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A. Trofymenko  

ETHNIC MINORITIES AS LOBBY GROUPS IN CANADA 
The article is devoted to study of role of ethnic minorities in forming of Canada’s 

domestic and foreign policy. Analysis of ethnic minorities in Canada is pressing issue in view 
of two main reasons. Firstly, ethnocultural mosaicity of Canadian society is one of the most 
distinctive characteristic of Canada. Secondly, at present Canada has one of the widest and 
most developed legal bases of lobbying in the world, considering its 25-years experience. 

Two the biggest ethnic groups historically has had significant influence on Canadian 
policy. They are French Canadians and British Canadians. Canadian relations with 
Francophonie and Latin America have been formed under the influence of French Canadians. 
British Canadians historically have lobbied for strategic partnership with Great Britain and 
cooperation within the scope of British Commonwealth. 

Besides these two peoples-founders, Canada has more than hundred different ethnic 
communities. As resulting from the policy of multiculturalism, hold in Canada since 1970s, 
the state has formed cultural environment, based on principle of cultural diversity, freedom of 
expression, tolerant attitude towards representatives of different culture. Organisations of 
Jewish, Italian, Ukrainian, Armenian, Polish, Chinese and other Canadians decide fate of 
elections in many electoral districts. In turn, it demands from power to take into consideration 
interests of different national groups.  

Organisations of ethnic communities do not limit its lobbying activity to domestic policy 
issues. They seek to protect interests of country of their origin. Jewish community is the most 
successful in this issue in Canada. Especially, this influence became evident during 
premiership of Stephen Harper, who in 2006 refused to neutral stance of Canada in Arab-
Israeli conflict. Canada demonstrates its support of Israel on international arena, 
particularly in the U.N.O. Unconditional support of Israel was confirmed by Stephen Harper 
during his speech in Knesset in January, 2014. Success of Jewish lobby is in its homogeneity, 
coordinated activity of numerous organisations. By-turn, Arabian community is not notable 
for homogeneity. Although Arabian Canadians outnumber Jewish, their lobbying activity is 
less successful.  

Ukrainian lobby also plays significant role in Canadian policy. Ukrainian Canadians 
have numerous of different ethnic organisations, which lobby in favour of country of their 
origin. Support of Ukraine in political crisis, which started in 2013, is striking example of 
such influence. From the start of Euromaidan in Kiev Ukrainian Canadians were active 



 
supporters of this protest. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress launched initiative, called 
Euromaidan Canada, within the scope of which they held information campaign, round 
tables, conferences, etc. dedicated to the reasons of protest in Ukraine. At present Canadian 
government is one of the most active critic of Russian actions in Ukraine and Crimea. Canada 
imposed sanctions on 73 persons and 19 legal entities of Russia and grant financial aid to 
Ukraine in amount of 200 million CAD. 

Aboriginal community also has influence on policy of the state. Organisations of 
Indians, Métises, Innuits lobby for embody of land and other rights in the laws, preservation 
of language and culture, etc. 

Such significant role of ethnic lobbies in life of the country is quit dangerous, as their 
activity directed on protection of interests of foreign government, which may not coincide 
with national interests of state of abode. But in the other hand, institute of ethnic lobbyism 
may be considered as specific reinforcement and counterbalance system, multidirectional 
strategy of these lobbies ensures pluralism in decision-making process. 

Key words: lobbying, ethnic minorities, ethnic lobbyism, lobby group, British 
Canadians, French Canadians, Indians, Métises, Innuits. 
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