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The article covers the topic of the Russian aggression against Ukraine a 

century ago, which provides a better and deeper understanding of the 
reasons and nature of the modern Russian-Ukrainian war today. The author 
analyzes the nature of Bolshevism, its seemingly incompatible combination 
of the slogans of internationalism, the recognition of the rights of nations 
for self-determination, with the original Russian aggressive nationalism, 
messianism, disguised ideas of the "world proletarian revolution". The 
author draws attention to the tactics of this expansion, attempts to depict it 
as an internal war of Ukrainians through the creation of puppet Soviet 
governments, which covered the offensive of the Russian armed forces, the 
establishment of Soviet power through terror, and simultaneous exploitation 
of Ukrainian economic resources. The article concludes that it was the 
Russian aggression that changed the nature of the Ukrainian revolution, 
forced the state-building energy to be redirected to the defense of 
incompletely formed state institutions. The occupation of Ukraine had a 
radical effect on the further course of national history in the 20th century. 

Key words: Ukraine, Russia, war, Bolsheviks, Council of People’s 
Commissars, "red terror". 
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