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War Commemorative Rituals, Funerals, and the
Construction of Collective Memory
in interwar Lviv

Unlike in Western European countries, public menatrgut the
First World War was marginalized in the Second stolRepublic. It
was impossible to integrate various imperial legacinto the na-
tional discourse; the struggle for independenceigfaUkrainians
and the Soviets became a focal point of commemeratrratives.
Lviv's urban space was the centre of a symboliaggfle of Polish
and Ukrainian memory discourses in which the Ukiemincommu-
nity was presented as an internal “enemy” potemialangerous to
the Polish state. The article studies the Polidiciel memory dis-
course through analysis various political ritualschthe construction
of “The Cemetery of Young Eagles” in Lviv. Differeommemora-
tive practices and the cemetery became the fountati the official
model of Polish collective memory about the UkaainPolish war.
The focus on the process of memory constructionusabdn space
during the first part of the 1920s allows to exgldhe main patterns
in the official memory discourse and to reveal arenouanced im-
age.
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Ha siominy 6io kpain 3axionoi €sponu 6 misxxceoenuiii Ilonvuyi
nam'ame npo Ileputy cgimogy 6iiiHy 3anumunacs Mapeinanizo8anoio.
Ivnepcoky cnaowuny 6yn0 HeMOICIUBO THMe2PYBAmU 6 HAYIOHANb-
HUll OUCKYpC 1 AK HACNIOOK 8IlHA 3 YKPATHYAMU MA PAOAHCLKOIO ap-
MI€O cmanu HAUBANCIUBIUUMU eJleMeHmaMu KomemopamusHux Ha-



pamusis. [Iyoniunuit npocmip Jlveosa 6ys yenmpom 6opomvou Midxc
NONbCOKUM MA YKPATHCOKUM OucKypcamu nam’ami. YV yitl «8itiHi»
VKpAiHyi 3Mans08y8anucy AK NOMeHYIiliHO Hebe3neyHi Ojis NONbCbKOI
oepoicasu GHYmMpiwHi 6opo2u. AHanizyouu pisHi NOAIMUYHI pumyanu
ma npoyec cnopyodicenns «l{eunmapio o00ponyie», cmamms euguae
oiyitnuil ouckypc nam’smi. PizHi komeMopamueHi npakmuxu ma
YBUHMAP CMANU OCHOB0I0 OQiYiliHOT MOOei NOILCLKOT KOIeKMUBHOT
nam’ smi npo YKPAiHCbKO-NONbLCHKY GIliHY. 30cepeodices Yeazu Ha
npoyeci KOHCMPYIOBAHHS NAM’ AMI Ma MICbKOM) HPOCMOpi 8 neputiii
nonosuni 1920x poxkie 003601s¢ Oocnioumu OcHO8HI meHOeHYil 8
oiyitinomy ouckypci.

Knwuoei  cnoea. nav’amv, KOMEMOpAmMuGHi — pumyan,
nam’ AMHUK Hegioomomy coroamy, Jlvsis

After the Great War, military monuments and cenietebe-
came sites of individual and collective memory. @uamorative
rituals were promoted by states and were incorpdraito various
national discoursesVeneration of the “Unknown Soldier,” parade:
and other commemoration ceremonies were used teokidate the
nation. Nationalistic and Christian symbols adora#ichation’s war
cemeteries. However, some scholars have highligatezhsion be-
tween public and private memorialization of WorldaW. Com-
memorative practices were a paradoxical form ofemirance as
often they either overlooked or sacralized the nwlasghter and
casualties of the war itséff.

