui Oyuim-to Gaiayxi Ajaa 3BHuaii-
HHX THXHX MELUKaHLiB, a TakKi BaXHi AJAA KOXHOro,
XTO BMi€ 3 HHMX CKJaJaTH KapTHHY HacTpoiB cepex
‘HaceJieHHsl i 3araJbHOr0 CTaHOBHILA.

IMTiguac npoxoay ApceH HiOM Tak HeHapOKOM 3a-
\BEpHYB y OiuHYy BYJIHUKY.

Ocb 3HalOMHH AiM: I'aHOK, BiKHO.

TemHoO, ik i MOxHa OyJsO cnoAiBaTHCH.

— IMTiwsa no ,Imnepisaio” Ha npauio, — noay-
.MaB i NOBiB CBOro TOBapHlla 3HOBY Ha TI'OJIOBHY
.BYJHLIO. .

— A 3Haere o, Cepriio IlaBnoBuuy, X0AiM A0
»IMNepisa0”... noBeuyepsemo... Ao6pe? — HiOH 3He-
'yeBsi KHHYB ApCEH.

Moaoauit yoaoBiK 3aBarascs: Beuepi B ,IMne-
piaai” Gyau 3a popori Ha #Horo OKOJKeT.

— Yu g 3Hal0? — AKOCb Hepillyye BiAMNOBiB
Jnorasaaoyd Habik.

ApceH noMmiTHB ioro BaraHHfl i 60osiuMCA pily-
‘4oi BiAMOBH, CKOPO BHIEpPEeAHB HOro:

— §1 Bac Ay»xe nmpoxai MeHi TOBapHLIMTH. XO-
“TiB OM 3arasiHyTH TYAM, aje MeHi caMOMy fIKOCb Hifi-
KOBO MOKasyBaTHcs... §I Bac rouwly i AyXxe npoxaio
fnitTH 30 MHOlO... [apa3n?...

— Ta s HiOH...
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— Bu He Gifiteca — moxanauBo A0OxaB ApCeH:’
— MeHe TYT MaiXe HiXTO He 3Hae€. §l TiIbKH OAHH:
pas Gys B ,Imnepisni” i To B okpemomy kaGineri. He-
JAyMalo, 1100 Temep XTOCb MeHe Mi3HaB...

— Ta s He Golocs, auxe...

— lpemo... — pimyye 3akiH4HB ApCeH i B3siB-
TOBapHLla NOMNiX PyKy.

Hosi rocri nonpoctyBanu xo kadellaHTaHy.

V.

Ocb 3HaiOMi WHPOKi, PACHO OCBITAE€Hi CXOIM..
slkocb N0 HbOro yacy ApceH He BiAuyBaB, IO Mae
ceple; HiYWM BOHO He BHSABJAJO CBOEI NPHCYTHOCTH'
B rpyAsx. A Temep HarJo0 Moyys, WO BOHO JeCb €.
Buctykye sik rOAMHHHK, Hi, CTyKa€, K HepBOBa PYKd:
AO JBepeH, KOJH XTOChb y 3amepTi XOue BHPBAaTHCH:
Ha BOJIIO.

ApceH ax npucTaHyB Ha CxOJjax, o6 3acno-
KOiTHCA.

Ha xBuauHy 3aBaraBcsi, yd He BicTynuTH. Ta.
LOCh MiACBiOME, CHJbHIlle fK fiCHA AyMKa, CMOKyca,
WO OAHOrO TArHe 3arisHYyTH A0 NpPOBaJJs, APYroro
— MopoiHicTa npHHeBOJIOE PO3RO6YTH Kijabka rpa-

MiB COJOAKOI OTPYTH — wIOCb NOAiGHe TArHy’ 0
Apcena no ,,Imnepisao”.
Ocb i aBepi BiguuHuaHca. [Bepi — Haue nxo

KJIITKH 3 JeBaMH; BOHH CaMi, AiK JeBOBa nawma — pos3-
3fIBHJIHCA... MarHeTHYHOI CHJOI0 TNPHUTAralTb A0
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cede... ApceH raIMOOKO BiAiTXHYB i 3 UHCTHM XOJO1-
HaBMM BeuipHiM MOBITPSIM BTArHyB y cebe pilly4icTb.
Bin npurasaB coGi Haka3 [leTpa: BBiHiTH y 3BfI30K i5
TpyoOaiinom.

Y BecTuOyasi, Ak 3aBxkAaH, OyJ0 KiJAbKa KeJbHC:
piB 3 GiaMMH cepBeTKaMH, MEPEKHHEHHMH yepes3 Jiny
PYKy. B uim rypri Apcen Biapasy nisuas TpyoGaiina.
Hpyroro 3Haiiomoro keabHepa— XKopxka Tyt He GyJoO.
OH BiH ize uepe3 camio. Aje He NJAMBKHM, ENSACTHY-
HUM KpPOKOM KeJlbHepa, a MOBaKHHM, CMIOKiHHUM i cep-
BETKH uepe3 pyKy He Mae.

ApceH 3ynHHHBCi O6insi WHPOKO BiAUHHEHHX
ABepei, 3aBillaHHX YepBOHHMH nopriepavu. KusHyB
Ha Tpy6aiisa; TOM XyTeHbKO NiJACKOYHMB i CTaB, Ha-
XHJHMBLIKCS Hamepen.

— Xouemo moch 3icTH... MOXKe € y Bac Kauku.
A ,,m06a10 cMaxeHi AMKI Kauku'.. — 3BEPHYBCH N0
HbOrO He Jy)e roJIOCHO ApceH.

Y nBepsix nokasaBcsi 2Kopx i BKAOHHBCS FOCTAM.

'.prﬁaﬁ.no YCMiXHYBCfl i mOYaB roJOCHO MO MO-
- CKOBCbKH:

— HuHi y Hac ,,3a€up y CMeTaHi... iHAMK, Ay¥XKe
CMAauyHHii... Halla CreuisyibHicTb... Ha xaxib, Kauok
Hema... lllo npukaxere, TOBapHLi?

Bianosigaio TpyGaitna Apced 6yB TPOXH 306H-
“THH 3NaHTEJMKY, aje He NoKasaB LbOro mno cobi i se-
.CeJIO 3BepHYBCf A0 TOBapuiua: :

— 3aeup — 6odArys, iHAMK AymaB i 3X0X... WO
Bosiere, Ceprilo [TaBnoBuuy?

— MeHi 0AHaKOBO...
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— Toai Mu 3po6HMO TaK: MONPOCHMO HaM JAaTH
3afilsl Ta iHAKKA... A NOKHULO 3aKYCOYKH... i MO yapui...

B caai BuGpanu coGi croank 6insi CTiHH, TPOXH
onoxastik Bij iHWHX cToJiB. Lle Mmicue A03BOJANO TM
MaTH B TNOJIi 30pYy BCIO CaJlo i CLEHY.

IMoBoai npuGyBaJu rocri i 3anOBHAJH CaJio.

Binbluni cTin HanpoTH CueHH CTOsIB i3 MpH-
CJIOHEHHMH [0 HbOrO KpiceJKkaMu 3ape3epBOBaHHM.

ApceH OOKMHYB OKOM caJlo.

— Oue BCca TenepiluHsl Balla CMETaHKa?

Cepriii mpHKMYpPHB JiBe OKO i HacMilIKyBaToO
BiAMOBIB:

— Komyna! §lk moau kaxyTb: ,KOoMy—HA"...
oaHa Kareropis i apyra: ,komy—Hi"... Lla pewra —
BCi MH, 99% rpomausiH. AJe ue lie He BCS1 BepXiBKa...
Ille He Gauy TtyT ,moaiTkomiB”, ,BOEHpPYKiB” a6o
NMpeACTaBHHKIB ,,ueka’.

Tpy6aitno npuHic 3akycky, ropiaky. Opxectpa
3arpana ,lurepHauionan”, ,,Mapcexniesy”, noriM mo-
yana rpatd mapuwi. [louanaca kabGaperoBa nporpama.

Cayxaioun Becesoi My3ukH, ApceH 06ayMyBaB
TAXKKY crnpaBy: yoMy TO0 Tpybaiti10 He BiAnOBiB HoMy
ymoBJaeHHM 3Hakom? Lo TOo 3HauuTh? UM He 3poa3y-
mie? Uu lleTpo nomuauBcs? A MOXKe.. MoOxe uei
Tpy®6aiino Bxe nepeiwoB Ha 6ik 6oabweBukiB? OTO
Gyxa 6 icropin! Bo x BiH 3Bipuscs iomy... Ipasaa,
us ¢pasa npo KaukH Taka 3BMYaitHa, aJe... ajae XK
uei KeJbHEp 3Ha€, WO e YMOBJEHH# 3HaK... Pyka He-
camoXithb HamauyBasa B KHWeHi GpaBHiHr...

»Tpeba WyKaTH MOYaTKy... KOroCh... YOroch, 3a
IO MOXHa 6 3avenHTHCA...
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I xou sax ApceH o6aymyBaB, XOu fiK IIyKaB pix-
HHX HHTOK — TO BCi BOHM BeJH HOro JO OJHOro
xay6ka: Kerri! Tpe6a 3 Helo mopaguTHCA; Hacamne-
pen Tpe6a ii no6aynTH i KOBiZATHCA, YUM BOHA Temep
AUXae.

[MosaroauBmii TaKk OAHHM BHCHOBKOM CBOi
cayx00Bi crnpaBu, — ApCeH yxke He CTPHMyBaB CBOiX
AYMOK; BOHH PO3CHMAaJHCA NO ca’i, 3MpKaJu Ha cle-
Hy, 3arasjaid A0 rapaepo6u — pe, ae ,,BOHa”?

Bouxina fioro aymka, wmwo BOHa Temep TaMm 3a
CL{EHOI0 NMPHTOTOBJSIETLCA A0 TaKOro CaMoOro BHCTY-
ny, K padiwe. 3MiHWAMCA JIOAM i nMpanopH, ajxe BO-
Ha He 3MiHHJa CBOro MiAXOAy AO HUX — mnpodecii-
Horo. Ta sk6Gu ii He 6yJnO TyT, TOAI BiH nNouyBaB GH
cebe uie Ginbe Ge3paaHuM, 3ary6uB 6H Ty €HHY HH-
TOUKY, NO fKii cnoAiBaBcsi WO 3MOXe JiHTH XO
KayOkKa...

Mysuka 3arpaja fikycb NiCeHbKY; Ha CLleHy BH-
NypXHyJa IIaHCOHeTKa, 3acmiBaja.

ApceH HaBiTh He OO6epHyBcsi: He BOHa... Le
Bauna...

Yacriwe moyaad NOABIATHCS KeJbHEPH Ha caJi
i IO XBHJAMHH NMOPHHAJH Yy TaeMHH4Yi KOpHAOpH. His-
JApi JIOCKOTaB 3amax TIOTIOHy Ta aJabkorouio. ,Ko-
my—Hi” Moraa co6i nuTH ,camoroH”, icth 6apabo-
JIo, a ,,KOMy—Ha"’ Moraa cob6i ZO3BOJMTH i Ha 3aMud,
i Ha iHAMKa NiAJIHBAHOrO KOHSKOM.

Ha cani 3po6uBcs pyx. Kinbka xeabnepiB Girau
Hanepejx AO 3ape3epBOBaHOrO CTOJNHKA; BiACTaBJASAIH
Kpicna, PpO3CTaBAsJAM TNOCYAy, TNONPaBAAiH KBiTH
y A36aHKax.
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YKOp3K, KIaHAIOUKCS, CyNPOBOAMB Ipyny JIOAeH:
KibKOX BifiCbKOBHX y ,(peHuax” i ABOX LUMBIJIbHHX
y ,nigxakax”.

Cepriit cTpeneHyBcsl.

— Tpowy BBaxaTH, MaHe TOBapHily: Le BXe
HaaTarae BepXiBka. Oueil UMBIJbHMIA y YOPHIM — Le
BJaiHOB... HacTOALLIH MOCKalb...

— Lle BMAHO.. — yCMiXHyBCi ApCeH: — KO-
micap?

— Heabusxkwuitl... Hauaaphuk npugpoHTOBOI
»ueka”!

— Oro! I'py6a puba! A Ti BilicbKOBi?

— llITa60BHKH... 6aHKUEe He 3HAK, XTO BOHH...

FoJ0CHO pO3MOBJsIOYM, TIpyna 3aciia HaBKO-
J0 crona. Kpicina me He Bci O6yau 3aHaTi.

— Ara — noaymaB ApceH — Ule XTOCb Mae€
OyTH...

B Tiit Ge3axypHiii aTmocdepi, Ae JOAH NPHIA-
WM npu3abyTH npo Bci cBOi OyAeHHi, ypsiOBi cnpa-
BH, ApceH BifuyBaB nepiuuii moaux HeGe3sneku. Lle He
Te, U0 B NOJi, e MOXHA XOBaTHCA i OGOPOHMTHCA.
MMiniiayTs, OGCTYNAATb, OrJAsSIHYTb JEriTMMauUilo, BH-
BeLyTb CMOKifHO ABepMMa A0 3aAHbOI KiMHATH i —
wkona Gyae 3aiius Ta iHauka. Tpe6a Gys0 BHNHTH.

— 3a HoBui#t aan, Ceprito INaBaosuyy! — THXO
AOJAaB. — TOM, IO NpHHZE...

— Byabmo 3zmoposil...

Yapku 3aj3BeHinu, a pasoM 3 HUMH 3aJACKOTi-
JIH OMJIECKH: LIAHCOHETKA 3aKiHUMJa CBOIO TOYKY.

XT0... XTO Tam mani? Kouau X TO Bxe ,BOHA”
BUiie ? '

6
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Xou Ou BKe CKOp... ApceH yBipBaB AyMKYy: a LLO,
fIK LA HOBa 3yCTpiu npHHece HOMYy ripke posuapy-
BaHHsi? BiH TiIbKH y CBOiX Mpisix OomoeTH3oBye —
Koro? 2ruruaiiHicinbky kaOaperoBy cniBauky! Hi, He
3a UMM BiH CIOAH TNPHIXaB.

Cuaomiup crapaBcsi 3aBepHYTH XiZ CBOIX Ay-
MOK. BiB Jerky po3moBy 3 TOBapHileM, a cam CTe-
JKHB 3a I'DYNOK0 BiliCbKOBHX 3a OiJbLUMM CTOJOM Ha-
MPOTH CLEHH.

— llIraboBuku — MaliHyJa AyMKa: — ITad
apmii... OT OGM AZicTaTH KiabKa OCTaHHiIX OmepaTHB-
HHX i CHTyaUuiiHMX Haka3iB — i B)XXe MOXHa 6 MaTH

JaHi i npo pO3MillleHHs! YaCTHH, IX CHJY, pe3epBH, Ha-
BiTb NpO HaMiueHi nJsiHHK... [las uboro He Tpeda 3aui-
natv ,,rpyoux pu6’, 3BHHakHHI ypsAAOBUi Jerko Mo-
KyTb AicTaTH Komii HakasiB... JIk6M Tak HaiTH AOpPO--
ry A0 nmHcapiB onepauifHOro Biniay...

Pili gymMoKk cnoJsoxaiu 3ByKH HOBOro CHiBy.
3uaitomuit rosoc. UlapnHyscs... Hi, He BOHa... Lle
Jlioci cniBae MmacHeHbki KadaperoBi kynaetd. [ocri
BiJl BEJHKOro croaa, ¢aminisipHo mJjemyTb y AOJOHi.

»Ara — sHa#uia coGi-Bxe apyroro fim6a. Jlo-
6pe ka3as, [leTpo, 1o AiByaTaMm 3 KabapeTy He MOX-
Ha BipuTH, 60 Lle — METeJHKH, L0 XHBYTb CbOroh-
HilIHIM AHeM...”

Tpy6aitno npuHic MACHBO. ApCeH AOMHUTIHBO
CnorasAaB Ha HbOro, YH 3 morasiay, BHpasy OGaHY-
ysi, a60 AKOrocb HaTAKy He MOXHa OyJe BHYMTATH,
uyM TOi 3po3yMiB #oro racno. Axe Tpy6Gaino Gys
TiIbKM KeJbHep: MiAXJAiOHO ycMixaBcsi, 3anoGirauBo
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-06cayroByBas i He MaB y COGi Hi pUCOUYKH 3MOBHHKA.
Kencbka cnpasa...

ApceH BifuyB Takud roJoxn, Haue0 Ha BHCOYH-
Hax, Jle AOci TpUMaJHu #oro Mpii, Jl0AuHA mycina 3a-
GyTH npo Te, L0 MAE TiNO i3 LNIYHKOM.

Ha cueni koMiKk OnoBiJaB TryMOpPECKH.

Apcen norasHyBlH Ha camo, mnoGauus Jlioci,
Bauay i e 0AHy WAHCOHETKY BXe B TOBapHCTBi MpPH
BeaukoMy crtodi. Koo yopHoro ,,mizikaka™ BBecb uyac
CTOSIIO KPiCJNO BiJbHE...

Opxectpa 3arpana 6paBypHy NpPHUrpHBKY RO MO-
nyaspHoi GoablueBHUbKOI miceHbkH ,,EX, s610uKoO,
KyZa KoTtiwcsa”.

Ha cueni maamnit mopsik. 3nix mopsubkoi Ge3
JaliKa wanoykH, 6inoi 3 CHHiMH cTpiuKamH, BH3Hpa-
JAH 3yXBaJti 30JOTHCTi KyuepHkH; 6ina 6Gaio3ka 3 WIH-
_POKMM BHJOXXEHHM KOMipoM, WIHPOKi Gixi wiTaHu o6-

ropranu 3rpabHy (irypky; yMMCb BeceauM i MoJojne-
‘'YHM BislIO Bix Hei.

Ex, ad.aouxo, xyda xoriwca?
B ,lunepias” nonadvow — we eoporiwcal...

Apcen Gauutb il HapewTi Ha cueHi, ase He cMie
CBOGiAHO MOBEPHYTH TrOJOBH, 3yMHCHe Bizseprae ii
B iHwWHil Gik. He xoue, mo6 nepuwe BpaxiuHa He Bpa-
S8HJIO HOrO 3aHaATO CHJAbHHM po3uapyBaHHam. Llly-
Kae B caMOMy roJioCi HaTSKiB, Y4 BOHa — CYMHa 4M
Becesa, YH BXKe 3a0ysa MpPO pO3CTaHHA...

Jlexse nepemirmu ceGe, KMHYB NMOrJASA Ha cle-
‘Hy. [o6aunB rapHOro, MHIOrO XJONYHKaA, 3 JIYKaBOIO
.YCMIlUKOIO i 3GHTOYHHM NMOrASAOM CHHIX Oueit. B Mi-
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py npunyaposaHa, Kerri, He maaa B cob6i Hiyoro
BYJIbI'apHOro, IKTO 4acTo OyBa€ B THX €CTPajOBHX:
apTHCTOK.

[NpuemHO Bpasuao Apcena i Te, wo Kerri cni--
Bajla He MacHi KyNJETH, a monyaspHi ,uabapawku”,
niadap6osani caTMpolo Ha ,,37100y AHA’.

