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YacruHa nepura

BYAUHOK Ne 17

CXiAHHUN BITEP

Axuio BM xoueTe 3HaWTH BuinHeBy Bynuuky,
MPOCTICIHBKO pO3NUTaiTe Tyau mopory y Perymiosainb-
HMKa Ha nepexpecTi. BiH Tpoxu 3cyHe Habik 1iojoma,
3a4yYMJIMBO MOYYXa€ MOTHUJIMLIO, a TOAI HACTABUTb Y TOMU
0iK 3MOPOBEHHHUI Tajielb CBOEI PYKHU Yy BeUKii Oimii
pPYKaBHMULi i CKaxe:

— CrnoyarkKy TIpaBOpyY, MOTIiM JIiBOpy4Y, TOAi 3HOB
onpasy npaBopy4 — i Bu TaM. lllacnuBo!

I cnipaBmi, KoM BU HTUMETE TOYHICIHbKO, K BiH
CKa3aB, TO HEOAMiHHO OMMWHUTECh TaM — SIKpa3 Iocepexn
BuwineBoi Bynnuku: no oguH 6iK TATHYTbCS OYOIMHKH,
no apyrui 6ik — Ilapk, a mocepeAuHi Haye 4O TAHLIO
CTaJIM BUILLH.

I xonu Bu wykarumere bynmnHok Homep CimHuan-
usiTh, a, MabyTb-TaKu, LIYKaTUMETE, 60O NMpPO HBOTO YCs
ousl KHUXKa, — TO AyXe Jierko roro 3Haiigere. [lo-nep-
e, e HalMeHIui 6yaIMHOK Ha BClo Bynnuky. A Kpim
TOTO, BiH €AMHUUN Tpoxu obaynaHu, i Horo 6 Tpebda no-
(apOysaTu.

Ane Micrep BeHkc, #oro rocrnojap, 3asiBUB CBOiM
IpYyXHHi, Micic beHkc, — Hexali, MOBJISIB, BUOMpae: abo
rapHeHbKHUH, YNCTUI, 3aTULIHUHA OyAUHOK, a00 YETBEPO
airert. Te il apyre 3apa3oM BiH He TMOTSATHE.

I wicic benkc, rapasg oOMipKyBaBlIM CIpaBy,
BUpillIKIA, IO BXE Kpalle Hexail y Hei Oyme ii [IxeiiH,
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crapuicHbKa, i Maitkn, Tpoxu Mosoaiuii, i JIXoH 3
bap6apoio, bausHsita — HalMeH1i.

Otak BOHO i1 BUHILIO.

Ocp yomy poanHa beHkciB ocenunacs B byanHKy
Howmep CimHanusTs, pa3oM 3 Micic bpir, wo Bapuia iM
ictu, i 3 Eiin, wo nogasana oo croay, i 3 PobeprcoHoM
EeMm, 110 migcTpuras ra3oH, YUCTUB HOXIi il YEpEBUKH i,
SIK 3aBXIOM KazaB Mictep beHkKc, «MapHyBaB CBiif 4ac i
MOI1 IpoLli».

i, kpim Hux ycix, 6yna we HaHbka Keri, npo sKy,
npaBay Kaxyud, He roauyiocss O i 3ragyBaTd B Lii
KHMXLi, 00 caMe Todi, KOJIM MOYUHAETHLCS MOS pPO3-
MoBiAb, HAHbKA NOKUHYJa bynnHok HoMep CiMHanUATS.

— [Miwna cobi, Hikoro He nonepenuBiuu. Lo x MeHi
Tenep pooutn? — Gigkanacs Micic beHkc.

— JlaTh OTOJIOLIEHHS B rasety, Jiloba Mosi, — 00i3-
BaBcsl MicTep BeHKC, B3yBalOuMCh Y YEPEBUKHU. — | XOTIB
6u s, wob iwe i Pobeprcon Eit miwioB cobi, HIKOro He
noriepeanBilv, 60 BiH 3HOB MOYUCTUB TiJILKM OAUH 4e-
pEeBUK, a 10 APYroro i majbueM He TOpKHyBcsa. Jlonn
MOXYTb MOayMaTH, HiOM s ayXe onHOOOKHIA!
~ — Hy, ue Bxe TaKi npibHHui! — cKasana Micic BeHKe. —
I TM He nopaaus, 10 MeHI poOUTH 3 HAHbKOIO KeTi.

— He 3Ha10, IK TM MOXEII LIOCh i3 HEIO 3pOOUTH,
KOJIM 11 HeMae, — BinmoBiB Mictep beHkc. — Axkbu ue
OyB 51, TOOTO, IKOM 51 OYB Ha TBOEMY MicClli, s mocjian
6u Koroch y «PaHKOBY ra3eTy» gaTH OTOJIOLLIEHHS, 11O
JxelH, i Maiikiosi, i [IxoHoBi,  bapbapi beHkc (He
KaXy4yMd BXE NpO IXHIO MaTip) mMOTpiOHa gxHaWKpalua
HSIHbKA 3a SIKHaWMEHIy miaty i HeraiHo. Tomi moue-
KaB OM TPOXM i MoyaB AIMBUTHUCDH, IK HSIHbKU CTAlOTh Y
yepry il Hauolo XBipTKOW0, i 6yB OM Ha HMUX AyXe
CEePAMTHM, 1110 BOHHW 3aTPUMYIOTh BYJMYHHUI pyX i MEHI
yepe3 HUX OOBENEThbCS OaTW LWHWAIHT PerynioBajibHU-
KOBIi 3a KJIOMIT. A Tenep s Mywy WTH. Y-y-yXx, Hy Ta 1
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xononioka, MoB Ha [liBHiuHOMy noJjroci! 3BiZKH Xou
BiTep?

3 uMMHU croBaMu Mictep BeHKC BUCTpOMMB TOJIOBY Y
BiKHO i monuBUBCSl Ha OyaMHOK AnMipana byma Ha poa3i
Bynuuku. To 0yB HailnmokasHiluui OyIMHOK Ha BCIO BY-
JIMYKY, i BOHA CTpax IMUIuajacsi HUM, 00 BiH Ha BUITISL
OyB TOUHICIHBKO MOB KOpabesb. Y caigky nepen OyaHMH-
KOM CTOSiNa 1LOria 3 MparnopoM, a Ha Aaxy MOo30JIOYEHUI
orep, 00pucamMy CXOXHUI Ha TENECKOIL.

— ¥Yx! — cka3aB Mmicrep beHKC, Mepluiii BTITHYBIUU
roJIOBY B KiMHaTy. — AIMipaJjiiB TE€JIECKOMN TMOKa3ye, 1O
BiTep cximHuil. A Tak i nmymaB. XOJOAMCBHKO IO KiCTOK
niimae! OnarHycs s, MabyTh, y IBOE MaJIbT.

| BiH HeyBaXKHO MOLITyBaB APYXXMHY JeCh Oifisg HoOca,
nomaxas pykolo niTBopi it nogaBcs B CiTi.

A CiTi, — #iTH L€ YyI0BO 3HaMU, — OYJIO Take Miclie,
Kyau wMicrep BeHKC XOOMB WIOAHSI, 3BUYAWHO, KpiM
Heauli i CBAT, CiaB TaM y BENMKE KpiClO 3a BEJIMKUM
CTini po6bus rpouwi. LliniciHbKUI neHb, He MOKJa-
JAl04YY PyK, BUPI3yBaB BiH NMEHCH i LLIUJIIHTU, MiBKPOHO-
BUKHU | TPUNECHCOBUKU. BiH MPUHOCHUB iX JOOOMY B He-
BEJIMUKOMY YOpHOMY nopTdeni i iHOIiI JaBaB sIKy MOHE-
Ty H>XeHH i MaikioBi, 1100 KUHYJM Yy CBOIO CKapOHUY-
Ky, a SIK HE MaB 4Oro JaTu, TO Ka3as:

— baHk sycHys.

| miTm po3yminu, 1O TOro JHS TaTO BHUpi3aB OyXe
MaJjio Tpoulet.

Otox Mictep BeHKC millOB i3 1OMY, B3SIBLIM CBOFO
yopHoro mnoptgens, a Micic beHkc nopanacss 10
BiTaJIbHi, Cijla HAa KaHaMi i LKA JeHb NUcaja JUCTH J0
raszer, Mpoxalouu SIKHaAWIIBUIUIE TIPUCIATU OEeKUIbKOX
HSIHbOK, OO BOHMU 1/ HeraiHoO ToTpiOHI; a Haropi, B u-
TS4ik KiMHaTi, JXelH i3 MalKiIoOM OUBUIIMCS Y BiKHO,
LiKaBi MOOAYMTH, XTO X TO 10 HUX Tipuiine. it panminu,
1o HsaHbka KeTti miuma cobi, 60 BOHM ii He JIIOOWIH.
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Bona Oyna crapa # miagka, i Bil HEl 3aBXIHU TXHYJIO
SSTYMIHHUM BMBapoOM — HMM BOHa JiikyBajiacsi. KoxHa
iHIIA HSIHbKA yce-Taku Oyae Kpailla 3a HaHbKy Keri, ny-
MaJIM [iTH, a MOXe, 1e i 6araro Kpauia.

Konu neHp yxe mouyaB XOBaTHUCSI Kyauch 3a [lapk,
Mmicic bputn i Enin mpuitinu gatv JxeiH i Maikiosi
BEUEPSATH M BUKYMAaTyU BAM3HAT.

A micnst Bevepi JxeiH i3 Maiikjiiom mocimanu 6iis
BiKHa, BUIIsigaloun Mictepa beHkca i ciyxaiouu, sK
CXiHMM BiTEp LUYMUTh MLX FOJIMM TiJUISIM BULIEHBb y By-
anuui. JlepeBa Tak HarMHAIMChL i BUKPYYyBaJIUCh, L0 B
CYTiHKaX 3/1aBajioCsl, HiOM BOHM 300XEBOJIJIM i caMi BU-
PUBAIOTh i3 3eMJIi CBOE KOPiHHSI.

— OH BiH! — panToM BUIYKHYB Maiki, mokasylouu
Ha SIKyCh MOCTaTh, 110 HECTIOAiBaHO Haye BUpOCia nmepen
XBipTKOI10.

JXeHH HanpyXeHO BAMBIISINAACS Y 3TyClli CYTiHKH.

— Hi, ue He TaTo, — cka3ana BoHa. — He BiH.

[TocTaTh yHM3y, 3rMHAIOUMCh Mif BiTPOM, HATMCHYJA
Ha KJISIMKY XBipTKM ¥ BifuMHMAA 11, — 1 TOAI OiTH nodayu-
JiK, 1o TO Oyna xiHka. OnHi€l0 PyKOIO BOHA MPUTPHUMY-
Bajla Ha TOJIOBI KameNIolIOK, a B JPYTrid Hecia CyMKY.
[ Bpa3z dxeiH i Maiikii, 110 HE CIYCKaJIM 3 XiHKH O4YeH,
nodayniv WOCh AMBOBMXHE. TiIbKM-HO XiHKa OMMHMIIA-
Csl MO LcH OIK XBipTKM, ii HiOM BITPOM MiAKMHYJIO Bropy i
noHecno 10 bynuHky. Tak HeHaye i mepes TUM ii 10 Opa-
MU MPHUHIC BITEp, MOYEKaB, MOKU BOHA BITYMHHUTH XBIpTKY,
a TOi 3HOB MIAXOMMB 3 yCiM, 1110 BOHA HECNa, i MOCTABUB
nepen asepyvma bynunky. Hagsopi woch rpumHyino, i by-
JMHOK aX 3aapwKaB, KOJIM BOHA ONMyCTWIACs AOHOIY.

— Oii-oii-oit! Takoro g e HiIKOJM He OayuB! —
CKpUKHYB Maiki.

— XogimM moguBMMOCS, XTO Lie! — ckasana JIKeiH,
yxonuia Maiikna 3a pyky i yepe3 yCio KiMHaTy MoTsria
AOro Ha CXoiu.
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3BiOTH BOHM 3aBXIHU IMUBHIIMCH, IO IiSINOCS BHHU3Y.

Livoro pa3y miTv moGauuiu, 1O 3 BiTajbHi BMiLIIA
MaTH, a CJiOOM 3a Helo He3HailoMma XiHka. JIXkeiH 3
MaiiKiioM yrasimiiiv, 1o B Hel OJIMCKy4Ye YOpHE BOJIOCCS
(«Haue B mepeB’siHOI NsLIBKW», — TIpowenoTina JAxeiH),
i 110 BOHA CTPYHKA, PYKU M HOTM B HCi BEJUKi, a Ma-
JIEHBKI OYl CMHI ¥ NMPOHUKIIMBI.

— Bu nmoGauure, 1110 BOHU OYyX€ CJaBHi HiTH, — Ka-
3aia micic beHkc.

Maiixn wtoBXxHYB JIXXKeHH AikTeM 1mia OiK.

— 3 HUMU He Oyne HisIKOi MOpPOKHM, — BeJia JaM Micic
benkc, He nyXe BMEBHEHO, HiOM cama He Bipwia B Te€,
IO Ka3aja.

JiTaM mnouynocsi, HEeMOBOM He3HailloMa TIUPXHYIA,
Haue ¥ BOHA TaKOX He IOBipMIa.

— Hy a miono pexoMennauii... — Kka3ana Micic beHkc.

— O, 51 B3471a 3a paBUIO OOXOIUTHCS 6€3 PCKOMEH -
Jalii, — TBepHO NMPOMOBMIIA HEe3HaloMa.

Micic BeHkc croporrina.

— Arne X, s rajana, Tak 3aBeICHO, — rnoyajla BOHa. —
To06T0... Tak yci poOnsThb.

— Jlyxe cTapOMOIOHMI 3BUYAil, sIK HA MEHE, — NOoYy-
nu JIxeiH 3 Maiiknom cyBopwuii ronoc. — dyxe. Mox-
Ha CKas3aTu, YKpail 3acTtapinui.

A, o6 BM 3Hanu, Micic BeHKc cTpax He mobuna
3naBaTucs 3acrapinoio. [lpoctro tepniTh He Morna.

— Hy, rapa3n. bBaiinyxe npo Ti pckoMeHAawii.
S npocro cnurama, 60, MOXe, BH... €e-¢-C... caMi O Xo-
TUH... JIUTsiua KiMHaTa Haropi.

| BOHa pymusia 00 CXOliB, Hi HA MUTh HE 3MOBKAalO-
yu. TUM-TO BOHA M HE MOMITHJIa TOTO, 1O POOMIOCH B
Hel 3a cnuHolo. 3are JxenH 3 MaiikiioM nobpe 6auyuiau
3ropu, SIKy HeuyBaHY ILUTYKY BTHyJla He3HalioMa.

3BMYaiiHO, BOHA ITiAHSANACS CXOJaMM HAropy Cii-
JIoM 3a Mmicic beHkc, ane 30BciM He Tak, SIK YCi JIIOOH.
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3 BeIMYE3HOI0 CYMKOI0 B pyKaX BOHa JIET€CEHLKO...
BMiXaJla Haropy ropy4ysiM CXOAiB i ONMUHMJIACS Mil ABE-
puma [utga4oi oxHouyacHo 3 Micic benkc. Takoro, —
JIxeiH i Maiki ue TBepIo 3HaJiM, — 1€ HiKOMY He MO-
wactuno 3podutn. CnycTUTMCA — iHWA piy, BOHU U
caMi He pa3 CnycKajucs TNopydyysiM. Ajie 100 Haropy
BMiXaTHU — Hi, HiKOJH!

BoHu 3auynoBaHO AMBWIMCS Ha HE3HAWMOMY TOCTIO.

— OTXe, MU 3 BaMM IOMOBMJIMCSI, — CKa3aja IXHf
MaTH 1 TTOJNIErieHo 3iTXHYyJIA.

— Maiixe. Hacrtiibku MEHe BJaLUTOBYBaTUME, —
NMPOMOBUWJIa HE3HAKOMa, BTEpIIM HOCAa BEJIMKOIO OapBU-
CTOI0 XYCTHHOIO.

— Hy, nitm, — cka3ana Micic beHkc, panTom
noMituBiuuM JXxeiH i Maikna, — o Bu TyT pooute? Lle
Bawia HAHs Mepi [lonminc. [AxeiH, Maiikiie, npusiTaii-
Tecsl. A Lie, — BOHA ToKa3ajla Ha MaJAT y JiibKeyKax, —
bausHsra.

Mepi IlonniHc NpuUCKIIIMBO PO3AMBISIIACS IiTEH,
MepeBOASTYM TIOMJISIA 3 OJHOTO Ha ApYyre, Hauye 3BaXKyBa-
Jla, nono6aoThCs BOHM 14 YK Hi.

— Mu Bac BnamiToByeMo? — cnuraB Maiiki.

— Maiikie, He OyAb HE4YeMOlo, — 3acTeperyia MaTH.
Mepi [IlonmiHc yce posrasgaana AiTed OONMUTIUBUMU
ourMMa. Hapewti ronocHo BTsiria B cebe MOBITPs, HiOU
Ha O3HaKy TOro, 10 BOHa Bce 3BaXWJa, i cKasaia:

— S 3anmuuycsa y Bac.

— Ckasaja TakK, — po3MoBifaja 3rouoM Micic beHkc
YOJIOBIiKOBI, — HayeO 3poOujia HaM OH Ky JIACKY.

— A MoXe, i 3pobuna, — ckaszaB Mmictep beHkc, Ha
MUTh BUTKHYBILM HOCa 3-3a ra3eTH i oapasy X 3HOB CXO-
BaBLUU.

Konu matu miuwta, JxeiH 3 MaitkioM O04YKOM-
ooukoM mimiiwnan omvxye mo Mepi IlonniHc, sika Bce
CTOsJIa MOB YKOMNaHa, 3rOPHYBLUM Ha IPYOsiX PyKU.
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— Ak Bu npuiuuin? — cnurana [IxeuH. — Bac Tak
HEHaue BITPOM MPHUHECIO.

— BiTpoM e, — KOpoTKO BiANOBiJla HE3HalloMa.

[TotiMm po3morana 3 wMi wapg, CKUHYyMA Karemio-
1IOK | MOYenua Ha pixXoK JiXkKa.

BoHna HiOM He 30upanach Oiiblue HIYOro KaszaTH,
TIJIbKY 4yac Bia yacy nupxana. Tomy i [IXeiH He o3uBa-
nacs. Ta konu Mepi [lonniHc Haxununacs, wob po3mna-
KyBaTHh CyMKYy, Maiikin He BTEpIiB:

— Slka yynHa cymka! — ckasaB BiH.

— Kunum! — nosgcuuna Mepi [lonniHc, BcTaBasioun
KJIIOYHMKa B 3aMOK.

— To B Hilt — KWJIUM?

— Hi, BoHa — 3 Kunuma.

— A, po3yMiw, — cKazaB Maiikji, Xo4y Hacrpasii
HIYOTO HE PO3YMIiB.

Tum yacoM cyMKy BXe Oysi0 pO3KpPUTO — i JiTH 30U-
BOBAHO MNMOOAYMM, 110 BOHA MOPOXHICIHbKA.

— O! — BumoBuna dxeiH. — Ta TaM HiYoro HeMmae!

— Slk-T0 — Hivoro Hemae? — obypunacsa Mepi [lon-
niHC, HiOM 11 oOpasunu. — OTXe, HiYoro Hemae?

| 3 UMMM cnOBaMM BOHa BUTSII/IA 3 TIOPOXHICIHBKOI
CYMKM HakpoxMaieHuil Oinmit dapTyx 1 nos’si3anach
HWM, Jaji BUMHSNA BCIMKUI LIMATOK TyaJieTHOrO MUJA,
1o Hasupanocsi «CoHsiuHe», 3yOHY LITOYKY, MaKeTHMK
WNUIBbOK IS Kic, TUISALIeYKY mnapdyMmiB, HeBEJIUYKUH
PO3KJIaAHUM CTUJILYMK i KOpOOOUKY M’ATHUX TabJIETOK.

JIxeitH 1 Maiikia TiJibKM OUBUIHCS.

— Amxe X s 6auuB! — npowenotiB Maiki. — A x
0auuB, TaM Hiyoro He OyJio!

— Uc-c-¢! — untbHyna [xeiH, 60 came Toai Mepi
[MonniHc aicTana 3 CyMKM 310pOBEHHY IUISLIKY 3 Hanu-
coM: «BxuBaTu no ualHi# Jioxui nepea cHom». 1o
sk Oyna npuB’g3aHa noxka. Mepi IonniHc Hanu-
Jia B JIOXKY YEPBOHOI PiAMHU 3 TUISIUKH.

14
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~— e Bawi Jiku? — cnutaB Maiiki 3 BEJIMKOIO
LiKaBICTIO.

— Hi, Bawi, — Bianosina Mepi [lonmniHc, npocTsra-
IOYM HIOMY JIOXKY. )

Maiixn croponiB. Tomi 3akpyTuB HocoM. | mouan
MpOTECTYBATH:

— 4 He xouy! MeHi He Tpeb6a! A He Oymy!

AJie BOHa He cryckajia 3 HbOTo ovel, i Maikn parn-
TOM 30ardyB, WO He MOXHa auBuTHCA Ha Mepi [lomn-
[IiHC i HE CKOPUTHUCH 1i. Y Hiih OyJio 110Ch Take, — 4yl-
He i He3po3yMisie, — 1o ToOi poduiocs i cTpalHo, i
3apa3oM UikaBo. Jloxxka npucyHynachk we o6nvxue. BiH
3aTaMyBaB TIOIMX, 3alUTIOIUMB O4Yi W pO335BMB pOTa.
| BimuyB ka3koBuit cmak. [loBoauB SI3MKOM, KOBTHYB, —
1 MO0 oro obJiny4i po3nuiach 1ACiAMBa YCMilLIKa.

— CyHHMYHe MOpO3MBO! — BUTYKHYB BiH Yy 3axBaTi. —
A xouy ue!

Ane Mepi [lonmniHc Tak camMO MOBaXHO yXe HajMBa-
Ja 3 muswku oaa ke, Lboro pa3dy pinnHa B JI0XLi
Oyna cpibasiCTO-XKOBTO-3¢eHa. [IXXeUH BUNIMIIA.

— JIuMOHHMI CciK i3 yKpoM! — cKa3ajia BOHa, Jlaco
00NU3YIOUHCD.

Asie konu Mepi [lonmiHc 3 MUISWIKOIO B pyKaX CTyI-
Hyna 1o bivsuar, kel Tak i KHHy1ach 00 Hei.

— O, Oynp nmacka, He Tpe6a! Bonu we mManeHski! Im
3aBaauts! bynb nacka, He Tpeba!

Ane Mepi [lonmiHc pobGuna cBoe. BoHa Tinbku
TPi3HO, 3aCTepeXUIMBO IJigHyJa Ha [XeiH i HacTaBuia
J0OXKY I)KOHOBI 10 poTka. BiH KOBTHYB, aX 3aTpyCHB-
csl. 3 JIOXKM TPOXM KarHYyJIO XJIOM'ATi Ha TFPyOHUYOK, i
IxeiH 3 MaikjioMm no6ayminu, wo To Moaoko. Hapeuwrri
yepra gidwna no bap6apu, i BOHa KOBTHyJMa INMUTBO U
JIBiYi OOJIM3HYJA JIOXKY.

A HaoctaHky Mepi [lonniHc 3HOB Hanwia B JIOXKY
PiIMHM i YPOUUCTO BUIIMJIA caMa.
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— [lyHw i3 poMoM, — cKasaja BOHA, MPULIMOKHYB-
LM, ¥ 3aTKHyJA IJISIIUKY.

Y [dxeitH 3 MaitknoM ax o4i nmosi3au Ha jioba 3 au-
Ba, aje JOBro AMBYBaTUCh IM He AoBenocsi, 60 Mepi
[TonmiHC, MOCTaBMBIUM YapoOdiiiHy IUISIIKY Ha KaMiH,
o0epHynacs 10 HUX.

— Hy, — ckasayia BoHa, — a Temep raina B JiXKO!

| 3axoaunacs ix posmsiratu. JXeiH 3 MalkjioM no-
CTEpErJIM, UI0 BCi YMCTO rayeyku W TyA3UYKH, 3 SKUMU
HsAHBKa KeTi Mana CTibKM KJIOIMOTY, TEIep HEMOB CaMi
co0010 po3JliTANUCS, TUTBKU-HO Ha HUX NagaB TOrisn
Mepi [MTonninc. He MyuHyn0 ¥ XBWIMHM, a OiTH BXE Jie-
Xanu B JiXkax i guBwimcs, sk Mepi [lonniHc mipu
ThbMSIHOMY CBIiTJIi HIYHMKA BUMMAE pelITy CBOro MaifHa 3
cymKku. BoHa BuTsiria ciM 0ailkOoBMX HIYHMX COPOYOK,
YOTUPU CHUTLIEBMX, KOPOOKY AOMiHO, ABI KynajbHi I1la-
MOYKHU i aTb0OM 3 JTUCTIBKAaMM. A HanpuKiHLI JicTajia 3
CYMKHW PpO3KJamgHE JiXKO 3 HPOCTHPAMLIOM i TYyXOBOK
KOBIPOIO 3BEPXY 1 MOCTaBWIA MiX JixeukamMu J>)KoHa #
bapb6apu.

HdxeitH i Maikn cuaiid KOXHE y CBOEMY JiXKY,
noOpaBIIMCh 3a PYKM, i TiJIbKM JOMBUJIMCH Ha BCE Te.
Yce Oyyno Take HecroaiBaHe, IO O0O€ 3aHIMiau 3 OM-
Ba. OgHe BOHM 3Hanu TBepao: B byamHky Howmep
CiMHanuaTe no BuiiHesiit Bynuui crajnocs uiock He-
oyBaJie.

Mepi [lonmniHc, HAKMHYBILIMY Ha TOJIOBY OIHY 3 CeMU
0aliKOBUX HIYHUX COPOYOK, 3aXOAMJacs Mid HEl po3asi-
raTMCh, Haue niag HametoM. Maiikii, 30BCiM 3a4yapoBaHUM
LIi€I0 HOBOKO HECMOMiBaHKOIO, CITUTaB:

— Mepi [lonmiHc, BM HAC HIKOJIY HE NMTOKMUHETE, ere X?

3-1ia HIiYHOI COPOYKM HE IMOYYJIOCh HisIKOI BiATIOBIl.
Maiikyi He Mir 3 LIUM 3MUPUTUCS.

— Bu X He nmokuHeTe Hac, Hi? — cTypOoBaHO nepe-
TIMTaB BiH 1UE pa3.
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lonoBa Mepi [lonnmiHC BUpHMHYJA 3-ITi COPOUKH.
Hsanbka 3maBanacs ayxe CepaUTOIO.

— llle omHe c/OBO 3 LILOrO KyTKa, — TPi3HO MOBWJIA
BOHA, — i 51 TyKHY noJiuito!

— S TiTbKM XOTIB cCKasaTru, — Hepillyye O3BaBCs
Maiikn, — MU... MM CNIOAIBAEMOCS, IO BM HE MiAETE Bil
Hac TakK 0ﬂpa3y‘7 — BiH 306eHTeXUBCS ¥ 3aMOBK.

Mepi [MonmiHC MOBYUKM Mipsia oyuMa TO MOTO, TO
JIxeiH. | KiHeup KiHIEM TiIbKM MUPXHYJA.

— [1poOyny, noku BiTep 3MIHUTBCS, — TiJIBKM W CKa-
3aJla BOHa, AMYXHYJIa Ha CBIYKY ¥ Jisiria B CBO€E JIiXKO.

— Hy, 1o Bce rapasa, — npoMoBUB Maiikil 44 caM 10
cebe, un no IxeiH. -

Ta JIxeiH Horo He uyna. BoHa aymana npo Te, Lo
CTaJ10Cs, | HIIK HEe MOIJIa HaAMBYBATUCh...

Otak Mepi [lonniHc ocenunacsa B byanHky HOMep
CiMHanuatb no Buwxesii Bynanuui.

I, xoua iHKOMM HEXTO 3 }1OTO MELIKAHLIB HULIKOM
3iTXaB, 3ragylouM 3BHYAMHE THUXE XXUTTS YaciB HSIHBKU
Keri, npore, 3arajoM, yci BOHW paiinv, WO 3’sBHJIACH
Mcpi Monniuxc.

Micrep beHkc paniB, WO BOHA MpuilUIa, HE CNHU-
HUBLUM BYJIMYHOTO PyXy, i He JOBejocs naBaTu Peryiio-
BaJIbLHUKOBI LWWWIIHT 3a KjoniT. Micic beHnkc pagina, 60
Majla Haroay rnepej KOXHHUM IMOXBaJIUTUCH: MOBJSIB, Y i1
AiTEN HAHLKA Taka MEpPeaoBa, 110 He BU3HAE PEKOMEH-
Jauii. Micic bpinn 3 Enin paainu, 60 Tenep iM MoXxHa
Oyn0 OHSAMU NMUTH B KyXHi 4ail 3 BEIMKMUX YalOK i He
MOPOUYMTH COOi ros0BM Beuepelo B Jutauiit. | PobepT-
coH Ei paniB. bo B Mepi [lonniHc Oynu TinbKKM OfHI ye-
PEBMKH, | BOHA YUCTUNZ iX Cama.

AJle HIXTO HC 3HaB, 110 Aymaja npo ue cama Mepi
[TonniHc, 60 BOHa HIKOAM HIKOMY HIiUYOro He po3-
nosizana.
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CMIIIMWJIbHHUHA TA3

— A BiH Oyzne noma, 6yae, oyne? — cnurana JIxeiH, Ko-
1 BOHM 3 Maiikiom i Mepi [MonniHe BuituLn 3 aBTOOYCA.

— A 4K TM Tafa€uwl — 4Yu MOIMpPOCUB OU Miil ASObKO
MPUBECTH Bac OO cebe Ha yail, 9KkObu caM 30upaBcs OeCh
itn? — npomosuna Mepi [lonniHc, BuopumMo obpaxeHa
MUTaHHAM JIXeitH.

BoHa OGyna B CHHbOMY MabTi 3 CPIOHMMM T'ya3uUuKa-
MHU i B CHHBOMY X KarleJIoLIKY i KOdip TajnbTa, a B Ti
JIHi, KOJM BOHA TaK onsranacsi, oopasuTu il Oyno Haii-
JieTile B CBITi.

Yci Tpoe ituutu B roctuHy o nsabka Mepi [TonmiHe
mictepa [lepyka, i JxeiH 3 MalkioMm Tak JOBro yeka-
JIN L€l moaii, 1O Tenep CTPalleHHO MOTePNau: aHy X
He 3acTaHyTb MicTepa [lepyka noma?

— Yowmy #oro 3Batu mictep [lepyk? Y HboOro Ha ro-
noBi nepyka? — cnurap Maiki.

— Horo 3BaTu mictep [lepyk, 60 Take y HbOTO Ipi3BHU-
we. | HeMa B HBOTO Ha roJIOBi MEPYKM, Y HBOTO Ha roJIoBi
AMCcHHa, — ckasana Mepi [Nonnixc. — | konau g nouyto e
Oopait OfHC 3aMUTaHHS, MM 3apa3 Xe BEPHEMOCh NOAOMY.

| BOHa nupxHyna, gK 3aBXIM, KoJK OyBajia HEeBOO-
BosieHa. [IxeiH 1 Maiki ccpouto rnepce3upHyancs. Bo-
HY HiOM Ka3ajiM OJHE OOHOMY:

— Hi npo wo 6inpwie ii He nuTai, 60 MU TakK i HeE
MoTpanuMo Tyau!

Ha po3i nepen TioTIoHOBOO KpaMHuleo Mepi [lor-
MiHC TMOMpaBMJia KanealoWoK Ha royioBi. BiTpuHa y wii
KpaMHMLIi Oyna 3 TUX, L0 poOJISTH 3 OOHIET JIOAMHU aX
TPM, TaK LU0 KiHElUb KiHUEM TOOiI MOYMHaNo 34aBaTHCh,
HiOM T — L€ HE T, a LUK TypT iHLLIKWX Jdodei. A npo-
te Mepi [lonmiHCc 3iTxHyna 3 yTixy, NobGayuBUIN Y
BITPMHI aX TPU BJIACHMX IOCTATi BiApa3y, KOXHY B CH-
HBOMY TaIbTI 3 CPiOHUMM TYyA3MYKAMM i B CHHBOMY X
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KamnemolKy nig konip nanbra. JuBUTHCH HA HUX Mepi
[TonniHc 6ys10 Tak NMPUEMHO, WO BOHAa 6 XOTina, abu y
BITPMHI BioZOMBanoCs 3 AECSATOK a UM ¥ TpH AeCATKU Me-
pi IlonmiHc. Lo Ginblue, To Kpatue.

— XomiMo BXe, — cKa3zajla BOHa CyBOpO, TaK Haue 11
BOHM 11 TYT 3a0apuu.

Bci Tpoe 3BEpHYNM 3a pir i OCb YK€ CMHUKHYIU 3a
IWIHYPOK A3BiHKA Ha ABEPSIX OYIMHKY HOMEDP TPH MO BY-
auui PoGeprcona. [IxeitH 3 MalkioM mnouynm, SiK
[N3BIHOK NMPUIIYLIEHO 3aJlyHaB ECh Y MUOUHI OYAUHKY,
W Tenep yxe Oy/aM NeBHi, 110 3a IKKXOCh OOHY-IBi XBU-
JIMHW BOHM CSOyTb MUTH Yail mopyd i3 AsiabkoM Mepi
[TonniHc Mictepom Ilepykom.

— 3BiCHO, SKIIO BiH yAoMa, — TMOIUENKH cKa3aja
JxeitH go Maiikia.

Tiei X MUTI OBepi BIZTUMHUIMCS, i TOCTI NMOOAYMIU
nepen cob010 XyaOpJsiBy, HE IY>XXE MPUBITHY XiHKY.

— Bin moma? — BuxonuBscs Mamki.

— 4 6yny TOOI oyXe BAsSIYHA, SIKILIO TH JaCH TOBOpH-
TH MeHi, — npoMoBwWia Mepi [lonniHc, KMHYBIUKM Ha
HbOFO TPI3HUI MOrasm.

— HoOpuit geHb, Micic Ilepyk, — 4eMHO ckasajia
JKeiH.

— Micic Ilepyk! — nigxonuaa cyxopisiBa XiHKa ro-
JIOCOM, llie TOHIUIMM, HiX BOHa cama. — AK TH cMmiell
3BaTu McHe Micic [Tepyk? Hi BXe, KpacHEHBKO ISIKYIO,
s1 co6i Mic [lepciMMOH i nuuaiocst 3 uboro! A To — Micic
[Tepyk! Liporo uie 6pakyBano!

Bona, 3gaBanocs, 6yJa ayxe obpaxeHa, i IiTH Moay-
Manu, wo, MabyTtb, Mictep [lepyk siKkuiich IMBaK, KOJHU
mic IlepciMMOH Tax TilLMUTBCS, 110 BoHA He Micic [lepyk.

— Haropy, nepwi aBepi, — OypkHyaa wmic [lepcim-
MOH i KMHYJacsl KOPUIOPOM reTb, 3Hait 0OypeHO Tpu-
MOBJISIIOYH TOHKHUM, TMHUCKJIMBUM TOJIOCOM:

— lporo e Opakysano! Micic [lepyk!
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IxeitH 3 Maiikiom minim 3a Mepi IlonniHc Ha
npyruit nosepx. Mepi [lonmiHc nocTykama B replii
[Bepi.

— 3axoaeTe, 3axonbre! JlackaBo mpoly! — nmovyscs 3
KiMHATH TYYHMH BeceJIMit rojoc.

Cepue HxXCitH Bim XBWIIOBaHHS 3acTpubajio B rpy-
Is1X.

— Bin yooma! — BMpa3HO miIsiHy/la BoHa Ha Maiikia.

Mepi TlonniHc BimYMHWIA ABEpi ¥ MiOLITOBXHYJA
nmitcit ynepen. BoHM onuHMIMChL y BEIMKIi, NPUBITHIN
KiMHaTi. Y KyTKy SICHO ropiB KaMiH, a MOCEPEINHi CTO-
SIB 3JOPOBEHHMI CTiJl, HAKPUTHI O 4al0: YOTUPM yYalll-
KM 3 OoausiMu, cCTOCMK OyTtepOponiB, OyJIOUYKH, KOKO-
COBi TicTeuKa i BEJIMKHI CIMBOBMM THPIr 3 POXEBOIO
MOJIMBOIO.

— Hy, oue-To cnpapni pamicTs! — NMpUBITaB iX TOMH
XE TakM ry4Huii rojoc, i JxeiH 3 MalKiOM O3UpHY-
JIMCb MO KiMHAaTi, WyKalouu rocrnoaapsi. Ta Moro Hime
He Oyno BUAOHO. Y KiMHaTi Haye6TOo He Oyio aHi-
KoriciHbKo. | Bpa3 niti nouynau, sik Mepi [lonniHc cep-
IHUTO cKasaja:

— Ox, msapky Anboepre! By 3HOBY 3a cBo€! CbO—
roIHi X He JIeHb BAlllOro HApoOIXKEHHSsI, NpaBaa?

Kaxyun e, BoHa AMBMJacs Ha creo. JXeiH 3
Maiikyiom i cobi rnsiHyM Bropy i, Ha NpeBeIUKHUI CBiM
NMOAWB, MOOAUYMAN KPYIJIEHhKOr0, TOBCTOTO, JIMCOTO MO-
O6pomisi, 110 BMCIB Y TOBITPi, Hi 3a Billl0 HE TPMMAIOUMCh.
IllonpaBaa, BiH HIOMTO HE MMPOCTO BMCIB, a, 31ABAJIOCH,
CHIIB Ha noBiTpi, 60 neperuliB HOrM i, KOJM TOCTI
yBIilLIM, caMe BigknaB HabiK rasery, siKy, reBHO, Nepen
MM YHTaB.

— JI1o6a mMos1, — npoMoBUB MicTep [lepyk, yCMiXHYB-
IWKCh A0 AiTed i BUHyBaTo nuBiasiuuch Ha Mepi [lon-
IiHC, — MEHI CTpalleHHO WIKOJa, Ta, 30AEThCSI, ¥ MEHE
ChOrOAHI TaKM AEHb HAPOMKEHHS.
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— Ox-o0x-ox! — Tinbku i cka3ana Mepi INonmiHc.

— 4 npo ue 3ragaB JMLIE BYOpA Mi3HO yBEYEpi i BXE
HE MIr TMOCJIaTM BaM JIMCTIBKY 3 NPOXaHHSIM HaBigaTHUCS
0 MEHe iHWMM pa3om. CTpallleHHO MpHUKpO, ere Xx? —
BiB BiH H&aji, IMBJIAYUCH YHMU3, Ha XeiH i Maiikna. —
A Gauy, BM HeaOMAK 3aMBOBaHi, — nonas Mictep [lepyk.

[ cipaBni, 060€ miTeit 3 AMBa Tak WMPOKO MOPO33SB-
JIAIM poTH, WO, akO6u wmictep [lepyk O6yB MeHUIMiA, TO
MIir OM HEHapOKOM Y KOTPHICb YCKOYHMTH.

— MalyTh, HIOBEOETbBCA BCE BaM IOSCHUTH, —
criokiitHo ckazaB mictep Ilepyk. — bauurte, piy och y
yomy. A nmoguMHa Becena i ayxe mobmo cMmiaruca. Bu,
MEBHO, M HE TOBIpPUTE, CKUIBKM BCHOrO Ha CBIiTI MEHE
CMIlIUTE. I MOXY CMISITMCS Mailxxe 3 ychOoro, 1io 6auvy,
CJIOBO yecTi!

I, mpomoBuBM e, mictep Mepyk ApiGHO 3acTprbas
yropi — Bil CMiXy, HI0 BIABCs TaKUH BECEMH.

— Hsanbky Ansbepte! — ckazana Mepi [lonmiHce, i
Mmictep [lepyk Bpa3 riepectaB CMisITUCS.

— Ox, npobau, mos atob6a! To npo 1o s roBopun? A,
sragas! | Haiikymenniwa wryka... apasn, Mepi, s He
CMIiSITUMYCh, SIKILIO TUIbKM MEHi TNoluacTuTh. Haiiky-
MEIHille, 10 KOJM Miil OEHb HApPOMKEHHS BUIMANE B
M’SITHMLIIO, TO BXE TOAi Sl TAK perovy, 10 MHOIO ITPOCTO
ninkuaae. Ilpocto niakuaae Bropy, — kasaB mictep Ile-
PYK.

— A yomy?.. — noyana JXciH.

— A yomy?.. — nouaB Maiiki.

— bBauure, siK TUIbKM g 3acMilocsl B I'SITHULIIO, TO
BXe TaK HaOMpalocsl CMilLIMJIbHUM Ta30M, IO MPOCTO He
MOXY BTpMMAaTHCA Ha 3eMJji. HaBiTh KoM 1 BCbOro-Ha-
BCHOTO BCMIXHYC, TO ¥ TOmI T€ caMe... HaBiTb KOJIM
TiJIbKY 3rajaio 1oCh CMILLHE — YMMTb 3JIiTal0, MOB Ha-
IyBHA KyJbKa. | MoKy s He momgyMaro Mnpo 1och cepiios-
He, HifIK He CIyllyCh OOOOMY.
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i micrep IMepyk 3HOB 3aXMXOTiB, aje, MOMITHBLIN
obanyus Mepi [lonmiHc, mepecTaB CMIsITUCS 1 NOBIB
naini: :

— 3BiCHO, L€ HE3pyyHO, aje He CKaxy, W0 He-
NpUEMHO... 3 BaMM Take, MaOyTb, HIKOJIM He Tparuis-
Jock?

ke i Malikst MoxuTtanu roJoBaMHu.

— Hy, neBHo. i Tak i 3HaB. Ma0yTb, L TiIbKU B Me-
He Taka 3BMYKa. SIKOCh, NMPUUILOBIIM 3 LUMPKY, S LI i
HACTYMHOrO JHS TaK peroras, IO — MOBipuTe? — MiACKO-
YuB i MPOOYB Yropi WiMICIHBKMX OBaHAIUATb TOOAUH, HE
CMYCTUBCS, aX INOKMU FOAMHHUK HE BUOWB PIBHO ITiBHIY.
Toni BxXe, 3BiCHO, S Tak 1 JAMHYBCS H0A0JY, 00 X IMovya-
nacs cyborta, i Miit JeHb HapOKEHHS MUHYB. XMMEPHO,
ere x? 1llod He ckazaTu — KymenHo. I cborogHi och BU'
3 Mepi [lonniHc 3aBitany 0 MeHEe B TOCTUHY, i, IK Ha
T€, CbOTOJHI 3HOB M’STHULSA i J€Hb MOr0 HapOIXEHHSs!
Oit nuIIeHBbKO, HE CMillliTh MeHe, Osaraio!..

i xoua JdxcitH 3 MaitkjloM He poBMIIM HiYOTO HyXe
BXE KYMEIHOTO, a TiIbKK NPUTOJIOMILIEHO AMBWINCS Ha
Mmictepa [lepyka, BiH 3HOB I'y4HO 3aperoTaBcs i BiJ CMixy
axk 3acKakaB y IOBITpi 3 ra3eTol0, WO LIEJECTiia Y HbO-
ro B pyui, i 3 OKyaspaMu, LUO JeaBEe TPUMAJIUCh Ha
KiHUMKY HoOca.

Lle 6yno Tak KyMeaHo — OUBUTHUCS, sIK MicTep [lepyk
MiACKaKyBaB i NMepeKUaaBcsl Bropi, MOB HagyBHa KyjbKa
3 pyKaMU i HOraMu, Xarnarl4uchb TO 3a CTeNl0, TO 3a ra-
30By Jamiy, — wo /JxeiH 3 MaikioM, X04 SIK BOHHU
CUJIKYBAJIMCSI TIOBOAUTHUCH TIPUCTOMHO, MPOCTO HE MOIIIU
ctpuMatucs. BoHu 3aperoranuch. Ta sik! BoHu 3 yciei
CUJIM CTUCKYBaJIK Iyou, o0 He BUITYyCTUTH 3 cebe CMixy,
Ta Bce mapma! KiHeup KiHUEM 000€ monaganyu gomaoiay i
TaK i MOKOTUJIUCH MO Mi/I031, 3aXOOYUCH 3 PETOTY.

— Hy, 3HaeTre, — npomoBmia Mepi, [Tonmine. — Hy,
3Ha€Te, Taka IMoBediHKa!..
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— Ox, s He MoXy! 5 He MoXy! — ax cTorHaB Maiiki,
NMIIKOTUBILUUCH 00 KaMiHa. — O, K MeHi cMiHo! Ox,
JIKeiH, 9K MeHI CMILIHO!

IxeitH He Bianmosigana. bo 3 Hewo ckoulacsg AMBHA
wtyka. BoHa Bimuysna, wo Bio CMiXy CTaBajia YMMpas
Jierwia, Tak Hibu B Hei HanomnyBajiu ToBiTps. Lle 6yio
HE3BUYHO M 3apasoM IyXe NMPUEMHO, i Bill LbOTO Lue
IyXKYe XOTUIoCs CMisITUCh. | 3HeHalbKa i1 MiAKUHYIIO
Bropy, i J>xcitH noruiMsiia B NOBITPI.

Maiiki, 3aHiMiBIUM 3 AMBA, TIJIbKM OUBUBCS, SIK BO-
Ha wupse no KimHaTi. Ock, NereHbKO CTYKHYBIUUCH 00
cremo, JXeiH nomnaMsia nin HE, MOKU JicTajacs OO
mictepa [lepyka.

— Orakoi! — BurykHyB Micrep Ilepyk, crpalieHHO
30MBYBaBIIUCL. — UM He Xouelll TU cKasaTu, W0 i y Te-
0¢ ChOTOIHI I€Hb HAPOIKEHHS?

JXeiH nMoKpyTuia rojaoBoio.

— Hi? Hy, To ToOmi TM, neBHe, HaKOBTaJacCh
CMILLIMJIBHOTO ra3dy. AroB, 00E€peXHO, He 3auyenucs 3a
KamiH!

OcTaHHI cjioBa Oyau 3BepHEHI o Maiikia, o He-
CMoAiBaHO MiACKOUYMB Yropy i Tenep LuyraB y NnoBiTpi, 3a-
Xons4uch 3 peroty. Jleab 4epKHyYBIIMCH 00 OPHAMEHT Ha
KaMiHi, BiH MUHYB MOro i OyXHyBCSI NMpOCTO Ha KOJliHa
no micrepa Ilepyka.

— [pusiT! — cka3aB Mictep Ilepyk, rapstue moruc-
HYBILMY HoMy pyKy. — Oue crnpaBiai No-apy>XHbOMY, 11100
s TaK XuB! [TiTHATUCH 1O MEHE Bropy, KOJU s HE MOXY
CITYCTUTHUCS BHU3, — OLIE BOHO!

BoHu 3 MaitkjioM nepe3upHyaucs i Bpa3, 3aKUHYB-
1LiM JOTOPY TONOBU, 3AMIUIMCS 3 CMiXy.

— 3maeTbca MeHi, — ckaszas Micrep [lepyk no IxeiiH, —
TH MOXELH TMPO MEHE MOoAyMaTH, W0 s — HaWHEBUXO-
BaHillla JilonMHa B cBiTi. Taka B MEHE MWIa TOCTs, a g U
JOCi He 3ampocuB i1 cictu. Ha Xxanb, s He Maio TyT Ha-
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MOXBaTi CTUIbLA, ajie, Taaaln, TH WBUIKO MEPEKOHAELICS,
10 Ha MOBITPi AYKE€ 3pYYHO CHUAITH, NMpaBay Kaxy!

JIxeH cita i nepecBigyuWiach, 1LIO CHpaBdi Ha
TMOBITPI CUAUTHCS OyXe HeroraHo. BoHa ckuHyna kamne-
JIIOLLIOK, MOKJana o0iK cede, i BiH 3aBUC TaM 0e3 HisIKOi
OTOpH.

— Orak-o! — cka3zaB Mictep Ilepyk. Toni o6epHyBcs
i mgHyB yHu3 Ha Mepi [lonminc.— Hy, Mepi, Mu po3-
TalyBaJMUCh. AJle X s TypOylocs, AK Ti TaM. Myiy To0i
CKa3aTH, S WACIMBUMN BITaTM CHOTOAHI y CBOIif Ocei Te-
Oe i Moix ManeHbkuX nOpy3iB. Hy, Mepi, Tu cynuuucs...
Twu, neBHO, HE MOXBAJSEILL... €-€-€... YCbOTO 1[bOTO.

BiH Bka3zaB Ha [IxeiH i Maikia i MOKBariMBo Mpo-
MOBHB:

— [IpobGau, Mepi, s106a, ajie X TH 3HAELU, 3i MHOIO
TaKe TparuisleTbesl. | 51 TOGi CKaxy, s # TagKyM He Mas,
WO LUEe mnepeiae Ha MOIX MaJieHbKUX TPUSITENiB, CJIOBO
yecTi, I LbOro He crogiBaBcsi, Mepi! S nymaB, mompo-
Wy iX NMPUUTHU IHIUMM pa3oM, ab0 X npuragal cobi
IOCh CYMHe, a0o0...

— Hy, 3HaeTe, naapKy Anboepre! — ckpuBuiiacs Me-
pi [lonmninc. — A Takoro He 6auyuna 3poay! Ak ue BU B
TaKMX JIiTax...

— Mepi Honninc, Mepi [MommniHc, inite 0o Hac! —
paritom BuxonuBcs Maiiki. — [logymaiTe mpo IIoch
KyMeOHe ¥ caMmi mobayute — lie OyXe Jierko!

— Hawm Tyt 6€3 Bac cymHo! — cka3ana ¥ JIxxeitH, npo-
craratoun 10 Mepi Ilonminc pyku. — [lomymaiite mpo
1LIOCH CMillIHE.

— Ox, Ta iif HaBiTh HEMA B LIbOMY NMOTpeOH, — CKa-
3aB Mictep [lepyk, 3iTXHyBlUIH, — BOHA caMa 3HA€, LIO i
JOCHUThb JIWILIE 3aXOTiTM — i BOHa 3JICTUTb, HAaBIiTh He
YCMiXHYBLUHCD.

I BiH gIKOCH ADMBHO, 3araJkoBO ITOTJISHYB Ha Mepi
[onmiHc, Wwo i xoci CTosia Ha KWIMMKY Tepea KaMiHOM.
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— o x, — cka3zana Mepi [lonniHc, — yce Lie oyxe
HEpPO3YMHO M HE€ CMIllIHO, Ta KOJM BXE€ BHU BCi TaM,
yropi, i, IK 6a4y, HE MOXETE CIYCTUTUCH, OOBEHEThCS
MEHI TEX MIAHATHCS 10 Bac.

| 3 uuMu cnoBaMu, Ha auBo JxeiH i MaikioBi, BO-
Ha ONyCTWIa pPyKM B3HOBX OOKIiB i, HE 3aCMisSIBLIUCh,
HaBiTbh 3JIeT€CEHbKA HE BCMIXHYBLIUCH, LUYTHYJIA IOrOpH
i BMocTHacs Oinsg IxelH.

— CKinbkM BX€ pasiB, — mnpoOypuana BOHa,—
CKiJIbKM pa3siB, LiKaBO MEHi 3HaTH, s TOOI Ka3asjia: CKM-
Aaii MajabTo, YBIMILOBLIM A0 TEMJIOTO NPUMiLIEHHS?

I BoHa po3wiibHynma Ha [XeitH nmajbTo, CKMHYyNa Ho-
ro 3 Hel i piBHEHBKO IOKJIaza Ha IOBITPs NMOpyY 3 Karie-
JIIOLLIKOM.

— Tak, Tak, Mepi, — 3agoBoyieHO cka3aB Mictep [le-
pPYK i, HAXUJIMBIUMUCH, MOKJIAB OKYJISIpU Ha KamiH. — Hy,
OCb MM BCi 3pyYHEHbKO BMOCTHJIHCS.

— Hivoro co0i 3pyuHeHbko! — nmupxHyna Mepi [Ton-
miHC.

— | MoxeMo BUNUTH 4YaliKy, — BiB cBO€ Mictep [le-
PyK, HiOM ¥ He 4yB 3ayBaxeHHs Mepi [lommiHc.

| Bpa3 Ha itoro oGnuy4i NMPOCTYMUB MEPEsK.

— O# nuineHbKo! — BUTYKHYB BiH. — SK mnpukpo!
A 30BciM 3a0yB, 1O CTT Xe BHM3Y, a MM Bropi. o x
HaM Tenep pooutu! Mu — Tyt, a cTin — tam! Axkuit xax,
akuii xax! Ane X, ['ocrmogu, e Tak KyMeaHo!

[ BiH, 3aTyMBIUM OGNMYYS XYCTHHKOIO, TOMIOCHO 3a-
peroras.

JxeiH i3 MaiikyioM, Xxo4u i 9K M Oy/n0 LUKoda, 10
TYT HEMaA OyJIOUOK i rmupora, i cobi He BTpYMMaKCS Bil
CMixy.

Micrep [lepyk yrep oui.

— Ha ue € Tinbku onHa pama, — cKasaB BiH, — Tpe-
6a rmoayMaTud Npo 1LIOCh CE€pilO3HE, MPO 1IOCh CYMHE-
cyMHiciHbke. Tomi MM 3MOXEMO CIIYCTUTHUCSI Ha 3EMITIO.
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Hy — pas, nBa, Tpu — OyMaiMo Mpo LIOCh Oy>X€ HEBE-
cene!

[ BoHM TMOYanM WOCHIU AyMaTH, NOMiANMMPABIIN IO-
JIOBU pyKaMH.

Maiikn aymMaB Nnpo LIKOJy, MPo Te, 10 OJHOr0 Yyao-
BOTO JHSI OMY JHOBEHETHCS MiTU BUUTUCSA. AJIE CbOTOMHI
7 1e 31an0Ch HOMY BECEJIMM, i BiH 3aCMIsIBCSI.

IxeiH noaymaina: «3a IKUXOCh YOTHPHAALATh POKiB
sl craHy Jopocinoiol» Ase e 6ylo 30BCiM HE CyMHO, a,
HaBIaKH, OyXX€ TapHO i JOCHUTb YTilHO. BoHa ax yc-
MiXHyJach, YSIBUBILM cebe AOpPOCIIOI0, B JOBTii CYKHi i 3
CYMOYKOIO B pYIIi.

— Ocp xo4 O6M MoOA crapeHbKa TiTKa Eminia, —
MipkyBaB yrojioc Micrep Ilepyk. — [i nepeixaB omHiOycC.
CyMHO, 0X, sIK Xe CyMHO! AX IUTaKaTu XO4eThCs. A Ia-
pacosbKa ii auimiaca uina! Xida x e He KyMeaHo, ra?

BiH i caM He34yBcs, SIK BeCb YK€ TPYCUBCS Bill CMiXy,
YSIBUBILIM COOi MapacosnbKy TiTKM EMiii.

— MapHa piy, — cKa3aB BiH, BUCsSIKaBIIMCb. — Hivo-
ro B MEHE HE BUXOAWUTh. 1a i MOIM MaJIcCHbKHUM APY3sIM
TEX, 3MAEThCS, HE IIACTUTh 3ragaTH 1IOCh CyMHe. Mepi,
a Yyu He ctasna 6 TM HaMm y Tipuroxi? Mu xouemo yalo.

JxeiiH i3 MaidkioM 1€ i cbOorofHi He MOrJu 6 ckKa-
3aTU MEBHO, 1O X, BjaacHe, Toai cranocsi. OnHe BOHMU
3HaNIM TBEPHO, — WIO SK TiJIbKU Mictep [lepyk nmonpocus
Mepi IlonniHc, cTim YHHU3y 3aXMTaBCSl Ha CBOIX HiXKax,
a pani, 6psA3KalyM YyallkaMM i BUCHMAKOYM TiCTEYKa 3
TapiJIOK Ha CKAaTepTHHY, IUYrHYB 4yepe3 YCIO KiMHary
Bropy i, rJlaBHO TIOBEpHYBLUMCH Yy MOBITpi, CTaB Mepel
HUMHU TakK, 1Wo Micrep Ilepyk onMHMBCS Ha YiJIbLHOMY
MicLi.

— Mos nob6a aiB4MHKO! — BUTyKHYB Mictep [lepyk,
3 ropaicTio JuBasiYMch Ha Mepi [lonniHc. — {4 3HaB, wo
TH SIKOCb HaMm 3apaavuwi. Hy, Mepi, To, MOoXe 0, TH cina
KiHelb CTOJy Ta Oyjia 6 HaM 3a rOoCNoOAMHIO ¥ HanuBana
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yaii? A MOi MaJIEHbKi rOCTi Hexau rocigaioTh 00abiu Bia
MeHe. Otak Oyne moOpe, — cKaszaB BiH, Koau Maiki 3
MiICKOKOM Tepeodir MoBiTpSIM i BMOCTUBCS MPaBOpyU Bid
HbOTO.

Tenep BOHM BCi po3TaulyBajiMcsl Bropi Kpyr CTOMy, i
XomHoro 6yrepbpoaa, KOIHOI TPYIOUYKU LIYKPY He OyJio
3abyTo.

Mictep Ilepyk 3am0BOJIEHO BCMiXHYBCS.

— 3maeTbes, 3aBEOEHO TNOYMHATH 3 OyTepOpomiB, —
cka3aB BiH no HxeiH i Maiikina. — Ajsie KOJIM BXE ChO-
TOAHI Miil IE€Hb HAPOMXKEHHS, TO MU IMOYHEMO HE TakK, SIK
3aBEICHO, a, SIK MEHi 3aBXIM 3MaBaJIOCh, Tpeba MoYuHa-
TH: 3 Tupora!

[ BiH KOXXHOMY BiOpi3aB MO BEJIMKOMY LLIMATKY.

— Ille yao? — cnuraB BiH y JXeEiiH.

AJjle He BCTUIJIa BOHA BIiATIOBICTH, SIK y ABepi nobpe
MOCTYKaJIH.

— 3axonbTe! — rykHyB Mictep Ilepyk.

OBepi BIDYMHMJIMCS, i Ha TIOpO3i cTajma Mic
IlepciMMOH 3 YyaiiHMKOM OKpOTYy Ha Talli.

— S nomymana, wmictepe [lepyk, — movana BOHa,
03MpaloyMCh MO KiMHATi, — 110, MOXe, BaM Tpeba Oyne
e rapsiyoi... O¥i JULIEHBKO, 51 3pONY... 3pOAY-BiKY!.. —
CKpPUKHYJIa BOHA, YMISIHIBUIM, WO BCi BOHM CUISTH 3a
CTOJIOM Yy TOBiTpi. — 3ponay-BiKy s Takoro He OGauual
Kaxy Bam npapny, mictepe Ilepyk, s 3aBXnu 3Hana, 1O
BU cO0i Tpoxu nMBHMH. Ta s Hamarajacsi TOro He
MOMiuaTH, TaM’siTaloyd, IO BU CINpaBHO IUIATWIMA 3a
KMTJIO. Ane Taki, sIK Oll€, 3BUUKH — MUTH 3 TiICTBMU Yail
y noBitpi... Mictepe Ilepyk, s npocTo npurojsomiieHa!
Lle npocTo HerimHO, a IS IXEHTJIbMEHA BalIOro BiKY...
s1 © HIKOJIU...

— AHYy X i1 BH, Mmic [lepciMMOH? — o3BaBcs Maiiki.

— Illo — 1?7 — ropmnoBuTo cnuTaia Mic IlepciMMOH.

— ¥YXonuTe CMIilUMJIBHOIO ra3y Tak, ik Mu?
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Mic IlepciMMOH 3HEBaXXJIMBO TPYCHYJIa TOJIOBOIO.

— CnoaiBaloch, I0HaYe, — MOBWJIa BOHA, — 10O 5 HeE
BTpaTUia 1€ PEIUTOK CaMOMoBaru, 100 METJIATHUCS B
MOBITPi, IK TYMOBa KyJibKa Ha 1HYpKY! KpacHo askyio,
s CTOSITUMY Ha BJIACHUX Horax, — abo s He Ewmi
[MepcimmoH! Oit reanT, Ta 1O X Lie AieTbcsA? S HE MOXY
MTH... 4... Kyaucs... Ot partyiite!

bo 3HeHaupka Mic [lepciMMOH, LIIKOM ycynepey
BJIaCHOMY OaXkaHHIO, BilipBajiach Bid MilJIOTHU i NEpeBasb-
LeM [Mmillijia B TIOBITPi, KOJMMBAIOUMCH TYOAU-CIOOU, HEMOB
JyXe TOHKe OapwiiblLie, i JiefBe BTPUMYIOUM B pyKax TaLllo.
BoHa Masio He makaia Bifl COpoMy, KOJIH, HapellTi, oicTa-
Jlach 0 CTOJy i FTOCTaBUJia HA HBOTO YAaMHMK i3 BOIOIO.

— [sKy10, — CHOKiiHO i Iy>Xe BBIYWIMBO cKa3aja Me-
pi [MonmiHc.

[Ticng usoro Mmic [MepciMMOH nMoBepHynacs i moyasna-
najga noJoiy, yce NpUMOBJISIIOYM COOi Mia Hic:

— fxa raHb6a! Llo6 oue s1, BUXOBaHa, CTaTe4YHa
XiHKa!.. MeHi Tpeba 3BepHYTHUCh A0 nikaps!

JleaBe TOPKHYBIIMCH MiIJIOTM, BOHA TMPOXOTrOM KH-
HyJ1acsl reTh 3 KiMHaTH, 3aJIOMUBIUN PYKH.

— Slka ranb6a! — 11e pa3 NMoYyJau BOHM ii CTOTiH, KO-
JIM BOHA BX€ 3aYMHMJIA 3a CO0OI0 ABEpI.

— Tenep BoHa Bxe He EMi IlepciMmoHn, 6o He BCTOSI-
Jla Ha BJIaCHUX Horax, — mnpoiuernotiB Maiki mo JIxeiH.

Ane mictep Ilepyk nuBuBcs Ha Mepi [lonmniHc auB-
HO — HiGUTO 1 Beceno, HiOM M AOKIpJIMBO.

— Mepi, Mepi, He TpebGa Oyno TOOi, — 100 9 Tak
xuB! BoHa, cepaeliHa, HbOro He BUTpUMaE. Ta... ot Ju-
weHbko!.. Sk e BOHa mNpeKyMEAHO yajanajia Io
nositpi! Oit ['ocrioau, oit cunm HeGecHi!

| BiH pa3om 3 JIxeiH i MaitkjioM migxonwiucs 3-3a
CTOJIY i 3HOB TaK i MOKOTUJIMCH IO MOBITPi, aX 32 OOKU
OGepydyMCh BiO CMiXy Ha AYMKY MpO Te, siKa CMiiliHa Oyna
Mic IlepciMMoOH.
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— Oii maMouko! He cMillrite MeHe, s Oinblue HE MO-
Xy, s aycHy! — rykaB Maiiki.

— Ox, ox, ox! — kpuuana JIXeitH, JieaBe MepeBoasiyu
MOAMX, YXOMUBIIUCh PYKaMH 3a Ceplie.

— O boxe miit, 'ocmoon MunocepaHuit! — peroras
Mictep Ilepyk, BUTHpaIOUM oui MOJIOIO MimkKaKa, 00 HisIK
HE MIr 3HaWTH XyCTHUHKHU.

— YAC JOAOMY! — nponyHaB panToM ronoc Me-
pi IlonmiHc, MepeKpuBIIN PETiT, MOB TOJIOCHA CypMa.

I Bpa3, B omHy Muth, HXeitH 3 MalikiioMm i MicTep
[Tepyk omycTvmicsa Ha 3eMmio. ['yIHynu Ha mimiory yci
TPOE pa3oM, ax JiyHa miuuia. JlyMka mpo Te, 1o Tpebda
HxeitH i MafikyioBi #TH noaomy, Oyna iXHS fepina cyMm-
Ha OyMKa LbOrO OHS, i TUIBKM-HO BOHa 3’SBWJacsl B
iXHiX rojoBax, sIK BeCb CMILIWJIBHUII ra3 oapa3y BUBisSIB-
Cs 3 HUX.

IxeitH 3 MaiikioM, 3iTxaroyu, OIUBUJIHCS, sIK Mepi
INonmiHC MOBUTBHO CMYCKAETHCSA OOMOJY 3 MaJBTOM i Ka-
nexoKoM IXeiH y pykax.

Micrep Ilepyk i cobi 3iTXHYB — rIIMOOKO M TSXKO.

— SIK npukpo! — cka3saB BiH cepio3Ho. — lyxe cyM-
HO, 10 BaM Tpeba itu nomomy. g meHe ue OyB Haii-
Becesini neHb. A 1S Bac?

— | nng Hac, — ckasas Mailki XypjiuBO, parrToMm
3pO3yMiBLIU, SIK HEBECEJIO CTOSATH HA 3€MJIi i HE MaTH B
c0o0i HiSIKOro CMIILMJIBHOrO rasy.

— | nnga Hac, i ons Hac, — ckasana it JxeiiH, crana
HaBUITIMHBOYKHM i moiinyBana Micrepa Ilepyka y 3Mmop-
1LEHY, MOB SI6JIYKO, 1LOKY. — | A1 Hac, i A Hac, i mis
Hac!