Though interwar Poland’s memory discourse was aimib
those in other European countries, it focused erlikrainian-Polish
and the Polish-Soviet wars, not the Great War. muthe First
World War, the Polish state did not exist and Paliégen fought in
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opposing imperial armies. The only element from@&reat War that
became part of Polish national mythology was J®iksudski’'s Le-
gions the Polish ethnic regiments that were the pathefAustro-
Hungarian army. Simultaneously, several nationahamiies con-
structed their own martial memorié$he multiethnic borderlands of
Eastern Europe were the territories in which nationarratives
clashed; ethnic identity and wartime memory becaegtonal fault
lines. The article analyses the Polish official meyndiscourse em-
bedded in military funerals, various political ats, and the con-
struction of “The Cemetery of Young Eagles” in LviRifferent
commemorative practices and the cemetery becanfeuhdation of
the official model of Polish collective memory albélie Ukrainian-
Polish war. The focus on the process of memory toection and
urban space during the first part of the 1920saalas to unpack the
main patterns in the official memory discourse &mdeveal a more
nuanced image.

A borderland city with an ethnically heterogenepapulation,
Lviv was geographically situated near Poland’'s exastfrontier.
According to the 1910 census, roughly 196,000 pedped in the
city, of whom 52 % were Roman Catholic, 29% wer@s]eand 18
% were Greek-CatholitThe First World War almost immediately
effected the everyday life of Lviv dwellers. In $&mber 1914, the
city was occupied by the Russian army; a joint Pas€erman of-
fensive in spring 1915 liberated the city by thel @h the June. The
relatively short occupation had serious politicedcial, and eco-
nomic consequences. The subsequent years of waemessd the
city’s economic crises and increased tension betwééerent ethnic
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groups. Gradually, Lviv dwellers were losing thkiyalty towards
the Habsburg monarchy and the struggle for an iexiégnt Polish
state intensified. However, similar processes dmer within
Ukrainian ethnic communities and after the dissofutof the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Ukrainian-Polish wadlr Bastern
Galicia ensued. During November 1918, street fightin Lviv
cleaved the city’s Polish and Ukrainian communiti@khough the
Ukrainian army evacuated Lviv on 22 November, tiy itself was
besieged from December 1918 to April 1919. Morepvielence did
not stop with the end of urban warfare as the Jewisgrom oc-
curred from November 22-24 The pogrom served to punish th
Jews for their neutral position during the UkramRolish war’. Af-
ter a short period of peace, the military frontted Polish-Soviet war
in summer 1920 ran near the city.

The memorialization of fallen soldiers spread tlgtoout the
city during the Great War. Both authorities andiaas national
communities commemorated soldiers through publiebzations
and funerals. Soldiers were buried in military ceemes or in sepa-
rate parts of public cemeterigé$olish public funerals even took
place according to a near-universal “script.” Famgrprocessions
walked through the city centre, stopping near tlomument to Pol-
ish writer Adam Mickiewicz, sang various dirgesdasffered patri-
otic speeches at the cemetéry..

Ethnic myths and cults were soon created that atdaiPoland’s
claim to Eastern Galicia. Myths about the heroraggle of young
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defenders drl¢ta), women, and children appeared soon after N
vember 1918. Their stories were quickly publishedocal newspa-
pers; the liberation of Lviv by Polish children, men, and hooligans
(batiary) became part of the myfhJurko Bitchan, a fourteen-year
old runaway, was one of the many children who daigelife for
Lviv's freedom. His mother, Aleksandra Zagka, also actively par-
ticipated in “defense”, organizing the Women’s CiMilitia. His
parents decided to build a monument to his saerifibere he died.
Soon thereafter, the Women'’s Civil Committee createscholarship
in Bitchan’s honor for the young poor participanfshe Ukrainian-
Polish war'® Such stories were very common and establishedla w
recognized pattern of commemoration. For instakoger Lwowski
stressed that Tadeusz Loewenschtam’s last wordghemyoung
Lviv defender, were: “Long live Polish Lvit* These narratives
about the heroic struggle of children were repéidah memoirs and
fiction; they became especially popular in the 192@ 193042
Czestaw Mczynki, the city’'s Polish commandant in Novembe
1918, wrote in the 1926 introduction Y& obronie Lwowa i kresv
wschodnich:
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Everyone who struggled desired a soldier’s deatthanourable
death for the motherland. There was no unit theétndit follow this
order, that did not fight to the last round, to khst soldier, to the last
drop of blood"?