A na 6ouxe ciny,

A m00 Gouroili Kavuxa —
Moii nyx Goavwesix,

A a eaiidamauxal...

— Tlapna apTHcTOuYKa... WIKOAA, IO Kabapersp--
ka! — o3BaBca Cepriit i3 3axonaeHHsM.

OcranHi croBa TOBapuua Haye OGJHJAM HOro-
XOJIOAHOIO BOJOIO; HaBiTh ripuie, 6oJsye APAMHYJIH:
woro. ,lllkona, wo kabapersipka”.. LLupHit OKIHK.
OyB Takuii 3HEBAXJHBHH, 10 ApPCEH aX NOYEPBOHIB:’
Aobpe, 110 TOBapHIl He 3HAaE€ HOro TaEMHHLI. ApceH.
y AymKax 36upas Bianosiab: A moxe Cepriii moMmu-
JSETbCSA — YH XK yci kaGapeTOBi cniBaykH, OAHAKOBi P’
Uu HemMa MiX HHMH YeCHHX, fIK NMPO lle Hepas YHTa--
€MO B pOMaHax...

Kerri 36upana 6ypio onxeckiB. Haiibiabwe Tpic--
KOTiB CepejHiH CTiJ, a YOPHHIl ,,MiJKaK” ax CKOYHB
i3 Kpicaa, naeckaloud B AOJOHI. [as ApceHa HOBMi
yAap; ajyke BiH He Cainuii: BiH 6auHThb SK MHETHCS
TOH ,,migxkak”... OTxe mik HuM i KeTTi € BxXe akuiicr
3BsI30K. Un 6yno 6 y ubOMy LIOCb AHBHOrO, HE3BH-
yaiiHoro? Jlo6pe ocrepiraB #oro [lerpo. Uu Bapt Gy-
J0 OpaTHcs 3a Take JXin0 i HTH CIOAM, AO CaMmoro.
Aiapka B nawy?... I pas koro? das yoro?...
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A cayx6a? A 000BA30K? A BaxHa Ta BiANOBi
JajabHa Micia?!

Tenep BiH BiabMe ceGe B pyku. He Gyzxe ayma-
TH npo ,Hei”. Slke Homy Aino o Tiei xabapeTsApKH,
AKY KOXKHHH MOJKe KyMHTH 3a rpoili, HeMOB pyKa-
BHYKY i KHHYTH Tak camo? Hi, aymaTH, MOXHa i Tpe-
6a. Azke MOXHa OH ii BHKOPHCTAaTH AJs CBOIX Uined.
Tpeb6a cTeXXHTH, 3 KHM BOHa Tenep ne. MabyTb, 3 THM
YOpHHUM ,,migKakom”... XTo TO? Ara — uekicr, Ha-
YaabHUK NPH(QPOHTOBOI ,uyeKka”,’npaBa pyKa KOMaH-
JAHpa uyepBOHOI apwmii... Tpe6a cnpoOyBaTH...

OH BOHa Bxe #Je... HY, TaK... MPOCTO A0 CTOJA.

ApceH BiaBCpHYBCSt RO CTiHH, HiGH BHNAaJIKOBO,
koau Kerri npoxoauna noe3 Hux. He xoriB nokasa-
TH ceGe, MOKH AKCAiJ He 30PiEHTYETHCH.

Hificho Kerri cina Ha BinbHe Kpicao nopyu i3
BainoBuM. JloGpe, 10 BOHH CHAATb CMHHOKI A0 HbO-
ro — MOXHa BiJbHille iX OGcepByBaTH.

[llo6 onpaBnaTtH CBOI0O Aajbluy MOBeXiHKY, Ap-
CeH MyCTHBCS Ha MaJeHbKi XHTpoOLLi. 3BepTalOyHca A0
Ceprisi, BiH He16a.10 KMHYB:

— Kaxere, wo To#i MOCKaab y 4YOpHiM ,,mia-
XKaky” TO uekict?

— Tak... komicap BaiHOB — THXO BiANOBiB TOiA.

— Uu He 3anuuseThCA BiH A0 TOi rapHoi 61b0H-
JHHOYKH... apTHCTKH?

— Moxauso... Tenep Ha ue TiAbKH KOMicapH
MOXVTb CO0i XO3BOJATH...

— AHy, UiKaBO MOCTEXHTH... AK BOHH OyAyTb
TIOBOAMTHUCH...

— JobGpe...
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3aijzaloun neveHio, MOJOAI JMIOAM KMAAJAH MO--
rAsAH Ha caJio.

Ocb ,,mijxak”, noBepHyBCci A0 30JOTHCTOI IO--
NiBKH i roany60i cykoHKH. 3irHyBcs miBAyrowo — I10Ch
nojae, npunpouye. 3O0JOTHCTI KyYepHKH BiJKHAA--
loTbCs Hadal. ['ocra me. YopHuuit ,,nixxak” nosepHys-
ca a0 croaa. Iaatb. 3a MiHVTY — YOpHa roJIOBa,
yCMiXHEHa mnO ByXa, ILIOCb pO3NOBiZae sicHii. ScHi
Kyyepi TpeMTATb — CTpACalOTbCA BiJ cMmixy. Biazaasb
MiX YOPHHM ,mizukakoM” i roay6oi CykHelo 3 miB
meTpa. Ta OCb BOHa 3MEHWYETbCK — ,,MifXKak” npHu-
CyBa€TbCA KO CYKOHKH. OJMH pyKaB Jir Ha CHHHLI
KpicJa, 3pOOHBILH YOpPHY cMyry Ha roayGim Tai. Cy-
KOHKa KOKETYE€, BiliCyBa€Tbci: MalyThb uye HOTOPK'
i He niznaersca. IoayGuit pykaB cTae MOMiX CyKOH-
KOI0 i ,mijykakom”. [laJbyMK MiJHOCHTbLCA BBEpX
Y XapTiBaHBi#t norposi: He BiabHO! Ase ,,nimxak” no-
HOBJIIOE CBOI aTakH, nijcyBaroyucs e OaMxuye, ua-
CTyIOYH, NMpHMOBJsOYH. [Ipo3opoi Bixmani mnomix.
»MJUKAKOM” i CyKHel0 HeMma: MEXYITb OJHa, 3 OA-
HOI0, fIK JBi YaCTHHH JBOKOJbLOPOBOro mpamopy. Yop-
HHH pyKaB 3i CIIHHKH Kpic/a HaMaraerbCsi JSrTH Ha
roxydy CnHHy, MOXe TPOXH HHXue — Ha cTaH. ['o-
ay6Gui pykaB y cBOili 060pOHi 6€ cepBeTKOI0 YOPHOro-
BJi3JIHBLS.

— A nuBiTbca — ckpukHyB Cepriit: — iit-Bory,
BiH xoue ii OoOHsATH! JIUBiTb... AUBITb...

ApceH xyTko oGepHyBcsi a0 Tiei mapu. O6opo-
HAIOYHCS XkKapTiBauBo BiJA BainoBa, Kerri 3poGuaa:
IAMGIWIKMA BUXHAAC.. 3 PO3roHy ii roJiBka noBepHy-
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Jacs Maike Hasal — i Ue B TOH MEHT, KOAH ApceH
rasiB NpOCTO Ha HHX.

XpuauHa — i IXHi Oui 3auenuaucs, fiKk ABa npo-
XOKi Ha po3i ByJHui: 3AWBYBaJHCA i He FOJHi pyLIH-
THCSl 3 MiClsl; Ue-K — JaBHi 3HalioMi He 3HaJH OJHE
Npo OAHOro, O BOHH B TOMY CaMOMy MicTi!

Mysuka rpajia Bsi3aHKy TNPHCTPaCHHX LMraH-
CbKHX poMaHciB. Jlerkuit 3 mouaTKy BeuOpa roMiH Ha
caii Tenep nepersopioBascsi B ranac. bombamu BHGY-
XaJu 3pMBH CMiXy i PO3CHMAaJHCA fIK JyHa BiZl CKOPO-
cTpiniB. XMapH TIOTIOHEBOrO JHMY HaBHCAJH Haj
CTOJMMKaMH i 3amamopouyBaJu. Beueps mnepexoauna
y TYJBHIO.

ApceHoBi 3aBajocs, 10 KeTTHHI O4i aX nowu-
PHAKMCA BiJ 3AMBYBaHHA. AJe B HHX He MOxHa Oyao
BHUYMTAaTH, Y4 BOHA Mi3HaJja HOro Yyu Hi.

Ocb BOHa 3HOBY CXMJSIETbCA JO YOPHOTO ,,MiA-
’aka”. A 10 SK BOHa Tenep NPHXHAbHA A0 GoJablue-
BHKiB, i oue BusaBAsie BaiHOBY, 10 Ha cali 3ABHUBCHA
nepeoAArHeHUit yKpaiHCbKHi cTapuikiHa 3i wrady?

BigpyxoBo pyka morsaraacsi A0 KuiueHi: Opas-
HiHr Ha Micui... [TouyB HeOe3neky — Yy HbOMY MNpO-
KHHYBCS 60HOBHK, 1110 KijJbKa pPOKiB BOIOBAB y neplli
JiHil (D)POHTY — KOJHCbh MOCKOBCbKO-HiMeLbKOro i Lie
TaK HeJaBHO yKpaiHCcbko-OoJablueBuubkoro. Hi, 3na-
€TbCsl, MOKHULO Hiuoro Hema nixospinoro. Ocb Kerri
nigpeaacsi, yCMiXalouucss WOCbh FOBOPHTb JO CBOro
»KaBajepa”, BHilIa A0 BecTHOYAI0 i 32 KilbKa XBH-
JMH y)e 3HOBY Ha cBOMYy Micui. B cropony Apcena
Ginbuwie He rasHyJa — MalOyTb He ni3Haja.
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ApceH 3aMOBHB KaBy. 3a AeAKHMH CTOJAaMH Nf-
Hi TOJIOCH 3aBOAMJH MiCeHb.

3 wyMoM 3aKiHUMB Beyeplo cepeaHiit ctia. Myx-
YMHU MK A0 BeCTHOYJIO, IIAHCOHETKH 3a CLEHY.
OxsirHeHi y naaui My>XYHHH BHIHO — YeKalH Ha Xi-
HOuYe TOBAapHCTBO.

ApceH TpaTHB Tepmnelb, XOTiB NPOCHAIAUTH 3 KHM
Kerri mize uu noizge.

Haue BiguyBwin ApceHOBY HeTepnJasuky, Tpy-
6aitno minGirae 3akiHyyBaTH paxyHok. Ha caai crano
MmeHie rocreéd. TpyOaitno HaxuausBca 10 ApceHa —
i To# Har;o crpeneHyBCs, fIK XOBHIp Ha yaTax, no-
YyyBIIH YMOBJEHHH CHI'HaJ:

— ,,CaiiicbKi Kkauky cmauniwi”... Bac micaas naH
coTHHK $IM607?

Tak camO THXO BiANOBiB ApceH:

— Tax... cotHuk $Im60... Mai0 20 Bac cnpasy...
Lle mifi TOBapuul... Hall YOJOBiK, — A0JaB, MOKa3aB-
wu Ha Ceprifi: — MoxeMO rOBOPHTH CMiJHBO...

Tpy6aiti0 BUTATHYB 3 KHILIEHi KaMi30JbKH Ma-
JHH 3BHTOYOK Marepy.

— Lle mast nmaHa... Bix maHHH Kerri...

[Moxanauso ApceH PO3rOpHYB 3amHcKy: ,,2KoB-
TOA3100MKY, HJH MPOCTO AO MEHe i XAH KOJO XaTH,
KOaH 6 MeHe e He Oyxno. Kerri”.

ApceH ax MOYEpBOHIB, BUTEP MiT 3 YOJa.

— Jlo6pe... Oskyo... A 3 BavH, ToBapuuy Tpy-
6aiijie, a Mal0 OKpeMO FOBOPHTH... [le Ham Ha¥ikpatie
3ycTpiHyTHCA ?

Tpy6aitio noyas MipKyBaTH:
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— Taxaio, WO Haiikpaue B MeHe B XarTi, 3aB-
Tpa BpaHLUi.

— Tapasx... [le Bu MeliKaeTe?

— Byauusa Cnaaucra, sucao 11.

— YexaiiTe MeHe KOJO 8 rOJAHHH.

— JoGpe...

3anaaTHBILKM 3a Beyepio, ApceH 3BepHyBCs IO
TOBapHuIa:

— Jlaxyio Bam, Cepriio [laBaoBuuy, 3a TOBa-
puctso... HouyBatu y Bac cboroaHi s He Gyay... Ba-
raai A 6oaBcs OM HapakaTH Ball JiM Ha Hedesmnexy.
Isakyio 3a Te, wo A0ci 3po6uHau ans mexe. Temep
sl BXKe 3BSI3aBCSl 3 HAIUMMH JIOAbMH...

— Sk yBaxkaeTe — BiANOBiB TOH: — B ycakomy
pasi namsitaiite npo Hac. [IsKyio BaM 32 Be4epio i npH-
€MHO npoBeJeHH# yac... A WO 3pOOHTH 3 BalIHMH pe-
yaMH Ta KiHbMH?

— Jlam 3HaTH misHiwe. [Tokuwo Hexait OyayTb
y Bac. Peui no0pe cxoBaiiTe no3a xaTolo, a KOHi, fIK
ragaere.. — lapasz.

CxopuMH KpoKaMH ApCeH nepeilioB iCHO OCBIT-
JeHi ByJuui i 3aBepHyB y GiuHy TEMHY BYJHUKY.

Oana 3anucouxka 3Bopoxobuaa foro — BCi A0-
TenepilHi CymHiBH posBisaucs. OTxe BOHa yekaJja
da HbOro, NMi3Haka BiJ nepwoi XBHAHHH — He TiNbKH
OKOM, a CepLeM.

BeuipHa npoxoaoza TBepe3usa rapsui AYMKH:

»A MOXe Le TinbKH 3acigka? Hexait i He 3acia-
Ka, a monpocty OXOTa NMPOAOBXKYBAaTH KOPHCHE 3Ha-
#omcTBo. BoHa HaneBHe He cnmoiiBanacs, WO Bin Gyae
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TaKHH WWEAPHH... SIK NOACHHTH cBiit nosopoT? Yu BO-
Ha NOBiPHTb, IO BiH BEPHYBCS TiJAbKH AJsi Hei? Bo-
Ha-JK po3yMie€, sika e HeOe3neka. A KOJH B Hiii mpo-
" OYAMTBLCA CYMHIB, 11O 1le He JJsi Hei, TOAi BOHA TpH-
Mae Horo B pykax, sk NaByK MyXy.. Ta He NiTH He
MoHa Oyno. Lle-:K He TiibKku J1000BHa 3ycTpiy, a AH-
NJAbOMaTHYHE 3aBJaHHs..."”

ApceHosi HaliBa:kue GyJj0 BianoicTH coli ficHO,
YoMy BiH TaK CHilUMTLCSI: Y4 TOMY, ILO HOro TOBa-
PHILII XKAYTb SKHAMILUBHAIIMX 3BiCTOK Bif, HHOTO YH
TOMy, WO BiH N0oGauyHuTb HiBYMHY, NPO sIKy Tak Oara-
TO AyMaB BiJf TOro OMNsHiJOro Bevyopa..

UYu no6pe, un He n00pe 3po6uB — mnpomnano!l
Tenep yxe BiZBOPOTYy HeMa.

JBepi BiAXHAHIMCA Ha JaHLIOXKKY.

— To TH, X0OBTOU3100HKY ?

- L

— Tlpowy, 3aiaH...

ApCeH mepecTynHB Nopir i MaB Take BpakKiHHA,.
AKOH BXOJMB A0 NiJ3eMHOI Keaii 3MOBHHKIB.

VL

3Halioma KiMHaTKa. AJe BiKe 3 Neplioro noris-
Ay ApceH MOMiTHB, ILO € TYT fKichb 3MiHH. He Baas-
JHCA B 0e3qajidi YacTHHH OJAriB; 3i CTiH 3HHKJH Ma-
JIOHKH Ta JWCTIBKH 3 PiKHUMHM NapaMH Ta MOLiJyH-
KaMH, 110 HaraayBaJaH 3aKyJiCOBY pPO3JAArajbHIO LIaH-
coHeTkH. KiMHaTKa cTana sikach CKPOMHilla, NpUBIiT-
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Hilla — HaraayBaJa CTYNEHTCbKY napybouy MaH-
capay.

33a napasay Builiia Kerri. flkach HECMiNHBa,.
NPHHHILKJA.

— 3nopos 6yB, YKOBTOA3IO6HKY...

— Jo6puseuip, Kerri...

ApceH y3sB ii 3a pykd i He 3HaB, WO zanai po-
OHUTH.

— Tu norapHina 3a TOH KOPOTKHMH wac, cTana
fIKacb iHakuwa...

— CnpaBai? — ycmixHyjaacs BOHa, Jierko mno-
yepBoHiBIM. Kerti cnpaBai BHrIAZana NPHPOAHO:
HeHalIMiHKOBaHa, TiJbKH JIerkO MpHNyJApOBaHa, OMAr-
HeHa y CKpOMHY OJIO30uKy Ta CIHiAHHUKY.

— Tu HiOM He apTHCTKA.. CKOpilue Harajayeu
MOIO cecTpy- riMHasuctky. li-Bory... Ot norasHy Ha
Te6e i MuMOXiTb npurajayio Haraiaky, Taky, sikoio st
s3aquuB ii TOMYy JABa POKH JAOMa...

— Tak? §l ayxe Tiwmycs uum. ,Hy, cmaﬁ Ap-
ceHe. Moxe Xouyelwl KaBH, Yaio?

—-— Hi, makyio... Tu ) 3Haew, 10 s1 BXKe MO Be-
yepi.

ApCeH sIKOCb Hepiluyue BHUnycTHB ii pykH. XoTiB:
il OOHsTH, NMouinyBaTH — He HaBaxuBcs. [lpuranas
co0i nepui BiABiAMHH — He 3HaB, Y4 BOHH JAO3BOJfA-
10Tb OYTH CMIJIHBilIMM, Y4 HaBNAaKH BUNPaBAYIOTb HO-
ro Higkosictb. Biguys, uio Kerri crana skacbh CTO-
POsKKa, HiOH najexa.

B ysasi noscraB komicap Bainos. 3asapouii no-
YyajJu JApANaTH ceplie.
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— $lk He xouew yaio, TO cigal, MOroBOPHMO...
-— npunpouysana Kerri: — §l rak tiwycs, mwo teGe
‘bauy...

— TiwMca? — KHHYB HeJOBipJAHBO.

— Tak... cnpaBai ayxe pazaa.. S1 BBecb uac jay-
.MaJza npo TeGe...

— 5 Takox...

ApceHOBi He BHXOAMUB 3 roJoBH BaiHOB; wykas
.3acodiB, ak6u BigBepHyTH Kerri Bix xomicapa i npu-
TpuMaTtH ii npu cobi.

