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region in 1939 led to the arrests and persecution of insurgent otamans.
Most of those who left for the sub-German occupation territory survived.
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Zolotaryov V. «Unblemished fighter of the Party and the NKVD»:
pages of the biography of the captain

of state security Matviy Mikhailovich Gerzon

The purpose of the paper – to study features of secret-political department
work on carrying out repressions among intellectuals, Party top and cler-
gy in Donbass, Odessa region in 1931–1937 and in the USSR in July–
November 1937 based of documents of personal and archival-criminal
case of M. Gerzon, operative documents of DPU–NKVD of the USSR. To
find out Gerzon’s personal contribution to the fabrication of criminal cas-
es against Soviet citizens and the circumstances under which he was
repressed.



Conclusions. On the basis of the discovered archival materials, first intro-
duced into scientific circulation, the author revealed new details in the
work of the secret political department of the DPU–NKVD in Donbass
and Odessa region in 1931–1937, and in the USSR in July–November
1937. During the «Great Terror», the secret political department played
a key role in the destruction of the Party-Soviet «nomenklatura». The
main emphasis was placed on the repression of members of the CP(B)U
who had previously been in other parties. It was found that the work of
the secret political department of the NKVD of the USSR in 1937 was
under the constant control of the People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs
of the USSR Leplevsky and the first secretary of the Central Committee
of the CP(b)U Kosior, who personally interrogated the arrested. It was
found that the work of the secret political department of the NKVD of the
USSR in 1937 was under the constant control of the People’s Commissar
of Internal Affairs of the USSR Leplevsky and the first secretary of the
Central Committee of the CP(b)U Kosior, who personally interrogated
the arrested. An unsuccessful attempt to discredit the former 2nd Sec-
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party (b) Postyshev
did not find support from Stalin and undermined his confidence in Kosior
and Leplevsky.

The reason for Gerzon’s arrest was his participation in Leplevsky’s «anti-
Soviet Trotsky conspiracy». Gerzon’s «hostile activity» was also to «pro-
tect» part of the party and Soviet elite from repression. During Gerzon’s
rehabilitation in 1993, his involvement in political repression was not
considered.

Key words: secret-political department, DPU, NKVD, political repressions.