During the Ukrainian-Polish war the funeral ceremsnover
soldiers’ bodies moved from private to public sgaaed also turned
into nationalistic manifestations. Funerals drexgéacrowds of Lviv
dwellers, including politicians, officials, well-kmvn actors, orches-
tral musicians, and singers from theatre choirse fitst funeral for
fallen soldiers took place three days after theaishkan army left the
city.* This typical example of a mass funeral witnes$edburial of
23 soldiers from Warsaw at the end of January 181€Qarted near
the military hospital was located and marched tghothe city to the
Lyczakiwsky cemetery. The soloists of the Opera $¢osang a
“Requiem,” the theater choir sang mourning song®r nthe
Mickiewicz monument, and speeches were deliveredeatemetery.
Among the soldiers was a Protestant and a Jewraaddition to a
Roman-Catholic priest, an Evangelist minister andhlabi partici-
pated in the ceremorly.The burials clearly functioned as publi
commemorative rituals. The remains of Wiadystaw t&kwho died
in the first days of November were relocated froem Square to
the Lyczakiwsky cemetery at the end of February9l9he re-burial
checked the same boxes of commemoration as theafusfethe sol-
diers from Warsawf

Such funerals occurred daily during the Ukrainiaigh war
and they helped the population survive the siege @i the journal-
ists described the funeral of a young woman, SGlmtewianka.
The author wrote that everyone was accustomededsetisad cere-
monies but that that particular burial was moviegdwuse it was very
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simple and induced tears in participalitThe funerals of women
who did not partake in combat but who struggledtif@r city none-
theless, were more modest. Examples of such fumaralthe burials
of noted feminist and artist Maria Rbianka and Countess Theodc
sia Diduszycka, both of whom were infected by typhwhile in-
spe(i'éing Ukrainian internment camps for the Polislsoners-of-
war.

Ukrainian soldiers were also buried solemfilyhough public
ceremonies were often prohibited by authoritiestdifan represen-
tatives wrote to Kazimierz Gatecki, a delegatehaf Polish govern-
ment in Galicia, lamenting that the public was totbe informed
about the time and location of Ukrainian funeradd that any related
congregations would be dispersed by force. Fundoal&Jkrainian
soldiers were interrupted, Greek-Catholic priestsenremoved, and
Roman-Catholic priests conducted the ceremonidedad® Jewish
representatives also informed about disrespect shoviheir com-
munity’s sites of commemoration. He wrote that §tolsoldiers put
their horses to pasture in the Jewish cemeteryt wesgkers, and
broke several grave stones and monuments. Evergi@EvJewish
soldiers who struggled on the Polish side durirgUkrainian-Polish
conflict were destroyed®

During the street battles of November 1918 acaes#ty ceme-
teries was restricted and soldiers were buriedasibus sites. For
instance, a military hospital was located in a Bllnic building
and, as the result, one of the largest cemetemesged in its yard
Later, it was suggested to fence-off these smatleteries® After
the Ukrainian army had left the city, Polish sotdi&illed during the
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Ukrainian-Polish conflict were buried in “The Cemmigt of Defend-
ers,” a special part of Lyczakiwsky cemetery. Thenains of the
soldiers buried in other parts of the city durimg turban fighting
were moved to the “Cemetery of Defendefsifter the body of the
last soldier was relocated from the Polytechniaigds, Polish activ-
ists decided to memorialize fallen soldiers andctex a modest
monument®

