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responsibilities. There were three large district prison hospitals with good
medical infrastructure in Volyn and Eastern Galicia in the mid-1930s.
They were located in Lutsk, Lviv and Drohobych. Smaller prison hospitals
were located in Rivne, Sambir, Stanislav, Stryi and Peredilnytsia. The
rest of the prisons had only medical centers to their disposal.

The health of people in penitentiaries was immediately checked after
they were imprisoned. Newly arrived prisoners underwent special
quarantine and disinfection procedures. In the 1920s in Volyn and Eastern
Galicia, the main danger to the health of prisoners was typhus, while in
the 1930s we observe frequent diseases of tuberculosis and other
infectious diseases. Prisoners often complained about the quality of
medical services within penitentiaries, while prison authorities disagreed.

Key words: Volyn, Eastern Galicia, medical services, hospital, prisoners,
penitentiary system.
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Zhyviuk A. Liquidation of the OUN’s Kostopil District
Executive by the NKVD–NKGB (1939–1941)

The study’s goal is to look at the activity of the NKVD–NKGB in Rivne region
in 1939–1941, particularly their attempts to assassinate the Organization
of Ukrainian Nationalists’ district executive agency («executiva») eliminate
in Kostopil. The research is based on documents of the Sectoral State
Archives of the Security Service of Ukraine in Kyiv and Rivne, the Archives
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in Rivne region, the State
Archives of Rivne region (orders and guidelines of the NKVD–NKGB USSR
and UkrSSR, personal files of NKVD–NKGB, archive-criminal cases of
repressed citizens) as well as published sources, periodicals, historical
literature.

Methodology and methods. Problem-chronological, concrete-search, historical-
genetic, historical-systemic, historical-typological, linear-chronological,
and historical reconstruction methods were all used to achieve this goal.

Conclusions. It was discovered that the NKVD–NKGB focused its efforts on
«purging» Western Ukraine of any social strata disloyal to the Bolshevik
dictatorship after the installation of Soviet control there in the autumn of
1939. In addition to the rich populace, the so-called «exploiting class»,
the Bolsheviks also utilized repressions against those who had Ukrainian



patriotic sentiments. The main focus of the Soviet secret services was to
track down and eliminate the district executive agencies of the illegal
OUN as well as its members and supporters. To detect underground
networks, proven methods were applied, including the establishment of
agent networks among the local population, the recruiting of members
of regional OUN networks, other Chekist activities, etc. It was determined
that the conflict between the NKVD–NKGB departments in Rivne region
and the OUN’s Kostopil executive resulted in significant casualties among
its members yet OUN’s members managed to inflict painful losses on the
enemy and preserve the organization’s core at the start of the German-
Soviet war.

Key words: Western Ukraine, Rivne region, Kostopil district, People’s Com-
missariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD) / People’s Commissariat of State
Security (NKGB), political repressions, Organization of Ukrainian Na-
tionalists (OUN), district executive.