— Ara, namsaraews Kerri, ocraHHbOro pasy s
0o0iusB BepHyTHCS A0 Tebe.. XOTiB, 1100 TH BBeCb
yac OyJsa 3i MHOI0. MeHi Tak Tpe6a Tenep KOrochb
O6aH3bkoro, uiHporo. HixTo 3 Hac He 3Hae, wo Oyne
3apTpa... J1 po3ywmilo, O TH MaEW CBOIO Mpauio i He
MoOxKew il MOKHWAATH, MaeWl CBOi OOOBSI3KH, KIAOMOTH...
Aune 3a matepisabHMIt Gik He TypOyiics. S Ma0 JOCHTB
rpoiwe#t, 6inbwr ik MeHi TpeGa. He Bipuwm? 1 kaxy
30BCiM LIHPO, MO TOBapHcbkH. Koau TiabkuH TOGI
. Tpeba...

BiH BHHAB 3 KMIUeHi mayky GaHKHOTIB y 60/b-
leBHUbKiH BaMOTi i nokaaB ix Ha crin. Kerri sxoch
po3ryO/ieHO MOrJsiHyJa Ha XJomus, i Harao 11 BeJauKi
61aKMTHI OYi 3aJMMIMCH CJi3MH.

Bona He Bnepuwe Gpana rpowi BiZ CTOPOHHIX
"MYJKUHH HaBiThb TOJi, KOJH He BBa)Xana rpoiueit 3a-
CJIyX€eHOI0 BHHaropofoi 3a CBOE TOBapHcTBO. Yo-
My-» CaMe Temnep Ueil LWHPHH XKeCcT IOHaKa TaK IJH-
6ok0 BpasuB ii, o6pa3uB A0 raubuHH Aywi? Hdoci ui
PO3paxyHKH He MaJH B Hei HiYOro cmizbHOro 3 cep-
.uem. Jlioau, 3 AKHMH BOHA Beyepsaaa, cmiszacs i mpo-
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BOZMJA HiYy He Morau ii oOpa3WTH — BOHAa NOBOAH-
Aacsi 3 HUMH fK 3 PiBHHMM — TNO KyMeubKH... A.
Tenep...

JuBuaaca Ha ApceHa, KOHBYJAbCIHHMH KOpY ro-
JIOBH cTpuMaB ii MOBY.

ApceH 3HisfiKOBiJMit cTOsB GiNsi Hel, He 3HaB, WO
podutH. Bin He BMiB NMOTilIaTH XiHOK, HaBiTb HiKOJH’
He MaB TaKOro BHNaaky, W00 fKachb XiHKa nJaakaza.
nepex HHUM i TO Lie 3 HOro BHHH.

Kerri nouana Jerwe BifaAMXaTH i XYCTOUYKOIO
BUTHpaja O6auyys.

— 3a6epu ui rpoui... i #au cobi, Apcere...

— Yomy? wo cTanocsa? s He PO3yMil0 B 4iM’
crnpasa...

— L.. i He Tpe6a... pO3yMiTH, KOJH TH... HE Bil--
yyBa€ell TOro, W0 MeHi 3amoJiss... .

— Ta mox Take craznocsa, Kerri? Ckaxu-
npocro... lii-Bory, He 3Hal0, WO s mOraHe 3pOGHB...

— Bisbmu cBoi rpowi.. TH.. He Mir yxe Bif
YOroch iHIIOrO MOYaTH PO3MOBH TiJbKH BiJ rpoluei,
AIKOM XOTiB 3a3HAYMUTH, L0 AJIS TAKHX AK A — —

BoHa 3HOBY NpHJIOXHJIa XYCTKY AO OuYeH.

ApceH GOpOHHBCS, fIK Mil, yXe He 3HalO4H, YH
He NOoriplye cnpasH: '

— Or i maew!.. AJse X paHille TH He TiJbKH.
“B37J1a rpolli, a ue # cama BuMarazaa ix..

— Tak, ue npasza... ane Toxi T 6yB AAsA MeHe
30BCiM wyxHuii... Sl Toni we Tebe He Koxana... f Gyaa
TiTbKH LUIAHCOHETKAa, a He XiHKa.. 1 Aymaaa, wo 3y-
cTpina B T06i MOAMHY, ika 3pO3yMie MeHe. MeHi 3aa-
BanoCs, WO A BiAyyaa B T06i wHpPicTb, HiXKHE BiAHO-
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LIeHHs X0 MeHe., Moike 1 He BapTa Tede.. MOXKe TH
MeHi He BipHlU, aje fi WHPO NMOKOXaJja, a TH 00pa3uB
MeHe...

— Budau, Kerti... -k Tak He AymaB, i XOTiB
TOGi TibKH JONOMOTITH.

— A s xouy Bigmaru To6i Ti rpowi, IO TH
MeHi JaaB...

Bona XyTKO KHHyJacsi 3a mapasaH, noluapynina
TPOXH B wWwadi i BHillIAa 3 NAKyHOUKOM Y pyui.

— $ Toai we npuroToBuaa TOOI NOJApYHOK,
aje BH XYTKO Biactynuau. $1 He morsa TOGi ioro
BPYYHTH, XOu llyKaJa 3a TOGOIO WiaHHA JeHb.

Ha croai 3aGaucna rapHa cpidHa nanipoCHHUS.

— A ue mo? — 3auByBaBcs ApCeH, MOKa3ylo4YH
Ha JiTepH.

— Xib6a x He poraayeuwca? Ininisaun... TBOi —
»ApceH 2KoBTOA3106HK"...

ApceH ycMixHyBcs. [TouyB y co6i ropaicte Myx-
‘YHHH, CBiIOMOro TOro, L0 HOro KOXawoThb.

— To Ta cnpaBai meHe koxaew, Kerri?

BoHa kpi3b CabO3u cr1abo BCMiXHyJacs.

— JlypHa 6yaxa... 3akoxanach... A Tenep — Gauy,
L0 TH He BapTHH TOrO...

ApceH 3iIXHYB.

— Kaxemw, mo s Te6Ge 06pa3us?

— Tak... 1 He crnojAiBajacsi, IO TH AKOCb Bil-,
pasy nosepHel! Tak cnpaBy y Taku# G6ik, Tak rpy6o...
BoHa He MoOr/a HaiTH BiANOBiAHHX CIiB.

ApceH rapsiye 3anepeyusB:

— 3Bigku B Te6e Taka AMBHA AYMKa, LIO S XO-

riB Te6e obpasutu? Ex, Kerri, Kerri.. Tu Tinbku
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noavMmaii: TH XK 3Ha€ll, WO f CTapuHHa yKpaiHCbKOT
apmii?

— Hy, Tak... a1te 1 He po3symiio, IO Le Mae
CMiJILHOrO...

— [ ocs 51 Tenep y BOPOXOMY 3amimfi... Kpy4y-
csl KOJIO camoro ueHrtpy ixHboi apmii. Tu 3Haew, wo
Ha TakMX JIoxeil AMBJIATHLCA, AK HA IUMHryHiB. SIKGH
MeHE CXOMHJH, TO SIKCTiik MeHe MNOBiCHMH G...

Kerri oui posmupuaucs; B HHX 3apHCyBaBCs
LWHPHIA OCTpaXx.

— Hi, ui! Liboro He mMoxe GyTH!

Kerri xuHyxacs a0 HbOro, Haue codOI0 XOTi-
Ja HOro 3aCTyNHUTH BiJX rpi3HOi HeOe3nekH.

— Ocb i Tenep 3anurait cebe: 110 XK MEeHe MO-
TATHYJAO CIOJAH, SIK He TH?

— Tu xotiB MeHe GauuTH?

— Ta Bxe aymaii, Kk XOuYell...

— Yexkait... 1 3apas...

Kerti nmiaifimna xo cBOro TyaneTroBOro CTOJH-
Ka, KOJbOHCbKOIO BOJOI0 3MHJa cO6i Juue, mpumy-
JZpyBaJiacsl, i aXx TOJi 3HOBY MmOBepHyJacs A0 ApceHa.

— Tu cnpasai 3agna MeHe AXicTaBCH CIONM P

— Myuwy T106i npasay ckasati, Kerri. {1 npmii-
OB CloAM we i aas npaui. Ham TpeGa matn agesiki
inpopmaunii. BiliHa #ge He TiIbKH CaMHMH KyJasiMH,
ane i naHHMH, npo npotuBHHKa. CI0AH MaB iXaTH XTO
iHwwKi, ane s1 1OGPOBINBHO NilWOB, W06 npH Tilt Ha-
roai noGayutu Tebe... Sl Ayxe TyXHB 3a TOGOIO...

Kerri norasmyna #iomy mpocto B oOui i ycmix-
HyJaacsi 6e3 OQHOI 3MOpUIKH.

— | ™ He Goiwcsa?
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— Yoro?

— Hy, xou 64 TOro, MO NpH3HAEWUCH NMPO Le
nepeai MHOK0? AJuUKeX TH HaBiTb CbOroAHi 6auuB me-
He B TOBapHCTBi TOro, YOpHSABOro Komicapa... Tu 3Ha-
€W, XTO BiH?

— 3Halo: Komicap npH@POHTOBOI ,ueka”...

Kerti norasHysna Ha HbOro, JyKaBO TNPHKMY-
PHBLIH OKO.

— A sk 51 BHAaM TeOe fiomy? A MoOxe BXKe H BH-
Jana?

ApceH npoiOBCA MO KiMHaTi, HaA YAMOCh Mip-
KyBaB.

— Bauuw, KerTti, MeHi 31aeTbcs, 1O TH He uy-
JKMHKa... 60 TH TaKk JA00pe rOBOPHII NO-YKPaiHCBKH...
Tu yxpainka, npaBaa?

— Ykpainka? Moxe GyTH.. S Hax uumm noci
i He aymana, — HiakoBo npomoBuaa Kerti, ane B ii
ouax NOSIBUBCA HEBHJIAaHHH XOCI BHpa3...

— Koau TH He nmpu3Haewics A0 4yxoi Hauio-
HaJAbHOCTH, TO BXe NiB 6iaM — rapsiue Ka3aB ApCeH.
$1 He 3Hal0, YOro TM momnaJja A0 TOro waxray, Ker-
Ti?... XoaiMo a0 Hac... ¥ Hac B apmii € JiByara, WO
NnpauioioTh AJa OGaThKiBUIMHH SIK CECTPH MHJOCepAs,
ZIesiki HaBiTh GI0TbCHA K BOSIKH.

— 3a Ykpainy? — nepenutana Kerri, Haue He
po3ymiJa.

— Hy, Tak.i. 60ploTbC 3 MOCKAaASAMH, HaWIHMH
BoporaMH... TH TiIbKH MOAYMai: CKiJbKH KpHBJA me-
perepniB BiZ HHX Hawl Hapox!l..

— O, tak! — AKocb rapsye ckpukHyaa Kerri,
Tak 110 HaBiTb ApCeH 3BEpHYB Ha lle yBary.
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— Tu woch 3Haew npo ye?

Kerri 3igxHyna:

— Hivoro... npuragana coli MO PaHHIO MO-
J01iCTb... AJe He nuTak npo ue, Apcexe, He 3raayiun —
Haue Oiaarana BOHa. .

— Bauuiu, a TH nuTtana, ud A He OosBCA TOOI
Bce CKa3aTH. MeHi 31asaJjocsi, U0 i, BiA4yBIIH y TO-
6i 3emaauxy, nosuHeH GyB Tak 3podutH. Tenep Ta-
KHi1 yac, W0 3eMJAAKH BiAuyBalOTb OJAHH OZHOTrO 3
nepworo norasiay. TyT yxe He pillaloTh fKiCb TaM
nporpaMoBi piXHHLi, NapTifiHi, a NONPOCTy cama CTH-
xist 3emai. Koxumuit i3 Hac BTArHyB y ceGe pa3om i3
HawuM HeOOM i yOopHO3eMOM | MNEpUIMMH 3BYKamH
MaTipHOI MOBM MOYYBaHHs, AIKe CKOpille 4M Mi3Hiwe
npopBeThbCsl, KOJAH MaTH NpoTH cebe JIOAHHY iHLIOrO
Kpaio, iHwo1 6yBaJbLIHHH.

3anan, 3 AKHM NPOMOBISAB ApCeH He MaB y CO-
6i Hiyoro 3 BiueBoi npomoBH. BiH Haue npuciayxysas-
¢ 10 TOro, WO rpae B Hore Ayuwi i rOJMOCHO CNOBi-
JaBcsi neped GAM3bKOID Ji0JHHOIO.

Kerti uysa, wo B ii Aywi BOpYyWHTbCA HE3HAHE
Aoci mnouyTTs HauioHaabHOi cminbHOTH. JloTenep
Bona BBaxaaa cebe ,pyccko” ado ,,MaI0pPOCKOK~’
Ta i yce.

AX TYT Hapa3 BHpHHYyJa Nepeji Helo JIOAHHA,
110 Haue-06 TO HaZaBaJa HOBHH 3MICT ii XKUTTIO. ApCeH
3BepHyB ii yBary camom CBO€I0 OCO0010 Ha 60pOTb-
Oy, wo 6ywye moBkoaa Hei. [loci Kerri Tiabku 6o-
poaacs 3a OyaeHHMH NMPOXMUTOK, 3a CYKOHKY, 32 Ka-
neJaioxX, 3a fIKyCb LALbKY, Bijgrenep cTtano iff fiICHO,
10 € 1ie. IOCh BHIUE, Kpalue, WO BHMNOBHIOE JIOAMHI

7
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KHTTH. SIKOM BOHa i OyJja XOTila KO.JIHM 3aXOMHUTHCSA
SIKHMCb iJeasoM, He OyJa & 3Hala, AK lie MOXe BM-
rasjaatH. KoxaHHs BiJKpHJO mepe; Helo LOCh HOBE
fIKOCb TaK AHMBHO MPOCTO i HECNOAiBaHO.

llopa3 BupasHille Ha3piBato B Hei OaxaHHA
6ytu Tam, xe Apcek.

— TllomaraTH... nomMaraTi... — B 3ajyMi len-
tasa Ketti: — Aze uum? YuM 51 MOXY HOMY NOMOrTH?

ApceH OKHBHBCH.

— bByno 6 Tinbku OaxanHsa, Kerri, a cnocodu
Ta Haroaa 3HaiayTbca. Haa uum tpeda nouymarH...
Or Gauuwi, Tenep TH MOXeUl MeHi NOBipHTH, LIO
a Tede xoxaio, 60 HaBiThb Taki BaXkHi, TAEMHi cnpaBH
AOBipsil0 TOGi... A 3pewiTol0 i cBOlO Ge3neky BiAAal0
TO6i B pyKH...

Yu xx TO Garato Tpeba aprymenTiB Aas cepusa?

Tensaa ycwmimka 3aickpuaa 3anJjakaHi OYeHATa,
BUKJHKaJa YepBeHb Ha IWWMiYKH, BOPYXHyJa KyTHKa-
MH YCT...

— Bipio, Bipio, Apcene... I T Bip MeHi.. 51 ne
JOHOLUHUSA, He BHaaM Tebe, 60 s WHPO Tede KOXalo...
Ta we mai0 710 TeGe OAHE NMPOXAaHHA: He Ha3HBaK
meHe ,Kerri”... S — Karpyca Tpuripna.. 3 ceaa
Ulepdis...

Po3moBa JABOX 3aKOXaHMX MOKe OyTH O6e3Ko-
HeuHa i He3BMuaiiHO npocrta. TaMm, je iHwi norpedy-
1oTb 6arato caiB i MOKasiB i Hepa3 AOBroi cynepeuy-
KM — 3aKOXaHi pO3yMilOTb OAHE OAHOro — mnOrJf-
JAOM, HaTAKOM.

Kerti Ta ApceH 6yaH B He3BHYaMHHX OOCTaBH-
Hax. Haskoao BiadyBaaMmcs HecaMOBHTI noAii; TOpo-
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LIMAHCH MaTepisiibHi Ta AYXOBi WiHHOLLI, 3aXHTyBa-
JHCSl CBiTONOrASAH, XapakTepH, CyCMiJAbHi HOPMH,
JI0JICbKE JKMTTAl BTPauajao CBOIO BapTicThb. PeBoatouis
Ta BilHa.

KetTi Bxe npuBukaa xo ycmiwok Epoca; mexa-
HiuHO Mwaa HasycTpiu Horo 3abarankaMm. Aze ApceH
He Te, mo iHwi. Tyt He rpas poai 6e3raysjauit nopus
OAHOI XBWJWHM, Hi THMYacoBa CHMNarif, Hi XOJOA-
Huit oGpaxyHoK. Koan BOHa po3MOBJIsAJNa 3 HHM — He
BifuyBaja, WO CHAHTb GiNA MYXKYWHH, — HaA i1 3MH-
CAaMM NaHyBaja siKachb BHILA, HOBa CHJa. ApCeH nmpo-
pBaBCa Kpi3b cMepTeabHHI1 JaHuior (ppoHTy, npuOyB
y camy BOPOXY nauly, e Ha HbOro Ha KOXHOMY KpoO-
ui yurae HeGe3neka, cMepTh. Lle He Ta cama cuaa,
WO paHile, TArHe #oro Ao Hei. Bowa uye Ha cobi
TPEMTiHHA HOro rapsyMx pyK, ajJe TO# Naakui cno-
rajg o6nikae ii ycra, AKOM nOLITYHKOM Ta€MHOro
MaH/piBHHKA, WO 64arocaoBHTb ii i BiANOAHTD.

Kerri Bxe He Oyna WAaHCOHETKa, a JIOJAHWHA,
B sKifl npobGyaunaca aywa. BopyxHyaucs npucnasi,
NPHNOPOLIEHi NMOYYBaHHA — TiAHICTb, CaMOMOLIaHa,
JioTpeGH npaBiaH, a A0 TOro ii CBiAOMiCTb moua’a
HEKONOITH HOBE NMOYYTTA — OCOPYXKHOI'O XHTTH, fIKe
BOHa BeJe. ' .

Io6pe... ApceH koxae ii, ane yM X BiH NOWAHYyeE
il nicas Bcboro? JXKinoua rimsicTe 0O0ipyu cxonuaa
KeTTHHy BOMO i CTPHMaXa BiZi OCTAHHLOTO KPOKY.

Kerti noausunacs ApceHoBi npocTo B oui i yep-
BOHIIOUH CKa3aja:

— ApceHel.. nowanyi MeHe.. fK TibKH MO-
Kelll...
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Ii roaoc Tpemris, y HoOMy GpeHino Gaarauus:

— 1 nas TeGe He IWAHCOHETKA... A KiHKa...
i koxaio Tebe...

ApceH 31HBOBAaHO MOraAsiHYB Ha Hel i MUMOXITb
BUMYCTHB 3 OGilMiB.

BoHa kMHyJa Ha HBOro HeCMiJMBHI MOraAsA:

— He cepaucs, muauit... He posymiit mexe mo-
raHo. 1 3malo, WO si He BapTa TOrO... ajieé nMpowy Te-
Ge, Apncere, — niaTpuMait MeHe... AJXex TH iHaKLie
noBOJAHBCSI GH 3i CBOEI0 HapeyeHOI0 3 MOPAAHOI po-
AuHH?... [TpaBna?... §I Takox xouy 6yTH MOpsX..