Y aBrobyci, moporor AOAOMY, BOHM CHUOUIM TO
obuaBa 6oku Mepi I[lonninc. O60o€ Oynu HE3BUYHO
THXI.

PantoM Maiikii COHHO CIUTaB:

— A yacro ue OyBa€ 3 BalIUM ASSAbKOM?
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— 1o GyBae? — roctpo npomoBuia Mepi I[TomnmiHc,
HiOu Maiikn cBOiM 3aNUTaHHSIM XOTIB ii 00pa3uTH.

Hy, 1o BiH migckakye, perovyerbcss i JTae y
nositpi?

— Jlirae B noBiTpi? — ronoc Mepi ITonmiHc craB moy-
Xe cepautuit. — Moxe, TH MOSICHUII, IO LIe Ma€ O3Ha-
yaTu?

JIXeiH xotina Oysa HJOIIOMOITH OpaToBi:

— Maiiks xo4ye cka3aTu — YM Balll OSIABKO YacTO Ha-
Oupae B ceGe CMILLIMIIBHOTO ra3sy i IMepeKOYy€eThCs MOIin
creneio?

— Ilepekouyerncsa? [omig creneio? Lle uio 3a Buramn-
ku? Tlepexkouyernscs momin crenero! Ckaxu e, 10 Miid
O0bKO — HaJyBHa Kynbka!

Mepi [lonmniHc o6paxXeHO MUpXHYIIA.

— Ane X ue npasma! Mu Gauwnu!

— o Gaunnu? Ax BiH nepexkouyBaBcs? Ta sk T
cmiem! Miit asobKo, 1100 TH 3HaB, TBEpE3Wii, YECHUIA,
NMpalubOBUTHII YOJIOBIK, i, OyAb TaAKU# JIACKaBUI1, BUCIIOB-
JIIOWCSl PO HBOTO 3 MolmaHolo. Ta He 6epu B pOT KBUT-
Ka! Otaxe Buragatu — nepekouyerbcs! Illoce HeuyBaHe!

JIxenH 3 MaiKkioM nepe3upHyIucs Mo3a CIMHOI B
Mepi IMTonniHc. BoHu Oinbliie HiYoro He ckasaiau, 060
3HaJIH, 1[0 MapHO 3 HEIO CIIEPEYaTHCh, XOU OU ;nq IHBa
HisTUCh Nepel OYHuMa.

OTOX BOHM TUIbKM INMEPE3UPHYIHUCS, HEMOB Ka3alu
oaHe ogHoMy: «Yu mpaBma ne yu Hi? IIpo asapka Mepi
[Tormminc? Yus npaBma — HalUa 4 ii?» AJie HIXTO HE Mir
iM BiAMOBICTH.

ABTOOYC MYaB yIiepend, NEpEeXWIsiIOYMCh, PeBy4YH ©
MiICKaKyIOYH.

Mepi [TommiHc cumina momix miThbMM, oOpaxeHa,
MoBYa3Ha. Ta ocb, MOTOMJIEHi, BOHH IPUCYHYIUCh OO
Hel OnyKye, MPUIOpHYJIMCS WIUJIbHILIE i, BCE 1€ CHaH-
TeJIMUCHI, TTOCHYJIH...
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MIC XAVBOPOH TA il EHAPIO

Mic 2XKaitBopoH MeliKajaa B CyCilHbOMY OYIMHKY.

AJle mepll HXX MOBECTH PO3MOBiAb Haji, Tpeba BaMm
CKa3aTH, KM BiH OyB — CyCimHiii OymMHOK. A OyB BiH
BEJIMKUIA, Y HE HaiOLIbIMit Ha BClo Bynnuky. Kaszanu,
1O HaBiThb Aamipan bym 3asgpus mic 2KaitBopoH Ha ii
YyaoOBUIL OYIMHOK, X04a B MOro BJIaCHOMY OYIWHKY HTU-
Mapi OyJIM TOYHiICIHBKO MOB KopabesibHi TpyOH, a B cal-
Ky B HbOTO CTosiia worna. MemkaHui Bynnuku He pa3
Yyiu, IK BiH, MUHal0uM OyOuHOK Mic 2KaiiBOpOH, BUTY-
KYyBaB.

— A, xait Meni ropasHka jgycHe! Hagimo it takuii
OyOUHOK?

I naitmyxue Anmipan Bym 3a3mpuB Ha Te, 10 10 6y-
JUHKY Mic 2KaiBOpoH Benio ABoe BOpiT. OmHi — mwis Po-
ovyiB i Ilpusitenis, a npyri — mis Pisnuka, Ilexaps i
Mornouaps. Axoce Ilekap moMuiauBCs i 3ailLIOB TUMU
BOPiTbMH, WIO TpH3HaYyaiucs TUlbku s PomuuiB i
[MpusreniB, i mic 2KalBOpPOH TaK pO3rHiBWIacs, IO
TpUCATNIaCh He OpaTH B HHOI'O HiIKOro xiioa.

Ta KiHeup KiHleM i mosemocsa npobayutu [lexa-
peBi, 60 Ha BCIO Bynuuky TiIBKHA BiH yMiB IEKTH TaKi
MaJIEHbKi OYJIOUKH 3 XUTPOMYAPO 3aKPYYEHUM XPYMKHUM
BEpILICYKOM. A BCE X BiATOI1 BOHA HE IyXe-TO HOro Jio-
6Mna, i K BiH MPUXOAMB, TO HAaCyBaB KalleJloXa aX Ha
caMiCiHbKi o4i, — 106 Mic XKaiiBopoH ayMaina, HiOH TO
HE BiH, a XTOCh 30BCiM iHWMIA. [TIpoTe ii HiKONIK HE MOX-
Ha Oysio 00aypUTH.

HxeitH 3 MaWKJIoOM 3aBXIU 3HAIU, Koinu Mic XKaii-
BOPOH y cebe B canky abo mech noduunsy y Byanuui, 60
Ha Hill OyJ0 CTUIbKK OpOIIOK, HAMHUCTA W CEPEXOK,
IO BOHAa BCA O3BEHUIAa ¥ OpsXyaia, Haue TOJIKOBMIA
opkectp. | wopa3y K BOHa iX 3ycTpiyaja, TO Ka3ajia
OIHE:
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— Ho6poro paHky! (Uu «dobpuneHs!», Koiu OyB yxe
I€Hb, a He paHoK). — Hy, To gK Haile 300pOB’SYKO
CbOTOAHI?

I IxeitH 3 MalikJIoM HiKOJIM He 3HaJIW, Y4 BOHA NMU-
Ta€ MpoO iXHE 3IOPOB’SIYKO, YU IPO 3HOPOB’SIYKO CBOE
BJacHe Ta cBoro Exapro.

ToMy BOHM MpPOCTO BiANOBIHAHU:

— Jo6punens! (Uu tam «JoOporo paHkKy!», Ko ue
Oy10 BpaHLi).

[linuii meHs, xou OU Oe AiTHM OYyJIW, BOHM 4YYJH, SK
mic 2KaifBOpOH roJIOCHO rykaja:

— EHapio, a ne T™™?

Ab6o:

— Enapro. He MoxHa BUXoAUTH HaaBip 6e3 manbra!

AGO X:

— EHnopio, imn-HO 00 MaMyHi!

Yyrouu Take, xToch 6u noaymas, wo Enapio — ma-
JieHbKU# xyioruMk. Ta, 3peiurolo, JIXeiH i aymana, 1o
s Mic 2KaitBopoH EHIpio i € MajJieHbKUH XJIOMYMK.
Ane EHnpio OyB He xinonyuK. EHapio OyB necuk — oauH
3 TUX MaJIMX, M’SIKECEHbKMX MyXHACTUX LYLUKIiB, SKi oy-
X€ HaragyloTh XyTpsHY MY(@Ty, MOKM HE 3araBKaioTh.
bo, 3BuMyaifHO, KOJIM BXe BOHU 3araBKalOTh, TOAi BCi Oa-
4yaTh, 1110 TO HifgKa He My(Ta: XyTpsiHa MY({Ta HiKOJIMN He
3YMHUTH TAKOTrO rajiacy.

Otox ueit EHOp1O XUB TaKUM PO3KIlLIHUM XUTTSIM,
110 BM 0 MmogyManu — BiH 3aMacCKOBAaHUI MEepCUNChKUIA
max. BiH crmaB Ha WOBKOBi#M moaylueyli y KiMHaTi Mic
KanBopoH, ABiYi HA TUXOEHBb i130UB Y il MalUWHi IO
[lepykaps, 110 MMB HOro ILIaMmIlyHEM; BiH 1B BEpIUKHU
IIOCHIMaHKyY, 11000igy # 1oBeuepi, a IHKOJMU lue W
KpeBEeTKM, 1 MaB axX YETBEPO MaJbT ¥ CMYXKY W KapT-
Ky pi3HUX KOJIbOpiB. ¥ EHIpIO HaBiTh OYAEHHOTO OHS
OyJ10 MTOBHO YCbOIO TAKOTIO, 10 iHILOMY TPAaIUISIETHCS
Xi6a TaM Ha JeHb HApPOMXEHHS. A BXe KOJU OyB IE€Hb
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HapomXeHHs B EHOplo, TO Ha HOro CBATKOBMHA IMpIr
CTaBWJIM [Bi CBiYK{ 3aMiCTb OJHI€l 32 KOXHUHN TMPOXKM-
THUH piK.

HacninkoM ycworo uporo 6yno te, mo EHapio myxe
He mo6win Bei y Bynuuui. JIogy BigBEpTO CMisUTHCS, KO-
Jin 0a4miy, SIK BiH y PO3KIlUIHOMY NaJbTi, CHASTYU B IJIU-
OMHI MalMHU Mic 2KallBOpOH 3 MPUKPUTHUMH XYTPSIHUM
KHUJIMMOM HoraMH, ixaB 1o Ilepykapsi. A Toro mHs, Kojau
Mic 2KaiiBOpOH Kymnujia WOMY JBi Mapyu MaJeHbKMX LLKi-
PSIHMX YepEeBHYKIB, 1100 BiH Mir rynaTt B [lapky 3a Oyab-
SIKOI TOTOdM, BCi Cyciay 30irIuch mia HOro BopoTa — IMO-
JUBUTHUCS i HUILIKOM ITOKENKYyBaTH Haa EHapro.

— Dy! — cka3zaB gKkocb Maiikj, KOJIM BOHH YOBOX i3
JxedH crexwind 3a EHApro Kpi3b caloBy Oropoxy. —
®dy, Hy BXe X BiH i Hikuema!

— A TH 3BiIKHM 3Haew? — cnutana JIXeiH, nyxe 3a-
L[iKaBJIEHa.

— 3Halo. S 4yB, TaKk ypaHUi Ha3BaB Horo TaTo! —
BianoBiB Maiikn i 3aperoTaBcs Tak, 100 mouyyB EHapio.
~ — BiH He Hixvyema!— npomosuia Mepi [lonmiHc. —
| roni 6anakatu!

I BoHa ckazana mpasny. Exapio He 6yB HikueMa, sIK
BM He3abapoM caMi mepecBiguuTecs.

He nmymaiite, 110 BiH He TMoBaxaB Mic 2KaiBOpOH.
BiH ii moBaxaB, HaBiTb Ha CBiif Jiax jo0uB. Ta i gk Oy-
JIO loMy He JIIOOMTH Ti€l, 10 3aBXIOU OyJia 4O HbOTO Ta-
Ka nobpa, BiZKONU BiH OYB Il MAJIECEHBKUM L[YLICHAT-
KOM, — XO4Y4 BOHA W 3aHaATO YacTo KHOro uilyBaja.
A nipote He OyJ0 CyMHiBY, IO XWTTA, IKUM XUB EHn-
plo, HOMy MpPOCTO ocTorumio. BiH BingaB OM NMOJIOBUHY
yCBOTO CBOro OararcTBa, — sIKOM MaB Horo, — 3a mMar
CHpOro M’sica, 3aMiCTb OCOPYXHOI Kypsiuoi TPYAUHKH UM
OMJIETY 3i crapxelo.

bo B Hailrmuob110My, HAMIIOTAEMHILLIOMY KYTOYKY CBO-
ro cepus EHapro miexkaB Mpilo OyTH NMpPOCTUM IBOPOBHM
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cobakolo. BiH 1ie i pady He MMHYB CBOrO pPOHOBOAY,
SIKUM BMCIB Ha CTiHi y BiTaJbHi Mic 2KallBOpoH, He
3IPUTHYBILMCE i3 copoMy. I He pa3, He ABa BiH mymaB
cobi, 110 Hexait OM Kpallue B HbOro He Oyno Hi Oarmka,
Hi [miga, Hi npagiga, Koy Mic 2KaiBOpOH i3 UM TaK HO-
CUThCSI. y

Yepe3 cBoe majike OakaHHs1 CTaTu JIBOPOBUM coba-
KO0 BiH i Jpy3iB cobi BUOMpaB cepel IBOpPOBUX COOak.
I ax Tinbkn Tparuisnacs Haroga, BiH Tak i JIETIB OO BODIT
i CiZaB TaM, YEKalOUU KOTPOTrO 3 HUX, ILHOO MEepPEKUHYTH-
Csl MPOCTUM ILLIMPUM CIOBOM. AJie Mic ’KaiiBOpoH Jiense,
Oyno, MOro MOMiTUTh, HEOIMIHHO 3YMHUTH rajiac:

— Engpro, Exaplo, Waon momomy, N00UYMKY, HE Mid-
X0Ob OO LMX XaXJIUBUX BOJOLIIOT!

i 3BnuaitHo, EHnpio Mycus ith nogomy, 60 Mic XKaii-
BOPOH HE 3aBarajiacb OM BiZHECTH MOro Ha pykax i TUM
CaMMM HaBiKM 3raHe6UTH. | EHOpIO 4EpBOHIB i UMMIYX
KMIaBCs Haropy cxoiamu, o6 npusirteni, OyBae, HE Mo-
yynu, SIK Xa3gika Ha3MBa€E MHOro «MOIM 30J0TKOM»,
«MOIM IACTSIYKOM», «MOEI0 LIYKEPOUYKOIO».

Haii6inbiuumM npuarenem Exapio 6yB He npocTo cobi
ABOPOBHMi1 cobaka, a [TOCMIX JIIOACbKHMU. Bin 6yB
HanoJIOBUHY €plesib, HAllOJIOBUHY TOHYAK, i OOMIBI IO~
JIOBUHM Oynu ripwii. Jle TiAbKW Tpamssinacs Ha BYJIMII
Oiifika, BiH J1i3 y HaWOUIbLIY IyLLy; HOMY Mepenanaio Bil
JlucroHowi Ta PerymoBanbHuKa. | HaWgyxye B CBiTi
NOOMB BIH HMIUMOPUTU B pUIUTaKax 1 Uebpax i3
cMiTTaM. BiH Taku crpasni OyB [NOCMIX JIIOACH-
KWW nna Bciei Bynuuku, i ynMaio Jiiogei ISIKyBaJio
JOJ1i, 110 BiH HE iXHii cobaka.

Ane EHgpio no0uB #1010 i, o€ JUIL MIr, 1IYKaB 3 HUM
3ycTpiyi. IHomi M wacTUao Xi6a O MUMOXiab OBHIOXa-
™ onHe omHoro B [lapky, ajne Tpamisuioch, Xod i ayxe
piIKO, IO BOHM HOBr€HbKO TOMOHIIM COOi BIBOX il
xBipTko1o. Toxmi mpusaTensb nepexkasyBaB EHapio BCi MiChKi
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IUTITKY 1 TIpM LIbOMY TakK Oe31epeMOHHO pEroTaBcs, LIO
Bimpasy Oyyi0 BUIHO, SIK BiH YCiM TUM TOpAYE.

| panrtoM mocepen po3MOBM 3 BiKHa JIyHaB TOJIOC MiC
KaitBopoH, i YyXHii nec MigBOIWBCS, NMOKa3yBaB iif A3M-
Ka, migpMopryBaB EHApIO i IiepeBaiblieM pyliaB BiX
XBipTKH, HiOM oMy Oysio 6ailmy>kiCiHbKO Mpo BCE Ha CBITi.

Enapro, 3BM4aifHO, HiKOJIM HE O3BOJISUIOCS BUXOIM-
TH 3a XBipTKY, Xi0a 1110 3 Mic 2ZKaifBOpOH — Ha IpOTyIsSH-
Ky no Ilapky — a6o 3 KOTpoIo ii CIYXHHUIIECIO — pOOUTH
MaHIKIOp.

Tox y#sBiTH c00i, K 3nuBYBamuch [xeitH i Maiiki,
nobauuBlIM, WO EHOpI0O caM-caMiCiHbKMH XEHETbCSH
noB3 HUX [lapkoM, MpUILYIMBIIY ByXa i 3aJepLId XBO-
CTa, HiOM HOraHAIOYM TUTpA.

Mepi [lonniHc pByYkKO CMHUKHYJA Bi3oK 3 bimn3HATa-
MU Ha cebe, 1106 EHmpio 3omany He yBirHaBCSI B HOTO
Ta HE MEPEKMUHYB pa3oM 3 mitnaxamu. A [IxeitH 3 Maii-
KJIOM MOYaIM MOro APaXHUTH.

— Tu, EHnpro, a ne TBo€ nmanbro? — 3arykaB Maiiki,
NiApoONSIOUNCh il TOHKUA, NMUCKIHUBUI TOJIOCOK MiC
KaitBOpOH.

— EHaplo, KanoCHMM XJIOMYMCHKY! — miaxomuia
IxeiiH, i, 3BiCHO, roiocok Mic 2KaiiBOpOH BMHIIIOB y HeEl
Kpaile, 60 BoHa X Oyna miBYMHKA.

Ane EHIpio TiIbKM 3HEBaXJIMBO IJISHYB Ha 000X i
TOJIOCHO 3araBkKaB, NUBJISYMCh Ha Mepi [lonmniHc.

— [aB-raB? — mpoka3aB BiH IyXe LIBUIKO.

— [MocrpuBait muin. 3ga€eThCs, 3BEpHYTH HANpaso, i
nepiunii 6ynMHOK 3 JliBoro 60Ky, — ckasana Mepi Ilon-
TiHC.

— laB-raB? — 3HOB Tak caMO ILIBMIKO KijJibKa pa3iB
npomoBuB EHApIO.

— Hi, canpka tam Hemae. Tinpku 3aaBipok. Bopota
MaifKe 3aBXIV BiTUYUHEHI.

EHnpio 3HOB 3araBkas.
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— 4 He meBHa, — ckasama Mepi [lomnmiHc. — Aue,
MabyTh, WO TaK. BiH 3BUYalHO NPHUXOAUTH O UiA IOpi
JOIOMY.

EHapio 3aaep rojsoBy i HIOAYXY IPUITYCTMB OirTu.
Y dxeitH i Maifkna oui 3 AMBa MOPOOMIIUCH 3aBOUTHIUKU
SIK Gomts.

— [Ilo BiH cKa3aB? — B OOMH rOJIOC 3aIUTAIN HiTH.

— IIpocto co6i nmpusiTascst, — mpomoBwia Mepi [lon-
MHC i TaKk 3aTHCHyJIa ry0M, Haye He 30Mpajiach OuIblle
BUITYCTUTH 3 HUX aHi CJIOBEYKa.

A JIxoH 3 bap6apoio Bce HIOCh JIEOEdiIM Y Bi3OUKY.

— Hi, He npocrto Tak, — o3BaBcsa Maiiki.

— He npocrto! — mimxonuna IXeiH.

— Hy, 3BuMyaitHO, BM X Kpallue 3HaeTe. K 3aBXnu, —
3ropaa Binkasana Mepi ITonmiHc.

— 4 3Hato! BiH, MaOyTb, nNUTaBCSd y Bac, i€ XTOCh
JXKMBe, — noyaB 6yB Maiiki. — A 3Hal...

— Hy, K011 TH 3Ha€l, TO YOro XX MOpPOYMIL MEHi ro-
JIOBY i1 po3nutyein? — o3Baynack Mepi ITonmninc. — 5 to-
0i He JOBiIHUK.

— Ox, Maiikne, — BuMoBwiIa IxeitH. — BoHa Hivo-
IO HiKOJIM HE CKaXe, SIKIIO TH 3 HEI0 TaK FTOBOPUTHUMEILI.
Mepi IlonmiHc, ckaxits HaM, Oyab jacka, IO BaM Ka-
3aB EHpgpio!

— Cnurait oH ioro! Bin 3Hae! [TaH BcesHaiiko! —
ckazania Mepi [lonmiHc, 3HEBaXJIMBO KUBHYBLIU TOJIO-
BOIO Ha Maiikia.

— Ox, Hi, 9 He 3Halo, CJOBO YecCTi, He 3Haw! Mepi
IMonmiHc, HY CKaXiTh!

— [1iB Ha yeTBepTry. Yac iTH Ha miaBeyipok, — ckKasasa
Mepi IlonmiHc, MOBepHYy/Ia Bi30K i 3HOB TaK MIL[HO CTYJ/M-
Jla TyOM, Haye TO OyJiM He T'yOM, a KOpaGe/IbHUIA JIIOK.

3a uiny mopory momoMy BOHa HEe IIpOMOBWIA aHi
ciiBug. JxeiH 3 MaitkioMm Tpoxu BiIACTaJIM.

— lle ™ BuHeH! — ckaszana JIxeitH. — Tenep Mu
HIKOJIM HE Ii3HAaEMOCH!
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To ¥ He Tpeba! — 3araBcs Maikn 1 LIOCHUIM
IUTOBXHYB CBilf caMoKaT. — { i HEe XOouy 3HaTH.

Ta HacripaBiii BiH CTpalU€HHO XOTiB HOBiIaTHCh.

I cranocek Tak, o i BiH, i XeliH, i reTs yci y By-
JIMYLI Ji3HAJIKCA TIpO 1ie 1Ie IO TMiABevipKy.

Hitn 3 Mepi IlonniHc came Maiv nepedty Bymanuky
HaBMpPOTH CcBOro ByauHKy, K TOYYJAM KpUMKU Oils cy-
CiHBOTO: TaM pobwiocs 1och auBHE. OOUOBI MOKOIBKHA
Mmic 2KaitBopoH Oiraji, MOB HECaMOBMTI, 1O CaAKy, 3a3H-
paroyy il KOXHHUHM Kyl i 3amisigaloud Ha KOXHE JIepeBo,
TaK Haye 3aryowin Haigopoxxuuii ckapb. Tam-Taku mpe-
MOBaXXHO 30aBisiB yac i Pobeprcon Eit, 3miTaioun MiTio0
KOPCTBY Ha HOpiXli B canky mic 2ZKaiBOpoH, HiOM crno-
HiBaBCSl 3HAWTH 3aryOsneHuit ckapO Mmia KaMiHLISIMHU.

Cama Mic 2KaliBOpOH MeTyluuiaacs B CaiKy, BUMaxy-
Bajla pyKaMU ¥ 3Hail Kpuyaja:

Exnpio, Exnpio! Ox, BiH mpomnaB! Miit no0uit
ximonmyuk nponas! Tpeba nosinomuru nosmiio! A noiny
no [Ipem’ep-MiHicTpa!

— bigonamHa mic 2KaiBopoH! — 3iTxHyna IXeiH i
KMHYJIach Yepe3 AOPOry.

[it crano crpaumieHHo MmKona Mic KaitBopoH, 1110
3/1aBajach TaKOIO MPUTHIYEHOIO.

Ane BTiluMB Mic 2KalWBOpOH HE XTO IHIUMH, £K
Maiixn. ¥Yxe noepHyBwin oo xBiptku byannky Homep
CiMHanusaTh, BiH OKMHYB NnomsiaoM Byinuky i mobaums...

— On O6ixure Ennpio! Mic XKaiiBopoH, IHBIiTbCS,
OHO, 3aBepTa€ 3a O6yauMHOK Aamipaia byma!l

— He? He Bin? Ilekaxu! — BurykHyna mic 2Kaiso-
POH, JIeABE 3BONSYM TMOOMX, i TOAMBMIIACS TYIM, KyOu
nokasysaB Maiki.

I cnpaBni, EHopro 6yB Tam. BiH ilIOB TakK MOBOJIEHBKM
M Tak CIOKIiifHO, HiOM HIYMM Y CBITI HE XYpHBCS, a 00i4
HBOTO BMCTYTIaB BEJIMKMM Tec, 10 OyB HAIMoOJIOBMHY €p-
IeJib, HAIlOJIOBUHY TOHYAK, i OOMABI NMOJIOBHUHY OYJIU ripiii.
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— Hy, cnaBa bory! — BurykHyna mic 2KaiBOpoH i ro-
JIOCHO 3iTXHyna. — fxuii Tarap cnaB 3 MO€i ayuui!

Mepi [lonmiHc i3 miTbMu crosim y Bynuuui 6ins
xBipTKM OynuHKy Mic 2XKaiiBopoH. Cama Mic 2KaiiBopoH
Ta OOMABI ii MOKOIBKM MOCXWIS/IMCSI Ha oropoxy. Po-
6eptcoH Eif KMHYB 3aMiTaTh il criepcs Ha IepXak MITiu,
i BCi BOHM MOBYKM OMBUINCA, sIK EHOpIO MoBepTaEThCS
JI0IOMY.

A BOHU 3 NpUATEJIEM CHOKiIHHICIHBKO MiAXOOWIUA OO
IypTy, 6€3TypOOTHO NMOMAaxXylO4yu XBOCTaMHU i MOIILBO-
IWBIIM Byxa; i, MNISHYBIIM B o4i EHOplo, KoXHMii OHU
CKasaB, 11O XO4 OM sKi ueil cobaka MaB OIyMKHU, BiH HE
30MpAETHCA Bill HUX BIACTYIATUCh.

— Ox, uei xaxnauBuit nec! — npoMmosmwia mic XKaii-
BOPOH, YIJIsAiBILM CynyTHMKa EHpplo. — ['eThb, iK1 rets,
ion nomomy! — 3aKkpuyaia BOHA.

AJle TIeC TiJIbKM CiB Ha TpOTyap, MO4YyxaB JIiBOIO Jia-
MO0 MpaBe BYXO W MO3IXHYB.

— T'etpb, iy rets! Ioyu co6i! Iom cobi! — mic XKaiiBo-
pPOH JIIOTO Maxajla Ha 1ca pykamu. — A TH, EHpaplo, —
BeJla BOHA jani, — imm momoMy 3apa3 MeHi! [lo6 oue
MiTH CO0i KyAuCh, Ta LIE K — CaMiCiHbKOMY i1 0€3 nanb-
ta! Sl BKpait To60I0 He3amoBoJieHa!

Enjpio crpokBona raBKHyB, ajle HE MOBOPYXHYBCS.

— 1 wo Tinbku ™1, EHnplo, cobi aymaew? Iou momo-
My, 3apa3 xe! — Harojsaraaa Mic 2KaiBopoH.

EHapio 3HOB raBKHYB.

— Bin kaxe, — o3Bajaca Mepi [MomnmiHc, — 10 He
Mije NoAOMY.

Mic 2XKaiiBopoH oOepHynacsi i 3ropaa MOAWBUIACS
Ha HeEl.

— 3BiAK® BM 3HAETE, 1O Kaxe Miit cobaka, 103BOJIb-
Te Bac 3anuTatv? 3BUYAMHO X, BiH mige!

Ane EHIpro TiJIbKM TPYCHYB TOJIOBOIO i KiJIbKa pasiB
CTHXa 3aBUB.
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— BiH He minme, — 3HOB cka3ana Mepi [Tonminc. — He
nife, AKIO pa3oM 3 HUM HE i€ WOro NMpHUsTeNlb.

— dki HiceHiTHHMUI! — po3cepaunacs Mic 2KaiBo-
poH. — Takoro 6yrm He Moxe! Hesxe 0 g mnycTuna
OLBOr0 HE3yrapHoOro npubjaymy 10 CBOTro caaka?

EHOpio KiibKa pa3iB raBKHYB.

— BiH Kaxe, 10 BiH caMe LIbOTO XOu€, — ITOSICHMJIA
Mepi ITonminc. — Ta ¥ 1e He Bce: BiH Kaxe, LIO ITiIe
cobi reTh 3BiICM i XHUTHME pa3oM 3 CBOIM IpHUATENIEM,
SIKIO TIPUATEJIEBI HE TO3BOJISAATh XXMTH TYT i3 HHUM.

— Ox, EHaplo, T LIbOro He 3pOoOHII, SIK TH MOXEIII,
MiCJIT BChOTO, IO S I TeOe 3poOuna, i B3aradi...

Mic 2KailBOpOH MaJio HE IUIaKasa.

EHpapio raBKHYB i BilBEpHYBCH.

Yyxuii nec migsiBcs.

— Ox, BiH Taku nige! — 3nsKanacsa Mic 2KaiiBOpoH. —
bauy, wo nige! Bin mine Bim MeHe!

Mic 2KaiiBopoH 4KyChb XBWJIMHY CXJIMITyBajla B XyC-
TUHKY, TOHi ILIMOPTHYJIa HOCOM i cKasaJja:

— Illo x, Hexait Tak, Enapro. S 3romxa. Hexaii
Lei... Lei... ABOPOBMil NeC JIMIIAEThCI. 3BiCHO, 3 YMO-
BOIO, 1O CIIaTMME BiH Yy NigBai, € BYTiJLIS.

EHOpio 3HOB raBKHyB. .

— BiH xaxe, naHi, 10 TaK BiH He 3rojeH. Moro npu-
SATEJIb TE€X NMOBMHEH MAaTH LLIOBKOBY NOAYUIKY i CIIAaTH y
Ballliif KiMHaTi. A Hi — TO BiH cIlaTMMe B IiABaJli 3 CBOIM
npusreneMm, — nosiciwia Mepi [Honminc.

— Engpio, sk T Moxel? — npocrorHana Mic 2Kaii-
BOpOH. — { HiKOJIM Ha TaKe He 3romxycs!

EHnpio nmoBopyxHyBcs, HiOM 30upaBca pywatn. Uy-
XUH nec i cobi.

— Ox, ox, BiH MeHe Kuaae! — BepecHysia Mic JKaiBo-
poH. — Hy, no6pe Bxe, EHapio, Hexail Oyne, IK TH XOYelll.
Bin crnatuMme B Moiif KiMHaTi. Ta s HiKoMM BXe He Oymy
wacmiBa. Hikonu, Hikonm! Yepes 1iboro noraHoro nca!
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Bona BTepsa C1b03M i MoBena nanti:

— S HikoJM Takoro He cnofiBaiacs Big te6e, EHn-
pio! Ta g Hivoro Ginelie He ckaxy. Hexaii s crpaxnmaTh-
My MOBYKH. A L€... €-€-€... CTBOPiHHA 51 3BaTUMYy [IpH-
onymolo yu 3HANUIOIO... YH...

IIpu umx cnoBax Mic 2KaiBopoH 4yuii cobaka nornisi-
HyB Ha Hei BKpaii o6ypeHo, a EHIpIO rooCHO raBKHYyB.

— BoHM KaxyTb — BU MOBHUHHI 3BaTi Horo Buure6i,
i HiSK iHakue... — ckaszana Mepi I[Monmninc. — Horo
iM’s1 — Binne6i.

— Binne6i? Hy # iMm’a! Unmpas to kpaue! — ckasaia
Mic 2XKaiiBOpoH y po3mnayi. — A 10 BiH 3apa3 Kaxe? —
obepHynacss BoHa no Mepi [lonmninc, 60 EHmpio 3HOB
raBKHYB.

— BiH Kaxe, 110 KOJM BiH MOBEPHEThLCS, BU OiNbliie
HE MOBHUHHI CWJIYBaTH MOTO OOSITaTHCS B MaJIbTO i i30M-
TH 10 niepykapHi. Lle iioro octaHHeE cioBO, — BiAmoBiia
Mepi [lonmiuc.

3anana Tuiia.

— o x, rapasn, — o3Bajiacs HapewTi mic 2KaiiBo-
poH. — AJse s TeOe mnomnepemxkaro, EHIpIO: AKILO TH MO-
Mpell Bifl 3aCTyOu — I HE BUHHa!

CkazaBuy 1ie, BOHA MOBEpHYyJacs i 3 0OpaXeHOolo
MiHOIO MillUla CXOAAMM Bropy, LIMOPraloyM HOCOM i
3MaxylouyH 3i 1K OCTaHHi CJILO3HHHU.

Ennpro 3amep romoBy mno Binnmeb6i, HEeMOB Ka3asb:
«XomiMol», i mpusiTeni 6i4-0-6iy HEKBAINOM IMOJANUCA Cca-
JIOBOIO TOPKKOIO, BUMaxyloyl XBOCTaMH, HiOM mparmnopa-
MH, i crigoMm 3a Mic XKaiBOpOH yBillLIM OO OYIMHKY.

— A Oau, BiH i He HiKyema! — ckasana J>)XeiH Ha cxo-
Jlax, KOJIW BOHU 3 Maiikiom ML OO CBOEI KiMHATH.

— Hi, — noroguBcst Maiiki. — Ane sIK ToOi 3Ma€ThCA,
3Binku Mepi IlTonmiHc 3Hana npo ue?

— XTo3Ha, — Biamosina IxeiH. — A BoHa HaM Hiko-
JIN-HIKOJIM HE CKaXxe, L€ s 3Halo.
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KOPOBA-TAHIIOPUCTKA

JIxeitH nexana B Jikky. [omoBa ii Oyna miaB’si3aHa
CTPOKAaTOIO 1IOBKOBOIO XycTMHOIO Mepi IMomnmiHc: y Hel
600 ByXO.

— A 9K BOHO TOOi 60MUTB? — CTaB IONMUTYBATHCh
Maiiki.

— Tak, Haye B M€HE€ B rojioBi rapMaTu OyXKaloTh, —
ckazana [xeiH.

— CnpaBxHi rapmartu?

— Hi, Tpickduku.

— O-0! — TiibKM i TpoMOBUB MaWKkJI.

Lle Tpimeuku, i BiH 64 ¥ cobi cxoTiB, 100 y HBOTO
6osisio Byxo. bo BUXOOMTB, IO Lie TaK LiKaBoO!

— [TouyuTtaTu TOOI KHMXKY? — CKa3aB BiH i pyllIMB 10
NMOJTALI.

— Hi, s He MOXy ciyxaTH, oyXe 00JUTh, — BiIITOBLJIA
JIKeiH, NpUTYIUBILIK IO ByXa pyKy.

— A xoueu, g camy Oing BikHa i Oymy ToOi Kaszatw,
1o nobauy?

— Hy canb, — ckazana JIxeiH.

i Maiixn maitke Linuit IeHb cHAiB 6is BikHA it po3-
Ka3zyBaB JIXeWH mpo Bce, WO Aisyiocs HaaBopi. Yacom
T€, 1O BiH Ka3aB, Oyj0 HyIHE co0i, a 4acOM TO i IyXe
LiKaBe.

— Or AmMipan bym! — nmoBimoMisB BiH. — Buiiiuos 3
XBipTKHU 1 6iXKUTb Kyauch. Bxe 6auspko. Hic yepBoHuii-
YEpBOHUIA, i UWIiHAP Ha TOJIOBi. O, BiH yXe MpOTH
CYCiICbKOI XBipTKH!

— A BiH Kaxe «Xail MeHi ropiasgHka JiycHe!»?

— He uyyru. Mabytb, Kaxe... OgHa IOKOiBKa Mic
KariBopoH Buiilna B canok. A PobeprcoH Eii y Hawo-
MYy CaIKy MiAMiTa€ JIMCTA i AMBUTLCS HA HEl Yepe3 oro-
poOXy. A Tenep CiB, BiIITOYUBAE.

— Y HBOro ceplie XBope, — ckKasana [IKeiH.
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— K T4 3Haew?

— BiH MeHi cka3zaB. ['oBopuB, 110 JiiKap HOMYy Haka-
3yBaB SIKOMOra MEHILLE MpauloBaTH. A TaTO Ka3aB, LLIO
Konmu PobGeprcon Eit pobuTHMeE, IK HaKa3yBaB JIikap, TO
BiH MOro 3BUIBHMUTB... OX, fIK Xe€ X OyxkKa€! — CKpUKHY-
na JIxeitH, 3HOB Xanalo4McCh 3a BYXO.

— Oro! — panToMm BUIyKHYB Maiikn Oiist BikHa.

— Lo Ttam Take? — minxonwiacs B JiKKy [KeHH. —
Kaxn!

— Takoro e He OyBaso! ¥ Byauuui — Koposa! —
Kpu4yaB Maiki, miacTpubyioyu Ha CTiJIbUI.

— KopoBa? flka 1061 KopoBa? KopoBa — mnocepen
micra? Illo T4 kaxew? Mepi I[lonminc! — 3arykana
Hxein. — Y Bynu4yui — xoposa! Maiikn kaxe!

— bo xoposa! | iine noManeHbKy. 3aaupa€e roJioBy
yepe3 YCi XBipTKU i pO3AMBISIETBCS CKpi3b, HAuY€ 1O 3a-
rybuna, a Tenep uykae!

— I 1 xouy nomusuTHCS, — 3akBWIWIA JKEHH.

— OH! — BKa3aB Maiiki 3a BiKHO i IOMIsIHYB Ha Me-
pi IMonminc. — YynHo, npasna?

Mepi IlonmiHC HEBOOBOJIEHO BM3MpHYJa Yy BiKHO.
| panitom ax 3aHiMina 3 HecromiBaHKHM.

— Hema TyT Hivyoro yymHoro, — ckasana BoHa, obep-
HyBIIMCh 00 JIXxeiH i Maiikna. — { 3Haio 10 KOpOBY.
BoHa Oyna mupa npusiTesibka Mo€i MaTepi, i g Oyay BaM
B€JbMHU BIASYHA, SKILO BU PO3MOBJISITUMETE 3 HEIO YEM-~
HO.

Bona posrnagwia Ha cobi ¢apTyx i MomisHyJa Ha
HOiTeH IyXe CyBOpO.

— A BHM i 1aBHO 3HaeTe? — BBIWIMBO cruTaB Maiiki,
CIOAiBalOYUCh, 1O, KOJH TOBOIUTHUMETbCA SKHaMi-
YEMHillle, TO AOBIAAETHCS MPO KOPOBY LIE LIOCH.

— 3Hana BXe ¥ Tomi, K BoHa e 1o Koposst He xo-
JIuna.

— A xonu ue Oyno? — yjnecauBo crnutana [IxeiH.
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Mepi IonmiHc mepesena MOrsn Hech yRamuHy. li
0OYi HEMOBOM OUBWIKCS Ha LIOCh, YOTO HiTH HE Oa4yMIu.
BoHM HanpyxXeHO 4YeKasu.

— Byno ue B naBHIO IaBHMHY, — nmoyana Mepi Ilormn-
MiHC HEKBAIUIMBO, K 3BUYAMHO PO3Ka3yloTh Ka3Ky. Tomi
MOMOBYaJia, HiOM MpUraayloyu codi Te, L0 CTaaocs 3a
0araTo COTeHb pPOKiB JO HAILOrO yacy.

Pyna KopoBa — Take BOHa Maja iM’s1. Most MmaTH Ka-
3aJia, 10 Lie Oyna myxe craredHa Koposa, i 1o6pe iit Be-
nocs. BoHa Xxwia B Jy3i, HaWKpaiioMy 3a BCi OBKO-
JIVIIHI JIyTY, IUAPOKOMY ¥ PSICHO BKPUTOMY XOBTLIEM 3
KBiTKAMH 3aBOUIBLUIKM SK OMOALA i Kynbbabamu, 1O
CTOSTM BUCTPYHUYMBLUIMCH, MOB cojiaTh. SK TiIbKU BO-
Ha 3’imaja roJIOBY OJHOIO TaKOro coJjimara-Kyjin0abu,
HaTOMiCTh YMUTb BUPOCTaB iHILMI, Y 3€JIECHOMY BifiCbKO-
BOMY MYHIHMPpI i XOBTilf rycapchKiil 1aniii.

KopoBa xwia tam 3poay, — MOiii Marepi BOHa He pa3
Kasajga, WO He MaM’siTa€, W00 KOJNM XWia AeChb-iHIE.
MexaMHU TOro ii KBiTYACTOro CBiTYy OYB BEJIMKUHA XM-
BOILIIT i HEOO, 1 BOHA 30BCiM HE 3HaJia, 1O TaM, 1103a
Humu. Pyna KopoBa Oyna ayxe npucroiiHa gooponiiika,
3aBXIY MOBOAUJIACH, SIK CIIPABXHS JIEHi, i TBEpJO 3HaJA,
IO mo YOI'O. [Ina Hei KoxHa piy 6yna abo rapHa, abo
ToraHa, i Hisika iHma. Kyns6aba 6yna abo comomka, a6o
KMCJIa, iHIIOrO CMaKy BOHA HiKOJNM MaTH HE MoIa.

Pyna KopoBa Oyna myxe 3aiiHara. BpaHui BoHa na-
Bajia ypoku Pyniit Tenuuui, CBOil IOHi, a micast o6imy
HaByaJja il rapHO IMOBOAMTHUCH i MyKaTH, — OOHE CJIOBO,
HaByaja il BCbOro, 110 Tpeba 3HATM HOOpEe BHMXOBAaHOMY
TensaTkoBi. [ToriM BoHM yaBOX Bedepsiniu, i Pyna KopoBa
HaByata Pyny Tenunuky Bimpi3HsATH BOOpe 3ULIS BiA I0-
raHOro, — a BHOYi, KOJIU OUTS JATAJIO ClaTU, MaTH 3a-
XOAWJIA Ha Kpait JyTy i TaM, XYIOUH XYHKy, CHyBaJia CBOI
CMOKiHiHI TYMKH.
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HHi ii MuHanM Bci omHakoBiciHbko. OnHe Pyne Te-
JISTKO BHPOCTAJIO i MIIIO Y CBiT, a 3aMiCTh HHOTO 3’SB-
gsnocs iHwe. He muBo, mwo Pyna Koposa rapana cobi i
Iajli XXUTH TaK caMo, sIK goci. I 3BuyaiiHo, ifi 3maBajiocs,
o i i 6axaru Oinblle HiYyoro, — abM TIJIBKHU Ii XKHUTTH
JI0 KiHLA HE 3MiHMJIOCh.

Ta caMe TOmi, KOJIM BOHA OTO TakK COOi rajganga, He-
crnodiBaHKa, — SIK 3rogOM caMa BOHa Ka3ajia MOill Ma-
Tepi, — BXe migcrepiraia ii. Bona snana Ha Pymy Kopo-
BY SIKOCb YHOYi — TaKoOl HO4Yi, KOJIU HaBiTh 30pi B HEOi
OyaM MOB KBIiTKM KyJab0abM, a MiCSillb TMOCEPEN HbOTO
31aBaBCsl BEJIETEHCHKOIO CTOKPOTKOIO.

Tiel Houi, konu BXe Pyaga Tennuka naBHo cnana, Py-
na KopoBa panrToM mimxonwiacs i Millula TaHLIOBaTH.
BoHa TaHLIOBasla HATXHEHHO ¥ NMpPEKpacHO, YydoBO BM-
TPUMYIOYM TAKT, XO4 11 HIXTO He rpaB A0 TaHLiio. BoHa
TMOYMHAJNA MMOJIbKY, TOdiI Mepexoausia Ha OyWHMIl 10T-
JIAHACBKMM TAHOK, a Jajli — Ha 30BCIM OCOOMMBUM, IKUNA
BUrajaja caMa. A NMomMix TaHUSIMM pOOMJIa peBEpaHCH i
HU3BKO BKJIOHSIACS, YEPKAIOUUCh TOJIOBOIO 00 KBIiTKM
KyJIb0aoH.

— locnoan! — ckaszana cama cob6i Pyna Koposa, Bu-
TaHLUbOBYIOYM MaTpOCbKMit TaHOK. — Lle mpocTo sikech
anpo! S 3aBXIM Majla TaHUi 3a UIOCh HEMPUCTOMHE, a,
BUXOIMTh, UE HE TaK, 00 OCb S TAHLIOIO caMa, a s X IS
OyIdb-KOro MOXY CJAYXUTH 3a B3ipeLb!

i BoHa TanuoBana it TaHLIOBaNa, IyXe BIOBOJEHA Ca-
Ma 3 cebe. Ta 3pewuTol0 BroMmuaacs i BUpIlKIA, 1O BXe
HaTaHUIOBAJIaCh OOCXOYY W I1IO TpeOa JSIFTTU CIIOYMTH.
Ane, Ha MpeBeJIMKHI MOoOuB COOi, BOHA Bigyysa, 1O HE
MOX€E CITMHUTUCA i He TaHLIoBaTH. KoJin BOHa CripoOyBa-
Jia 6yna nartv 6ins Pynoi Tenuuku, HOru ii HeE rociyxa-
qvcs. BoHu Bce BUCTpUOYBaJIM M XOOWIM BUXWISCA, i,
3BICHO, BOHAa BUCTpHOyBana i Xomujia BUXWJISICa pa3oM 3
HUMHU. OCb BOHa MOJMHYJA IO Jy3i B HECTPUMHOMY
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BaJIbCi, TO TMiIiTalOYX Bropy, TO BHCTYTIAIOUH HaBLUTIH-
HBOYKH.

— T'ocnonu, sik yce ue AVMBHO! — TIPUMOBJISIZIA BOHA
MOMDX TaHUSIMH, i BUXOOWJIO L€ B HEl, K Y CIIPaBXHbOI
neni. [Ipote cnMHUTHCA BOHA HE MOTJa.

HacTtaB paHOK, a BOHa Bce TaHLjoBaja, i PymeHbka
Tenuuxka Mycuna cHizaTu Kynb6abamu cama-caMiCiHbKa,
60 Pyma KopoBa HecripomoxHa Oyia HaBiTh TPILLIEUKH
CTIMHUTUCS, 1100 MOMOiCTH.

LlinticiHbKMi [eHh BOHA TaHLIOBaJa, KPYXISIOUU
B3IOBX i BIIMP JyroM, a Pyna Tenwuka 6irna ciaiaikom 3a
Helo i XanioHo mykana. Konum X Hacrana i apyra Hiu, a
BOHA BCE TaK caMO TaHLIOBaJa i TaK CaMO HE MorJja CIU-
HuTHCs, Pyna KopoBa HenoMainy cTypOyBasach. A KOJIM
MpOTaHLIOBana 0e3 YNUHY UUINH TUXIEHb, TO MPOCTO-
TaKM Majlo 3 pOo3yMy HE crana.

— Tpeba nith cnuraty nopaau B Kopons, —
BUDillIJIa BOHA, TPYCHYBIUM OJIOBOIO. '

| Pyna Koposa nouinyBasa PyneHsky Tenuuky, Ha-
Kasaja il rapHO MOBOAMTUCS, MOBEpPHYNAcs i, MpOTaH-
LII0BAaBILUM Yepe3 yBeCh Jyr, nogagacsa no Kopoas.

Lliny mopory BoHa TaHLyoBaia. IHKonM it wwacTuio
BCKYOHYTH SIKMM TMariHelb i3 XXWBOILIOTY I1OHAJ ILJISI-
XOM, i KOXHMH, nmoOayuBlUM ii, TOPOMiB 3 AUBa. AJie
Jy>Xue 3a BCix nuByBajacsa camMa Pyna Koposa.

AX oCp BOHA mpUiIUNa 00 najauy, y skomy xus Ko-
posib. CMMKHYIIA 3a LWUHYPOK A3BiHKA, i, KOJIX Opama re-
peln Helo BimYMHWIACA, MpPOTaHLOBajia B cal, a 3BiOTH
LIMPOKOIO TOPIXXKOK — O KOPOJIIBCHKOIO TPOHY.

Koposb cumiB Ha TPOHi i AyXe CTapaHHO yKJIaaaB
HOBY 30ipKy 3akoHiB. Mloro cekpeTap 3anucyBaB ix y He-
BEJIMYKUN YEPBOHMUH 3alUCHUYOK y TOMY TMOpSAKY, B
skoMy Koposis npraymyBas.

JoBkosia 6yi0 MOBHO TIPUABOPHUX i ¢peiiiiH, BOHU
OyJsIM BUUEMYpPEHi i TOBOPUIIM BCi Oapasy.
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— CKiJIBKM 51 CBOTO/IHI NMPpUAyMaB 3aKOHIB? — CITUTaB
Koposnpb, 06epHyBUINCH 10 CeKpeTapsi.

CekpeTap ITOJIiYUB Y YEPBOHOMY 3aITUCHUKY.

— CimaecaT ABa, Ballla BEJIMYHICTh, — CKa3aB BiH,
HM3bKO BKJIOHSIIOYHCH i MOMISINAIoOYH, 1100 HE Mepeyenu-
THUCh Yepe3 CBOE Tycsiye Iepo, — Take BOHO OYJIO BEJIMKE.

— I'm. HenoraHo — 3a roauHy po6otu! — cka3aB Ko-
pOJIb, Ay>K€ BOOBOJICHUIA i3 cebe. — Toai Ha ChOroAHiI AO-
CUTbB.

Bin nigBiBcs i AyXe BUILYKAHO 3arOPHYBCSI B TOPHO-
CTaEBY MaHTIlIO.

— Kapety! MeHi yac no Ilepykaps! — BeJIM4YHO CKa-
3aB BiH.

I pantoM nomituB Pyny Koposy.

BiH 3HOBY CiB i B35IB y pYKM KOpPOJIiBCbKE O€pJio.

— A 1e 1o Take, ra? — BJIagHO CIUTAB BiH, KOJIK Py-
na KopoBa minraHiioBaia A0 MiIHKCKS TPOHY.

— KopoBa, Ballla BEJIMYHICTh, — CKa3ajla BOHa IIpO-
CTO.

— Ile s 6auy, — moBuB Koposb. — { mie He BTpaTuB
3opy. Ajie yoro BaM Tpeba? Kaxite, Ta mBuauie, 60 1 o
necsartiin myny 6ytu B Ilepykapsi. [loBilie BiH HE YeKaTH-
Me, a MeHi Tpe6a mimctpurrucs. Ta KMHbTE, paau BCiX
CBSITMX, OLIi CTpMOKHU i BUKpYTacHu! — po3apaTOBaHO I0-
JaB BiH. — MeHi BiIl HMX aXx Y roJIOBi IaMOPOYHUTHCS!

— AX y rojioBi NnaMOpOYMUTLCS! — JIYHOIO IiIXOIMJIN
BCi ITIPUABOPHI.

— Y TOMy-TO ¥ JIMXO, Bailla BEJUYHICTb. Sl HE MOXY
CIIMHUTUCA, — XaJlioHO npomoBwIa Pyna Koposga.

— He moxere crnmHuTuch? [ypHuii! — poscepauBcs
Koposs. — 3apa3 xe npunuHite! A, Koposnb, BaM Haka3syo!

Pyna KopoBa 3po6uiia mpocTo-Taku repoiyHe 3yCHII-
Jg. Y Hei ax yci KiCTKM NoBUITMHaNMcs. Tak BoHa CuII-
KyBanach 3ynmuHuTHcA. Ta Bce mapemHo. BoHa i mari
TaHLIOBAJIa Iepel KOPOJiBCbKUM TPOHOM.
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— 51 Hamaranacs, Ballla BEJMYHICTb. AJie HE MOXY.
A TaHIOO BXe LTUX ciM AHIB. A aHi 3acHyna. | ictm
Maitxe He ina. CKkyOHyJsa 1ioay pa3 4 ABidi, OTO i yce.
Tomy g i npuitlina NpOCUTH Balllol MOpaaH.

-~ I'm! Jlyxe nuBHO, — MoBMB Koponb, 3CyHyBLIM
KOpPOHY Ha0iK i yyxaiouu MOTWINLIO.

— Hyxe avBHO! — cKa3ajiu NMpUIBOPHI, i1 cobi yyxa-
I0YM TTOTHJINIIL.

— [ six BOHO BaM 3maeTbca? — CHUTAB Kopous.

— JIuBHO, — Bianosuia Pyna Koposa. — | Bce-taku... —
BoHa 3amoBkia, HiOu moGuparoum cnoBo. — Bce-taku
npuemMHo. Tak Haue B TeGe BcepenrHi OPMHUTD CMiX.

— JAuBoBuXxHO! — cka3aB Koposb i, mignepun ro-
JIOBY PYKOIO, 3araiaBcsl, 110 X TyT HaWKpallie 3poOuTH.

Bpa3 BiH 3ipBaBcsl Ha HOTM ¥ BUTYKHYB:

— Cunu HebecHi!

— o, Ballia BENYHICTh? — CKPUKHYJIM MPUABOPHI.

— Ta HeBxe X BM He 6aunTe? — rykHyB Koposb, Tak
PO3XBUJTIOBABILNCH, 11O BIMYCTHB 3 pykK Oepno. — SAkuii
Xe s IypeHb, 110 Bigpa3y He noMitus! I sxi x By Bci Te-
nenHi! — BiH y rHiBi 06epHyBCs 00 MpUMABOpHUX. — Xiba
K BM He OauuTe, 10 B HEi HA po3i 3ayenmiacs namgyya
3ops!

— OH BOHO 110! — 3aKpMYaIN MPUABOPHI, 60 ¥ BO-
HM parToM Ternep NOMITWIN 30pio. | 1110 HoBle AMBUIU-
cs, TO, 3JaBAJIOCS, SICHIillIE BOHA Cssa.

— ¥ Tomy-To ¥ mnmxo! — ckazaB Kopoiss. — Hyre,
JII00i MO1 NMPUABOPHI, 3HIMIiTh JIMIIEHb II0 30pI0, 100
ous... e-e-e... JIedi MPUIWHWIA TaHLIOBAaTH # Mormia
nocHimati. Ile 3ipka BaM Takoro HapoOuna, H00-
poniiko, — cka3aB BiH Pymiit KopoBi, i 3HOB A0 MpH-
aBopHux: — Hy x 60, mounHaiire!

BiH kuBHyB CTapiiomy npuaBOpPHOMY, SIKMii TajlaHT-
Ho ctaB nepen Pynoro Koposoio i moTsr 3ipky. 3ipka He
migganacs.
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Ho Crapioro nmpuagBOpHOro ONWH IO OTHOMY IIO-
TAIIACS 1HIII, — KOXXHUM XaraB NEpPeaHbOro 3a CTaH, —
ax MOKM ix HaOpanacsi mOBXeJje3Ha HHU3Ka i BCi BOHH
CTaJi IpaTUCh y «Yui 6aThKO DyX4Wii» i3 30pelo.

— Oii, rojyioBy, ronoBy! — 6narana Koposa.

— TarnHite nyxue! — KpukHyB Kopouis.

[TpuaBopHi MoOTATNH 1Ie ay>kye. BoHU Tarm Tak, 1o
B HHX OOJIMYYS TOPOOMINCS YEPBOHI, SIK MajiiHa. BoHHu
TSTJIW, TIOKK IM CTaJI0O 30BCiM HECWIa TSITTH, i BCi BOHH
MONajaii OOWH Ha OOHOro. A 3ipka ¥ 3 Micus He 3py-
wwia. BoHa, K i mepea TUM, MIiLIHO CHIiJia Ha poO3i.

— Tu-tu-tu! — 3akiauaB sa3ukoM Kopoas. — Cekpe-
Tapio, MONIAHBTE JMIIEHs B EHnMKIIONERi0O: 10 TaM €
npo Kopis I3 3ipkamMmu Ha Porax?

Cekperap cTaB HaBKOJIILKM i moi3 mig TpoH. [loTtim
Bpa3 BUPHHYB 3BIITH 3 BEJIMYE3HOIO 3€JIEHOI0 KHUTOIO B
pyKax, siKa 3aBXIH TaM JieXasia Mpo BCSK BHIIAJOK: aHY
X KOpPOJIb CX0Ye LIOCH JOBiNaTHCH.

Cexkperap moroptaB CTOPiHKH.

— Hemae nHiyoro, Baia BeJHYHICTb. € TUIBKU PO
KopoBy, Illo Ilepeckoyuna Micsausp, BH X

3Haere. Och:
Teit, punui, punui —
Kir 3arpaB Ha cKpumLi,
A Koposa yepe3 Micsiupb — cKik!
IMecuk nuByBaBcHl,
Beceno cmisiscsl,
A Ba3oH 3 BiKOHLS reTb YTiK.

Koposs notep migbopinas, — e nornomarajio HoMy ay-
MaTtu. Toni 3 cepueM 3iTxXHyB i momistHyB Ha Pymy Koposy.

— Ocpb 1I0 5 BaM CKaxy, — NMPOMOBHB BiH, — CIIpPO-
OyiiTe-HO ¥ cOOi.

— o — cnpobyBarn? — nepenurana Pyna Koposa.

— Ilepeckoute Micaup. Ile Moxe 3apamuti. Tak umn
TaK, a CrpoOyBaTH BapTO.
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— MeHni? — obypeHo Bunpoctanacsi Pyna Koposa.

— Bam, BaMm, a TO X KOMy? — HETEpIUIsIYE CKa3aB
Koponb. Bin kBanuscs g0 [lepyxaps.

— Bawa BennyHicth, — nmpomoBwia Pyna Koposa, —
HaBaXylOCh IIIOHAWMOKIpHillle BaM HaragaTu, WO g —
JobponopsiiHa, MPpUCTOMHA XynoOWHaA, i MEHE 3MaJleuKy
BUWIM, IO CTpUOATH — L€ 3aHATTS HE VIS CIPABXHIX
Jemi.

Koposnb nigxonuBcst i MaxHyB Ha Hei OepJioM.

— HoOpomniiiko, — cka3aB BiH, — BU NMPUMILIM OO0 Me-
HE TPOCUTH TOpanH, i 1 BaM ii AaB. BM xouere TaHIO-
BaTH HOoBiKy? XoueTe MOOBIKY MYYMTHUCS TOJIOAOM?
HoBiky He cratu?

Pyniit Koposi 3ramaBcs coJIOOKMH CMaK COKOBHTOI
KyJnp0a6u. 3raganacs Jyroa TpaBUls, Ha siKiil Oyno Tak
M’SIKEHBKO JiexaTu. BoHa mogyMana mpo CBOI MOTOM-
JIEHi HOTM, SIKMM Tak TpeOa crouyMHKy. | BoHa cka3sana
MOOYMKU: «Xiba, MOxXe, OmHiCiHbKMIT pa3oyok. Lle x —
Hiae HiYoro, Ta HixTo i He 3HaTUMe, KpiM Kopos».

— SIK BM rama€te, L€ AyXe BUCOKO? — CIMTajia BOHa
BroJIoC, He TMepecTalou TaHLIOBATH.

Koponb noryisiHyB Ha Micslpb.

— Tlamalo, He MeHIlue K MWIsI, — CKa3aB BiH.

Pyna KopoBa kuBHyjna rosnosowo. BoHa i caMa Tak
JyMarna.

BoHa 11e SIKyChb MUTb MOMipKyBajia — i 3BaXXWJIacCh.

— Hikonu s1 He criomiBasacs, 1O IO TaKOro IOXM-
BY, Bala BeJWuHicTh. Ctpubatu yepe3d Micsup! Ta g
cripobyio! — [ BoHa 3pobuna rpauiitHuit pesepaHc y 6ik
TPOHY.

— Ot i pmobpe, — 3amoBojieHO ckKa3aB Kopoib,
panirouu, 1o, Mabyrb-Taku, BCTUrHe xo [lepykaps. —
loits 3a MHOI1O.

Bin nomascsa B can, a Pyna Koposa i npuaBopHi py-
ILIMJIM CJIIAOM 3a HUM.
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— Hy, — moBuB Koponb, KoM BOHY BMHUILIJIM Ha ra-
JIIBMHY, — SIK S CBMCHY — cTpubarire!

BiH BUTAr 3 KMILIEHI XUJIeTa BEAUKUNA 30JI0TUH CBM-
CTOK 1 JIETEHbKO AMYXHYB Y HBOTO, 11100 NMEpPEeKOHATUCS,
1[0 TaM HEMa TMWJIIOKM.

Pyna KopoBa TaHLioBana, BCS TaK i BUCTPYHYMBIIKC.

— Hy, — cka3zaB Koponsp, — pa3!..

— JIBa!

— Tpu!

I BiH CBUCHYB.

Pyna KopoBa HaOpana noBiTpsi, BiIIUTOBXHYJIaCh K
TiIBKW MOTJIa Halayx4ye — i ckouuial

Ile 6yB HewyBaHMiT cTpUOOK! 3eMIsT MUTTIO IUYTHYJIA
Kynuck yHm3. Ilocrari Kopons i nmpumBopHuX pobunucs
Ielaji MEHLIL i MEHIIi, aX MOK! 30BCiM PO3TaHYyJIM BHH-
3y. A BOHA JIETiJIa yce BUIIE B HEOO, ITOMiX 30pi, 11O CHY-
BaJIi JOBKOJIa, MOB BEJIMKi 30JIOTi TapUTKH, i 3HEHAlIbKa,
OCBIiTJIECHA SICHUM CSIMBOM, Bim4yJa XOJOTHHMM JIOTHK
MICSIYHOrO TpoMiHHA. BoHa 3arumoliuia o4i, IpoJiTarouu
Hag MicsueM, a Koiau SICKpaBUM, YapiBHUN MiCSTYHUI
OJICK mepecTraB il CJINMTHU, KON BOHA BXe 3HOB JIETiIa
o 3emni, Pyna KopoBa Haxyuia rojioBy i panToM Bimgyy-
Jia, 10 3ipKa craja 3 ii pora i 3 po3roHy NMOKOTWIAaCch 4Ye-
pe3 yce He6o. | Koposi 3manock, 1110, KO 3ipka NOpUHY-
Jia B TEMpSBY, 3BiITH JOJHHYJIM MOTYTHI XBWII MYy3UKH.

[Ile Mmuts — i Pyna KopoBa 3HOB crosina Ha 3eMiii.
Ha npeBenukuit cBiif noaus, BOHA 1oGaymia, WO CTOITh
He B KOpOJIIBCBKOMY CamKy, a Ha pPiZHOMY, BKPUTOMY
KyJibbabaMu Jy3i.

| BoHa He TaHmoBana. Horu ii 6ynu Taki HerHyuki,
MOB BHMTECAHi 3 KAMEHIO, i CTymnajla BOHa PO3BaXJIMBO i
CTaTe4YHO, SK i HAIEXUTb KOXHii JOOpONOpsOHii KO-
poBi. CrokiiHO # yNEeBHEHO BOHA MHIIJIAa JIyrOM, Ha-
3ycTpiv Pyaiit Tenuuii, CKycyloum MUMOXiJb TOJIOBH 30-
JIOTUCTUM Kynb0ah’siyMM COJIIaTHKAM.
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— Sk mobpe, w0 BM MoBepHYIUCH! — ckaszana Pynma
Tenunuyka. — MeHi OyJlo Tak CyMHO camiii!

Pyna KopoBa mouiiyBana ii i KuHynach o rami. Lle
BHEpIe 3a LUIMA TUXKOEHb BOHA MOIJIa SIK CJiA I1O-
noicti. ToMy-To, 1100 3aMOPHUTH TOJIOH, iii HOBeJOCS
3’ictTh ax Kibka 6oioBMX MOJKiB KyabGabu. Tomi i
cTayio Kpaie. | 3HOBY BOHa moyajia XHMTH TakK, SIK XWJa
paHile.

Cnepiy 1if gyXe noxodaJoch Take CINOKiifHE, HOp-
MaJIbHE XUTTS, BOHA TillIXJIaCh, 1O MOXE CO0i MocHiga-
TH 6€3 HiSIKMX TaHLiB, i IMOJIEXAaTH Ha TpaBi, 1 BUCIIaTH-
cs BHOYi, 3aMiCTh O €CaMOTO pPaHKy BHUPOOJISITU peBe-
paHcH nepea MicsiueM.

AJie 3 YacoM BOHa BiguyJa sikech HEBIOBOJICHHS. Hi,
ii kBiTYacTuit nyr i ii Pynenska Tenmuka Gynu iii Tak ca-
MO Jo0i, 9K i KOJIKCh, a IIPOTE YOroch il Opakysaio, a
YOoro — BOHa He MorJia 3po3ymMmiTd. Hapewti BoHa 36ar-
HyJa: i Opakye ii 3ipku. BunHo, Pyna KopoBa Heabusik
3BMKJIa TAHUIOBAaTW i BITMBATUCS TIOYYTTSIM IHACTS, sIKE
JapyBaja 3ipka, 60 3HOB JlajHa OyJia 3aKpYyXUISITM B Ma-
TPOCLKOMY TaHLi, abX TiIBKK 3 3ipKOIO0 Ha pO3i.

Bona crana HepBoBa. BrpaTuia anetur, i ii xapakTep
Ienani Jayxde IicyBaBcs. Terep BOHa 4acTo Ijlakana,
HiOMTO 0€3 XomHOiI Ha Te npuuyuHM. KiHelpb KiHLIEM, BO-
Ha npuillia 10 MOEL MaTepi, yce i po3rnoBija i monpo-
CWJia TIOpalM.

