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Bodyguard of the communist party-state elite of Soviet Ukraine 
(state security major Petro Hryhorovych SHOSTAK-Sokolov) 

Based on the documents of the personal and archival criminal case of P.H. Shostak-Sokolov, the oper-
ational documents of the DPU-NKVS of the Ukrainian SSR the author examines the activities of the counter-
intelligence, information, and operational departments of the State Political Administration of the Ukrainian 



SSR in the 1930s. There has been highlighted the personal contribution of P.H. Shostak in the suppression 
of the anti-Soviet insurgent movement, the liquidation of opposition political groups in the 1920s, the car-
rying out of deportation actions during the mass collectivization of agriculture. In addition, the circumstances 
under which he was repressed are represented in the article. Biographical, problem-chronological, con-
crete-research methods, as well as methods of psychological and historical reconstruction were used to 
achieve the established goal. On the basis of discovered archival materials, the peculiarities of the work of 
the operational department of the NKVD of the USSR in 1933-1937 and the main areas of activity of the 
NKVD Department employees in the Chernihiv region in the first half of 1937 are revealed. 
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