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Vorozhko V. Soviet military censorship in 1918–1921

The purpose of the article. Based on published scientific works and archival
documents to investigate the historical aspects of the formation and
development of military censorship in the first years of Soviet rule; to
analyze and systematize legal acts of military censorship: provisions,
lists of information that are not subject to dissemination.

Methodology and methods. The research methodology is based on the principles
of objectivity, positivism, systematism, dialectics, historicism. The study
is based on historical methods: problem-chronological, historical-
comparative, historical-legal.

Conclusions. The author investigated Soviet military censorship activities and
found that the authorities proclaimed them as an action against espionage
to counteract the leakage of secret information. In reality, censorship
had significant political and ideological components and was part of the
political investigation. The Soviet state was intensely ideological and
needed protection from both external and internal enemies. It led to the
development of various forms of censorship in Soviet society. The task of
Soviet military censorship was to protect secret information and control
the entire political situation, national movements, and socioeconomic
problems. The Bolsheviks considered dangerous not only direct political
attacks but any criticism in all spheres of life, which could weaken the
RCP(b)’s monopoly on power. The author found that authorities declared
undesirable information secret or non-disseminated and created



censorship lists of «information that is not subject to dissemination».
The military censorship based its activity on numerous legal acts, the
main of which were «the provisions on military censorship» and the
above-mentioned «lists». The author concluded that the Soviet military
censorship bodies focused their work in four main directions: a) preventing
the disclosure of secret information (military secrets), which is inherent
to military censorship and counterintelligence; b) defending their political
interests: preventing criticism of the Bolshevik regime (regardless of the
media – from the newspaper to a private letter); c) pursuing political
and investigative goals, assigns by the VChk; d) monitoring – the study
of public sentiment through the perlustration of correspondence.

Key words: military censorship, VChK, perlustration, censorship.
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