— lonyboHbko! — cka3ana iii Most MaTh. — HeBxe X
TaKy BU raja€re, 1o 3 Heba 3a LMW BiK Maga€ TiIbKU
onHa 3ipka? Ta 1IOHOYI iX 3pMBAIOTLCSA MIBAOHU, 1100
BU 3Hamu! TifbKW, 3BICHO, BOHM IMaJalOTb HE B OIHE
micue. He crnoxisaiitecsi, 110 Ha TOM caMMii Jyr yrmane
Ha BalIOMY BiKy IBi 3ipku!

— To Bu ramaere... koau 6 s BUpylIWIa B IOIO-
pox?.. — moyasia Pyma Koposga, i oui ii 3arpanu 1aciu-
BUM OJIMCKOM Hapii.
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— byBmiu BamMM, — BIIIOBLIA MOSI MaTu, — g O CrIpo-
OyBaJia TMOIIYKAaTH.

— S momykalo! — pamicHo ckasana Pyma Koposa. —
HeomMiHHO moniykalo!..

...Mepi [TonmniHc 3aMoBKJIa.

— Yepe3 Te, MabyTb, BOHA ¥ mpuiinuia y BuuiHeBy
Bynuuky, — cTuxa o3Bajacst IXeiH.

— 3BuyaiHoO, — mpoiuenoriB Maiki. — BoHa wykae
CBOIO 3ipKy.

Mepi [lommiHc 3nerka crpeneHynacsi i BUIPOCTa-
nack. li TMXe 30cepemKeHHs BMUTh 3HUKIIO.

— 3apa3 xe Bimiiimu om BikHa, Oynp JlacKaBuii! —
CEpAUTO cKasajla BoHa.— Sl iy racuTu CBiTIIO.

I BoHa mBMAKO milia 3a nABepi 4O BUMMKaya.

— Maiikie, — THXeceHbKO MoBWia [IxeinH. — Ilo-
IJISHb XO4Y OMHUM OYKOM, YM KOpOBa 1ie y Bynuuii.

Maiiki roxarnueM BU3MPHYB Y NPUTEMHiTY Byimuky.

— Mepuuiit! — npomenoriia JIxeiH. — Mepi [Ton-
MiHC ochb-oCch BepHeThes! To wo, €?

— Hi-i-i, — nporar Maiiki, BOUBJISIOYMCh Y TIPU-
cmepk. — Hema i Gimsbko. IMTinwia.

— MeHi Tak Xo4yeThCs, 1100 BOHA 3HailLIA 3ipKy! —
ckazana JIxeitH, ysBuBwM, sk Pyma KopoBa maHzpye
CBiTaMH ¥ 1IyKae 3ipKy, o0 3akBiT4aTH COOi pir.

— MeHi TeX XxoyeTbcsl, — TPOMOBUB Maiikn i, 1mo-
yyBIIKM Xony Mepi [TonmiHc, KBamjvMBO OMYyCTUB 3aBicCy.

MICIiC KOPPI

— JIBa (pyHTHM KOBOACOK, i3 CBUHUHM, HAWBHUIIOIO
TaTyHKy, — cKasajna Mepi ITonninc. — | wBumme, 6yas
JlacKa, HaM HiKOJIM.

Pi3HUK, y BeTUKOMY PapTycCi B CUHIO ¥ Oiny CMYXKY,
OyB mankuil i npuBiTHUA 4onoBik. He Tinbku ¢aptyx, a
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 cam BiH OyB BEJIMKWMA, IO TOTO X YEPBOHHWIA i IyXe
CKMIIaBCS Ha OIHY 3 KoBOacok. BiH cnepcs pykamu Ha
MpWIaBoK i 3axoruieHO BTynuBcsa B Mepi [Monmninc. Tomi
BeceJIo niaMoprHyB JXxeiH i Maiikiosi.

— Hikonu? — nepenuraB BiH Mepi [lonminc. — Llko-
na! A s mymaB, L0 BM MMPOCTO 3adlUIM Mo6GanakaTy Tpo-
Xxu. baunte, MU, pi3HUKH, JIOOMMO TOBapHUCTBO. Ta it He
YacTO TPAIUISIETbCS Haroma MOTOMOHITH 3 TaKOlO ClaB-
HOI0, YapiBHOIO Jei, sIK BU... — BiH panToM 3aMoOBK, IO-
OaunBuIn, ke B Mepi [NonniHc obnuyus. Ha HeoMy Oy-
JIO HaNMCaHO 1IOCh TaKe XaxJIuBe, 10 Pi3HMK MUMOBOJTI
rmo6axas co0i B KpaMHMLi MaTH JIbOX, B IKUii OM 3apas-
TaK{ MOXHa Oyso npoBanuTuch. — Hy, Ta rapasm, — cka-
3aB BiH i 3poOMBCS 1li¢ YePBOHIILMIA, K OyB. — SIKu0 BamM
HiKOoM, TO 3BicHO... OTKe, nBa ¢hyHTH? Byns nacka...

I BiH xBarmIMBO MimYEnMB Ha rax KOBry HU3KY KOBGa-
COK, HaBillaHMX IO BCit KpaMHMLi, MOB HaMMCTO,
Bimpi3aB HOOpSIYMI 1LIMAT — 30 TPU UBEPTi ipaa, CKpYyTUB
iX BIHOYKOM i, 3arOpHYBLUHX Criepluy B OUIMI, a TOmi B py-
IW# Tanip, NocyHyB yepe3 npunaBok no Mepi [lonmiHc.

— Moxe, me woch? — cKasaB BiH 3 HaHi€lo, IOCi
YEPBOHMIA.

— Yce, — Tineku nupxHyga Mepi [lonmniHe, wBMAKO
oOepHyJia Bi30K i MOBE3J1a MOro 3 KpaMHHUIi 3 TAKUM BU-
rsimoM, o PisHuK Bimpasy 36arHyB, sIK CTpallleHHO BiH
il obpa3us.

A mpoTre, BUHIIOBIUM 3 KpaMHMIli, BOHa He 3alysa
MO3WPHYTHU Y BITPUHY, N€ BiLA3EpKATIOBAIMCS ii HO-
BEHBKI YEPEBUYUKMU.

Bouu Oynu sicHo-OpyHaTHi, NaiikoBi, 3 Tym3uWuka-
MM — IIy>K€ TapHEHbKI.

JxeiH i3 MaiikiioM Tynanu 3a Helo CJIiIoM i po3Mip-
KOBYB&JIM, UM CKiHYMTHCS KOJM-HEOYOb CITUCOK YCBHOTO
TOTO, 1O BOHA MaJia TIOKYTIMTH, aja¢ B HEi OyJI0 Take 00-
JIVYYS, WO CIIMTaTH MITH HE HABAXKMUJIIUCH.
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Mepi [MonmiHc nmoguBuiIack Ha oOMaABa OOKH BYJIMLII,
HEMOBOM 1IOCHh TMMWJIBHO OOMIpKOBYBaJla, a TOHi, HEHaye
panToM 3BaXXKMBIIKUCh, KOPOTKO CKa3ala:

— Puba!

[ moxoTuna Bi3oK O CYCimHBOI KPaMHHLI.

— MopchKkuit S13UK, NiBTOpa (pyHTa TajiTyca, MiHTY
KpeBETOK i omHOro omapa, — npomoBuiia Mepi IlonmiHc
TaK LWBWAKO, IO TUIBKM XTOCh 3J1aBHA 3BUYHHUH OO Ta-
KMX HakasiB Mirl il 3pO3yMITH.

Pu6HuK Ha BigMiHy Bim Pi3Huka OyB mOBroTeaecHii,
XyIMH 40JIOB’Sira, TAKUI TOHKHIA, 11O B HHOTO, 31aBaJIO-
csl, 30BCiM He Oyyio mepeny, a TUIbKM ABa O0KH, i 3 Ta-
KUM CYMHUM OOJMYYSAM, HiOM BiH a0o 1LIOMHO IUTaKaB,
ab0 0OCh-OCh 3arurave.

IxeiH ragama, wo, MaOyTb, Y HbOrO Ha CEpLi IIE
3MoJIoly SKech rope, a Maiikia BBaxaB, 110, IEBHO,
Pu6HuKoBa MaTu 3MajeyKy TpuMaja HOro Ha Xiibi ¢
BOIi, i BiH HiSK He MOXe LbOTO 3a0yTH.

— Moxe, we uochk, — cka3aB PHUOHUK Takum O6e3-
HaAiiHMM roJiocoM, Haye 3a3fajieTiab 3HaB, 110 AapMa i
MUTaTH.

— Ha cporonni Bce, — MmoBwia Mepi [lonmiHc.

PHOHMK CyMHO IIOXMTaB TIOJIOBOIO, HICKIJIBKM HE
3IMBYBaBIIMCh, Haye TIILKKA LIOro M CIOIiBaBCSI.

CrHxa 3iTXalouyM, BiH 3arOpHYB i 3aB’g3aB KyIUIeHE U
NOKJIAB Yy Bi30K.

— Hy i1 noroga, — cka3aB BiH i BTep O4i pPyKOIO. —
He BipuThCA, 110 KOJUCH Oyne J1iTO, X0, TPaBAy CKasa-
TH, floro i He Oyno Hikosu. I y Bac He myxe-To KBiTy-
umii BUDIAA, — nmoauBHUBCcs BiH Ha Mepi [TonmiHc. — Ta
i XTO Terep KBITy4HIA...

Mepi [lonniHc TpycHy/na roJjioBolo.

— Ce0e rsamiTe! — cepAMTO cKa3ajla BOHA i METHYJIa-
Csl 10 ABepei, TaK LITOBXHYBIUM Bi30K ymepend, WO BiH
CTYKHYBCS B SIIUMK 3 KpeBeTKamu. — JloBro mymas! —
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YK€ HaJBOpi IMPOJIyHAB il HEBAOBOJICHU TOJIOC, — BOHA
caMe po3risaajia y BiTpUHI BilA3epKaJeHHS CBOIX HOBUX
yepeBUUKiB. To 116 B HOBECEHbKUX OpYHAaTHUX YEPEBUY-
KaxX 3 IyI3MyKaMu y Hei He OyXe KBiTyyui Burisg?! —
HiOM migcayxanu nitv ii xymxu. — Hy, Bxe i cka3as!

Ha TtpoTyapi BOHa 3ynMHWJIAach, NEperJisiHyJia CBii
CITMCOK 1 3a3HaumMjIa TAIOYKaMH, WO BXE KYTUIEHO.

Maiiki nepecTynuB 3 HOTM Ha HOTY.

— Mepi IlonniHc, a nogoMy MM He MiIEMO HiKO-
JIU? — po3BepeayBaBCsl BiH.

Mepi llonmiHc oGepHynach i MOMISIHYJa Ha HBOTO
MaJIO HE 3 OTUJIOIO.

— [lo6ayuMo, K TaM Oyae, — KOPOTKO NMPOMOBUJIA
BOHA.

I Maiik, yrieniBuiy, sik BOHa 3ropHyJia CIIMCOK, MO-
OyMaB, IO Kpale 0ysio 6 oMy HEe O3UBATUCD.

— Sk xodyeul, TO BepTaiicd OOAOMY, — HEBIOBOJICHO
KHWHYJIa BOHa. — A MU MiIeMO KyrnyBaTU KOPXHWKH 3 iM-
OvpoM.

MaiikyioBe 0061muyust BuTArIocsa. Ox, IKOU X BiH OyB
He o3uBaBcs! AGM X BiH OyB 3HaB, 11O B KiHILIi CITUCKY —
KOPXMKH 3 iMOMpoM!

— To6i — Tymu, — cyxo cka3ana Mepi [lonmniHc, KUB-
HyBlLIM B 0ik BumineBoi Bynuuku. — Ta misiou He 3a06i1y-
IHUCs, — JOJajia BOHA.

— Ox, Hi, Mepi INonminc, 6yab gacouka, Hi! A x
TUIBKM TaK cKa3as, f... Ox, Oyab jgacka, Mepi [lomminc!

— Hexait Bin mige 3 Hamu, Mepi [lonniHc, — mornpo-
cuna # dxeiH. — Sl Be3TUMY Bi30K, TiIBKH JO3BOJIBTE
xait Maiikn mige 3 HaMu!

Mepi [lonmiHc MUpXHYyNa i CEpAUTO CKasaja:

— SIXOM ChOTOAHI HEe M’ ATHULS, TU O TUTBKU MEJbK-
HyB gonoMy! Tak OM TUIBKM i MEJIbKHYB!

BoHa pymuna Bmepen, KOTAYM Bi3ka. JIXXKeHH i3
MaiikioM, 3pO3yMiBILIM, IO Had HUMM 3IJISIHYJIUCH,
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MUY CJTIOKOM, MIPKYIOYM, LIO O3HAyae «TibKU O
MenbKHYB». | Bpas JIxeitH moMiTuia, 110 BOHH HOYTh
KYOUCh HE TYOM...

— Aune x, Mepi [lonmiHc, B X Haye Kasaiau, IO MU
AneMo KyImyBaTH KOPXKUKM 3 iMOUPOM, a Lie X 30BCiM HE
Ta Jopora, KyAoK MM 3aBXIHU MO HUX XOOAMMO, — [oya-
Jia 6yna BOHa, Ta BMUTh ypBasa, CriiMaBlIy Ha cobi Io-
rasn Mepi IMonmiHc.

— XTO Ma€ Bce IMOKYNUTU — S UM TU? — 3amuTana
Mepi IlonniHc.

— Bu, — ckaszana [XeiH oy>ke CYMUPHUM TOJIOCOY-
KOM.

— HeBxe? A s nymana — HaBnaku! — HacMillIKyBaTO
npomoBuna Mepi [lonmiHc.

BoHa 35erka KpyTHy/a Bi3OK, MOBEPHYJa MOro 3a pir
i 3HEeHalbKa 3yNMHUIA.

JxerH 3 MaiikiioM i cobi panToOBO CIIMHUIUCSH MO-
3all HBOIO 1 HECMOAiBaHO MOOAYMIN, IO CTOSTh MEpen
KpaMHMYKOl0. UynHiloi KpaMHUYKHA BOHM 3poay He 6a-
yunu. BoHa Oyna myxe MajeHbKa i Oyxe 3aHenOaHa. Y
BiTPMHAX BUCIIM 3JIMHAJI CTpiyeykH OapBUCTOro mnarme-
pY, a Ha MOMULSX CTOSJIM OOJIYIUIEHI KOPODOUKH 3 1Iep-
0eTOM, XTO3HA-KOJUIIHI COJOOLIEBI NATUYKU 1 JyXe
OaBHi, OyXe TBepAi s0ayuka B ipuci. Mix BitpuHamu Oy-
JIY HU3E€HBbKi TeMHi aBepi, Kynu Mepi [TonmiHc i moBes-
Ja Bi3oK. A JIeitH 3 MalKJIoM pyUIMIHA 3a HEIO.

Y TbMsAHiIA KpaMHUYLi OiTH BCE X PO3MISIALUIU 3aCK-
JICHW i MPUJIaBOK, LLO TATCS B3OOBX aX TPbOX CTiH, i miA
CKJIOM YHHU3Yy JIEXaJld pPSOKAMU KOPXMKU 3 iMOHMpOM.
BoHu Oynm Tak rycTo BCisIHi ITO30JI04EHUMM 3ipOYKaMu,
IO Bil TOTO BCSI KpaMHMUKA HiOM aX CBiTHiIACS.

IkeitH i3 MaiKJIOM O3MpHY/IMCA, dyKe LiKaBi moba-
YUTH, XTO ix oOCHyxuTh. | HeabUSK 3IUBYBATUCS, KOJIHU
Mepi IlonmiHc rykHyna:

— enHi, EnHi, ne su?
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Tosoc ii HiOM BiZOMBCS JIYHOIO Bill yCiX CTiH TEMSTHOI
KpaMHHUYKHU. | senBe BiH mposiyHaB, SIK 3a NPHIaBKOM
3’SIBUJIMCSL OBi XIHKM HE0a4eHO BEJIMKOTO 3pOCTYy M IO-
THCHYAM Mepi Ilonminc pyky. Tomi nepexwinnucs
0o0MIBI HaX NMPUJIABKOM, HEUYBAaHO I'YYHMMM TIOJIOCaMH
MPOMOBWIM 10 HiTeit: «[lobporo 3m0poB’sil» — i MOTHUC-
HYIH iM pYKH.

— Jlo6poro 310poB’s, Mic!.. — Maitki 3aMOBK, CWJI-
KYIOUMCh YrajJaTH, KOTRY 3 HUX SIK 3BYTbh.

— Mene 3Bati PeHHi, — NMPOMOBMUJIA ONHA 3 BeJe-
TEHCBKHMX XiHOK. — A 3mopoB’s... [Iskyio Bam... PeBma-
TU3M HE TOITYCKaE.

Fonoc y Hei OyB myXe CyMHHUii, HaueOTO BOHA He
BipWJa, 1O L 11 TaK YEMHO BiTalOTh.

— SIkuit chOrOfHiI rapHUit JeHb, — BBIWIMBO CKa3ala
JIKeHH m0 Opyroi cecTp, L0 BXE 3 J00pY XBWIMHY
TPUMaJIa PYKYy OIBUYMHKM B CBOEMY 3JOPOBEHHOMY Ky-
Jari.

— i — EHHI! — cyMHO mnoBimoMwia BOHa. — A B3a-
raJTi-TO JIIOEN MipsIOoTh HE IO CJIOBaX, a MO Hijiax.

HxeitH 3 MaitkiioM nogyMajiu, 10 B CECTEp AOCHUTH
yyJHa 3BHYKA PO3MOBJISITH, aJle JOBrO YyXyBaTHUCS OiTSIM
He noBenocsi, 60 Mic PeHHi Ta Mic EHHiI noTdarmcs Be-
JIETEHCBKMMHM pYKaMM JI0 Bi3Ka, i KOXHa YpOYHUCTO IO-
THCHYJIA py4Ky ogHOMY 3 bnusHst. Mai 3 HecrogiBaH-
KM 3afLIUTACS TUTAYeM.

— Hy-Hy-Hy-Hy! A 4oro, yoro Bu? — 03BaBCst AeCh i3
JIMOMHU KPaMHUYKM MMUCKIMBUNA, TOHEHbKUMN, OE€pEHY-
auBui ronocok. Ilouysiu itoro, Mic ®eHHi Ta Mic EHHi
Haye e ayx4e nocymHimm. O6uuBi 6y/IM sKich mepessi-
KaHi ¥ MoB caMmi He cBoi. | JIxeitH 3 Maiikiom nmomyma-
JI4, 10, MabyTh, cecTpaM-BeJIeTKaM QyXe XOTLIOCh CTa-
TH MaJIeCEHBKMMHU it He TAKMMU IMOMITHUMM.

— A 1o ue g 4ylo? — XMMEpHUHA TOHECEHBKUH ToJI0-
COK JIYHaB JeCh OJIU3BKO.
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I ocw 3-mo3a cxigHOro mMpunaBKa BUPMHYJA Ta, LIO
ropopwia. He nuBo, 110 BOHA Majia TaKUi TOHICIHBKUMA
roOJIOCOYOK: BOHAa 1 cama Oyla KpHMXiTHA # TEHIITHA.
| 3manacs BoHa miTSIM CTapoOIO SIK CBIT — 3 MaHiCiHBKUM
KMYTOYKOM KiC Ha roJjioBi, TOHECEHBKMMHU, MOB MaTH4-
KM, HDKKaMM H CYXeHbKMM 3MOpILUKYBATUM JIMYKOM.
A TnpoTte BOHa miabiria 10 HUX TakK JIETKO il Becelyio, K
MOJIOAEHbKA OiBUMHA.

— Hy-Hy, oue HecrniogiBaHka! ['ocnoau, Ta ue x Mepi
ITormixc 3 dxoHoM i bapbapoto benxc! Lo — i IxeiH
3 Maiikniom ty1? Hy, ska X 060 ¥ cnpaBmi oba He-
criofiBaHka a1 MeHe! Takoi s He 3a3Hasia, BiAKOIM XpH-
cropop Komym6 BinkpuB Amepuky. [IpaBmy Bam Kaxy!

BoHa 3axoruieHo BcMixanach iM. | ii HOoXeHsTa B He-
BEJIMYKHUX M’ SIKEHBKHX YepEeBUYKAX aX MPUTAHLILOBYBAJIU.

Ocp BOHa migbiriia A0 Bi304YKa, 3JIeTKa Ioroinasia

MOTr0 i MIBUAKO-UIBUAKO 3aBOpPYIIMJIA TIEPEX HOCOM Y
I>xoHa i bap6apu CBOIMU CyXeHBKMMHU, KpUBUMH, CTa-
PEHBKMMHU NajpyMKaMu. Mani Bigpa3y mnepectanu Iuia-
KaTH i MoYyaJu BCMiXaTUCh.
_ — Oraxk xpaie! — MOBUJIa BOHA i BECEJIO 3aXUXOTiJa.
I 3HeHalbpKa 3pobusia uock aAyxe yyaHe. BoHa Bianama-
Jla B cebe Ha pyli ABa maJjblli i MpocTgaria oauH JXo-
HOBi, Apyruii bap6api. Ta HallAMBOBMXKHIlLUE 3 YCHOTO
OyJio Te, 1[0 3aMiCThb BilJlaMaHUX MaJbliB YMUTb BUPOC-
Ju HOBi, — IIxxeiH 3 MaiikioM no6pe 6aunnu 1e.

— [Ipocto yxop cobi, iM He 3alIKOIUTh, — CKa3aaa
crapeHbka 00 Mepi [lomnmiHc.

— Bce, o macte iM BH, Micic Koppi, Moxe TipuHe-
CTH iM TUIBKM KOpMCTh, — Biamosiia Mepi [lonmiHc Ha-
MpoYya Jil00’ I3HO.

— Ot wkona! — He BrepniB Maiikin. — fkbu ue Oy-
JIA M’SITHI LyKepKu!

— Hy, yacoM BUXOOSITE i M ATHI LYKEPKM, — PATICHO
ckazana Micic Koppi, — uie i A0 TOoro ayxe cMauyHi!
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A1 camMa 4aCTEHBKO iX CMOKYY, IK HE MOXY BHOYi 3aCHY-
TA. JlyXe nobpe Ha IIJIyHOK.

— A 110 3 HUX BUMAEC HACTYITHOIO pa3y? — CIMTala
IxeitH, 3 BEJMKOIO WLIKaBiCTIO OUBISYUCH Ha TIAJIBLI
Micic Koppi.

— Orox! — migxonuna Micic Koppi. — ¥ Tomy-To it
wrtyka! Sl HiKOMM He 3Halo 3a3Majeriib, Ha IO BOHHU
00epHyThCA. My Ha pU3HUK, K CKa3aB KOJUCh Binbreasm
3aBOMOBHMK CBOiif MaTepi (s caMa uyja), KOJM BOHaA
YMOBJISIJIa IOT0 He OpaTHCS 3aBOMOBYBATH AHIIIIIO.

— Bu, MalyTp, nyxe crapi! — ckasana [IxeiH 3a3apo
3iTXal04M, K noaymMajia, Y4 3HaTUME BOHA X0Y KOJIh-He-
OyIb CTUTbKHY, CKUIBKM 3Ha€ Micic Koppi.

Micic Koppi 3aKkuHya Ha3aa CBOXO MaJIEHBKY TOJIiBKY
3 XMYTUKOM CHMBHX KiC i 3aflIUIaCs TIMCKJIMBUM CMIXOM.

— Crapa! — BUTyKHyna BOHA. — Ta S MPOCTO MUCKIIS
npoTH cBoe€l 6abyci. OTo TakM CrpaBAi CTapa XiHKa, fK
xouere 3Hath! Hy, ane it cama s moXusa Ha CBiTi YuMa-
JeHbKO. SK-He-sK, a KOJIU CBIiT poOUBCS, — INam’gTalo, s
X 60 Tomi Oyna BxXe HajieKo He AMTHMHA. OX i BepeMis X
TOOI 3YMHMIAcs, aene!

BoHa HecnomiBaHo ypBaja i Tak i Bn’snacg B JXKeiH
i3 MaiikiioM CBOIMM MaJIeHBKUMU OYEHSTKaMU.

— Oii 1MIeHbKO, 5 co0i po36anakylo, a Bac HiXTO He
obcnyroBye! HameBHe, rony00OHbKO, — 3BEpPHY/IACh BOHA
nmo Mepi [lommiHc Tak, K 3BEpTAIOTHCS OO AyXKe HaBHIX
I00puX 3HAMOMMX, — HAIEBHO X, BU BCi MPUHMIIIUA MO
KOPXHUKY 3 iMOMpoM?

— Ilupa npasnma, Mmicic Koppi, — yemMHO Binka3ana
Mepi IMormmiHc.

— e mo6pe! ®PeHni it EHHI BXe ganu ix BamM? — Ka-
Xy4yHd 1€, BOHa auBunaca Ha JxeiH i Maiika.

HXelH roxuTajia rojoBoIlo.

3-3a NpWiaBKa ToYyaucsa nBa 00s3Ki ToJIoCH.

— Hi, mamo, — Hacwiy BuMoBuNa Mic MeHHi.
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— Mu caMe XOTUTH...— 3JI9KaHO TipolenoTiia Mic EHHI.

[MouyBwin ue, Micic Koppi BumpocTtasach Ha BeCh
3pIiCT i PO3/IOYEHO MOAMBMJIACS HA CBOIX 3IOPOBUJI-IO-
YOK. A TOHmi NMPOMOBWJIA TUXEHBKHUM, JIIOTUM, MOTOPO-
IUHUM TOJIOCOM:

— Came xoTtin? OH sk! Lle uikaBo! A TH He cKaxelu
MeHi, EHHI, xT0 103BOJMB TOOI po3aaBaTH MOi KOPXUKH
3 iMOupom?

— Hixto, Mamo! Ta 51 X i He po3naBajia, S TUTbKH IO-
oymana...

— Twu tinbku nmogymana! 3pobusna meHi sacky! Hy, To
ocbk! 3pobu MeHi nacky, He nymait! I caMa nomymaro npo
Bce, sk Oyme Tpeba! — ckasana micic Koppi TMM camum
TUXUM, MOTOPOIIHUM rojsiocoM. Toi 3acMmisiacss KOpoT-
KUM, AepeHWIiuBUM cMixoM: — [lornaHe Ha Hel! Tu
TiILKW morjsiHb Ha Hei! [lnakciiika-Tioxrifika! PeByHs-
MaHIOHS! — Mulliajla BOHA, MOKa3yloYH Ha JOYKY CBOIM
BY3JIyBaTUM NaJbYHUKOM.

HxeitH 3 MaiikioMm, o06epHYBUINCH, ITOGAYMIIH, 1O
MO BEJIETEHCbKOMY 3aXypeHoMy o6auuyi mic EHHIi Ko-
TUTBCSl 3IOPOBEHHA CJAbO3MHA, ajle cKa3aTH Hiyoro He
ckasanu, 60 micic Koppi, xou ska Oyna HeBeiquM4Ka Ha
3piCT, HaraHsla Ha HUX HeaOusaKuii cTpax. Ta 9K TiIBKU
BOHAa Ha MUTb BiABepHYyJach, J>KeiH KpaabkoMma rmogajia
Mic EHHi cBolo XycTHHy. BeneTreHchbka c/lbO3MHA BMUTD
3MoYyMia il HackKpi3b, i Mic EHHI, BOIYHO NMOIISIHYBILUH
Ha [Xe¥WH, BUKpyTHaa ii, nepul HiX BiIaTH AiBYMHLA.

— Hy, a T, PeHHi, TakoxX mAymaya, ra? — LbOro pa-
3y MUCKJIMBUH TojlocoK OyB 3BEpHEHUI A0 APYTOi JOYKH.

— Hi, MamMo, — TpemTsiuu, BUMOBMWIA Mic (DEeHHI.

— I'm! TBoe wacts! BincyHp nuileHb CKIIO!

TpeMTAuUUMHU, HECTYXHIHUMU NainbUsgMHu Mic DeHHi
BIICYHYJIa Ha NPUJIaBKYy CKJIO.

— Hy-60, mMuai Mmoi, — 30BCiM iHaKIIMM TOJOCOM
ckasana Micic Koppi mo [xeitH 3 MaiixioM. Bona
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yCMixajiach i KJIMKaJia 1X TaK MPUBITHO, 1[0 000X ax CO-
pPOM y34B 3a CBiil OCTpax Ieped Herwo. BoHM nomymanu:
«SIxa X BoHa i cnaBHa!»

— Yu He xo4yeTe, roayd’iTOHbKA, MOKJIIOBAaTH YOTOCh
cMavyHeHbKOro? CpOrogHi iX NMPUroTOBaHO OCOOJIHBHUM
YHHOM — Liell cnocid s 3Hawo Bin Anbdpena Benuxoro.
3 HbOro OyB 4YyHZOBHUI KOHAMTEP, 1 HOOpE 1ie MaM’sTalo,
X04a IKOCh KOPXHMKHM B HBOTO NMpUTOpiin. CKiIbKH BaM?

HxeitH 3 Maiikiiom normsaHynau Ha Mepi I[TonmiHc.

— KoxHoMy 1o 4oTupu, — cKaszaja BoHa. — OTxe,
BCbOTO JBaHAAIIATE.

— Bi3pMiTh TpUHAAUATH! — BeCEIO MOBHWJIA MiCicC
Koppi.

I OxeitH 3 MaiikioM HaOpaJu ax TpPUHAZUATb —
MPOCTO LTy rOopy — YyIOBHX, TEMHUX, BeJIMYE3HUX KOp-
XHUKiB 3 iMOMpPOM, i Ha KOXXHOMY OJiviliaza 30JI0Ta Mane-
poBa 3ipka. MaiKJ1 He BTepmiB i BiIKYCUB piKE€UYOK Of-
HOro 3 HMX.

— Hobpi? — nucHyna wicic Koppi, i, Konm BiH
CTBEpPAHO KMBHYB, BOHA 3 Ti€l BTiXM MiOXOMNWJIa pyKaMu
CYKHIO i IMillyla B TAHOK. — Ypa, ypa, Npe4yyaoBo! — ry-
Kaja CTapeHbKa CBOIM TOHECEHBKHMM, A3BIHKMM TIOJO-
COYKOM.

Ta ocp BoHa ciMHUIACA | BMUTh CIOBaXHijaa.

— OpnHaye 3aTaMmTe: 1 He posnalo ix napma. S Gepy 3a
HUX 1uiaty! KoxHui 3 Bac IjaTUTh TPU TEHCU.

Mepi [IlonmiHc pos3uwiiOHy/la ramaHeub i Aicrana
3BIATH TPHM MOHETKM MO Tpu NeHcu. BoHa mana mo Mo-
Hetui xeitH i Maikiosi.

— Hy x 60, — ckaszana wmicic Koppi, — npuninits
MEHi iX Ha CyKHIo. TaMm iXHE Miclie.

BoHM ax Ternep NMPUAMBWIKUCE OO ii TEMHOI JOBroi
CYKHi i panToM no6avywiM, 0 BOHA BCSl BCUMaHa MoO-
HETKaMU B TPU TEHCH, IK MacKapaaHe BOpaHHS sCKpa-
BUMM OJIUCKITKAMH.

77



— Mepuwiii-60! Ilpunimite! — 3HOBY CKasaja Micic
Koppi, nmoTvpaoud pyKu 3 pamiCHOi HETEPIUIAYKH. —
BoHu He BmanmyTh, caMi moGauuTe!

Mepi [lonmiHC mepiua CTynmHyNa A0 Hel i NMpuiinuia
MOHETY Ha KOMip CyKHi Micic Koppi.

Ha awBo [IxeitH i MaiikyioBi, MOHETa MpuUCTaIa.

Toni ¥ Boun mpuninuau cBoi — IXXelH — Ha npaBe
meye Micic Koppi, a Maiikn — Ha o6aMiBKYy CYKHi
criepeny.

— [IpocTo nuBo! — cka3ana JIXeiH.

— Slke x Tyt ouBo? — 3axmxoTima Micic Koppi. —
[IpuHaiiMHi He HamOinpie 3 auB.— | BOHa mMoO-3MOB-
HMLBKOMY miaMoprHysa Mepi [lonmiHc.

— MabyTs, HaM yXe 4yac itu, Micic Koppi, — ckasa-
n1a Mepi [lonmninc. — Y Hac Ha Apyruii CHinaHOK Mae Oy-
TH 3aIikaHKa, TOX Tpe6a ME€HiI BCTUTHYTU caMiil 3po0Ou-
™ 1i. bo usa wmicic bpun...

— KyxoBapka abusaka? — XBaBO IHiIXONMWIA Micic
Koppi.

— Abuska? — 3HeBaXJIMBO cKa3dana Mepi IlonmiHc.—
Lle He Te cnoBo.

— Ara! — micic Koppi npuknana maaeup Ao Hoca u
npubpana Myaporo Bursagy. Toni ckasana: — Hy, mo6a
Mos Mic [lommiHc, s MeHe 1ie Oynm OyXe NpPUEMHI
BUIBIAWHHU, i 9 MEBHa, 110 i MOI HiBYaTKa TaKOX IIAPO
BIOBOJIEHI. — BOHa XWTHYyJIa rOJIOBOIO HA CBOIX CYMHHX
3MO0POBEHHUX NO0YOK. — | cromiBaloch, 10 BM CKOpO
3HOB npuiigete, ere x? — yci: i JIXeinH, i Maiki, i Ma-
JIEHBKi! A KOpXXHKM BU JoHeceTe? — 3BEpHYJIacsl BOHA 10
JxeiH i Maiikia.

Bouu ctBepaHo kuBHynM. Micic Koppi mimctymiuia
JI0 AiTel OvK4e i MoAvMBMIIAacs Ha HUX SIKMMOCH 3ara-
KOBUM, TMTOBAXHHWM i JOTIUTIIMBUM MOIJISAOM.

— A oCh 10 MeHi liKaBo, — MOBUIBHO MOBWJIA BO-
Ha.— o Bu 3po6uTe 3 nmanepoBMMHM 3ipoyKamu?
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— O, MH iX Hige He AiHeMo, — ckasana JIxeiH. —
Mu ckiiamaeMo 3ipOoYKH.

— AX, OH K, ckjagaeTe? A e X BHM IX OEpXMUTE? —
oui Micic Koppi Oynu npUIUIIOIIEH], ane OUBWIMCS 1UE
rocTpilll, K JOCi.

— Hy, — novana JxeiH, — s ¢BOl — mif HOCOBUMHM
XYCTOYKAMHU Yy BEpXHii JIiBiH IyXJisai KoMoaa.

— A s B wagi, Ha HWXKHINA MOJMUI, B KOpOOLi 3-MiJ
yepeBUKIB.

— BepxHs niBa wyxJsiga B KOMOIi i KOpoOKa 3-ITif
yepeBHKiB y wagi, — moBarom npomosuiia Micic Koppi,
HiOH 3amaM’siToByloud Le. [ToTiM BoHa nepesesia Momisig
Ha Mepi [lonmiHC i JIeréeHHKO KHUBHYJIA ifl TOJIOBOIO.
I Mepi [MonmiHc Jienp NOMITHO KUBHYJA Y BilIlIOBilb.

BoHu HiOM MOBYKHM MpoO 1IOCHh 3MOBUJIHCS.

— Hy, — Beceno ckazana Micic Koppi, — 1ue crpax
sIK LikaBo. Bu 1 He 3moramyerech, sika L€ IS MEHE
BTixa, 1O BU 30Upaere 3ipouku. A e 3anmam’sitaro. My-
1y BaM CKa3aTu, s nmaMm’sTalo BCe, HaBiTh — mo [ai
dokc iB Ha 06im KOXHOI Opyroi Hemini Micsus. A Te-
nep oysaiite 3nopoBi. [1puxonsre sikHaiickopiue. S Ha
Bac yekaro!

['omocouok Micic Koppi nyHaB gemaii Tuxilue, BCe
3aBMHUpAIOYM, a TOMi 30BCiM 3aTHX, — HE3YYBIUHCH, SIK i
Kosiu, JIxkeiHH 3 MaWK/IOM ONMMHMIIMCSA HAa BYJIHLi: BOHH
Ay 3a Mepi [lonmniHc, 10 3HOB YMTasla CBil CITMCOK.

JiTH 03UpHYNUCH Ha3a.

— Cnyxaii, IxeiiH, — 31MBOBaHO cKa3ap Maiiki, — ii
it cnimy HeMae!

— OTOX s ¥ OUBIIOCS, — pO3ryOJEHO O3Bajacs
HKeiH.

| cipaBni, KpaMmHHUYKM HE OyJio. BoHa mech 3HMKIIA.

— JiuBuHA! — ckasana JI>xeiH.

— A 10 Hi? — miaxonus Maiiki. — Hy, 3ate KopXHu-
K1 106pi!
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I BoHM 060€ TaK y3suTMCS 0O KOPXMKIB — 3aXOIMINCh
BUTPHM3aTH 3 HMX YOJIOBiYKa, KBITKYy, YaWHUYOK, — ILO
He3abapoM 3a0ysiH, K Ta KpaMHMYKA JUBHO 3HMKIIA.

Ta iM poBesiocsl 3ragaT NMpoO BCe 1€ BHOUI, KOJIH
JaBHO BX€ TNOracWiM CBITJIO i BBaXajaocsi, 1O MdiTH
Mil[HO CIUIATb.

— JxeiH, JXxeitH, — 3awmenoriB Maiikia. — XToch
Haye CKpaJa€ThCsl CXOJaMHU, OCh MoCyxaii!

— H-c-c! — uutbHyna 3 cBoro Jrixka JIxeitH, 60 i
BOHA 4yJla YHUIOCh XOIy.

Ta och aBepi BiTUMHWINCS, JIeAb PUITHYBIIH, i XTOCh
yBiMIOB 10 KiMHaTu. Lle 6yna Mepi IlonmiHc y manpTi
¥ KameJolIKy — roTosa g0 Buxony. BoHa wiBuako, aie
IyXe JereCeHbKO, CTOPOXKO TIepelllyia KiMHaTy.
HxeiH 3 MaikioM 3aBMEp/JIM B JIiXKKax i CTEXWJIM 3a
HEeI0 HamiB3aIUTIOICHUMH O4YHMa.

Ocp BoHa mimbirma mo KoMoAa, BUTAIJIA LUYXJIsSAy i
3apa3 Xe 3acyHyJsa. Toai HaBIUNMMHBKM Migiillia J0 11a-
¢u, BimuuHMNA i1 i IOCH TYAM MOKJIaka YM IHIOCHh y3sia
3BiaTH, — Oith He moGawwin. Llyx! Bepusra 1magpwu
YMUTh 3aYMHUIKCA, i Mepi [lonmiHc IIBMAKO BUMIILIA 3
KiMHAaTH.

Maiikn ciB y JiXKYy.

— Ilo BoHa poGwna? — JIYHKO NMpOIUENOTIB BiH 10
JxelH.

— He 3Ha0. Moxe, 3a0yia pykaBH4K1 ab0 yepeBr-
K1, abo...— JxeiH pantoM 3aMoBKJIa. — Maiikie,
yyewn?

3HM3y, TaK HiOM 3 cajka, BOHH MOYYJIM YHiCh roJio-
CH: TaM CTHXa, ODyXe MOBAXHO il 3aXOIUIEHO NpO IIOCh
NepEeMOBIISITUCS.

JI>xeHH MUTTIO CKOYWJIA 3 MTOCTENTI i momaHwia Maii-
ki1a. BoHu GOCOHIXK MiZKpanucs N0 BikHa i BUSUPHYIHU
Haasip. BHu3y y Byaumuui nepea ixHbOIO XBipTKOIO CTO-
sla OIHA HEBEJIMYKA i JIBi 3MOPOBEHHI IOCTATi.
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— Micic Koppi 3 Mic ®Penni i mic ExHi! — nmoiemn-
KM cka3ana JIXeiH.

i To cnpaBmi 6ynu Bonu. Taka KyMmemHa Tpiins!
Micic Koppi 3arnsigana kpisb xBiptky byaunky Homep
Cimuanusts. Ha BenereHchkomy rredi mic DeHHi roii-
IajMcs ABi JOBXeJe3Hi ApabuHu, a Mic EHHi TpuMaia B
OIHI! pylli 3MOPOBEHHE BiApO i3 YMMOCH TaKHMM, HibOH
KJei, a B OpYriii — BEJIMYE3HY MAJIIPCHKY IIITKY.

Hitam, 1mo crosmm Ot BiKHA, CXOBaBIUMCH 3a
3aBico1o, 6yJI0O BUpPa3HO YYTH TOJIOCH BHM3Y.

— Bona Gaputbcs! — cepnUTO M 3aHEIIOKOEHO CKa3a-
Jia Micic Koppi.

— Moxe, — HecMiMBO noyaia Mic PeHHi, 3pyJHille
NMPUMOILYIOYM Ha IUIeYi OApabuHy, — MOXE, XTO 3 HiTeH
3aXBOpIB, i il HisK OyJO...

— ...BUHUTM BYAaCHO, — HECIIOKIHHO 3aKiH4YMJIa
3aMicTb cecTpu Mic EHHI.

— Tuxo! — rpisno osBanach Micic Koppi, i JIxeiH 3
MaiikyioMm, IOYYBIIM, SIK BOHA IMPOIIEIOTiJIa 1IIOCh PO
«HeIonmyrux xupad», ogpady 30arHyjiy, 1O TO BOHa Ipo
CBOIX CEpIELIHUX TOYOK.

— Ll-c-c! — unrbHyna pantoM Micic Koppi i npuciry-
XaJlacb, NMEPEXUIMBINM TFOJIOBY HabiK, MOB IITALUCHSI.

TuXeCeHbKO BiTYMHMIMCL 1 3HOB 3aUYMHMJIIUCS
HaaBipHi ABEpi, i HA JOPiIXILIi 1O XBipTKU MOYYJIACs YMSICh
xoma. Micic Koppi 3aycmixanacst it 3aMaxajia pykolo, Io-
6aunBliM Mepi [lonmniHc, wo nmiaxomuna 10 HUX 3 KOUIU-
KOM Yy pyli. A B KOLUMKY BOHa HECJA LIOCh TaKe, Bill 4o-
ro, 34aBajJioOCh, PO3XOOMIOCSI ThMSIHE TAEMHUYE CBITJIO.

— Mepuuiit, Mepiiit, HaM Tpeba KBalMTUCH, Yacy
obmaib! — ckasana Mmicic Koppi i B3ssia Mepi Ilonminc
nix pyky. — BopyuwiThbCst XBasiul, Bu, HemoTemnu!

| BOoHa KMHynacs BIiepen, a 3a HEW PYLIWIM MiC
®enHi it mic EHHi. BoHM BUOIMMO HaMaraJMch BOpYLLIHU-
THUCS SIKHAMXBaBillie, ajie L[€ B HUX HE AYXXE BHUXOIWJIO.

82



OO6uaBi He3rpabHO IUICHTAIMCH TO3ady Marepi Ta
Mepi [lonmniHc, 3irHyBIINCH Mill CBOEIO HOILEIO.

JxenH 3 MaikioMm noGauyniu, siK yci YeTBepo NMpoii-
i BuinHesolo Bynwdkolo, Toni 3B€pHYJIHM TPOXH JIiBO-
pyu i BuinuiM Ha narop6. Tam, Haropi, 1€ BX€ He Oyso
OyIMHKiB, a TIJIBKMA pocjia TpaBa I KOHIOIIMHA, TYPTOK
3YTIMHUBCS.

Mic EHHi mocTaBuna nomojy BiApo 3 KJIEEM, a Mic
(deHHI CKHHYINA 3 TUIeya ApabuHY i1 mocTaBmiIa iX CTOpY.
[TotiM caMa BOHa B3sUlach TpUMaTH OIHY, a Mic DeHHi
apyry.

— Illo ue BoHHM 30HMpalOThCS PpoOMTH? — HE BTEPIiB
Maiixi. BiH ax poTa po33sBUB 3 nMBa.

Ane JIXeiH HaBiTh He NOBEJIOCh MOMY BiONOBIIaTH,
00 HaACTYITHOi X MHTI BiH i caM yce rmobayus.

Tinekn-Ho mic PeHHi Ta Mic EHHi mpwraiuryBain
JIpaOVHM TaK, 110 BOHM ONHHUM KiHLIEM CTOSUTM Ha 3€MIIi,
a apyruM ynepiaucsi B He6o, Micic Koppi, niaxonusum
OIIHI€I0 PYKOIO KiHYMK CYKHi, a APYroio Bigpo 3 KJIEEM,
CTYTHYJIa HAa HUXHiN mabenb onHiel ApabuHM i robpa-
nacs goropu. Mepi IlormiHc i3 KOIMKOM Y pyli nosnisna
Bropy Apyroio.

Hami [IxeiH 3 MaitkioMm noGayuin 11och HeOyBae.
Bubpasiuncey Ha Bepuieyok aApabunHM, Micic Koppi BMo-
YyMJia LWIITKY B KJeH i Ma3Hyna no HeGi. A Mepi [TormiHc
y3sla 3 KOIIMKA LIOCh OMMCKyde i MpWINuiIa Ha Te
Micle.

Konu X BOHa mpuiiHsna pyky, OiTH NMoGayuin Tam
3ipKy 3 iIMOMPHOro KOpXMKa...

SAK TinBpKH 3ipKa onuHsjaacsi Ha Hebi, BOHAa MOYHHa-
Jla ICKpaBO MEPEXTiTH, KMOAI0uM Ha BCi O0KM OMMCKOT-
JINBE 30JI0TE€ MPOMiHHS.

— e x Hawi! — Bin 3BOpPYILIEHHS JieABe BHUMOBHB
Maiikn. — Ue Hawi 3ipku! BoHa nymana, 1o MM CIIMMO,
it 3abpana ix.
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A JIxeiH moByasia. BoHa, He 3MUTHYBIUU OKOM, M-
Buiacs, siK Micic Koppi Bce ma3sana He6o kieeMm, Mepi
IMonniHc nminuna tyau 3ipku, a mic PenHi it mic EHHI
NepecyBaJIM ApaOMHM Aaji, 1opa3y KOJNM OOUH KJIAaNnoTh
HeOa OyB yBeCh 3aJIIIUICHUIA.

AX ocb BOHU ¥ cKiHuwik. Mepi ITonmniHc nomaxana
KOIIIMKOM, TOKa3ylo4uu Micic Koppi, 110 TaM OuTbLIE HE-
Mae 3ipok. Toxi oOuABI cnyCTUIMCH OOAONY, i BECh I'yp-
TOK pywiuB 3 narop6a BHu3. Mic DeHHi Heca Ha IUie-
yax napabuHu, a mic EHHi cTHxa Opsixkyana BiIpoM 3-TIiJ
Kineto. Ha po3i BOHM CIMHUIKCS i 3 XBWJIMHY TIPO IIOCH
roMoHuM. Toxi Mepi ITonmiHc IMOTHUCHYIA BCiM PYKH i
nobira Bynuukowo mpomomy. Micic Koppi nomanacs B
iHIIMI Gik, MigiOpaBIIM CYKHIO i JIETEHBKO TIPUTAHLBO-
BYIOYM MaJIMMM HiXKaMM B M’SIKEHBKHMX 4YepeBHMYKaX, a
CJIiIOM 3a HEl0 BAXKO Ioyvajanaiy ii JOYKH.

YHusy ctykHyna xsiptka. Ha mopixui nouymacs xo-
na. Ilorim crtuxa punHynu HansipHi aBepi. I ocp mitn
nouynu, ik Mepi IlonmiHc BMHALIIA CXOAAMHM HAropy,
HaBIUTIMHBKM Tepedirna ixHI0 KiMHATy i 3aiina oo apy-
roi, e BOHa 3aBXIU Criajia IMoMixX Jikeykamu JoHa i
bap6apu.

Konu i1 xpoku ctuxnm, JIxeiH 3 MailknoM nepesup-
Hynucst. Tomi, He NPOMOBUBILM ¥ CJIOBa, pa3oM KHMHYJIM-
Csl 10 KOMOJA M 3arjissHyJIM y BEPXHIO JiBYy LUyXJIsIy.

Tam nexasna TIIBKM KyIKa HOCOBHYKIB JIXKeiH.

— A x T06i xa3as! — nmpomoBuB Maiikn. Ilotim Bo-
HM TOOIrmM mo wadu i BUTSIIM KOPOOKY 3-ITiJ 4epe-
BUKiB. BoHa Oyia mopoxHs.

— fx xe me? Yomy? — Tineku i ckazaB Maiki,
CiBILIM Ha Kpa€yek JIKKa i DIUBJISIYUCh Ha JXKEHH.

Ane JIxxeiiH He ckKasaja Hiyoro. BoHa poaryOieHo
cumiia Oinsg HbOro, OOXONMMBLIM pyKaMu KojmiHa. Ha-
pELUTi BOHA TPYCHYJIA TOJIOBOIO, BiIKMHYJA 3 YOJia KOCH,
BUITPOCTAJIACh i 3BeJIacsi Ha HOTH.
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— MeHi UiKaBO OmHE, — CKas3ajla BOHA, — 4YM TO
3ipKM — 3 30JI0TOIO narepy, Y 30J0THi1 narip — i3 3ipok?

Binmnosiai Ha cBOe NMTAHHS BOHA He Oictana. Ta Bo-
Ha 1 He criomiBaiacst Ha ue. BoHa 3Hana, 110 BimMoOBiCTH
il Mir OM TUIBKM XTOCh KyOHW MyIpilliuii 3a Maiikia.

ITPO I2XKOHA TA BAPBAPY

JxeitH 3 Maiikyiiom Iiuwii B rocti. [Ipubpasiuuce y
CBili HaWKpallWil OOsT, — TaKi BUPSIDKEHi, cKa3aja Io-
KoiBKa EniH, «Haye 3iflUIM 3 BiTPUHU KPaMHHLII».

byaMHOK ax IO Be4opa CTOSB TUXHUM i CIOKiiHMIA,
Hi0M OyMaB fIKyCb CBOIO OIyMy 4M, MOXe€, IpiMaB.

YHu3y, B KyxHi, Micic bpimi, NMpUMOCTMBILHM Ha Hic
OKyJsipy, ynTana rasery. Pobeprcon Eit cumiB y camky i
nuwibHO 6uB Gaitmuky. Micic beHkc yMocTwIach Ha KaHarti
y BiTaTbHi, MinibraBwix Horu. I BymMHOK cTosIB myxe TH-
xeHbKMi1. Haue CHHMB sIKMIACH CBIiif COH M IO 1110Ch AyMasB.

Haropi, B mutauiit kiMHarti, Mepi [lomnmiHc rpina
O6inst xamiHa Mmani copoyeyku biusHsaT. CoOHAYHMIA
[IpomiHb 3a3upaB y BiKHO, BHTIpaBaB Ha Oiux CTiHax,
TAHLIOBAaB MOHAMA JIKEYKaMH MAJIAT.

— Cnyxaii, aHy nocyHbscsad. TH X MeHi IIPOCTO B OYi
mizewr! — cka3aB [IXOH.

— Bubauy, — o3BaBcs [IpoMiHb. — Ase mo 5 Boito? Ha-
Ka3 € Haka3. Llimit neHb s Maio MOCyBaTHCSI 3 CXOOy Ha
3axil, i MOsi Iopora YOMYCh IpoJisirac yepe3 L0 KiMHATYy.
Bu6au! 3ammoi ovi — i TM He GaYUTUMEL MEHE.

30/I0Ti COHAYHI CTPINIM MPOCTAINIMCH 4Yepe3 YCIo
KiMHaTy. BOHH CHJIKYyBaJIMCh NOCYBaTUCh SIKHAWILBUI-
e, mob He 3aBaxaTd I>XOHOBI.

— SIxuit TH M’SIKeHbKM, SKuii HixxXHui! S Tebe i106-
mio! — ckasana bapbapa, mpocTsraioum pykd OO TOIO
TEIUIOrO CsiiiBa.
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— CnaBHe miBuyaTtko! — moxBanuB Many COHSIYHMH
[IpomiHb i nereHbKO mepedir no ii wiiykax i BOJOCCSY-
Ky. — Tobi Tak rapHo? — crnuTaB BiH, HEHauye TUIbKM i
XAaB, W00 MOMY 3HOB CKa3aJii LIOCh MPUEMHE.

— Yy-ynoso! — npoMoBuia bap6apa, 3iTXHYBLUM Bif
YTIXH.

— Tany-6any, rany-6any, rauy-6any! 3pony Hige He
YyB CTiJIbKM OajakaHMHHU, K oTyT! BiYHO XTOCH TOpOX-
TUTh Y Li# KiMHaTi! — MOYyBCS YMICh TPOHU3JIUBUI TO-
JI0oC oA BiKHA.

IIxoH 3 bap6apoio noauBuiancs: B TOi OiK.

To 6yB LlInak, 10 MelIKaB Ha BeplIeYKy AUMapsl.

— Oue Tak! — ckaszana Mepi [Tonminc. — Tu Ha cebe
ornaHbca! Llinunit AeHs KpUYMIL, MULIMIN i BEpEUIULL, Oe
csaell — Ha gaxy yu tenerpadHomy croBmi! Tu 6 xox-
HOro Ha cMmepTh 3abanakaB! Bxe ['opobGeupb i TOil Kpa-
wumit! Cripasai!

[Irmak cxuauB rojoBy HabiK i MOOUBUBCS HA HEl 3ro-
pM, 3i CBOro cimana Ha JIyTLi BiKHa.

— Hy, — ckaszaB BiH, — y MeHe cnpaBu. KOHCYJb-
Tauii, AMcKycii, Hapaau... TyT, 3BMyaiiHO, He obiiigeuics
0e3... e-e-€... CrOKifHOI pO3MOBHM.

— CnokiiHoi! — migxonus XOH i 3aiIlIOBcS Bece-
JIUM CMIXOM.

— A 51 HE 3 BaMM PO3MOBJISAIO, Mill IOHaye! — cKa3aB
[IInak, ctpuOHYBIUM Ha MiOBIKOHHA. — BaM OM BXe Kpalle
HE O3MBaTUCh. 51 X 60 YyB — TW N'OOWHAMM HE BraBaB MU-
HyJiol cybotu. ['ocnonu, s oymaB. T HiKOMM HE 3aMOBK-
Hewr! Tu Tak 6a3ikaB, 1110 HE IaB MEHi 3aCHYTH LTy Hiu!

— 41 He 0asikaB, — ckasaB JIxoH.— f... — BiH 3aT-
HYBCsl. — I mpoCTO... HE3MyXaB.

— I'm! — moBuB llInak i ckoynuB Ha OMJbLIE JiXeyKa
bap6apu. BiH 60komM-60KOM mocTtpubaB Mo HLOMY, MO-
KM OMMHUBCA B rojioBax. Toai mpoOMOBHUB HixXKHUM, yJec-
JIUBUM TOJIOCOM:
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— Hy, bap6apo benkc, 41 He BOIIMIU YOTO ChOTOIHI
CTapeHbKOMY?

bap6apa, BxonuBIIKCH 32 OWIbliE, MiABEJACh i Cijia B
JIDKEUKy.

— Ochb, JMUIINIOCS MiBKOPXHWKa, — CKasajga BOHaA i
npoctsrna [InmakoBi CBifi MyXKeHbKWI, KPYrimuil Kyma-
YOK 3 TOCTHHLEM.

Lmak MUTTIO MypXHYB 3 OWJIBLISI, BXOIIUB KOPXKHKA,
MaliHyB Ha MiABIKOHHS # MOYaB XaxiOHO KJIIOBaTH.

HsiKyto, — 6araTo3HayHo npoMoBuiia Mepi [lomnminc.

Ane Illnmak tak gomaBcsl IO 1Xi, 110 HE TMOMITUB JO-
KODY.

— 4 ckasana «[laKyio», — 3HOB o3Bajnacst Mepi [lorm-
MiHC, LIOrO pa3y TPOXH TOJIOCHILLIE.

IIInak migBiB rojoBy.

— E-e... mo? A, o6iuu, ronyboHsko, obnnm! A He
Malo yacy Ha Taki gypHuui! — | BiH 11e XamiOHilue B3siB-
Cs 10 KOpXKHKa.

B kiMHaTi cTajo Jyxe THXO.

J>XOH, po3iMIIiBILIM Ha COHEUKY, 3alXxaB MaJiblli Mpa-
BOI HOTM [0 POTa i MPOBiB HUMM B TOMY Miclli, e came
NMOYWHAJIM pi3aTUCs 3yOu.

— Hasimo t™ ue pobuw? —~ cnuranacs bap6apa
CBOIM JIariIHUM, IOTIIUHMM TOJIOCOYKOM, Y SIKOMY
3aBXIM OpuHiB cMix. — OOHaKOBO X HIXTO He 0Oa-
YUTh.

— S 3Haw, — ckaszaB J[>)KOH, BUIpaloyM Ha MaJbLisIX
HOrY SIKych Menomito. — Ta 1e mpocTo Tak, 1100 He 3a-
Oyru. Taki WUTYKHU CTpallieHHO MOJ00al0ThCsS HOPOCITUM.
Tu 6Gayuna, Ttirka Pnaocci BYOpa MaJio He BMepja 3
VTiXH, K S TaK 3poOMUB. «30J0TKO, PO3YMHHYOK, IHU-
BOHBKO, JIACTiB’ATKO», — Xi0a X TH caMa He 4yyjia, IO
BOHa HaroBopuja?

JI>)KOH BUITyCTMB HOTY 3 pOTa i NMPOCTO 3aMIIOBCS 3
cMixy, 3ragaBiuM TiTKy Dnocci.
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— Mos BHUTIBKa 111 TeX criogofanacsi, — 3anulilaiach
bap6apa. — 51 mocTsrana mkapneTku 3 o60x Hir, a Bo-
Ha: «OX TH X, MOsSI pUOOHBKO, 51 TaKk OM TeOe i 3’inal»
Yynacisa, npaBga? S, sk ckaxy, 1o 3’ira 6 10ch, TO
3’iM! BickBiT, cyxapHK, KyJbKy 3 JIbKKa 4YM TaM 110. Jlo-
pOCJi X 3aBXIM KaXyThb OAHE, a AyMAlOTh iHIIE, TakK
MeHi 3maeTecsd. He xoTia XX BoHa MeHe cripaBii 3’icTH!

— Ta Hi! Lle BOHM TiIBKK TaK ITO-AYPHOMY JIOOISATH
roBOpUTH, — cKa3aB [xoH. — HaBpsio 4u 51 KOJu HaBuy-
csl po3yMiTH Jopocaux. BoHM Bci Taki sikicek Tymi. HaBiTh
JxeiH i Maitkin yacoM OyBaloTh TyTi. AX OUBHO!

— ¥Yry, — 3amicieHo noroaunacst bap6apa, crsraio-
Yy i 3HOB HAOSTaloYM IUKAPNETKHU.

— Bonu, HampHKJIan, HiYOriCiHBKO HE pO3YMilOTh 3
TOTO, 11O MU iM Kaxemo. | 1e ripuie: BOHM He po-
3yMilOTbh, 1110 TOBOPSTH pedi! TH 3Haew, MUHYJIOTO ITO-
Hedinka [IXXKeWH cka3ana, W0 XOTiyia O 3HAaTHU MOBY
BiTpY!

— [laM’satao! — minxonmna bap6apa. — AX He
Biputhcst! A Maiixin! Tu X 4yB, BiH 3aBXIM Kaxe, 110
HibuTo IlImak kpnunTh: «Bi-Ti-Ti!» Tak Haye i He 310-
ranyetbcs, 10 LInak 30BCiM HE Te KpUYUTh, 2 PO3MOB-
JIsle Ti€I0 X CaMOI0 MOBOIO, 1110 H MHU. 3BiCHO, HEMa YO-
ro CHOAiBaTHCh, 1100 Mpo e 3HAJIM TaTO X MaMa, — BO-
HM HiYOTO HE TAMJISITh, XOY i OyXXe ciaBHi. AJe X JIXeitH
i3 MaiikioM, 3gaeTbcst, MOIJIH O...

— Koumce BOHM Bce po3yMminm, — ckaszaina Mepi
[TonmiHc, 3ropTaloyy HiYHY COpouky [XKeitH.

— Sx?! — B oauH ronoc BUrykHynu [IxoH 3 bap6a-
pOIO, CTpallieHHO 3AMBOBaHi. — BHXoAMTb, BOHU poO-
3yMiJHd, 1o ropoputh LlImak, i Bitep, i...

— ...i [JlepeBa, i CoHue, ¥ 3ipku, — aBXeX, po-
3yMinu, — ckazana Mepi ITormiuc. — Konuce...

— Ane x sk?... SIK Xe ue, 110 BOHH Bce 103a0yBa-
Ju? — JIXKOH aX 40JI0 HAMOPILUMB, TaK XOTiB 30arHyTH.
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— Ara, — aykaBo MoBuB lllmak, BimipBaBIIMCH Bil
peITOK KOpXuKa. — BaM KOpTHTBH 11¢ 3HATH?

— bo BoHuM cranu crapuii, — o3Banacs Mepi [lomn-
miHc. — bap6apo, 3pobm sacKy, 3apa3 Xe HaaiarHa
LIKapreTku!

— Takoro He OyBae! — cka3aB JI>KOH, CYBOpO IMBJISI-
YHCh Ha HEI.

— | Bce-takM 1le mnpaBaa, — Binkasaia Mepi [lomn-
MiHC, SKHaWIUIbHILIE migB’s3aBwin bapbapi Ha Horax
IIKapITEeTKU.

— e Tinpkn IxeiH i Maiixn Taki 3a0ymabKyBaTi, —
BiB cBO€i >XOH, — a g Hiyoro He 3abymy, SIK IiIpPOCTY,
OCh 1obavure.

— | g — ni,— mnimxomuna bapbapa, 3amoBOJIECHO
CMOKYYYH TaNCLb.

— 3abynete, — TBepHO cKa3ana Mepi [lonmiHc.

bau3HsATa migBenucs B JixkKeYKax i BUTPIILIMIUCS Ha
HEl.

— Xxa! — 3HeBaxumMBO nupxHyB HInmak. — BoHu — 11e
He abuxto, BochMe muBo cBity! Ille it sk 3abyxere,
Hearipm Bix [IxenH i Marikna.

— Hi! — 3akpuyanu mani, nuBiagyucek Ha IlInaka Tak,
HEeMOBOM JaHi Oynu HOro po3ipBaTH.

IIInmak TiIBKA CBUCHYB.

— 3abyznere, 3abynere, — 3HOB cka3aB BiH. [loTiM no-
JIaB yXe JnarigHiluie: — 3BMyariHO, BU HE BUHHI! [IpocTo
BM TYT Hiyoro He 3apagure. llle He Tparusiocs, o6
XTOCh He 3a0yB, JOCSTIUU 1IOHAWOUIbIIEe poKy. KpiM Hei,
3BiCHO, — BiH yepe3 IUicye KHMBHYB rojoBol0 Ha Mepi
[Torminc.

— AJie YOMY BOHA MOXE NaM’sTaTH, a MU — Hi? — HE
BraBaB /IXXOH.

— E-e. BoHa — To iHwma piy. BoHa — Benukuit Bu-
HaTOK. IIpo Hei He OymeMo roBopuTH, — cKa3aB Lllnak,
MOCMiXHYBILHC.
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AxoH 3 bap6apoio NMprUMOBKIIH.

[lInak mosiCHIOBaB naJi:

— bauurte, BoHa He Taka, sk iHwWi. He Ha Burnsan,
3BMYaiiHO. KoXHe 3 MOiX IHOHHO BUJIYIUICHUX MUCKJIST
BpOMIMBIlLIE, HiX Oyab-Konu O6yna Mepi [lonmiHc.

— AXx ™1 X, Haxabo, — cepauTo ckaszaja Mepi [lon-
MiHC, PBYYKO OOEpHYBIIUCH i MAXHYBIIM HAa HbOTO (ap-
TYXOM.

AJle WIMaK BiACKOYMB, IMEpeIeTiB Ha JIYTKY, TaK, 100
BOHA He JicTaja, i 6e63COPOMHO 3aCBMCTIB.

— A W0, Aymaja — T MEHe LbOro pasy cliiimana? —
HacMillIKyBaTO KPUKHYB BiH i ITOMaxaB iii KpWJIbMH.

Mepi [lonmniHc nmupxHyna.

CoHle mocyBajocs 4yepe3 KiMHaTy, i JOBTMil 30510-
THt CIiE TArcSl 3a HUM. 3a BiKHOM CXOIMBCS JIETEHb-
KUMA BITpEUb 1 LIOCh TUXO 3ALUCIIOTIB BMIIHSIM Yy BY-
JIMYII.

— Cnyxaitte, cnyxaiite, Birep roBoputh! — cKa3aB
JXoH, cxunuBIIM HaGik romoBy. — Hesxe Bu cnpasmi
ayMaere. Lllo Mu #ioro He YyTUMEMO, K ITiAPOCTEMO, Ta,
Mepi Ilorminc?

— YoMy X He uytumere? — BignoBiia Mepi [lom-
MiHC. — OT TUIBKM HE pPO3YMITHUMETE. .

Y BinnoBiap bapbapa TuxeHpko 3amnakana. I B Jxo-
Ha Ha oyYi Halirmu Ciabo3u.

— Lo X, mpoTu uUBOro Hiyoro He BHieul. Tak yxe
BOHO BeleThcs B CBiTi, — moByana Mepi [TommiHc.

