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Zolotariov V. Orders on NKVD Personnel as a Source for Researching
of Soviet State Security Staff During the Great Terror

The purposes of the article are as following: to investigate the orders on the
personnel of the NKVD of the USSR and the USSR in 1937–1938 as
sources for the study of the Chekist personnel of the Great Terror; to
consider the specifics of drafting personnel orders and their different
types; to find out their compliance with the current organisational struc-
ture and the real-time of stay of the Chekists in charge; to identify the
typical mistakes and inaccuracies in orders.

Methodology and methods. The principles of a specific historical approach,
comprehensiveness and integrity of the source, or group of them crea-
ted the methodological basis of the study. The author also used bio-
graphical, problem-chronological, comparative-historical methods.

Conclusions. Noting the considerable information potential of the staff orders
of the NKVD of the USSR and the NKVD of the UkrSSR, the author em-
phasised the following nuances:

 the actual tenure does not always coincide with the dates specified
in the orders;

 previous and new appointments sometimes found to be erroneous;
 the positions of employees indicated in the orders of the NKVD of
the USSR for the summer of 1938 did not always correspond to the
organisational structure of the state security bodies existing at that
time;

 many staff appointments of the second half of 1937 and 1938 were
not drawn up by appropriate staff orders and were not recorded in
personal files;

 information on arrests of staff members in orders on personnel is
incomplete and does not correspond to the total number of rep-
ressed.

Therefore, only a comprehensive analysis of archival documents (staff
orders of the NKVD of the USSR and NKVD of the UkrSSR, rules on
regional management of the NKVD; operational orders of the NKVD,
personal and criminal cases, party documents) would allow restoring the
relevant biography of the NKVD employe s.

Key words: personnel order, NKVD of the USSR, NKVD of the UkrSSR, em-
ployee, appointment, dismissal.
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