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«ЄВРЕЙСЬКЕ» ЩАСТЯ: ЯК ВОЛИНСЬКИЙ ЄВРЕЙ МАЄР ДАВИДОВИЧ 
ЗБИРАВ СВІЙ КАПІТАЛ (ПЕРША ПОЛОВИНА XVII ст.) 
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СОБИРАЛ СВОЙ КАПИТАЛ (ПЕРВАЯ ПОЛОВИНА XVII в.) 

 ,    ,   
    ,   - -

    .    
,       -

  .  ,    
   -  ,  
 –  ,       ,  

   ,    ,    
.     -  : 
 , , ,         , 
        (  2-3  6-8 ).  

    ,        
.       ,    
       . 

 :  , , , , , , 
. 

 
 

Andriy Zayats 

«JEVISH HAPPINES»: HOW THE VOLYNIAN JEW MAIER DAVYDOVYCH 
RAISED HIS CAPITEL (THE FIRST HALF OF XVII CENTURY) 

Volhynian Jews, concentrated mainly in towns, played an important role in the 
economic life of the region. The entrepreneurship of Majer Dawidowicz, a Jew of 
Kolky, is a good evidence of it. It is no exaggeration to call him a symbol of Jewish 
success of that time. The sources indicate that Majer Dawidowicz performed different 
financial and entrepreneurial transactions simultaneously – for example he lent money, 



took things in pledge and accepted for storage, organized catching and selling fish, 
supplied honey and grain, produced and sold ash. He developed large-scale tenant 
activities – he rented out mills, inns, customs, separate villages and even whole 
districts (volosti), which included towns with adjacent villages (from 2-3 to 6-8 
villages). Majer Dawidowicz did it both individually and collectively with Jews from 
other towns. This allowed him to raise a substantial amount of capital and con-
sequently enhanced his social status.  

Keywords: Majer Dawidowicz, Jew, loan, rent, pledge, repledging (repawning), 
entrepreneurship. 
 