— Tv ™sgHB, TU TIMIBKU INIAHb Ha HMX! — CMisiBCs
[IImak. — AHy-Hy, XTo Koro mnepernavye? HesunynneHi
mnayeHsaTa W Ti po3ymHimi 3a Bac! [lnakciit 3
nnakciiikoro! Hi, yu Bu 6aywim take?

bo [IxxoH 3 bapbapoio Ternep ax 3aXxOZWIMCS B CBOiX
JIKEYKaxX 3 BEJIMKOTO XaJllo Ta oOpasu.

HABepi BimuuHUIUCh, OO0 JlUTsAYoi yBiiIIa Micic
beHkc.
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— MeHi 3ma10Cch, MaJIEHbKi IMJIa4yTh, — MOBHJIAa BOHA
i kunynacss no bmusnar. — Illo, Moi pimHeceHbki? OX,
Mol 30J10Ti, MO1 pHOOHBKH, Moi ronyo’sitka! Horo e Bo-
HM TaK 1avyyth, Mepi [Tormine? Llinuit aeHs Oynu Taki
criokiitHi, ani nucHyau. Ilock cramocs, Mepi Ilonminc?

— Tak, maHi. Hi, maxi. MalyTph, y HUX pixXyTbcst 3y0-
KU, TaHi, — Ka3aja Mepi [lonmiHc, 3yMuUcCHe He OUBIIS-
yucek Ha llInaka.

— Ox, cnpasai! 3BuuaitHo X, ue 3yOku! — 3pamina
Micic beHkc.

— He tpeba MeHi Tux 3y06iB, KOJIM Yepe3 HUX 5 3a0y-
Iy BCe, 10 TaK JobOmio! — neMeHTyBaB JXXOH, KuOaio-
YHUCh Y JIDKEYKY.

— | meHi He Tpeba! — ronocuna bapGapa, xoBaioumn
JIMYKO B TOTYLIKY.

— Moi 6imonameuxku! Moi koxaHi! Yce Oyne mobpe, 5K
TUTBKM KartoCHi 3yOMChKa TPOPIKYTHCS, — BTilllaJia Micic
BeHKc, CXIWISIIOYMCh TO Hal TUM, TO Ha OPYTHUM JIDKEUYKOM.

— Bu Hiyoro He po3yMieTe, — ax 3axoauBcs IXOH. —
He tpe6a meHi 3y0iB!

— ¥Yce Oyne nmoraHo, a He 1oOpe! — pugaaa B MOgyll-
Ky bap6apa.

— Artox, arox. Hy, roni, romi. Mamycst 3Hae, mamy-
cs posyMie. Bce Oyme rapasnm, KOIM TPOPIXYThCs 3y0-
K4, — 3Hai mebeTana Micic beHkc.

Opn BikHa mouyBcsl sikuiich 3ByK. To llImak kBarniu-
BO NMpOKOBTHYB cmiXx. Mepi I[lonmiHc moauBumacs Ha
Hboro. BiH cxaMeHyBcsl i BXe MOBaXXHO CTaB IWBUTHCS,
o6 Oynme maii.

Micic beHkc mectuna mangaT, TO OJHE, TO ApPYre,
MpUKa3yloun HaJl HUMHU BCUISIKI HiXKHI CJIOBa, 110, SIK 1
30aBAJIOCh, MAJIM iX YTIILIUTH.

[ Bpa3 JIxxoH 3amoBK. BiH 6yB ayxXe 4eMHHUIA i cTpax
sIK TIOOMB CBOIO MaMy i mam’siTaB CBOI OOOB’SI3KU Tie-
pen Hew. BoHa X, OimonalliHa, He BUHHA, WO 3aBXIH

93



\\ TN AN

[ —

} | {/’\.ﬂ

\\
N
A \\\
S D
7 \
NN
\“‘ \/ ‘\ AR\ \
. QN MINANR
T NN N
e .. N o
N NS
,: > = S NN

N

N

NN
\\\
N
e

AL
NN
\\§

i\
SN
RERSAS
TOoWIasS

N e
\\

NN
AN
NN

ERRRC NS

W

R

——
\\“‘
Y
e
N

N

-
TS
eaans KN
NSRS A

—
B

e
NN

—
N
Y

-
=
-0




rOBOpUTH He 0 pevi. BoHa mpocTo HiYoro He posymie,
nymaB JIxoH. I, 1106 nmokasaTu, 110 BiH Ipoliae iif ue,
MaJIMi MEepEeKMHYBCSI HA CIIMHY i 3 IyXKE€ CYMHUM OOJINY-
YysiM, KOBTAlOYM CJIBO3M, BXONMB OOOMa pyKaMM CBOIO
TpaBy HOTY i BIXaB ii 1O poOTa.

— Ox T X MO€ HalpoO3yMHille! — B 3axBaTi BUTYK-
HyJIa MaTH.

BiH 3HOBY 3p0OMB Te caMe, i BOHA He MOTJIa HaTillli-
THCS.

Toni it bap6apa, 11100 He BinCcTaTH Bill CBOTO YEMHO-
ro OpaTtvka, miABena JMYKO BiJl MOAYIUKM i, 1€ BCS B
CIIb03aX, CTArNa 3 000X Hir WIKapIETKU.

— Hy, 6auure, Mepi [Tormninc! Ock BoHM i 3aTHXIN.
S 3aBxmm BMina ix yramysatu. Hidoro, Hivyoro! — mpu-
KasyBajla BOHa, MOBOM CIiBaJa KOJUCKOBY. — 3yOKH
CKOpO MPOPLKYTHCH.
~ — Tak, mani, — crokiitHo ckasama Mepi IlommiHc.
I BcMmixHynacst 10 BiUsHAT.

Micic beHkc BuiflwIa i MpUYUHMIIA OBEPI.

Tiei x muTi [lInak rydyHo 3aperoraBcs.

— [IpobauTre MeEHi, — BUTYKHYB BiH. — AJle X
CIIpaBli, s1 BXe He Mir mani surtpuMmaru! Ox i komenis!

JX0H He 3BaXaB Ha HbOro. BiH mpuTynmuBcs 00IMY-
YsgM A0 METAIEBUX IPYTiB CBOTO JIDKEYKA 1 TUXO, CEpAU-
TO cka3aB bapOGapi:

— 51 He Oymy Takmit, K iHmi! Hisawo He Oyay! He-
xai cobi, — XUTHYB BiH T0JI0BOIO Ha 1umnaka i Mepi [lon-
IHC, — Hexa# cobi KaxyTb, 1110 XO4yTh. S HiKONK HE 3a-
oyny, Hikonu!

Mepi [lonmniHc 3HOB HUILIKOM YCMiXHYyJIacsl, Haye ca-
Ma cobi Kasayia: «S Kpalue 3Haio».

— I s "Hikom! — npomoBuina bapGapa.

— A, o6 s xBocra no3oyscs! Uynu Take? — Bepec-
HyB llInak, ascHyBmy cebe XpunbMM MO G60Kax i3 pero-
Ty. — Tak HauyeOTO Lie B ixHiit Bojii! Och nobauure, yepes
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MiCsSilIb-IBa, HY HeXail 4yepe3 TpU — BOHU 3a0ymyThCs
HaBiTh, IK MEHE 3BaTU, AOypHeHbKi! [ypHi, Hemopoci
303yJieHaTa! Xa-xa-xa!

i, we pa3s 3aperoraBiuych, BiH po3npaBUB cBOi pAGi
Kpwia i MaifHyB 3a BiKHO.

HeBnoB3i micis Toro, sik 3yOKu, 1oOpe IMOMOMYyYMB-
wy biausHsAT, npopisanuck, SIK i HAIEXUTb YCiM Ha CBITi
3yOKaM, B poauHi BeHKCIB BIICBATKYBaIU TEpIIMii IEHD
HapomkeHHs J>XXoHa i bapbapu.

HOpyroro nHs micns Bewipku llnmak, 1o niraB Ha
KaHIKyM A0 Mopsi, noBepHyBcsi no bymunky Howmep
CimHagusaTe Ha BuinHesiit Bymuyui.

— IlpusiT! INlpusit! [Npusit! — pagicHO r'YKHYB BiH i,
3JIeTKa MOXUTHYBILUUCH, CIB Ha MiABIKOHHS.

— Hy 10 8K Tyr Hame aiBya? — Oe3LEepPEMOHHO
obizBaBcst BiH o Mepi [MonmiHc, cxunuBliM HabiK ro-
JIOBY i pO3IJISIAAIOYM i1 CBOIMM OMCTPUMH, OIUCKYYHMM,
BECEJIMMU OYMMa.

— 3 BaMu nmobpe, a 6e3 Bac uie Kpaule! — Bigpizana
Mepi IlonmiHc, 3aKUHYBIUY Ha3ad TrOJIOBY.

LLImak 3acmisiBcs.

— He 6yna 6 to Mepi [lonmiHc! — cka3aB BiH. —
AHickineyku He 3MiHwnacs! A 1o Tam iHi? SIK 303yse-
HsTa? — CIIUTAB BiH Jaji i MO3MPHYB Ha Jiixkeyko bapba-
pu. — Hy, bap6apuHo, — MOBUB BiH 4O HEl OTUM CBOIM
HKHUM, YJIECIMBUM TOJIOCOM, — YU HE BIUIMII YOro
CbOTOIHi CTapeHbKOMY? )

— Tla-na-na-6a-na-na-ta-na-na, — 3agonotiia bap-
Gapa, XyIOUd MEYUBO.

llImak, 30pUrHyBIIKMCh 3 HECITOMiBAHKHU, MMPUCKOYHB
TPOXU OJIMKYE.

— S ckasaB, — MPOMOBMB BiH BHUpa3Hillle, — YU He-
Ma B TebO€ CBOromHi Yoro-HeOynp IJisi CTApEHbKOTO,
bap6i, cepaeHbko?
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— by-0y-0y-0y, — npoOyboHina bapbapa, 3aguBUB-
LIMACh Ha CTEJII0 i KOBTHYBIUM PEIUTKU IMEYUBa.

— llInak He 3BOAMB 3 HEl OYeil.

— Xa! — HapellTi CKa3aB BiH i, 00epHYBIUMCH, 3AMUT-
JmBo rsiHyB Ha Mepi [lonminc. BoHu moBro auBuiucs
OIHE Ha OIHOTO.

[Torim LlInak mypxHyB Ha jnixeyko mo HXoHa ¥ ciB
Ha OwibLE.

Y JIxxoHa B pykax OyB BEJIMKHUMH, BOJIOXaTUM irpaui-
KOBUI1 OapaHelb.

— Sk Mene 3Batu? Ax meHe 3Batu? fK MeHe 3Ba-
TM? — ponutyBaBcsi llImak pi3KuM, TpUBOXHHUM TOJIO-
COM.

— H-nx! — cka3aB JI)XOH, po33gBUB pOTa i BNXaB Ty-
I 6apaHLEBY HOTY.

LLInak 3nerka noxurap rojioBOIO i BiBEPHYBCS.

— Ocb i Bce, — TMXO0 MOBUB BiH A0 Mepi [lon-
MiHC.

BoHa kuBHyJ1a roj0BoIO.

Axycs muth llnmak npukpo AuBUBCS Ha bBiausHAT.
Toni 31BUrHYB psiOEHBKMMHU TLJIEYUMA.

— OX, Ta 51 X 3HaB, 1O TaK Oyne. | 3aBxay Ka3as iM
NMpo Le. A BOHM MEHi He BipWiu.

BiH 3HOBY nmoMoB4YaB, OUBJISYMCH HA OUTAYI JIixXKed-
Ka. Toni 6aabopo CTperneHyBCs.

— Hy Tak, tpeba MeHi neritu. [lornsiHy Ha aumap.
Tenep, BecHOlO, TaM MOBHO poboTu!

BiH nepesieTiB Ha MiABIKOHHS i 3BiATH 1€ pa3 OIJs-
HYBCSl Ha KiMHaTy.

A Bce-Taku 4yygHo Oynme 0e3 HuX. MeHi 3aBXnu 1o-
Jobanocs 3 HUMH MOTOMOHITH, $1 3BUK 0 HUX. MeHi Ix
OpakyBaTUMe.

BiH 1IBUAEHBKO NMPOBIB KPWIOM IO OYax.

— 3amnakaB? — ykoJyiona Mepi [Tonmiuc.

LLImak BUMpocTaBcsl.

97

4 «Mepi IMonninc»



— S 3annakaB? e Tam! Lle s... Tpoxu 3acTyauBcs B
nopo3si nogomy. Ochb 1 Bce. ABXexX. TpillleuKu 3acTyAuB-
csi. Hivoro crpawHoro.

BiH nmypxHyB Ha HaaBipHE IMiABIKOHHS, PO3MpPaBUB
JA36000M Mip’IUKO Ha Irpymsix i, BUTYKHYBLUM 3a0EPUKY-
BaTe: «Pp-p-p-p!», po3npocTaB Kpuia i 3HUK...

MOBHUN MiCALb

Llinni nenp Mepi [lonmniHc kBanwiacs, a KOMU BO-
Ha KBamujaach, TO 3aBXAu OyBaja cepauTa.

Yce, wo pobuina [xeitH, Oyno roraHo, Bce, LIO po-
6uB Maiixi, Oyno we ripiue. BoHa rpuMmana HaBiTh Ha
bim3HsT.

JxerH i Ma#ikin IK MOIJIM HaMarajiucsl He IoTpar-
JISITK 11 Ha oui, 00 3HanM, WO yacoM Kpauie, K Mepi
[TonniHc TeGe He OauuTUME I HE YyTHME.

— OT ak6u MM Oynu HEBUAMMI, — cKa3aB Mamki
nicnas toro, sk Mepi [lonmiHc 3asBuna, 10 caMui-HO
floro BUMISAA MOHAI CWIIY KOXHOMY, XTO cefe TToBaxae.

— [lozanaspMo 3a KaHany, — nopanwna JkeH, — TO
i oynemo HeBunuMi. IlomiuuMo, cKiibKM rpolleit y Ha-
WUKUX cKapOHMWYKax, a Ilicas Be4yepi BOHA, MOXE, IIO-
nobpilae.

Taxk BOHM i 3poOuUNHU. .

— lllecTUIIEHCOBMK 1 YOTHUpPH TI€HHi Oyme necsaThb
MCHCIB, Ta IMIBMCHHI, Ta TPUTIEHCOBUK... — WIBUAKO JIIUU-
na JxeiH.

— Yotupu neHHi Ta Tpu apTiHry, Ta... Ta # yce, —
3iTXHYB MaikJii, ckaaBlUM BCi CBOI TpoOLUi HA KYIIKY.

— B kapHaBky nns OigHux Oyme noOpe, — NMUpPXHyIa
Mepi [lTonmiHc, KUHYBLIM TOTJISIA 3a KaHamy.

— Ox, Hi, — mokipauBo ckaszaB Maitkn. — Lle Moi.
A cobi Hacknanas.
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— VYx! Ma6yTh, Ha SKMWUCh TaM roperijiad, — 3HCBaX-
auBo npoMoBwia Mepi [lonmniHc.

— Hi, Ha cnoHa — o6 y mMeHe OyB CBiii C10H, Ta-
KW, gk Jli33i B 3oonmapky. f Toai Bac Karatumy, — cKa-
3aB Maiiki, HiOW # He AMBASYMUCH, 4 BCE-TaKU HMIIKOM
3upkarouu Ha Mepi ITonmiHc: SIK BOHO i 34acThbcs?

— I'm, — ckazana Mepi llonnidc. — Buragku!

AJie IiTM MOMITWJIM, 1110 BOHa 30BCiM Y€ HC Taka
cepaurta, siKk Oyna.

— LlikaBo, — MoBuB Maiiki, — a o poduThcs B 30-
OTapKy BHOUi, K YCi MOPO3XOAATLCS JA0A0MY?

— Xtoch TypOyBaBcs, Ta ©0e3 Hoca 30CTaBcs, —
Bifpizasia Mepi [TommiHc.

— 4 He TypOyBaBCH, S TiJIbLKM LiKaBUBCS, — CKa3aB
Maijikia. — A Bu 3Haete? — crniuTaB BiH y Mepi [Tonminc,
ILO KBaIlJIUBO 3MiTaja 3 CTOJY KPUXTH.

— Ille oaHe 3amuTaHHsA — i TH, 9K pa3 Ta ABa, Migeul
crmaTu! — MpoOMOBMJIAa BOHA i TaK WIBUAKO KUHYNACH MpU-
Ooupatu B JuTAuidl KiMHaTi, 1o Oijblle ckuganacs Ha
BUXOp Y KalleJIOWIKY ¥ ¢apTyci, HiXX Ha JIIOAUHY.

— Kpauie He nmutait ii. BoHa 3Ha€e Bce, ane HiKOU
HIYOTO HE Kaxe, — LIEMHYyna oMy IKehH.

— A Haulo Todi 3HaTH, SIK HIKOMY HE po3Kasyeui? —
npoOypuaB Maiiki, ajne TiutbKK cobi mia Hic, o6 Mepi
[TonmiHCc He mouyna.

J>xeitH 3 MaiikjioMm 3poay He nam’sitaiau, 100 1X KO-
JIU BKJajajiy CraTy TakK LUBMIKO, SIK TOro Beyopa. Mepi
[TonmiHC moracuiia CBITJIO AYXe 3apaHi | TaK MOKBarJin-
BO Mmojasacs 3 JAOMY, HEMOB 11 MiAraHAAN YCi BiTPpU CBITY.

[Mpore nmiTsiM 3panocs, WO HE MHUHYJIO W XBHJIMHU,
K YMUCDL roJloc MpOLUENOTIB Bill JBEpPE:

— Lsupensko, JdxenH 1 Maiikie! Hakunbre wwoch
Ha ccOc i UaiTe Mepuin!

3AMBOBaHI i BpaXkeHi, BOHU MOBUCKaKYBalX 3 JIiXKOK.
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— IlBuaxo! — ckasana [Ixein. — Hlock cranoca!

I moTeMKM KMHyJMach LIYKATH SIKOICh OJEXI.

— IBuaiue! — 3HOB 03BaJIOCh Bill ABEpEH.

— Ot TMIEeHBKO, 1 3HANLIOB TiJILKM CBOIO MaTPOCh-
Ky 11anoy4Ky i pyKaBUUKH, — Ka3aB Maiiki, Giralouu no
KiMHATi, BUTSTAIOUM LIYXJISAA A MalLaryy Mo TMOJHUSIX.

— Hivoro. Hanmgrum ix. HagBopi He xosomHo.
Xonimo!

Cawmiit JIXkeiH nmOWAacTHIO 3HAUTHU TiNbKM MaJIeHbKe
JI>KOHOBe ManbTeyko. Ane BOHA TMPOCYHYNA PYKHU B py-
KaByaTa ¥ BiIuMHMIA OBEpi.

3a aBepuMa He OyJIO HiKOro, aje IIiTIM 37anocs, Lo
XTOCh KMHYBCA cxomaMM BHU3. JXkeiH i Malki MeTHY-
JIMCS TYAH X TaKM.

Ycio nopory Toi XTOCh UM LIOCh Oy/10 monepeny.

BoHu He Gauunu ioro, a nmpoTe A0Ope 3HAJM, LHO IX
XTOCb YM LLOCH Bele, pad y pa3 HiOM MaHUTb 3a co6010.
Ochb BOHM BUMULIK Y BYJIMUKY, i IXHi Kanui M’SKO 3a40B-
rajiu rno TpoTyapy.

— llIBuaiue! — 3HOB MOKBAaNMB iX TOH cCaMUM rojoc
i3-3a pory, aje i 3BEpHYBIUM 3a Pir, BOHM He MOOGAYMUIU
HiKOro.

. O60€ nopsia, BOHU NMOOGIrIH TYIU, KyIH KJIMKaB TOM
rojoc, — BYJMLSIMU, aJIesIMU, MOIII apKaMM, Yepe3 nap-
KM, — aXx TOKH, 3acanaHi, JieaBe 3BOASYM TOAUX, ONU-
HUJIMCA nepel BEJIWKWUM TYPHIKETOM y AKIHCb Oropoxi.

— Ocb BM i nmpuilIn! — cKasap rojoc.

— Kyau? — rykHyB 0o HbOro Maiki.

Ane BignoBimi He Oyno. JxXeWH mMmomanack [0
TYpHiKeTy, TATHYYn Mafiikia 3a pyKy.

— Inanp! — ckaszana BoHa. — Xiba Tv He Oaumiu, Ae
mu? Le x 3oonapk!

3 Heba cs1IB MOBHM i IyXe ICHUIT Micsiub, i npu io-
ro CBiTNi Maikii po3OMBUBCS 3aJli3Hy OrOpoXy i 3aris-
HyB Kpi3b rpati. Hy 3BuuaitHo! Axuit xe BiH HeTAMY-
LIMiT — He BMi3HaB oapasy, wo e — 3oomnapk!
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— TinbKu SIK XXe MM 3aiiaeMo? — CIUTaB BiH. — Y Hac
HEMa€ rpoLUEcH.

— He TypOyiiTecs! — npoJsiyHaB rpyouit rojoc 3-mosa
oropoxi.. — ng mOYeCHUX TroOCTei CHOTOAHI BXiI
BiibHUiA. LLITOBXHITH TypHiKeT, Oynb nacka!

HxeitH 3 MaiKjIoOM CKOPMIMCH i BMUTb OTIMHUJIUCS
B 300mapKy.

— Ocb BaM KBUTKM, — CKaszaB TIpyOuWil rosoc, i,
MiABIBILIY TOJIOBU, HOIiTH MOOAYUNU 300pOBEHHOTO bypo-
ro Beamensi B KypTui 3 MiIHUMU T'yaA3UWKaMH i KalUKETi 3
KO3UPKOM Ha roJIOBI.

BiH npocTtsraB miTIM IBa poOXeBi KBUTKU.

— Ase X MM 3aBXIM Bianaemo KOHTposiepoBi KBUT-
KM, — cKazajna JeiH.

— To x 3aBXxau, a To cboroaHi! CbOroaHi ix Bpyda-
10Tb BaM, — MOBUB BeaMinb i BCMiXHYBCH.

Majikn yce MpuAMBISIBCS 1O HLOTO.

— A g Bac nam’siTalo, — CKa3aB BiH HapeluTi Bengme-
nesi. — Konwce s 6yB naB BaM OaHKy cupomy.

— ABxex, — MoBUB Beaminb. — | 3a0yB 3HSAATU KOB-
nayox. 3Ha€EW, MCHi J0BEJOCh MOMOMAPYIUTUCS OiNbLI
INCCSATKA OHIB, MOKM s #oro 3HaAB. Hapani Oynb
YBaXKHILLIMHA.

— A 5K 1, 110 BY HE B KJIITLI? By BHOYI 3aBXAU TaK
ryasiere? — cnurtaB Mamki.

— Hi, Tinbku Tomi, sk e HaponxxeHHs mpunanae
Ha noBHIO Micsaus. Ane mapyiite. I Myly CTOSITH TIpH
BXO/II.

Benmine ob6epHyBcs i 3HOB 3aXOAMBCSI KPYTUTH py4-
KY TYPHIKETY.

[xeitH 3 MaiikioM nmiwunyM MaHapyBaTH no 3oorap-
Ky. [ToBHUMIT Micsilb Tak i Cs5B, i KOXHE JAEpEBO UM Ky-
LUK, KOXHY KBITKY OYl10 BUOHO, SIK yaeHb. OTOX IITH
MOIJIM OyXe mo0pe pO3AMBUTUCH YCI MaBUILAOHMU M
KJIITKMU.
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— 3[a€eTbes, TYT WOCh Ma€ OYTH He3BUUaliHe, — CKa-
3aB Maiik.

| cnpaBai, Ha Te ckupanocs. [1o Bcix nopixkax Gira-
Jim 3Bipi. To B cymnposoai nraxis, To cami. JIBoe BoBkiB
TYMOTIJIM 110330y AiTed, XBaBO IMPO LLOCh PO3MOBJISIIOUH
3 Jlenexkoto. [xeiH i3 MaiikioM nouyau cjiosa «JdeHb
HapomxeHHs» i «[1oBHuit Micsiub». Boanuui wnm no-
psn Tpo€e BepbaioniB, a Henoaanik Binm HuX — bobep Ta
AmepukaHcbkuii [pud, 3arnubieHi B po3moBy. I Bci Bo-
HU, SK 30aBajocs OiTSIM, pO3MOBJISIZIM MPO OIHE.

— HLikaBo, 4Mil Ue TYT Y HUX JE€Hb HAPOMXEHHA? —
ckazaB Maiiki, ane [JXelH nocriiuana Briepea, nMpyuBao-
JIeHa HEe3BMUYalHUM BUIOBHULUCM.

Axpa3 6insa kiuitkn CnoHa GiraB pauky Tyau i Cloau
Iy>Ke TNagKui ctapyuil 1o6poniit, a Ha CITIMHI B HHOrO Ha
IIBOX HEBEJMUKUX OCJiHUMKAX CUAIJIO BiCiIM MaBMOYOK.

— Hy # uy! Bce Tyr HaBMBOpIT! — CKpHKHYJa
JI>KenH.

Jo6poniit, MUHaIOUM iX, CEPAMTO MOMISTHYB Ha HeEl.

— HaBuBopit? — nupxHyB BiH. — Lle 1 — HaBuBopit?
[1lo 3a 6anmauku? lle o6pa3za!

BiciM MaBMo4yoK ry4yHO 3aperoTajiucsl.

— Ox, npobaure, s1 He Ha Bac, a... Ha BCe TyT, — BU-
npaBaoByBasach JIXeiH, rmocmilialoyM 3a HUM. —
3aBxXAM 3Bipi KaTalOTb JIIOLEH, a TyT JIIOAMHA KaTa€
3BipaT. Oue s M XoTina cKasaTu.

Ane crapuit nobponii, canaiouu, nooir Aani, OgHO
KaXXyuM, 110 Horo obpaswiu, i 3HMK Jechb i3 MaBIlOuKa-
MU Ha CITHHI.

JxeiH moGauuna, WO Kpaule HC TFHAaTUCS 3a HUM,
y3sna Maiikna 3a pyky i notsirja Bricpel.

— Aros, BM, BU, aABoe! Hytc nuw y Boay! [1obaunmo,
K BaM TIpHAaTUMETbCA 3a WIMATKOM arejbCMHOBOL
IWUKYpKH, KOTpa BaM 30BCIM Hi 4O 4YOoro! — rouyBcCs 3He-
HalbKa YUUCh OOpaXeHUH, CEpAUTUI TOJIOC, i, ISSHYBLUU
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BHW3, AITU TI0OAYMIN HEBEIMYKOro 4yopHoro TroJieHs,
SIKMW THIBHO MO3MpaB Ha HMUX i3 cpibHOI, nia Micsiuem,
BOJIM.

— Hy x 60, #aiTp, i8iTh, No6AUYMMO, UM NIPUNALE BaAM
TaKc 40 cMaky!

— AJIC X... MM HC BMIEMO rMiaBaTH!.. — BUMOBMUB
Maiikn.

— Lo x s Buito? — ckazas TioncHb. — byno 6 nyma-
™M paniuic. HiXTo HIKOAM HE KJIOMOTaBCsI TUM, UYMW BMilO
naasary si... E, yoro 1006i? 1llo Take?

OcraHHi coBa BiH NMPOMOBUB 10 TIONCHSI, SIKUI BU-
pHILYB 3 BOOM i LLOCH 3alUCMOTIB HOMY Ha BYXO.

— X10? — OypkHyB nicpwiuit TioneHb. — Kaxu ro-
JiocHiwe!

Apyruit TioneHb 3alICNOTIB 3HOBY. [IXeiH po3uy-
na ciosa: «[louccHi Tocti», «/lpy3i»... ane Oinbuie
Hivoro. [epwwuit ToneHb, 30aBanocs, 0yB po3uapoBa-
HU, aJIc AOCUTb YBIUAUBO cKa3aB A0 JXciH i Maik-
Jla:

— Ox, napy#rc ynackao! Paguit Bac 6auutu. dapyi-
TC Jlackano!

[, BUCTABUBLIK 3 BOAM NACT, BiH HE3rpPabHO NMOTHUC-
HYB JIITSIM PYKH.

- duBucst, Kynu iaein! — HCCIOMIBAHO TYKHYB Bill.
Tict MuTi woch crykHynocst o6 JxcitH. BoHa uiBuako
oOCcpHyAAChL | 3MIKAHO BiICKOUMA, HOOAUUBILM TICPen
co0010 Besmuesioro Jiepa. Oui foro 3a0jMLLIIN, KOMU
Bitl TIOMITUB 1i.

— Ox, cayxairc... — nouas BiH. — H Hc 3HaB, WO wLE
B! Tyr cbOrogHi TakMil HATOBII, 4 S TaK KBAMOCsl Mo-
OauMTH, SIK TOAYBATUMYTb JIIOACH, 11O, MAaOyTb, TaKU HE
Lly>KC PO3AMBJISIBCS, Ky/W May. XoaiMo 3i MHoto! Takoro
HISIK HC MOJXHa MPOTMYCTUTH.

— Moxc 6, — ueMHO cka3zajia JIxcii, — BM J1acKaBo
MOKa3aJii HaM TyaH jgopory?
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BoHa He nyxe moBipsina JIeBoBi, ajie BiH Hauye OyB He
3NMUi. «[lo TOro X, — nmoaymasnoch i, — Li€l HOYi BCe
HaBHUBOPIT».

— 3a-amobku! — cka3aB JleB, CUJIKYIOUNCH, 11100 To-
JIoC MOro JyHaB sIKHaMHiXHilue, i nogas [>xeiH nany.

JliBUMHKa B3sulacsl 3a Hei, aje JUIsl NEBHOCTI MILHO
BYEIMJIACh APYrolo pykor 3a Maiikia: BiH OyB yBech Ta-
KU M’AKWit i KpyraeHbkui... Bo, 3pewtoro, JleB €
Jles...

— Yu rapHa mos rpusa? — goporoi cnutas Jles. —
3aansi CbOrOAHILIHBOTO CBSITA S 11 3aBMB.

JxelH rnsgHynaa. ['puBa Oyna ctapaHHO HamoMamxe-
Ha W 3aBUTA.

— [yxe rapHa, — MpoMoOBuWJa AiBYMHKA, — aJie Xi0a...
Xiba He OMBHO, 110 JieB abae npo rpuBy? A mymana...

— Illo? Mog moba oHa neni, JIes, sk BaM BigoMoO,
uap Ham ycima 3pipamu. BiH MOBMHEH mam’aTaTd npo
cBO€ ctaHoBMlUE. | womo MeHe. To s mpo Hboro 3aby-
BaTU He Jo6m0. A BBaxkalo, 10 JleB 3aBXIW MOBUHEH
Matu Oe3moraHHUM BUISAA, X04 Ou g€ BiH repeOyBas.
Croom, Oyap nacka.

[ BiH, rpamiiftHO MaxXHyBLUIM Jarolo, TIOKa3aB Ha Be-
gukuit [laBinbitoH KoTsauyux i MoBiB OiTEH Tynou.

O6oM iM ax OyxX INepexonwuso, KOJW BOHU NMobayu-
JIM Te, L0 MOCTaJO0 Mepel IXHIMWA O4MMa. Y BEIUKOMY
npuMillleHHi 6yJ10 MOBHO 3BipiB. JeKOTpi MOCXUASINUCH
Ha 6ap’ep, WO BiAAIAB KIITKA Bid INsiAaviB, iHLIi CTO-
SUIM Ha Kpichax, IO spycaMM 3AiMMaliucsl HaBIpPOTH
Ki1iToK. TyT Oyau naHTepu i neomnapav, BOBKH, TUTPU
W aHTWJIOIM, MABIIOYKHM i 1’)KaKu, BOMOATH, TipCbKi KO-
31 i xupadu; 3i0paBcst TYT i LMK TYPT YalOK Ta sic-
TpyOiB.

— YypoBo, npaBga x? — ropao ckasas Jles. — Ilpo-
CTO Haye 3a JaBHiX OOOpPMX 4YaciB Yy IKYHIJsSX. Alie
XOmiMO wwBHalLLEe, Tpeba 3HaUTHU cODi rapHi Micus.
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[ BiH MoyaB npokiagaTH B HATOBMi JOPOTY, MOTYKY-
104U: «PO3CTYIMIThCS, pO3CTYNiThCs!» 1 TITHYUM HXeiH i3
Maiikiom 3a cobGoio. Heszabapom, pnech mnocepen
NaBuUILMOHY, 1M TpanujlaCb HEBeJMYKa TMporajiuMHa, W
CTaJI0 BUIHO KJIITKH.

— Ox, — cka3aB Maiiki i 3 1MBa po33sBUB poTa. — Y
KJIiTKax MOBHO Jiloaei!

i Tak Bono it 6yno. B oaniit wiiTui nBa omacuCTHX
JIITHIX go0pondii y uMJiHApax i CMyracTUX 1UTaHSIX CHY-
BaJlM TyAM W ClOOM | 3 TPUBOIOIO BAMBISIIUCH 1032
rpaTH, HIOM Ha LIOCh YEKAJIH.

Y npyriit KaiTui METYIIMWJIUCh JiTH — SKi TUIbKY € Ha
CBITI Ha 3pIiCT i HA BUMJISIA, Bil MAIST Y JOBTUX COpOYey-
Kax i mani.

3Bipi 6ins KIITKM AyXE 3aLiKaBJICHO PO3IJsAaU LI0
Majicyy, a NEeKOTpi HaMarajJiMcb pPO3CMILUUTU AiTHaxiB,
NpoCyBalouM B KJIITKY jany abo xBicT. 2Kupaga BUTATNA
CBOIO IOBIY LIMIO MOHAJ roJ0BaMy iHLIMX 3BipiB, — TaK,
o6 XJOMYUK y MaTpOCbKOMY BOpaHHi MOJIOCKOTaB i
Hoca.

Y TpeTiit kiuiTui OyJM TpM NiTHI JaMM B TUaliax i B
rajowax. OaHa 3 HUX WOCH MJieda, a peluTa ABi CTOSIU
Oinst rpaT, KpMYajad Ha TBaApUH i LUTypXaJik 1X MapacoJib-
KaMH.

— [Mapwusa 3sipoTo! Iam reTs, s xouy HomOMYy, XO4y
yalo! — Bcpeulana oaHa.

— [lpaBna x, kyMcaHa? — Ka3ajau TBApMHU i TOJIOCHO
peroTaju 3 Hel.

— JIxeiH, nuBu! — CKpUKHYB Maiki i nmoka3aB Ha
KpaitHio KJiTKy. — OTO X...

— Anmipan bym! — ckazana JIxkeiH, CTpallleHHO 301~
BYBaBLIMCD.

i To Taku cnpasai 6yB Agmipan.

BiH kupaBcst y CBOIM KJIiTUi, KalUJsIB, CSKAaBCS i ax
cCHYaB 3 Jocanu.
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— Ilo6 MmeHi ropasinka nycHyna! Yci no momit! 3em-
Jis Ha ropu30HTi! Xait MeHi ropasiHka aycHe! — KpuuaB
Anmipannt.

lllopa3y siKk BiH migxoauB OO rpaT, TUTp 37ereHbKa
TOPKaB WOro majnmuelo, i AnMipan Todi e Ayx4ye cep-
JIVBCA.

— | sk TinBbKKM BOHM TaM yci OMMHMIMCH? — criMTana
IxeitH y Jlesa.

— 3arasiiuch, — BIOIOBIB TOM, — UM, Kpallle CKa3aTH,
3araBWIMCh. YCi Ui JOAM JOBUIY raB y 300IMapKy Ta i
HE34y/IHuCh, SIK 3aMKHymnacs Opama. Hy, tpeGa x Oyno ix
JIeCh JiTH, OT MU ¥ po3MicTHiIM iX TyT. OLei och HeOe3-
IeYHuit, oH, nornsHere! HeljonaBHo Mano He BKOPOTUB
BiKy mornsimaueBi. bnu3pko He migxoaeTe! — JleB moka-
3aB Ha Anmipana byma.

— Bigcrynitk, Oyap nacka, BiaCTyIiTh! — rouynam Ha-
pa3 JIxeitH i3 Maiikiom kpuku. — He Ttosnrecs! I1po-
nycriTh-00!

— A, Ue 3apa3 iXx romyBaTMMyThb! — CKa3aB JIEB, XBa-
BO MpoOHparounch Kpi3b HartoBn. — OQcb i gorasgaui.

Yersepo bypux BeaMeniB, yci B KalukeTax 3 KO3Up-
KaMM, BE3JIM Bi3KM 3 KOPMOM BY3€HBKMM KOPUIOPOM,
1O BIOAIISIB KJITKHU Bil HAaTOBMY 3BipiB.

— T'eit, BimiimiTb-HO! — TyKaJuM BOHM, KOJIM XTO 3
TBAapHMH 3aCTyMnaB IM JOpOTY.

[ToTiM BOHM MO uep3i BiTUMHSIIM HEBEIWYKI JBEp-
UsiTa B KJITKax 1 Ha BWJIAX MPOCYBAJIM B HUX KOPM.
JIxerH i MalikiioBi 0yJio Bce 10Ope BUAHO Y MPOMiXKOK
Mix IlaHtepolo ta JIMHro. MansitaM KMAaNIM B KIiTKH
MOJIOKO B TUISSLIKAaX, BOHY XarajaM iX B OOMABI pyku i
XamioHo Taram go pora. Crapili HiTHM Xamajqy 3 B
KOPXHMKH ¥ KEKCH i TyT-TakM HaMHUHanu. Jamam y ra-
Jollax TMOJaJiM TOHICiHBKiI OyTepOpodau i1 STYHE TMEUUBO
Ha Tapilioykax, a JoOpolisiM y UMIIHApax — KOTJIETH 3
0apaHVMHM i 3aBapHHUI KpEM Y CKIISTHKax. Y3sBIUM B
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PYKH Xap4, 100poaii B CMyracTUX LITAHSIX MOHECIHN HO-
ro B KyTOK, IOIMPOCTENSAJIN Ha KOJIiHAX HOCOBI XYyCTMH-
KW ¥ 3aXOQUJINCH ICTH.

Konn nornsgayi Bxe oOIiMIIM KIITKM, Mo3ady pan-
TOM TIOYYBCSI HECAMOBHUTHM JIEMEHT:

— Xaif MeHi ropjsgHkKa JyCHe — L€ Ha3MBa€EThCsl Be-
yepa? Kpuxra m’sca it kanyctuHa! A ae HOpKIIMPCbKUIA
nyauHr? Fanw6a! [ligHgaTu axkip! A me Miil nopreeitH?
[MopteeitH ae, uyere? Croam oro mepuuiit! ['eit, Bu Tam,
y KamOy3i, e aaMipabCbKHUi1 NOPTBEHH?

— OH saK po3xoauBcs! Sl BaM KasaB, 110 BiH Hebe3-
TeYHu i, oToi OoH! — cka3as Jles.

I>xeitH 1 MaiikyioBi He Tpeba Oy/o MOSACHIOBaTH, NMpo
Koro 11¢ BiH. BoHu ayxe no0pe 3Hann AnmipajioBy 3BUY-
KY PO3MOBJISITH.

Hapewti, — npoMoBuB JIeB, KoM TOMIH y MaBijibiO-
Hi Tpoxu BuUIyX. — 3Ha€TbCs, BXe Bce. Tenep MeHi, 3 Ba-
ILIOro I03BOJy, AOoBeaeThbcsl BifivTh. [loGaummocst 3ro-
oM, mig yac Benukoro Tanky. f Bac 3Haiiny.

BiH mpoBiB ix [0 [Bepei, MOMpOWIABCS i MilIOB
cobi, CTpyllylO4M CBOEIO 3aBUTOI0 rpuBoio. Moro 30-
JIoTaBa WIEpPCTb MiHWAACA Bil MICAYHOI'O CBIiTJAa M Ti-
HEM.

— Oit, nmocTpuBaiiTe!.. — rykHyja MoMy HaB3AOTiHLI
JxeitH. Ane BiH yXe 3HMK. — Sl XOTina cnuTaTt, 4 ix
X0u KoJiM BuUNycKaioTbh. bimonawni moau! Lle x i IxoH
3 bap6apolo nMpocTiCiHbKO MOMIX TYT ONUHUTUCA. AGO i
MH 3 TOOOIO.

BoHa oGepHynacsi no Maiikia, ane Woro mopsa He
Oyno. BiH 3BepHYB Ha OiuHy mopixKy. JxeiH moaanacs
3a HUM i, MAIAIIOBILIM OMXUe, mobGauunna, 1o BiH po3-
moBase 3 [linrBiHoMm. To# cToAB mocepen HOPiXKH, 3a-
TUCHYBIUM Mil OLHMM KPWJIOM BEJWKHMH 30LUMT, a Tif
JPYTUM 3J0POBEHHUI OJliBElb, KiHUMK SKOrO BiH pa3 y
pa3 MOKyCyBaB y 3alyMi.
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— HiyoriciHpbKO HeE crama€ Ha OyMKy, — TodyJja
JxeriH MaiikiioBi cjioBa, MaGyTh, BiAMNOBigAb Ha SKECh
3aNUTaHHSI.

[Tiursin o6epHyBcst 10 JXKeiH. '

— A Moxe 0, BM MeHi monoMmoriu? — NpPOMOBHUB
BiH. — [linkaxites pumy no «Mepi». 1 BinMOBUBCS Bilx
PUMM «Ha namnepi», 60 TaKk aGUXTO 3apUMY€E. XOUEThCS
3HaWTH LIOCh HE3BMYHE, CBOE. fAKILNO BaM CHajlo Ha
IYMKY «CH30Mepi» — He KaXiTb, He Tpeba. A it cam yxe
npo ue aymaB. Hi, it ue He Te. He Tak ciig npo Hei ro-
BOPUTH.

— Terepi! — pantom ckazaB Maiiki.

— I'm! He oyxe moetnyHo, — MoBUB [1iHIBiH.

— A 5K — «10 Beuepi»? — o3Banacst KeiH.

— Hy... — ITinreiH Hi6uTO 06MipKROBYBaB. — ...He my-
>Ke rapHO, — CKa3aB BiH XypJiuBo. — MabyTb, JOBEIETh-
cs W BiIl UBOro BiIMOBUTHCH. Po3yMmieTe, s ckiagaio
nicHo no Jus HapomxcHHs. MeHi 3mamoch, 110 Hero-
raHo Oyne MmovyaTd Tak:

«O Mepi, Mepi...»

Anc pmani B MeHe He miwno. Tak npukpo! Bin
[liHrBiHa BCi crioaiBalOTbCsl YOroch HE3BUUAMHOrO, i S
HE Xouy Hikoro po3uaponyBatu. Hy, rapasn... He 6apith
MeHe. fl Myuly 3HalTH AKYCb pany.

I 3 uuMu cnoBamMy BiH KBarJIMBO MOJABCS TeTh, BTY-
MUBILIYCE Y 30IUUT i MOKYCYIOUM OJTiBLIS.

— [Mpocto nmuBa! — ckazana dxeitt. — Yuit ue tyr
JICHb HAPOJUKCHHSI, LiKAaBO 3HATH?

— Hy, xomith xe ¥ BH, xodite! MabyTh, i BaM XO-
yeTbcsl mipuBiTaTy 3 JIHeM HapomxeHHs, i B3arani... —
MOYYBCSl 3HEHaubKa 0insg HUX YMICL TON0C, i, 00EpPHYB-
WKCb, BOHU mnobauunu Toro camoro byporo Beamens,
IO OaB IM KBUTKM TMPU BXOi.

— O, 3BMuYaiiHO, — WBKUIKO o3Banacsl [XxeiH, 3Mip-
KYBaBIlY, 110 HaiKpalle Oyae BiAMOBICTH CaMe Tak, XO-
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ya 30BCIM HE 340raayBajiach, KOTO CJil BiTaTU 3 OHEM
HapOIKEHHS.

bypuit BeaMinp oOHsIB 1X 3a ruiedi i MOBIB mornepen
cebe ngopixkow. Moro M’sika miepcTb Temio TopKajacs
O HUX, 1 HiTU 4yJd, SIK TYI0 B HbOTO BCEpEdMHi, KOIU
BiH TOBODUB.

— Ocb Mu # 1yT! — niporys bypwmit Benminp, CriiHMB-
LIKXCh NEpell HEBETUUKUM OYIMHOUYKOM.

BikHa B OynMHOYKY TaK SICHO CBITWJIMCS, IO SIKOU
BU Ha BJACHI o4i He 6ayunau Hag cob6oto Micsaus, To mo-
oyManu 0, 1o TO TaK CS€ COHLE.

BeaMigb OnYMHMB OBEpi W JIEreHbKO MiAIITOBXHYB
niteit ynepen.

Criepiuy iX OCHINUNO SICKpaBe CBITJIO, ajie 3a MUTh
O4i 3BMKJIM OO HBOTO, i HiTW TMOOAYMIMU, O BOHU — B
TepapiyMi. YcCi KJIITKM CTOSITN BiTUMHCHI, i 3Mil MOBUXO-
IWIY 3 HUX — IEKOTPi MO3ropTalucs BETUKUMU KiyOKa-
MM ¥ BiINOYMBAAM Ha MII03i Nepel IBEpUSTaMHU
KJITOK, iHIUI MJIAaBHO KOB3aIU TO MimIO03i.

I mpocto mocepen ycix umx 3Miit, Ha Kosomi, SIKY,
MEeBHO, TMPUHCCAU CIOOM 3 SKOICh KJITKU, — HITU HE
TOBipuIM BlacHUM ovyaM! — cumina Mcpi [MonmiHc!

— lle nBo€ 3 mno3MOpPOBJIEHHSIM, Ballla MUIICTh, —
11aHOOJMMBO cKa3aB Benminb.

¥Yci 3Mii 3aliKaB/lI€eHO TMOBEPHY/IX TOJIOBU OO HMIiTEH.
Mepi [lonmiHc He moBopyxHyacs. 3aTc BOHAa O3Bajlach:

— 51 6 xoTina 3HaTH, e TBOE MaJIbTO, — CNMUTAJIa BO-
Ha i cepouTo rsiHyna Ha Majikna, Haye 30BCiM He 30U-
ByBajiacst. — A TBiil Kanejiox i pyKaBuuku ne? — HEBIO-
BOJIEHO 3BepHyaacsl BoHa no xeiiH.

Ane BiOIOBICTH OiTM HE BCTUIIM, 00 came Ti€l MUTI
Tepapiym TUBHO OXHB.

— M-wr-wr! OI-mm-p!

Yci 3Mmii, crtuMxa 3acHyYaBIUM, MOMIABOOAWINCH Ha
KIHYMKAX XBOCTIiB 1 BKJIOHSUIACS KOMYCh, XTO OyB 3a
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cnvuHamu B [xeuH i Maiikia. bypuit Benminb cKuHyB
3 rofnoBu Kamiketa. I Mepi [NonniHc nosinbHO minBe-
nacsl.

— Mosa nutuHo! Mos nwba AUTHMHO! — IOYYBCH
UMMICh TUXMI, IaTiAHUEI, XpUIIKYBaTHUI TOJOC.

[ 3 Haii6iNBWOI KIITKM HEKBAMAMBO, MUIABHO U He-
uyyTHo Bufi3na Koponiscbka Kob6pa. [MnaBkuMu pyxamu
KOB3HYBILHM MOMIX CXMJICHHX y MOKJIOHI 3Miil, OOMMHYB-
wr byporo Beamensi, BoHa cnuHunacsi rnepea Mepi
[TonniHC i, MiABIBWKCH TMEPEAHBOIO TMOJIOBUHOIO CBOTO
30JI0TABOrO JOBroro Tijfia, BWTSNAa IOrOPU TOJIOBY.
Bum’sina 3onoTucTMit NyCKyBaTWi KalIUyK i HiXHO
nouinyBajla iMEHWMHHMUIO CITOYAaTKy B OAHY, a TOHI B
LPYTy 1IOKY.

— Cccnyxaite, — nackaBo 3acuyana BoHa. — Lle
ccenpaBai waccers! JaBHo TBiM ey HapomxeHHs He
BUIMagaB Ha nMoBHio Micsius, AMTUHKO!

BoHa noBepHysna ronosy.

— Cccipaytte, npy3s33i! — npoMoBuJia BOHA, MJIABHO
BKJIOHMBIUMCH pELUTi 3Mil, i BOHM, MOYYBLWIMU LE, Bpas
yCi OMYCTUAMCST Ha MiAJOTy, NMOCKPYUYYyBaJIMCh KJIIYOKaAMH
i 3BEPHYM MOBHI HAUIIMOLIOT MowaHy ovi 1o Kobpu i
Mepi IlonmiHc.

A KobOpa TM uacoM moBepHysia roiaoBy a0 [AXeiH i
Maiikia, — AITH aXx 3APUTHYJIMCS 3 AMBA — Taka Le Oy-
Jla MaHiCiHbKa $ CTapeHbKa, 3MOpLUECHA TOJiBOHbKA.
A TaeMHHMYKI Mmorasa 1i ouer HIOM NPUKOBYBAB i TSTHYB
1o cebe, Tak wo JxeiH i3 MaikjioM MHUMOBOJIi CTYIHY-
au Bnepea. Oudi Ti OyiM By3bKi M JOBracti i HiOUTO
TbMSIHI 1 COHHI, Ta AcCh TIMOOKO B HUX HE3FraCHUMHU ca-
MOLIBITAMM XEBPiJIM MpUYAEH] ICKPH.

— A ue xTo, uikaBo 3HaTH? — cnutana Kobpa cBoiM
JarifHYMM 1 BOOHOYAC MOTOPOUIHHUM TOJIOCOM, HE CIyC-
Kalouy 3 JITEH MUJILHOTO TMOSsIAY.
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— Mic [xeiH i mictrep Maiikn beHkcu, 3 Bauioro
JI03BOJly, — cKa3aB bypuit Beaminb xpunko, MoB 3i cTpa-
xy. — Ii npusreni.

— A, ue 1 npusareni? Hy To nackaBo mnpocumo!
Cipaiite, m1006i!

— JIxeiH i MaiknoBi panToM 30a10cs, 110 TO JYHA€E
KOPOJIIBCbKHM T0JIOC, a TAKOro 3 HUMM HE OyJi0, HaBiTh
KOJIM 10 HUX 3BepTaBcs Jles.

Hacuny BimipBaBwu oui Bia BiagHoro norasny Ko6-
pY, LiTU O3UPHYJHUCS, LIYKAIOYHU, HA YOMY CiCTH.

Toni bypuit Beamiab npuciB, i BOHH NMPUMOCTUIUCH
Ha MOro BOJIOXaTUX KOJliHaX.

— BoHa rosoputh, MOB KopoJjesa.

— bo BoHa i € Hama KoponeBa, Halua Haiimynpilia,
HaurpisHiwa [loBenurenska, — THUXO i wWIAHOONAMBO
BianosiB bypuit Beaminb.

Kobpa ycmixHynacsi mOBrMM, MOBiJIbHUM, 3araiako-
BUM YCMiXoM i obepHynacs no Mepi IMonriHc.

— CecTpUuKO, — JarigHo IpoMOBWJIa BOHA.

— Bona cnipaBnai it cectpa? — npouuenoTiB Maiki.

— Hebora B TpeTix — nmo marepi, — i co0i MOLLUETIKU
BiAnoBiB bypuit BeaMmigb, nMpucTaBMBIUM OO poTa ja-
ny. — Ta kpauie cnyxaiimMo. 3apa3 .koponeBa 3poOMUTb
IMEHMHHMLI JapyHOK.

— CecTpuuko, — 3HOB cka3ana Kobpa. — [laBHo Bxe
TBii [JeHb HapomxeHHs He BuNamaB Ha MoBHIO Micsus.
[ maBHO MM He Big3Hauanu Ui€i nmonii Tax, K HUHI. Tox
S Majla 4ac MoMipKyBaTH, KM TOGi 3poOMTH moaapy-
HOK. | s Bupiiumna... — BoHa 3amoBkJa, i Bce B Te-
papiyMi 3aBMepJio, 3aTaMyBaBLIU MMoauX. — S BUpilLuaa,
110 HaliKpalue Oyme mogapyBaTy TOOi OfHY 3 MOIX Bjac-
HMX WWIKIp.

— O, BM 3aHAATO JIacKaBi, CecTpo... — IMouaja Oyna
Mepi [NonmiHc, ane Kobpa rnmopyxom ronoBu 3Befifa ii
MOBYaTH.
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— HpiOHuui, npionuui! Ty 3Haew, 1o g yac Bil ya-
Cy 3MiHIOIO 1IKipy, i Ha OAHY Oinblue Y4 HA OOHY MEH-
e — UISI MEHE MaJIO BaXKMTb. Xi0a X § He... — BOHa 3a-
MOBKJIa i obBesia ounma Tepapiym.

— Bonopmapka mKyHTNiB! — mpocuyaiiM ofapasy BCi
3Mil, TaK HeHaye ¥ 3alnuTaHHS i BiAMOBiAb OyauM 4yacTu-
HOI0 N0oOpe 3HAOMOTIO BCIM IM 0Opsiny.

KobGpa k1BHYyJa roj0BoI0.

— Tox MeHi 3maeTbes: WO J00pe Misi MEHe, Te W s
TeOe Oyne mobpe. lle, 3BuyaiiHO, HE IKUICH GaraTuii mo-
JapyHok, Joba Mepi, ajie 3 HbOTO MOXHa 3pOOUTH TIO-
sc, abo YepeBUYKHU, abO TaM CTpiuKy Ha KarealollokK, a
1€ HIKOJIM He 3aiiBe, cama 3HaeLl.

[, ckazaBluM 11e, BOHA MOBIJILHO 3aroiganacs 3 OOKy
Ha 0iK, i JxeiH Ta MailKJIOBi 30aJ10CS, 1O MO BChOMY
11 Tuly, Bi XBOCTa OO TOJIOBM, MPOMIUIN JICABE MOMITHI
XBHJII.

| Bpa3 BoHa BCSl pBYYKO 3BHWJAcs i CTperneHynacs —
1 30/10TaBa LIKipa craja 3 Hel Ha MiIIory, a HaTOMICTb
cpibnssicTUM OJIMCKOM 3acsisijia HOBa.

— Crpusait! — ckaszana Kobpa, konu Mepi IMonmniHc
HAXWIWJIach, 10O TMiAHATH 30JI0TaBMi MOJAPYHOK. —
S xouy HamucaTd Ha Hill BiTaHHS.

| BoHa kiHUMKOM XBOCTa LUBMIACHBKO Tepebiriaa mo
CKMHYTIH 1IKipi, CIPUTHO CKPYyTWa 30JI0TaBUH Maco4yoK
KiJIbLIEM i, TAXOMMBILIU WOro Ha roJIOBY, MOB KOPOHY,
efneraHTHo mnpoctarHyjia Mepi Ilonminc. Ta, BKJIOHUB-
LLIUCH, y3sJ1a MOro.

— 4 npocTo He 3Halo, SIK BaM NOSKyBaTH, — Toyasa
BOHAa ¥ 3aMOBKIJIA.

byno BuaHo, IO momapyHOK il Ayxe criogoOaBcs,
00 BOHa mepemnyckaia WOro To TyAu, TO CIOOM Ha O0JIO-
HSIX, HE MOTIJIa BillipBaTH Bill HbOTO 3aXOTJIEHUX OYEH.

— Hema 3a mo pgskyBatd, — npomoBuia Ko-
poniBcbka Kobpa! — Ll-c-c! — pantom ckaszana BoHa i
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Bumn’stia kaniyk. HiGu mo voroch mpucnyxanacs... —
Konu He noMmunsioch, e curHan no Benukoro TaHKy.

Yci npucnyxanuch. 3aa3BeHiB A3BOHUK. Yuiich H6aco-
BUTHUI roJIOC, yC€ HAOAMXAIOUUCD, TYKAB:

— Benwnkuit Tanok! Benukuit Tanok! Bci — Ha cepe-
IWHY napky! Xyrtuiit, xytuiii! Benukuit TaHok — 3a-
KJIouHMi HoMmep cBsaATa! Bei — y Benuknit TaHok!

— 51 TaKk i 3Hama, — 3 ycMmilikolo rnpomoBuna Kob-
pa. — lnu, ronyboHbKo, cTaHb y Kono! Bes Tebe Tam He
nouHyTb. [Tpowagaiit! o HactynHoro JAus HapomxeHHst!

BoHa 3HOBY migBenacst i mokJjaja MOUIJIYHOK Ha
obuasi woku Mcpi IMonniHc.

— llBuawe! — ckazana Kobpa. — f nogdaro mpo
TBOIX MaJIEeHbKMX APY3iB.

bypuit Benminb 3aBopyiumBcs, i JxeitH 3 Maiikiiom
MOMiABOAMINCE 3 ioro KoJiiH. [lin HoraMu B HUX 3BUBa-
JIUCL 3Mii, nocmiwaioun g0 suxony. Mepi IlomnmiHc ue-
PCMOHHO BKJioHMNaca Kobpi i, He orngagalvyuch Ha
NiTel, WBUAEHbKO TOAanacd OO0 BEJMKOro MaigaHuyuka
nocepen 300MapKy.

— Bu Moxete #iTH, — ckasana Kobpa Bcamenesi, i
BiH, MOKIpHO BKJIOHMBLUIMCbH, 3 KALUKETOM Yy Jari, KH-
HYBCSl ¥ cOOI cnigom 3a BCciMa 3BipaMH — TYIM, JIC BOHHU
30upanucsi B TaHOK aoBKkona Mepi TlonniHc.

— XoucTte nitu 3i MHOW? — narigHo cnuTtana Kobpa
JxcitH 1 Malikna.

i, He uekaioun BiAToBidi, KOB3HyNa MOMIX HUMH,
MOPYXOM TOJIOBU 3BCJIBILIM iM iTH 00abiu Hel.

— Touanocccest! — pagicHO MpoMoBMIa BOHA.

3 NpocCTOpOi rajsiBUHM 1ocepen 300MapKy 3anyHaB
rOJIOCHUM ramip, i OiTH 3pO3yMiau, WO To noyvaBcsi Be-
qukuit TaHok. HabGnuxarouuchb, BOHUM Crieplly MoOvyJu,
K TaM CIiBalOTb | BMUTYKYIOTb, MOTIM MoOayYuiIn Jeo-
napaiB, jeBiB, 000piB, XypaBiiB, aHTUJION i llie Oarato
BCSIKMX 3BIpiB i NTaxiB, sIKi CTaJIM y BEJIUKE Kojio 3 Me-
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pi Ilonmninc mocepenuni. [loTiM yci BOHM 3axomwiu
KpYyXKa, 3acTpubany Ha 3aAHiX HOrax, LOCHJIU BUCIIiBY-
toun Juky IlicHio JxyHraiB, pa3 y pa3 BUCKAKylOUU 1O-
3a KOJIO, MiHSIIOUUCh OHE 3 OAHUM MICUSIMU, SIK TaHLIO-
PUCTU B KaIpWJIi.

3HeHalbKa 3 YChOro TOro raMopy BUPiZHUBCSI YUICH
TOHKHWHA, MUCKJIMBUA TOJOCOK:

O Mepi, Mepi,
Tu — Haue 3o0pi,
Tu — Haue 3-0-opi!

I gity no6aumnu IMiHrBiHa, WO TUHYB Y TaHKY, Ma-
Xalouu KyUMMHW KpHMJIBMM 1 Beceso BUCHiBYlOUU. BiH
MOMITUB HiTei, yKIOHKUBCS KoOpi il BUTYKHYB:

— UYyere Mmoo nicHI0? £l cam cknaB! 3BicHO, BOHa He
IyXe NOCKOHana. «30pi» — HE BEAbMM TOYHA puMa 10
«Mepi», Ta napma! MoxHa cniBaTu!

I BiH, minckouuBwy, Bxonus min nany Jleonapaa.

IxeitH 3 MaiikioMm, cTtosiunm 00abiy MOBYA3HOI |
TaeMHU401 Kobpu, nuBuiucss Ha TaHoK. Konu 3Haio-
MU oiTaM JleB, MOPIBHSBIUUCH 3 HUMUW, HaXWJIMUBCS M
nogaB Jgany bBpasunscbkomy dazaHoBi, [XxeiH
HECMIJIMBO CMpobyBana BUCJOBUTH TE, LIO TMOUYyBaJa.

— 4 nymana, Balna BEMUYHICTb, — TovyaJia BOHa W
30€HTEXEHO 3aMOBKJIa, HE 3HAIOUM, TOBOPUTU Aajli UM Hi.

— Kaxwu, nuruno! — moBmia Kob6pa. — Lo ™ ny-
Mana?

— Hy... u1o neBu 3 nraxamu, a TUrpu 3 MaJUMH TBa-
pUHaMM. ..

— [lo BoHM Mix coborw Boporu? — gormomoria ii
Ko6pa. — [llo JleB HeoaMmiHHO 3’iCTb nTaxa, SKILIO
TibKK 3mMoxe. Tak camo i Turp 3aiug... [1paBna x?

J>KeiH, 3amapiBliKCh, KUBHYJIA TOJOBOIO.

— [llo x, TBos mnpaBaa, ue OyBae. Ta TiIbKM He B
HeHb HapomxeHHs, — ckasana Kobpa. — CporomgHi
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CcJ1ab1i He OOATBCS AYXHUX, a AYXi 3aXMLIAIOTh CIA0IINX.
I HaBiTb 4... — BOHa 3aMOBKJIa, HIOM rIMOOKO 3aMUCTIUB-
IIKUCh, — HaBIiTh S TAKOTO JHs, 3ycTpiBmin Auky I'ycky,
W He moayMaio mpo o00in. Ta 3peuiroro, — Bejla BOHA
nani, i ii cTpaxiiMBUil, pO3ABOEHUI MaJe€HbKUIA S3UUOK
TO MOKAa3yBaBCs, TO XOBABCS, — MOXJIMBO, 110 ICTH i1 Oy-
TH 3’iIeHUM — U€ KiHelub KiHIEM Te caMme. Mos
MyIpiCTh KaXe MEHi, 110, MabyTh, e Tak. Mu Bci — 3
Ti€l caMol peyoBMHM, He 3a0yBai LBOro: i M, B JIXKyH-
IJIsX, 1 BU, B Micrax. Bci-Bci Mu — 3 ogHOro: iepeBo Haa
roJIOBOIO, KaMiHb YHM3Y, NTax, TBApUHA, 3ipKa — yCi MU
oaHe i mo omHoro iaemo. [lam’sTait e, koau BXe 3a-
Oyzei rmMpo MeHe, MOSI IUTUHO.

— Sk xe ue aepeBo Moxe Oytu kKameHeM? S — He
nraika, JxxeitH — He Turp, — ynepTo ckazaB Maiiki.

— Tu Tak ragaew? — npomoBuna Kobpa. — A mipu-
auBucs!

I BOHa KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOIO Ha BCiX THMX, 10 00’€IHa-
JIUCh y BEJIMKOMY TaHKy, He 3Bipi ¥ MTaxu caMe CXOIU-
JIMCh JIOKYIM, WUIBHO oToyyioun Mepi [lonmiHc, sika W
co0i cTMXa moxuTtyBanacs Tyou i cionu. Koso to mupo-
KO pO3JaBajiocsi, TO 3HOB CXOAMJIOCH JOKYMH, TOHIaO-
C1 B €IAHOMY pHWUTMi, HEMOB MAaSITHUK TOJAWHHMKA.
HasgiTb nepeBa TO J€reHbKO HarMHaaucCh, TO BUITPOCTY-
BAJIMCh, i CaM Micsillb yropi, 34aBajocsi, roiaaBcsi, Haye
Kopabesb Ha XBUJISIX.

— 3Bip i NTax, KaMiHb i 3ipka — BCi MU OJHE, yCi Ol-
He... — Tuxo npumosisiia Kobpa, onycTUBILM KaIMmIyK i
TEX MOTOMAYIOUUCH Y MPOMiXKY MiX AiTbMU. — IUTHHA
i 3Mis, 3ipka i KaMiHb — YCi MU OIHE...

Fonoc ii menani Tuxwas. | KpUKK TBapuH y BENHKO-
My TaHKY HeHaue JajieHiJiu, 3aBMupanu. xkeiH 3 Mai-
KJIOM, IOCHYyXalOYKMCh, HE3UYIIUCh, SIK CaMi JIEreHbKO 3a-
TrOMIalIMCh, YA TO, MOXE, XTOCh 1X 3aroiaas.

M’gke, nmpuTeMHEHe CBITJIO ymajio iM Ha OOJIMYYS.

123



— 000€ criaTh i 6ayaThb CHM, — MOLIENKM CKa3aB
Ham HUMU XTocb. Moxe, To rosopwia Koposiscbka Ko-
Opa, a MOXxe, MaMa, KOTpa, SIK i 11loBeyopa, 3aiuuia oo
KiMHATH [IiTEH MiATUKATH IM KOBIpU?

— To i nobpe, — 03BaBCsl XTOCh iHIIMK XpUMKYBa-
TUM OGacoM, — Moxe, bypuit Beamiap, a Moxe, MicTep
benkc?

JxcitH 3 MaiiknoM yce roinanucs, yce romgaaucs...
BOHM He MOriu ckasaTu, HE MOIJIM BraaaTw...