[IpokoBTHyna KiHeub CJOBa, a O4i 3HOBY 3pO-
OuaHCs BOTKi.

Apced BiZiiOB, CiB Ha KpicaoO, 3aKypuB mami-
pPOCKy 3 HOBOi cpi6Hoi mamipocHuui. MoBuaB i Ha-
NpyxeHo AyMaB — aje npo o, cam He 3Has. Oxue
TibkM Haoy Oauws, wo KetrTti crasna HOBOIO MIOAU-
HOIO. -
— Tu He rHiBaelucs HA MeHe? — HeCMiJIHBO Ha-
Gruxanacsi BOHa JO HbOroO.

— Hi, Karpycio, He ruiBarocs... i npocto 3amy-
YeHH, 3pOOHB BeJHKY AOpOTry i 0OCTaBMHH TaK XBH-
AI0IOTD, MiZAPHUBAIOTh HepBH... XOTiB 6H BiAmOuHTH, 60O
3aBTpa maw 6arato poGOTH.

ApceH nouyB BeJNHKYy BTOMY, IKOH 3aBTpa MaB
JAaJHTHCS Y AOBTY HEBiOMY HOpOTY.

— A Je X TH 3yNUHHUBCA?P

— Hine. Tam, ne s 6yB, y)xe He MOXy GyTH...

— Hy, To asirait TyT... a 3aBTpa nobauumo...

KeTTi 3BMHHO NPHrOTOBMJA JIiXKKO.

— A saxkxe TH Oygew? Jle cmatumeru?
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— He TypOyiica npo MeHe... 3pewWITOX TYT..
3 T06010 6yAy.. OT NPUCTaBAIO TiAbKH Kpicaa... Hy,
nouiayit xe MeHe Hano6paniy. XK0BTOA3I00KKY... i HE
THiBaiics...

Bora nizcraBuaa oMy CBOE JIHYKO.

— JobGpaniu, mosi Katpycio...

Bix ii MinHO nouiayBaB i HecaMoOXiTb, fIK CTap-
wuit Gpart cecTpy, N€PeXpPECTHB.

Bona 3acopomuaacs.

— §l BXKe T2K JaBHO He MOJHaac — Tenep
Gyay...

He6aBkoM ApceH y:ke PiBHOMIpDHO BiAMXaB.

Kerri noxpytuaaca no kimuarui. Ilonpasuaa
KOEJADY Ha JiXKy, LliJbHille NPHKPHJIA HeW CBOro
rocrs, norJajauiaa #oro OJHCKy4ye, YOpHE BOJOCCH,
wo BixduBano Bij 6inN0i MOAYLIKH.

XBHIMHKY uyTH Oya0 ABa pikHI npucniwesni
EiJlJAUXH, TOJOCHI SIK THKaHHSA JABOX FOJAHHHHKIB.

Ha ximuaty napaau XxuMmepHi TiHi pOMaHTHu-
HOro EBeyopa.

VIL

lNepemyuyernii nonismu 6ypxaHBOro AMs, ApceH
CnasB MiUHHM 320pOBHMM CHOM. KeTTi aapemHe xotiza
niTy 3a ioro. npukaanoM. CnonoxaHui coH yTik 3 ii
ouei. Ha expani CBilOMOCTH MOYaaH 3apHCOBYBATHCSA

JaeHO 3a0yTi XapTHHH MuJAOro, GesnOBOPOTHO. O
AHTHHITEA.
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Piae ceqo crano mepex ouuma. ¥ poasdorifi
cTenoBiil 6a’ui MaJIbOBHHYO PO3KHHEHI NaTKH 3 XKy-
paBasMu Oins kpuHHub. LHypoukamu Oixarb yHH3
CTCKKH JO CTaBy, WIO JiHHBO PO3AHBCH HA ‘tdi Hau-
KH i miAMOpIye COHUWIO CBOiM CBiuaioM.

Hapkos0 cTaBy TOJMIOKA. 3e/ieHa NaaxTa 3 PiXHO-
G6apBHUMH naTkamH. Ocb GinMMHM nasMaMH GAHMAIOTDb
ryCKH; 30MAHMCA B KyTKY, MOCKyOYylOTb TpPaBHUYKY, TY-
JAATbCA A0 CBOTrO MPOBiAHHKA-rycaka. A BiH, fIK MOB-
CTAHCbKHi{I OTaMaH, 3aAMpPKyBaTO MiAHIC ronaosy
i reproue.

derMaTHYHO BHMaxyloTb OJIOBaMH Ta XBOCTa-
MH, BiAraHsiloud HaCTHPJHMBHX I'e/I3iB, pyAi, noneascri
Ta Kpaci KOpoBH. KymMeaHO miACKaKyrOTb, BHCOKO MiX-
HOCSIYH CMJAYTaHi nepeaHi HOTH, PiXKHOMACHI KOHHKM.
B npu6epexxHiMm 60J0TI THXO POXKaIOThb CBHHI — Ji-
JATbCS, SIK A00pi CyCiAKH, HOBHHAMH IHS.

A Bce KyMaeTbCsi Y 30J0THX XBH/SIX COHSALUHO-
ro Cf€Ba, HiAKHTBCA' 11i10 BIIHBOM HBOTBOPHOTO
TemnJa. T
Ceno — coOHHe, PO3HiikeHe Cea0 BJITKY.

Kerri ycmixaerbcst 20 3Haliomoi, xmoporoi kap-
THHH: — OCb CTaB, a KOJO HbOro JiBYaTKO 3 roJy-
OGHMH, SIK 1JIECO OuMMa, 3 GiNHM, SIK JIEH, BOJOCSYKOM,
vy Giaift nosriit copouuHui. B pykax posruit npyr,
B Quax — BHP23 NMOBarv Ta BiANMOBiJaJbHOCTH 32 B3fl-
Ti Ha ceGe oCGoBaskH. [liBUATKO, BUKOHYE TYT BaKHYy
npauio — nace rycd. Mama HakasajdH. jo0pe NHJAbHY- -
BaTH, BiAraHsTi BiX{ uyXHX rypTiB, 0CO0/11HBO He JO-
NyCKaTH CXOAMTHCA -3 cyciuuHuM Heunnopuwmuim
CTaZOM.
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— YBawait, Karpycio, ne nyckaid Ha CTaBp Ha-
woro 3aBanisikd, K nodauMiu Ha BOi CYCIAYMHHX.
cipux. Xait Hawi nacyTbCs Ha TOJA0UI, NONOAYAHi mi-
IyTh Ha BoAy. Bo Ham 3HoBy saseie OifKky.. a no-
TiM TibKM CBapKH...

KaTpycs cTepeie, MiuHO 3aTHCKae B pyuui
nosruit npyt. F'ven MupHO cKyOyTb TpaBy. HeGesneku
HeMa.

Ta ocb 3 Tamtoro GOKy CTaBy MOHeCIOCs: re-
re-rel.. 3apaiiil nigHic BHCOKO rOJIOBY, OrJsiHYBCHl.
Ocb 3a3opus cipuit TabyH, 1O NOBOJI NJHB KOJMO TO-
ro Gepera, npsiMylouM Ha cepeluHy naeca. [lonepexny,
BUCHYBLIH Ayroio wwuio, HeuyTHo naus Cipui, BikoO-
BiuHMi cynepHuk 3aBafiss. MiX HHMH, 32 BOJIOLIHHSA
CTaBOM, TOYHJAcs ,,CTOAITHA BiiiHa”. OcTaHHs nepe-
mora 6ysna no 6oui 3aBanis. CynepHuk noGuTHH, no-
A3b006aHu#l yTiK 3 noas 6010, rydasyu 1o A0po3i mips.
3nmaBsanocsi, He nocmie Giablie niAiiMaTH roJoBy.

A ocb BiH, HEHaBHCHMil, 3HOBY Ha CTaBi.

— Te-re! Tu 3HOBY TyT, NPHATENIO? — ryKae
3asajiit. B foro ronoci 6peHaTb HOTKH THiBY.

— TI'e-re! A xT0 MeHi 3a60pOHHTb TYT OyTH? —
syxsano BizsuBaetbcs Cipwuii.

[ToBaxua HeGesneka xBu.1oe Karpyceio. ["'oaysi
OuKa CTOPOXKKO CTexkaTb 3a pyXxamu 3asalif, — ryo-
KH 3aTHCHEHi, JiBYaTKO XOYC NCPETATH aBaHTIOPHHLb-
Ki HamipH po30HWaKH. A BiH, I€PEBaJIOIOUHCH 3 HOMH
Ha HOry, y»e novas 3aBeptatdH B OiK CTaBy.

— luas! Cuas, T, HaBiXenwil! — roa10CHO Kpu-
uynTh Katpycs, BHMaxyloun npyToM, OiXuTbh Hanepex,
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PO3CTaBAsIE PYYKM, 3aCTynae AOPOry A0 CTaBy. 3aBa-
AiA BYNHHAETbCA, OUIHIOIOYM CHTyauilo. Bin Moxe
i nocayxas 64 Haka3iB CBO€ET MaCTYIIKH, — KOJH X 6O
kanocHuit Cipuii yxKe BHNAKWB Ha CepeANHY nJaeca i mo-
KenkoBye coGi:

— Tle-re! A a Bxe Tyt! lllo Meni 3poGuw?

CnanaxHysna 3aBOIiOBHHLbKA XHXKalubKa KpOB
CMaBHUX NpaAifliB y rycauux 3aBafifuHHUX rpyHsX.
I'nieom 3aiiHsaucs oui.

— Maao 106i me? Yekaii! dicTanew diabuue...
51 ToGi nokaxy, AK HanajxaTH Ha MOI BOJOJAIHHA!

Bin piwyue npsmye mo ctaBy. SIK cnpaBxHi
»TYCKH”, HiYOro He AYMalOuyH, NJEHTAIOTLCA 32 HUM
yci 6iai rycwu. :

Kartpycsi 3actynae mopory i noyMHae nepimuTH
npyToM ,naHa-oTamaHa”.

— I'nana! Hasaa T, npokaatuit! Hasaa! Iunasl...

A BiH — yce Bnepes, Bnepex.

B roaoci gmiByatka — i 3arposa, i GaaraHms,
i po3nyka, B oyax — CAbO3H. — ['uasn!

INpyr 3ayenuB 3aBagis. BurHyBWM raaiokolo
IHIO, TYCaK 3allMMiB MO-3MiilHOMY i pO3CTaBHBIUH
KpHJa, KHHyBcsi Ha KaTtpycro.

— Tio Ha Tebe, oxkasHHHi! Aril...

lNepeasxana merHyaacs BGik, 60 Bxe pa3 3a-
KowTyBana 3aBajifyHHOro A3b06a; OH y Hei sKHit
Gacaman Ha cnuHi — 60€Ba paHa. A BiH, He MalouM
EXe nepex COOOI0 HifAKHX NMEepenoH, CKOPHM MapiueMm
npocTyBaB A0 BoaM. OCb yXe KOJNMXAETbCA Ha NJECi:
H2BKOJIO HbOro #oro TalbyH.

— TI'e-re-re! — 3ayinHo reproue.
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— Te-re-re! — sk 6GypHi, MiAXONAOITL HOro
nigBaanHi. Axe ¥ cipi BXe BHAAIOTb BOHOBHHYI OKJH-
ku. Byae 6iit. 3 ouamu, NnOBHMMH cai3, mobiraa Ka-
TPycsi A0 CBOEI XaTH.

— llo 3 To6olo, auTHHKO? Xaonui mobuan?
Cxaxy mMaMmi — 51 iM aaMm, wnbeHnkam!

— Hi, mawmyclo... — JexBe MOKe BHTOBOPHTH:
Kpisb nmJaay AiBYaTKO.

— A wo x? lllo cranocs?

— §l crepersa... a BiH NPOKIATHH.. NPOKAs-
THiL... BiH M€He He CAyXaE...

— XT0 BiH?

— Haw 3asaxiska... niwos Ha cTas... a Tam Ci-
pHH... YxKe OloTbcs, a-al..

— Hy, Hivoro, Hiyoro... 3acnokifcsi, AHTHHKO...
Ha, 3imx ocb MOJOuYKa Ta MAAAHHUKH...

Koxana marycs!

KeTTHHI AyMKH necTsTb, OropTaioTh TENJAHMH
paMeHaMH KoxaHuii o6Gpa3: oOcmaneHe, 3 TIHOOKHMH:
3MOpLIKaMH JHle, nopenaHi Bif po6OTH PyKM (a sK
Hi)XHO BOHHW TJaAfiThb JbHAHY roaiBky!), no6pi-xoodpi
oui /i noBHe MOOOBH BeJHKEe MaTepPHHCbKE Ceple.

MaryceHbko, Ak6H BH Gyau xusi!!

KerTHe cepue cTHckaetbea Big 6oaio. Hikoawn,.
HiKOJH BOHA Bxe He MOOGauuTb CBOEI Haiikpauiol oni-
KyHKHM # nopaauuui. Bxe 6yaa B rimuasii B micti (ue’
MaMyceHbKa CTapaaacq, 1006 ii AOHA, CHHbOOKa Kpa-
CyHsl, ,,BMiiluJa B MOAK”), AIK A0 Hel AOKOTHAACK-
CTpallHa BiCTKa, w0 ii Mmama Bxe He XxuBe. He 3naBa-
Aa cobi cnpael 3 TOro, sIK CNHHHJACA Yy CBOMY cCedi,.
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SIK Bi;UIpOBaAWIM MaTVCI Ha BiYHHH CMOYHHOK. Hi-
yoro He uyna, 60 Byxa 3a1yOi1H Ha -BCAKI BpPaKiHHA;
Hiyoro He Gauuaa, 60 Oui Hamyxad BiJ cai3.

3 ranOMHM NiTbMH BHPHHAE HOBHI1 00pa3: BH-
COKe Y0JI0, XOJO0/Hi CTaNeBi Oui, TOHKi 3uinaeni ryou.

,DOJKECTBEHHHIT Yrapos’.. repof-aMaHr CToO-
JHYHOT'O TeaTpy, 3a SIKMM LUAJIIH JKiHKH.

Kerti npomana kHHxKy, 00 nMoOauHTH LBOro
He3piBHSIHOrO MHCTUS CLUEHH, KOJAM B BECHAHifl MaH-
ApiBLUi TeaTp 3aixaB JI0 IXHbOro MicTa...

SIk Jerko BOHa NOBipW/ia HOro NajJKHM CJ0BaM,
3 AIKHM 3aXOMNJeHHAM CJyXaJja, KOJH BiH NOBTOPAB i,
Haye aMaHT y 3axXONJuBi# meci:

— Tu Mmo0e KoxaHHs!

— Tu Mo0e HaaxHeHHs!

— Jaa Tebe TiabkK rpawol...

Taki caoBa nonaxaid npocTo B KpoOB, naaun
cepue, TYMaHHJIH MO3OK.

' »Karpycio! yn K TOGi Mama He Kasana, WO He
BiJIbHO 3aXOMHTH JIiBYHHi caMiii A0 NOMEelIKaHHA
akTopa? Ta Lle MO BHCTaBi.. TH MOBipHJAa, WO BiH
xoue T0Oi CKa3aTH TiAbKH ,Kiabka cais”... EX, TH Ha-
iBHa, MoJ0Ja, HeAOCBijueHa...”

»EKarepiny TpiropHylo” 3a HeMOpaJbHy mnose-
AIHKY BHKMIOYHAH 3 rimuasii. Tlicas uboro npuitimos.
IUMHTAMb... CAMOTHICTb, 60poTbOa 3a Xai0 i mo Oi.1b-
we: 6oporbba 3a n00py caasy... ‘

Kerri 3aTtHcKkae KyJdakH, BiAraHs€ npHUBHL — Ta
He moske. Cra;esi oyi cBepayioTh ii, TOHKI ryd4 pos-
UliNJOIOTBCSA, 3M03a HHX MNOKa3ylOTbhCH, Haue BOBYi
3y0H.
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KapTHud 3 AiHCHOrO XHTTA nepeénaitTaTbea
3 IMTAYMMH Ka3KaMu i NOOJAHHOKHMH CUEHAMH i3 nec.
Ocb BOHa cama — apTHcTKa. Taka cama, sIK TO# noay-
MsiHHI Yrapos. Xou i He Ha CueHi, a Ha KabapeToBiil
ecTpaii, ale TaK CaMO 3aXOILIIOE nyOsaHKy, Jaca Ha
onJeckH, Tak camo BHOHpae coOi MiXK CBOIMH rasja-
uyamu — sxeptsu. [1paBja, BOHa 3aHaATO 4acTO cama
CTa€ JKepTBOI — HE 3HAE, UH rpa€ BHBUYEHY POJIO,
yM iMNPOBi3ye, YH BOHA TibKH MapioHeTKa B pyKax
HEBHJHOro, 3.100HOrO pexucepa.

Tak, ui npuBujH e He BUTBIp il XOpOi ysBH,
Le RilCHICTb... il AiiicHe, HedaabluoBaHe XKHUTTA. Bo-
Ha GauuTh ille pa3 CBOIO MOJOJICTh — NOTOMNTaHY,
3abpyaxeny na Te TiAbkKH, W06 He HAHTH BHXO01y i3
CTPAIIHOro CJIinoro Kyra?

A TyTr noas micrana i Haue HOBY cnpoOy...

Tak poOpe Oymno mMaTH 3aMKHeHe CBOE cepue Ha
HecsiTb KOJOAOK, rpaTH CBOIO POJIO HAa CLUEHi i B WHT-
Ti He yMalouH, 3 AHA Ha Hiu...

Hauio :k Ha 11 wWJAsAXy 3IBUBC OLEH XJOMYHCh-.
Ko? Takuil WHPHi, MPOCTHH, YECHHI. YCMiXaeThCa
Lo Hel y cHi — a0 cBoei Katpyci... i BoHa He 3Hag,
Yy 3acHyJa uH Goperbcsi i3 Ge3COHHHLEIO...

»TH YKpaiHKa... MH, YKpaiHui, noBHiHI cOli 11o-
MmararH...”

Cwmiunnit: BuOpaBcsi Ha Take Hede3neuHe JHiio
i BuSpaB codi ii nosipHuuelo... Bona He BMie 3 HHM
po3amoBasTH. Hagiuto BiH possopymus ii cepue, Ha-
BillO MOBepHyB i1OI0 AO KHTTH, 3 SIKHM BOHa pO3-
npowasaca? Hasiwo 3i1ep 3aca0HY i3 MHHV.I0ro?
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5ikOn Bowa Gyaa He ,Kerti”, a miicho Katpyca — Ta
CTPYHKa, CHHbOOKA, 3 TENJAMM cepueM i OABEpPTOIO,
YKCTOIO Aywel..

A Tak.. Un xx mMae BOHa NMpaBO HaAifAATHCH Ha..
1jacTs... BOHa — lIaHcoHeTKa ,Kerti”?... Mano, mo
BiH Tenep ii Koxae. BiH — MoxOAMi, 3analbHMH...
A un Gyne KoxaTH, uH OyJae nosaxartH ii, Koau 3au-
HE pO3MHTYBaTH Npo ii MHUHyJe?