Maria Ciszkowa, a mother of a fallen soldier, sigjge organiz-
ing a special committee that would tend the cengetérhe Society
for the Protection of the Graves of Polish Heroga’ established in
July 1919%° Even though some families kept an eye on thed-re
tives’ graves, many were covered by grass and émeetery was
generally neglected. The local newspaldarjer Lwowskicriticized
authorities who failed to take care of the cemet@gpecially in
comparison to the well-groomed cemeteries in Geymaihe news-
paper did not consider the labor shortage as d eaplanation of the
poor maintenance of the cemetéfhyin October 1921, the critical
remarks appeared again Kurjer Lwowski An article even sug-
gested that, perhaps, schoolchildren could be tastzhd the graves.
Dr. Wladistaw Kubik, who supervised work at the eteny, lauded
the children’s work, but noted that their voluntser could not re-
place the efforts of full-time workers. For exampleey usually did
not work during the summer vacation. Kubik sugggdtandraising
to hire a disabled veteran to tend the cemétery.

24 KL, February 23, 1919, 4; KL, April 25, 1919, 3. KMay 1, 1919, 5; KL,
May 12, 1919, 3.

BKL, May 12, 1919, 3

26 przewodnik po cmentarzu oladw Lwowa (Lwéw: Staraniem i nakltadem
Strazy Mogit Polskich Bohateréw, 1939), http://www.lwasem.pl/orleta/orleta
39.html; Jézef Biatynia Chotodecki, ,Cmentarz ofséw Lwow,” in W obronie
Lwowa i kre$w wschodnich. Polegli od 1-go Listopada 1918 daCz@rwca 1919
(Lwow, 1926), 16

2TKL, August 4, 1919, 3

B KL, September 10, 1921, 2



Clearly, local authorities and the Polish communiity not pay
enough attention to the “Cemetery of Defenderghim early 1920s.
This changed later in the decade, however, as ¢neetery was
transformed “Cemetery of the Eagletwl¢t)” in which fallen sol-
diers from the Ukrainian-Polish and the Polish-8bwars were bur-
ied. The cemetery quickly become a patriotic synfoolthe new-
born Polish state. In April 1921, the cemetery adstiation held an
open design competition to redesign the grounde ddmmittee,
ultimately, chose a project titled “White Roses.tidrlf Indruch, a
former soldier and student at Lviv Polytechnic wihesigned the
winning project® According to his design, the cemetery would co
sist of three terraces of graves, catacombs, aethapd a gated tri-
umphal arch with twelve Doric columns. The carvéguife of a
knight dominated the center of the monunm@rdissimilar to most
First World War military cemeteries, the “Cemetefithe Eaglets™
monuments featured only male and masculine motff$his project
was criticized, though because of its significanstcand lengthy
construction schedule. Some observers wryly indidteat their
grandchildren would officially open the finishednoetery. Some
parts of Indruch’s project were not implemented, iftstance, the
knight statue was not built. The “Cemetery of Eaglets” symbolizec
not only a site of national mourning for fallen diers but also the
triumph of Poland’s national project in EasterniGal

The uniformity of Great War cemeteries in Westeurdpe
symbolized the comradeship of soldiers in the tnescIn contrast,
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Indruch’s design did not emphasize the equalitfallen soldiers>
According to his design, the catacombs would hosthiodies of the
seventy-two soldiers who died the most heroic aadthrt deaths for
the Polish nation. Some “Lviv defenders” proteségginst this as-
pect of the design and a heated discussion toale frathe newspa-
pers. The critics insisted that it was not possibléivide the fallen
“defenders” into those whose deaths were more ass ineritori-
ous* Chaplain Jozef Panasia, a representative of “Towe8 for
the Protection of the Graves of Polish Heroes"poesled to this
criticism. He stressed that the catacombs were ardynall part of
the design and that debates about whom would beddtirere were
ultimately unimportant. Nonetheless, some famitlesated money
for its construction as they wanted to bury thelatives there. How-
ever, the chaplain argued that the placement dfiessl remains in
the catacombs would not divide fallen soldiers ifitst and second
classes$® Eventually, a special commission decided thatrémeains
of men and women, regardless of age or class, dlifflerent battle-
fields and regions of Poland who died during thistfdays of No-
vember 1918 would be interred there. This comprentibanged
public opinion and the catacombs were construtted.