— MeHi Takuit YyyaHUR COH NMPUCHUBCS, — CKasaja
HxeilH 3a CHiDaHKOM, MOCMIIalO4M UYyKpPOM Kally. —
Hi6buto mu O6ynu B 3o0omapky, i B Mepi [lonniHc OyB
JIIeHb HAPOMKEHHS, i B KJIITKaX Oyau JIIOAM, a 3Bipi ryisi-
JIM Ha BOJI...

— O, ue X Miit COH, MEHi Take MpUCHUIOCA! — Mpo-
mMoBKUB MaiikJi, Ly>Xe 301MBOBAHUIA.

— Hc Morno Ham 060OM CHUTHCS Te came, — CKasajia
JxeiH. — Tu nobpe nam’staew? Toni cHuBcs JleB i3 3a-
BuTO10 rpuBo1o? | TioneHDb, 110 XOTiIB...

— o6 MM nipHanu 3a WKYpKaMu 3 anejibCuHa! AB-
xex cHupcst! [ ait B wmitkax, i [TiHrBiH, 1O He Mir
3HaiTH pumy, i Kobpa...

— Hy T0 Toxi ue 30BciM HC COH, — 3Hauylle CKa-
3asa JAxeinH. — Toai uc npasaa! | skwo ue 6y... —
BoHa 3auikaBieHo 3upkHyJaa Ha Mepi [lonmiHc, sixa
rpijia MOJIOKO.

— Mepi IMonmiHc, — cka3ana [XeiH, — Mir HaM 3
MaitknomM NMpUCHUTUCS ONHAKOBUIT COH?

— MoBuiTb yxe 3 cBOiMU cHamu! — nupxHyna Mepi
MonniHc. — IxTc oH kpawe kawy. Bo He GauuTh Bam
rpiHOK 3 Macjom!

Ane JIxciH He BramoByBajsacb. BoHna mycuna
NOBiIaTUCS.

— Mepi [lonniHc, — ckKa3ajia BOHa, HE 3BOASIUM 3
HSHbKW MOTAALY, — BU Oynu Liei Houi B 3oomapky?
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Mepi IlonniHc Bnunacsi B HEI O4YMMa.
— Y 3oonapky? Cepen Houi? S? HopManbHa, no6po-
NMopsiIHa JIOAMHA, siKa YyIOBO 3HAE, 1O

Paito Bcrasaii,

PaHo Jnsirait —

Bynew 3n0posB i wacaus,
Tax i 3naif!

— Hi, BM ckaxitb, uu BU Oynu, — Hanoasraaa JkeiH.

— Hy, ue Bxe KpacHeHbKO AsKyto. byne 3 MeHe MaB-
MoYoK i B LK KiMHari, — 3ropna Biamosiia Mepi Ilom-
niHc. — CsAnb piBHEHBKO i HE IUIEIM Ka3Ha-4yoro!

IXeltH Hanvaa B Kallly MOJIOKA.

— Tomi ue HaM NMPUCHUIIOCS, — MIPOMOBMJIA BOHA. —
MaGyTh-TakH, NPUCHMIIOCS.

Ane Maiiki, po33sBMBIUM poTa, OUBUBCS Ha Mepi
[TonmniHc, 110 caMe MniacMaxyBajla rpiHKHU.

— JI>ke¥H, — JIyHKO 3allleroTiB BiH, — NMOMIsIHb, JKeiH!

Bin moka3zaB oumMma, i J>KeMH Takox Imobaumna Te,
Ha 10 BiH 3aIMBUBCH.

Cran Mepi [TomnmiHc 6yB mepexomneHuit MacoukoM
i3 30/0TaBOi, B JYCOUKY 3MiiHOI WIKipH, Ha SKil
MPUMXJIMBUMM, 3BUBUCTUMMU JliTepaMu OyJI0 HANMCAHO:

Dapynox big 3oonapry.

3AXiAHWUN BITEP

ByB nepiuunit necHb BecHM. xeitH 3 Maiikiiom Binpa-
3y Le 3po3yminu, 60 nouynu, siKk mictep beHkc crniBae y
BaHHii, a Take Tparisiiocs 3a WiAUM piK TibKY LbOro
OIHOTO OHSI.

Toit paHok aitTu 3amam’sitanu HasaBxau. Hacamme-
pea TOMy, 110 IM yrieplie XO3BOJWINA CHIZATU BHU3Y — 3
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JOPOCIMMHU, a 1Ie TOMY, IO LBOTO PaHKy MicTep beHkc
Jech 3aryOuB CBili yopHMI mopTdesb. OTOX OEHb MO-
YyaBcsl aX OBOMa HE3BUYHUMU MOMISIMH.

— JHe wmiit noprdens? — 3akpuuaB Mictep beHkc,
KPYTAUUCH 10 MEPEANOKOI, AK TOM cobaka, Ul0 JIOBUTh
CBOTO XBOCTa. A CJIiIOM 32 HUM i KOXHE MOYajo KpyTH-
tick — EniH, i Micic bpinn, i mitu. Hasite PobepTcoH
Eit HaTyXuBcs i ABiUi 0OKpYTUBCS KpyroM cebe. KiHeub
KiHLeM Mictep BeHkC caM-Taku i 3HAMLWIOB NOpPTQEs B
cebe B KaOiHeTi i, MiAHSIBIUM BMCOKO Hajd roJiOBOO, KH-
HYBCsl B TTE€pEATNOKiN.

— Ochb 10, — MOYyaB BiH TaK TOJIOCHO, HEMOB Ka3aB
npornoBias. — Miit moprdenp 3aBXKau BUCUThH Ha OMTHOMY
MicLli — OTYT Ha Biwaaui. XTO 3aHic Horo 1o xabiHeTy?

— Tu cam, n1o6wuit, 3aHic BYopa yeeuepi. Konu Opas 3
nopTtdens mogaTKoBy KBUTAHILIO, — cka3aja Micic beHkc.

Mictep BeHKc IMIsIHYB Ha Hei Tak 00paXeHo, 1110 BO-
Ha TYT-TakKu MOXaJKyBajla — YOMY He 3Haiua B cobi
XO4Y TPOXM TakKTy ¥ He cKasaja, IO TO BOHa 3aHecsa
noprdenb g0 KabiHeTy.

— VYMmr... Yyymry! — ry4yHo mporyB y Hic Mictep
beHkc, y3s9B 3 BillaJKM NagbTO i PYWIMB 3 HUM O
HaIBipHUX ABEpEH.

— Ere, — cka3aB BiH TPOXM Beceille, — Halli TIOJIb-
NMaHU IyMalTh LBICTH.

BiH BUILIIOB y CaloOK i MOTSTHYB HOCOM MOBITpS.

— I'm, 3maeTbcs, BiTEp 3aXiIHUMA.

BiH nomuBuBCS Ha OyoMHOK AnMipaia byma 3 ¢mo-
T€pOM-TEJIECKOIIOM Ha Jaxy.

— Tak s ¥ 3HaB, — MPOMOBUB BiH. — BiTep 3axigHuii.
SIcHo i Temo. Y MajbTO HE BAATAIOCH.

| 3 uumu cnoBamu Mictep beHkKC yxonuB nmoprdens
W xamnenoxa i yumayx nocniwus go Ciri.

— Tu yyna, mo BiH cka3aB? — yxonuB MaikJi 3a py-
Ky JXenH.
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BoHa KuBHyNa rojoBolo.

— Bitep nmoBepHyBcA i3 3axoay, — MOBUIBHO MOBHMJIA
BOHa.

Hixto 3 HuX Oinblue HiYOTO He cKa3aB. Ayie 0OOM
CMajio Ha OyMKY Te, TMpo 1o © iM AyXe HE XOTUIOCh ro-
BOPHTH.

BoHwu, 1wonpapna, IBKMAKO MPO HBOro 3a0ynu, 00 X
yce HiOUTO HIILTO SIK 3BHYaiiHO, a BECHSIHE COHLIE TaK Be-
ceJio OCBiT/IIOBaIO ByouHOK, — HiKOMY M HeE 3raganocs,
1o BiH OOJyNaHWii i B HbOMY Tpeba MiHATH IUMAJICPH.
HaBnaku, BCiM fOro MeELIKaHUSM 30aBaJIoCs, ILHO 1€
Halikpaluui 6ynuHOK Ha BCIO BuinHeBy Bymmuky.

AJte BXe IicJIs1 ApYroro CHigaHKy royanacs Gima.

JxenH mobirna Ha rpsagku no PoGeprcona Eg —
TPOXM mornoprnaTtucs B 3eMsi. BoHa came mocistna psimo-
YOK pEeAMCKH, KOMU modyna B JAutadiil axuiicb HE3BU-
yalfHMM ramip, a Jajxi — IUBMOKI KPOKM CXOmaMu. A
BiOpa3y X MiC/sSg LbOro Iepen HeEw 3’saBUBCS Maiiki,
yYBECh YOPHHUIA i 3acamaHuid.

— JIxenH, JxedH, nuBucs! — rykHyB BiH i TIpOCTAT
IO HEl pyKy.

Ha ponoHi B Hbhoro nexas komnac Mepi I[lonmiHc,
CTpijKa SIKOro ax cTpubana — Tak TpeMTuUiM B Maiikia
PYKH.

— Kommac — y Te6e? — npomoBuna keidH i 3anur-
JIUBO TIONMBUIIACS HA HBOTO.

Maiiky1 panToM 3aiflOBCS IIJIayeM.

— BoHa Bigmana ¥oro MeHi, — xiumnaB BiH. — Cka3a-
Jla, 110 BimTenep BiH Oyme Milf, 0X, OX, 1I¢ BXeE LLIOCh HE
tak! 1o Tenep Oyne? BoHa mie HikoiM HiYOro MeHi He
JapyBaja.

— Moxe, i MNpocTo cXOTutocs 3poOUTH TOOI
TPUEMHICTB, — cKa3asa JXelH, o6 3acrnoxkoitu Maii-
KJIa, ajie Ha cepui B Hei Oys0 TaKk caMO TPMBOXHO, fIK i
B Hboro. BoHa nyxe noOpe 3Hama, wio Mepi I[NommiHc
HIKOJIM HE MapHyBajla 4acy Ha BCLISAKi LEPEMOHIl.
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— A npote — nuBo nuBHe! — Mepi [lonminc He npo-
MOBWJIa 3a Ui TOH NeHb aHi OJHiCiHBKOTO CEPIAUTOrO
cioBa. [llonpaBna, BOHa TOro mHs B3araji Maiixe He 03-
BaJiacsl Hi IO Koro i cioBoM. BoHa 3paBanach rmboko
3aMHUCJIEHOIO, i KOJH 1i Mpo ILMOCh MUTAIX, BiATIOBigaia
SIKUMOCDH JAJIEKHM, YYXXMM TOJIOCOM.

— KiHeusp KiHUeM Maiki He BUTPUMaB.

— Ox, Mepi [NomnmiHc, HarpuManiTe Ha MEHE,
posrHiBaiiTech! Bu cboromHi 30BciM He Taka! MeHi Tak
CTpaluHo!

_ 1 copasni, Ha xywi B HbOTO HEHa4e JIEXaB KaMiHb.
Womy 3maBaiocs, o Ha bymmHok Homep CiMHamudTh
YUTra€ SIKEChb JIMXO.

— ¥ crpaxa BequKi o4i, — o3Banacst Mepi [lormiHc
CEpIONTO, 3BUYAIHUM CBOIM TOJIOCOM.

I MaiixnoBi onpasy Tpoxu monerwano.

— Moxe, 1i1e MeHi TiIbKU 30a€TbCS, — CKa3aB BiH IO
IxeitH. — Moxe, Bce rapasi, a e IMpoCTO MOi BUTaJKu?
[MpaBna, IxenH?

— ABXeX, — moBoJii BUMoBwiaa XeiiH, a cama Bce
OyMaJia OflHE, i ceplie ii 3aBMMpaJIo B IPyIdsX.

Hanpeuip BiTep craB gyxyui i 3abypxaB HaBKojo by-
IWHKY. BiH CBHCTIB i 3aBOIMB y IUMapsIX, IMyXaB y LITHA-
HHU IO BiKHAMM, 3aropTaloyy piXKW KWiuMa B JuTayiii.

Mepi ITonniHc nmanma miTsaM BeuyepsaTH, npudpana 3i
CTOJNY, CKIAAalouM TNOCyd Ha KYNKYy HEKBaIUIMBO H
piBHeHbKO. [loTiM HaBena jsan y Outayiii i mocraBuia
AigirpiTM yanHMK. .

— Orak, — cKasajla BOHAa, ODJISIHYBIUM KiMHATy. 4u
BCIOZIM BCe SIK CJiA. SIKych XBWJIMHY BOHa MoBYaia. Tomi
JIereHbKO TIOKJIaNa OOHY PYKY Ha rojoBy MaikioBi, a
Ipyry — Ha ruieye JKenH.

— A 3apa3, — MOBWJIa BOHa, — f MiLy BinHecy 4yepe-
BUKH BHU3 PobeprcoHosi Eo, xait moynctuts. [ToBons-
Tecs, Oynob Jlacka, TYyT 6e3 MeHe mobpe.
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_ Bona Bwiiuina, TMXO NPMYMHUBLIM 32 COGOIO IBEPI.
I Bpa3 060X TaK i NOTATNI0 KMHYTUCH 3a HEIO, ajle 1OCh
ix HIOM He nyckajo. | BOHM TaK i CHMAUIM HEMOPYILIHO,
MOCMUPABIUUCh PYKAaMM Ha CTUI i YeKalouu, NMOKHA BOHA
noBepHeThCst. KoxXXHE 3 HUX MOBYKM, HE O3UBAIOYUCH,
CHJIKYBAJIOCS BTILLIMTH iHIIIOTrO.

Ox, gKi X MW OypHi, — panToM cka3ana [xeiiH. —
Yce x rapasn!

Aje BOHa # cama 3Hajla, WIO CKa3ajga Tak, abu
BTIlLMTH Maiikyia, a He TOMY, LIO Bipuia B L.

Ha kaMiHi rosocHo LOKaB rOOMHHUK. Boro"s y
KaMiHi MaJIaXxKoTiB i MOTPiCKyBaB, IMOKU TOMaJy 3rac, a
BOHM BC€ CMALIN OiIA CTONy ¥ YyexKau.

Hapewti Maiikyl 3aHEMMOKOEHO CKa3aB:

— Ii Tax nosro HeMmae, npasna?

HeMoB y Bigmosiab, Hax BynMHKOM rojocHO 3aBUB i
3aCBMUCTIB BiTep. [OAMHHMK yCce TaK CaMO BPOYHCTO BH-
rpaBaB CBOIO ITICHIO 3 IBOX HOT: LIOK-LIOK.

3HeHaubKa THUILY pO30OMB pi3KUIl 3BYK: TO TyYHO
XpSICHYJIM HaIBipHi OBEpi.

— Maiikne! — cKpukHy/na, 3ipBaBIUWCh Ha HOTIH,
JIxeliH.

— JIxelH! — TPUBOXHO CKpUKHYB Maiikn i 36min.
Bouu npucnyxanuch. Tomi 000€ pa3oM KHHYIUCS [0
BiKHA W BU3HMPHYIM HAABIp.

YHu3y, nepen HaaBipHUMU OBEpMU cTosia Mepi
[TonmiHC y MaJbTi ¥ KanenoliKy, 3 KAJIUM STHOIO CyM-
KOIO B OJHii pYLli i 3 mapaconbkolo B Apyriit. Bitep Oyp-
XaB HAaBKOJIO H€i, lIapnaB Ha HiA omexy, 36uBaB HabiK
Kkanemowok. Ane IxeiH 1 MailkioBi 3maBajoch, 1O
BOHA TOro M He nomiyajga, 60 BCMixajlaChb TaK, MOB BO-
HH 3 BiTPOM MpO 11OCH 3MOBUJIUCS.

SIKycb MUTH BOHA NOCTOSIJIa Ha CXiOLSIX, O3UPHY-
Jlach Ha nBepi BynuHKy. A Tomi panToM po3KpHna napa-
COJIbKY, X04a HaaBopi He OyJyio mouly, i migHsna ii Hax
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royioBolo. | BiTep 110Ch pamiCHO BUIYKHYB, LIYTHYB ITil
1apacoibKy M MOTAT JOropd, HEMOB HaMaraloyuch BUp-
BaTu 1i 3 pyK y Mepi IlonmiHc. Ane BoHa Tpumajia ma-
paconbkKy MiuHo. | TyT HecmomiBaHO BHSIBUJIOCH, IO
BIiTpOBi caMe Liboro i Oyysio TpebGa, — 60 Bpa3 BiH pBYyU-
KO TMiAKWHYB NnapacoJibky Buuie i nigHaB Mepi [onmniHe
y TIoBiTps. BiH migHOCUB ii 3BiJIbHA, TaK LIO CIEpLIy BO-
Ha TepeJKaMHM YepeBUKIB TOPKHYJIAch BOPIT, a TOMAi ITO-
MYaB BHUILE, NMOHAJ BepllieyKaMHu BHUlLIEeHb y Byauuui.

— Bona nonerina, [>xeiH, BoHa noaeTtiial — nmiavy-
Yyyd BUTYKHYB MaikiI.

— [Msugme! — rykuyna [IxeiH. — Bi3bMiMo crogu
Bausnsat! Hexait moauBIsSTbCcS Ha Hei e pas!

AHi BOoHa, Hi Maiixn Oinblle He CYMHIBaJIMCS, LIO
Mepi TlonniHc mokMHYy/Ja iX Ha3aBXIu, 00 3MiHUBCA
Birep. KoxHe 3 HuX yxomwio no BausHaATi i migHecno
JIO BiKHa.

Mepi [NonmniHc migHsAIacsa BXe BUCOKO, MOHAI Jepe-
BaMU ¥ JaxaMu OYIMHKIB, MIilIHO TpUMAIOYU B OMHii
pyui NMapacojibKy, a B APYTid KMJIMM STHY CYMKY.

bausHsATa CTHXA 3aruiakaii.

IxeiH i Maliki, KOXHE BiJIbHOIO PYKOIO, pa3oM
y3STMCA 3a BiKHO, BIIYMHHWIM MOTrO i BOCTAHHE CIpoOy-
Bay BepHyTH Mepi [TonmiHc.

— Mepi Ilonmninc! — 3arykanu BoHU. — Mepi [lom-
niHc! BepHitbes!

AJile BOHa Y4 TO HE MOYy/aa, Y4 TO TMPOCTO HE 3BEp-
HyJIa Ha TOM KpuK yBaru. bo nerina Bce mani il maii, BU-
COKO T XMapH, ax TNMOKM HapellTi 3HUKJA JeCh 3a ro-
polo, i AiTH GauywId Ternep TUIbKU OepeBa, 110 HaruHa-
JIMCS M CKPUTIJIM TiJ PBYYKHUM 3aXiIHUM BIiTPOM.

— Hy, gk BoHa cka3saja, Tak i 3poowna. [loGyna B
Hac, TMOKM He 3MiHMBCSI BiTep, — rnpoMoBuia [IXeiH,
3iTXHY/a 1 BiIBEpHYJIACh OJ BiKHa.

[ToTiM BimHecsa i nmoxnajna XoHa B JIiKEUYKo.
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Maiikn He xa3aB HIiYOro, TUIBKM CEpPAUTO ILLIMOPraB
HOCOM, BKJIaJaioyu B Jixeyko bapbapy ¥l miarukyoumn
iif KoBOpY.

— LlikaBa s 3HaTH, YM MM L€ KOJHU ii mobaummo? —
cka3ana [IxeiH.

3HEeHalbKa Ha CXOlax MOYYJHUCS KPOKHU.

— Hitu, mitu! — rykHyna wmicic beHkc, BimyMHsSIIOUM
nBepi. — Jlith, s ctpax cepaura! Mepi [MonmiHc minwta
BiI Hac...

— Ere x, — ckazanu [Ixein i Maiiki.

— To BM BXe 3HaeTe? — HOyXe 3MUBYBaJlaCh MicCicC
benkc. — BoHa BaMm cka3sana, 110 KMaa€ Hac?

JitM moxurany ronoBamMu, M Micic beHkc rmoBena
nani:

— le obypauBo! KuHyna Bce # miwma! HaBire He
NMosiCHUJNA, 3 KOl nmpuyuHM. IIpocto 3asBuna: «dA #ny
BiIl Bac» — i minwia. bayuB XTO 1IOCKH Ge3gyMHille, O6e3-
rny3miwe, HeBpiunmuBime?.. Illo cranocs, Maiikne? —
CepIauTO Inepeduna BoHa caMa cebe. bo Majikia yyenus-
cs 1# 3a CYKHIO i cMMKaB oboMa pykaMu. — Yoro tH, nu-
TUHO?

— A BOHA cKa3ajla, Y4 ITOBEpHEThCA? — 3aKpHYaB
BiH, MaJIO He 30MBLWIK MaTip 3 Hir. — Hy, cka3ana?

— Twu noBommuics, K IUKYH, Maiikia, — mpoMoBuiIa
BOHA, BimipBaBIUMCh Bim HbOro. — A He mam’graio, IO
BOHA KasaJja 1ue, KpiM Toro, mo ine Bix Hac. Ta, 3BU-
YaitHO, S HE NMPUHAMY ii, SAKIIO BOHA 3aX04Y€ BEPHYTUCH.
[TokuHyTH MEHE OTaK Hanpu3BOJslle, Oe3MnopagHy,
HaBiTh HE NMOMEPEenMBILH 3a30aNeriab!

— Ox, Mamo! — 3 1oKOpoM cka3zana JIxeifH.

— Bu nyxe HemoOpa xiHka! — mimxomuB Maijiki,
CTUCKAIOUM KYJNaKM, HiOM JafeH TYT-TaKd i1 HAOUTH.

— Hiru! Meni copoM 3a Bac, CJIOBO yecTi, copom!
BaM x04eTbCs BEpHYTH CIOAM TY, IO TaK HErapHoO IOBe-
Jacs 3 Bawowo Martip’io. A npocro BpaxkeHa!

134



JIkeitH 3aiiniacs riayeM.

— 51 Hikoro B CBiTi iHIIOro He Xouy, TUTbKH Mepi
IlonmiHc! — 3arosocuB MaMki i KUHYBCS Ha IiUIOTY.

— Hy x 60, mitku, Hy X 60, I IMpOCTO HE BMi3HAIO
Bac! [loBoxerecs: rapHo, Gmaraio! CbOrogHi Bac HeMa
KoMy morfissHyTd. S iimy B rocri, a B EJiH BUXiOHUIA
AeHb. JloBeneThCs MpUciaTh N0 Bac Micic bpiur.

I BoHa HeyBaxkHO mouTyBaja iX i BuiLIa, CTypOO-
BaHO HaMOPILMBUIN YOJIO.

— Oro-ro, oue Tak! Yrektu cobi, KMHYBUIH Oimo-
JJaITHUX JiTOK Ha omyait 6oxwuit! — ckasaya micic bpinn
TPOXH 3roaoM, yBipBaBUIWCh OO0 JUTAYOI i1 3aXOIXKYIO-
YHUCh KOJIO AiTei. — Y Hel He ceple, a KaMiHb Y IpyAsX,
I€ TaK IIEBHO, SIK T¢, 10 MeHe 3BaTH Kutapa bBpinn. Yce
co0bi 3ropma-cnuinHa! A cama He 3aJUIlIuIa HaBiThb Xy-
CTOYKM 3 MEPEXKMBOM Ha 3ragKy 4 TaM IHMWIbKUA B
kocu! ITinBeniTbesa-HO, MicTepe Maiikite, s BaC po3nsr-
Hy, — BeJa gaii micic bpimn, Taxko muxarouu. — | gk
MM ii CTiUIBKM Tepminn? Yci ii xuMepH i BUTIBKHU i Ka3-
Ha-1o! OBBa. CKiTBKM Yy Bac Irya3ukiB, Mic JxeiH! Ta
cTiiiTe X 00 TUXEHbKO, MicTepe Maiikie, Hexait g Bac
posnarHy! Ta i 3 ce6e Gynma Taka co6i. Hi Ha wo i -
Hytu! Iit-60, gk moOpe 3BaXXHUTH, TO, MOXE, BOHO M
Kpalle, 1o MHU il no36ynucsa. Hy nauui, mic JIxeiH, ne
Ballla HiyHa copoyka?.. CTpuBaiiTe, a 1O 1€ Y Bac I
MOYILKOI0?

Micic Bpuutl BUTATNIa HEBEIMYKHN rapHEHbKHM Ia-
KYHOYOK.

— o ue? [Haire cromu, Ta paiite X! — ckaszana
IXKeiH, BCA aX TPEMTSYM 3 HETEPIUISIYKM, i LIBUAKO
BUXONWIA MMAaKyHOYOK 3 pyK y Micic bpim.

Maiiki migiiinoB, CTaB IMOpyd i MoyaB OIMBUTUCH, K
BOHA PO3B’SI3Y€ IMHYPOYOK i pO3AMpaE XXOBTAaBUIA TaIlip.
Micic bpiui, He mOAMBUBIIMCE A0 KiHLS, IO X TaM Ta-
Ke, nmoganach 0o bausHsar.
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OcTaHHI KJIanTHMK nanepy BIIaB Ha NiAJIOry, i Te,
1[0 OYJIO B NMaKyHOYKY, ONIMHUIIOCS B pyui y XeitH.

— [i moprper! — npomenoTina miBYUMHKA, MUILHO
BAMB/ISIOUNCH Y HBOTO.

I Tak BoHO 1 Oyno!

Y HeBennukii IUieTeHii pamui O0yB moptper Mepi
[TomnmiHc, a Mg HUM CTOSIB HAITUC:

Mepi Ionniuc. I[loptper poboru xyaoxHuka bepra.

— lle manmioBaB TOH, IO NMPONAE CipHUKH, XyHOX-
HMK, — CKa3aB Maiikn i B3B MOPTPET Yy PYKHU, HIOM s
TOTO, 100 Kpaule PO3AUBUTHUCH.

A JIXxeitH panToM IOMIiTWIA, 1O A0 NoOpTpeTa OyB
NpUKpirieHui narmipeub. BoHa o0GepexXXHO po3ropHyna
noro. Tam crosuto:

Jlioba [I[xerH!

MaiikioBi 6yne komnac, a MOpTpeT HeEXaw JIH-
waetecq 1061, Au revoir. M.T1.

HXeiH TpouyuTalia 3alMCKy Brojioc. Aje IOBOX OC-
TaHHIX CJIIB BOHA He 3yMiJla ITIPOYUTATH.

— Micic bpinn! — ryknyna miBumHka. — Lo ue Ta-
Ke — au revoir?

— OpwuBap, roaydooHbpKO? — mponuilana Micic bpimn
i3 cycinHbOi KiMHatu. — lle o3Hauae... CtpuBait, pai
noaymatu. Sl He ayxe TSIMJIO B LUX YY>KUX MoOBax... ILle
o3Havae «['ocnomm Onarociosu». Hi, Hi, He Te, Mic
Hxe¥iH, ronyooHbKo! 3maeThCs, e 03Hayae «Jlo rmoba-
YEHHSI». )

JxeitH 3 MaiikyiioM nepe3upHyaucsd. IxHi csioui oui
NPOMOBJIsIN: «Mu 3p03yMinu, 3po3yminn'»

IM He Tpeba Oysio MOsICHIOBATH, IO XOTiJIa CKa3aTu
Mepi [lomnmiHc.

Maiiks rimboKO 3iTXHYB 3 IOJIETLUCHHSIM.

— Hy, Toni Bce mobpe, — cKa3aB BiH TPEMTSYUM IO-
nocom. — BoHa 3aBxau pobuTh, K Kaxe.

[ Bin BimBEpHYBCH.
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— Maiiksne, ™ mnavei? — cka3ana JIxeiiH.

BiH KpyTHYB rojioBoIO i CripoOyBaB YCMIXHYTHCh.

— Hi, ue He ... — BigmosiB BiH. — Lle yorocek oui...

BoHa jiereHpKO MimIITOBXHYJIAa HOro J0 JiXkKa i, KO-
JIA BiH 3aJli3 y TIOCTiIb, BKJIajJla WOMYy B PYKY MOPTPET
Mepi IlomnmiHc — BKJIaja IBUAEHBKO, 1100 HE BCTUTHY-
TH TIOXAaJIKyBaTH.

— Hexait BiH mo 3aBTpa moOyae B TeOe, Miii xopo-
i, — mpowrenoTina JIxeiH i mimiTkHyna HoMy KOB-
Ipy — TaK, SIK He 3aBXnu poouna Mepi Ionminc.



YacTtuHa apyra

MEPI ITOIIIHC ITOBEPTAETHCH

3MIiN

byB paHOK, Ta TakMii, KOJM BCE CsIE i BUOJIMCKYE,
Haue CBIT 3a Hi4 H00pe BUMMJIU i HATEPIIHU.

BuwiHeBa Bynnuka yropi 6iuckana o COHUsS WIKO-
KaMU BiKOH — y OyAMHKax came BiIYMHSJIM BiKOHHMIIi.
A BHM3Y ii 3aJIUTY COHLIEM IOBEPXHIO TEMHUMM CMY>KKa-
MU TEpEenUCyBaid TOHKi TiHiI BUIUEHb.

AJle W€ Hige HilIO He TOMOHIJNIO, A3BEHIB TUIBKH
I3BiIHOK MOpO3MBHMKA, L0 BO3WB BYJIMLSIMU CBOTO Bi3Ka.

«He mMuHait MeHe! Kynu!» — 3akjimkaB nyiakar Ha me-
peaKy.

Ocpb i3-3a pory BuiiiioB CaxoTpyc i HigHSIB CBOIO
YOpHY Bill caxi pyKy.

MOpPO3MBHUK NMOA3EHBKOTIB A0 HHOTO.

— Ha nenni, — nonpocus Caxotpyc.

I, cnepiyicy Ha cBOi MiTenkH, cTaB KiHYMKOM SI3MKa
JIM3aTi MOpPO3MBO. Bunu3aBiiu Bce, BiH 00EpEeXHO 3arop-
HYB KPMXKE BiIEpEYKO B XyCTMHY i1 CXOBaB y KHILIEHIO.

— Bu He icTe Binepeyok? — BpaXeHO cnuTaB Mopo-
3UBHHUK.

— Hi, s 30upaio konekiito! — BignosiB CaxoTpyc,
MIOHSB CBO1 MITJIU i nmopaBcs oo OynMHKy AnMipana by-
Ma — yepe3 nmapamHuil Bxia, 60 XX YOpHOro B AnMipaino-
BOMYy OYIMHKY He OyJ1o.

MoOpO31BHMK, BUI3BOHIOIOUM, 3HOB IOBi3 CBOTO Bi3Ka
Bynmukoio, i Ha HbOMY 3aMUITUTH CMYXXKH TiHEH i CBiT/Ia.
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— 3pony we TyT He 6yj0 Tak THUXO! — MPOMUMPHB
Mopo3UBHUK, 3UpKalOY¥ Ha BCi 6GOKM — YU Hile 4acoMm
HE BUIOHO IMOKYTILIiB.

Tiel x Taku mMuti 3 bynunky Homep CiMHagusaTs no-
YyBCSl KpHK.

MoOpoO3UBHHUK MepIUiii MOBi3 TyAu Bi3Ka, CIIOMdiBalO-
4YMCbh Ha 3apo0iTOK.

— Hecuna mos! Ilpocro Hecuna Oimblue! — xpuuas
Mmicrep benkc, cepauto 6iralouM Bil HAABIpHUX OBepeit
IO CXOHmiB i Ha3am.

— Illo cranocga? — 3asKaHO crnuTajla Micic beHkc,
BuGirarouu 3 iganabHi. — 1o e ™ TaM raHsem Horamu
110 BCbOMY IEPEAITOKO1?

Micrep beHkc nobpe 3arwjiiB HOrolo, i IOCh YOPHE
MIIUIETUIO Bropy ax 10 CEpeauHM CXOMIiB.

— Miii kanentox! — MpouiAUB BiH Kpi3b 3y6u. — Miit
HOBICiHBKHUI Kanemiox!

BiH xMHyBCs Ha CXOOM i 3HOB MIOTMJIMB Karlejioxa
Horowo. Kameniox, MOB A3ura, 3aKpyTHBCS Ha IUIMTax
MiIOrM i BraB Iig HOru Micic BeHkc.

— lo? Lo 3 HUM Tpamuiock? — cTypOOBAaHO CITH-
Tana Micic beHkc. HuukoM BoHa nmotepnasna, 44 HE Tpa-
mujocs yoro 3 Micrepom beHkcom?

— [loauBucs, To it mob6ayuiu! — peBHYB BiH Ha Hei.

Micic beHkc, TpemMTAYM, HaXUaWIacs i MigHsSIA Ka-
menoxa 3 nimnory. BiH yBech O6YB y BEJIMKUX, TUCHIOUMX,
MACHHUX ISIMaXxX i SKOCbh YyOHO TTaXHYB.

BoHa 11e nmoHioxana Horo KpucH.

— Tak, Haue ryrajiH, — cka3saja BOHA.

— e cnmpaBai ryramH! — mnigkpecnusB MicTep
benkc.— Po6eprcon Eit HaBakcyBaB MOro Karejioxa ry-
TaJIiHOM — IMOYMCTUB HMOTO IUMITKOIO ISl B3YTTS.

Y Micic beHKc Bix Xaxy OMyCTHUIMCS KiHUMKHU BYCT.

— Hesigomo, 1o ckoinocst 3 uuM bynuHkom! — BiB
cBoel mictep benkc. — Hiyoro He 3po6aTh Tak, K Ciinx!
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Bikamu! Boxa mist romiHHS — MOB OKpin, KaBa — sK Jrin!
A oue 106i e i Take!

BiH cMUKHYB Kanemoxa 3 pyK y Micic beHkc i Bxo-
1B noptdes. _

— §1 imy! — ryxHyB BiH. — | He 3Ha10, Y1 NMOBEpPHYCH
KoJin. MOXJIMBO, MOogaMcsi B MOPChbKi MaHOpH.

3 MMM CJIOBAaMH BiH HAaCYHYB KalemioX Ha rOJIOBY,
XpSAACHYB ABepHMMa i BUOIr y XBipTKy TaK ILUBHIKO, IO
30uB 3 Hir MOpO3MBHHUKA, SKHUI 3 1[iKaBICTIO CIyXaB I[IO
PO3MOBY.

— Cami X BM # BHUHHIi! — cepOuUTO CKa3aB Micrep
Benkc. — Yoro Bam TyT CTOBOHMYUTH?

I BiH mBHMOKo nonpocryBaB no Ciri, a 1oro HaBak-
COBaHMIf Karesnox BUOJMCKYBaB Ha COHIIi, MOB KOLUTOB-
HUA KaMiHb.

Mopo3uBHUK 00€pexXHO IiABIiBCA i, MEPECBITYMB-
INMCh, IO BCi KICTKM IJri, CiB Ha Kpail TpoTyapy, 3’iB
BEJIMKY NOPILIil0 MOpO3WBa i aX ToHi NiabGaabOpHBCH.

— Oit nmuiueHsKo! — BUMOBWIIA Micic BeHkc, nmoyys-
1M, SIK XpsiCHyNa xBipTKa. — Lle Taku npaBma! Yce B Hac
Tenep He Tak, gK ciia. To Te, To iHwe. Binkonun Mepi
[lommiHc miuwia cobi, HaBiTh HE MOINEpPEOUBLUN, YCE B
Hac Herapasp.

Micic BeHkc cina Ha HIKHIN cXiellb, BUTSIINIa XyC-
THHKY W 3arUiakana.

I, mnayyyn, BoHa 3rajgana Bce, 1[0 CTANOCS, BIOKOIU
Mepi ITonmiHc Tak HecnoAiBaHO i 3araiKoBO 3HMKIIA.

— Tyr T06i Oyna, i Tyr To6i mie3nma! [Ipocto xou
Iiay! — xuunana Micic beHkc.

HesnoB3i micig Mepi IlonniHc 3’sBunacs HSIHbKa
I'piH i moxuHyna cyx0y, He JOOYBILIM HaBIiTh TIXKHS, 60
Maiitkn nmmonyB Ha Hei. IloTtiM npwuitia HaIHbpka Bpa-
VH, SIKa OJHOrO pa3y BHWIfllIJIa Ha MPOTYJISHKY i 3HUKIIA
Ha3aBXIHW. YXe ax HJaJieko 3roAOM BUSIBWIOCS, IO pa-
30M 3 HEI0 3HMKJM i BCi CPiOHi JTOXKM.

143






Ilicna naupku bpayH 3’saBunacsa mic KBirmi, ryBep-
HAHTKA, Ky OOBEJNIOCSA 3BUIBHUTH, 00 BOHA LIOPAHKY,
Meped CHiDaHHAM MO TPW TOAWHU rpajia raMu, a MicTep
beHKC He ayxe KoxaBcsl B MY3MLIi.

— A jani, — xjMnajga B XyCTHUHKY Micic Benkc, —
JIxxeitH 3axBopina Ha Kip, i Oyl y BaHHii JIOIMHYB, i
BMILIHI MOpPO3 MOOMB, i ...

— IMaHi, 1...

Micic benkc migBena rojoBy i mobauwia nepen co-
6010 Micic bpimi, KyxoBapky.

— VY KyxHi caxa 3aifHsulacs B KOMMHIi! — OypKHyJna
Mmicic bpisr.

— O T'ocniogu! Yu Oyme upomy Kpail? — CKpMKHYyJa
Mmicic benkc. — Ckaxitpe PoGeprcoHoBi Eio, 106 mora-
cuB. e BiH?

— CnuTh y KOMipYHMHi, MaHi. A BXe KOJM Liei na-
pyOifKO CIMTb, MOTO HillO B CBiTIi HE po30yaUTb, Xiba
semiieTpyc abo monk OapaGaHMKiB, — Ka3ajia Micic
bpiju1, cryckalouyuch CIigoM 3a Xa3sikol BHU3 Ha KyX-
HIO.

3 ropeMm Ta 3 6igol0 BOHM yIBOX ITOTaCHJIM Caxy, ajie
7 1€ e OyB He KiHelUb 3IUrogHsaM Micic beHkc.

He BcTMrnia BOHa mocHimaTtv, SIK yropi Ha cxomax
ILIOCh TYYHO TPiCHYJIO, 3aTOPOXTiIO M TYIHYJIO JAOAOIMY.

— A 1e mo take? — migxomunacs Micic beHkc i ku-
HyJIaCh Haropy.

— Oit, Hora, Hora! — neMeHTyBajia NoKoiBKa EiH.

BoHa cuaina Ha cxonax, cepel YepernkKiB MOPLEIsIHO-
BOTO IMOCYAY, i TOJIOCHO CTOTHAaJA.

— Illo 3 Bauio0 HOrow? — HEJIACKaBO CIUTAJIA MicCicC
beHkc.

— [lomamana! — moHypo ckasana EjiH, 3miriM Ha
MOpYyY4si CXOMiB.

— HQypuuui, Enin! Bu po3ramm cobi cyxoxwing B
KicTouli, Ta ¥ romi!
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Ane EJiH TiTBKH 3HOBY 3aCTOTHaja.

— Ox, monamaina Hory! Illo x MeHi Teriep poouTn? —
3aroJiocujia BOHa.

Tiei x murti B Jurayiit mocuau 3aBepewmanu bians-
HATa. BOoHM NMoOWINCS 32 CHHIO LEIYIOIIHY Kayeuky. 3a
iXHIM TTPOHM3TMBUM BEPECKOM He TaK YyTH OyJo CBap-
Ky JXxeitH i Majikia: BOHM MaJlloBaJid Ha CTiHi MaJlOH-
KH 1 HifIK HE MODJIY OiMTH 3rogM, SIKWI XBIiCT Tacye 3e-
JIEeHi! KOHSYLi — YepBOHHUI YU (PioNeTOBUIA.

A Hag yciM TUM raMopoM i BepeckoM, HeMOB Oapa-
6aH OGyxkaB, pa3 y pa3 6acysana EniH:

— Ox, nonmamaina Hory! Illo X meHi Tenep poouTn?

— Hy, — cka3ana micic beHKc, pByyko 00epHYBIINCH
no JuTsa4oi, — 1e BXe OCTaHHS KparuThHa.

Bona moBena EjniH mo nmikka i npuxkiana i Ha
KiCTOYKY XOJOOHMHA KoMmripec. Tomi KUHynacsi Haropy B
Hursay.

IxeitH 3 Maiikiom mipbinmy mo Hei.

— XBiCT Kpallle YEepBOHHI, mpaBda X? — CIIHUTaB
Maiixo.

— Oii, MaMo, Hexail BiH He muete nypHuus! He Oy-
Ba€ KOHEMH 3 YEPBOHHMM XBOCTOM, ere X?

— A 3 dionerosuM wo — 6yBae? Hy, kaxu, OyBae? —
CKpUKHYB Maiikir.

— Mosa kauka! — BepemiaB IXOH, BHUXOIMBLUIMA
irpaiuky B bap6apwu.

— Mos, Mos, Mog! — 3axéaunacsi bapbapa, BXOIHUB-
1M ii 3 pyk y JXoHa.

— Jityi, miTh! — po3mawivBO 3aJIOMHJIA PYKM MicCic
benkc. — 3aMOBKHITB, 60 1 300XeBOJTiIO!

Ha MuTh 3amana Tviua: Bci 4eTBEPO 3 LIKaBiCTIO BTY-
mwIncs B Matip. UM cripaBoi BoHa 300XeBoJyie? A sika
BOHa Toxi Oyne?

— Ocp 1o, — ckasana Micic benkc. — Bama mno-
BeliHKa MeHi He nmogobaeTbcs. binonamrHa Enin 3a0wna
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KiCTOYKY Ha HO3i, i BaC HiKOMY JOMISHYTH. TOX MidiTh
y Ilapk i morynsitre Tam no varo. IxeiH, Malikne, Ha-
s gaTUMeTe 3a Mansatamu. JkoHe, gad Torpatuch Ka-
yeuykow bapbapi, a BBeuepi 3HOB 3abepelu. Maiikne, TH
MOXeElI Y35ITH Tyau cBoro Hosoro 3Misg. Hy x 60, Hangs-
raiite KamnejlollKu i raiaa!

— A 8 Xouy OOMAaNIOBaTH KOHS! — 3aKOMM3HUBCS
Maiikir.

— I yoro Ham itu B ToO# [lapk? — 3aTsnacs JxewH.—
Tam Hema yoro pooOUTM.

— Toro, — ckasana Micic bBeHkc, — WO MeHi
noTpideH crokii. I akwo BM 3apa3 mocayxaerecs i Oy-
JI€TE TApHUMM IiTKAMH, 10 4aio 6yae KOKOCOBE IEYMBO.

I He BCTUIIM BOHU pO3BEpEAYBaTHUCH 3HOBY, SIK BOHA
NOoHAasArana BCiM iM Ha roJIOBM KarmeTIOLIKY i IIBUACHb-
KO BUpSIAWIA JIiTEl YHU3.

— O06epexHO TnepexoabTe BYJIULIO! — FYKHYJIa BOHA,
KOJIM BOHM BX€ BUXOOWIMU Y XBipTKy. JIXKeWH Be3dna y
Bi30uKy Biu3HsAT, a Maiikil HiC CBOro 3Misl.

3a XxBipTKOIO HiTH criepiuy risHyau npasopyd. Hiuo-
ro.

Toni nornsiHynu niBopy4y. TaM TeX He OyJIO0 HiKOro,
TUIBKK B KiHUiI Byauuku n3eneHbKOTIB A13BOHMK Mopo-
3MBHHKA.

JXeiiH IBUACHBKO PYIIXJIA Yyepe3 BYJIULIO.

Maiiky1 noTionaB CIiIKOM.

— Hy # xutrg! — muIakCMBO CKa3aB BiH IO CBOroO
3Mig. — Hikonu 106i Hi B YOMY HE LUACTUTD.

Ixe¥H moBe3sa Bi30OYOK A0 O3epa.

— AHy, — cKazayna BoHa bim3HsiTam, — maiite cioom
Kauky!

biu3HATa BIT’SUIMCS B KauKy pykKaMM 3 000X OOKiB i
3aBepeiaiu. J>KeiH po3yenuia ixHi majablii.

— JuBiThCA! — CKa3ana BOHA i KMHYJIa KauKy B O3e-
po. — JIMBiThCA, AITOHBKY, BOHA ruiMBe a0 IHmii!
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Kauka 3aroiinanacs Ha Boni i moruimsia. bimsHsara,
XJIMITal0YM, AUMBWIMCH Ha Hei. IkeiH 0006irnma o3epo,
CIiliMaJla Ka4yKy i 3HOB ITyCTWJIA ii TJIMBTH.

— A Temnep, — BeCeNO CKa3ajla BOHa, — Xail IJIMBE B
CaytreMriToH!

BiinzHsT, SIK BUOHO, Lie He JyXe PO3BAXMUIIO.

— A tenep no Heio-Hopka!

Mani 3armnakanam nyxye.

JXelH criecHysa pyKaMu.

— Maiikne, Hy WO HaM 3 HUMM pobutn? Bimpaii ii
iM — BOHHM MOO’IOTbCS, a HEe JaBail — BOHM IUIAYyTh!

— A 3apa3 imM 3Mia nyury! — ckazaB Maiki. —
HuBiThbCs1, OiTH, OIMBITHCS!

BiH migHSB 4OrOpM TapHOro, 3eJIeHO-XOBTOTO 3Mif i
3aXOAMBCSI PO3MOTYBAaTH LIHYpOK. bnu3HsTa muBMiMca
Ha Bce T¢ 3 CNi3bMH B oyax, 30BCiM Heoxoue. Maiiki
IIiIHSB 3Misl Hax rOJIOBOIO i TPOXM TMpobir. 3Miit moso-
TMOTIB y IOBITPi i JIATIHYBCSI Ha TpPaBy.

— A ™ uie pa3! — migbaapbopuaa 6para KXeiH.

— Tu norpuMaii, K s mobixy, — cKa3aB Malkil.

LIporo pasy 3miil MiAHSABCS TPOXW BMIIE. AJle KOJIH
BiH IIOTUIMB yropy, MOro GOBruii, 03100JeHMI KNTUYKA-
MM XBICT 3a4YEINUBCS 3a TUIIA JIMIH, i 3Miil MJISIBO TIOBUC
cepen JIMCTS.

bnusHsATa 0AYaiayIIHO 3ar0JOCHIIN.

— O Tlocmoon! — ckasana JxeitH. — Hivoro Hikomu
HE BUXOOUTb TakK, SIK Tpeba!

— Aros, aros! L1lo ue Tyt y Bac? — moyyBCsl YMIiCh
rOJIOC 1M03a1 HUX.

Hitn obepHynuch i mobaumnu [Napkosoro Jlorisnaya,
L0 3HaBCS IM OyXe MOKa3HMM Y CBOIf SICKpaBiil KypTLi
Ta KalKeTi 3 KO3MpKOM. BiH migOupaB mnopo3kupaHi
ramnipiii, HaCTpPOMJIIOIOYHM iX Ha FOCTPUI KiHELb MaJHLIi.

HxeitH nmoxkasana Ha jumy. Jornsigay mo3MpHYB Ty-
1. O6nmyysi 1Oro BMUTh 3pOOMIIOCS CYBODE.
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— Ere-re, Bu mopymyere mnpaBwia! Tyr He m03BO-
JIIETHCA CMITUTH, 100 BM 3HaJIM — Hi Ha 3eMJli, Hi Ha
nepeBax! B3arani Hine!

— e He cMmitTg. Le — 3Miit, — ckazaB Maiik.

I Tomi pantoM Ha o6mmuui B Jormsmaya 3arpaia
HiXHa, po3uyyj€Ha, Tpoxu Oe3miy3ma ycwmilika. BiH
MigiAIIOB DO JIMITK OnvXKye.

— To ue 3miit? OH BOHO WO! A 5 X He ITyCKaB 3Mis
BXK€ XTO3Ha M BiIKOJM — BiAKoau OYyB Xiom saM!

BiH MMTTIO BWIi3 Ha IEepeBO i 3J1i3, JEr€CEHBKO 3a-
TUCHYBIIIM 3Mifl MiJ MaxBolo.

— Hy, — cka3aB BiH, — OTENEep MM HaAMOTAaEMO ILHY-
POYOK i MYCTUMO HOro, i BOHO TOJETUThb-TOJIETUTD!

BiH MpoCTAr pyKy OO0 MajJMyKH.

Majiikia MillHO CTUCHYB ii B pyKax.

— HdsaKylo, ajie s Xo4y cam.

— Hy, s 106i monmoMmoxy, no6pe? — MOKipHO CKa3aB
Hornapay. — 51 x TOGi HOrO 3HAB, i, 3HAEL, S X HE My-
CKaB 3Mis, BiIKOJM 1ue 6yB xyom’sM!

— JloOpe, — cka3zaB Maiiki.

BiH He XOTiB 3maBaTUCS XOPCTOKHUM.

— Ox, WHpo IgKyw! — pamicHO CKpMKHYB Horns-
ma4y. — OTxe, g Oepy 3Mifl i CTynmalo IecsATh KPOKiB IO
MOPiXKY. A aK ckaxy: «[aimal» — TH moOGixmi.

Hornsimay pyumB, Yrojloc BULTIYYIOYM KPOKH:

— ... BiciM, IeB’ITh, IeCATH!

BiH o6epHyBcCH i MiAHAB 3Misl Hal rojioBOIO.

— Taiipa!

Maiixi nooir.

— Ilyckaro! — xpukHyB dornsanay.

Maiikn 1noyyB Mnos3aj ce0e JIEreHbKE JIOMOTiHHS.
IIIHyp HaTaraBcs, ax Majydyka Iapriajiacs y XJIOMLS B
PpyKax.

— ITo-onetino! — cxpukHyB Jornsigay.

Maiiki o3upHYyBCS.
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3Miii JieTiB y HeOi, HECTPUMHO HaOWpalOYU BHUCOTY.
Biu 3miifiMaBcg BHLUE # BHLE, — Iemali MEHIIOIO 3ejie-
HO-XOBTOIO LISITKOIO KOJIMBAIOYUCH Y OJAKMTIi.

Y Jlornsgaya momi3iy Ha 100 Oui.

— 3pomy He OauuB Takoro 3Misi. Hapite sk OyB
XJIOI’SIM, — TIPOMUMPHB BiH, BIUBJISIIOYUCH ¥ BUCOYiHb.

JlereHbka Xxmapka Hairla Ha COHLIE i 3a MUTh IIO-
TUTMBJIA JaJTi.

— BoHa ieTuTh Ha 3Mis1, — cTypOOBaHO IpOLIEIOTIa
JIXeiH.

3eJIEHO-XXOBTUH XBICT 3Misl KOJMBAaBCS yce BULUE ¢
BMLE, TIOKM CTaB 3[aBaTMCh JIEABE ITOMITHOIO TEMHOIO
LIITOYKOIO B HeOi. XMapKa NMOBUILHO IUIMBJIa HA HBOIO.
bnnxye, 6mmxye!

— Hy, Bce, — cka3zaB MalikJji, KOJIU LATOYKA 3HUKIIA
3a TOHKUM CipUM CEPITaHKOM.

JIXeH cThxa 3iTXHy’a.

bin3HATa THXEHBKO CUIUIM Y Bi30uKy. JMBHa THIa
3allaHyBajla Hal HMMM BCiMa. A LUHYp TaK i pBaBCs B
Maiikna 3 pyk, HiOM 3B’I3yI04M iX 3 TI€EI0 XMapkKoiw, a
3eMJIIO 3 HEOOM. 3aTaMyBaBLLIM MOANUX, BOHU BCi YeKasu,
KOJIM 3Miil 3’IBUTHCS 3HOBY.

I parrrom Jxeitn He BTepIina.

— Maiikne, — CKpMKHYyJIa BOHa, — TSITHH, TATHH!

BoHa TOpKHYy/Na HaTATHYTUH LIHYP PYKOIO.

Maiikn o00epHYB NMaJiMyKy i MOTATHYB CKUIbKM MaB
ciwum. IUIHyp He minmaBaBcs. XJtoneub 3HOB IOTATHYB, i
3HOB — ITOKM T€Th 3acalaBcsl.

— He Moxy! — cka3aB BiH. — He TarHertbcs!

— HaBayt yoBox! — ckpukHyaa [XeiH.

AJie X0Y SIK BOHHM TATIM, LITHYP HE MigxaBaBcs, i 3Miil
He IOKa3yBaBCs 3-3a XMapKH.

— AHy ! — noBaxHO ckKa3aB [Jornamay. — Konu s
OyB MaJIMii, MU pOOMJIM OTaK...
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I BiH y3sBca 3a wHyp Tpoxm Buue Bix JDxe#H i
PBYYKO, panToOBO CMHKHYB.

[IlHyp HiOMTO 37€rKa MixgaBcs.

— AHY Bci rypToM — pa3! — rykHyB Jorsioay.

BiH CKMHYB KalKeTa i MilITHO BIiepcsi HOTAMH B 3¢M-
mo. JxeitH 3 MaikioM MOTANIN 10 MaJIk CHUJIM.

— CnyckaeTtbest! — 3acanaHo ckasaB Ma#ki.

Bpa3 wmHyp monaBcs, i sIKaCchb HeBeJMYKa B’IOHKA
TiHb, MMPOOMBILM Cipy XMapKy, NMOIUIUB/IA JOHHU3Y.

- — 3moryit! — npocuuaB [dorngmay, OJIMMHYBIIH
OKOM Ha Maiikna.

AJie LIHYp TeTnep HaMOTYBaBCS Ha MAJIMYKY HiOM cam
cobo10. Bce HMXXYe M HMXYE CIyCKaBCs 3Mil, TepeKH-
JIaI0YMCh i IAJICHO METJSAIOUH Bropi.

J>XeiH KOBTHY/A MOBITpA.

— o x ue take? — BUTyKHyJa BoHa. — Lle He Ham
amiit! Lle sskuiich 30BCiM iHIIMI!

Yci B’siiMcs B HBOrO OYMMa.

I Takm cnpasai. 3ropu cryckascs He ixHiit 3eneHo-
XOBTHH 3Miit. 1leit MaB iHIUM# KOJIip — TEMHO-CHHIMH.

3Milt cmyckaBcs BCe HUXKUYE, 3BUBAIOYHCh i MiICKaKy-
IOUH.

Pantom Maiiki 3aKpryas:

— JIxeitn! Ixenn! Ta ne x 3osciM He 3miit! Lle Ha-

e... Ox... lle x Have...

— 3Motyit, Maiikie, 3MOTYH 1IBUILIE! — aX 3amuxa-
naca xeitH. — S Ginplue He MOXY!

bo, xoua Te, 10 Oy/N0 Ha KiHIli LIHYpa, LWIHUPSIIO 1HE
BMCOKO — BMIIIEC HaWBUIIUX IEPEB, — Ta BCE XX MOro cra-
JIO Kpaile BHOHO. 3€JICHO-XXOBTOro 3Misl HE Oyno aHi
ciigy, 3aMiCTh HbOTO Bropi BHMTaHLIbOBYBaJIa SKachb IO-
CTarb, HIOUTO YyXa i BOOIHOYAC OUBHO 3HaloMa — B CH-
HbOMY TMaJIbTi 3 CPiOHMMH TYIO3MKaMH i COJIOM’SSHOMY
KareJoliKy, 03000JieHoMy cTtokpotkamu. [1in maxsoio B
Hel Oyya mapaco/ibka 3 ToJIOBOIO TMAamNyrd Ha KiHIi mep-
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’Kayka, B OOHIM pyli — OpyHaTHA KWJIMM’sHAa CyMKa, a
JIPYTOIO MOCTATh MIIlHO TpUMaJIacsl 3a LIHYP.

— Ox! — panmicHo BurykuyJja JIxeiiH. — Lle BoHa!

— 4 Taxk i 3HaB! — 3akpuyaB Maiki, TpEeMTIYMMH
pyKaMH 3MOTYIOYHM LHHYP Ha MaJNYKy.

— Mos HeHbKO! — Kiinmalouyu oyrnMa, ckasas doris-
na4y. — Mosi HeHeuko!

A mocTaTh CITyCTHJIacsl e HUX4e. Termep BOHa BXe
yepKayiacsi BepXoBiTTs AepeB. OCb CTATIO BUIHO OOJIMYYS
3 TAKUMU 3HAHOMUMHM pUCaMH, YOPHIi, SIK BYTiUIsl, KOCH,
SICHiI CUHI OYi i HiC, TPIlUKX 3ad€pTUi1 JOTOpPU, MOB Y Jie-
peB’siHOI JIsUTbKU. KoM OCTaHHi MeTpHW LIHYpa MoYau
HAaMOTYBaTHCh Ha MaJMYKy, MOCTATh IMOIUIMBJA JOHU3Y
MOMIX JIM[TaMH, i OCb BOHA rOpAOBUTO OIMYyCTMJIACh Ha
TpaBy.

Y Maiikna Bumnana 3 pyk naimuyka. BiH MeTHyBcs no
Hei, a JIXkeitH — CiIigKoM.

— Mepi Ilonninc, Mepi ITonminc! — xpuyanu o6oe,
BUEMHUBLLIKCH 3a Hel.

A 1o3an HUX y Bi30oyky 3axomunucg bau3Hsita, MOB
MiBHUKMA Ha CBiTaHKy, i Jornamau [lapky To po3TyJsB,
TO CTYJISIB pOoTa, HiOM XOTiB 1IOCh CKa3aTH, Ta BCE HisIK
HE 3HaXOIMB CJIiB.

— Ilpwuiinia! IMpuitiina! IMpuitiuna! — Ha Bci rpyau
KpayaB Maliki, Xxanal4uch To 3a il pyKy, TO 3a CyMKY,
TO 3a IApacojibKy, — 10 Ha O4i Tpamujo, — abu Juile
MaTH MEBHICTb, 10 L€ TaKu BoHa, Mepi ITomnmiHc.

— Mwu 3HanM, 1O BW MNoBepHeTech! Mu 3HaluIU
Balll JIUCT TIPO «O peByap»! — rykHyna JI>keiH, oOBuBa-
I0YM pyKaMH CHHE NajbTo.

3amoBoyieHa ycMiluka MaiHyna rmo oOnuyyi Mepi
[TonmiHC, TOPKHYBIUM i YCTa, 1 TPilUKM 3adepTU# Hic, i
CHHi o4i. AJie Bimpa3sy ¥ 3HHMKIIA.

— bynwTe Taki nackasi, npuragaiTe, 1o Mu — B I'po-
MancekoMy Ilapky, a He B 3oomapky. Sk Bu noBoautecs?!
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Taku MOXHa MOAyMaTH, 1O OMUHMUBCA B 3oomapky!
A 1ie, TO3BOJIbTE 3aIMTaTH, Ballli pyKaBUYKH?

HiT Bpa3 KMHYJIHUCh IIYKATH MO KUIUEHSX.

— I'm! HapsirHite ix, Oynp Jiacka!

TpeMmTsiun 3 XBUJIIOBaHHSI ¥ 3aXBaTy, BOHM ITOHATsI-
rajyd pyKaBMUKM i HaOAITU KamnesolwKH.

Mepi Ilonninc migiduuia no Bi3ouka. biausHsiTa
pamicHO 3ajaebemiii, KOJIM BOHA [OBMOIUyBaja iX
3pyyHilie i posripaBuna ruien. [lotiM BoHa o3upHynacs
IOBKOJa.

— XTO MYCTUB L0 Ka4yKy B 03ep0? — CIuTaj]a BOHA
TaKUM 3HAHOMUM IM CEPANTUM TOJIOCOM.

— A, — ckasana JIxeitH. — 3abapnsana biusuar. Bo-
Ha umBe A0 Helo-Uopka.

— Hy, ocpb o, Bursiruum ii 3sigtu! — 3Benina Mepi
[TonmiHc. — BoHa noruBe He 1o Helo-Mopka yu Kynu
Tam 1ue, — a Jonomy Ilutn Yaii.

I, moyenuBWIK CBOI0O KHJIMM’SIHY CYMKY Ha pYyYyKy
Bi3Ka, BOHA pylUWiIa 3 HUM a0 Buxony 3 Ilapky.

Hdornsinay, 1wo pantoM BiIHAiLIOB MOBY, 3aCTYITHB
i mopory.

— CnyxaiiTe-Ho, — CKa3zaB BiH, YITSIBIUMCh y Hei
ounmMa. — MeHi noBeneTbcs Hanucatyn panopt. Lle mopy-
uieHHs npaBuia! OTtak 3BajiloBaTUCA Ha rosaoBy! | 3Bioku,
XOTiB OM 51 3HaTH, 3BiOKN?

BiH 3amoBK, 60 Mepi [lonniHc 3Mipsiia itoro 3 ro-
JIOBH JI0 IT’SIT TaKUM ITOIJISIIOM, IO MOMY parToM 3a-
XOTIJIOCh OIMMMHUTHCS NECh-iHIE.

— SIkou g 6yna Jorasapmauem Ilapky, — mpoMmoBMiia
BOHA 3ropjaa, — S 0 HajgsArna Ha rojioBy KalukeTa i Io-
3aiibanacs. Jlo3sonpre!

I, BimBiBLUM iforo B6IK BIagHMM MOPYXOM PYKH, BO-
Ha MoBe3Ja Bi3OK Oaji.

Hornsnay, cnajeHiBLIM 3 COPOMY, HaXWINBCS TTiIHS-
TH KalukeTa. A Kojiu BiH BuITpocTaBcs, Mepi [lomnminc
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i3 OIiTBMHM BXeE CXOBaJiMCA 3a xBipTKolo bymnHky Homep
CiMHaIUSTB.

Hornsinay moaMBUBCS Ha AOPiKKY. Toai MO3UMpHYB
Ha HEOO i 3HOB Ha HOPiXKY.

— 3poay-BiKy Takoro He 0ayuB! — cKa3aB BiH TPEM-
TAYMM rojocoM. — Hasitb gk 6yB xyromn’sim!

I, BKpait cnanTennyeHu, mock OypMoyydu cobi min
Hic, MOJAABCS IeTh.

— 0O, ta ue x Mepi IlonmiHc! — cka3zama Micic
beHKC, KOJM BOHM YBIHUUIM 10 IEPEANOKO0. —
3Binking By B3suca? 3 6nakuti Hebec?

— ABXeX, — pamicHo ItoyaB 6yB Maiiki. — BoHa
CIyCTHJIacs Ha...

Bin pantoM ypBaB, 60 Mepi [lonmiHC KuHynma Ha
HbOIO TPi3HUI TOTJISII.

— 4 3ycrpinma ix y Ilapky, maHi, — cKa3ajla BOHa,
00epHYBIUUCH OO0 Micic beHkc, — i 3abpana goaomy.

— OTXe, B 3aJIMIIUTECH Y Hac?

— Tak, maHi, Ha SIKMICb 4ac.

— Ane x, Mepi [Monmiac, MUHYNOro pa3y BY THILIA
Bill Hac, He NONEpeNUBIUM. 3BiIKUA S 3HATUMY, LU0 BU
3HOBY TaKOro He 3pooure?

— HisBigku, nmaHi, — crokiiHo Bignosisa Mepi ITom-
IMiHC.

Micic benkc cropomina.

— AJle X... aJie X... IK BU raga€re? — Hepiwyye CIiu-
Taja BOHA.

— 51 He MOXY cKa3aTu 3a3jaJieridb, MaHi.

— Ox! — 1inpky i BUMOBUJIA Micic beHkc, 60 Hiyoro
IHIIOrO HEe Crajo iff Ti€l MUTI Ha OyMKY.

I He BcTMINIA 11Ie BOHA 10 KiHIISI CXaMEHYTUCH, SIK Me-
pi [TonmniHc, y3gB1IM CBOIO CYMKY, TIOBEJIA JIiT€i Haropy.

Micic beHkc nuBMiacs iM ycail, TIOKU TOYyJa, IO
JaBepi JUTSI40i THUXEHBKO 3aYMHUWIMCS 32 HUMHU. AX TOAdi
BOHA MOJIETIIEHO 3iTXHYJIA i KMHYJAAcs 0 TenedoHy.

158



\ |

72

.l

/I/

'”/




— Mepi [lonmiHc nmoBepHynacsi! — pamiCHO MOBIHO-
MMJIa BOHA B TPYOKY.

— Cnpasni? —cka3aB Mictep beHKC Ha ToMy KiHIIi
apoty. — Hy, To, MOXe, 51 TeX MOBEPHYCH.

[ nmoBicuB TpyOKYy.

Haropi B Jutauiii Mepi IlonmiHc cCKuHyna ManbTo.
BoHa noBicuna #Woro Ha rayok Oinsg gBepei CHabHI.
Tomi cKuHya KanealoloK i Xa3siiiHOBUTO Moyernuia mo-
r0 Ha piXOK JIiKKa.

JxeitH 3 MaiikjioM cTeXWwim 3a ii pyxaMH, TaKHUMHU
3HalOMMMH IM. Yce B Hiit Oylo Take caMiCiHbKe, fK
3aBXxau. IM ax He BipuJiOCs, LIO BOHA 1X KMIAIa.

Mepi IlonmniHc Haxuauaacs i BiliMKHYJIa CYMKY.