BoHa He MOXe He Cka3arTH HOMYy Bcie€i mpaBau,
KOMHK BiH rasHe wMpo B ii oui. A MOTiM... BOHa NOYH-
Hae yaBJAATH cOoOi, AK MOXe BHIJAJaTH peallbHe KHT-
TA: BOHa NMOKHHe CBOIO npauio i 6yAe BHKJIIOYHO 3a-
JieXXHa BiJl HbOro. BiH e ) He A03BOJHTb il mpauio-
BaTH. Uu Horo 3aco6H BHCTauyyThb Ha L€ CNiJbHE XHT-
TA? BOHa roTroBa BHPEKTHCS BCiX BHOAriB, XHTH fK-
HalicKpOMHille. AJe ,,TOBapMcTBO..”, fIK npuiime ii
OTe KOJO 3HalOMMX, POJAHHH, npuATeniB ApceHa?
AHy-’K MOXe TPaNnMTHCSH, 110 OXHOro XHA BOHAa 3Yy-
CTpiHe MiX HMMH SIKOroch rocts ,Imnepisaio” i ToH...

Kerri noxanauBo OiXHTb JHO KYTKa KiMHaTH,
BiAlUYKY€E Maly iKOHKY, CTa€ HaBKOJILIKH i.. OOAH-
Ba€TbCA XOJOAHHM NOTOM. XOue MOJHMTHCS H He MO-
Xe: cepue NoBHe NOGOXKHOrO HaCTPOIO, a yCTa HiMi —
BOHAa 3a0yJa BCi, IKi 3HaJna, MOJHTBH. b

Toai BOHa CKJazae CBOX MOJHMTBY: NnepeMillye
cnoBiab i3 6aaranHamn, w06 Jiea Mapis BiasepHyaa
Bia Hei BCe AMXO, nepeMiHHWJaa HOro B OAHH NMPOMiH-
YUK LUaCTH. '

Cabo3H, W0 OOMHBaKWOTBL ii JHUe, 3aCTynawTb
i noaerwy. Bowa npuasria Ha JiXKKO, NMPHKPHJAACh
nzalleM i MOXe EBAe CNOKiHHO PpO3AyMYBaTH.
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ApceH Kaxe, L10 BOHa Moraa 0 moMorTH HoMy...
VKpaiHuaM... YHM e BOHa MOXE MOMOITH, KOJH
110/HO CbOrOAHI BOHA ycBigomuaa coOli, WO BOHA —
JMTHHA cCeJa, YKPailHCbKOro cena, yKpaiHCbKOro Ha-
poay?...

i smopus coH. COH THM CaMHMM MEeAOBMM BOC-
KOM, L0 MOCKJeIOBaB il MOBiKil, NPHMIUHHB TH KpHUJA.
Bona wHpsaaa Hax 3emJqelo i 3xaBanocs i, WO Bce
T€, YHM XYPATbCA MOAM — piOHe, fIK BOHH CaMi.
Tawm, Hapg 3emaei0 He OyJ0 mepenoH €AHATH OaxcaHHA
3 ¢opMmaMH, IO NAHBIU SIK POMEBi XMAPHHKH...

VIIL

PaHo Apcen BuOpasca a0 TpyGaina. 3 Kerri
YMOBHJIHCSL 3ycTpiTHCA mpu 00ixi B ,IMnepisiap’’, xou
NMOCTaHOBHJAM — TPHUJAIOAHO HEe CXOAMTHCA TaM pa-
30M, 106 He HaKJAMKAaTH Ha ceGe mixO3piHHSA.

Koso Bocbmoi roaunu Apced 6y Ha Cnaaucriit
Byauui. Bianalimwos yucao 11. ¥ wwucriit, no-miman-
CbKH npuOpaHiit KiMHaTi yekaB ¥ioro Tpy6aiino. Tpy-
6aitn10 NonpocHB PO3NOBICTH, B YOMY Cnpasa.

— MeHe nicnaB A0 Bac COTHHK, 5IK BH MOTrO Ha-
3uBaere, §SIm60... K A0 CBOro AOBiPEHOrO YOJOBiKa —
1ouas ApceH.

~— Tak, nade.. f ykpaiHeupb i 4MM TiJbKH Mir
noMaraBs HallMM. A 3 MaHOM COTHMKOM f 3/JaBHa 3Ha-
fomuit. Yoro X Xoye BiZ MeHe MaH COTHHK?
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ApceH nouaB pO3NOBiAaTH NPO CBOKW CHpaBsy:
Tpeda NiAKYNHTH KOrocb 3 YpPAAOBUIB YM TNHCapiB
onepaTtHBHOro Biajiay wrady i AicTaTH BiA HUX Bil-
IMCH OCTaHHIX GOMOBHX i CHTyaliHHHX Haka3iB. Mo-
xKe Tpybaiiio 3Hae Takux Jioxei? 3 THX, WO 3axo-
AAITh O KaBapHi i MO6AATb BUNHMTH... 2 MOXe # Jaci
Ha rpoiui...

Tpyodaiino 3aaymascsl.

— I'm... Taka piu... JlificHO cnpaBa BaxHa i He-
Ge3neyHa... MoXxHa nonacTHcsl...

BiH nokasaB pykoio Ha ropuo.

— Aune Gyay crapatuca. Maio Ha npHkMmeTi OX&-
HOrO JKHJAMKa, ypaaoBus. Moxe 3a rpouwi 3poGHTb...
cnpoGyo...

— S npocuB OH TisbKK XyTuille OGEpHYTH Crnipa-
BOI0 — J01aB ApceH; — Sl He MOXy TYT JOBro nepe-
6yBaTH, Myuly BepTaTHca. Mu He3saGapom OyaemMo Ha-
CTynatH. A BaM, NaHe TOBapHllY, MH I'apHO NOASKYE-
MO 3a aonomory. Ocb BaM Ha nOTPiOHi nepuli BUAAT-
KM, a 32 JOKYMEHTH s 3anJjayy okpemo. [le mu 3y-
cTpiHeMocs ?

— Moxe B ,,IJMnepisan”?

— Jlo6pe — mnoroauscs ApceH — a1 TaMm Gyay
oGigatn. Tlocrapaiiteca MeHi nojaaBaTH OOGiA.. MK
H noposyMmieMOcH...

BuiiwoBwu Apced Bix TpyGaina, piluuB niTH
norasiHyTH Ha cBOi KOHi. [lilwoB 3HAaHOMMMH BYJAH-
uaMH. XOu NPOMHHYB AyXe KOPOTKMH uac BiZl XBH-
JHHH, AK YKpaiHCbKa apMis BilliMllaa 3BiJCH, ajJe BH-
rasx MicTa Taku 3MmiHMBcA. YenypHe ryOepHisiabHe
MiCTO nigynano, sk6u HaBMHMCHe cTapanocs npubpary
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xeGpaubko npoJerapcbkuit Burasi1 Lle Gyaa poda
BOIIOBHHUOrO KOMYHi3My, KOJH 3a YHCTHH KOMip4HK
Ta KpaBaTKy, CTaBHMJH ,NOJ CTEHKY”’. Lle Bce MoOrau
6yTH NO3HAaKM 3aB3ATOro ..GypxKyficTBa” B Ouax ns-
HMX MiJilLioHepiB, BOAIKIB YH BCAKHX areHTiB, AKi CTPi-
aaau 10 Bory Ayxa BUHHHX JIOJeH TaKM Ha XiAHMKaX.
IMpuroKolo MOrio OyTH Bce: YKpaiHCbKa MOBa B yCTax
jHTedireHTa, a60 3aHajATO CMiaHBe OONHYYA, WO He
nonodanocs areHTosi. ,Yeka” npauioBana Ges-
ynuuHo. TiopMu GyJaH nepenoBHeHi.

[po ue Bce aosizasca Apcen Bix [NaBra Pexno-
pOBMYa, rocnojaps, B IKOro BiH 3aJHUIKB CBOI KOHi.
Crapuit AOCHTb MIUHO Hanajas Ha HOBi MNOPSAAKH
i BOPOXKHB ,,TOBapHLIaM™ CKOPHil KiHeub.

— Bu, po6poailo, noaymaiTe: WO XK Le 32 BAa-
Aa, wo BOMBae, HamacTye, rpabye MHDHHX Jioief?
Xi6a ) BHAaHO Ae Take B CBiTi, 100 TaKk NOBOAUTHCS
5 cBOiMM rpoMaasHamu? Kaxy BaM, 10 Tak yxe HO-
neKJaH HaM 1i ,,TOBapHWwi”’, wo Tenep MadyTb yci ni-
AYTb NPOTH HHX... OCch TiNIbKH MiYHITH HaCTyM...

ApceH 3iaxHyB. BiH, Ha XaJb, 3HaB BHNaJKH,
KOJAH IOHAKH BOJIJH CHAITH AOMa i 3HOCHTH 3HYyLIaH-
Hfl OKYNaHTiB, AK iTH B psiAH CBOEi apMii.

»MoxauBe — aymaB — uio tpe6a, wo6 HOBa
BJaja caMa HacTpoila rpoMaiusiH npoTH cefe... ax
TOAI BOHM BMilOTb OLIHHTH NaHYBaHHA nonepex-
HbOI...”

Haaxoaus vac 06iny. FocTuHRI rocnoaapi npo-
Xaau ApceHa nooGisaTH B HMX, aje BiH BiJAMOBHBCH,
MOTHBYIOYH THM, W10 Ma€ NOJAAHATH BaXHi cnpasW
i 6GauHTHC 3 MOALMH;
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IeHHe CBITMIO i CBiX2 MOBITPA [POTBEPR3YIOTh
HaBiTb MoJOAy roaosy. Hiu 3 ii Xumopoamumu Ha-
CTPOSIMH, BHIOBAKEHHUMH TiHAMM i CEPNAHKOM TAEMHH-
YOCTH — He J03BOJsIE HAa pea’abHy OLIHKY CHTYyauii;
MO30K 3HapKOTH30BaHMH, NOUYYBAHHA 3arocTpeHi,
ysiBa Hanpy:eHa.

ApceH mouaB pO3Me:KOBYBaTH OCOOMCTI nouy-
BaHHf i CBOT MAsIHM Ha MaiiGyTHE BiX iioro ypsiAOBO-
ro aina, o B3AB Ha cebe. He MoxHa sadarato Ay-
MaTH NpPO BJACHi cnpaBsi, Tpeda CHYBaTH, AK NaBYK,
NaByTHHHA iHTPHI'H, WO 3JOBMTH NOTPiIOHMX Jat0Aeil
ansa incopmauii.

- ApCeH CTapasTbCa CNOKiKHO OOMipKyBaTH CTa-
HOBHLUE: MOXe cepue i Mae pauiro — BiH 3yCTpiB
Kerri He Takolo, ik crnoaiBaBcsi. ¥ ci€lo iCTOTOW0 BiH
BiuyB, wo B Kerri movana npodyaiyBaTHCsl fIKach
HOBA JIOIHHA, i 110 BOHA XOue€ 3MIHUTH CBOE XHTTA,
BiACYB2€E Bij ceOe HaBiTb HOro camoro i BCIX, KOJH
CPHCTYAAICTh A0 Hel K A0 KaBapHAHOrO MeTeaHKa.
ApceH npuraaas cobi, Aki BeJHKI Ta CnoJOXaHi CTanu
1T oui, KoM BiH NOKJaB nepej Helo rpoiui. ¥ OiuHii
ZiBifl KMuieHi cpiOHa nanipOCHHUSI OXOPOHAE HOro
IDVAH AK MaHUMp.

[MpoGyBaBs ysBHTH cOGi i1 AAK CBOIO APYKHHY... —
ax, AKOH CKopiwe 3aKiHYUTH AiNO0, 32 AKUM -[IPHIXaB
i BIAUITYBATH CBOE HOBE XHTTH...

Koau ApceH npsmysaB a0 ,[Imnepisjio’ crsep-
JAMB, 11O LHBIJILHOrO BEJHKOro pyxy B MicTi Hema.
®pour Gy iue He ayxe Aanexko. XHTpi Kynui, ma-
6yTb, MOXOBaAH BCAKHIH KpaM, w100 He MiHATH #Oro Ha
HenesHy BanoTy. Censind Ha 6Gasap He NpUisgHaH A0
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MicTa — BHMuiKyBaaH BJAOMa PO3BA3KH HEACHOro cTa-
HOBMUlA Ha (PPOHTI. A MillyXH He MaJH 3a WO Kymy-
BaTH, AOTOrO He 3HaAM Hi WiHM rpouaM Hi KpaMoBi.

XiAHHKAMH BeWITaNOCSi TPOXH LHBiAbHHX JIO-
Jeil, OMArHEHHX SKHAHCKPOMHilIe; MiHOYHX Kane-
JioXiB He Oy.10 BHAHO 30BCiM. 3aTe BilCBKOBHH pyX
JNOCHTb JKBaBHil. ByJHUSAMH NMPOXOAMAM BiARiAH ni-
XOTH B FOCTPOLUMHYACTHX IIOJOMAaX, CHyBaJHCS aBTa,
MOTOLHKJi, BepXiBui.

Ycioau JyHala MOCKOBCbKa MOBa, iHOAI mNpH-
nepyeHa KJASICHYHOIO MOCKOBCBKOIO Jaiikol0. 3 06aHY
BiliCbKOBHX, 3 PyXy uacTuH, 0603iB ApceH 6auuB, 110

yepBOHa apMisi nouyBasa cebe neBHO; Ge3snaxias Hi
METYLIHi HEenoMiTHO.

— ,Kpachas 3Be3na”! ,,Oxonnas IpaBxa”! Tpi
Koneiiki cepe6pom! [NeTmopoBeKiss GaHAH OTCTYNAIOT...
nBE AiBi3ii pasbiTo! — ropaaau XJonui-npoaasui
Taser.

— Ilcc... Any, nasaii cioga! — ryksys a0 xJaon-
.ust ApceH.

— UYro xorirte, rpaxnaauin: ,3sesny”, ,IIpas-

.len?
— [laBait BCcbO, uTO imeew... I npiexan ¢ npo-

-BiHUii... iHTEpecHO mouiTarb.. CKOAbKO TeEGE?

— JBanuate Kaneex cepeGpom... py6ab Gymax-
KaMmi...

Apcen 3a6paB XMyT raser i nimos Ha CKBEpHK,

‘HeJlaNeKo Bix ,,Imnepismo”. Tam ciB Ha JaBoyui i mo-
“YaB YHTATH.

— A nossoabTe, TOBapill, raseTky, — Harao

8
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noyyB KOJO cebe ApceH xpunaui roaoc: — Iurepec-
HO, 110 TaM NHUWYThb...

[Nlo6auus Ha ;naBouui nopyu i3 coGo ABOX
yepBOHOeapMikiuiB. OAMH ycMixaBcsi ZO HbOrO IIMPO-
KOI0 MaHiGpaTHOIO YCMIlUIKOIO.

— Ilpowy... — ApceH nojaB iM rasery.

YepBoHOapmifili BTonuaM B Hilt cBOi Oui, BroJoc.
3 TPYAOM YHTaJH, AOCHTb YaCTO BCTABAAIOYM MiltHi
CJaiBLS.

— A nuBH, Taky iXx B HeGeCHyI0 KaHUeJaspiio
MaTb!... — CKPHKHYB OJMH: — Y4yOpa NMHCajH, WO BKe
30BCciM Ui GaHau pos36MTi.. A Tenep AHBH... BO...
»OKonaaucs kosao [, CTaBAATH Omip...

— lw, rauau! — noxmas i apyruit: — CuabHa
LS rFHApa KOHTPPEeBOJIOLiiHA...

— He nomoxe, ToBapim, — cpaminispHo 3Bep-
HyBCs nepuHit A0 ApceHa: — Bcbo paBHO im Gyae
KpHILKa...

HOpyruit HiGH Ha nNiATBepAXKEHHS UHMX CJAiB 3a-
cniBaB (paabLIMBHM TEHOPKOM:

Ex, a6aouxo — 3 Goky xpackoe,
Yro YVxpaiine xaney, 0€.30 ACKOE!...

— Bu 3 TyTewHboi 3aa0ru, ToBapuwi? — HiGw
6aiiayxxe 3anuTaB iX ApCeH nO-MOCKOBCBKH.

— Tak... My 3 wraby... 3 HEMYLUTPOBOi KOMaH-
AH... NpH 00603i...

— Kaxere, wo 6yae cKOpH# KiHelb THM... rai~
ZJaMaKaM?.. — JOKHHYB ApCeH 3HEBaXJIHBO.
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— Jleao sicHO€E... Mu HaBiTh 0603iB HE pO3naKko-
By€MO... OyaeMO Jaii THaTH Ty XOBTO-OJaKHTHYIO
CBOJIOV...

— I cxopo noigere 3BiacH?

— 3a napy asis OyaemMo HacTymaTtH.. 51 Bxe
3Hal0... TaKy NMPHUKMETY Maio... ,

ApceH xoTiB Lue Ginblue AOBiZaTHCA 3 Li€i He-
cnoxiBaHOl po3MOBH, aje i Harao mepepBaB APYrH#
canjar:

— A nuBu, Bacbka, 3HOBY NMOrHajlo TO 4YepBOHE
aBTO 3 ,YeKkHu’’.

— MaGyTb 3HOBY BHJIOBHJH KOrocChb i3 ILUMHry-
HiB — nmneplUHi caajaT JOBipOYHO 3BepHyBCA MO
Apcena: — Tyr, ToBapiw, 6iza: WO Hi Xaxoa, TO
A rap.. WNHryH.. 3pafgHHK.. AJe Hallla yeka Aae iMm
6006y... ,

ApceH nouys, W0 HOMY XOJIOHe cnHHa. Tam
YyepBOHE aBTO, JOBKOJA MOBHO YeKiCTiB, areHTiB,
wnurydis. Moxe i ui ABa.. aHy, AK6H KOTPOMYCb
3abaryocs  3peBiAyBaTH, BHJEriTHMyBaTH WHoOro?
INpaBna, BiH Mae pixHi GOJbLUIEBHLbKI JOKYMEHTH,
aje Mae Tex peBoJbBep i 6araro rpolueii: Hauwo?
3Biaxu? CTBEpAMTH, IO JNOKYMEHTH miapobieHi He
TaK TO BXe H TPYZAHO.

Bcras: — Bawa npasaa, ToBapuui: Ti XOXJH
RiAcHO raau... Hy, meni Tpe6a #itH... o no6aueHHs...

[Miwos xo ,Imnepisiuio”.

Ilpu 06ini cuais 3a okpeMHM CTONMKOM i mepe-
FASIAIOYH CBOI ra3eTH CTEKKHM OKOM O3HpaB CaJlio.
Yekas TpyGaitaa i Kerri.
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Ocb cBOiM NIMBKMM KpPOKOM mizifioB Tpydaii-
a0. CraB y KeabHepebKiit mo3i i moaayu cTpaBoCnHuC,
JeJiBeYyTHO NpOLIenTas:

— JlokyMeHTH OyayTb. [le BH 3yMHHHIHCS?...

— Ia Byauui Tlourosi... Tam, ne memkae Ker-
.

