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Zhyvjuk A. One of the perpetrators: UNKVD–UMGB–UKGB
commandant Petro Klimchuk

Purpose – on the basis of documents of the Branch State Archives of the
Security Service of Ukraine in Kiev and Rivne (orders on the staff of
UNKVD/UNKGB in Rivne region, personal file, archival-criminal cases of
repressed citizens) to study the biography of Petro Antropovich Klim-
chuk, Chief of the Commandant’s Office, Head of the Administrative Di-
vision, Chief of the Detention Center of the NKVD/NKGB/MGB/MVD/KGB
departments in Vinnytsia, Lutsk, Rivne, Lviv regions; to find out the
personal involvement of Petr Klimchuk, as the head of the structural
units that enforced the death sentences, in the «Great Terror» in Vinny-
tsia region, the «first» and «second» Sovietization of Rivne region, the
liquidation of the Ukrainian nationalist underground in Lviv region.

Methodology and methods. In the process of reconstructing the critical stag-
es of the biographies of the NKVD/NKGB/KGB/KGB officer Petro Klim-
chuk, the author used anthropological and prosopographic approaches.
He also applied biographical, problem-chronological, specific search en-
gine, historical-genetic, and linearchronological methods, methods of
psychological and historical reconstruction.

Conclusions. It is revealed that Petro Klimchuk played a key role during the
Vinnitsa tragedy of 1937–1938 as one of the perpetrator performers,
becoming an instrument and embodiment of the Great Terror in the
region. He did the same task in the western regions of the USSR in
1939–1941 and 1944–1959, in particular in Rivne and Lviv, which turned
into a «new territory of terror», where the personnel of the state secu-
rity agencies were retained and used. At the same time, Petro Klimchuk
played an auxiliary, but functional, role as a cleaner for the crimes of the
Soviet punitive system.

Key words: Western Ukraine, Rivne district, Great Terror, «Sovietization»,
political repression, Ukrainian liberation movement, NKVD/NKGB/KGB,
commandant Petro Klimchuk.
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