B cyMui He Oyno Hiuoro, KpiM BEJIUYE3HOTO I'pamdyc-
HHKA.

— A nns yoro BiH? — crniuTana 3 uikaBicTio JIXKeiH.

— Jns tebe, — Bigmosisia Mepi IlommiHc.

— Ta s X He xBopa, — 3arepeynna JIxeiH. — Y me-
HE BXe€ JIBa MiCsLli HEMA€E Kopy!

— Po3tynu pota! — ckaszana Mepi Ilorminc Takum
rojocoM, 1o JXxeHH YMUTD 3ariIoimiIa oyi it po33saBu-
Ja poTa. | rpadycHUK OMMHMBCS TaM.

— 51 xo4y 3HaTH, K B MOBOJWJIMCH, TOKM MEHE HE
Oyno, — cyBopo mosicuuna Mepi [TonmiHc.

BoHa BMiiHsIIa rpafyCHMK i migHecaa ioro J0 cBiTia.

— «Henb6ana, nerkoBaXHa i Heyemnmyp-
Ha», — MpoYyMTajia BOHA.

JIXXeWH TiIIbBKK OYi BUTpIlLIMiA.

— I'xm! — cka3ana Mepi [lonmiHc i BrixHysa rpamyc-
HMK y poTa MaiikjoBi.

BiH MilLIHO CTMCHYB rpalyCHMKa rybamMu, ajic BOHa
BMpBaJia IOro i rmpoyuTania:

— «JdyXe KpUKIUBUNU, HECHNYXHIHUHU i
HAaCTUPJIUBUN XJTOoMmMYak».
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— A oT i Hi, — OYpKHYB cepauTo Maiuki.

3aMicTh BiAMOBiAi BOHA TUIbHYJIAa IOMY IpaIyCHUKA
Mix Hic, 1 BiH NMPOYMTaB Mo OyKBax:

— «K-p-u-k-n-u-B-u-u...»

— Ot 6au! — ckaszana Mepi I[lonniHc, nmepeMoxHO
IUBISIYMCh HA HBOTO.

[ToTiM BOHa nmocTaBwia rpanyCHUK J>XXOHOBI.

— «BepennuBuit i 3amepuKyBaTUW», — Taka
OyJia oro TeMmrieparypa.

A Koau nepeBipunau Temmnepatypy B bapGapu, Ha
IpagyCHUKY CTOSLIO:

— «Bkpaili po3newmeHnal»

— I'xm! — nmupxuyna Mepi IlonmiHc. — 3maeTees, A
TIOBEPHYJIaCsl BYACHO!

Haoctanky BOHa ILIBMAKO TOCTaBWIa TIpagyCHMK
caMiit cobi, MUTh MOTpUMaJsa i, BAMHABIUM, TTPOYUTANIA:

—«Jlyxe nocToifHa ocoba, B yChOMY B3iplLieBa».

['opnoBuTa, BIOBOJEHA YCMIllIKa 3arpajia Ha ii ycTax,
KOJIX BOHa BroJIOC IMOBiJOMWIA CBOIO TEMIIEpaTypy.

— Tak i Mae OyTu! — cka3ajia BOHa MOBYAJbHO. — A
3apa3 yal — i B jixxa!

HiTaM 3manocsi, 110 HE MUHYJIO H XBUJIIMHM, a BOHU
BXE HAITWJIMCS MOJIOKa 3 KOKOCOBUM IT€YHMBOM, Ile i
BUKynanuch. Sk 3BuuariHo, B Mepi [lonmHc yce pobu-
Jocsi BMUTb. [auku 3 meTeabkKamMyd He poaiidanucs, a
PO3NITAIUCH, I'YA3UKU TaK i MOPUBAJIMACH PO3LIIOHYTHUCS,
ryoka ¥ MWIO JiTajlu, K OJIMCKaBUIli, 2 PYLIUHUKHU BU-
TUPAJIM OOHUM MaxOM.

Mepi INonnixHc npoitntacs Gins JiXOK i MOMiaATHKA-
na AiTAM KoBApH. Ii HakpoxmaneHuit 6itMit dapTyx ax
JIONOTIB, i Bill HEI MILUIX YyIOBi Maxollli CBixXOMiACMaxe-
HUX TPiHOK.

[TimifiwoBwy 1o MaiikioBOro iixkka, BOHa HaXWJIu-
Jlacsl # XBWIMHY WIOCHh 1iyKajia nim HUM. [TotiM obepex-
HO BUTSAINIA 3BiATM CBOE PO3KJIAXHE JIDKKO, HA SIKOMY
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JIeXaJno YenmypHEHBKO CKJameHe yce MaitHo Mepi Ilorm-
miHc: mMaToK «COHSIYHOro», 3yOHa LIiTOYKa, IMaKyHO-
YOK IUMWIBOK IS Kic, TUiseyKa napgymiB, CKIagHUI
CTUTRYMK i KOopobOouka M’ATHHX TabmeTok. Ta e ciM
0alikoBMX HiYHHX COPOYOK, YOTHPU OaBOBHSIHHUX, yepe-
BUYKH, TOMIHO, ABi LIANOYKM IJI KYMaHHS i anipboM 3
JIUCTiBKaMH.

IxeitH 3 MaiKioM CHaHTEIMYEHO IOIiIBOMUIUCS
Ha JIiKKaXx.

— Jle ue Bce TyT y3soca? — monuryBaBcsi Maitki. —
A pasiB i3 CTO Na3uB mix JIXKO, i g 4oOpe 3Halo, 10 TaM
Horo He Oyio.

Mepi [Tonminc He BixnoBina. Bona movasna po3asira-
TUCB.

JxeltH 3 MaiikioM nepe3upHyIucs. AK€ BOHH
3HaJIM — po3nuryBatd napma: Mepi I[lonmiHc Hikomu
HiYOro He poO3IOBiIac.

BoHa cKkuHyJa CBiif HaKpoxMaJIeHH OiUTHIT KoMipelb
i B3syach po3iiOyBaTH JAHIIOXKOK Ha 1LHI.

— o Tam ycepeauHi? — 3auikaBuBcsa Maiiki, 3amau-
BUBIUUCH Ha MAJICHBKUMN 30JIOTUA MENAILAOH Ha JIaH-
IIOXKY.

— [Toptper.

= Yuix?

— Jli3Haelicsi, IK HacTaHe yac — He paHille, — He-
BIOBOJICHO CKa3ajia BOHA.

— A KonM yac HactaHe?

— Konu g miny 3BiacH.

BoHM 3715KaHO BHUTPIlIMJIMCS Ha HeEl.

— Ane x, Mepi Ilonminc! — ckpukHyna IxeiH. —
Bu xx Hac Oinpllie HiKOJM HE MOKMHETE, Hi?

Mepi [TonmiHC MUIBHO INIAHYJIA Ha Hel.

— BeceneHbke XUTTSI B MCHe Oyne, — 03BajlaCh BO-
Ha, — SKIIo g Horo Bce npobyny 3 BaMu!

— AJte X BM 3aiuinTecsi? — rapsiye Onarana JxeiH.
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Mepi [lonmiHc minKMHYya Ha HOJIOHI MEOAJIbIOH.

— 3anmiuycsi, TOKM He YpPBEThCS JIAHLIIOXOK, — KO-
POTKO CKa3ajila BOHA.

I, Har’sBIIM Ha roMOBY HiYHY COPOUKY, MoYajia Mil
HEI0 po3aATaTUCh.

— Toni Hivoro, — nmpoienoris Maikn go JIxeuH. —
A 6a4MB — JTAHIOXOK IyXe MilHHA.

I BiH 6ambopo KMBHYB it rosoBow. BoHun migibranu
HOTH, KOXHE B CBOiii moctemi, i auBWINC, IK Mepi
[TonmiHc Ta€EMHMYE BOBTY3MThCS I CBOIM HAaMETOM 3
HiYHOI COPOYKH.

I BoHM 3raganu, sik BoHa Brieplie 3’sIBWIAch y Buui-
HeBiii Bynuunli i CKiJIBKM TNOTIM CTanocsl yChOro JUBO-
BHDKHOTO 1 HEMMOBIpHOIO; 3rajajii, ik BOHa MNoOJIeTijIa
Bil. HUX Ha Iapacosiblii, KOJAM 3MiHMBCS BiTE€p, IpO
JIOBTi, TOCKHi IHi 06€3 Hei i Mpo 1i CbOrOIHIlIHE YYAECHE
MOBEPHEHHS 3 Heba...

Maiikn parroM CTpereHyBCs.

— A 3Miif? — cka3aB BiH i CiB y JILKKY. — 1 30BCiM
3a0yBcst! [le Miit 3Miit?

l'onoBa Mepi IlonmiHc BUTKHYNACS 3-ITi0 HIYHOI CO-
POYKM.

— 3mii? — npomoBuia BoHa cepauro. — Skuii Tobi
3Mmiit? o 3a 3miit?

— Miii, 3 KuTHYKaMu, XoBTU# i 3emenuit! Toi, 1o
BM Ha HbOMY CHYCTWIMCH JOHONY, Ha LIHYPKY Bill HbO-
ro!

Mepi [lonniHc ym’snmace y Hboro oymma. BiH He
3HaB, YOro B HUX Oyno Oinblie — MOAMBY UM THiBY, ajie
i Te i Te Oyno — BiH moOpe GaumB.

Ta mie 37MOBiCHIIIMI, HIDX morsin, OyB y Hei romoc,
KOJIM BOHAa O3BaJlacs:

— Axio g Tebe 1obpe 3po3yMina, — BUMOBHJIA BOHA
3BUIbHA, Kpi3b 3yOM, — TO g HiOM crycTmiacs 3BiIKHMCH
Ha LIHYPKY?
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— A xiba x Hi?.. — 3aTHyBcs Maiiki. — CpOroIHi.
3 xmMapu. Mu Bac Gayuiu.

— Ha wnHypky? SIK Ta MaBna B UMpPKY YM ITaBYK Ha
naByTuHi? f? Tak, Matikne benkc?

Mepi IlommiHC Tak po3rHiBaiacsi, IO 34aBajiacs
yIBiYi BUIA, HiX Oyna Hacrnpasai. BenuyesHa i rpisHa,
BOHa BMCOYiJla HAI HUM Yy CBOilMl HiuHi# copouyli, yeka-
I04YY BiIITOBILI.

Maiixkit 11 IeBHOCTi BUENUBCSI B ITOCTLJb.

— He ob3uBatics 6inplue, Maiikie! — 3acTepeXIvMBO
MPOLIIETIOTJIa 3 CBOro Jiixkka JI>Ke¥H.

Ane BiH yXe He MIr CTIMHUTHUCS.

— Hy To ne toni mi#t 3miit? — xopoOpo cka3aB BiH. —
SKIIO B HE CIyCTHJIUC... €-€... TaK, K S CKa3aB, TO [e
niBca 3Mii? Moro Ha 1iHypi He OyIo.

— YM-ry? Buxonurs, Oyna 17 — monuryBanacsi BOHA
3 TJTy3JIMBUM CMiXOM.

Ax Tenep BiH 36arHys, 110 JapMa roBOpUTH. BiH
HiYoro He moBene. I BiH MyCHUB MOCTYITUTHCS.

— H-Hi, — MpoMOBUB BiH TOHEHBKMM, XaJIiOHUM rO-
nocom. — Hi, Mepi Ilomnmiuc.

Bona BinBepHynachk i BUMKHYJA CBiTJIO.

— TBOsI mMoOBediHKaA, — TOCTPO CKa3ajila BOHa, —
HE TMoJiMnmuuaacd, BiAKOJM g mima 3Bigcu. Ha
HIHYPKY, OTak-To! MeHe e HiKoJMu TakK He obOpaxa-
nu! 3pony!

BoHa rHiBHO BiIKMHyJia KOBIpPY Ha CBOilM IIOCTEi,
LIBUAKO JISITJIA i BKPWIACS 3 I'OJIOBOIO.

Maiikin JiexaB HUILEYKOM, e ¥ AOCi BYETIUBIUMCH
pyKaMy B TIOCTiJIb.

— BoHa X cnycrunachk, npabma, IxeiH? Mu x 6a-
YUJIA, — PaITOM IIPOLUETIOTIB BiH IO CECTPH.

Ta JIxeitH He Bimmosigana. BoHa TiibkM BKa3ana Ha
IIBEPi CraJIbHi.

Maiikin obepexHO IiABiB TOJIOBY.
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bins nBepeit Ha rayky BUciio mansTo Mepi [TommiHc.
Cpi6Hi rya3sukd Ha HbOMY OJIMILATH MPH CBIiTi HiYHU-
Ka. A 3 KMIIEHi BUTKHYJIacd Liy1a HU3Ka KUTHLb — Ta-
MEPOBUX KUTHUIIb 3 XBOCTA 3€JICHO-XXOBTOTO 3Misl.

HiTH DOBro OAMBWJIMCA HA HHUX.

Toni KMBHYNM rojioBaMy OAHE OTHOMY. BoHM X 060
3HaJIM — TOBOPHUTHU Hiyoro He Tpeba, — 3 Mepi [TormiHc
iHOOi TparISIETBCS TaKe, YOro BOHM HIKOJIM HE 3pO-
3yMiloTb. BOHa MoBEpHysIach — OCh 1[0 HAWBAXJIMBIILIE.
[i piBHMit MOAMX JONMHAB IO HUX 3 PO3K/IATHOTO JILKKA.
I im parrroM cramo Tax crokiitHo, i rapHo, it pamicHo.

— Jlobpe, JIxeitH, Hexail XBicT Oyne ¢ioseToBuit, —
HECIOAiBaHO IMPOHIENOTIB Maiki.

— Hi-Hi, Maiixne! — Binkaszana JxeitH. — YepBoHMit
Kpaluii.

He3abapom y Autadiit He CTaO YYTHO HiYOro, Kpim
CIOKIHHOTO JIIOACHKOTO TUXAHHS...

I1-n! T1I-n1! — xa3ana MicrepoBa BeHKcoBa mobKa.

Tensk! Tenbk! — Kazanmu cnuii Micic beHkc.

Micrep beHkc nmokyiaB HOrM Ha rpaTd KaMiHa it Tpo-
XM TIPUOPiIMHYB.

[leperoonomM Mmicic beHkKc o3Banacs:

— To sk, ™M mymaem TMomaThcs B MOPCHKi MaHJ-
pu? — crnMTaja BOHA.

— E-e... MaOyTh, 110 Hi. 3 MeHE MOTraHEHbKHI MO-
PAK. A 3Ha€mi, 3 KarejdioXoM yce noOpe 00epHysocs.
MeHi #ioro HaBakCyBaJIM TYT Ha po3i reTb yBeCh, i BiH
cTaB fIK HoBeHbKMI. HaBith Kpammii. Hy, a Mepi ITorn-
MHC ITOBEPHYJIACs, TO BOAA IS TOJIIHHSA Terep Oyne Ta-
Ka, SIK CJif...

Micic beHkc HHUHIKOM YyCMiXHyNnach, HE KHWIAIOUH
TJIECTH.

[it 6yno pamicHo, wo Mictep BeHKC mMoraHeHbKHMit
MopsiK i 1o Mepi INonmiHc moBepHynacs.
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YHu3y B KyxHi Micic bpinn pobuna EjiH cBiXy mne-
pEB’SI3KY.

— S He myxe ii nosno0JIs1a, KOJIM BOHA TyT Oyi1a, — Ka-
3ayia Micic bpuut, — ogHaue, npaBxy MOBUTH, CHOTOOHI B
BynvHKy Bce crano 30BciM iHakie. CriokiiiHO, MOB TOOi B
HEMTIO, i YUCTEHBbKO, aX OJUILIMTH, MOB HOBEHBKHI 1B’ sI-
THUIEHCOBHK. Sl HIYOro He Malo, IO BOHA MOBEPHYJIACH.

— I 5 Tex, cka3zatu npasmy, — migxonuaa EjiH i mo-
nsiKyBasia Micic bpit 3a mepes’si3ky.

«] s Tex, — monymaB cam cobi Pobeprcon Eii, 1o
JOCJIyXaBCcsl IO PO3MOBM 4epe3 CTiHY KOMipuuHU. — Te-
nep Xo4 BpSIAM-TONM CIIOYMHOK MaTumy!»

BiH sgxomora 3pyuHilleé IMPUMOCTUBCS Ha TEPEKU-
HYTiA OOTOpPW IHOM JIOTATi I/ BYTJUIS 1 3aCHYB, CXH-
JIMBIIKCH FOJIOBOIO HA LLIiTKH.

Ane wo aymana npo Bce e Mepi IlonmiHe, HixTO
HIKONM He Oi3HaBcs, 00 BOHAa OYMKaMH Hi 3 HUM He
Jimumacs # HiKOMY HiYOro He po3mnoBimaia.

MiC EHAPIO TA Ii XKAUBOPOH

byna cy6ora.

Y nepennokoi bymunky Homep CiMHagusTe Mo
BuiwuHesin Bynuuui mictep BbeHkc nmocrykyBaB 1o 6apo-
MeTpy i Ka3aB Micic beHKc, sIK 3MiHUTBCS moroza.

— Birep niBaeHHUI, MOMiIpHUIA, TEMIIEpAaTypa HE BU-
ia BiX 3BMYAWHOI, MiCUSIMM TpO3M; Ha MOpi JIeTKi
XBWIi,— MPOMOBJAB BiH. — Hazasni rnporHo3 HeBigoMuii.
[eit, a ue mo Take?! — BUTYKHYB BiH parToM, 00 Hal ro-
JIOBOIO B HBOIO IIOCH 3arynajo i 3arpuMano.

Yropi Ha 3akpyTi cxoniB 3’sIBUBCcST Maliki, nyxe cep-
IUTHI i HaOypMmoceHu#. Lle BiH Tak rymaB HOramu, Io-
BOJIEHBKM TEPECTaBISIIOUM iX i3 CXiAus Ha cximeub. A 3a
HUM, 3 BiIu3HgIM Ha KOXHii pyui, ctynaja Mepi Ilom-
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MiHC, TIOIUTOBXYIOYM MOro KOJIHOM i3 cXigus Ha
cxigeus. Ilosany iunna [IXkeiH 3 KamnemoxaMd B pykax.

— lomoBHe — 3pymmTu 3 Micud. lou, iou, Oyap na-
cka! — HeBOnmaraHHoO npukasyBana Mepi I[TommiHc.

Mictrep benkc obepHyBcs Binm 6apoMeTpa i migBiB oui
Bropy.

— Hy, mo ue 3 T06010? — HEBIOBOJIEHO CIIMTaB BiH
Maiikna.

— 51 He xouy itH rymsaTi! Xodyy rpaTUCh CBOIM HOBUM
nmapoBo3oM! — 3asgBMB Maiikil i BMUTB 3aTHYBCs, 60 Me-
pi ITonmiHC came MiAIITOBXHY/IA MOro Ha CXiAeLb HIDKYE.

— Buragku, cMHKY! — cKasaja micic beHkc. — 3Bu-
YaifHO X, TH Migell ryjaTu. XTo 6araTo XoguTh, y TOTO
IyXi, oBri Horu!

— A MeHi KopoTKi Kpaii! — OypkHyB Maiiki, Baxxo
TYMTHYBIUM HOTOI0 00 HACTYTTHHMI CXiOeLb.

— Komu s OyB MaJleHBKMM, — CKa3aB MicTep
beHkc,— 51 MOOHMB XOOMTH Ha MPOryIsTHKU. A 1momHs
TIPOTy/IIOBAaBCA 31 CBOEW TYBEPHAHTKOIO [0 OPYroro
Jixtaps i Hazan. | HiKonu He BepemyBas!

Maiikn Tak i cTaB Ha cxomax, HEOOBIpPJIMBO IWBJIS-
YUCh Ha OaTbKa.

— A Xxi6a BM Oy;IM MaJIECHBKMM? — BpaXXeHO CITMTAB BiH.

Micrep beHkc, 3maBanoch, gyxke oOpa3HBCH.

— 3BHYaitHO, 110 OyB. I OYB rapHECEHBKHUM XJIOIT' IM
i3 MMIUHUMH SICHUMM Ky4epsIMM, B OKCAMHUTOBMX LUTAH-
LISIX 1 B YepeBMYKaxX 3 TyA3HMYKAMU.

— Hikomn 6 He moBipMB, — cKa3aB Maiiki, yMUTh
30irmM cXomaMM HaHM3, Y€ 3 BJIaCHOI OXOTH, i BIT'SIB-
IIKCh OYMMa B OGaTbhKa.

BiH Hi3allo He MIr YABUTH MaJICHBKMM XJIOII’SIM 1IbO-
ro JOpPOCJIOro, MiICTapKyBaTOro, JUCYBaTOrO YOJIOBiKa.

— A 4K 3BaIM Bally TyBEpHAHTKY? — CIHTala
HxeiiH, migbirmm crmimoM 3a Maijikiom. — Xopoia Bo-
Ha Oyna?
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— [i 3Baym mic Ennpio, i Bona 6yna — Kapa HeGecHa.

— Hc-c! — mokipnuBo Iepexomuia Micic beHkc.

— To6To s XOTiB CKa3aTH, — BMIIPaBMBCH MiCTep
beHkc, — 10 BoHa Oyna... e-e... AyXe cyBopa. I Hikoau
He moMmisiacs. [ mo6una KoXHOro 3arHaTH Ha CJIM3b-
Ke, 106 BiH nmo4yyBaB ce6e MOB yepB’siyok. Oraka-To Oy-
Jia mic Expgpro!

Micrep beHKC CKpHMBHMBCS Ha caMy BXE 3raiky Ipo
CBOIO KOJIMILHIO T'YBEPHAHTKY.

JI3eHp —n3eieHb-13eIeHb!

J3BiHOK Ha BXiIHMX ABEpSIX 3al3€JIeHYaB TakK, 10 aX
JlyHa Miuia no byauHky.

Mictep beHKC mNpoiOB meEpenrnokiini i BiIYUHUB
JBEPi.

Ha raHky cToSB Xxj0Mnenp, 110 PO3HOCHB TEJIETpaMH.
Burisia BiH MaB cTpax MOBaXXHMH.

— TepminoBa Tenerpama benkcam. J[laBatumere
BiNOBiAb?

BiH momaB MicTtepy BeHKCOBi XOBTOrapsiyMii KOH-
BEPT.

— SIxiio HoBMHA HoOpa, TO A maM TOOI LUIiCTH
TIeHCiB, — cKka3aB Mictep beHkc. BiH po3ipBaB KOHBepT i
MPOYMTAB TEJIErpamy.

O6sinyus ¥oro 36aimio.

— Binmosini He Gyne, — ypuMBYacTO CKas3aB BiH.

— | wecTH neHciB He Oyne?

— 3BicHO, 110 Hi, — Xani6Ho o3BaBcs Mictep BeHKc.

XJoneup 3 TOKOPOM IOIJISIHYB Ha HEOrO i 06paxkeHo
BUMLLOB.

— Ol IMIIEHBKO, 110 TaM Take? — 3aHEIoKoulacs
Micic beHkc, 30arHyBILUM, 1[0 HOBHHA OYyX€ KEIChbKa. —
XTOCH 3aXBOpIB?

— Tipwre, — XanioHo MOBUB Micrep beHKc.

— INponanu Bci Hali 3aomamkeHHsa? — Micic beHkc
TaK Mepeskanacs, 1Wo BCsA MOIMOJOTHINA.
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— Lle ripure! Hepapma x Gapomerp rokasysaB Oy-
pio! I HeBinommit mporHo3! Ock nociyxai!
BiH po3rnaguB Tenerpamy i rod10CHO MPOYMUTAB;

Ilpuiny nmo Bac Ha micsaus. byay ceoroaHi o TpeTid
AHA. byab j1acka, n06pe HaToMmIiTh y CHAJbHI.
FO@umia EHapro.

— Engpro? O, take came Tpi3BMllE, IK y Balloi ry-
BepHaHTKM! — cka3ana [XeiH.

— lle # € Mod ryBepHaHTKa, — MOBUB MicTep beHkc,
TMIOXOMXKAIOUM IO KiMHATi i HECNOKiHO KyHOBISYM
pelTKN KonuuiHboro uyba. — li 3satm KOdumis. I cro-
rolHi O TPeTiit BOHA MPMIXIXKaAE J0 Hac.

— Ta ue He Taka BXe i MoraHa HOBMHA, — 3 TIO-
JIETKICTIO cKa3ajia Micic beHkc. — 3BUUaitHO, HOBEOETh-
cs TIPUrOTYBAaTH [UIA Hei KiMHary, ajie 1e Hivoro. S pa-
0O MPUBITAIO LII0 ClIaBHY 6adyclo...

— CnaBHy 06abycio! — peBHyB Mmictep benkc. — Tu
cama He Tsamuul, 1o ropopuul! CraBHy 6abycio! Mos
HeHbKoO! IlocTpuBaii, och T ii mobaunul, Tomi ckaxet!
Hexaii-Ho T TijibKHM 11 mo6ayumi!

BiH yxonuB Kanemiox i ruiaii.

— Aue X, mob6uit Miit! — ckpukHyna micic beHkc. —
Tu x nosuHeH 3yctpitu 1i. bo 6yne HeueMHo! Kynm ue
TH Woew?

— Kynn-Heoyns! Kynu oui nusisarbcs! Ckaxu iit, 1110
s noMep! — XajibHO MOBUB BiH i CTPIMIOJIOB KMHYBCS 3
JOMY. 30BCiM 3HEPBOBAaHMUM i HELIACHUIA.

— Oii-oli-o¥, Maiikne, gka X TaM BOHa, K ToOi
3maeThCca? — cka3ana JxeiH.

— LlikaBiit KiuIi Hoca MpUIMKHYIH, — o3Bajiacst Me-
pi Ilonminc. — INoHansraitte Kanemouku, 6yab Jacka.

BoHa mocamoBwia biu3HAT y Bi3oK i moBesna By-
JMukoro. [IxeitH i3 MalixiioM nmopajucs 3a Helo.
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— Kynou Mu ceorogni mizemo, Mepi IlonmiHc?

— Yepes Ilapk, Tomi 3a MapumipyTOM TPUIUATH
IeB’siToro aBrodyca, ['oloBHOIO ByJNHMILIECIO, Yepe3 MIcCT i
yepe3 3aJTisHMYHHUN Mepei3n — Has3ad JoOOMY, — HEBIO-
BOJIEHO pO3TIyMayuJia BOHa.

— Hy, To me Mu ATUMEMO LTy Hi4, — MPOILIENOTIB
Maiikn, npi6ouyuu 33amy nopsn i3 IxxeitH. — [ nmporasu-
Mo Mic Engpro.

— BoHa x HleS}IHTb Ha LIMMA Micaub, — Harajgana
JIxeiiH.

— A 1 XoTiB no6GayuTH, K BOHA caMme MpHige, — Io-
CKapXWBCS BiH, JieIBe TUICHTAIOYH i LIOCHJIN YOBralouyu
no accaneTy.

— Bopyuwiteca-HO, Oyab Jiacka, — XBaBO CKasalia
Mepi Ilonminc. — 3aMicTh Bac MOXHa OyJ0 CIOKiiHO
OpaTv Ha NPOryJIIHKY IBOX paBJMKiB!

Ta Konu OiTH i Ha3JOTHAJIMW, BOHA IX XBWIHUH IT’SITh
TpUMaJia MiJ KpaMHHLEIO 3i CMaXeHO10 pu0OoI0, BUAUB-
JISIIOYUCh Ha cebe y BiTpHHY.

BoHa Oyna BOpaHa B HOBY 0iny O/1y3Ky B pOXEeBUM
TOPOILOK, i Ha ii 00JMYYi, BiZOMTOMY B CKJi IOHAZX
KyllaMH CMaXeHoi MepJly3H, rpaja BTixa. BoHa Tpoxu
pPO3XpUCTajla Ha TIpydsaX NajibTo, W00 nyxye OyiIo
BUIOHO OJNy3Ky, i iil 3manock, 1o Mepi IlonmiHc 1me
HiKoJIM He OyJyia Taka rapHeHbKa. HaBiTh cMaxeHi pu-
OMHM, 3aTMCHYBLWUM B pOTax CMaXeHi XBOCTH, Tak,
30Aa€ThCA, ¥ NPUKHUIIIIA OO Hel KPYTrJIMMHU Bil 3aXBaTy
oyuMa.

Ax ocb Mepi [lonniHc 3/ereHbKa, 33aI0BOJIEHO KHUB-
HyJla CBOEMY BiZOOpaXX€HHIO i 3aKBamuiacsa najii. BoHu
nepeiuuin ['0JI0BHY ByJIHIIO, 3BEPHYJIM Ha MICT i He3a-
OapoM MmigiHuUUIM 0O 3ali3HUYHOro nmnepeismy. [ TyT
IxeitH i3 MaiikjioM He BUTPHUMAIHd — KUHYJIHCS IOIe-
pen Bi3Ka i, HE CIIMHSIOYMCh, 1O0IrM ax A0 BuimHeBoi
Bynnukmn.

173



— Takci! — panTom 1ocunu rykHys Maiikia. — Ma-
OyTtb, e Mic EHgpilo.

BoHu cTosiiM Ha po3i BYIHMUYKM, YeKaloud Ha Mepi
[TonmiHc, i IMBWIKCH, YX HE BUOHO Mic EHmpio.

Taxci noBisibkHO Mpoixano Ko Bopit BynuHky Homep
CiMHanusaTh. TyT BOHO 3ymMUHUIIOCS 3i CTOTOHOM i Opsi3-
koM. Ta i1 He muBO, 6O Bim KOJIiIC IO AaXy BOHO Bce Oy-
JIo HanakoBaHe peyamu. CaMoi MalllMHM Maixe i1 BUI-
HO He Oyno, TaKk BOHa BCs Oyjla BKBiT4aHa BaJli3aMH —
3ropu, 3 OOKiB i cniepeny.

3 BiKOH CTHpYaiyd CKPUHBKHA W Koluuku. KapToHHi
KOpOOKH OyJi MOINpUB’sA3yBaHi MO MiAHDKKM, a ABA Be-
JIMYE3HI CaKBOSKi BMOCTWIMCH HaBiThb Ha BOHi€EBOMY
CHUIiHHI.

AX OoCh i caM BOZiifi BUPUHYB 3-MiJ HMX i DyXe 00e-
PEXHO, HiOM CNIyCKaBCs 3 KPYTOi TipCBKOI BEPXOBUHH,
BWJIi3 i3 MalUMHM # BiZTYMHHUB 3adHi ABepusATa. 3 HHUX,
MTICKAKyIOYH, BUKOTWIACh KOpOoOKa s YEpEBHUKIB, 3a
HEIO — BEJIETEHCHbKUI pYOMA MAaKyHOK, a 3a HUM Iapa-
colbKa M LIMOK, 3B’sA3aHi HOKynu WHypkoM. Hacam-
KiHelpb 3 MalUMHU, TPUMAIOYH il OpsA3KaIOU¥, BUCKOUYM-
JIK HEBEJIMYKI TEpEe3H, i TAKCUCT, NMEPEUYCHTUBLUKUCEH Yepe3
HMX, YTIaB.

— O6epexHo! [Tomany! — ryKHYB I'pOMOXKMi TOJIOC
i3 Takci. — Y meHe mopori peui!

— A s — poporuii modep! — BiIMOBHUB TaKCHUCT,
MiABOASYHCH i TPyuyH HoOry B Kictouui. — Ilpo ue Bu 3a-
oynu, ere x?

— Bigcrynits, Oynp nacka, BiacTymite! MeHi Tpeba
BUATH! — 3HOBY NMpPOJIYHaB TPOMOXKHI roJjioc.

| Bimpa3y micnst LBOrO Ha MiOHIKLI MalUMHM 3’SIBUJIACS
Hora — Hafbinpla 3 yCiX Hir, sKi OyIb-KOJIM HOBENOCS
OiTAM OauyuTH. A Jajli BWIi3ia il ycsa pewura mic EHapro.

BoHa Oyjla B HIMPOYE3HOMY MNajbTi 3 XYTPSHUM
KOMipOM, Ha roJioBi CTOBOYpYHMBCS 40JIOBiUMii peTpoBUit
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Karesaiox, a 3 HbOro CriajaB JOBrUM TOMEJACTHI ceplria-
HOK.

Hity, NpUrMHAaIOUYKMCh 11032 MapKaHOM, OOepeXXHO
migKpanucst 6Jux4ye i 3 UiKaBiCTIO PO3OMBISUIMCH BeEJie-
TEHCBKY TiTKY, 3 rauKyBaTHUM HOCOM, JIIOTUM POTOM i He-
BEJIMUYKUMM OUMLISIMHU, SIKi CEpAUTO 3UPUIIU KPi3b OKYJISI-
pu. A CBOIM rojlocCOM BOHa MaiXe omlyliWiaa HiTel —
TaK 3aB3SITO cliepeyanacs 3 TAKCUCTOM.

— Yotupu muiaiHrd TpU TeHcu! — Ka3aja BOHA. —
KasHa-1o! 3a taky cuny rpoiueit 1 6 3pobusia MiBKpy-
rocBiTHROI MaHapiBku! 8 cTibky He ruatutuMmy! | mo-
cKapxXycs Ha Bac mnosniuii!

TakcHcT 3HM3aB TJIeYaMH.

— 3 Bac CTiIbLKM HaJIEXWUTh, — CIIOKIHHO CKa3aB
BiH.— SIKILIO BM BMIi€TE YWUTATH, MOAUBITLCS Ha JiYWIb-
HUK. Ha Takci He i3a5Th 3agapMa, BaM i€ BiZOMO, Ta 1l
3 TAKOIO KYIIOIO0 peueit!

Mic Ennpio 3acomina i, 3aKiaBlIM PYKY IO CBO€Ei Be-
JIMYe3Hol KMIUEHi, BUTAIVIAa MaJeCEeHbKMH TraMaHuyMK.
HicTaBiiy 3BiATM MOHETY, BOHA MPOCTATA ii TAKCHCTOBI.
Toit rnsiHYB Ha MOHETY i JIOBreHbKO BEpTiB ii B pykax,
MOB SIKYCbh IMBOBMXY. Toli TyMJIMBO 3aCMisIBCS.

— lle — Ha yaii? — HacMilLKyBaToO CIIMTaB BiH.

— AX HisK. lle nnara 3a npoi3n. Sl NMpUHUMIIOBO HE
JIal0 Ha yJaii.

— 4 TaKk i 3HaB, — CKa3aB TAaKCHUCT, NUBISYUCDH ii
npocrto y Bivi. | gomaB, 3BepTaiouuch HiOM caM 10 ce-
6e: — Peueit crinbku, wo mniB-Ilapky 3aiiHsnau 6, a Ha
yaii MpUHUMIIOBO He Aa€. [apmis!

Ta Mic Engpio itoro He cnyxana. [litu cramu y
XBipTLi, i BOHA 3aKBaluiach, 100 MpPUBITATH iX, rpUMa-
I0YM TI0 HOPiXILi YepeBUKAMHU i po3MasBLIM Mo3an cebe
IOBIr'Yil cepriaHoK

— Hy! — nporyna BoHa, jenBe po3TATHYBUIX IyOu B
ycMili. — Bu, 3BicHO, He 3HaeTe, XTO ?
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— 3HaemMo, 3Haemo! — BuxonuBcsa Maiiki. BiH roso-
pUB SKHAWMpPUBITHIilIE, 00 OyB AyXe pamuii, 110 moda-
yuB-Taku Mic Enapro. — Bu — Kapa HebGecHa!

Hernsictuit pyMm’siHELb, MiAHSABLIMCD Bifl 11X, 3aJUISIB
yce obmnyus Mic Enapio.

— Twn nyxe OpyTalbHWII, HEBUXOBaHM Xxiorelb! S
MOCKapXycsi TBOEMY 0aTHKOBI!

Maiiki 3IMBOBAHO MOIJIIHYB Ha Hel.

— 51 He XOTiB OYTM HEBMXOBaHMM, — royas BiH. — Lle
TaTo CKa3as...

— Twuxo! 3amoBkHu! He cMiit cnepeuyarucsa 3i
MHom! — rnipomoBuna Mic EHApo i oOepHymacs mo
JxeiH. — A ™ — JIxeitH, 1 He nomunsiocs? I'M. Hiko-
JIM He Mo0uia L[bOro iMEHi.

— Ho6poro 3mopoB’s! — BBiWIMBO cka3ana JIXeitH,
X0Yya HMILKOM Moliymala, Lo 1 HE OyXe MmonodaeTbcs
iM’a FOpumis.

— Y Tebe 3aHaATO KOpPOTKA CYKHSI, — pPEBHYJA MicC
Euxgplo. — A ne TBOi maHyoxu? Konu s Oyna maneHbKa,
JiB4aTKa HiKOJIM HE XOAWJIM 3 FOJIMMU HoraMu. f roso-
PUTHMY TIpO 1I€ 3 TBOEID MaTip’o.

— S He mobmo mnaHyix, — cka3ana xeiH. — S Ho-
LIy MaHYOXM TiJIbKA B3UMKY.

— He oynp 3yxBanoto! [liTh HE MOBMHHI 003UBATHCh,
BOHM MOBUHHI MOBYKH CJIyXaTH, IO iM rOBOPSATH! — CKa-
3asia Mic Enapro.

BoHa cxunmnack Hag Bi3KOM i mpwuBitanacs 3 baus-
HATaMM — TIoIUlecKaja 000X MO LIOKAaX CBOEK BeJie-
TEHCBKOIO TOJIOHEIO.

HxoH 3 bapbapolo 3arnakanu.

— @e! Lo 3a mMaHepu! — BUTYKHy1a Mic EHapio. —
Cipka i1 maToka — ochb IO Croau TpeGa! — mosesia BOHa
naini, ooepHyBwUCh 10 Mepi [lonmniHc. — [o6pe BUXO-
BaHi OiTWM HIKOJW TaK He rajacyiotb. HeraiiHo cipku i
rnatoku! Ta e i sikomora Ownbiie. He 3abynbre!
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— Hdaxylo, — ckas3ana Mepi [lonmiHc. — Ane 5 Buxo-
BYIO HiTeH, SIK caMa 3Halo, i He TMUTAI0 HiYMEl paaH.

Mic Engpro ocroBnina 3 nuBa. 3maBajiocsl, BOHa He
BipUTb BJIAaCHHUM BYyXaM.

Mepi [lonmiHc AuBWIacs Ha Hei CIOKiHO i Oe3-
CTpalliHO.

— KOna oco6o! — npomoBuna Mic EHpapio, onam’qg-
TaBIIKCh. — CxaMeHiThcst! SIK BM cMieTe Tak 3i MHOIO
po3MoBiaTu? A monbalo, 1100 Bac BUPSLAMIM 3BincH! 3a-
TAMTE MOE CJIOBO!

Bona wmiapnoHyna xBipTKy It mopanacs no bymuHky,
THIiBHO BUMAaXYIOYM OKDPYIJIUM IIPpEIMETOM, TMPUKPUTHM
KapTaTolo TKaHMHOIO, i pa3 y pa3 BUTyKyouu: «Py-pyl»

Micic beHkc BuOirna iit HasycTpiu.

— JlackaBo mpocumo, Mic EHmplo, jackaBo MpocHu-
MO! — YeMHO MPHMMOBJIsJIa BOHA. — fIK rapHoO, IO B IO
Hac 3asitann! Taka mwna HecnoaiBaHka! I'amalo, momo-
pox Oyjsa mpueMHa?

— CrpamieHHO HemnmpueMHa. Sl 3pomy He Jobwia
i3aMTH, — Bigkasama Mic EHIplo, cepauTHMMM, TIPUCKIN-
JJUBUMH OYMMa NOTJISNAIOUH JOBKOJA.

— SIxe HepbanbLCTBO, MPOCTO COPOM! — 3 OFMIOI0 MO-
Buaa BoHa. — [locayxaiTece MO€i mopaaiu — TOBMKM-
JIaiiTe TeTh Olle-0, — BOHA BKa3ajia Ha COHSAIIHUKM, — H
MOHACaIXyiTe WOCh BiyHO3eJIeHe. byae Kyau MeHI Mo-
poxu. Ta i mokasHiuwie Oyme. A e Kpaiue — B3araii
Hisikux rpsnok. [IpocTo piBHMIT 3aacdanbToBaHMit OBip,
i Bce.

— Aie X...— 3anepeuywna Micic beHkc, — g myxe
1067110 KBiTH!

— Kasna-wo! [lypHi BurpebeHbku! Bu HeposymHa
xiHka! | miTm y Bac cTpax po30elleHi, a HAATO XJIOMELb.

— Ox, Maiikne, g npocto 3nMBoBaHa! Tu OyB HeueM-
Huit 3 Mic EHapro? 3apa3 xe mepemnpocu ii. — Micic
BeHKC myXe po3XBWIIOBAJIACh, NMOYYBLUM TaKe.
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— Ta Hi, MaMO, S Hi4OTO... S TiJIbKH... — MO4YaB OyB
NosICHIOBaTH Maiiki, ajie rpoMoXKui#t rojioc Mic EHnpio
nepeduB Horo:

— BiH MeHe TsDKKO 00OpasuB, — HamoJigrajia BOHa, —
Horo HeraiHo CJIix BiAJATH OO 3aKPHTOI LIKOJM. A JiBUMHI
TpeOa B3ITH ryBepHaHTKY. S cama 3Haimy. lllo x mo Tiei
0CO0M, SIKa JOIISINA€ BalUUX OIiTCH Temep, — BOHA KUBHY-
Jia ToyioBoio Ha Mepi IlonmiHc, — ii Wi€l X XBWIMHHU Tpe-
0a 3BUTbHUTU. BOHa HegoOTeIMHa i MPOCTO Mimo3pisa.

Micic benkc Oyna BKpaii nepensikaHa.

— O, Hi, Bu noMwiserech, Mic Ennpio! Mu ii mo6pe
3Ha€EMO, BOHA MpPOCTO cKapoO!

— Bu He po3yMierech Ha uboMy. I HiKOJIM HE MO-
MWIsIOCA. 3BUIBHITH ii!

Mic Exnnpio pByuko pymwia no byanHky.

Micic BeHKC KuMHy/NMacs 3a HEK CIigOM, CTPAallEHHO
CcTypOOBaHa it NMpUTHIYEHA.

— CnogiBaioch, 110... 1[0 BaM Oyae B Hac no0pe, Mic
Exapio! — npoMoBMIa BOHA, XO4 CaMa BXE HE IYXE B 1€
Bipwia.

— I'm! ByauHO4YoK He BeJbMH PO3KilUHUK. Ta wie i
CTpPalleHHO 3aHeN0aHUif, MPOCTO OCh-OCh 3aBAIUTHCS.
Bam ciig mocyaTtv mo Teciao. A KOJM Yy BaC MWIM OLi
cximui? BoHu OpyaHioli.

Micic Benkc 3akycuna rydy. Mic Enapio Kinbkoma
CJIOBaMU OOEpHyJIa il TapHEHBKHUIA, 3aTUIIHUK ByanHo-
YOK y WIOCHh HenoJIagHe i BOore, i Ha ceplui B HEl CTalo
Iy>XK€ HEBECENO.

— 3aBTpa A 3BEJIIO iX MOMUTH, — 30EHTEXEHO IPO-
MHMpWIa BOHA.

— A YoMy He cboronHi? — oGypunacs mic EHapio. —
Hidoro He Bimkiyiamaii Ha 3aBTpa. A HaBillo BU nodapoy-
BaM ABepi 6iMM? TeMHO-OpyHaTHMIt — OCb [UTs ABEpeit
Halikpawui Kouip. Ta i gewesuie. | Opyn He Tak BUm-
HO. BM X TUTBKM TOMISHBTE Ha Olli OCh ILISIMM!
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i, mocraBuBIIM OKpYITIMI MPEAMET Ha CXilli, KMHY-
Jlach TOKa3yBaTH.

— Ocp! Ocp! Ocs! Ycionu! I[IpocTo copom!

— S 3apa3 xe OO0 LBOro Bi3bMyCsl, — MPOMOBHJIA
Micic BeHKc KBOJIMM rojiocoM. — Yu HE Xoyere MiIHA-
TUCSl Haropy y cBoOI0 KiMHaTty?

Mic Ennpio norynajia ciimom 3a HE B BymuHOK.

— CnoniBaioch, TaM € KaMiH?

— O, 3uuaiiHo! Yymosuii kamin! Cionu, mic EHapio.
Po6eprcon Eii nmepeHece Bauwli peui.

— Ta Hexaii Tam sikomMora oOepexHilue. Y Bajizax
TJISIIEYKH 3 Jikamu. S mywy a6aTé npo CBO€E 300pOB’S.

Mic Enmpio pywmna cxomamMu Haropy. Bxe Ha
CXiILSIX BOHAa OOBEJa MOTIJISIAOM MEpPEenroKii.

— Tyt Tpeba 3MiHUTH wnanepy. A NoroBopio nNpo ue
3 OxopmxeM. Ho pedi, LikaBO 3HAaTH, YOMY BiH HE
3ycTpiB MeHe? Lle myxe HeyeMHo. { Oauy, BiH Tak i He
HaBYMBCS NMOBOAMTHCS SIK HAJIEXHTb.

['poMoxkuii ii roysioc aemasi rayxiuiap, IO BHMILE BO-
Ha BMUOMpanacs cxodaMM. | demami TMXWAB rojoc Micic
beHkc, sika, 3aHMKYIOUYNCh, MOTrOMXYyBaacs 3 yCiM, 4Oro
6axainocsa Mic Exapio.

Maiikn obepHyBcst o [xeiH.

— A xTo ue — Ixopmx?

— Tartxo.

— Horo x yci 3ByTh MicTep beHKc.

— Tak, ane iM’a B Hboro I>XKOpmx.

Maijikn 3iTxHyB.

— Micsup — 1€ CTpallieHHO JOBro, npasaa, I KeiH?

— JIOBro — axx YOTUpM THXHI i 1lIe TPOXH, — CKa3asia
JkeiH, BimuyBaouH, 1O Micsub 3 Mic EHOpio cTaHe 3a
piK.

Maiikn npucyHyBCsl 10 Hel OJIMXue.

— Cnyxait, — 3aHENOKOEHO IpPOLUEMNOTiB BiH. — BoHHU
X He BrKeHyTh Mepi [lonniHc yepes Hel, npaBaa X, Hi?
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— Hi, HaBpsa. Ane BoHa gyxe yyagHa. Hemapma Ttat-
KO ITilLLIOB 3 JIOMY.

— YygHa?! — HecromiBaHO MPOJYHAIO MO3al HHX.

Bouu oGepHynuce. Mepi [TonmiHc guBunacg BCin
Mic EHIOpIO HULLIBHUM ITOTJISIAOM.

— YynHa! — 3HOBY cKas3ajla BOHA, MPOTSTIIO MUPX-
HyBuM. — Lle He Te cnoBo. I'xm! S, Gaute, He 3HAIO, SK
BuxoByBaTH miter! S 3yxBaja, HemOTEemHa i B3arali
nigo3pina ocoba, tak? odpe, nobayumo!

Ixeiin i3 Maiikiom 3BMKIM J0 norpo3 Mepi [lomn-
MiHC, Ta CBOTOAHI B il roJIOCi JIYHaJIO IOCh TaKe, YOro
BOHM JOCi HIKOJIM HE YYJIM.

BoHM MOBYKM IOMBUJIKCH Ha HeEl, PO3MipKOBYIOYH,
10 MOX€E CKOITHCH.

PanToM Oece mopyy noyyBcsl TMXECEHBKMI 3BYK —
YU TO 1OCh 3iTXHYJIO, YM JieABE-JICABE CBUCHYJIO.

— Illo BoHO? — 1IBHAOKO O3Bayacs [xeiH.

3ByK MoOYyBcsA 3HOBY. Bxxe BupasHilue.

Mepi [TonmiHc cxmmia rosoBy HabiK i MpuUCITyXajacs.

Bin HapBipHuX ABEpeil 3HOB HOJIMHYB TaK MOBOU TH-
X€CEHbKHUM NMTAlIUHUA CBUCT.

— A! — pantom ckasana Mepi Ilonmninc. — S maBHO
Mana 6 goramaTucs!

I, BMUTD IiACKOYMBLUM OO OKPYIJIOTO ITPEAMETA, IO
Horo sajmiiwia Ha cxiauax mic EHmpio, 3ipBajia 3 HbO-
ro KJaroTh KapTaToi TKAaHUHHU.

[lin HuM Oyna MigHa KiiTKa, OJMCKy4a, ax cssia
Bcsl. A B KIIiTLi, Ha MoOmnepeyll, 3illyIUBUIKUCH, CHIiIA
HEBeJIMYKa sSICHO-OpyHaTHa rnraiuka. BoHa Ha MUTL 3a-
TUTIOIIMAACh, KOJIM SCKpPaBe CBIiT/IO AHS BOApwWwio Ha HeEl.
A 1NOTiM YpPOUMCTO MOBEJa JOBKOJIA CBOIMHU KDYIJIMMH,
TeMHHUMU oueHATaMM i noMitwna Mepi [Monminc. I,
3OPUTHYBIIUCH, HiOM BMi3HABLUM ii, pO3TyJMUIa A3bOOU-
Ka i TMXeHbKO cBUcHyJNa. [keiH i Maitki 3poxy He 4y-
JIM TAKOTro XayiiOHOro rojocoyka.
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— Ta HeBXxe X BOHA... Tu-tu-tu! [lpocTo HE BipUTH-
csa! — npomosuia Mepi ITonmiHc i cmiBYYTIMBO ITOKMBA-
Jia TOJIOBOIO.

— Yipp-ippan! — cka3ajna nraiika, CyMHO IOITyCTHUB-
LM KpHJia.

— Io? JIBa poku? B ouiit xmitui? I'aHpba ii! —
ckpukHyna Mepi [lonmiHc, MOYepBOHIBLUM Bil THiBY.

Hditv 3aHiMinu 3 nuBa. [lTalmika roBopuiia CBOEIO
NTAIMHOIO MOBOIO, i Bce-Taku Mepi IlomnmiHc Ha oyax
y HMX pO3MOBJSa 3 LI€I0 NTAlIKOIO, TaK HibH
MPOCTICIHBKO 1i po3yMisa.

— [Ilo BoHa kaxe?.. — moyaB O0yB Maiixi.

— Tc-c! — ckaszana IxeiH, yIIMITHYBIIM HOTO 3a py-
Ky, 1100 MOBYaB.

BoHM MOBYKM AMBWIXCS Ha NTAlIKy. A BOHA paIliTOM
MPUCKOYMWIA Nonepeykoro ompkye mo Mepi ITonmiHe i
1LIOCh 3aMUTIMBO IMpOCIiBaa.

Mepi [lonmiHC CTBEPAHO KMBHYJIa T'OJIOBOIO.

— Tak, 3BMYaitHO, s 3HaIO lie Imojne. TaM BoHa Tebe
i cmiiimana? .

[TTamHa KMBHYJ A rosoBolo. 1 3HOB 110Ck MpocHiBa-
Jla, Haye CIIUTaa.

Mepi IlonmiHc SIKych MUTh MOAyMaJa.

— Hy, — ckasana BoHa, — Lie He OyXe Aaneko. Jlech
3a roOWHy HoJeTHll. 3BiACH pylIlail NPOCTO Ha MiB-
IEHb. .

Iltamka, 3maBanocs, oxuna. BoHa craja npuraHLBO-
BYBaTM Ha CBOI{ mormnepevli i XBaBo 3a0wia KpUJIbMU.
ITotiM 3HOB 3acmiBajna, 3aawiacs A3BIHKMM ILieOETOM,
OnaranbHO AUBISYMCH HAa Mepi IMonmiHc.

Ta nmoBepHysa roJIOBY i HULUIKOM IJISIHYJIa BrOpy Ha
CXOIH.

— Yu g srogHa? A T4 K ramaemi? Tu xiba He 4yB,
SK BOHa Ha3Bajla MeHe Hemotemnoo? MeHe!

Mepi IlonmiHc nmupxHyxa Maitke 3 OTHIOIO.
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Y nramiku 3aTpeMTiiM IJedi, TaK Haye BOHA
cMistnace. Mepi [lonnmiHc Haxununacst 10 KJIiTKH.

— Hlo Bu xouete 3pooutu, Mepi [lonmiHc? — BUTYK-
HYB Majikn, nani He BrepmiBiun. — flka 1e nraiuka?

— XKaitBopoH, — ypuBYacto cka3aia Mepi [lomnmiHc,
BiICYBalOUM Ha KJIiTUi 3acyB. — Tu Oaumiu y kit 2Kaii-
BOpOHa BIIEpILE i BOCTaHHE.

I, ckazaBmyM Lie, BOHa 1aprHyjaa ABepuATa. 2KaitBo-
POH po3MpocTaB Kpuia. BuieriB i3 KIiTKM 3 I3BIHKUM
KpuKoM i ciB Mepi [lonniHc Ha mineve.

— I'’xm! — ckaszana BoHa, NMOBEpPHYBILUU OO HbBOTO TO-
noBy. — MalyTh, Tak Kpauie. Ere x?

— Yipp-an! — sroguBca 2KaiBOopoH, KMBHYBILM TO-
JIOBOIO.

— Hy, a Tanep netu, — Harajpana itomy Mepi Ilon-
niHc. — BoHa ocb-oCh npuiige.

KaitBopoH, MOYYBILUM 1ie, TaK i 3aiILIOBCS CITiBOM,
pa3 y pa3 TopKarouuch KpwibMu mik Mepi [lonmiHc i
KMBAIOYM TOJIOBOIO.

— Tomi, romi! — HeBmoBOJIeHO cKaszaja Mepi Ilom-
niHc. — Hema 3a wo nakysatu. A 3pobuia ne cobi Ha
BTiXy. He Moxy auButHuca Ha 2KaiiBopoHa B KIiTWi! A
KpiM TOTO, TH X YyB, IK BOHa MeHe Ha3Baja!

ZKaitBOpoH 3aKMHYB rojIOBY JOTOpY i YMMIYX 3aJ10-
MOTiB KpWibMM. 3aaBajiocs, HiOM BiH LIOCUIM 3apero-
TaB. [1oTiM cxunuB roysioBy Habik i mpuciIyXxaBcs.

— Ox, g X 30BCiM 3a0yna! — moyyBcs 3ropyu rpoMoOX-
Kuit ronoc. — A x 3ammummna Kapyso HanBopi. Ha tux
OpynHux cxigusx. [limy 3a6epy.

I Ha cxomax 3amyHana Baxka xofa Mic EHmpio.

— [Ilo? — o3Bajlacb BOHA Ha SIKeCbh 3alMUTaHHS Micic
benkc. — O, e miit 2XKaitBopoH, nmpocto 2KaiBOpoH —
Kapyso. { Jitoro Tak Ha3Bana, 60 BiH KOJMCH YYyIJOBO
cmiBaB. Lllo? Hi, Tenep BiH 30BciM He cmiBa€. Binkonu g
foro cmiiiMaina i nocaguia B KIiTKy. He po3ymiio yomy.
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[onoc, HaGnMxalouYucCh, JIyHaB yCe Ty4yHillie,

— Hi, Hi, — 3HOB 03BaBca BiH Hm0 Micic BeHKc. —
A npuHecy cama. Sl He MOXY 31aTUCS Ha LIUX HEYEMHHX
niteit. [lopy4us ciin BurasincyBaTd. 1 HeraitHo!

['yn-ryn! 'yn-ryn! Kpoxu Mic EHapio 3anyHanu Bxe
B MEpeaIioKoi.

— Ocbp BoHa! — npouenorina Mepi IMonmiHc. — Jle-
T Mepiuii! — BoHa jiereHbKo TpycHyJaa IuieyeM.

— LlBuauie! — xBunoBaBcs Mauk.

— Ox, He Oapucs! — migxonuna JxeiH.

bau3HATa 3aMaxanu pykaMu.

KaiiBOpOH YMUTb CXWJIUB T'OJIOBY i BACMUKHYB Yy Ce-
0e 3 Kpwia Imip’iHKY.

— Yipp-yipp-vippippan! — mpocniBaB BiH i 3aTKHYB
Mmip’1HKY 3a cTpiyKy Ha Kaneoiuky Mepi [Tonminc. Toxi
PO3ropHYB KpuJia il IIYTHYB YTOpYy.

Cawme Ti€ei xBwinHM Mic EHapio 3’sgBunacsi B IBEpSIX.

— SIx? — rykHy”na BoHa, nmo6ayuBluu JIXxeiH i3 Maiik-
JoM i Brmsusar. — e i moci He nossaranu cratu? Hy, ue
He 1uto! Yci nobpe BMXOBaHi IiTH, — BOHA 3 OCYIIOM IJIsi-
Hyna Ha Mepi ITonmiHc, — MOBUHHI WTH craTy O M’ATIA
roauHi. Sl HEOOMIHHO TOBOPUTHUMY 3 BalLIMM OaTbKOM.

BoHa o3upHynacs.

— Hy, moauBniocs... ne s 3anuiumia cBolo... — BoHa
pariToBo ypBaja.

[IpocTo mim HOoraMu B Hei CTOsJIa HEHAKpUTa KITITKA
3 BiIYMHEHUMH HaBCTiX ABepusaramMu. Mic EHupio BTy-
MWiach TyOU, HiOM He Bipuia BJIACHUM OYaM.

— Konu? fAx? 1llo? XT0? — po3ry6neHo 3a6ypMoTisa
BOHA.

i HapewrTi ronoc ii mpopizaBcsi Ha MOBHY cHIy.

— XTO pO3KpMB KIJiTKy? — rpUMHYJIa BOHA TaK, IO
IiTH 3aTpEeMTUIN.

— XTO BiTUMHMB ABEpIISITA?

Hisixoi Binmosimi.
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—He miit KaitBopoH?

Yci MoByanu. Mic EHOpio npoHu3ana TOTISAOM
KOXHOTrO 3 aiteil. AX ocCh il HeBOJIaraHHi oYi BIT’SUTHCS B
Mepi ITonmiHc.

— Le Bu 3pobunu! — rykHyna mic EHnpio, THIIBHYBIIH
B Mepi [lommiHc BeneTeHCHKMM naibleM. — S o Bac 6a-
yy! Ta sx B nocMinu? CbOrogHi XX Taku Bac i OJIM3BKO He
Oyne B upoMy bynuHKy! Bu 3yxBasia, HaxabHa HerimHuLs!..

— Yipmn-ipparn!

3ropu DoNMMHYB CTpUMaHuit cMmix. Mic EHapro minse-
Jia rosioBy. 2KaitBOPOH JIETKO rOMIaBcsl Ha KpWjiax MOHaM
COHSILTHUKAMH.
~ — A, Kapyso, To t1 oH ne! — rykHyna mic Exnpro. —
Inu-Ho cromu! He 6apu MeHe! Inm X y cBO1O rapHEHBKY,
YUCTEHBKY KIITOYKY, i 1 3aYHHIO ABepuATal

Ane 2KaifBOpOH yce Tak caMO BMCiB Y TIOBIiTpi i ax
3axOmMBCS CMIXOM, 3aKWIAIOYH ToJIOBY i 6’104u cebe 1o
0oKax KpWJIbMU.

Mic Exppio HarHynacs, migxonmuja KITKY i MigHs-
Jia i1 HaJX TOJIOBOIO.

— Kapyso, o s 106i cxasana? Inu 3apa3s xe! — cko-
MaHAyBaJla BOHA, HaCTaBUBIIU KIITKYy. Aje 2KaliBOpoH
MaifHyB TIOB3 Hel, MaiDKe 4YEepKHYBIIM KPWIOM Karie-
momka Mepi [Tonmiuc.

— Yipn-ippamn! — cka3aB BiH Ha JIbOTY.

— Tapa3n! — o3Bamaca Mepi [lonmiHC, KMBHYBLUH
r'OJIOBOIO.

— Kapy3o, T4 4yel, 110 st cKazana? — 3aKpuyajia Mic
EHnpio.

Aute B roJioci ii 4yJioch Terep JieaBe TIoOMiTHe 30eHTe-
XeHHs. BoHa mocraBuna KITKy i cripoOyBaiia mikMaTu
KaiiBOpoHa pyKaMH. AJjie BiH IIYTHYB YOiK, pa3-apyrui
MYPXHYB MOB3 HEl, TPilTHYB KPWIBMH i MaliHyB Y He0oO.

IToroxom nonuscs ¥oro cniB o Mepi IlonmiHc.

— T'otroBo! — BiArykHyjacst BOHa.
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A nani crajnocsl OCh AMBOBUXKHE.

Mepi INomnmiHc ym’stiacst ounMa B Mic Exapio, i mic EH-
JIpIO, Haye 3ayapoBaHa TUM JWBHHUM ITOXMYPUM ITOIJISIOM,
TaK i 3arpeMTina Bcs. BoHa yepe3 Cwity KOBTHYJA MOBITPS,
HETBEPIO CTYITHYJ/IA BIEPEN i YMMIYX KUHYJIACh MO KIIITKH.
I 3HeHaupbka yu To Mic EHOpIo Tak nMoMeHLIala, YU KIIiTKa
nobineiiana, — JxeiH i Mailkn He Mo cKa3aTh 3
nieBHicTio. OHEe BOHM 3HAJIM TBEPHO: ABEPLISTa KIITKMH,
JI3EHBbKHYBLIY, 3aXpsICHYJIMCS i 3aMKHYNIMCh 3a Mic EHapio.

— Ox! Ox! Ox! — 3akpuyasa BOHa.

A 2KaifBOpOH HIYTHYB YHHU3 i MIOXOMUB KIIITKY.

— Ilo 3i MHOMW0 mieTbcsi? Kynu e 17 — 3aJIeMEHTY-
Bana Mic Exzplo, 3nifiMalourch yropy. — MeHi HisIK no-
BopyxHyTuCs! MeHi HiyMM OuxaTu! — 3aBOAMIIA BOHA.

— I oMy Oymo Tak camo! — crokiitHO cKa3ama Mepi
IonmiHc.

Mic Exnpio Byemwiacs B KJITKY i IIOCUIM 3aTpsic-
JIa Helo.

— BimumHits asepusrta! Biguunite! Bunycritb MeHe,
yyere? Bunycrirh?

— I'xm! Unm it He Tak! — cka3ana Mepi [Monmninc He-
TOJIOCHO ¥ TJy3/IUBO.

A XKaliBOpOH, BHUCITiBYIOUH, 30iHMaBCs Aenajli BULIE.

Baxka kjiTka 3 Mic EHIpIO 3arpo3siuBo Trepexuisiia-
cs ¥ roipanach y InoBiTpi, HiIOM IIOXBWJIMHHU Majla BUC-
JIM3HYTHU 3 MOro KIirTiB.

A 13BiHKY 2JKalfBOPOHKOBY ITiCHIO TI€peKpUKyBajia
mic Enapio, TapabaHsuyu 00 KITKYy pyKamu.

— Hesxe ue a? A, taka besgoranHo Buxosana?
A, wo Hikonu He noMunsnaca? I s mo takoro miknuia?!

Mepi INonmiHc SKOCh YyAHO 3acMisiiacs.

ZKaiiBOPOHOK TETep 34aBaBCS 30BCIM MAaJIECEHBKUM,
are ¥ jajt KoJiaMu 3IiMaBcsl y BUCOYiHb 3 TOJIOCHHM, Tie-
peMoxHuM criiBoM. | KiiTka 3 mic EHapro Bce roviganacst
i mepexwisiiacd 3 60Ky Ha 6ik, MOB Kopabeib y Oypio.
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— Bumyctite MeHe, uyere? Bumycrtith! — Bepeuraia
Mic Ennpro.

3HeHalpKa ZKaiBOpOHOK 3MiHMB HarpsiMok. CIiiB io-
r0 Ha MHTb 3MOBK — IOKH BiH PBYYKO 3BEpHYB YOiK -1
3aJI3BCHIB 3HOBY — BUIbHHIA i pamicHuid. | Bpa3 2KaiBopoH
CTPYCHYB KUIBLIE KJIITKM 3 JIATNIOK i MOJIMHYB Ha MiBICHbD.

— IloneriB! — cka3ana Mepi [TonmiHc.

— Kyau? — ckpukHynm pa3oM JxeitH i Maiikr.

— JdomomMy — nO pigHHX HHB, — BIiINOBiJIAa BOHA,
CITiAKYIOYM OYMMa 3a IITAlLKOIO.

— BiH Xe¢ BMITYCTUB KIITKy! — IryKHYB Maiiki, mu-
POKO PO3KPHMBILIH OYi.

Ta it 6yno yoro. Kiitka rmepeBepToMm JieTisia 10IOIYy.
it mobpe 6auwin, sik Mic EHzapio To ctaBajia Ha rojio-
BY, TO 3HOBY Ha Horu. KiiTka nerima JOHU3y, ax
LIyMiJIO, i Bpa3 JIAMHYJACS MPOCTO HA BEPXHIil CXimellb.

Mic Enapio JoTO 1iaprnoHyia ABepUsTa if BUCKOYH-
Ja 3 KiiTky. | Tenep mitu moGayunm, 10 BOHA Taka ca-
Ma BEJIMYE3HA Ha 3picT, sIK Oyma, W HiOM 1ue cTpall-
Hilia.