— Jlobpe... Yekaiite noma BBeuip... ¥ 10-i ro-
AMHI npHiiie 4O0JOBIK, OASIrHEHHH MO LHBIIbHOMY.
3acTyKae YOTHPH pasu B ABepi.. Bu 3anuraiite: ,Bix
Koro i uoro tpe6a”? Bin ckaxe: ,,JJo6pi BicTkH, mpo-
wy BnycTHTH”’. Haai Bxe cami moposymierecs...

— Jlobpe — roJocHo ckasaB ApceH, HiOH-TO
BXKE€ MOrOJAMBCS, WO Xoue ictu: — [lpowy gaTh MmeHi
pocia i cixaHui...

ApceH ycmixHyBcst cam g0 ceGe: Goxait € siKach
HaJia Ha ycmiwHy poGoty. JloToro mepenymyBas cle-
Hy, IKTO BiH ckaxe KeTti mpo cBi#i nmasH nose3TH ii
no ceGe, 10 cBO€i POAMHM i TaM OApYKHTHCS. [ym-
KaM TNONYCTHB BiXXKH, BOHH NOMYaJH INeperOHOBHMH
KinbMu. BiiiHa 3aKiHUMTbCSI, BOHH BHiAyTb A0 6aThb-
KiB J1aJleKO Ha CTenH, HiXTo TaM He Gyne 3HaTH Karpy-
CHHOrO MMHYJOro, a BiH cam uie Giabue Gyzne ii Ko-
XaTH, 3HAIOYH, CKiJbKH BOHA HATEPNiNacs B XKHTTi.

3 mBepeit, O BeaH 3a CieHy, Buiimaa camve Ka-
Tpycs, 3a Helo XKopx i me asoe moxei. Lle Gys roc-
nojapcbkuii Komirer ,Imnepisaio’.

[Mo6auuBwin Katpycio, ApceH He Mir CTpHMaTH
cBoei ycmiwku. Katpycs MHMOXiTb TaKoX NPHBITHO
#ioMy BCMixHyJacs.

Xopx, wo Hwos crigom 3a Kerri, He cnyckas
ii 3 oueit. Moro 3asapuii norasjx MNnepexomuB LIO
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yeumiluky. Haue HeHapOKOM BiH norasHyB Ha ApceHa.
OO0uiyusi MOJOJAOrO YOJOBiKa BHAAJOCA HOMY 3Ha-
fioMHM, XOu BiH He Mir npurazatu coGi, ae came 6a-
yMB fioro. JIK He Hanpy)XyBaB CBOEI maMsTH, He Mir
ycBiiomMuTH c00i, XTo ue. BauWB HOro neck... Tak...
HaneBHO... Mir OH NpHCATHYTH — aje JAe, NPH SAKHX
o0cTaBHHaX, Xou YyOuit, He mir Harajzatd. Onaunave
Kerti ycmixHynaca oMy — ue HaneBHO ii kKOXaHelb.
Tpeb6a npocaiauTh ¥oro: XTO BiH, A€ MelUKae, M0
POOHTE...

X op:K BHIIIOB HAa rOJOBHi CXOAH i CBHCHYB Ha
NepIIoro XJOmnus, AKOro no6ayuB — NMpPOAABLA I'aseT.

— ,,Kpacuyio 3Be3ny”? , Komynicra”? ,IIpoae-
tapcbke CioBo”?

— Hi... ocb maew Tyt niB py6as. [Tokanu mesi
Wypky Ceuiua... Bauus ioro ae?
' — Tak, BiH WOHHO mOOIr Ha BYJAHLIO... SKTO
BOHa Tenep HasWBaeThcsi? Kapna Mapkyca...

— Taiina 3a HuM, Ta ckopoO... CkaxH, W00 He-
raiiHo fwoB 1o ,Imnepisar”... Hy, wsuakol..-

Naoneub noodir y Bydui0, 2KOpx BepHyBCi IO
KasapHi. HeteprnesuBO MipsAAB KPOKH, NiJUKHAAIOUH
Ceuma. To OyB Maamii xJjomeub, NpojaaBelb Ia3eT,
XHTpHIl i MOTOpHHIt. XKOp>K HEONHH pa3 KOPHCTYBaB-
ca Horo mocayramu.

— Bory askysaru, iize!

2Kopik ax CBHCHYB i nepexonuB ceGe Ha Aymui,
o #oMy, K KOMYHICTOBi, He JMYMJIO 6 3BepPTATHCHA
no Bora...

— lau cioau Illypka... ckopo! Maewr meHi BH-
KOHaTH OJHe A0DpYYeHHS.
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XKopx nosiB xJonus RO ca’di i HiIOH Kynyioud
B HbOrO raseTH, NOKasaB oMy ApceHa.

36upaauca rocri Ha o6ia. B cani craBano ra-
MipHilue, Ta ApceH mMano Koro 6ayuB. ByB 3arauGie-
HMit1 y cobi, o6aymyBaB i mpisis.

I3 sanymu BuBiB Horo Tpydainio — nojas pa-
XyHOK. ApceH 3anaartuB, poxaswu 500 py6xaiB Giab-
wIe.

— OcraHHe CJI0BO 1€ 32 MHOI0 — YCMiXHYBCS
no Tpybaiiaa.

— Jskyio... Ane He nymaiite, 110 s poGaio 3a-
Ias rpowed. S Tyr puckyio rosoBoio. Bepy Tomy,
wo Tpeba TaKOXK CIOAM-TYAH BHJIATH...

— He O6ynemo paxyBaTtucsi, Toeapuuly. BepiTb
— npuaactbcsi BaMm. SIk yce Buitae aobpe, s BaM e
Kpaille NOASAKYIO...

— Ilpowy xx He 3a6yBatH — Tpy6Gaiao 3HH3UB
rojoc ax A0 ILIENMOTY, a CaM HaXHJIMBCA JO CTOJa,
Hi6H paxyBsaB rpoui: — Bu ckaxere: ,,Bix xoro i vo-
ro tpe6a?”, a BiH BignosicTh: ,,JI06pi BicTKH, npoiuy
BnycTuTH”... Hamepea 4oTHpH pasH CTyKHe...

ITo 06ini ApceH miwoB rojoBHOIO Byauuer. Ky-
MYyIO4H nanipocH, CIMTaB, Je B MiCTi MOXHa Tenep Ai-
craTH KBiTiB. Kpamap naB ajzpecy ropojHHka.

Y nonoJyaHeBOMY COHI HiC KHTHLUIO TEMHO-
YepBOHHX TPOSIHA i ycMiXaBcsi A0 HHX.

JuBHe i xumepHe ue xurta! Ocb BiH Hece KBi-
TH Ti#l, AKY 3a€TbCSI KOXa€E... MPi€ MPO KOXaHHs, NpPO
acTs... A OH TaM rynaioTh rapMaTH, TOYHTbCA Ha
XKHUTTA H cmepThb GopoTbba ABOX ,,6paTHiX” HapoXiB.
I cam BiH — cam co0i He BipuTb! — WINHUryH, y CaMmiit
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‘CepeilMHi OCHHOro rHizga. OZHOW0 HOroK Hax mpip-
BOIO CMepTH, APYroi Haj CTEXKOI RO LIACTA.
Posym mipsie, BaxuTb, SIK CTaTOYHHH rocmozjap,

apryMeHTH. A cepue — 3arOHHCTHH MOJOJELUb MO-
‘KenkoBye co6i 3 po3cyanuBocTH. Haipaaniwe BiH 3a-
cniBaB O Tenmep Ha BBeCb roJoc, fIK PO3MPisIHHM
-3i0edb:

Posxaxire xe eu iii,

Kairxu woi —

Ax wozxaio 1,

Ar erpaxdaio 3a wnenw...

— TIpaxaaHuHe, MOXxe 6 A BaM 3aHiC KBiTH? —
Har/J0 nouys ApCeH OKJHK.

KunyB oxom: 6infi HbOTO APAHTHBO OXSIrHEHHIl
JOMYHUK NPOCTAraB pyKy.

— A XTO X TH?

— bBixnuit. Jaiite 3apo6uti xou 20 Komiitox...
.3paHKy Hiuoro He iB...

— JloGpe Mmaawii... HeCH...

Apcen GyB HaCTPOEHHH TaK MPHXHABHO AO JIO-
JAed, 10 31a€ThCs HIKOJMM He Mir GM Temep BiAMOBH-
TH nmocayrd. Binzas xsonuesi KHTHUIO i miwos no-
Pyy i3 HuM.

[To noposi nosinaBcs, WO XJA0ONeub Mae lie ns-
TepO MEHIIWX Bif HbOro GpariB i cectep; mo GaTbka
‘BOHH He MaloTh, a MaTH XOAMTb HA WOZEHHY pPOGOTY.
Fipko imM XHTH; BiH, CTaplHii, MyCHTb MOMaraTH Mma-
Tepi: TO BHMPOCHTb e MOXHA, TO fIK TPANUTbCH He-
0 3apOGHTD.

— Hy, a Bxe aoma. [daBa#i kBiTd.. Maew 20
‘KOMiHOK.
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ApceH 3ynHHHBCS K00 ranky. Kerri nana fiomy
3anacoBHii KJIOY BijJ BXOJOBHX JABepeil. Xaoneub Xo--
BaB rpolui:

— TI'paxjaHHHe, a 1 Bac NMpPoO IOCh Mompouy....

Ouka /oMy CBiTHJMCS; BiH NPHLUMOKHYB, Maii--
CTEpHO MJIOHYB HaGiK Kpisb 3yOH i mouyxascs B no-
THIHLLIO.

— Lllo x TH xouew?

— Tlo3BoabTe mamipoCKy... CTPacTb XOYeThbCHA
KYPHTH...

— JHodpe... maell...

XortiB ApceH Mopani3yBaTH: MOBJSIB, TaKHH Ma--
JAMi, a BXe KypHTb, i AJs 3J0pOBAs L€ IIKiAJAHBe,
i IIKOJAa Ha TIOTIOH TSAXKHI rpill TpPaTHTH, Kpaiue
yepeBHKH KYMHTH.. AJe TiJbKH BHOAUJIHBO YCMiX-
HYBCSi — CbOTOJAHi BiH yciM Xoue POOHTH TilbKH
NpHEMHe.

Kerri 3spagmina fIKk AMTHHA, NOOauYMBIIM TaKy
rapHy KWTHUulo. A me Oiabuie 3BopywHaH ii caoBa
MOJIOZOTO XJIOMLSI:

— Jlopora Karpycio, — nouaB ApceH noBax-
HMM TOHOM, Haue mepej iCMHTOBOIO KOMiCi€l0 Mary-
puct: — I[lpouly NpHHATH Wi KBiTH, K BHUCJIB MOro
KOXaHHf. A pa3oM i3 UMM i MO€ NMPOXaHHS CTaTH:
MOEI0 APYKMHOIO...

30BCiM 3aHimina, sHisKoBiNa AiBuHHa. He 3Ha-
Ja yM e npasja, uM XKapT. MexaHiuHO B3sJa KBiTH,
a cama nouepBOHiNa rycriwe BiJ TPOAHA.

Ii1 ocBimuaeTbcA TaKHi rapHHA XJornelp, L0 3a:
Hboro Bor-3Ha sika maHHa B OAHiM copouli mimaa 6
6e3 Haaymu? Uu mMoxause ue?!
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Mosuutb Kerri, He 3Hae, MmO BiAMOBICTH.
— Hy, Kerri, yoro x TH MOBYHII? -— [HTaE
BApyre NOBa¥HO ApCeH.

Kerti xaaze KBiTH Ha CTii, MOBUKH MiAXOIHTb
X0 ApceHa, 0oGifiMae HOro i AMBMTbCSI HOMY NpOCTO
B oui. BiH Tex Mae HaroAy 3arasiHyTH Y BiAuHHeHi
BikHa 1i Aywi. BuAHO sIK Ha AOJOHI, IO TaM Ai€ThbCA.

Apcen npuTtsirae AiBuuHy 10 cebGe # MiuHO Ui-
Jy€ B ycCTa.

KetrTi He GOpOHHMTBCS, TilbKH UIENOYeE:

— MaryceHbKO MOsi, YOMYy HeMa Bac NpH MeHi?

Kerri crana, sik He Ta. 2KBaBa, Becesa — fKach
iHakwa. KBiTH nocrasusaa xo A36aHKa i3 BOJOIO, a NPH
TiM HacniByBaJja, JyKaBO NOTrJsfalouHd Ha ApceHa:

Jdyeon i0y, xous 60y —
Poasusaiice, ayaxe!... .
Caaraii vene, K03aUCHLKY,
Jwid.no TeGe Oyawe...

— Ta Bike cBataio, cBatalo! — ycmixascs 1ia-
caIuMBHit l1oHak. — Yeka#, Katpycio...

BiH BUTSTHYB 3 KMILEHi 4YepBOHHH NYNAHOK
i npunHaB it K0 rpyaei.

— Hexait T06i ue Haraaye, w0 CBaTa... ,,Tidb-
KM He uypaiics, mo00 Ta cjaasa He mnponaaa, WO
sl JKeHMXaBcfi”, — BiJYKapTOBYBaBCA CJOBaMH IIiCHi.

INoyaau odMipKOBYBaTH, 110 POOHTH Aali. ApceH
NpOeKkTyBaB, WOO BOHa He Hwaa jp0 ,Imnepisawn”,
a 3aJMwMaacs AOMa Ta Jaguaacsi A0 Bixisny.
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Kerri 3anepeuuna. XKiHKH HaBiTh y KOXaHHi
36epiraioTh Gijblue PO3CYAJTHBOCTH Ta NPAKTHYHO-
.CTH, HiX MyXuuHH. Lle BHKaukano 6 mizo3py, XTOCH
MOXe MPHHTH A0 ii XaTH nepeBipUTH, Y4 BOHA He
3aHeayxana. BoHa mycHTh mitH jpo ,Immepismio’...
»Hy, Hy, Yoro TpemMTHII? — cniBaTH He Oyay cboOro-
JAHi... OT Tpeba HellO0 CKOHTPOJIOBATH B r'OCnojap-
CTBi, 2 Ha BOCbMY-JeBATY roauHy 6yay Bxe aoma’...
BoHa Tak yaaauTb, 110 3aBTpPa 3BijbHHTHCA Ha LiaMii
JAeHb; TOJi BOHH BBeuip YK BHOYI 3MOXYTb BHMIXaTH,
He BHKJHMKAIOYHM HifIKOTO MiJ03piHHS.

Kerri cniBana, mekasmysana [ywkina, Jlepmon-
TOBa — BOHA Haue XOTi/a MepPeHeCTHCS B Ti WACAHBI
AHi, KOJIM Iiepe]l Hel0 MNpOCTAraBcsl BBeCb CBiT 3a-
GapBJieHHH AiBOYHMH CNOJAiBaHHAMH...

— Bub6auait, ApceHe, mo s ToOi AexkJAIMYIO
TiIbKH MOCKOBCbKHX MOe€TiB.. caM 3Haew, ue 3i
WKOJH... Ale goma a1 i ,,Ko6G3apsa” uurana.. Xou He
OGararo, a Bce X JAEWO NaMATalo...

Koao 6. roaunu Kerri nmimaa xo ,,IMnepisaio” —
obiysja sIKHalcKoplIe BEpPHYTHCH.

IOna ApceHa MOTArJHCA HYZXHi, BHAOBXEHi ro-
AHHH.

Mo 8-ift roauHi y>e He Mir yramyBaTH CBOEI He-
“TEPIIAYKH.

I yoro BoHa He #iae? Uu He OeHKeTye 3HOBY
3 BaiHoBum? 3asjpicHi AYMKH MOYaaH HACTHPAUBO
BHpHHATH, NeKkTH cedeao6ctBoM. XOu BOHA Kasana,
1o He Gyje aHi CniBaTH, aHi BeYepsATH B TOBAPHCTBI,
aje... HepBoBO XOAHMB 3 KyTa B KYT, KypHB, KHAaB
HarMoJIOBHHY HeJOKypeHi mamipocH.
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Ax necb koao 10 roaWHH ABepi panToM LUH-
POKO BiAYMHHMJAHCA. Y HHX CTOsi1a 3aJHXaHa, po3uep-
BOHizna BiJ ckopoi xoau Kartpycs.

— llo 3 Todo? YoMy TH TaK JMOBro? — mo-
yaB OyB ApceH, Ta i yBipBaB CBOi MHTaHHf, IVISIHYB-
LUK Ha Hei.

BoHa TsXKO JaHXaJda, Oui fIKOCb HECaMOBHTO
BHOMMCKYBaMH, PYKH TPEMTIJH...

IX.

Kerri Buxomaun 3 xatu Oyaa BAOBOJEHA, 110
CbOTOJHi He MaJa BHCTYNaTH Ha ClcHi i MOKe cKopi-
we BepHyTHCcs aoxomy. Jlymaaa npo Te, fK ,,BiH ue-
Kae Ha Hei, MOXe 1le i CepAHTHLCS, L0 BOHA 3aJHIlae
Horo camoro. ,,3auekai e TPOWKH — B AyMUi nO-
Tiwae #oro Kerti — ,,3a ue Gyaewr MatH Haropoay' ...
Slky came, BoHa cama we He 3Hae. Aae Boxke MHauii!
YH-)K 3aKOXaHe cepue He 3Haiixe, KOJH cXoue?

Illo-XBHAMHHM criOrasizana Ha cBoi rpyaH, Ae ro-
piB cHMBOJ ApCEHOBOro cepusl.

3iaxnyna.

Ynepuwe ,Imnepiaap”’ 3 #oro BMHHMUMM 3anaxa-

MM, MacHOW aTmocgepolo, rpolo Ha ClleHi i Ha caai
— BHMJABCSl i OCOpPYXHHH.

Boxe, sk moria BOHa MapHyBaTH TYT CBOIO
moaonicte? TyT, Ae HeMa iHWMX cBATOWLiB, KPiM rpo-
e, Ae JAOAM KynyioTb i NPOAAIOTb yce — 3BOPY-
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LIeHHsl, MOPHBH Cepilsl, 3aJIHBAIOUH BCe Lie aJbKO-
IoJIeM...

Hagiwo ueit xjaonuuHa Biakpusae iii aopory
B iHWMH CBiT, PO SIKHIl BOHA B:Ke nouaia 3aGyBaTu?
Bowa npupocaa Bie /10 CBOro cepejpoBHIlNa, IK MOX
JI0 KOpH; UM 3MO:Ke BOHA BiJJepTHcs BiJ HbOro 6e3
00110, HE MOKaNiYMBIUK BJAACHOT AyLui?

Yce Te, 0 mepexyMyBaZa 3a OCTaHHIO Hiu —
BepTajocs 10 Hel HAHOBO 3 HOBHMH CyMHiBamH. XKur-
15, AIKOMY BOHA NPHAHBJsJIACA WOAHSA 30/H3bKa HaB-
yiao ii TBepe3o OLiHIOBATH uy)Ki CJOBa Ta BUHHKH.
Illo BapT Haiimupiwi npHcArd Ta HalKpaili HaMipw,
KOJau J1ojHHa 3MmiHsieTbesi? Lo 3 Toro, uio BoHa no-,
Koxasa ApceHa, 10 BiH nokoxas ii? flk mosro Tpu-
Ba€ MoJjo0jeue KoxaHHsi? Yu BoHa 3Moxe OyTH MarTi-
PO — MaTH IiTH, BUXOBYBAaTH iX?

