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FOOD SITUATION OF THE URBAN POPULATION OF UKRAINE DURING 

THE NAZI OCCUPATION: PROBLEMS AND WAYS TO SOLVE THEM 
(1941–1944) 

 
This article characterizes the food situation of the urban population of Ukraine 

during the years of Nazi occupation, on the basis of archival documents and 
periodical press publications. It is proved that the principles of economic policy in the 
occupied eastern territories provided for the total exploitation of capable population 
and the extraction of agricultural products, aimed at supplying the Wehrmacht and 
exporting raw materials and food to the Third Reich. The needs of the population of 
Ukrainian cities were deemed secondary. Local occupation authorities were supposed 
to set up the supply of food to the citizens, but due to their limited power and lack of 
material resources, they were unable to overcome the acute shortage of food. The 
introduction of a rationed supply helped to solve this complex problem to some extent. 
City dwellers were mostly forced to help themselves to food, by way of buying it at 
markets at speculative prices, trading industrial goods for food in the countryside, 
growing vegetables in rented orchards, etc. The food problem was widely covered in 
periodicals during the occupation, in order to demonstrate how the occupying power 
«cared» about the problems of the local population. 

Key words: Nazi occupation, food policy, market, canteen, exchange, occupation 
press. 

 