SIKych MUTBh BOHA CTOsI/Ia, TSIXKKO JMXAI0YH, HECIPO-
MOXHAa BHMOBHTH it ciioBa. O0nuyuysa ii Oyno 1ie uyep-
BOHIIIIe, HLK JOCi.

— Sk BM mocMiM? — HApELUTi MPOILETOTLIA BOHA
3OYIICHUM TOJIOCOM, THLSIOYH TPEMTSIYMM MaJbIIEM Ha
Mepi [Mommimc.

I Oxeitd 3 MaiikjioM noGayuin, 1o ii o4i OyJIM Bxe
HE JIIOTi i TJIyMJIMBI, SIK JOCi, a MOBHi Xaxy.

— Bu... BH... — 3aHHUKYIOUMCH, XpHIiiia Mic EHaplo,—
BH XOpPCTOKE, HEMOILUTHBE, JIUXE, 3iNCOBAHE NiBYUCHKO...
K B Mornu? SIk Morimu?

Mepi [lonmiHc mepesena morisaa Ha Mic Exapro i
JIOBro JVBUJIACS HA HEi, MPUMPYXHUBILKCE.

— Bu ckasanu, 10 s HE BMil0 BUXOBYBaTH HiTCH, —
BMMOBWIA BOHA MOBUIBHO W BHPA3HO.
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Mic Enapro 3aTpeMTiJia Bill CTpaxy i mosaaxKyBaja.

— Bu... BuGauTe, HacwIy MPOMOBWJIA BOHA.

— [llo s 3yxBayia, HEAOTEMNA i My>XXe HEeTMeBHA 0coda,—
BiB Jajli HE3BOPYLIHWI, HEeBOJaraHHUM rosoc.

Mic Enapro Bcs 3ilynwaacs Mmifl TUM MUWIbLHUM I10-
TJIAIOM.

— ... noMununacs... Jla...pyire MeHi ue, — MUMpPH-
na Mic EHpapio.

— Illo s — HaxaOHe AiBYMCBHKO! — Oe3XaJabHO Beja
Jaii Mepi IonmiHc.

— 51 Gepy Bci cBoi ciioBa Hasal, — BUAOyLIMIA 3 cebe
Mic Enmpro. — Bci mo omHoro. TibkM mycTiTh MeEHe.
Binbluie g Hiyoro He npouy. — BoHa 3amoMuia pyku i
omaranpHo Brynmwiacs B Mepi Ilonninc. — S He MOXy
TyT OyTH, — TipowienoTisia BoHa. — Hi, Hi! Tineku He TyT!
bnaraio, mycTith MeHe!

Mepi [lonniHc moGpy XBUIWHY 3aAyMJIMBO OWBUJIA-
cg Ha Hel. Tomi MaxHyja pyKorwo KyIMCb IMTOB3 OTOpPOXY
bynuuky Homep CiMHagusiThb.

— InmiTe co6i! — ckazana BoHa.

Mic EHapio moJjierimeHo 3iTxHyina.

— Ox, nsakyo! JsKylo! — CKpuKHyJia BOHA 1, HE CIy-
ckaloumn 3 Mepi [lonnmiHc oueii, mo3aakyBajia 3 CXiIUiB,
a MOTIM MOBEpPHyJIacsd i, CMOTUKAIUYUCh, KMHYJACh HO-
PiXKOIO 1O XBIPTKH.

TakcucT, 10 D0Ci BUTATAB 3 MalIMHU pedi Mic EHa-
plo, SIKpa3 TOMi 3aBiB MOTOp i MaB Y€ PYLUMTH.

— Mic Enapio maxHyna oMy TPEMTSYOIO PYKOIO.

— [TocTpuBaiite! — cymopoxHo rykHysa BoHa. — [lo-
yexaiTe MeHe! S mam BaM gecsiTh WIWIIHTIB Ha 4ail, sIK-
1[0 BM 3apa3 XX€ MEHeE BiIBe3eTe.

Hlogep BUTPILLMB HA Hel Oui.

— IlpaBmy Bam kaxy! — He BraBaja Mic EHuapio. —
Ocb! — BoHa raps;iukoBo mnmomauajiia B KullueHi. — Ock
rpouui. bepite — i pywaiimo!
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Bce uwie tpeMTtsauu, Mic EHzapio Bni3na B MauiuHy i
TYTIHY/IaCh Ha CUJIiHHS.

Takcuct, goci e 3 po33gBIeHUM 3 JUBa POTOM, 3a-
XPSICHYB 3a HEIO JBEpLIATA.

A caM KBaruIMBO KMHYBCS 3aHOCUTH B MaIlIMHY pedi
Mmic Enapio. Po6eptcon Eif ycTur 3acHYTM Ha Kyni Bai3,
aJie TAKCUCT, 100 HE rasATucs HOBILUEC, HE OYAMB ioro, a
MPOCTO CTATHYB Ha y30iu4s AOPIXKKM i IBUAKO MOBKJIA-
JIaB yce caM.

— 3IaeTncd, TiToukKa cxubOHynacs! 3poay-BiKy He Oa-
YHUB KOTOCb OTaKOIO IpHUrojioMuieHoro! 3poay-Biky!

AJle 110 X caMe TiTOYKY TaK IpUTOJIOMLIWIIO, TaK-
CUCT HE 3HaB i Hi3alllo He 3horagaBcsl O, SKOM HaBiTh
TIPOXXMB Ha CBITi LIUIy COTHIO POKIiB...

— A ne mic EHapio? — 3amurana Micic beHkc, mo
BUOIra 1WyKaTy rocTIO aX Y MEePearnoKii.

— Iloixama, — ckazaB Maixi.

— JSk-to — mnoixama? — Micic BbeHKC cTpaueHHO
3MUBYBAJIaCs.

— Hy, He cxorina 3anMimuTHCcs, — cKasana JXeiH.

Micic BeHkc crmoxmypHina.

— 1o uwe Bce o3Hayae, Mepi IMomnmiHc? — cniurana
BOHa.

— CaMma He 3Haio, — BianoBiia Mepi IlonmiHc He3Bo-
PYILIHO, TaK Haye Bce LI il aHICKUIbKM He LikaBuio. BoHa
nepeBesia MOy Ha CBOIO HOBY O/Ty3Ky i po3riaguia ii.

Micic beHKc nmoguBWiIacsg Ha BCiX MO 4ep3i # NMOXU-
Tajia roJIOBOIO.

— Ile Bce myxe nuBHO! S mpocTo HiYoro He 36arHy!

CaMe Tiel MUTI XBipTKa BiTUMHWIACA i, TUXO A3€HBK-
HYBILIM, 3a4UHUJIACS 3HOBY.

JopiXKol0 HaBUIMUHBOYKHU imoB Mictep benkc. BiH
Hepillyye 3aBMEp Ha OJHii HO3i, MOGAYNBLIM iX YCiX.

— Hy wo? Ilpuixana? — cnutaB BiH HEPBOBUM IyY-
HUM IIETIOTOM.
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— [Ipuixana i moixama, — cKa3ajia Micic beHkc.

Mictep BeHKc 3aKkaM’siHiB 3 HECTIOMiBaHKHU.

— Iloixana? ToGTo sIK — 30BciM moixana?

Micic beHKC CTBEpAHO KMBHYJIAa FOJIOBOIO.

— O pagicte, SIKa X palicTe! — CKpUKHYB MicCTep
BeHKC i, miaXOonuBILIM pyKaMu MOJHU IUIallia, MpoCcTO MO-
cepen MOPiKKM TlIOB TAHUIOBATH IIOTIAHACHKUM Ta-
HOK. Ta panToM BiH 3yTIMHMBCS.

— Ane ak? Konmn? Yomy? — 3acunaB BiH.

— IMoitHo. B Takci. Yepes te, 110 miTH Oyau 3 HEl
HEYEMHi, Tak MeHi 3naeTbcsi. BoHa MeHi Ha HuX ckap-
xwuiacs. Hiyoro iHmoro MeHi NMpocTo # Ha IyMKy HeE
cnagae. A Bam, Mepi [Tonminc?

— Hi, maHi, MeHi TakoX Hi, — cka3ayia Mepi [lommiiHc,
e CTapaHHO CTPYIIYIOUM MOPOILLIMHKU B ceOe 3 OIy3KH.

Mictep beHkc obepHyBcs mo xeiH 3 MalikioM:

— Bu Oynu HeueMHi 3 Mic EHnmpro? 3 MoO€10 rysep-
HaHTKow? 3 wielo craBHOWO 6abycelo? MeHi copoM 3a
Bac, NMpocTo copom!

BiH roBopuB CyBOpO, ajie B O4Yax y HbOro OJIMCKaIH
CMiXOTJIMBI iCKODKHU.

— Takuit yxe s HELIaCHUi, — BiB BiH HaJi, 3aKJIaB-
UM pYKM B KULIeHI. — OTakK IeHb NMpU JHIi Mpanioio, MOB
KaTOPXHMIA, 11100 BHUXOBATH Bac SIK CJid, i AKYy X Malo
Bin Bac IaKy? HeueMmnuicte mo Mic Engapio! TI'ann6a!
OOypnuBo! S mpocTo HE 3HAI0, UM 3MOXY KOJU-HEOYOb
BaM Take IpoOadyuTu. AJjie... — Ka3aB BiH Hajli, BAKHSB-
LK 3 KMIIEHb JBa IECTAMEHCOBUKM | BPOUMCTO MPOCTSI-
ralouu ix mitam, — ajge s crapatumych. CTapaTuMycs 3
yciei cum!

BiH, cMmiouucek, ogBepHyBCSl HabiK.

— O! — BUTYKHYB BiH, CIITKHYBIWIMCH OO0 NTALIMHY
KIITKy. — A 1€ 3BiIKM TYT y3stnocsa? Yus BoHa?

Hxeitn 3 MaiiknoMm i Mepi [lonmiHc MoBYasu.
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— Hy mapma, — ckasaB mictep benkc. — Temep BoHa
Mos1. A moctaBmo ii B canKy. Hexait mueTeTbcs maxyumi
TOPOLIOK.

— | BiH momaBcs TyoM 3 KJITKOIO B pyKax, IpeBece-
JIO HACTIiBYIOYM.

KYJIbKA KYJbLI HE PiBHA

— Mepi IomnmiHe, — ckasaja OIHOTO PaHKy Micic
benxc, Boiraioun mo JuUTsa40i, — UM He 3HAMAETHCA Y Bac
yacy meuo KymuTu?

I BoHa ynmecnuBo ¥ 3apa3oM Hepilllyye BCMiXHyJacs,
TaK Haye He Oysa OyXe MEBHA, 1O JiCTaHE 3romy.

Mepi IlonmiHc o6GepHymacs OO TOCMONWHI Bil
KaMiHa, & caMe Trpila CYKeHOYKY HalMEHLIEHBKOTO
IiByatka AHHaOeyi. Maja HeJaBHO HapoaMWiIacs.

— Moxe, ¥ 3HalineTbcs1, — novyana Mepi [lonrmiHc He
IyXe 100’ 3HO.

— Ox, po3yMilo, — cka3aia Micic beHKc 1e Hepilny-
yile, HDX Mepex THUM.

— A Moxe, W He 3HaimeThcs, — cKiHUMIa Mepi
[TonmiHc, cTapaHHO CTPIMHYBUWIM BOBHSIHY KYPTOUYKY #
BILLIAIOYM i HA IpaTKM KaMiHa.

— Hy, fKuo 3HaiIeThess, TO OCh CIUCOK i OCh BaM
(yHT cTephniHriB. I, KO JMIINUTBCS 34a4a, MOXETe IOo-
TPaTHUTH.

Micic beHkc moknaia rpouli Ha Kpa€uokK KOMoza.

Mepi [TonmiHc He ckasana Hiyoro. BoHa Tinbku 3a-
comnina.

— Ox, e oxgHe! — 3ragana Mmicic benkc. — bansHsg-
TaM OOBeAeThbCsl ChoromHi Mth mimku, Mepi [lonmiHc.
Po6eprcon Eit ypanui ciB y Bizok. IlomymaB, mo To
kpicio. Ternep Bi3ok Tpeba marogutu. Ym BH 3MOXeTe
6e3 Hboro... | 3 AHHabGen Ha pykax?

Mepi [lonmiHc po3Tynuna i Bigpa3y X 3HOB CTYJIHIIA
poTa.
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— 51, — nmpoMmoBMJIa BOHA rocTpo, — 3MOXY BCE L0
3aBroHO M HaBiThb OinbllIE, KOMU CXOUY.

— ... 1 3Ha10! — cka3ana Micic beHkc, 6okoM mocy-
BalOYMCh A0 aBepeil. — Bu rmpocro ckapb... mpocrto
pinKicCHMA ckap0... YyHOBMM i HE3PIBHSHHMUA [UIS BCiX
npukiaan... — KiHusg He 6yno yyTHo, 60 BOHAa J0Ka3yBa-
Jla ¥oro BXe Ha CXomax.

— | Bce-TakH... Bce-TakHu... iHOAI MEHi XO4YEThCH, 1100
BOHa He Oyna Takol Oe3moraHHowo! — ckaszajia Micic
beHkc no noprpera CBO€i npadadyci, CTUpaouu Mopox y
BiTaJibHi. — 3 HEIO 51 pobJilocs Haue Mana, QypHa JUTH-
Ha. A s He nuTHHA! — Micic BeHkc TpycHyJsa rojioBoio i
3MaxHyjla nopox 3 psOEHbKOI KOPOBH, WO CTOSJIa HaA
KaMiHi. — S TyT He abuxTo, 1 — MaTH I1’9ThoX aitei! Och
Mpo 1110 BOHa 3a0yBae!

[ Micic Benkc nani pobuna cBoe Aino, AyMalouy Mpo
BCe Te, 1o O BOHa xoTisia BUKa3aTu Mepi [lonmniHc, xou
cama goOpe 3Haja, 110 HIKOJM Ha Take HE 3BaXXMTHCS.

Mepi [lonniHc nokana cnucox i YHT CTEPIiHTIB Y
CYMOYKY, i HE MHHYJIO ¥ XBWUJIMHM, SIK BOHA, MPULUIHK-
JIMBIUM HA TOJIOBI KanesouloK, KBaIUIMBO BUMIIA 3 J0-
My 3 AHHaben Ha pykax. xeiH 3 MakiknoMm Oiriu mno-
3any. Bouu tpumanu 3a pyku BauM3HAT i skoMora cui-
KyBaJiMcsl He BiacTtaBaty Biad Mepi [TomnniHc.

— BopywiTbcs Beceniul, Oyab nacka! — migoxoTuia
BOHA, OOEPHYBIUMCH i CyBOPO TJISSHYBILUW Ha HUX.

BoHu nomanu XomwM i L€ LIBUALLE NOTIAMIM 32 COO0I0
OGimonauwiHuX BAM3HSAT, 30BCiM HE 3BaXaruyu Ha T, LIO
Horu [xoHa ¥ bapbapu nemxse 4yoBrajiv mo TpoTyapy, a
pYKu Maio He ypuBamuch. JkeiH i3 MaiikiioM nymanu
TiNbKY Tpo Te, o6 He Bixbutucs Bim Mepi [Nonniuc i
NMobGayMTH, 110 X BOHA 3pOOMTH i3 3dau€lo, sIKa 3aJIM-
LUMTHCS BiJ (DyHTa CTEPJIiHTIB.

— JlBa nNakKyHKM CBi4OK, 4YOTHpH (QYHTH pucCy,
TPU — LYKpPY IIiCKy ¥ WIiCTb — LYKPOBOi NYApPH, HBi
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ONSIIaHKU TOMATY i LIITOYKY IUISI KaMiHa, TYMOBi py-
KaBUYKHM, MiBCTOBITYMKA CYprydy, MakyHOK OOpOIIIHa,
3aMaJIbHUYKY, OBI KOPOOKM CiIpHHUKiB, HOBIi TOJOBKH
LUBITHOI KamyCTU i B’A3KYy pEBEHIO! — BUYHUTYyBaJa 3i
ciucky Mepi IlonmiHc y mepuriii XXe KpaMHMII 3a
[Tapkom.

[TponaBeup, rinagkuii, JUCHUI i 3acmaHWit, MHUTTIO
B35IBCSI BCE 3aIMCYBaTH.

— [lakyHOK T'YMOBHMX pPYKaBHYOK, — ITpPOKa3aB BiH,
30Majly CIMHSAYU HE TOM KiHelb OJiBLUS-HEIOTPU3Ka.

— bopomHa, a1 ckasana! — rocrpo Haragajsa Mepi
[TomnmiHc.

[lponaBelb MOYEPBOHIB, SIK Xap.

— Ox, npo6aure! A He xoTiB, moBipre. YynoBuit cbo-
rofiHi AeHb, ere X? [Momunuscs, 6yBae. To makyHOK ry...
GopourHa.

BiH nmoxamuem 3amucaB 1ie i MOBiB JaJli:

— JIBi KOpOOKH IITOYOK ST KaMiHa...

— Cipnukis! — npouiguna Mepi ITonmniHc.

Y nponaBus OpiOHO 3aTPEMTIIM PYKH.

— Ox, Hy 3BUvYaiiHO X... Lle Bce oueit omiBelb — Tak
i crpubae, 106 3anmucatu He Te. JloBEAETbCSA KYMIUTH HO-
BUH. 3BUUaNHO, CipHUKIB! | 1€, BM cKa3aiu...

BiH mBMAKO MiABiB O4i i Bipa3y 3HOBY BTYIIMBCS B
HEOTPU30K OJIiBLISA.

Mepi ITonmiHc po3ropHysa mamipeupb i HeTepIuisTye
MpOYHUTaNia BCE CIIOYaTKYy.

— JlyXe MEHi NMpHMKpo, — CKa3aB IpOAaBEllb, KOJIHU
BOHA CKiHYMJIAa, — aJie peBEeHI0 HeMae. Moxe, Bi3bMeETe
CYHIEHHUX CJIUB?

— 3BuMyanHo, Hi. [TakyHOK Tamioxu.

— Ox, Hi, Mepi [lomnmniHc, He Tpeba Ttanioku! Mu X
il 1M MMHYJIOrO THXHS! — BTpyTUBCS Maiiko.

BoHa TUIbKM TOMIsIHYNa — creplly Ha HbOro, a
MOTiM Ha MpoaaBus — i 00MaBa 3pO3yMisiM, 1O HAPEMHi
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crnomiBaHHs: Tamioka Oyme. IlpomaBeub, MOYEpPBOHIBLIN
LIe OyX4e, MoAaBCs MO Hel.

— HiyoriciHbKO He 3aJIMUINTBCSI, SIK BOHa CTUIBKH
BCbOTO HAaKYMOBYE, — CTHUXa cKasana [KeiH, ouBIs-
YHUCb, K YC€ BHUILAE rOpa Ha IMPWIABKY.

— Moxe, TMIIMTBCA Ha KOPOOOUKY JIbOASTHUKIB Ta i
rodi, — mMoxMypo o3BaBcsl Maiiki, 3upkawoum, sk Mepi
[TormiHc BUTATAE 3 CYMOYKHM (DYHT CTEPJIiHTIB.

— [saKyro, — cKasajia BOHa, KOJIM MPoaaBelb MPOCTSIT
i1 3mayvy.

— Bam cnacubi, — NMpoOMOBMB BiH YE€MHO, 3inep-
IIMCh pyKaMM Ha TPUJIaBOK 1 BCMiXalOUMCh, Ha HOro
OYMKy, n00’s3H0. — A HagBOpi X rapHo, npaspa? —
IOBiB BiH [gaji, Tak, HayeOTO Lle caMe BiH IMom0aB,
wo6 HamBOpi 3pOoOUIIOCS OTaK rapHO — 3yMHCHE IS
Hel.

— Houxy Tpeba! — Biamnosina Mepi [lonmnidc i 3aMK-
HyJia BODHOYAC poTa i CYMOYKY.

— ATOX, aTOX, — MiAXOITMB IPOJaBElb, OOSTYUCH, 100
BOHa 4YacoM He obpasunacs. — oul — To mpueMHa piy!

— He nyxe-Tto! — Bigpy6ana Mepi [lomnriHc, 3py4Hi-
e BMolyloYM AHHaben y cebe Ha pykax.

Y npomaBus nepecMUKHYIOCT o0anyysi. Xo4 110 BiH
Ka3aB, yce Oyn1o He JO0 namdy.

[agaro, — 03BaBCS BiH 32 MMTb, BBiWIMBO BIOIYMHUB-
LIV TIEpeN Helo ABepi, — L0 BM L€ 3aBiTa€ETe NO HAC.

— Bygaitte 3mopoBi! — kuHyna Mepi [lomnmiHc yXxe 3a
aBepuMma.

[Tponasenp 3iTXHYB.

— IMocTpuBaiite, — cka3aB BiH g0 JIXeiH i Malikna,
KBaIrUIMBO TNOPIMAIOYMCh y SUMKYy Oinsa nBepeid. — Ocp
Bi3bMiTb. Sl ¥ He aymaB Hikoro oOpasutH, mnosipre. A
XOTiB SIK Kpallle.

JiTh mpocTArIM pykH, i BiH mokJyiaB MaiikioBi Ha
JONOHIO TpH, a JXeHH ABI LIOKONagHI LYKePKH.
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[To mykepui BaM o00OM i THM ABOM MEHILUUM, a Of-
HY,— BiH KMBHYB rojioBolo ycixin Mepi [lonminc, — iit!

BoHM monsKyBasid i KUHYJMCh HaB3IOriH 3a Mepi
[MonmiHC, CMOKYYYM LYKEPKH.

— Ilo ue Bu TaM icre? — cnutana Mepi IlonmiHc,
ITISHYBIUM Ha MaitkiioBi BUMallEHi IOKOJAAOM IyOou.

. — Loxonanxu. [Ipoxaseus HaM HaB yCiM 1O OIHiit.
I BaM omHy. — BiH mpocTar i OCTaHHIO LIYKEPKY, BXE
J00pe JTUIKY.

— bauynmm take HaxaOcTBo? — ckasama Mepi Ilomn-
NMiHC, ajieé IYKEpKy B3sia i 3’ima oapasy — 34anocs
HaBiTh, 110 BOHA iifi HeabMsAK CMaKyBaJa.

— A 3mayi 6araTo JUIIKIOCA? — 3aHENOKOEHO CIU-
taB Maiki.

— CrinbKH, K TpeOa.

BoHa MeTHyMacs 0 anTeku i BHLILIA 3BiOTH 3 Opy-
CKOM MMJIa, CTOCMKOM TipYMYHHMKIB i TIOOMKOM 3yOHOI
MAaCTH.

HdxeitH i Maiikir, 110 THM 4acoM cTosiu 3 bim3Hs-
TaMM, MOOAYMBINK 1€, TSIXKKO 3iTXHYIH.

Termep BOHM BX€ HamNeBHE 3HaMM, 10 QYHT
CTEpJIIHIiB YBECHh PO3TaHYB.

— Xiba, Moxe, JTMIIUIIOCS Ha OJHY MapKy, ajie Lo B
Hiif wikaBoro! — ckasana JIxeiiH.

— A tentep no micrepa Tinma! — posnopsinunacss Me-
pi IlommiHc, BMMaxyioyuM CYMOYKOIO B ONHii pyui, a
JIPYTOIO0 MillHO TpUMaloun AHHabern.

— O, a 110 X HaM y HbOro KyInyBaTH? — po3MawIMBO
ckasaB Maiiki, 60 B ramMaHui B Mepi IlonniHc BXxe He
IyXe-To OpsKyalo.

— JBi 3 MOJOBMHOIO TOHHU BYTLLISI, — MPOMOBMJIA
BOHA, IMOCIIiILIA0YU BIEPEI.

— A mMoyoMy OfHa TOHHa?

— Ilo nBa pyHTH cTepiiHriB.

— Auie X, Mepi [Tonninc! ¥V Hac HemMa CTiIbKM rpoiuei!
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— Mmu #oro Bi3bMEMO B KpPEIMuT.

H>xeitH i MaiikioBi Bpa3 noJierimano. BoHu ax 3act-
pubasiv nopy4y Hei. JxXOH i3 bap6apoio mnotsarnucey 3a
HUMM.

— | Bxe Bce? — crutaB MaitkJ1, KOJIM BOHM LIAaCiy-
BO BinOynu mictepa Tinmna.

— Konoutepcoka! — ckazana Mepi Ilonminc, 3arns-
HYBIIX B CIIMCOK, i MipHyna B TeMHi aBepi. Kpi3b BikHO
BOHM OaunyiM, SIK BOHA BKasajga Ha KyIly MMIOAJIeBOro
neyusa. [lponaBeus noaas i BENMKHIA MaKyHOK.

— | B mecarok He BOepelwn! — 3axypwnacs JIXeiH.

iHWwMM pasoM BoHM 6 XTO3Ha-fIK 3pamiiu, Mo6ayus-
UM Te MEYMBO B KpAaMHHLi, Ta CHOrOAHiI IM XOTiIOCH,
106 ¥oro B3arajii Ha CBiTi He Oyo.

— A Tenep Kyau? — cniutaB Maiiki, 3 HETePIUISTYKHA
CKayyyd 3 HOTH Ha HOry, — TaK MOMY KOpPTiJIO JoBima-
TUCb, UM JIMILWIOCS XOUY TpOXM rpouieii. BiH, 3BuyaiiHo,
OyB IEeBHWIA, LLIO € TaM, a BCe-TaKH CIIOdiBaBCs: MOXE...

— HonoMmy, — ckazana Mepi [lonminc.

HxeiH 3 Maiikiom 30BciM 3iB’sii. Buxomurtb, Ha-
BiTh HELLACHOTO IMEeHHI He 3aJIMIIKI0CS, 60 BOHa O LI0Ch
iM KynuJa... Aje sIKOCh 00i3BaTUCh BOHH HE HaBaXXWJIU-
¢l — He Take Oyno B Mepi [lonniHc o6auuys. INputk-
HYBLUA MaKyHOK 3 MEYMBOM Ha rpyaM AHHaben, BOHa
Muwma nonepeny. JxeiH 3 MalkioM iuaM W MOBYKH
AyMaJI4 Mpo Te, SIK BOHA iX TipKO MiIBesa i 10 BOHHU i
LIbOTO HiKOJM He MOJapyIOTh.

— JonoMy x He crogu! — panTom mpoOypuas Maiiki,
HAaBMHMCHE SIKOMOTa Jy>Ku€ YOBralouy HOramu Io TpoTyapy.

— Buxoautb, Ham pomoMy Bxe He uepe3 Ilapk, uu
sIK, UiKaBO MEHi 3HaTH? — THiBHO 00epHyJacs 40 HbOTO
Mepi IlonmniHc.

— Yepe3s INlapk, TiIbKH...

— A yepe3 [lapk monoMy He ogHa nopora! — ypBajia BO-
Ha i 3aBepHyJia KyIMCh TyOM, A€ BOHU 1€ HiKOJIU He OyNH.
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Temnno rpinio conue. Bucoki mepeBa yepkamncs BiT-
TSAM OTOPOXi W ILEJIECTiIM JUCTAM. Yropi Ha rinui aBa
ropobui Gwincs 3a conoMuHy. Ha xam’siHy GamocTpamy
BUCTPUOHYNa Oinka i, CiBIUM Ha 3a[Hi JIalTKH, cTajia Mpo-
CUTH TOpiXiB.

AJte cborogHi yce ue He Tiinno IxeitH 3 Maiikiom.
IM 6yno no Bcporo GaitmyxiciHbko. BoHM Kymany Tinbku
nmpo Te, mwo Mepi IlonmiHc BuTparmna Bechb (QYHT
CTEpJIIHTiB Ha Ka3Ha-110, He 3aJUIUMBIIM HIiYOrOo Ha
L[OCh ITyTHE.

[ToromneHi # po3yapoBaHi, BOHM TMOTIONAIHA OO0 BH-
Xoay 3 Mapky.

Lliei Opamu nOitm Hikoan He Oauunu. Ham Hero
3mifiMaliacsl BUCOKa KaM'siHa apka. [IperapHo o3mobieHa
G6apenbedamu JieBa i €emTMHOpora. A TMiA apKomo cuiiia
crapa-cTapeHHa 06alycsi 3 TEMHHMM, SIK CaM KaMiHb, 00-
JNYYSIM, TAKMM 3MOPIIKYBaTHM, SIK ropix. Ha ii cyxeHs-
KHX CTapeyMXx KOJliHax OyJi0 JE€YKO 3 YUMOCHh CXOXHM Ha
0apBHUCTi CTHOXKM FYMM, a HaJ roOJOBOIO B HEi, Mil[HO
npuB’sizaHa 1o [lapkoBoi oropoxi, roimanacs i miacka-
KyBaJia LiiJ1a B’si3Ka HaXYBHUX KYJIbOK.

— Kynpkn! Kynekn! — 3akpuvana [I>)ke#iH i, BACMHK-
HYBIUM CBOIO PYKY 3 JUNMKHUX MaJbYMKiB [3KOHA, KHMHY-
naca no babGyci. Mailkin 3 miICKOKOM IOmaBcsl 3a HElo,
TIOKMHYBIUK Maty bap6apy Hampu3Bosiie cepell TPOTy-
apy.

— Hy, ™Moi mucknsaTroHska! — ckazana babycsa 3
KynbkamMy cTapeyuM XpHUNIKYBaTUM TOJIOCOM. — SIKy
Bam? Bubupaiite! Ta He kBantecsi! — BoHa Haxuimunacs
Briepel i MOTPYCHIa Tieped JiTbMU CBOIM JEYKOM.

— MH TinbKn nmoguBuUMOCH! — nosigoMmwia JIxeiH. —
Y Hac HeMae€ rpoiueit.

— E-e-e, sIka BaM pafiCTh TUIBKU AUBUTUCH HA KYJb-
Ky? KyneKy Tpeba B3SITHU B pyKH, OOMaraTi, nepesBipuTi!
A TO — TinbKU noauBUTHCS? SIKa BaM 3 TOrO KOPUCTb?

203



) 'y KA
H A,,///f

hil N ’Z/&;M/n/’/
tp ]

'Q ; bﬁé
" '1
(‘\/ 7
AV 1

/

||‘

D\ z;wg /
v, 80 i

)
\ f] 'ﬂl‘ll'i‘;‘l‘i

A




I'onoc baGycuH panToBO 371aMaBCsi, MOBOM, TPiCHYB-
1M, 3racia ickpa. CrapeHbKa MOXUTHY/NIACh Ha CBOEMY
CTIJIBYMKY.

HxeiH 3 MaiikioM 6e3rnopagHO IMBUIIUCH Ha HEN.
BoHu 3Hanw, ii npaBga. Ta 1o X BOHU MOIJIM BIiSITU?

— Konu g 6yna manenska, — nosena gari babycs, —
OTOMIi-TO JIIOAM PO3YyMiNIMCS Ha KyJjbkKax. BoHu O6panu iXx,
ere X, Ta sk Opasn! BoHM HE XOmWIM TiIbKM NOIUBU-
TiCch. 2KomHa DMTHHA HEe Mpoxoguia B 1o Opamy Oe3
KYJIbKH B pyli. Bonu 6 He 3BaXunucs Tak obpa3utu ba-
oycio 3 KynpkamMu — npuiiTi, 1100 TiJIbKM MOIMBUTHCH!

Bona nimBena rosioBy i TNOMIsSHYylIa Ha OapBUCTY
B’SI3Ky Hall c000I0.

— Ox BM X Moi Jo0i-MuJti! — rykHysa BoHa 10 KYJb-
oK yropi. — Tenep HiXTo Hi4OTrO B BaC He TAMUTb, HiXTO,
KpiM MeHe, ctapoi. Hema Tenep Ha Bac momu. Hixomy
BM He MOTpiOHi!

— Ham pyxe nmnotpibHa KynabKa, — 3anepeyuB
Maiikn.— Tinbku B Hac Hemae rpoiueit. BoHa Butpa-
THJIA LiTiCiHbKUI GYHT CTEpJIiHTiB...

— XTO 1LIe — «BOHa»? — MOYYJIOCS Hal CaMiCiHbKUM
WOT0 BYXOM.

BiH o0epHyBCs i 3pOOMBCSI BECh YEPBOHMIA.

— 41 xoTiB CKa3aTH... e-e-€... 10 BU e-€... — MOoYaB
Maiikn, 3aHUKYIOUHCh.

— Bucnopnoiica nMpo cTapluux BBIWIMBO! — ypBaja
Mepi TlonmiHc i, IPOCTATIIM PYKy 4epe3 WMOro mieye,
noxsnaja 6abyci Ha Ieyko MiBKPOHH.

Maiikn BUTpilIMBCS Ha OIMCKYyYy MOHETY, 1O JieXa-
Jla cepell KyIKM TYMOBHMX KJIalTHKIB.

— To, BUXOOMTB, 30a4a TaKW JIMUIWIACA? — MPOMO-
puna JIXeiH, KalOyMCh, LIO TaK cepauyiach Ha Mepi
[lonmiHc.

babycuHi oui 3a0mu1iaaK, BOHA XXBaBO BXOIMMJIA MO-
HETKY 3 JeyKa i JOBreHbKO JUBUJIACh Ha Hei.
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— A OJHMCKy4Ya X Ta SICHa! — BUTYKHYJIa CTapeHbKa. —
Taxkoi s He 6aumia, Binkoau 6yna IMTHHOIO. — BoHa Ha-
craBwia rojoBy mo Mepi IlonmiHc. — Xodewr KysbkKy,
MO€E CepIeHBKO?

— Konu Bama jacka, — CTpalli€HHO BBiWIMBO CKa3a-
na Mepi [TonmiHc.

— A CKiNbKHM X TOOi maTH, ICOYKO MOSI, ra, CKiIbKI?

— Yorupn!

HxeitH 3 MaiikjioM, He TAMJISTYMCH 3 PafollliB, Tak i
obBmnce Kpyr Mepi IlonmiHc.

— Ox, Mepi IlonmniHnc, cnpasai yorupu? YciMm Io
Kynbui? Cnpapai-npecrnpasmi?

— 3maeThcsa, S HIKOJM He KUOAlo CJiB Ha Bitep, —
sropaa moBwia Mepi IlonmiHc, ajie BugHO Oyno, 110 BO-
Ha OH fIKa 3aJ0BOJIEHA.

HiTH MeTHynucst OO Hedka i B3SJINCh TNEepeKMOaTH
0apBHUCTi TYMOBi KJIQIITUKU.

babycss BKMHyNa CcpiOHY MOHETY B KHIUEHIO Ha
CYKHi.

— Otynom tebe! — 3nmereHbKa JISICHY/Ja BOHA IO KH-
LLIEHI PyKOIO i 3axogwsiacs AOINOMaraT OiTsaM.

— I'nspite, MOl MMCKIIATOHbKA! — MTPUMOBJISJIa BOHA.—
3HaiiTe: KynbKa KyJblli He PiBHSI, KOXHE IIyKaii CBoio!
Bubupaiite X gK cinia, He kBantecsd. He omuH Tyt yxe Bu-
OpaB cobi He Ty KYJIBKY i JOBiKy OYB He3aJ0BOJIEHHUIA.

— 4 Bi3pMy omuo! — 3asaBuB Maliki, BUOpaBILM XOB-
Ty 3 YEpBOHMUMH UATOUKAMH.

— AHY X 4 11 HaaOMy, TOOi ¥ mobayuil, Yu K CIix TH
BuOpaB! — cka3ana babycs.

BoHa B3s/1a B HHOTO KYJIBKY ¥ TIJIBKH pa3 IMYXHYJIa.
Ilyd! 1 Bce! [Tpocro He Bipmocs, 1o Taka yria babycs
Majnia B co0i cTinibku nyxy! 2KoBTra KyJist 3 JIESTKUMHU 4Yep-
BOHUMHU ISITKaMHU 3aKOJIMBAJIacs Ha HMTLI.

— O, musitecst! — BpakeHO 3akpuyaB Maiika. — Ha
Hift HanucaHe Mo€ iM’s!
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[ cnpasni, yepBOHi USATOYKM Ha KYJIbLli BHSBHJINCEH
Jirepamu, ski cknanucsa B cnosa: MAMKJI BEHKC.

— A 6au! — 3axuxorinia babycs. — o s kazana? Tu
He KBaruBcs, TO il BUOpaB SIK ciif!

— A s, nonuBiTecst! — cnutana HdXeWH, MPOCTATHYB-
1M CTApEHBbKIN CHUHIO KYJIbKY.

babycst 3HOB IMyxHy/a, i BMUTh MEpen OYMMa B yCiX
3’s1BUNIaCAd 3I0POBEHHA, CUMHS, Haue riodyc, Kyis, a Ha
Hil BEeJIUKUMHU OiMMM JiTepaMu OyJa0 HamMCaHO:
JXXEWH KEPOJIAMH BEHKC.

— Lle TBo€e iM’s1 Most rostyOoHbKO? — crivtana babycs.

JXeWH CTBEpAHO KMBHYJIa FOJIOBOIO.

babycst 3HOBY HULLKOM 3acMisiiacsi — TUXEHBKO, T10-
CTapeuoMy 3axMXOTijia, KOAM M Us KyJibKa 3arorganacs
Ha HUTOYUI B pyKax y JlxeiH.

— MeHni! MeHi! — kpuuanu JxoH i3 bap6apoto, myx-
KMMU pyUYEHSITAMMU TIOPIAIOYKCh Y JICUKY.

JXOH BUTAT poxeBy, i, HagyBwH ii, babycst BooBo-
JIeHo ycMixHynacs. Yepes ycio KyJabKy MOBUJIMCH CIOBA:
JXKOHOBI 1 BAPBAPI BEHKC — OOHA HA IBOX,
TOMY WO BOHHU — BJIM3HATA.

— Cnayxaiite, — ckaszana [xeiH. — Sl Hiyoro He po-
3yMito. SIk BM Hac 3HaeTe? Bu X Hikonu Hac He Gaunan!

— Ox, Mos ronyObOHbKO, a Xiba X s He Kasaja, Lo
KyJbKa KyJabLi HEe piBHS, a Wi i 30BCiM HE3BUYaMHI?

— AJle X L€ BM MOHAaNKWCYBAIM Ha HHUX, AK Hac
3BYTb? — NOMUTYBaBCs Maik.

— $1? — 3axuxorina babycsa. — e tam!

— A xTO X TOmi?..

— CniuTait npo UIoCh iHlIe, Miit ronyooHbKy! i 3Hal0
TiJIbKM, L0 TaM L€ HanucaHo, ¥ Kpai! Y cBiTi KoXeH
Ma€ CBOIO KYJIbKY, abM JIMIL 3yMiB 1i 3HaNTH.

— 1 Mepi [lonniHc Mae?

babycst cxununa rosoBy Habik i momisiHyna Ha Mepi
[TonmniHc, SIKOCh AMBHO BCMiXalOYMCh.
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— Xa-HO caMa nepeBipuThb, — CKa3ajla BOHa, roia-
HYBILMCh Ha cTibli. — Hy X 060 1iykait, He kBarics!
Bubepu it mobayu!

Mepi MomnmiHc camoBmoBoneHo MupxHyna. Ii pyka
Ha MUTb 3aBMepJia Hal A€YKOM i3 KyJbKaMH, TOAi OIy-
cTuiach i B3sia OgHy — 4yepBOoHy. Mepi IlonmiHc BuU-
TArAa pyKy, i OiTM BpaXXeHO MOoO0ayuiau, 10 KyJbKa B
Hei Ha JOJIOHI HalMMa€EThCS caMa c00010, poOUTHCS e~
JOaii Oifiplua ¥ Oinblua, crae 3aBOUTBIIKY K Maiiki, Ta
H Ticas TOro e pocTe, aX MOKU pOOUTBHCS yTpHUUi
Oinpllia 3a HaWOINBIIY HaoyBHY KYJIBKY Ha CBITi.

A Ha Hiif 30JIOTUMH JliTepaMM HAIMCaHO OBOE CIIiB:
MEPI TIOITITIHC.

YepBoHa KynbKa Mmigckouyusna, a babycs Bxomwia ii,
NpUB’si3ajJla HUTKY i, CTUXEHBbKA 3aCMisIBLLINCH, ITOBEPHY-
na Mepi ITonmiHc.

Yotupu HagyBHi KYJbKH 3aroMaaiycs y MEpEXTIH-
BoMmy TIOBiTpi. BOoHM Tak 3acTpubanu B pykKax, MOB
XOTUTM BUPBATUCS 1 TMOJMHYTH Yy BiIbHEe Hebo. Bitep
MIXOMUB iX i 3aBepTiB Ha BCi O00KM — Bnepen i Ha3an, Ha
IMiBHiY i HA MiBOEeHb, HA CXil i Ha 3axi.

— Kynbka Kynplli He piBHA, MOi IMcKisitouka! st
KOXHOrO € CBOsI, a0M TiJIbKM BiH rapasa BuOpaB! — Bece-
Ji0 BUrykHyna baOycs.

Tiei muti mo Opamu mimiiwon JlitHit JdoOpomiit y
wiiHOpi. BiH moguBMBCA HOBKOJNA i BIJISAOIB HaAyBHI
KyJlbkM. PanToM miTm moGavyuiu, 1110 HMM TakK i MiAKHA-
Hyno. Bin ompa3sy meTHyBca g0 babyci 3 KyibKaMu.

— [loyiM BOHM? — BHUMOBMUB BiH, 3a0psiX4yaBLIU
TpillIMUA B KMIIEHI.

— Ilo ciM 3 MosoBMHOIO MeHCiB. Ta rapHEHBKO X BU-
Owupaiire!

Bin BuOpaB co06i 6pyHaTHY, i Konu baOycs Hagyna ii,
TO CTajlo BUIHO, HaMMCaHe 3€JIEHUMM Jitepamu: Buco-
kowaHoBHuit BIJIbSIM BE3EPIJIT YIIKIHC.
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— Mos HeHeuko! — cKpukHYB JliTHiii oOpomiii. —
Mosi HEHeYKoO, 1Ie X 1 i €!

— Jlobpe BHOMpaB, Miik rosyooHbky! — MoBuia ba-
Oycsi. — bo KynbKa Kysblli HE piBHSA.

JliTHiit HoOponiit yce mMBMBCSA Ta M OUBUBCS Ha
CBOIO KYJIBKY, 1O BECEJI0 BUCTpMOYBaJia HA HUTOMIII.

— JduBoBMXHO! — cKa3aB BiH HapewTi # TY4HO
WIMOPIrHYB HOCOM. — COpOK poKiB TOMY, KOJiH 51 OyB Ma-
JIMM XJIOIT’SIM, MEHi CXOTiJIOCS KYTIUTH COOi OTYT KYJIBKY.
Ta meHi He mo3ponwiu. CkKasaiu, 110 Ha KYJIbKKU HeMa
rpowe. Biaroni MMHyJIO COpOK pOKiB, i BeCh Lieil yac
ol KyJibKa yekaja Ha MeHe. [IpocTo nMBOBHXKHO!

I Bin mobir ymepen i BBirHaBcst B apky, 60 He 3BOOMB
oueit 3 KynbKu. | Bpas mith mobaumiu, K BiH 3 NiACKO-
KOM BillipBaBCsI Bill 3€MJIi i IOIUIMB y MOBITPI.

— Husitecst! TlomuBiThecsi! — rykHyB Maiika, 60
JlitHin HoOpomiii HeCTpMMHO 3diAMaBCsl IOTOpH, BCE
BMILLIEC ¥ BUILE.

AJte Tiei X MUTI MalikiioBa KyJibKa CilTHyJacsi, HUT-
Ka HaTAMIach; i BiH BiIYyB, SIK MOro HOTM BilipBaJKChb
Bill 3€MJIi. .

— Oro-ro! Oue tak! [ mos, i Mmost!

— Kyznbka Kynbli He piBHS, Miii roJlyOOHBKY! — CKa-
3ayia babycs i panToM 3HOBY 3aifliiacs CBOIM IJTyXyBa-
THUM CTapeyYrM CMIXOM — BOHa mobauyuia, sk biusHsTa,
BXOITMBILMCH YABOX 34 HUTOYKY OJHI€] KyJNbKH, MiICKO-
YMIIA W 3HSAJIMCS B TTOBITDA.

— | s mewy, i a! — 3aBepeluana xeitH, HecoaiBaHO
BillipBaBLUMCH Bill 3eMJIi.

— JomoMy, Oymp Jyiacka, — mpomoBwia Mepi [lom-
ITiHC.

YepBoHa KyJisi BMUTh LUYTHYJIA IOTOPH ¥ IOHECa 3a
co6oto Mepi [MTonminc. BoHa To cryckanacsi HUXue, TO
3HOB ITOpUBAJIAcs y BHCOYiHb 3 AHHa0es i Kyrnow mna-
KYHKiB Ha pykax. UepBOHa KyJif CTpiJIOlI0 MpOJETijia B
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OpaMy i1 3Hsaca Hag [lapkoBoio IOpiXKOIO, ajie HaBiTh
kamnenawowok Mepi IlonniHc He 30uBca Habik, Bosoccs
aHITPOXU He PO3KOILLUJIAJIOCS i HOTM TaK CaMO BIIEBHEHO
YepKaJaucs MOBITPsA, IK BOHU 3BUKJIM TOPKATHCS 3€MIIi.
Hxeitn 3 Maiixiiom i bau3HATa, miackakyiouu ¥ roitnma-
IOUMCh Y MOBITPi pa3oM i3 CBOIMM KyJIbKaMH, JIETLIU
CJIIIOM 32 HEIO.

— Ox, ox, ox! — rykana [IxxeiiH, BUXOpOM NpoJIiTalo-
YY MOHaI IJIaKy4yolo Bepbor. — Sk MeHi uymoBo!

— 51 Haye caMm yBechb i3 moBiTpsa! — rykaB Maiiki,
CTYKHYBIIMCh HOramu 06 [lapkoBy naBy i 3HOB 3[iMHSB-
wch yropy. — OTak TpebGa 3aBXIH NMOBEPTATUCA TOIOMY!

— 0-0-0! 1-i-i! — Bepewanu biau3HsATa, BEpTAYUCh HA
BCi O0KM, roMIalouymCh i MiACKaKYIOUM.

— AHy wBuaiue, Oyab Jlacka, He JliHyiTecs, — CKa-
3asia Mepi [lonniHc, CyBopo TISSHYBIUM Ha Hiteil yepes
Tieye, TaKk HiOM yCi BOHM CHOKIMHICIHBKO WIIUIH TO
3eMJIi, a He JIETUIM B MOBITPi HA HaAyYBHMX KYyJbKaXx.

Ocp BoHUM MUHYIM [TapkoBYy CTOpOXKY i MONETLIH
Han JIunoBoio aneelo. Jlithiit doOpomii nmigckakyBaB Ha
CBOIM KYJIbli TOTepeny.

Maiikn wWBHUIKO OOEpHYBCH i TJISHYB Hasal.

— JluBucs, JIxeiH, IMBUCH! — 3aKpHyaB BiH. — Yci 3
KyJ1bKamu!

Ixeitn ornaHynacsa. Binmmanik miTaB UiIMii TypT Jio-
nei 3 KyJbKaMH B pyKax.

— | Mopo3nBHHUK 3 KynbKOIO! — TrykHYna JxeiH, 3a-
IWBHMBLUKMCH TyOM i MAJIO HE HAIETIBIUM Ha CTaTylo.

— Ere, i Caxorpyc! O! A oH, nuBuch! To x mic XKaii-
BOpOH!

Han MopixkkoM roiinanacs 3HaifoMa IoCTaTth y Kare-
JOIIKY ¥ PYKaBHUYKaxX, TPMMAIOYMCh 32 HUTKY KYJbKU 3
Hammucom: JIOCIHIA EMIJI 2KAMBOPOH.

3a10BOJIEHO BCMiXalOUMCh, BOHA 3 TiIIHICTIO TIOKOJIMBA-
nace 10 Bep6oBoi asei i 3HMKia 3a [TapkoBuM (OHTaHOM.
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O wuiit mopi B [TapKy BxXe Oy/10 MOBHO JIIOAeH, i KOX-
HM, Y3SIBLUM OO PYK HaAyBHY KYJIbKY 3 BIACHUM iM’sIM,
3miiiMaBcs B MOBITPS.

— Aros, nonepenxy! Cnyxait Moio komanny! Hy, pa-
3om! Skip migHsTi! Jopory AmMipanosi! e miit moprt-
BeitH? Hy, ryprom, Hangarium! — 3aJlyHaB MOrYTHiH, 3a-
rapToBaHMH y MOPpi rojioc, i Bropi 3aKOoJjiMBaBcsi AoMipai
nmopyy i3 wicic Bbym. O6oe TpuMamuca 3a HHUTKY,
MPUB’SI3aHY JO BEJIMKOI OO0 Kyni, Ha sIKiii CUHIMM JIiTe-
paMM Oynu HamucaHi ixHi iMeHa. — Dok i 6i3aHs! Mo-
mockM i kpeBetku! Posnaiice, Mope! — rpumiB AnMipai,
CIIPUTHO MUHAIOYM BEJIMKOTO Iyda.

Y noBiTpi Ham [lapkoM Oyno BXe aX TIiCHO Bifg
mojen i3 KyJibkamMu. Maiixe Bce HeOO LIBiJIO BecesiKa-
MU 3 6apBUCTUX KYNbOK. [IXeiH 3 MaiKioM NMUIBHO
crexwin 3a Mepi [lonmiHc, siKka rOpAOBUTO MPOIUIM-
Bajia CBO€IO AOPOro0, i AKOMOra mocCHillaJii CHiIoM,
a 3a HUMM mnigckakyBaiu B moBiTpi IxoH i3 Bapba-
poio.

— O#t nuwensko! Oif nuiueHpKo! Mos Kynbka He
3nmitae! MabyTh, 1 Herapasm BUOpayial — Mo4yBCsl parToM
YUIACH TOJIOC IPOCTO Mijx JiikTeM Y JIKeitH.

YHM3y Ha [OopiXui cTosia CTApOMOOHO BOpaHa
XiHKa B KareJIOLIKy 3 nepoM i 6oa Ha wui. bing 1i Hir
Jexana c¢ioneroBa Kynbka 3 HamucoMm: I[IPEM’EP-
MIHICTP.

— IIlo MeHi pobutn? — Oiakanacsi BoHa. — baOycs
Oinsa apku ckasana MeHi: «BuOupait rapHEeHBKO, He
KBarics, roiyboHpkol» S Tak i 3pobuna. A BuOGpasa He
Ty KynbKy! Xi6a x s [IpeM’ep-MinicTp?

— Jlapyiite, ajie e caMe ! — 03BaBCs TOPSI YMIICh
roJioc, i 10 Hei MiACTYTIMB BUCOKH1, BUILYKaHO BOpaHMI
JDKEHTJIBMEH 13 MapacoJibKoIo.

KiHka obepHyacs.

— O, To ue Bama? A Moxe, Toli y Bac Mosi?
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[IpeM’ep-MiHicCTp, 110 T€X HiSIK HE Mir 3JIETITH, ITO-
Ka3aB iit Ky/JbKy, Ha sKiit 6yB Harmc: JIEJIl MIOPIEJ
BPAUTOH-1XKOHC.

— 3BuuaiiHo, e Most!! Mu 3 BaMH NMOMWIMIUCS! —
CKpMKHYJa BoHa i npocTsria [Tpem’ep-MiHicTpoBi itoro
KYJIbKY, @ B HBOT'O B3siJIa CBOIO.

O60€ BMHUTB 3HSUTUCS Bropy # MOJIETIIM MOMLX BEp-
XOBITTSIM JIEpEB, PO3MOBJISIOUH YABOX.

— Bu ogpyxeni? — nmouynu [IeiH i Maiikn, 5K aeni
Miopien criutana I[Ipem’ep-MiHicTpa.

A BiH BiINoOBIB:

— Hi. MeHi Bce He TpaluIIETbCA JaMa CEepeaHbOro
BiKy... 3Ha€TE, HE MOJIOACCEHBbKA i HEe cTapa, i Becesa Ha
BIayy, 60 st cobi Aye B¢ MOBaXHUM.

— A Moxe, s Oyny BaM HO napu? — MPOMOBUA JIEdi
Miopien BbpaitoH-xoHc. — A myxe n06m10 cMisITUCH!

— ABXexX. 3Ia€Tbcsl MeHi, 1O ¥ IO mapu, i A0 BIO-
no6u, — BianmosiB Ilpem’ep-Minictp. I, mo6pasuncek
3a pyKH, 00O€ MMipHYJIM y BECEIy I0pMY JII0AEH 3 KyJib-
KaMHU.

Tenep Ham IlapkoM kuiuino moabMu. IxeiH 3
MaiikjoM pa3 y pa3 CTyKajaucsi 00 KOrocb, — CTiJIbKU
HaoyBHUX KYJIBOK PO3KYMWIM LbOro OHs y babyci min
apkolo. Ocb nposeTiB BUCOKUI YOJIOBIK 3 JOBFMMM BY-
caMM, Yy CHHbOMY MYHIMpi i mwoyiomi. Ha Kynsui B ioro
pykax 6yB Hanuc: I[HCITEKTOP ITOJIILLII. 3a Hum Bu-
PMHYB iHIIWM, TPUMAIOYU B PyUi KyJIbKYy 3 HaIlMCOM:
JIOPIA-MEP, — onacucTtuii, KpyriieHbKHWii, y TPUKYTHO-
MY Karemnioci, IIIMPOKOMY YEPBOHOMY TIUIallli, 3 BEJIUKUM
MiOIHMM JIAHLIOXXKOM Ha IPYyIsiX.

— IlIBumure, Oyap nacka! He toBnrecs! JdoTtpumyiite
npaBwi! CMIiTTS xMIOaiTe TiTbKU B ypHU! — TMOpSOKyBaB
napkoBuil Jlornsiiay, NMpOIUTOBXYIOYUCH KPi3b HATOBI
Ha HEBEJIMYKIii, BULLIHEBOTO KOJBOPY KYJbLli 3 HallUCOM:
®. CMIT.

215



— [lomaxoM pykdM BiH BKa3aB JOpOry JBOM coba-
KaM — OyNnbIOroBi, 110 TpMMaB y 3y0ax KyJIbKY 3 Halu-
coM: KIO, i pokcrep’epoBi, yue iM’s1, K CBiIUMIa KyJib-
Ka, 6yno AJIbBEPTIHA.

— He 3aiimaiiTe Moix cobak! bo 3amuiuy Bawr Homep
i mockapxycsi! — ryKHyJla jama, Ha YAiil KyJbLli CTOSIIO:
FTEPUOIMHA MANODUIACBHKA.

Ane lornsimay He 3BaxaB. BiH BHUrykyBas: g

— Cobak y3stu Ha nosinku! He Tosnrecs! Kyputu
Han [lapkom 3abopoHeHo! Hdorpumyiite mpasun!

— A 1e Mepi [Tonninc? — cxameHnyBcs Maiiki i Maii-
HyB Okye 0 IXeiH.

— On! [lonepemy! — BimmoBiJia BOHa, BKa3ylOYW Ha
rOpAOBUTY OLIATHY MOCTaTh MiJ HaMOIMBLIOID Ha BeCh
[Tapx KynbKoIO.

JiTh 3aKkBanmwiucs 3a Helo.

— Kynbka Kynblli He piBHS, MOi MNHUCKIATOYKa! —
TYKHYB T03a1y XpUIIKYBaTUil roJioc.

I BoHM, obGepHyBIUKCH, MoOaunin babycio. Jleyko B
ii pykax OyJo NMOpoXHiCiHbKe, i OiIs1 Hel HaBiTh OJIM3b-
KO IIiTH He BIJISIiJIN XOMHOI KYJIbKH, — a BCE X TaKH BO-
Ha JieTijia B MOBiTpi, MOB ii HEC/IM aX CTO HEBUIMMMUX
HagyBHMX KYJib.

— Yci po3nponmana! — TOHEHBKO I'yKHYJIa BOHA, Ha-
300THaBIUM 1X. — BO KOXeH 3Haile CBOIO KyJIbKY, — abu
BMiB wykatu! Yci no6pe Bubupanu, He kBanunuce! I g
nomnpojana reTb-4ucto Bce! A KynabkKa X KyJablli He
piBHs!

BoHa nponerina 6iag HUX, TUIBKM MOHETU 3a0psnK-
yanu y Hei B kuweHi. [ JxeitH 3 MaiikioM IuBWIIHCS,
K 11 MajJeceHbKa CyXeHbKa MOCTaTh 3aMMITiIA TOMiX
PYXJIMBUMHU KyJlbkKamM, Buliepenuna [lpem’ep-MiHicTpa
i JlIopn-Mepa, neperdana Mepi [lonniHc 3 AHHa0en, yce
MEHLIAI0OYM i MEHIUAIUH, aX NMOKH 30BCiM 3HUKJIA yIa-
JIMHI.
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— Kynbka Kynelli He piBHSI! — BOCTAaHHE HOJIMHYJIO
JI0 HMX JAJIEKOIO0, JieAb YYTHOIO JIYHOIO.

— Bopywitecst, Oynp yiacka! — ckasana Mepi [Ton-
MiHC.

Bonu, Bci yeTBEpO, CKYNMYMWIUCH JOBKOJIA HEl. AHHa-
Oen, 3akonmucaHa roWmaHHAM Kyni Mepi [Tonminc,
LWIBHILLE MPUTOPHYJIacs A0 HeEl i 3acHyIa.

Xsiprka bymunky Homep CiMHanusaTe Oyna BiguM-
HEHa, HAABipHi aBepi cTosium HaBCcTiK. Mepi Ilomnmiuc,
3JIETCHBKA ITICKAKYIOYM 1 TOrOMAyIOYHUCh, TOPIOBHMTO
MpOJIETINIa aX Ha CXOOH, 1O Beau B Jutsadyy. UYerBepo
HIiTeH 3 MiJICKOKOM YJICTUIM CJiZoM. AX MNepen OBepHUMa
AMTSI401 YOTMPU MAPH HIr TYYHO 3arymoTiid o0 mimiory.
Mepi [lomnmiHnc onmycTunacs ruiaBHO i 30BCiM HEYYTHO.

—Ox, akuit Xe OyB uymoBMi neHb! — cCKa3ana
HxeitH i xuHynacs obiimatu Mepi [TommiHc.

— 3aTe TH 3apa3 JAJIEKO HE YyAOBa. 3a4yellINCh, OyIb
nacka. He mo6mo onygan, — 3aragana Mepi [TonmiHc.

— S i cam 3apa3 HeHaue Ta Kyjbka! — BeceJio IoXBa-
JuBcs Maiixi. — YBeCh TakKMil TOHECEHBKHMI-JIETE€CEHB-
kuit! Sk ¢es!

— He 3a3npio ¢ei, xo4 Tpoxu cxoxiii Ha Tebe! —
npoMoBwia Mepi [Monninc. — [linu momuit pyku. Ca-
XoTpyc!

Konu miTH MoBepHYNHUCh, YUCTI W YemypHi, YOTHPU
HaAyBHI KYJBKH CIOYMBAIM TIiJ CTeNEI0, MiI[HO
MpUB’sI3aHi MO LBSIIKA 3a KapTUHOIO, 1O BHUCiJIa Bropi
Hall KaMiHOM.

Maiixyli He Mir HaJUBUTHCSI HA HUX: Ha CBOIO BJlac-
HY — XOBTY, Ha CHHIO KYyJbKy JIX€iiH, Ha pOXEBy —
bim3uaT i Ha yepBoHy Kymo Mepi [TonmiHc. Tenep Bo-
HM OyJIM TaKi HEMOpyuIHi. AHi MOXUTHYIMCA. JlereceHbKi
i scCKpaBi, BOHM CIOKI{HO BMCUIH MiJ CTEJCIO.

— LlikaBo! — ctHuxa, HiOM caM HO cebe, 0Gi3BaBCs
Maiik.
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— o T06i uikaBo? — 3anurana Mepi [lomnrmiHc, po3-
KJIagaloyM MaKyHKM.

— llixaBo, yu Oyno 6 Take 6e3 Bac?

Mepi I[lonmiHc nmupxHyna.

— A OT MeHi 1[iKaBo, Y4 TH KOJM Oydelll HE TaKUM
OyXe LiKaBuii?

IiuM i moBenocst MaiknoBi 3aI0BOJTBHUTHUCh.

CEPEJA — HEILIACJIUBUU JEHb

LHok-1ok! Hok-1ok!

MasTHUK TOOAMHHMKA HA CTiHi B JAuTA4ii roinascs
TyIA-CIOAU, HEHaye TO ctapa 6abycsi xuTanaa rojoBolo.

LHok-uok! Llok-1ok!

[ToTiM LlOKaHHSI MPUMOBKIIO, TONMHHUK 3aA3MXYaB i
3aXpHIiB, CNOYATKY THXO, a Jdaji roJocCHille, MOBOU B
HBOTO AeCh 00JIiJI0, i TAK 3aTPEMTIB, aXX KaMiH YBECb 3a-
apvxaB. [lopoxHsi 6aHKa 3-Tid BapeHHs MIACKOYMIIA K
3axuranacs, [JIXXOHoBa ILiTOYKa Oas BOJOCCS, SIKY TaM
3a0ynu 3Be4Opa, 3aTaHIIOBaJa Ha CBOIX LIETHHKax. Be-
JUKUK rapHuit Tapiiib, MOJapYHOK Ha XPECTMHH MicCic
beHkc Bim ii nBolopimHoi 6adbyci KeponaiiH, nocyHyBCs
TaK, L0 TPOE HAaMaJIbOBAaHMWX HAa HbHOMY XJIOM AT, SIKi
TPaMCs B KOHEM, CTAIM Ha TOJIOBM.

I ax mo BChbOMY TOMY, KOJIM BX€ 34aBaJIOCS, 1O ro-
JAHHUK OCh-OCh BMOYXHE, BiH CTaB BUA3BOHIOBATH IO-
JUHM.

Pa3! [Ipa! Tpu! Yotupu! IT’sate! Licts! Cim!

Ha ocrannbomy ynapi >keiH mpoKMHyacs.

CoHsiuHe TIPOMiHHSI JIJIOCS B LUIJIMHY MOMiX 3aBica-
MM i 30JIOTUMH CMyTraMHy Magajgo Ha JIixXko. XeiH cina
Ha moctenai i o3upHynacsa no Jdurauiin. 3 MarkioBoro
JIDKKa He Oyno uyTv i 3BYKy. BiM3HsSTa B CBOiX JiXkeu-
Kax CMOKTAQJIX MAJbYHUKM ¥ TIIMOOKO JUXaJIH.
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— Tinek s He CIUIIO, — 3aA0BOJIEHO CKa3ajaa
JxeiH cama 0o cede. — YcCi B CBiTi CIUIATh, TIJIBKU S —
Hi. MoxXy co6i mosnexaTH i IpoO Bce-BCE-BCE IMOOY-
MarTH.

BoHa migTsarna xojiHa no migdopioas i BMOCTUiacs,
HEHaye B TEIUIOMY THi3IEYKY.

— Tenep s nTamwka, — cka3ajia BoHa co6i. — f wioit-
HO 3HEC/Ia CEMEPO TapHEHBKMX OiJIEHBKHX SIEYOK i Ha-
KpWa iX KPWIbLSAMU — BUCHIDKYIO MTalieHsT. KBok-
KBOK! KBOK-KBOK! — THUXECEHBKO cCripoOyBajla BOHa
KBOKTaTH. — A yepe3 AOBrUii-HOBrUi yac, MOXe, ax 3a
MiBrOAMHU, OCH JieaBe YyTHO MucHe — «[li»! i cTykHe
B LUKapaiymy, a TOAi X yCi WKapaJIyliKh PO3CKOYATHCS,
i 3 HUX BWIYIUIATBCSI CEMEPO IMHUCKIISAT: TPOE XOBTEHb-
KHUX, ABOE KOPUYHEBUX i ABOE...

— Yac ycraBatu!

Mepi IlornmiHc, XTO3HA ¥ 3BiAKW B3SIBIUMCh, CMHUK-
HyJa KOBIpY 3 Tuleyei [IKeiH.

— Oit, Hi, HI! — 3anuuana JdxeiH, 3HOB HaTATralo-
Yy Ha cebGe KOBApY.

Bona crtpax sik po3cepaunack Ha Mepi IlonmiHc 3a
T€, 1[0 Ta BCE i 3iMCyBaia.

— S He xouy BcraBatu! — 3arsinacsi JIXeiH, X0oBalo-
Yy 06JMYYS B MOAYLUKY.

— Ta HeBxe? — ckasana Mepi IlonmiHc crokiitHo,
HiOM ii aHiTpOXM He LiKaBMIU OaxaHHs [IXeiH, i cKu-
HyJIa KOBIpPY reTh 3 JiKKa. JDkeWH HoBenocs: migXonuTh-
CSl Ha HOTH.

— Oit Tocmoau, — 3amxuKajga BOHa, — 1 4Oro Le
3aBXAM MEHi Ta i MEHi BCTaBaTH TepILii?

— Tu HaiicTapia — och 4oro!

Mepi IlonmiHc mialITOBXHYNA 1i A0 BAHHOI KiMHATH.

— A s He xouy Oyru Haiictapwa! Yoro Maiikin xou
TPOXM He MolOyme HaiicTaplunM?

— ToMy 110 ™™ Hapoausacs paHiue, 3po3yMina?
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— A g He nipocuiiacs! MeHi HAMOKY4YMJIO HapoILKyBa-
THCA padiue! d xouy mogymaru!