Kerti npuraayiorbcsi piXkHi BHUNaAKH, sIK CyMHO
KiHuaJocsl oTe ,BeJHKe” KOXaHHs, 110 3arops.iocs
HpH CBiTai KaBapHAHMX Jsamm... TaM, Ae BOHO cnaJjax-
HYJO — TaM i 3racio...

CyMHiBH 3HOBY BHCTaBJsIIOTH CBOi masypi: J0-
Ope, OyJaell MaTH i POAMHY, i AWTHHY.. A wo Oyxe,
roay0OHbKO, IK B TOOi HAHOBO NMPOKHHETLCA OGaKXxaH-
Ka, fIK BiJ POJAMHHOrO OTHHIIA NOTArHe TeGe OJMCKY-
ylii IaHTaH?

Taxke macta He Aas Hei. BoHa, BijgipBaHa Bix Ha-
po.y, BiJl rpOMaAsiHCTBA, HE CMi€ AyMaTH NpPO TeNJHH
poxHHHHIT KyTOK. BOHa He 3aBsixe CBiTy TOMY rapHo-
My XJoOmueBi, W10 TaK WHPO ii KOXa€, L0 3arHaBcs
HAa cMepTelpHy Hebesneky /s YKpaiHH, a MoOXxe
TPOLWUKH i AAs1 Hei...
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Bin yke Temep CnoOXiBaeTbCsi, U0 BOHA fOMY
AonoMoxKe... Ta yum? [IpHCAYIKHTHCS HAPOLOBI, CrIpa-
Bi, Ha ue Tpeda uacy, TpebGa niAroToBUTH cede. Llo-x
BOHA MOXe?

XiGa Te, WO Bif NAHKUX BilfiCbKOBHKIB UK KOMica-
piB MOXe BHOMTATH Npo Aesiki (pakTH, BUAOOYTH Je-
AKi qokymentH. Yu He cnpolyBatH iit ocb Xou OH
3 Bainosum? BiH BamuHHii KOoMicap, O/MH 3 HaWBH-
IWHX HauyaJbHHKiB. Bxe 3 Toro, sk BiH OeHKeTYE,
CKiIbKH rpolied BHTpaua€, BHAHO, sIKa TO BaKHAa OCO-
6a. | BiH npuMHIIOETLCS A0 Hei, Xaauuil i1 mecroulis.
Tak, 3 n0cBily BOHAa 3HaJa, WO MYKYHHYy, po3naje-
HOr'O NMPHCTPACTIO, JO BCbOrO MOJKHa J0BeCTH. MOK-
Ha OM KOJAO HbOro ,noxojautu’.. Ta fIK TaKk NMOXH-
TpyBaTH, OO He XKepTByBaTH COGO0I0O, TOMY OrHIHO-
My MOCKa/leBi, Ik NPOTATHYTH CnpaBy, KOJH ApceH
paxye KOXHHi1 JeHb 6e3 Jija 3a BTpauyCHHI...

A notiM... NOTiM... aHy-)XK crnipaBli i YCMiXHETh:
cs wactsa? BoHa Myuutb ceGe CyMHiBaMmH...

INpoGyBaTu?... 3maraTucsi?... 60poTHCA?...

Koau Kerti Tak mipkyBana B rapaepo6bi, xo Hei
npuGir TpybGaiino i ckasas, wio ii ayxe mpoxae TO-
Bapuw komicap BainoB no kaGiHeTy u. 3 Ha Beuepio.

Kerri ycmixHysacsi — A0 3JHBOBaHOro KeJjbHe-
pa KaxyuH, WO 3apa3 mnpHiige.

[Toxanause ,,npowmy” BiAKpPHAO it BCTYN AO ce-
peaunu. Kabiner u. 3 — ue mpocropa KimHara, yaa-
JokeHa 3 komdoprom. Ha cridi rapuuit roGedin, mix
HHM WIMPOKa OTOMaHa B SICKPaBHX MaJHHOBO-4epBO-
HUX OapBax. Mix BikHaMH BHCOKe TPIOMO, MOCEpeaH-
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Hi WHPOKHH CTid, 3acTeaeHuit Gin0l0 CKaTepTHHOIO.
Kpicna, Ba30OHKOBi KBiTH AONOBHfJAM OGCTaHOBY.

— Moe noBaKaHHS — CKPOMHO NpHBiTazacs
KerTi. .

Buainos cuaiB Ha cdoreni, oAArHeHW# y nJaauw,
i3 WIKYypaTAHOIO TEKOK Ha KOJiHaxX; meperasjaas na-
nepH, axi MabyTb came BMHSB.

Ha Kerrun npusiT komicap oGepHyscs. Jluue
PO3IIMBJOCA B IIHPOKiA ycMilumi.

— A, Kerri... noBaxauus... [lpowy cigatu i 3a-
4YeKaTH OAHY XBMUAWHOUYKY. TilbKH neperisiHy BaKHi
HamnepH...

Kerri ynaBana Gaitnyxy.

— Er, mo Tam nanepu! Maere yac Ha npauio
B Oopi. B ,Imnepiani” He TpeGa nanepis. Tyt aoau
NpUXOAATL 3a0yTH 3a CBOI OGOBS3KH, PO3BaXKHTHCS.

Bona nigifimuna 6iaxxue i nokJaana pyky Ha Ko-
MicapoBe mJeue.

— He wMoxHa, AMTHHO — O03BaBCA TOH: —
3aBTpa MalTb OyTH BaXHi BiliCbKOBi INepecyHeHHs.
My1iy neperasiHyTH HakasH, JOKyMEHTH... §1 3apa3 Oy-
Ay BilbHHMH... npolly CiAaTH.

BaiHOB meperasAaB nanepd, MYTHKaB -MiJ Hic,
KpyTHB rososoio. HapewTi 310XHuB iX XO TeKH, mo-
BicuB ii Ha Biliaso, 3BepXy NMOBiCHB CBi# naau —
i ax renep, ycmixatouucsi, o6epuyscs A0 Kerri.

— Tenep MH MOX€MO NPHCTYNHTH i RO ,IM-
nepisabcbkoi” mporpamu. [lpowy CKHHYTH NMJaULHK...

Bin cam nomaraB il pO3ASArHYTHCA.

— Xouy cboroasi 3 Bamu, Kerri, wupue noro-
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BoputH. Bo 3aBTpa Mywy BHIXaTH Ha OMVISAHHHA
(ppOHTY i He 3HaI0, KOJIH BCPHYCH...

— Ipowy... 1 paja.. AK ue TiJbKH BaM NpH-
€MHO...

BoHa npucinza Ha OTOMaHy, MOKJaBIUH KOJO Ce-
6e cBOIO TOPOMHKY.

o kaGiuery BBifiwau Tpy6Gaiio 3 Tauero, 3a-
craBaeHolo Tapiakamu i Xopx. OcrauHiit, Xou 3ee-
HiB BiJX 3a3ApOCTH, aje NiAJeCHO ycMmiXxaBcsi A0 Bai-
HOBa.

— INpukaxere HakpuBaTH, TOBapHLly KOMicape?

Bin 3irHyBcsi B JbOKafiCbKilt MOCTaBi.

BaiHoB Hen6as0 KHHYB:

— loparu, wo MaeTe HalKpauworo.. Ta CKO-
piwe... lllamnana He 3adyTtH!

Xopx i Tpy6aitno saMeTyWIHAHCA KOJO CTO-
na. Ckopo cTinm yxe OyB 3acCTaBleHHH 3aKyCKaMH
i BHHaMH.

— 3a roauHy AaTH ,,)Kapkoe” i jpecep...

I HiKOrO CI0AH He BMYCKAaTH.

KeabHepH BKJIOHMJHCA ¥ BHHALUIH.

BainoB nigifiwoB no Kerri, B3aB ii 3a pyky.

— Ilpomy, Kerri, 1o croaa. flk y Hac, y Moc-
KBi, KaxyTtb: ,CsaaeM psaAKOM Ja NOTOJKYEM Jal-
KoM”... A MOKHILO Mpouly, WO JacKa, Crepuly KOHs-
YOK, BHNEMO 32 Te, LI|0 NPHUKpPALIY€E BCiM XKHUTTA — 3a
KOXaHHs!

Bouu cinu nopyuy. BaiHoB nuB 6arato — Homy
crapaHHo nigauBaaa Kerri. ['oBopuB it mpo Te, WO
BOHa noxobaetbcsi iomy. Xou 3HaB yxe 6arato Xxi-
HOK, aje HioJHa He BHKJHWKaja B HbOMY TaKOi HeCMi-
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JUBOI Hepiwy4ocTH, sik BoHa. O, iHWi TO BiH Bixpasy
3100yBaB ado rpimmu, abo... ,,Hy, 3BHUaliHO fIK MyXK-
4HHAa BMi€... B Le pO3yMmieTe.. B KIHOK — Kpaca,
y Hac — cuJja...” Aae 3 Helo BiH He XO4Ye TaK MOBOJH-
THCA — Xoue, 1106 BOHA XOOPOBiJLHO NMPOsIBHJAA #HO-
My cBOIO cumnariio. Bin 3po6uth ii macausoio, 60
Mae i craHoBHile i MaTepisiibHI 3acO0H.

KerTi xa3ana, uio i BiH it nomobaeThbcs, i WO
BOHA LIKOAY€, IO BiH Mae BHiXaTH. Moxke HeKOHue
oMy TpebGa 3araHsiTHCA TYJH, Ae Lie ¥ KyJbKa sfiKach
MOKe 3alJyHTH.

Hi, BiH MycHTb BHMixaTH Ha iHcnekuiio ¢poHTy,
Ha nepeBipKy HacTpoOiB Biiicbka. BOHH roTyioTh BeJH-
KM HacTyn Ha ,,MeTJiopiBuUiB”, 1106 OCTAaTOYHO iX
PO3rpOMHTH. A sIK BOHH PO3TOPOILIATH Ti raiifamanb-
Ki 6aHau, TOli BiH Bi3bMe ii 3 co60l0 A0 MockBu. Un
NMOroAMTbCH BOHA?

Yomy-xk 61 Hi! Lle-xx cnpaBxkHa Kapiepa ansa Hel
nepeixaTH AO Takoi CTOJHMLUI...

Hy, sIKIO TakK, TO BOHH IIaMIaHOM MYCATb 3a-
NMHUTH CBOIO Yyronay.

BainoB nsHiB i Big BHHa, i Bix xaru. Haaus apa
KeJHXH BHHAa i MOYaB N'OBOPHTH MPO Te, WO (paKTHY-
HO BiH yxe BBaxae ii cBO€w XiHkOi0. Bo-x 060b-
LIEeBHLBKI 3aKOHH MPHU3HAIOTh TiMbKH XO6PY BOJIO Ta
3rojy CTOpiH, a 3anHC y MeTpHKaabHi KHUrH 3ATC-y
— ue TinbkH nycra ¢opmaabHicTb. OTKe BiH NixHO-
CHTb TOCT 3a iXHE KOXaHHsl, ike CbOrOJHi Ma€ CTaTH
AiHCHicTIO.

— A uyM He 3a CKOPO BOHO? BH-X MeHe Tak
MaJo 3Haere?
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— ¥ Hac — eHepriitHux Jiojeit oaHa MHTh i —
.cripaBa moJajaHaHa! XXuTTa He uekae Ha Hac!

Kerti Gayuaa, uio Taku 3aifiia 3ajganeko. Ma-
_Ja Hatilo Ha Te, wo BainoB mix ii aGaianBuMH 3a-
X0/1aMH XYTKO YNeTbCA, i TOAI BOHa 3MOJKe BHKOHATH
cBiii 3aMip: BUKpacTH 3 TexkH nanepd. TOX BOHAa NpH-
TaKyBaJla KOXHiii Haroxi, koad BaiHos nporoaouy-
BaB ,,3a uloch”’ BUNHUTH. CaMa BOHAa HHLUKOM BHJIHBa-
na yapku a6o A0 Ba3W 3 waMnaHoM abo A0 Ba3OHiB.

BOHM MiZHOCHAM HOBHI TOCT 3a SIKHHCH TaM
ycnix, KOJAH HarJo B KOPH/OpPi Mouyau yHich mocmiu-
‘Hi KPOKH.

BaeriB X opik yBecb CXBHJIbOBaHHil: TPEMTIB,
SIK XOpPT, Ha MOpO3i.

BuaiHOB norisiHyB Ha HbOI'O JIHXOBiCHO.

— Yoro BH cioaH? — nepelukomxyere! XTo Bac
KaHKaB?!

B itoro roxoci 6y.na B:xe He norposa, a NMpPHCYA.

— BuGauaiite, ToBapHiuy-Komicape... Baxwua...
JAy)Ke Ba)kHa cJay:kG60Ba cnpaBa... KO)XHa XBHAMHA JO-
pora... [lpowy Ha XBHJIHHOYKY AO MEHE...

JKop:K NOKipHO CXHJHB TrOJIOBY.

— Ipoumy BuGauuTH, Kerri... {1 3apa3 Bepuycs
— BXe CnokifHiwe cka3aB BaiHOB.

BiH mocraBuB CBit MOBHHIT KeTHX Ha CTix i pis-
‘KO KuHVB XKOpxeBi:

— Xouaimol...
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OnepxaBwn iHdopmauii Bix Llypku Ceuma
Nnpo Mif03piJoro MOJOZOro 4oJaoBika, XXopx Maiixe
yneBHHBCA, WO Le TakH KeTTHH xoxaHeub. Ase XTO...
XTO BiH?

Yu X opx y BecTHOyai 3ycTpiyaB rocrer, 4M
NPOXOJUKyBaBCs MO caJi, uu 3arasaas 10 Oydery i po-
KyXHi, BCIOJH HaCTHpPJHMBO NepecailyBaina HOro AyMm-
Ka: XTO BiH Takuil, TOH WACAMBHI CynepHHK?

MuMoxitb npuragaBs cobGi Ty nepiuy BiACi4, fKY
nicras Big Kerri mwe Toxi, ax y Micti 6yau ykpaiH-
ui, sk B ,IMnepiani”’ GeHKeTyBaB TOI COTHHK, fIK BiH.
Ha3uBaBca? fIm0o...

— $Im6o! SImbol...

Haue xixTapka cepejx Houi, OcBiTHJa KiMHaTy,
TaK SICHO CTaJoO HOMY Bif i€l AyMKH.

— Lle-x Bin! Bin!

XKopx a)x 3aCTHr HemoOpyIIHO Ha Micui Bix He-
CNOAiBaHOrO BiAKPHUTTSA: Le BiH — TOH MOJOAHHA CTap-
LIKHA, IO OCTaHHbOro pa3y OeHkeTyBaB B ,IMnepisi-
ai” 3 coTHHkoM fIm6om. Tak... Bin! XXopxk BHpasHO
co6i mpurajas, ik BOHH 3 TpyGaiaom me o6cayro-
BYyBaJIH Te TOBapHCTBO B cenaparui. Jlioci 6yna 3 SIm-
6oM, a Kerri 3 otuM. OTXXe MiXK HHMH WLOCb €, KOJAWH
BiH OIMHHBCS aX TYyT, 3 Helo.

— BiH — ykpaiHCbkHii cTapwmHa Ta e i3 wra-
Gy apmii, nepeGpaHuit 3a uuBiaA... AcHo — wnuryH!

... BuilioBwx Ha kopuaop, XKopx Biagis Baixo-
Ba BOiK i mMouaB THXLEM BHACHIOBAaTH WOMY HOBHHY,
3 AKOI0 NpHHAWOB. YekiCcT cnOBaXHiB, HaBiTh WIKJAAHI
XMiJbHI OYi NPOSACHIJIH.

ITosa ixHiMM CMHHaMHM PO3rOpHYJHCH NMOPTiEPH
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3 kabinety 4. 4, y ABepsAX HeuyTHO nokasascsi Tpy-
6aitno. IloGauuBIUM IO He3BHuYaiiHy napy Biapasy
3pO3yMiB NMpO WO BOHH MOXYyTb po3MoBaaTH. XKop-
)Ka BCi B ,IMnepisai” migospiBaau B 3HOCHHAX 3 ,ye-
ka”, i BaiHOBa TakoOX 3HaJH. '

Tpy6aiino cxoBaBcsi 3a MOPTiEPY HEMOB CTO-
POXKHH KiHbL, HaCTaBHB ByXa.

Yciei posaMOBH BiH He uyB, aje # Te, W0 AOXO-
AMJIO 0 HbOr'O, KHAaJO HOro TO B XKap, TO B XOJOX.
Xopx posnosizas BaiHoBy, mo imoBipHO B KeTTH-
HOMY NMOMEIUKaHHi XOBA€TbCA YKPAIHCbKHH LUMHIYH,
sakoro BiH, XKopx, 3Hae 0COGHCTO, sIK YKpaiHCbKOro
CTapliMHy. A WO TOH yKpaiHeub Mae 3BsiskH 3 Ker-
Ti, 32 Ue BiH PYYHTb CBO€I0 roJoBolo. BaiHoB Bixno-
BiB, L0 BiH HakKaxe cTeXuTH 3a KeTTHHuM nomeun-
KaHHAM... TOT'0 YKpaiHus nepejgactb RoOpiit oniui, a 3
KeTti BiH yxe cam ymopaerbcs.

— Tlpowy no xaHueaspii, naHe TOBapHIY-KO-
Mmicape... Tam € TenedoH... a0 s AOBipeHHM mnicaaH-
LeM BiAiluai0 naKeTHK...

Bouu miwau.

Tpy6aitno 3mipkyBaB, sika HeGe3neka 3arpoxye
Apcenosi, Kerri, a Mmoxe i #iomy camomy.

MurTio 3ackouMB A0 KabiHeTy 4. 3.

Kerri 6Gysna cama. B kinbkoXx caoBax 3sicyBaB iii
CHTyauilo. ApceHa Tpe6a sikHaliCKOpille nonepeauTH,
wo6 Ttikas, 60 Gyame 6iaa. Ii, Kerri, Texx He OoMuHe
Kapa, Koau B Hel B Xari apewmTyioTh wnuryHa. Tpe6a
OCh POOGHTH, Yacy He MOXHA TasTH.

Tpy6a#tno BHGIr 3 KiMHaTH.

Kerri Ha xBuauRY 3anyGina.
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Tikatu? Anae-xK, KoJu nodauyTtb, 110 BOHA BTiK-
Ja, HapoOaaTh aasapmy. Toni Bike HaneKo He BTeuyell.
Kpauie noxuino He nmosasatu BUrisijy, 110 BOHA 3HaE
MpO CnpaBy i CTEXKHTH 3a NOJiAMH, MalOY¥ Ha yBasi
rososHe: npucnati BaiHoea.

[Npucnaru?

3 nocnixom kHHyJacs Kerti 10 cBO€i TOPOHHKH.

Ocb BiH, TOH nakeTHK — MopdiHa...

