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Zek B. Nazi criminals at work in the MGB–KGB: the Volyn mark

The aim of the study is to describe the difficulties of the personal life choices
that people made during World War II and the post-war period based on
the biographies of A. Koshelyuk and J. Kornelyuk who came from Volhynia.
They served in the auxiliary police, were members of The Ukrainian
Insurgent Army, however became agents of Soviet state security. The
author has attempted to analyze the criminal acts according to which
both men were accused during the trial, to consider the motives that
prompted them to make those decisions as well as to explain how and
why former Nazi criminals found themselves in the Soviet security services.

Research methodology. General scientific and special historical methods of
cognition were used to achieve these goals. Among the first methods
were the practice of deduction and induction, analysis and synthesis,
comparison. The direct results of the research were achieved through
the use of tools of prosopographic, historical problematic and historical
descriptive methods.

Conclusions. As a result of the research, it was possible to shed light on the
biographies of A. Koshelyuk and J. Kornelyuk during World War II in the
context of the problem of the choice dilemma. The author compared
their biographies and identified common characteristics. Along with the
consideration of the crimes incriminated in both men, explanations and
motives that influenced their decisions are given in the article. It was
established that A. Koshelyuk and J. Kornelyuk agreed to cooperate with
the Soviet intelligence agencies due to the possibilities of covering up
their crimes committed during the Nazi occupation and while in an illegal
position. As members of Soviet security forces, they took part in the
struggle against the Ukrainian liberation movement. Despite this, the
men were arrested by the Soviet authorities and tried 12 years later.

Key words: A. Koshelyuk, J. Kornelyuk, police, crime, UPA, Soviet intelligence
agencies.