Clear nationalistic messages were present notiartlye ceme-
tery’s redesign, but in the patriotic speechesretfeduring various
ceremonies, as well. The first part of the projecthapel, was fin-
ished in September 1924 and its solemnization oedurn Septem-
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ber 28", 1924% Local and state representatives participated én
ceremony and Wiadystaw Sikorski, the Polish mimigte defense,
came from Warsaw as a distinguished guest. After Mass he
talked about the connection between the graveshendation:

The best proof of the unity of the Polish landthisse graves, in
which children from all parts of Poland sleep. W§depread graves
confirm the conscious will of the nation and faitrown future®®

Intergenerational continuity was underlined durthgse event.
In addition to the soldiers of the Ukrainian-Polighd the Polish-
Soviet wars, participants in the 1863-1864 rebeliémd the young
scouts Karcerzy participated in the sacralization of the chapel
they were the honored predecessors to the herod®e diventieth
century®® Wiadystaw Sikorski also opened the memorial plaqt
devoted to Romuald Traugutt at the Bernardine ntenason the
same day® Traugutt led the 1863-1864 rebellion and was ebeztu
by Russian authorities in Warsaw in August 1864.

Another monument that was not part of the “Cemetdre-
fenders” but belonged to the same commemorativeodise was
opened the same day in Lviv. The monument in theiduof Per-
senkowka commemorated the area’s fallen Polishesslavho died
between November 1918 and April 1919. Rudolf Intdrueho re-
designed the Cemetery of the Eaglets, also crahtedmonument
and Wanda Mazanowska, who lost her son during itjigifig in
Persenkowka, chaired the committee that supervteedtruction.
The monument consisted of two connected Greekrpilgalorned
with plaques on which where the names of falledlisos were writ-
ten. In his speech Dr. Stahl, the Lviv Vice-Presidstressed that the
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memory of Persenkowka’s heroes would be alive iisRd.viv for-
ever as an example worthy of emulattbrColonel Sniadowski re-
peated almost the same:

[...] It [the monument] had to be the symbol arounidich the
dwellers of this city, whether woman, officer, drild, would stand
hand-in-hand against any eneffy.

Sniadowski articulated the myth about the equal ggfier of
women, children and soldiers. Such rhetoric stieegs#/’s inherent
Polishness and was clearly directed against thaibilans as an in-
ternal enemy.

One of the main features of the post-Great War cemanative
practices was the creation of the cult of the Unkm&oldier. France
and the Great Britain, in November 1920, becamditiiecountries
in which monuments to WW1 unknown soldiers weralgghed.
Next year similar monuments were erected in Itahe United
States, and Portugdl The Polish government “borrowed” the corr
memorative patterns of Western European countmnesaa the be-
ginning of 1925 authorities decided to establighrttonument of the
Unknown Soldier in Warsaw. The Historical Office thie General
Staff suggested fifteen sites from where remainddcbe exhumed
and special criteria were used to select the figttde These included
the number of casualties, the size and locatiah@battlefield, and
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the importance of the battle to the larger conflk$ such, most of
the fifteen battles took place in Galicia and comerary Belarus.
Unknown remains from Lviv were chosen in a lotteonducted in
April 19252

As such, a three day, ritualized ceremony tookeplacLviv in
which even Lviv's Jewish community participated eTyewish Zion-
ist newspape€hwila published numerous articles about the rebur
of the Unknown Soldier. In contrast, the most papuUkrainian
newspapebilo completely ignored the pomp and circumstance. T
city was decorated, officials were forced to take day off, and the
reburial became a day of national gl8tyThe special organizing
committee published the following:

The body of the Unknown Soldier will be transferfeoim the
Lviv battlefield to Warsaw not in mourning but int@umphal pro-
cession, in order to remain forever in an auranohortal glory and
in the glow of a lit Candle. It will be moved andlivbe respected as
a symbol of nameless sacrifice that gives to ugpeddence and
state powef®

The rhetoric behind the establishment of unknowidiso
monuments was similar in all countries. It was eagired that he
could be someone’s lost family member. For exantpie following
inscription was written in on the monument in Paris
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Here is a hero of the Great War, with no known fiterexcept
his nationality.