Bcunasa nopowok X0 KOMicapoOBOro Keauxa,
po3koJsoTuaa Jaoxeukolo. Kiirbka pasiB ramboko Bi-
RiaxHyaa, 100 2acnokoiTH HepBOBE TPEMTiHHSI CBOI'O
Tina i cina Ha Kpicao,

¥ BimunucHuxX JABepsix CTaHyB ycMixHeHu# Bai-
HOB, 3a HHMM SIKII[iCb HEPBOBHMH, 3 HECAMOBHTHM BHpa-
3om Xopx.

Bins nopora xomicap 3akiHuHMB pasMOBY:

— Tllonatu aecep i kaBy i... Giiblue Cl0AH He No-
KasyBaTHca... Po3ywMiere?...

— Cayxalo, naHe-TOBapHily...

OnuHHBLIKCA Biu-Ha-Biy i3 cBOiM Boporowm, Ker-
Ti AKOCb 3acnokoinacsi. 3 HeiMOBIpHOKO CHJIOKO CMma-
JaxHyJO MOYyTTsi caMOOGOpOHH i miaduao BCi iHuIi
NMOYyBaHHSA.

— [lo Tam Tpanuaocsa? — 3anuTana 3 Jerkum
XBHJIOBAHHSIM; Ta BXKe 3 NeplUHM 3BYKOM roJjiocy no-
yyjaa cebe meBHilue.

— Hiyoro... Api6Hu# BHnagok — Bixnosis Bai-
HoB: — Tenep xe BiiiHa... BcAKe OyBae€... IO XBHIHHH
L[OCb HOBOTO.

BiH nmuabHO, cBepaylouM ii OunMa, AMBHBCA Ha

Hel.
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— Hy, wo, Kerri, BuneMo 3a Hawe KOXAaHHS ?

— Yomy-xk OH Hi?

— .. i BM 3aauuIaeTecst TYT 30 MHOIO?

— TIleBHoO...

— Sk noBro cxouy?

— A HeBiKe-X MEHi TYT MOraHo?

.— Bac... HiXTO He uekae?

BiH 3HeueBsi KMHYB Lie NMUTaHHS, a CaM CTeKHB
3a pucamu ii oGaumuus. Kerri na rpy sianosizaaa
rpoio.

— JIuBHe NUTaHHA. AJUKeX KOJH A TYT... TO 3Ha-
YHTb, 10 XO4yy OyTH 3 BaMH... 3 TOOOIO...

BoHa 3a1bOTHO TpycHyJa KyuepsiMH i KOKeTau-
BO YCMiXHyJacs.

BainoB 3HHM3aB pameHaMH:

— TINo6Gauumo, WO nNpHHEeCe HaM paHOK... Hy, TO
3a Haue KoxaHHs!

— Jlo xua! — 3 3ananom BurykHyaa Kerri i oa-
HUM JyXOM BHMHJA IIaMMNaHa.

BaiHOB TaKOX BHIIHB.

— Cranocsi... — Haye WOCH BifipBaJocs BiX
KerTuHOro cepus.

Tpy6aiino i XKopx BHecaH wie fKicb CTPaBH, Ka-
By, 3a0paju HenoTpiOGHHi mocyx i Buitwiu. Tpyda#-
J0 KHHYB 6araTomMOBHH# norasijy Ha Kerri. Haue nix-
6aznpopysas ii. JlejBe NOMITHO BOHa MPHTaKHyJa ro-
a0BoMW. Lle#t morasx aonas Kerri Bigsaru: BoHa He
cama, He 6e3noMiyHa; € JIOAH, U0 TaK CaMO AyMa-
I0Tb i BiJuyBalOTb, AIK i BOHA; MO;K€ BOHH JOMOMO-
XyTb, MiITPHMAIOTh B OCTAHHIl XBUAWHI.

— Hasitb wamnancbkoro He MOXYTb A0GPOro
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Jartd, a rpouwi GepyTb, — HeBAOBOJEHO OGypMmOTiB
BuainoB: — Tpeb6a xi6a ropiiko sanusat...

[TepexHauB BeAHKY 4apKy KOHSKY.

BaiHoB 3BanuBcA Ha oTtomany. Kerti mpukpuaa
Woro nJjauiem, namnepH 3 TekH BuOpasa i 3axoBaja Ha
rpyasx. OOepexHo BuilIIa 3 KiMHaTH, 3aMKHyJa
JABepi i kiou yssna 3 cob6oi0. ¥ KopHuopi He OyJo
HIKOro, BOHA BHCJH3HyJa 3a/JHIMH JABepHMa no3a
cueHow i nobirma zoaomy. ’

Yacy 6yno mano. XoTina JeTiTH, a HOrH —
AKiCb HeCAyXHsAHi, uyi. XBHJIMHH, 1O 3JaBaJucs Ta-
KHMH JOBrMMH, MiAraHsja TPHBOXHA AyMKa: ,,Koau 6
He Mi3HO... KOAH 6 YCTHrHYTH... aHy X yxke 3aapell-
TyBaau?”’

Oana aymka oOXomnuJaa BCIO iCTOTY: no6GauMTH
ApceHa XHMBOro, BiJbHOro; nepeiarH namepu — Jno-
Ka3aTH, 110 BOHA MPHCIAYXHJacs HOMY i CBOMY Hapo-
AOBi, AK MoOrJa, K yMiJja.

[lle He 3Haja, IO XOye 3pPOOMTH Xaki, YH Mae
BTiKaTH Bhepej HaOCHiN, Y4 MOPaAHTHCA 3 ApceHoM?
SIk6H TiIbKH BCTHTHYTH, HaHTH XOY OAHY XBHJHHOY-
Ky uvacyl..

Ocb e npo6irTH WO AOBXKE3HY BYJHLUIO... Kijb-
Ka JAOMiB...

B ii kiMHaTui cBiTJxO...

Bory, askysath — BiH — xomal...

Koau Kerri BGirna mxo KiMHAaTKH, JAesiky 4YacHH-
Ky He MOrja NMpOMOBHTH CJIOBa.

— lllo 3 To6010, KaTpycio? — KHHYBCH HO Heil
ApceH.
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[MocnilwHO BHHAJAA 33a NasyXH nanep i moja-
2. 3 OXHOro MOTrAsAy BiH OUiHHB iX BapTiCTb: HaM-
'HOBilUMiI AMCMO3HLIHHO-ONEPaTHBHHII HaKas i3 pix-
HUMH TOSICHEHHSIMH, AOJAaTKaMH.

— Jle ue TH B3naa, Karpycio?

— He nwuraii.. yacy Hema.. ApceHe, KOXaHHH,
Tikai... HeraiiHo, 60 TeGe 3aapewTylOThl... — noxarn-
JIMBO i 3i CIbO3aMH B roJioci KMAana ClIOBaMH.

— XT0? 3 AKOT NPHYHHH?...

— Tebe nisxas XKopx. Bin — uekict. Komicap
'yepe3BHYalKH yXe JaB Haka3 3J0BHTH Tebe... BoHH
ni3Haau Tebe, 3HAIOTh, Ae TH.

ApceH 3posywmis:

— 36upaiica, Karpycio... pasom Tikaiimo.., —
‘Maiixe HakasyBaB: — Hiuoro He naky#, TiabKkH Te,
10 HalKOHeuHile Ha cebe i B pyky... Hy, ckopo...

Kerri noyasa HepBOBO CKMAYyBaTH A0 BaJli3ou-
KH BCsiki ApiOHi peui. ApceH cxOBaB namepH H OJs-
raecs. MuHyJ0 Kiabka XBHJIMH. Ha ranky satynoriau
YHich KPOKH i JO KiMHaTH BJeTiB yBech JioTHit 2Kopaxk.

Bix He mMaB yacy uekatH ax BaiHoB Buiize 3 Ka-
.6iHeTy i JacTb fIkeCb TOYHe pOo3nopsijkKeHHs. BaiHOB
BHnepeauB ioro cBoim ycmixom npu Kerrti, BiH BuNe-
;peAHTb HOro TaMm, Je caM TmnepeayyBa€ Apyroro, e
HeGe3neyHilIOro cynmepHuka. BiH pilUHB He YyekaTH
Ha NpHXiA areHTiB 3 ,4yeka”, a MOrHaBcsl caM apeul-
TyBaTH wnuryHa. Koau #ioro oumanina 3asapicte He
MoOria aocsrtH komicapa BaiHoBa, ToAi 3 ycielo He-
HaBHCTIO 3BEpPHYJIAaCsl MPOTH TOTO MOJIOAOIO YKPaiHIs.

— Criit! Pykn BBepx! — 3apesis uekicT; B pyui
‘BiH TPHMaB peBOJIbBEP.
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ApceH npucayxaBcsi — Ha raHKy, B CiHAX HikoO--
ro Oiablie He YYTH; OTXKe BiH TiIbKH OJMH... He Mae€
NOMiuHHKIiB. MUTTIO BMXONHB CBiif peBOJbBep i BH-
crpinuB 10 YKopxa. Ha Hewacrs peBosbBep 3aTsBCs,
i He BUCTpinuB. 3aku ApceH Mir BCYHYTH HOBHH Ha-
6ii1, 2Kopx minsic pesoabBep, sikHit OyB HaXHJMB Ha
xBuauHy. Ta uwie wBuawe KerTi kHHysacs MiX HUX
i Ha BCIO JOBXHHY 3akpuia co60l0 ApceHa.

Haue asicHyB 6atir — niATATOI0 KBiTKOIO Bnaja
Kerti Ha nigaory.

Yapyre migHecTH pyKy ao ctpiay XKopx yxe He:
BCTHI — ApceHOBa KyJsl NMOLiAHJIa HOro B 40JO.

ApceH He pO3yMiB, fIK Lle TaK yce XyTKO CTa-
aocsi. Kunyscs no Kerti, npua0oxHB ByX0 RO rpyzeii:

— Hi, s Tinbku B pyKy.. — npoluenorija BOHA.
— He BMpY. AJie TH BTikail...

— KerTi, xOoxaHa, 1 He MOXy TebGe Tak camy...
— MycHui... 3apa3 36iXyTbCsl JIOAH...
Cnpasxi, 3axkH ApCeH Mir PilUMTHCA 3aJHLIHTA:

caMy paHcHY AiBUHHY, KiMHaTa BiKe BHNOBHMJACA Cy-
cimaMHu:

— DBauute TOro craporo AypHs — TrOBOpHJA.
Kerti nokasyioun Ha YXXopxa — crpinsiB 10 meHe i3
3asapoutis... [Jo6pe, wo s Mana pesoabBep. Toit naH,
o BOGIr Ci0AM mepluHil, He MaB yXe uacy...

ApceH CTOfAIB y)Xe NPH ABEPAX TaK, HEMOB OH
HajexaB JO NpPHHAriZHUX rocrem... .

. — Tak, 7 x0TiB... — npoGyBaB BiH MalUHHaJIbHO:
LOCh CKa3aTH — Tpe6a 6M no Jxikaps...
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— CnosHith cBiff 060BA30K — ckasaaa Kerri
210 HbOTO, MiJAKPECHAIOYH KOXHe CI0BO, W06 BiH 3pO-
3ymiB, WO TyT He ije npo il paHy Hi npo ii ocoby.

Apcen 36ir no cXoxax i KpuuaB yCiM CTPiUHHM, .
w00 NMOKAMKAJH Jikapsi A0 TOI LIAHCOHETKH 3 ,Imne-
piamo”. Vloro pyka TpumaJa B KHllUEeHi BBeCb 4ac pe-
BOJIbBED — MOXKE 32 XBHJHHY HOBa Kyas Oyae mpH--
3HaueHa AJs1 HbOro.

Bid nosuHen GyB BepHyTHCs, Haropy A0 Kerri
i yekaTH — —

Tenep yxe He Oyno 6 CyMHiBY, SIK CKiHYHJIaCh
6H Taka cueHa 3a roxuHy, Asi. Moro mnpHcyTHicTb-
TiabkH 36iabwnaa 6u BuHy Karpyci. Poscrpinsau 6
o60ix. A Tak xpim JKopxa HiXTO 3 uyekicTiB He 3HaB.
NeBHO, XTO came XoBaBcsi B KiMHaTi KaTtpyci.

Bin imoB sik0O Mora WBHAKO ByJHLEI i CTpH-
MyBaB cebe, w06 He 3paJHTH CBOro noOCHiXy, He-
3BepHyTH Ha cebe yBarw.

Tenep yxe He MaB CyMHiBy 1040 KOXaHHs Kert-
Ti. BoHa BpsAiTyBana MOMy XHTTI BJACHOI KPOBIO.
Moxe wie 3anJaaTHTD 3a Le BJAaCHHM XHTTAM... BiJ paHu
a6o Ha cyai. [louyBaB aas cebe siKycb AMBHY MOrop-
Ny, axbu BTiKae i3 (poHTy. Moxe ue uie ripwa 3pa-
Aa — Ha (poHT He Bci HAyTb AOGPOBINLHO, a NpH-
CAry KOXaHHA BiH CkJaB i3 BJacHO! BOJi.. O0O6iufB
Kerti 3 Helo oapyxuTuca i.. Tenmep nokupae ii sk
YyyxKy, BHpiKaeTbca ii.~

Ta y xBuauHax, KOJM JI0JHHA piliae npo BJac-
He XHTTS i 6aYuThb UyXy CMepTb, AYMKA NMOYHHAE He-
Pa3 mpauioBaTH 3 He3BHYaHHOIO AICHICTIO, 3 AbOriKOl0,
O piBHAETbCA CYBOPHM 3aKOHaM CMEPTH.
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KoxaHHs — BeaHka piy i AJad HbOro JIOAH
JKepTBYIOTb yCiM, 3a0yBaloTh Hepas 3a HaiBHuLli 060-
BA3kH. Ta MOHajX KOXaHHA ocoOHcTe 31iMMaETbCs e
BHILHKH igean: — JM1000B 6aTbKiBIIMHH, HE erOiCTHYHE,
ceGeao0He MOUYyBaHHsA, a cayx6a imeanosi sarany.

Hepa3 Ha noai 6010 Tpe6a MOKHHYTH HaHOGAHXK-
yoro apyra i 6irT B araky, 60 pATYIOYM THX, LIO
BNaj¥ MOXHA BHPATYBAaTH TiAbKH OAHHHLIO, @ NpO-
rpatu 6iif, W0 pillae mpo THCAYI Ta MiNiOHH, MpPO
3aBTpilUHii AeHb i MaiOyTHICTb.

Cepue Guinoca #omy B rpyasax Ha JOKa3, IO
BiH KOXa€, Ta 3apa3 nNpu cepui Jexaldd nanepH, o
HarajayBaj¥ UOCb BHLUe Bij 60JiB i noTpe6 BJaCHOro
cepus. O6pa3 Karpyci cross ysech yac mepej Horo
ouyHMma i rHaB Horo Bneped. BiH MyCHTb fIKHaWIUBHA-
e BiagaTH ui nanepd, 60 Bifl HHX 3aJ€XHTb YCMHiX
HacTymy, a noTiMm — —

[ToriM BiH rOTOB BepHYTHCA CIOAM lUe pa3, Ha
HOBY HeGesaneky, wo6 nobauntu Kerri, xonomorTH
i, y3atu 3 co6oio...

I Tak AyMKH BHMepefXyIOTb HOro KpOKH, HOro
HYMKH...

KeTTi XOTinK nocTaBuTH mix CyA, ane BoHAa Gyaa
HenpuroMHa. i BiACTaBHAM AO WUNMHTaAA 3 THM, IO
HeraiHo, K BMAYXa€, CTaHe nepejx BifiCbKOBHM Cy-
noMm. Kinbka AHiB BOHa Jexana B rapsuui, misHiwe
BAaBaja HEMPHUTOMHYy, W06 sikOMOra MNpPOAOBXKHTH
CBOIO Heayry.
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Ha ¢pouTi noaii sMmiHsaucs 3 TaKoO IWIBHAKi-
€TI0, O Tparekii OJHOrO MiCTa CXOAWJHM 1O HE3HAY-
HHUX BHNaAKiB.

Paniwe, Hix MoxHa 6yn0 cnoAiBaTHCH, 60Jb-
IIEBHKH MYCIiJIM MOKMHYTH MiCTO. 3aKH BOHH BCTHIJIH
3MiHMTH CBOi MJISIHH, Ha LbOMY BiATHHKY B)Xe NoOuYas-
€l HOBHH HaCTyn YKpaiHCbKMX BiHCBbK.

Tpy6aiino i Ha ueit pa3 He 3a6ys npo Kerri. Bin
HaHsBCA JAO LWINHUTaJbHOI cayx6u i 3yMiB siKOCb Ai-
CTaTHCA AO MaBiabOHy, je Jexana Kerri. Koan 60ab-
LIEBHKH €BaKyyBaJH CBOIX HeAYXHX, BiH 3yMiB BHHe-
€TH ii kxpaagpkomMa — O6yuiM-TO AO BiliCbKOBOr'O aBTa
~—— IO KiMHaTKH OJHOro CTOpPOXKa.

[llo aymana co6i Kerri npo ApceHa, Koau BiH
‘TaK HECMOJiBaHO 3aJMIUMB ii?

lllo aymaBs ApceH Ha cBO6OJAi, KOJH BOHA NpH-
XOZMJa HOMY Ha AyMKY i BiH He Mir mMaTH Bijx Heil
:3BiCTKH?

JliogvHa y wmnutani mae Garato uyacy, mo6 ne-
peAyMaTH CBO€ XHTTA i BiANiMHTH B HbOMY NpPOMeHi
BiZ TiHeM.

JlioguHa cepex 60iB Ha (PPOHTi JMErKO BUMTHCS
JKepTBYBaTH CBOIM JKMTTAM i WiHHTH #Oro 3a Haiko-
POTILi 3BHYaHHi XBHJIMHH — CMOKOIO.

[lis roaunu nicas TOoro, sK YacTHHAa yKpaiH-
CbKOi apmii, ae cayxuB ApceH, Hasaj BepTanacs A0
NMOKHHEHOr0 HEeAAaBHO MicTa, ApCeH 3HaB yxe, IO
Kerri saauwmnnacs Tyt i — xuse..

— 3Haew WO — cKkasas iit ApceH — 3po6uMO
BCiM TBOIM TOBapHIUIKaM BEJAUKY HecnozisaHky. ITige-
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MO 210 ,Imnepisa” sk rocri i 6yeMO AMBHTHCA Ha
Ile BHJAOBHIIE, K YYKHHL... '

— | a1 3amMOBJII0 AAs1 CBOIX TOBAapHLIOK TaKy CO-
AiHYy POAMHHY Beyeplo, IKOI NPHAMAIOTh HaMOMHXK-
YMX, CKaXiMO Ha iMSHHHH...

[ KONM BOHM WMUIM BYJHUSIMH PYy4Y-06-pyq siK
napa 3aKoxaHHX, 3a0yBajH, 110 B CTOMY CamMOMy Mi-
cTi BOHM Gyau reposiMu Tparefii i moO nosa MicToM
ize Hapani GoporbGa 3a cBoGOAy i 3a Te y L0 JIO-
AWHA BipMTb Ha JHi CBOrO Cepus.
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