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M. Trofymenko
SMALL STATE DIPLOMACY

Globalization imposes its critical influence on various activities of state by transforming 
traditional notions of power of the country, its economic and military potential, political 
influence etc. Today, a country which is considered to be small in terms of geography, 
population, and natural resources may gain a big share of influence and turn into the financial 
and banking services center, a high tech production center etc . Small states can be defined in 
a number of ways, however there is always a place for ambiguousness and controversy among 
scholars in regard to the classification. Some of them define small states as actors with limited 
abilities and influence. Others use the following criteria in order to define state: population, 
territory, GNP, GDP and elements of military and economic potential of state. The problem is 
where to draw the line between the small and medium size states as except for the notions of a 
“small state” and a “medium-sized state” there also exists a notion of a “micro-state

The papers on micro-states study seem to merely stick around the issues of sovereignty 
and  action capacity, i.e. how the dependence on other states in developing and conducting 
policy influence this policy. Regarding it, some authors think that the need among the small 
states to maintain its active sovereignty is in some way questioned by other states and small 
states cannot maintain what larger states call minimum required “presence” in the 
international society of states (membership in international organizations, embassies in key 
capitals) due to the lack of resources. For example, in 1920 Lichtenstein’s application for the 
membership in the League of Nations was denied due to the lack of army and the attributes of 
sovereignty.  Today these traditional parameters, though remain important, still are not 
ultimate or obligatory in determining the status of any state. As one practitioner noted: “I 
firmly believe that it is not the land size or the number of citizens of a country that determines 
its value and interaction with world society, but its contribution to the public diplomacy and its 
achievements”. [1]

The United Nations (UN) has also attempted to determine small and micro-states. The
research conducted by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in 1971 quoted 
the UN Secretary-General sayings from 1966 when he determined small states as “entities 
which are exceptionally small in area, population, human, and economic resources”. 
According to the UN definition, small state or micro-state is a state with the population of less 
than 100,000 citizens.  Lichtenstein is one of them. Finally, the number of consuls, surely
honorary ones, is seen as an innovative decision in matters of representation. Honorary 
consuls’ appointment is the result of the limitations, which small states face in international 
relations and foreign policy. 

This approach is one the most efficient ones. It can be used by micro-states to expand its 
international activities. The cleavage between the functions of diplomatic and consular 



representations in some way lies in different practices. Sometimes it’s difficult to distinguish 
basically commercial interests of states from political or even strategic issues. 

The article draws the following conclusion. 
First, the influence of globalization has changed the notion of traditional parameters of 

state, their role within the region and in the world as a whole. 
Second, in order to achieve its foreign policy goals small states introduce honorary 

consulates more actively into the diplomatic practice as they do not require governmental 
spendings and according to the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963, all the 
spendings are the responsibility of the honorary consul.  

Third, small states use honorary consulates to implement the issues of public diplomacy 
and the strategy of branding through which they disseminate the information about themselves, 
attracting investors, tourists, etc.  

Fourth, the use of honorary consulates by small states brings up the issues of thorough 
selection of consulate officials and the monitoring of the effectiveness of their efforts. 

Key words: small state, public diplomacy, honorary consulate, globalization, embassy,
brand, branding. 
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N. Khoma

REVOLUTIONARY CROWD-SOURCING AND CROWD-FUNDING 
PRACTICES OF SOCIAL POLITICAL ACTIVISM (BASED ON UKRAINE’S 

The article analyzes the experience of Ukraine in the use of social and political crowd-
sourcing and crowd-funding. These technologies are studied in the time period of 2013-2016
on the example of their application for the Revolution of Dignity and maintaining the country's 
defensive capacity in the course of the undeclared hybrid war with Russia. It is emphasized 
that it is through public initiatives that the vector of the state to its democratization and Euro-
Atlantic cooperation has been modified.

Social political crowd-sourcing and crowd-funding, unlike their business counterparts 
are characterized by a high motivational component, they are not intended to gain material 
benefits. Surely, among the public and political projects there are those that involve certain 
(usually symbolic) reward, however social (non-cash) practices prevail. In the Ukrainian 
format the vast majority of crowd-sourcing or crowd-funding socio-political projects imply 
absence of any material motivational incentives, while intangible reward is widely used, such 
as a public mention of the donor, etc. Many of the problems of the recent troubled years were 

co-financing. This short but highly efficient experience requires a further study.
Key words: social and political activism, crowd-sourcing, crowd-funding, Revolution of 

Dignity. 

Eurasian integration under Russian auspices and blocking Kiev’s movement toward European 
and Euro-Atlantic cooperation. The revolution of dignity and further developments in the 
Crimea and Donbas were a response to the Russian expansionist policy in the post-Soviet area. 
The Russian armed aggression against Ukraine has been going on for three years; it is the third 
year of Ukraine’s anti-terrorist operation in the Donbas. It has become a real challenge for a 