He might be your father, your husband, your brqtieur son...

Therefore, take solace in knowledge that he hasweegnd has
been honored as a héfo.

The special executive committee in Lviv publisheda@peal to
Lvivonians to participate in ceremonies connectethé burial of the
Unknown Soldier:

Remember that when you honor the remains of thentlwk
Soldier, you at the same time honor the memoryooir yathers and
sons, the memory of everyone from the farthesspafrPoland who
died for Poland and Polish Lvi

Despite similarities with Western European examphegional-
istic narratives dominated Polish commemoratioreofe Blair, V.
William Balthrop, and Neil Michel argue that thetadishment of
monuments of unknown soldiers served as closurghrfamilies
and friends of fallen soldief.However, the “official” nationalistic
rhetoric in Poland left little room for personaledr

The process of selecting the unknown remains wsxs sinilar
across Europe. Nationality was the only identifmatmarker and
often the public did not even know the battlefieldthe cemetery
from where the remains came. Military rank was irterial: officers
and privates were treated as eqdalBhree bodies of unknown sol-

47 Cited in Carole Blair, V. William Balthrop and Néilichel, “The Argu-
ments of Tombs of the Unknown: Relationality andidlzal Legitimation,” Argu-
mentation,25, Vol. 4 (2011): 460
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diers buried at the “Cemetery of Eaglets” were eméd on 29 Octo-
ber 1925. Jadwiga Zarugewiczuwa, who lost her soind the war,
chose the remains that were moved to Warsaw. Hawéwe selec-
tion ceremony in Lviv was different from those thiabk place in
France, Britain, or the USA. The public knew nolyathe battlefield

and the cemetery from where body was exhumed bataher iden-
tification markers, such as the ranks of the fabetdiers. The re-
mains were of a private, a sergeant, and a corparather words,
the organizers of the ceremony emphasized the ddfdrentiation.

Jadwiga Zarugewiczuwa chose the coffin holdingrdreains of the
private and he became the symbolic representafivkeoUnknown

Soldier in Poland*

During the next two days the farewell ceremony tptdce in
the city, becoming a visible element of urban pubjpace. At first,
the remains were moved from the cemetery to thbediaal and then
through the city center to a railway station. Gnvitay to the station,
the procession stopped near the university, thgt€dinic, and the
central post-office. Along the route, choirs sarggious mourning
songs. The main hall of the railway station, the sf the farewell
ceremony, was turned into a “mausoleum.” These weses filled
with various rituals. For instance, church belkrtstd ringing before
the procession entered the Cathedral, horns ofrlotises and sirens
of the factories whistled, and life in the city gp@d for two minutes
of silence. During Mass and the transportationhef ¢offin through
the city, two mothers, two widows, two orphans, &wd disabled
soldiers accompanied the catafalque. A speciah tnadved the re-
mains of the Unknown Soldier to Warsaw togethehitfifty-five-
person retinue. During this trip the door of thedo was opened,
allowing everyone to see the cofffniMoreover, various commemo-
rations took place not only in Warsaw but in alitpaf Poland. The

51 Wanda Mazanowska, ,Geneza symbolu nieznanegterza,” W obronie
Lwowa i kre$w wschodnich. Polegli od 1-go Listopada 1918 daCz@rwca 1919
(Lwow, 1926), 193

*2|bid., 192-198



government decided to memorialize the Unknown $oldy holding
one minute of silence on 2 November: officials wegieen three
hours off of worlc®

That the remains could have been exhumed from difiteen
battlefields underlined both the unity of the cowrdand importance
of the newly incorporated regions. After the remsaivere exhumed,
Jozef Neumann, Lviv’'s City President stated that ¢hy “gifts the
respectable remains of a Hero to the whole of RGl&He also un-
derlined:

