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A. Trofimenko  
LEGAL BASIS FOR SOCIAL PROTECTION FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED 

PERSONS IN UKRAINE 
The annexation of Crimea and military conflict in the south-east Ukraine made many people 

leave their residences and look for the shelter abroad or in the other regions of Ukraine due to the 
threat to their lives. The majority of them became internally displaces persons. The appearance of 
such a new group of persons which comprised 3% of population made government authorities 
grant them a special political and legal status of internally displaced persons IDPs) and to 
design a mechanism of ensuring their rights and providing government and non-government 
assistance.  

Under the Ukrainian legislation an internally displaced person is a citizen of Ukraine, a 
foreigner or a stateless person staying on territory of Ukraine on legal grounds and being entitled 
to permanent residence in the territory of Ukraine, who was forced to leave or abandon his/her 
residence place as a result of or in order to avoid negative impact of armed conflict, temporary 



occupation, situations of generalized violence, mass violations of human rights and natural or 
man-made disasters.  

In order to define a political and legal status of internally displaced persons the author 
analyzes the modern regulatory acts of Ukraine, which contain their rights, obligations and social 

and freedoms of internally displaced per th, 2014 with a number of 
amendments.  

The article pays special attention to the introduction of the procedure of gaining the status 
of IDP through the issuance of certificate of registration. The author highlights that while ensuring 
a great number of rights and privileges for this group of persons, the legislation does not set a 
distinct mechanism of the implementation of these rights and therefore there appears a number of 
problems concerning the administration of requirements for gaining the IDP status. There are still 
a number of problems to settle such as the lack of financial resources for living, the employment 
of IDPS, the absence of the programs of providing medical and psychological support, the absence 
of selection criteria for providing social support to replaced citizens regarding their financial 
situation, social status etc. 

The author concludes that the Ukrainian legislation makes it clear which person is 
considered to be an internally displaced one, distinctly describes the rights and the privileges 
including the money payments secured and provided by the state and defines the mechanism of 
issuing the certificate of the abovementioned status. Laws and bylaws on internally displaced 
persons require further review due to the existing inconformity between regulatory acts of different 
levels and the absence of the effective in practical terms system of registration of IDPs accessible 
for the society and prescribed by the law.  

Key words: internally displaced person (IDP), certificate of registration of internally 
displaced person, Unified register of IDP. 
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