The Lviv battlefield gives to Poland one of mankmnowns who
devoted their lives to the Motherland. Our citypreoud and happy.
This is the right decision because the majoritysoldiers died on
those battlefields [..5}

Ultimately, the idea of unity and centralizationeosame re-
gional divisions in official Polish discourse. O8 @ctober 1925, the
government ordered all plaques outside of the abghiat commemo-
rated unknown soldiers donated to museums as belynonument
in Warsaw “was an appropriate symbol of nationakifae.”® In-
stead local authorities had to establish “modesthuments with
plaques containing the names of local soldiers pérashed during
the First World War! In other words, the new Polish authoritie
proclaimed that the monument to the Unknown Soldard reside
only in the national capital and such a symbol teadnite the entire
country. In contrast, the local communities couhtiyacommemorate
the known heroes, not the nameless. This explainpart, why a

%3 GL, October 30, 1925, 1
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marble plague was placed on the former grave otthlenown Sol-
dier in Lviv twelve years later, in November 1987.

The funerals of fallen soldiers during the UkraimRolish war
became one of the basic elements in the creati@olt#ctive mem-
ory about the war. These practices were accompdyiathort news-
paper stories and occurred in urban public spacagithe war it-
self. The construction of the ostentatious cemeteag started as
private grassroots initiative. “The Society for tReotection of the
Graves of the Polish Heroes” and its leader Maiiszkbwa had
cared for the cemetery since 1919. This committempted the idea
of a monumental cemetery and was the main boosteinéiruch’s
project. Despite criticism, the grand, controvdrsiad very expen-
sive cemetery design was implemented; construdisted nearly
twenty years. The cemetery and the monument obtii@own Sol-
dier provided closure for the families of soldie@ten, the mothers
of fallen soldiers were initiators of commemoratpmjects and the
most active participants of various commemoratitteals. Although
the sacrifice of soldiers was commemorated, becpram integral
part of the national discourse, strong patriotietohic did not leave
much room for personal grief. Cemeteries and momtisne Europe
underlined the equality of all fallen soldiers. dontrast, the Lviv
case showed that social divisions were difficultoieercome even
concerning commemorative practices. The controvetsyounding
the catacombs resulted in social status not plagidgcisive role in
the burial of the soldiers. Zarugewiczuwa choserémeains of a pri-
vate as the symbol of the unknown soldier, but Was a conscious
decision. The fact that the public knew about ks of the three
unknown soldiers and she chose the private anyvesyodstrated
that the lower class social status mattered inntghe national sym-
bol.

%8przewodnik po cmentarzu oliicdw Lwowa (Lwéw: Staraniem i naktadem
Strazy Mogit Polskich Bohateréw, 1939), http://www.lwasem.pl/orleta/orleta
39.html



“The Cemetery of Defenders” and the commemoratraetres
linked to it, presented a combination of nationadl éocal in a new
model of collective memory. Unlike in Western Eugap countries,
public memory about the First World War was martipea in the
Second Polish Republic. It was impossible to irdegwarious impe-
rial legacies into the national discourse; the gglel for independ-
ence against Ukrainians and the Soviets becameca fmwint of
commemorative narratives. Lviv's urban space wasdbntre of a
symbolic struggle of Polish and Ukrainian memorgcaurses in
which the Ukrainian community was presented asragrnal “en-
emy” potentially dangerous to the Polish state.ulothe construc-
tion of the memory discourse in the Second PoligipuRlic was
usually presented as the smooth “top-down” procémsLviv case
highlights that it stared rather spontaneously rduthe Ukrainian-
Polish war and entered a period of negotiationdefthition thereaf-
ter. The establishment of the Unknown Soldier'svgrin Warsaw
after which the government banned provincial meaisrito un-
known soldiers, marked the end of this process.