— bynmeur gymatu, IK YMCTUTUMEUI 3yOu.

— Tomi g BXe AymMaTuMy He Ipo Te.

— Hy, a xT0o X XO0TiB OM AyMaru Bce mpo onHe?

-4

Mepi [lomnmiHc KMHY/NIA HA HEl LWBUOKUK, OCYIJIUBUIL
TIOTJISI .

— l'oxi BXe, moBoi!

I 3 i1 ronocy dxeitH 3po3yMisia, 1110 BOHA HE XKapTYeE.

Mepi IlommiHc minuta 6yoqury Maiikia.

JxeitH BimKiana 3yOHY IUITOYKY M Cila Ha Kpaeyok
BaHHM.

— Ile HecnipaBemMBO! — Oypyajia BOHA, HITypXalOuu
HOrolo JiHojieyM. — Bce, 1o ripure, pooutu MeHi, 60 s
Haiictapura! He 6ymy yucruru 3you!

Iit ax camiit 6yno nuBHO 3 cebe. BoHa 3aBXxau pazina,
1o ctapuia 3a Maiikna i bausuar. bo ue o3Havano, 1o
BOHA HAWroJIOBHilIA i HiOM BaXiuBilIa 3a HUX. Ta cpoO-
TO/Hi... YOMY X 1€ ChOTOIHI BC€ il TaK CEpAUTD i ApaTye?

— SkOu Maiikn HapoaMBCs paHille, 1 6 yCTUI/Ia BU-
CHIITH CBOIX NTauIeHAT! — mpoOybOoHiJIa BOHA cama 10
cebe 1 moaymMana, 10 JEHb ITOYaBCS MOTaHo.

Ha nuxo, maji Bce TMILIJIO HE Kpaille, a 1ue ripuie.

3a cHimankoM Mepi [lonmiHc BUABWIA, 110 PUCOBUX
OapaHILIiB OMHOMY 3 [iT€il HEe BHCTaYaE.

— o x, noBeaetrhcsa XKeHH iCTH Kally 3 pHMCOBOro
OopouIHa, — cKa3ajia BOHA, CTaBJIsTYM Ha CTiT Tapuiky, 1
CepaMTO NMUpXHYJa, 60 He Jobwia BapuTU Kawy 3 60-
PONIHA, SIK€ HEOAMIHHO 30MBAJIOCS B IPYIOYKH.

— Yomy ue? — 3aBesna xeiH. — S xouy GapaHiliB!
Mepi IlonmiHc cepauTo IJisiHyJia Ha HEl.

— bo TH Haiictapiua!

IIlo, 3H0oB? 3HOB Le HeHaBHCHe cyoBo? JIKeiH mmix
CTOJIOM ILIOCWIM 3aCTyKOTUIa HOrol Mo CTUIbLi, — iif
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XOTLIOCH, 1100 JIaK OOJIYyIIMBCA, — a TOMi B3s1acs IO CBOEI
Kallli — TaK MOBUIbHO, SIK TUIBKM HacMiTWIach npu Mepi
[Monmixc. IloknaBiyM JIOXKY Kailli B pOT, BOHa IOBIO-
JIOBTO XyBajla, HaMaraloulchb KOBTaTH SIKOMOTa MEHIIIE.

Oto Hexal 3HalOTH! YMpe BOHA iM 3 royiony, TOMdi 1€
TOXAIKYIOTB!

— SAxuit cborogHi meHb? — Becesio cnuraB Maiiki,
BUOMPAIOYM PEIITKH CBOTO PUCY.

— Cepena! — ckasayia Mepi Ilonninc. — He npouu-
KpeOu Tapinku, Oyap jackal

— To ue Mu cboromHi meMo Ha yai 1o mic 2KaifBopoH?

— Sk Oymere cuyxHsHi, — cka3ana Mepi [lonmiHc
ITOXMYpO, HiOHM HE Bipwia, IO 1Ie MOXJIHUBO.

Ane Maiikn 6yB cobi CHOrOIHI HAmpouyx BECETUH i
HE 3BEpHYB Ha T€ yBaru.

— Cepena! — TyKHyB BiH, BHOMBAIOYU JIOXKOIO 00
cTu. — JIXXelHH Hapoawiacs B cepely.

A XTO B cepeny poiuBCH,
ToMy BiK cyMHMIt cynuBcs.

Yepes Te i i npunago icTM Kauly 3 pucoBoro 60-
polliHa, a He OapaHLli 3 MOJOKOM! — MiAAPOYMUB BiH.

HxeiH Hacynunacs i HaJlarogujach JOOpe ITYpXHY-
TH MOTO TIOMiH CTOJIOM, Ta BiH YXWJIMBCS, HIBUAKO TPHIA-
HSB HOTY I 3aperoraBcsl.

Haponuscsa B noHeninok —
Byneus rapHuit, MOB GapBiHOK.
A B BiBTOpOK, -- TO Takui, —
Haye nacouka, rHyukuii!

BiH 3axuxoris.

— | ue npapma! BrusHATa THYYKi, HEHaue JACOUKH,
00 BOHM HApOIWJIUCS Y BiBTOPOK. A S B TIOHEAUIOK — OT
s1 1 rapHuUit, MOB 6apBiHOK!

JXeHH 3HEeBaXJIMBO 3acMisiyiacs.
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— A ot i rapHuit! — He BraMmoByBaBcs BiH. — S 4yB,
Micic Bpinn xasama! Bona ckaszama EniH, 1m0 s Takuit
rapHeCEeHbKMI, SIK MiBKPOHOBAa MOHETKA!

— Hy Bxe # rapHuit! — nupxnyna IxeiH. — OH e
il Hic KupnaTuit!

Maiikin 00paxeHO MOAVBMBCS Ha Hel.

[ 3HOBY JIxxeitH cama cobi 3auBYyBanach. IHIIMM pa-
30M BOHa 0xo4e 3rogwiach 6u 3 MaiikiioM, 00 i iif BiH
3aBXOM 3[aBaBCs OYXE FapHEHbKUM XJIOI'SIM. A Terep
BOHa 3JIICHO cKa3aJa:

— 1 Horn B Te6e xpuBi! KpuBosanko, KpuBoIanko!

Maiikn KMHYBCS Ha Hel.

— Hy, Bce, roni! — ckasana Mepi [Tonmixc, cepauTo
nornsaHyBiuM Ha JxeitH. — I sxuio B upbomy ByauHKy €
XTO CIpaBai rapHui, To Lie... — BOHa ypBajia i 3ap0BO-
JIEHO BCMiXHynacs, MOMNISHYBIUM B A3€PKAJIO.

— XT0? — pa3om cniutanu Maiikn i JxeitH.

— He Toit, yne npizpuiue benkc, — Biapizama Mepi
[TonmiHc. — Otake-To!

Maiikn nornsiHyB Ha JIXKeiH, sIK OyBano 3aBXIM, KO-
Ju Mepi IlonniHc roBopuia 1Ioch uygHe. Auie JIXKeirH
yoajia, HiOUTO He moMiTtuna ¥oro nornsny. BoHa onsep-
HyJlacsl i B3sJla 3 LIAXOBKM CBOIO KOpOOKY 3 ¢apbaMu.

— He xouyein rpatucsa B noi3a? — cnuraB Maitkin sik-
HaWTpUBITHILUE.

— Hi, He xouy. A xouy OyTu cama co0i.

— Hy, nitoHpku, siK BM TyT? — MOBWIA Micic beHkc,
BOirarour 10 KiMHaTH ¥ rmoxamueMm Lutyioud ix. BoHa
3aBXIU Oyna Taka 3aKJIONOTaHa, 1O XOOUTH HE MaJia yacy.

— Maiikie, — ckaszaja BOHa, — TOOI MOTpiOHi HOBI
Kanui — y tebe BXe OH manbli Buiassate. Mepi [lom-
nmiHc, MabyTh, [I)koHa Tpeba Bxe mnoctpurtu. bapbapo,
COHEYKO, HE CMOKYM manbumka! JIxeiH, nmpoOiXu BHU3
i ckaxu Micic bpinn, Hexalt ciuBOBUit mupir Oyne 6e3
LIYKpPOBOT'O CHpPOTTY.
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Hy och, iii 3HOBY He JalOTh XBWIMHKM BiIbHOI! SIK
TUIBKM Bi3bMEILCS JO CBOTO ijla, BOHX HEOOMiHHO TODi
neped’10Th!

— Oii, MaMo, a yoro e s, yoro ue Maiiki He Moxe?
Micic benkc 3guByBanacs.

— MeHi 3maBanocs, mo TH 3pagiem! Amke Maiki
3aBXIM 3a0yBa€ThCS, MO L0 HOro mocuiaroTh. o Toro
X, TM Haicrapiia. bixu, 0ixu.

JUKeH SKHAWMOBUIBHILE pyLIMJa CXOZaMH BHUS.
BoHa HHMILIKOM CIomiBajacsi, 10 TOKH Iiiae mo Micic
Bpinn, To Ta BXe BCTUTHE Hama3aTH MHPIil' CUPOIIOM.

A cama Bce qUBYBajlacs 3 cebe: YoMy 1€ BOHA ChO-
rogHi Tak nmosomutbcs? Hy, MOBOM B Hilf cHIiB XTOCH
iHIIM#A, HEerapHU# 3 OOJMIMYYS i TMXU Ha BAavy, i poOuB
il TaKOI0 BEPEIJIUBOIO.

BoHa nepekasana Micic bpiyut 6axxaHHst Marepi i xyxe
3aXypwiacs, JOBINABILKCH, 10 TIPULILIA 1Ie i 3aBYaCHO.

— Hy, To X0y MeHiue Gyne MOPOKH, — IPOMOBWIA
Micic bpimr. — 1 cayxait, romyOoHBKO, — TOBejla BOHA
Jaji, — mobixu-Ho, OyIb JacKa, B CaloK i CKaXH LbOMY
PobepTcoHOBI, 1110 BiH 3a0yB HAarocTpuT HOXi. Moi Ho-
M BXE€ MiATONTaHi, Ta ¥ HE BCTUTHY S BCIOOU caMa.

— 51 He MoxXy. MeHi Hikomu.

Micic bpiut Tak camo 3auByBanach, SIK Iepell LM
Mama.

— Hy, Oyop yeMHeHBKa, S X JielBe CTOI0, J€ TaM
MeHi e Oiraru!

IIXeitH TUIbKM 3iTXHyna. Yoro BoHM He HanyTh ii
CIOKIii?

Horoio BoHa 3axpsicHyjla KyXOHHi ABEpi i TOIUICH-
Tajacsd B CamoK.

Pobeprcon Eit cnaB Ha cTexXui, CXWIMBIIKMCh Ha Ca-
oy Jikky. Moro moBruit M’skuit 4yyd TO mimiitaB, TO
crnajaB — y TakKT napybiiikoBoMy XpomiHHI0. PobepTcoH
Eit MaB HeaOMsKMI TAIaHT — MIr CIaTU Ji¢ 3aBrOJHO i
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KoM 3aBroiiHo. IlpaBny KaXy4u, BiH B3araji JayXye Jio-
OUB craty, HiX He cratu. | 3BMYaitHO, KONMW BiH CIaB,
OiTH sIKOMOra nfaiu, o0 Dopocii Moro Toai He moda-
yunu. Ta cboromHi Bce BUXOAMIO iHakiue. TiH JHXii
icroTi, mo 3acina B XeiH, Oy/JI0 OXHAaKOBICIHBKO, IO
TaM craHeTbes 3 PobeprcoHoM EeMm.

— S Bcix HEeHaBMIKY! — CKa3ajla BOHA i LIIOCWIM 3a-
TOPOXTiJIa IO JIIHLII.

PoGeprcoH Eit yMuUTh MpOKMHYBCH.

— Paryiire! ['Banr! Fopurs! — 3aKpuyaB BiH, HECaMO-
BUTO BUMAaxylOuHl pyKaMH.

Tomi nmporep oui i BrasniB IxeiiH.

— O, ta e ™! — cKa3aB BiH po3YapoBaHO, TakK, Ha-
Yye CITOIiBaBCSI MOOAYUTH IIOCh KYAM IliKaBillle.

— 3apa3 xe MaM HarocTpu Hoxi! — 3BeJjla BOHA.

PobeprcoH Eii moBarom 3BiBCSI Ha HOTH i CTPYCHYBCSI.

— Ox, — CyMHO cKa3aB BiH, — 1[opa3y To0i sKachk
Mopoka! Sk He Te, To Te! Tpeba X KOMUCh XOU KPHUXTY
CITOYUTH. A TYyT T0Oi Hi XBWJIMHOYKHY CIIOKOIO!

— OBBa! — 6e3xanpHO cKaszana JxeitH. — Ty TiubKM
i 3Haew croynBaty! OnHO criv!

Ha o6myui B PoGeprcona Es Bin6unuce taka oOpa-
3a ¥ JOKip, L0 IHIIOTO pa3y BOHa 6 HEOOMIHHO 3aCOpo-
Mwiacs. Ta CbOrOJHi BOHA aHITPIIUKMA HE 30€HTEXMWIACh.

— Orakoro Haka3aTu! — XypHO MOBUB PobGeprcoH
Eil. — A we Hajicrapmia! Hikonu s Bin Tebe He criomi-
BaBCs1, 3pOAY-BiKY!

I, we pa3 cMyTHO DISIHYBIIM Ha Hei, IMTOBUIBHO IOY-
BaJIaB IO KyXHi.

JDXeitH moxymana, 1o BiH, MaGyThb, HiKOJIM iif LbOTO
He nomapye. I, Haye y BiOMOBiAB HA i€, JIMXa iCTOTA, 1O
3acila B Hiif, 3HEBAXJIMBO CKa3aja: «A MeHi Oaimyxe,
Hexal He mapyel»

BoHa TpycHyNa rojioBoIO i MOBOJi Ioxanacs Ha3an y
JAuTs4y, DOporoio 4epkKalyu CILITHITMMU MadbUsMH 00
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LIOWHO BMOUIEHY CTiHY, 60 Lie 3aBXIM 3a00pOHSUIOCS
pOOUTH.

Mepi [lonmiHc Mip’siHOI0 MITEIOYKOIO 3MiTajla T 3
Me0ITiB.

— Ha noxopoH 3i6panacs? — chuTajsa BOHa, KOJH
HxeitH yBiitina.

JIXeiH cepouTo TIOOMBWIAcS Ha HEl i HiYoro He
BiIIOBINA.

— XTOCh TYT BHUIIYKYE KIJIOIOTYy Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY.
A XTO mykae, Toi 3Haiine!

— Hy i Hexait!

— Hexait — HemoGpuit yonosik! Hexas yci momu 3a-
Hexasu! — migmpoynna Mepi IlommiHe, Kiamydyu Mite-
JIOYKY. — A 3apa3, — BOHA 3aCTEPEXITUBO IMOJAUBUIIACS Ha
HxeiH, — MeHi Tpe6a miThm mooGimaTh. A TH INOINISAHB
Bmusuar. I axuwo s 1ouyio xou Omne CioBo... — BOHA
HE CKiHYWIa, TUIBKA BUpPa3HO, IOrpO3IMBO NHUPXHYyJA i
BUMILJIA 3 KiMHATH.

JIxxoH 3 bap6apoio migbirnu no JIXXeHH i BXxormiM ii
3a pyKd. AJie BOHA BMIIpyYyaJa IaJIbLi i cepamTo
BIOIUTOBXHYJIA OiTJIaXiB.

— Ot sax6u 5 Oyna omyMHaYKa! — ripKko ckasaja BOHA.

— To Bi3bMM Ta BTEYM 3 IOMY, — ITimKa3aB ifi Maiixkir.—
Moxe, Tebe XToCh TIpUiiMe 3a HOYKY.

I>xeitH BpaXKeHO ITigBesia rojioBy.

— Tobi x Oyme 3a MHOIO CyMHO!

— Hi, — BimBaxHo cka3aB Maiikn. — He Oyne, K ™h
3aBXKIM cepauTUMelIcs. 3aTe S ToHi Bi3bMy TBO1 (apOu.

— A oT i He Bi3pbMel, — XamiOHO cka3ana JXehH. —
A ix 3a6epy 3 coboio!

I, Tinbku abum mokasatu, 1o ¢apbu ii, a He Ioro, Bo-
Ha NMOBUTATAJIA TEH3MKHU i a1bO0M 1 po3Kiiajia Ha MiLIo3i.

— Hamauoil romMHHMKa, — Iiaxasas Maiikn.

— Hi!

— Hy 10 oH Tapins.
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HxeitH mornsHyna Ha Tapine. Tam Tpoe xmor’sr
Oirmm 3emeHuM JiyroM. IHiuM pa3oMm BoHa O 3a00KU
B3sUIach IX MaJTIOBaTH, Ta CBOTOAHI 1M Hi3alo He
XOTUIOCH HIKOrO IOCIYXaTHUCh.

— He xouy! MamosaruMy, 110 MeHi Tpeba!

I BoHa 3axomwyiacb MaJllOBaTH CBiil BJIACHUII MOpPT-
peT: sIK BOHa, caMa c00i, BUCUIKYE ITALLICHST.

Maiikn, xoH i bap6apa mocimanu Ha migio3i i mo-
yand IUBUTUCH. [IXKEeWH TaK 3axomwiacs, Maiodud
si€e4yKa, 10 Maiixke 3a0yia CBiif mOoraHuil HacTpiil.

Maiikn CXHIMBCS Hal MaJIOHKOM.

— A Temep HaMaJlloi KypKy — OTyT-O!

BiH mokasaB Oil1y IaTOUKY Ha MIIOHKY i IIPA LIbOMY
HEHapoKOM 1UTOBXHYB IxxoHa. [I>XOH TaK i MEepeKHMHYB-
cs1 HaOiK i, 3aYENUBLUM HOTOIO CKISHKY 3 BOHOIO, Iepe-
BepHyB ii. [lindapObosaHa Boma BWJIMJIACh i 3auiia Ma-
JIIOHOK.

JXeitH CKpHMKHYJIa i IMiIXOmuWiacs Ha HOTH.

— Oii, g BXe He MoXy! Ox TH X, ogopo6io Take! Tu
BCe 3irncyBasB!

I, xunyBImKCcE Ha Maiikiia, BOHa TaK IITOBXHYJA Ho-
ro KyJaKoM, 10 ¥ BiH T€X MEpEeKMHYBCH i BlaB Ha Ixo-
Ha. O60€ biu3HgT 3aBepemianyd B OOUMH rojioc Bim 0OMI0
¥ BiI cTpaxy; Ta Haiimyxuye JeMeHTyBaB Maiki.

— Oii, ronosy 3nmamana! Illo x s Temep poouTHUMY!
ITosamMana romoBy! — 3aBOIUB BiH.

— Hy 710 it mo? IMomymaem! — kpuyana JXeiH. —
Tu He maBaB MeHi CIOKOIO i TM MEHi 3illCyBaB yBECh Ma-
moHok! 51 TeGe He 3Howny! He 3Homry! He...

HBepi pByYKO BiTYMHMIMCH.

Mepi IlonmiHC THIBHUM TOIJISAOM CHOCTEpiraia
KiHelp YCi€l CLICHH.

— IIlo g 1001 cka3ana? — cruTasa BoHa MXxeifH Ta-
KMM CHOKIiHMM TOJIOCOM, aX crpawHo crano. — Lo
Koy g mouyio 6omait OmHe Cnoso... | och o s 6auy!
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Ty Hi KpOKy HE CTYNMHEIl ChOTONHi 3 L€l KiMHaTH, —
xiba nro s1 6ymy Kuraiiem!

— A g # He xouy Hikymmn! Kpaile cumitumy TyT. —
JIXeiiH 3aknana pykKd 3a CIIMHY W O€3XypHO Ioaaiacs
IO KiMHaTi.

BoHa aHiTpillieyku He Kasiach.

— Hyxe nobpe.

Mepi IlonmiHc ropopmia piBHUM roJ0COM, Ta B HbO-
MY YYJIOCS IIOCh MOTOPOIIHE.

HxeiH nuBWiIacs, sIK BOHA OAsirajia MEHIUHUX.

Konu Bci 6ynu BXe BOpaHi, Mepi IlonniHc BuitHsU1a
3 KOpOoOKM CBiif HaliKpaliuii KaIeJIomoK i Jy>Ke MWIO —
TpillleYKu HaOik — HamAria ¥oro Ha ronoBy. Ha iuio
BOHA ITOYEITWIA CBilf 30JI0TUMl MENAIBHOH, a IIOTIM
3aB’s13ajia KapTaTUii YepBoHO-0inuil mapd, skuit mona-
pyBana it Micic beHkc. 3 OMHOrO KiHILIST Ha HbOMY OYyJH
BUIINTI BesuKi Outi titepu: MLUII., i Mepi ITonmiHc, x0-
BalOYM iX Iepel N3epKaJIOM, YCMiXHYIacsi caMa oo cede.

IlotriMm BOHa B3sta 3 madu IapacosbKy 3 roJIOBOIO
Manyry Ha KiHYMKY JepXadkKa, 3aTUCHYJIA ii IIil MaxBoio
i KBarUIMBO ITOBENIA OiTEH IO CXOMIB.

— A T” MaTUMeNI Ternep 4yac IoayMaru! — HaCMilUKYy-
BaTO CKa3ajia BOHA i, F'OJIOCHO ITMPXHYBLIN, 3a4UWHUJIA 32
c00010 nBepi.

JIXeitH noBro cuaiia, TUBJISTYMCh MPOCTO Tepen CO-
0010. BoHa cripobyBana myMaTu IIpo CBOI CEMEPO SIEYOK.
Ta yoMyCh BOHM TENEp CTAIH il HEIliKaBi.

«II1o BoHM 3apa3 pobssaTh y Mic 2KaitBOpoH, — nomay-
Masna BoHa. — MaOyThb, rpaioThcs 3 ii cobakaMM i ciryxa-
I0Th, SIK BOHAa pO3MOBigae, o B EHapio yynoBuit po-
noBim, a Binmnebi — HamOJIOBUHY ephefib, HAIlOJIOBHHY
TOHYaK, i 0OMIBiI IMOJIOBMHHU Tiplui. A TOIi BCIM, HaBiTh
cobakaM, ImomagyTh OO 4Yalo LIOKOJIAagHE TII€YUBO |
TOPiXOBHI TOPT».

— Ot neneyxku!
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HdyMKa mpo Te, 110 i HiYOro IBOro CHOrOAHI HEe Oa-
YUTH, PO3XBUJIIOBAIA ii, a KOJIM BOHA 3rajaja, 1o cama
X i BAHHA, TO po3Cepauiacs i He CKa3aTu sK.

— Hoxk-mok! Llok-1ok! — romocHo mnpukasyBaB Io-
JTUHHMK.

— Ox, MOBYM X04 TH! — po3JoyeHo rykHyna JxeiH
i, MAXOMUBLIM 3 MiIIOrH KOpoOKy 3 ¢apbamMu, IIOCHIN
X0ypHyna B Hboro. Kopobka crykHynacs o6 ckio i,
BiICKOYMBLUHM, BAapunach 06 Tapinb.

bpps3s! Tapine nmocyHyBcst i ynmaB, 3aYyeNUMBIIU TO-
JTUHHHK.

Oi1 mmureHsko! [llo xx BoHa HapoOuna!

JKeiH 3armoimuina o4yi, He HaBaXyIOYMChb HaBiThb
TJISSHYTH.

— Cnyxaiite, MeHi Oonsiye!

B xiMHaTi BUpa3HO 03UBABCS YMICh TOKipJIMBUI IOJIOC.

IXeiH BpaXXeHO PO3IUIIOLIMIA OYi.

— JIxeiH! — 3HOBY cKa3aB Toil caMmii ronoc. — Y
ME€He KOJIiHO po3ouTe!

BoHa mBMIKO moBepHyNa roioBy. B xiMHaTi Hikoro
He Oyrno.

BoHa xuHynacs no aepeit i BimuuHmiaa ix. Tex Hikoro!

PanrroM xTOCh 3acMisiBcA.

— Ocb e 51, nypHEeHbKa! — yTpeTe 03BaBCS TOM Xe
Taku ronoc. — Ochb yropi!

BoHna mnoryisiHyna Bropy Ha KaMiH. TaM JieXaB BEJTMKHIA
Tapulb 3 YOPHOIO PO3KOJMMHOIO SIKpa3 ITOCEpeIMHi, i, Ha
npeBeIMKUi noauB cobi, [xeidH moGayuna, 10 OOMH 3
HaMaJIbOBAaHMX Ha HBbOMY XJIOIIB YITyCTMB 3 PYK BiKKM i
CTOSIB 3irHYBLUHMCH, TPMMAIOYUCh pyKaMu 3a KoiiHo. Per-
Ta ABOE, O0EpHYBIUKCH, CITIBUYIIMBO AVUBWINCH Ha HBHOTO.

— Aue X... — cKkasama JIXXeiH 4u TO O0 cebe, Yu a0
TOro 4YyXoro rojuocy. — fl He posymilo...

Xnoneup Ha Tapeni minBiB roJoBy i BCMIXHYBCS IO
TiBUYMHKH.
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— He po3ymiem? Hy, 3BuyaitHo. Lle moxe Oyrtum.
A BXe nMoMiTuB, 110 BM 3 MalKJIOM 4acTO HE pO3yMi€ETe
HaBiThb HalNpocCTiloro, xidéa X He Tak?

BiH, cMilounchk, o6epHyBCcs 10 GparTis.

— ABXeX, — CKa3aB OOIMH 3 HHUX. — BOHM HaBiTh
bnu3HaT 3a0aBUTH HE BMIIOTb.

— AOO 10 Jlagy HaMaJIlOBaTH NTAlIMHe siule. Y Hel
BOHHU BCi BUMLLIM KpUBOOOKi, — MiAXONUB APYTHIA.

— 3Binku BM 3Ha€Te n1po bausHAT i mpo seyka? — 3a-
LIapiBLIIMCh, crinTana JIXKeiH.

— Orakoi! — cka3aB nepiiui xaoneub. — Hesxe TH
JyMaell, 1o MM, BiIKOJM BXe Bac 6aYMBIIY Iepel OYH-
Ma, He 3HaJd 6 ychoro, 110 Oi€Thcs B Lii KiMHaTi! He-
Xail yXXe MM He 3arisaEMO Yy CIaJIbHIO YU y BaHHY...
Ckax#, IKOro Konpopy TaM CTiHU?

— PoxeBoro, — cka3aina JxeiiH.

— A B Hac — OGnakuTHOro 3 6inuM. Xodeu MOAUBH-
T™HCA?

Hxeitn 3aBaranacsi. BoHa nmpocto He 3Hana, WO M
Ka3aTv 3 JAMBa.

— Xonimo! Binbsim 3 EBepapaomM 6ymyTs ToOi KiHbMH,
KOJIM XOuelll, a 51 Bi3bMy 0aTiXoOK i 6irtumy nopy4y. Mix
iHwMM, meHe 3BaTW Banentaiin. Mwu Bci — TpiiiHsara.
I wie € Kpicrina.

— e Kpicrina?

Hxeind obauBunacsa Bech Tapinb. Ane mnobayuna
TIIBKY 3HAMOMMI 3€JIeHUH JIYT, Ta HEBEJMYKHUIl BiJIbXO-
BMIi raiiok, ta BaneHnraitHa 3 BinbssMoMm i EBepapmom.

— XoaiMo, ¥ mnobaunul! — HanossAraB BaneHTaiiH,
MpOCTATAIOYM i pyKy. — AIXe X iHIII Mmuumm cobi i
pO3BaxaloThCsl B rocTsax! A T¥ oM cloau, A0 Hac!

Lle ii nepekoHano. Oro Hexait Mavikn i bausHsTa
3HAIOTh, L0 HE TUIbKMU IM XOOUTHU B rocti! byaytb BOHU
e il 3a3apuTH, OYAyTh XaJKyBaTH, 1IO TaK 3 HEK I0-
Besucs!
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— Tapasn! — ckaszana [xeiH, nogmaiouu BaneHraii-
HOBi pyKy. — A migy! _

BaneHTaiiHOBa pyka MillHO BXonuJja ii ¥ motsria. |
Bpa3 BOHAa, 3aMiCThb HEMpPHUBITHOI AWTAYOi, ONMUHUIACH
Ha MPOCTOPOMY COHSIYHOMY JIYXKY, 3aMiCThb BUTEPTOrO
KWINMa, T HOraMM B Hel BrHHajacs M’sKa TpaBHULI,
BCHIIaHA CTOKPOTKaMH.

— Vpppa! — rykHyau BaneHnraiin, BinesM i EBepapn,
BUTAHUBOBYIOUM KpPYT Hel.

BoHa noMiTuia, o BajeHTaitH npunaga€ Ha HOTYy.

— O! — cka3ana BoHa. — 3abyna! Y Tebe X Hora mo-
paHeHa!

BiH ycMixXHYBcs o Hel.

— Hivoro! Lle Bce yepe3 Ty po3KonuHy. S 3Hai0, TH
HE XOTiJla MeHe BAApUTH.

JIxeitH y3s1a CBOIO HOCOBY XYCTMHKY i mepeB’si3ajia
WOMy KOIJIiHO.

— Or i nonermasno! — cka3aB BiH Y4eMHO i nepeaaB ii
BLKKH.

BinesaM 3 EBepapmom, KpyTsuM rojgoBaMu it ¢popka-
I0YH, TaK i ToJieTisiv iyroM, a JIxeiH 33aay BMA3BOHIO-
BaJla B A3BiHOYKM Ha BLKKax.

Ilopyuy Hei, nmpunanaoYu Ha HOry, Oir BajeHTaitH.

bir i cmiBas:

Tu, moba-mMuna, HXHUHA KBIT,
3a Bci HDKHilKMIA KBiTH.
BisbMy Ha rpyau HiXXHHUH KBIiT
1 6yny Bik mo6uTH.

— [ 6yny-y-y Bik mo6u-u-u-tH! — mimxomwin BinesiM
3 EBepapmom.

JIxeiiH nomymara, 1o 1ie JOCUTh CTApOMOJIHA MiCHS; Ta,
3pemTol0 X, y uux TpiliHaT yce Oyno cTapoMOmHeE: i iXHe
JIOBre BOJIOCCS, i HE3BMYHE BOpaHHS, i BULIYKaHAa MOBA.

«SIx nuBHO!» — momymajyia BoHa. AJsie Bimpa3sy X i
MIOAyMAaJIOCS i Mpo Te, IO TYT Kpallle, HiX Y FOCTHHI B

235



Mmic 2KaitBopoH, i 10 MaiikioBi Oyde 3a3apiCHO, KOJM
BOHA IfOMY BCE pO3KaxXe.

A KOHUKH Bce Oirnu Briepen, i Jxein 6irna i Oirma
3a HUMU, Jajii ¥ mani Big JuTsayoi.

Hapewuri JIxxeitH HaTsim1a BiXKM, 3acaraBlUMCh, i Or-
naHynacs Hasag. Ha TtpaBi mociaBcsi OOBruii-mIOBTHi
chia Bim ixHix Hir. Tam mech, aX Ha TOMY KiHLi JIyTY,
BUOHiBCA Kpait Tapens. BiH 3maBaBcsl TaKMM OaJIEKUM,
Jieib-Jieqb MpIiB.

I Tomi wockr HiIOM MiAKa3ano ii: Mopa BEPTATHUCE.

— MeHi BXe yac momoMy, — ckaszaia JIXeiH, myc-
TUBIUM 3 PyK A3BiHKI IOBOIH.

— O, Hi, Hi! — 3akpuyasm TpiitHATa, TicHO 00CTY-
MUBILM Ti.

AX Tenep 10Ch y iXHiX rojocax 30ynuio B Hi Tpu-
BOTY.

— JlomMa 3a MHOW0 TypOyBaTUMyThCcsi. MeHi He-
OAMiHHO Tpeba HMTH, — CKa3ajia BOHA.

— llle myxe paHo! — 3anepeyuB BaneHraitH. — Bo-
HM, NeBHO, we B Mic 2KaiBopoH. XomiMo. A mnokaxy
T00i CBOi (hapbu.

[ Oxeitn crnokycunacs.

— A B TebGe € 6inma? — cnurtana BOHa, 60 cepen ii
dapb came 6inoi He Oyio.

— €, we i y cpibHOMy TIOOUMKY. Xomimo!

I, MoB mpotu BiacHoOi Bomi, JXeiH MillTa 33 HUM.
BoHa nomymana, 110, MOBJSB, TUIBKMA MOIJISIHE Ha Ti
¢apbu i meputiit nomomy. HaBith He monpocuTs, 106 ik
JO3BOJIMIIM 1I0Ch HaMaJTIOBaTH.

— A nme x Baw OymuHok? Ha Tapeni iioro Hemae.

— Hy, yoro x! €! Tinbku #oro He BUIHO, 00 BiH 3a
TaEM.

Tenep BOHM BenM ii MOMNiA TEMHMM TULIAM BiIBX.
Cyxe JqMcCTS mapynijio mig Horamu, i pa3 y pa3 3 TiJIKH
Ha TUIKY NypXajad TojiyOM, JIOOYyYHd KpuJIbMH. Binbsim
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noka3aB JI>X€iiH THi30 BiBCAHKM B Kymi Xmu3y, a EBe-
papi 3/J1aMaB THYYKY TULISTYKY i 0OBUB 1l KpYrOM ToOJIO-
BU. Ta, Xou sIKi BOHM 3IaBaJIUCh NMpUBIiTHi, [IXeitH Oyno
CTPAaLLHO i HECMOKIWHO Ha Iylli, i BOHA AyXe 3pajaiia,
KOJIU Tail HapelTi CKiHYMUBCA.

— Ocbp Hama aomiBka! — ckasaB BajieHTaliH, MaXHyB-
X PYKOIO.

I OxeitH mno6aymyia nepex cob60O0 BeaIHUE3HMIt
KaM’SIHU OYIMHOK, TOBUTHII mwoweM. BiH OyB
CTapilliui Bif OyIb-sIKOTO 3 THUX CTapuX OYAWHKIB, IO
BOHa O6ayuia O0cCi, i, 31aBaJIOCh, JJUXOBICHO XWJIMBCSl Ha
Hei. 06a6iy cxomiB MPUHUINKIINA ABa KaM’siHi JiIeBH, HiOH
OT-OT MaJIu CTPUOHYTH.

IXeiH 3ApuTHYIacd, KOJM TiHb OYyIMHKY BHajla Ha
Hel.

— S He MOXy GapuUTHCS, — CKa3ajla BOHa CTypOoBa-
HO.— YXe mi3Ho.

— Ha n’atp xBunMHO4YOK! — GnarajibHo MoBuB Ba-
JIEHTalH i MOBIB ii B NEPeaNoKii.

xHsa xoma nyHko BimmaBaacs Ha KaM’sHilt MimTo3i.
JloBkoysa He BHMAHO Oyno ¥ mymri XuBoi. 3maBajiocs, B
OyIMHKY, KpiM Hei i TpilHSAT, 30BCiM HIKOTO HEMae.

— Kpicrino! KpictiHo! — rykHyB BajieHTaliH, Beayymn
ii cxogaMu Haropy. — BonHa TyT! _

To# ryk nyHOIO MilUOB IO BCbOMY OYIHHKY, i KOX-
Ha CTiHa HiGHM MOXMYpPO NMOBTOPHUJIA:

BOHA TYT!

[Touynucs WBUAKI KPOKHU, ABEPi PBYYKO BITUUMHUIIM-
Cs, 1 HeBeNMYKa MNiBYMHKA, TPOXU BHILA 3a XJIOMLUIB-
TpiitHaT, yOpaHa B CTaApOMOJHY KBiTYaCTy CYKEHKY, KH-
HyJacd Ha wuo JXenH.

— Hapewri, HapewTi! — NMEpeMOXHO KpH4Yaja BO-
Ha. — XJomui migcrepiraju TebGe BXe XTO3HA-BiIKOJIH!
Ta Bce HifIK HE MOTIJIM CHiitMaTH, aX NOKH... Bu Bci Oy-
JIM TakKi 1acausi!
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— CmiiMaTu? — BuMoBwiIa JxeiH. — He po3sywmiio!

Ii 3HOBy 0GHAB cTpax i KadTTH, 1O BOHA MllIa 3a
BaneHTaitHOM.

— Ipaginyce T06i MossICHUTBH, — cKa3zana KpicTiHa,
SIKOChb YYyIHO CMilOYMCh, i motarna JXeinH mo SKoich
KiMHAaTH.

— Te! I'e! Te! Illo Tam cTranmocss? — 3amuTaB YMHCh
MUCKIIMBUIA, TEPEHWIMBUMA TOJIOC.

JXeitH TiornsHyna i caxHyjaach Hasad. Y DIMOMHI
KiMHaTH, Ha Kpicii 61l KaMiHa CHAIa SIKach IOCTAaTh,
o HaraHsna ocrpax. [lomym’s kamiHa ocCBiTIIOBaJIO
CTape3HOro Iima, sIKWii OiuTblle CKUAABCS HA TiHb, aHiK
Ha XuBy moauHy. Kpyr ToHkMX ryGiB mom’suituch pi-
JEHBbKi CHBI BOJIOCMHKH, i, X04a BiH OyB y MOIENSACTIi
Kenouui, JXXe#H momiThna, WO BiH JMCHH, SIK KOJIiHO.
BOpanumit BiH OyB y CTapOMOOHHIA XajaT 3 OJIAKIIOro
ILIOBKY, a CyXi, MOB CKilTKH, HOI'M TOHYJH Y BHILMTUX
Karmnisix.

— OH wo! — MOBUB HiI-TipuMapa, BHHHSABIIM 3 PO-
Ta JOBIY, 3aKpy4YeHy JIOABKY. — [XeiH HapemTi mpu-
Oyna.

BiH migBiBCA ¥ MigifIIoB o0 HeEi, MOXMYpPO BCMixaio-
YHCh, a 0Yi Moro OGJMILATH CTAJEBUM OJIMCKOM.

— CroziBaloch, MaHApiBKa Oyna INpUEMHA, TONY-
60HBKO? — MpoOKapKaB BiH. I, cyxopnsBoio pykoio mpu-
TaruyBuM xeiH mo cede, moligysas ii B II[OKY.

Bin noTHKy #ioro 60poau BoHa CKPUKHYJIA.

— I'e! I'e! I'e! — 3aperoraBCcst BiH XPUIIKMM CTapeyrM
CMiXOM.

— Bona mnepeiiiia 3 XJIOMUSAMU YBECh BUIbXOBMM
rait, [Ipanminycio! — ckasana KpicriHa.

— O! A 5K BOHH ii criitManu?

— BoHa po3acepaunacs, 110 HaicTapiua 3 giTent y po-
nuHi. 1 x6ypHyna Kopobky 3 ¢papbamu Ha Tapinb i po3-
O6una BaneHTaiiHOBI KOJTiHO!
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— Otak? — npoxpurniB OpUAKUIl CTapedyuit roaoc. —
PosBepenyBanacs, ere x? Hy, Hy... — BiH TOHEHBKO 3a-
cMisiBcsi. — Y Hac T4 Oymewn Hadmononuia. HaiMonon-
ma Most IIpaBHyyka. Ajie BepenyBaTH TYT S He JO3BO-
mo! Ie! T'e! I'e! Hi, ronyoourko! Hy, #nu cioou, cimaii
onuxye mo KaMiHa. Xoueul 4yaio Y, MOXE, BHIHHEBOI1
HaJIUBKU?

~— Hi, Hi'— He crepmina HxeiH.— Lle, MaOyTs,
sikach TOMWIKa. MeHi BXe yac pomomy. A Melikaio B
bynunxy Homep CimHamusath Ha BuinHeBiit Bymuyui.

— Mewmkana — cKaxu! — INEPEMOXHO BHIIPaBUB
BaneHraitH. — Ternep ™M MelIKaeul TYT.

— Hi, Bu nmoMwisieTech! — pO3MawIMBO CKPHKHYJIA
OxeitH. — A He xouy TyT XuTH! A Xouy momomy!

— Hypuuui! — xapkuyB Ilpamimycs. — CiMHagusaTuit
Homep — ue xaxnuBuil OYOMHOK, 3alyUUIMBUH i Oorun-
HO-HOBOMOOHHUH. JIo TOro X, To6i TaM moraHo. ['e! I'e!
I'e! S 3Halo, sIK-TO BOHO OyTHM HalicTapiiuM, — BCSI pO-
60Ta Ha T0Oi, a po3Baru Hiskoi. I'e! T'e! I'e! A B Hac, —
BiH MaxHYB JIOJIBKOIO, — y Hac TH Oymeulr Haiuolo
[Tecrieukoto, Haow [0nyO6OHBKOIO, HalIMM 30JI0TKOM
i He MOBEpPHELICS AOAOMY HiKOJH.

— Hikonu! — nyHoio o3Banucs Binbsim 3 EBepapnom,
TAHLIIOIOYM KPYT Hel.

— Ox, MeHi Tpeba WTH, 51 Xo4y moaomy! — 3akpuyaia
JIKeitH, i Ha od4i 1 HaGIrIM CIIBO3MU.

[Ipaninych ycMiXHYBCSI CBOEIO TPHUKpPOIO 6€33y0010
YCMILIKOIO.

— Tu ragaem, mu Tebe NMyCTUMO? — CIMTAB BiH,
onucHyBmM ounMa. — Tu po36una Ham Tapine. | v my-
cuul ue BimwkonyBaTu. KpicriHa, BaneHraitH, BinbsaM i
Esepapa xouyTs, 1106 1 6yna iM 3a cectpy. S Gepy Te-
6e 3a cBow HaiMmosomuy [IpaBHyuky. I He 3abGynb, TH
po30una BajeHTalHOBI KOMiHO!

— 51 iioMy siKoch Bimnstuy. A Bimmam oMy cBoi apOu.
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— Y Hboro € ¢apbu.

— Hy, T0 06pyu.

— BiH 3aBenukuii rpaTuch 0Opyyamu.

— Hy, To... — [IXeitH 3aTHynacs. — S BUOY 3a HBO-
ro 3aMix, ik BUPOCTY.

[Ipania 3ai1liOBCS peroToM.

HxeiH 6maransHo obepHyJiacs 1o BaneHraiiHa. Toii
MOBYKH IMOXHTaB rOJIOBOIO.

— MabyTb, 3ani3HO, — CYMHO cka3aB BiH. — fI nmaB-
HO-IaBHO BMpiC.

— A voMmy x Tomi?... A wo x tomi?.. Ox! I He po-
symito. e a? — 3arakana keiH, 3 XaxoM O3Upalo-
YUCh MOBKOJIA.

— Jlanexo Bill AOMy, IMTUHO, AyXe, OyXe NajieKo, —
kapkas Ilpanmin. — Tu norpanwia B MuHyne, B Ti yacu,
konu KpicriHa # xmomui Oynd KOXHE Ha ILICTAECAT
POKiB MOJIOJLLI.

JxeiH Oauwna Kpi3b ClbO3H, SIK ropaTh HOro cra-
pedi oui.

—"A 5K Xe Toni?.. SIK MeHi morpanmuTH Homomy? —
MPOILEIOTi/Ia BOHA.

— Lle HemoxummBo. TH Gymewt TyT. Y Te6e HEMae BU-
oopy. IMam’sitait, TH nMoBepHyaacs B MuHyne. bansHsra
i Maiika, i HaBiTh TBOi 0aTbKo 3 MaTip’l0 1IE HE
Hapoxunucs. bynuHky HoMmep ciMHamuaTth 1€ He 30yny-
BaJid. T He MOXelll MOBEPHYTUCS AOAOMY.

— Hy, Hi! — ckpuknyna xeitH. — Lle HenpaBaa! Ta-
KOro He Moxe Oyru! _

Cepue ii crpeneHynocs B rpyaax. Hikonu He no6a-
yuTH Hi Maiixna, Hi ban3Har, Hi Tata 3 Mamorlo, Hi Me-
pi Ionmninc!

I Bpa3 BOHa 3akpuuyaja — Tak, IO JIyHa IIILIA
KaM’SSTHUMU KOPUAOPaMHM:

— Mepi INlonniuc! [Ipob6aure MeHi, IO 51 BepexyBa-
na! Ox, Mepi INonmiHc, paTyiite, psaTyire!
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— Mepuuiit! Tpumaiite ii! He myckaiite! — nponyHas
cyBopHii Haka3 IIpanina. JIxXeiH Bimyyna, 110 BCi YEeTBe-
po aiteil o6cTynmmnu 1i.

JXeitH MillHO CTy/nMIa Oui.

— Mepi [lonminc! — 3akpuyana BoHa 3HOBY. — Mepi
IMonminc!

Yusace pyka cxornuia ii i motara rethb Bix Kpictinm,
BaneHraitha, Binbsaima i EBepapna.

— I'e! T'e! I'e! — nynaB no kiMHaTi xpunkuii [Ipaninis
CMiXx.

HeBnanma pyka 1mie ayxxue 3atucHyna pyky IDKeiH i
1€ pillyville NMoTAra KyOuch XiBYMHKY. JIXKeifH He HaBa-
XyBajiaCsl PO3IUTIOLIMTUA Oueit, 60SYUCH MATIOYOTro OIS~
oy [Ipanina, TLUTBKM 1IAJICHO BUIIPYYYBaJIach 3 Ti€l PYKM.

— I'e! I'e! I'e! — 3HOBY MOYyBCsI XpUIIKKAHI CMiX, a py-
Ka TArJa ii BXe No KaM’SSHUX CXOAaX i JIYHKHUX ITOPOXHiX
KOpHIIOpax.

JXeitH yxe He criogiBayiiach Ha mobOpe. dech mosamy
3asMupanu rojiocu Kpictinu i TpiltHAT — ronocu THX,
XTO i¥i He HOIOMOXe.

Bona BimualinyiiHo Bnimpanacs B CX0md, a CXOIH He-
CTPUMHO NIETUIM Ha3all.

AX 0oCh, HE PO3IUTIOLLYIOYM oyei, BOHA HiOW Bimuy-
Jla Hall TOJIOBOIO TEMHI TiHi, a Iidl HOraMUA BOTKY 3€MJIIO.

Hlo 3 Hew? Kymu, ox, xynu ii Benmytb? OX, Hallo
TiIBKM BOHA BepemyBaja! .

A BrieBHEHa pykKa Bce TArna ii Bmnepen. | pantom
JXeiH Bimyysa Ha 10KaX JOTUK COHAYHOTrO NMPOMiHHS,
4YepKHyIach HoraMi o0 pi3yyy TpaBy. Ti€i XX MHUTi 4YHicCh
PYKU MILHO MiIXONHIH il A IMiZHANK B MOBITPA.

— Paryiire! Paryiire!

BoHa xpuyana it 1oCHIN 3BUBAIAcs, BUIIPY4YIOUUCH
i3 Tux pyk. Hi, Tak nmpocro BoHa He mimmactbcsa! BoHa
BimOMBaTUMETbCS, W BiAOMBAaTHMMETHCA, ¢ BiIOMBATH-
METhCA...
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— S 6ymy T06i 1IMpO BOSIYHA, SKLIO TH 3rajlaciil, —
MPOMOBUB 3HAMOMMUIi TOJIOC y HEI HaJd BYXOM, — LLIO L€
MOs HalKpallla CYKHS i 1 MalO HOCHUTH ii Liijie JIiTo!

HxeiH posmmommna ovi. [Ipocto Ha Hei HeBOGIa-
raHHO OTWBWJIMCS THiBHi CHHi OYi.

Pyxu, mo Tak MilHO ii TpUMaiu, — TO OyJH pyKH
Mepi INlonniHc, i HorU, Mo gkux IXeiH Tak omyaimyii-
HO Ouna cBOiIMM, TexX Hajexanu Mepi [MomnmiHc...

— Ox! — npomumpuna IxeitH. — Lle Bu! A g nyma-
Jia, 1o BU MeHe He uynu, Mepi [Tonminc! A nymana, 1o
MEHE 3BiATY HiKOJM-HIiKOJU He BUMYCTATh. S mymMmarna...

— € moou, — ckasayna Mepi [lommiHe, — AKi 3aHanm-
To GaraTto mymaloTh. Sl BieBHEeHa. YTpucs, Oyab Jiacka!

BoHa BkJiana B pyKy JIXXeiH CBOIO rojy0y XyCTHHKY
i 3axoaunacs CTEJIMTHU TOCTEI.

J>XelH nuBUJiacsd Ha HEi, BUTUPAIOYHU CJIbO3U Ha 00-
JINY4i BEJIMKOIO rojyboro XycTHUHKO. iBYMHKA poO3-
TJIIHYJIacsd MO Takii 3HaloMil KiMHaTi. Bureptuii Ku-
JIUM | LIaXOBKa 3 irpalikaMu, i po3KJIAOHUI CTiJIbYUK
Mepi IlonmiHc — Bce 6yno, AK 3aBXOW, Ha 3BUYHHUX
Micusx. [ BiI LbOro i¥ CTajo CIOKIiMHO, TEMIO M 3aTHILI-
Ho. Bona ciyxana, ax Mepi [lommiHc mopaerscsa B
KiMHaTi, i HemaBHii cTpaX WBMOKO MMHaBcs. li 3anuna
XBUJIS 1LACTS.

— Hexe e s Gyna oTak po3BepeayBanach? — ax ca-
Ma He Bipuna BoHa. — Hi, uie, MaGyTh, OYB XTOCh iHIHUIA.

Mepi INonniHc migifia 10 KoMoAa i BUMHsLIA CBixXi
HiYyHi copoyeuku bausHsATaM.

HxeiH nigbirna no Hei.

— JlaBaliTe s1 Harpilo ix O6ina KaMiHa.

Mepi [lonniHc nupxHyna.

— [skyio, He TypOyiics. Y Tebe XK, MEBHO, CTiJIbBKU
cBoro aina. 51 monpoiy Maiikna. Xait BiH MeHi 10ITOMO-
Xe, IK OCh TpHiie 3HU3Y.

JxeiH 3aiapinacs.
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— byap sacka, n03BONBTE MEHi, — CKa3aia BOHa. —
A mobmio pormomaratu. l... s X HailcTaplua.

Mepi [TonniHc B3s1acst pykamMu B 60KH i IKYCh MUTh
3ayMJIMBO IMBMJIacs Ha [IXeiH.

— I'xm! — mpomoBwina BoHa HapewTi. — TibKM He
crany ix, rasau! MeHi # Tak € 110 JlaTaTy.

I BoHa Binmana copoyeuku [xeiH.

— Taxkoro X He Mom1o 6yTH HacrmpaBii! — HacMmixaBcs
TpOxu 3rogom Maiitki, konu JxeiH po3moBiia HOMy npo
cBoi mpuroan. — Tu OH sKa 3aBOLIbLIKY, a Tapits sAxwit!

HxeiH aKych MUTh mogyMana. | cnpasni, Tenep, Ko-
JIY BOHA MpO BCe lie pO3MOBiJaJia, BOHO 3[0aBajioCsl HEM-
MOBIpHHM.

— Moxe, # Tak, — moromwiacs JxeiH. — Ase Tomi
Bce Oy/I0 MOB Hacmpasii.

— Ta Bce T Buragaia! Tu 3aBXOU JTIOOUILI 3aDyMY-
BaTUCA W BUTamyelwl KasHa-1o! Oto mo6 Gunblie He my-
Mmaja!

Maiikn BimuyB CBOIO MepeBary Hajl HEl0: caM BiH
HIKOJIM HE NiyMaB.

— BimifgiTe AulieHb, TTHOOKOOIYMH! — CepaUTO CKa-
3ana Mepi [lonmiHc, BiOCyHYBLUM iX i KIagyyu BausHsT
y Jixeyka. — A Ternep, — cKa3ajia BOHa, N0aiUMBO ITiiT-
KHYBIUM MajigTaM KOBIPH, — MOXE, I MaTHUMy BUIbHY
XBWIVHKY.

BoHa BMitHSIIA WINMWIBKM 3 CBOTO HOBOTO Karemioli-
Ka ¥ KMHYyJNa Horo B KOpoOKy. Po3iiOHyna MenanbioH i
N0ailIMBO MOKJana B KOMOI.

[loTiM cKMHyJa ManbTO, CTPYCHY/NA HOro i MmoBicuia
Ha rayox Ouist mBepeil.

— O, a me x Baml HOBUHA wapd? — crurana
JxeiH. — Bu o, 3aryomwnu ioro?

— Yoro 6 ue? — ckxasaB Maiiki. — BoHa npuitnuia B
HBOMY, 51 GauuB.
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Mepi IlonmiHc obGepHyacs DO HUX.

— bynp nacka, podith cobi CBO€, — cepAUTO cKa3aia
BOHA, — i JaiiTe MEHi poOUTH MOeE!

— A X TinIpKM XOTijla JONMOMOITH, — movyaja Oyna
JIKeHH.

— 51 cama nam coOi pany, AAKylo, — MUpXHyJa Mepi
[Tonminc.

IxeitH onBepHynach i MomIsiHyla Ha Maiikna. Ane
BiH JMBHUBCSI 30BCiM B iHmMiA 6ik. BiH yTymuBcs Bropy
Ha KaMiH, TaK HiOM He BipMB BJIACHUM OYaM.

— o 3 To6010, Maiikine?

— Buxoguth, TH He BMrajgaja?! — TmpOLIENOTIiB
Maiixi, nmoxkasyioun.

JIxeiiH mgHyna. Tam jexaB BeMKuii Tapiitb, TpiCHY-
TUH SIKpa3 NMOCEpeIrHi, 3 HAMATbOBAHUM 3€JIEHUM JIyTOM, 3
BUTBXOBUM T'a€M i TPhOMA XJIOI'SITAMM, L0 Tpajiics B KO-
Hell, — IBOMa TOMNepeny i OMHUM o33y, 3 0aTKKOM Y pylli.

Tineku Tenep Ha HO3i B MOrOHMYa Oyna 3aB’si3aHa He-
BeJIMYKa Oila XyCTMHKA, a Ha TpaBi, TaK HiOM XTOCH 3a-
ryouB ioro Ha Oiry, mpociaBCs KapTaTHil YepBOHHHM
wap@. I 3 onHoro xXpaio Ha HboMy OYJIM BUILHTI JITEPH...

— To oH nme BOHaA ¥oro 3aryouna! — ckazaB Maiiki,
JOTaJUIMBO TOKMBABILM rosioBolo. — CkaxeMo i, 110
MU 3HAULIIU ¥oro?

Ixeitn o3upHynacsg. Mepi IlonmiHc 3ami6yBana Ha
co0i (dapTyx 3 TakuM BHIJISOOM, HiOM il ULIMIT CBIT
HaBiKM 00pa3uB.

— Kpaiie He Tpe6a, — cxa3ajia JiBYUHKA. — 3HAETHCS
MEHi, BOHA 3HaE.

Axycs Muth JIXeEiH CTOSIA, PO3IISAAAIOYM TPiICHYTHA
Tapinsb, XycTouKy Ha HO3i B xyronus i wapd.

I panToM XuHynach yepe3 yClo KiMHATy i IpHmajia
JI0 TIOCTaTi B HaKpoxMayieHoMy Ginomy dapTyci.

— Ox, — xiuunana BOoHa, — 0X, Mepi Ilomminc! S
OiNbllIe HiKOMM He BepexyBaTHUMY!
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JlenBe moMiTHa ycMillika MaiHyja 1o obauydi Mepi
[MommiHe, KoM BOHA po3rjiajKyBaja Ha cobi 3iM’aTuil
dapryx. .

— I'xm! — TinpkM ¥ cka3zaja BOHa.

KAPYCEIJIb

CTOsIB TUXUI PAHOK.

He onuH nepexoxuii y BuiHesiit Bynuyui, 3arisnao-
yu 3a oropoxy bymuuky Homep CiMHamusITh, YyIyBaBCS:

— 1o 3a nauBo? Tuxo, K y Byci!

[ HaBiTh caM BynuHOK, KMl 3BU4aiHO MaJIo 3 YOIO
IVWBYBaBCS, TeIEep 3aHEMOKOIBCS:

— Oit I'ocnmogu! O#t N'ocoan! — TIpUMOBJIAB BiH HU-
1IKOM. — X0Y OM TaM He CTaJoCh HiYOro JIMXOro!

YHu3y, B KyxHi, Micic bpiy, 3 okylsipaMy Ha KiH4YU-
Ky HOCa, OpiMasa Haji ra3erolo.

Micic benkc ynBox 3 EjiH nmpubupanu B KoMomi i
JIIYMIU TIpOCTUpama.

Haropi, B urtauiii, Mepi IlonmiHc HeKBariuBO
CTHpaJia 3i CTOJy IIiCJI CHiaHKY.

— S cporomHi Taka moOpa i Taka CJIyXHsiHa! — COHHO
cka3aja [I3xeiiH, MpOCTATLIMCh Ha 3aJUTiil COHLIEM ITiIJTO03i.

— Yu namoBro? — nupxHysna Mepi [lonmniHc.

Maiikyi BUTSAr OCTAHHIO 1IOKOJIAMHY LYKEPKY 3 KO-
poOKM, sKy mnoaapyBana TiTka ®iocci Ha MHHYIOMY
THXKHI, KOJIM IOMY CTIOBHMJIOCS LLUICTh POKiB.

«Moxe 0, Bimmatu 1ii [XeiH? — po3MipKOBYBaB
BiH. — Yu binsuaram? A6o Mepi INonmiHc?»

Hi, BupiluMB BiH HapelTi: agxe lLe OyB HOro OEHb
HApOIIKEHHS, a HE iXHiM.

— KiHelp — ycboMy BiHeUb! — LIBUACHBKO CKa3aB BiH
i BKMHYB 1LIyKepKy B poT. — LlIxona, 1110 Ginblie Hemae! —
JoJaB BiH i3 XaJieM, 3a3Mpaloy B MOPOXHIO KOPOOKY.
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— Yce rapHe 3peluTol0 KiHYa€eThCsl, — CYBOpPO O3Ba-
nacsa Mepi IMonmiHc.

Maiikn cxunuB HabiK roysoBy i NOIJISTHYB Ha Hel.

— Tinpku He BM, — BilBAXXHO CKa3aB BiH. — A BH X
rapHa.

O6snyus il ocsisyla BOOBOJICHA YCMilIKa i MMTTIO
3HMKJIA.

— [Tob6auumo, — nMpoMoBWIa BoHA. — BiyHoro Hema
Hiyoro.

JXeitH MpUroJIOMIICHO O3UpPHYJACs: SKIIO BiYHOTO
HeMa Hiyoro, To Tofi i Mepi [lonmiHc...

— Hivoro? — 3isiKkaHO nepenuTaga BoHa?

— Aniyoricinpko! — Haronocwia Mepi [lonminc.

I, HiOM BramaBuM, wo Oyno y xeiH Ha AyMii,
Migifioa 0o KaMiHa i B3siJIa CBilf BeJIMKMH IpaXyCHHK.
[TotimM BUTATNA 3-MiJ PO3KJIAAHOrO JiXKa CYMKY i Io-
Kj1ajia #oro Tyau.

JI>xeiiH YMHUTDb MiAXOMWiacs.

— Mepi IlonniHc, Halo BH 1e pobute?

Mepi INonniHC IKOCh OUBHO TJIsSIHYJIa Ha Hel.

— Ha Te, — 3ropma MoBHJia BOHa, — 10 MEHE 3aBXIH
BUMJIM OYTH OXaiHOIO.

I BoHa 3acyHyna KMnuMM’sIHY CYMKY Ha3al il JILKKO.

IIxeiiH rnuboko 3itxHyma. Cepuio ii 3pobutocs
TICHO B TpYASIX.

— Yorocb MEHI TaK TSXKO CTajo, — MPOLIENOTija
BOHa Ao Maiikia.

— Lle, MabyTh, TV IyXe Haliacs MyOUHTY! — CKa3aB BiH.

— Hi, 30BciM He Te, — mo4yajna Oysiia BOHa i 3aMOBK-
na, 60 caMe Ti€i MUTi y OBepi NMOCTYKaJH.

— Cryk! Ctyk!

— 3axonpte! — o3Basiacs Mepi [lonmiHc.

YV nBepsix, nosixawouu, 3’aBuBcs Pobeprcon Eii.

— Bu 3HaeTe 110? — COHHO NpPOKa3aB BiH.

— Hi, a wo came?
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— ¥ Ilapky — Kapycens!

— Lle He HoBuHA U1 MeHe! — mupxHyna Mepi [TormiHc.

— lo? Apmapok? — ax migckoyns Maiixi. — 1 roi-
Janky taM €? I netioui kopabauku?

— Hi, — noBaroM ckaszaB Po6eptcon Eit i moxurtas
rojioBoio. — Tineku Kapycesnpb. Y nmapky. 3 y4yopallHbBO-
ro Beyopa. Sl mymaB, BaM L€ LiKaBo.

BiH cnipokBoia nmoBepHYBCSl i BUHILOB, MPUYNHHB-
1M 3a cO00I10 IBEPI.

IXeiiH ax 3acKakajla 3 HETepIUISTYKU, 3a0yBlUH
CBOIO TPUBOTY.

— Oit, Mepi IMonmiHc, MOXHa, ¥ MU IminemMo?

— Ckaxitp: «MoxHa», Mepi [IlommiHC, CKaxXiTb:
«Moxna», — miaxonuB Maiki, ax TaHIIOIOYH KpYT Hel.

Bona oGepHynacsl Bim ctoimy. Taus 3 TapinkamMu #
yalrkaM¥u TOMIHy/acsd B HEl B PYIIi.

— S mimy, — mpomMoBMJIa BOHA CIOKii{HO, — 60 S Maio
Ha KBUTOK. A PO Bac He 3HaAIO.

— Y MeHe B CKapOHUYIII € WICTh MEHCIB! — panicHO
ckazana [IxeitH.

— Ox, JIXeiH, mo3u4y MEHi ABa NMEeHCH! — OJarajibHo
MOBHMB Maiiki. JIeHs nmepex TMM BiH NOTpPaTHUB yCi CBOi
IPOLLi Ha COJIOALIEBY MAIHUYKY.

060€ nmopuBwiKcs Ha Mepi [lonmiHc: 1110 CKaXe BOHA.

— Hisxux nmo3uyok y uii JAuTtadii, Koau Ballia jac-
Ka! — HeBOJaraHHO cKasaja BOHa. — S Bi3bMy KOXHOMY
3 Bac KBUTOK IpoixaTicd ofMH pa3. [ 6yme 3 Bac.

BoHa MeTHyJacs 4epe3 yCio KiMHATy 3 Talelo B pyKax.

it po3ry6eHO NMepe3upHYJINCH.

— Hlo x ue Take? — CTPUBOXMBCS HaBIiTh 0€3Xyp-
Huit Majikn. — BoHa HiKoOMM 1€ HE ruIaTWia 3a Hac i3
CBOiX rpotueit!

— A BU ChOrofHi cebe mobpe mouyBaeTe, ra, Mepi
[TonmiHC? — cTyp6OBaHO CNMMTaB BiH, KOJM BOHA KBarl-
JIMBO 3a6irna B Autauvy.
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— Kpauie # He Tpe6a! — 3ropma TpycHyJa BOHa ro-
JoBolo. — | O6yna 6 ToGi BeqbMHM BASIYHA, SIKOM TH He
CTOSIB, BUIMBJISIOYHCh HA MEHE, HEHaye B MaHOMNTHUKYMi!
inite 36upaiitecs!

BoHa nuBunacs tak CyBOpoO, ii CHHi OYi TaK THiBHO
OGiManu, a rojoc OpUHIB TaK CEPAMTO, LIO HIiTAM OI-
JIATIO Bil cepus, i BOHM nmoGiram 36uparucs.

| Bpa3z me ¥ minmacg BpaHilUHS THUILA — 3aCTyKallM
IBEpi, 3aJlyHaJIu TOJIOCH, 3aTYIOTIIM HOTH.

— Hy ocb! Hy ocs! Ax neruie crano! bo s Bxe OyB
HE Ha XapT CTPUBOXMBCS! — MOBMB caM 10 cebe bynu-
HOK, ciyxarouu, gk [xeitH 3 Maiikiom i bausHsaTa 3a-
JIOTIOTIJIM HOTaMM, 30iraloyd BHU3 MO CXOIaXx.

Mepi IlonniHc Ha XBWIMHY CIIMHUJIACS B MEepenIo-
KOl ¥ MorjisiHy/1a Ha cebe B A3epKalo.

— Oii, xomimo Bxe, Mepi [lonniHc! Yce Ha Bac ra-
pasn! — HeTepIuisye CKpUKHYB Maiik.

BoHa pByuko 00epHyJacs 10 HbOIO.

OG6anuusa ii Oyno cepaure, oOypeHE i 3OMBOBaHE
BOIHOYAC.

Oue cka3aB! Yce rapasa! Yce rapasa Tta ¥ TiJIbKK —
KOJIM Ha Hii 1l CHHIil XaKeT i3 CpiOHUMHU I'YA3UYKAMM,
Ha 1Hi 30JI0TUI MEOAJIbIOH, a IiJ MaxBOIO IapacojibKa
3 TOJIOBOIO Maryru Ha KiHLi Aepxayka!

Mepi IlonmniHc nmupxHysa.

— Yoro x Bin Tebe ¥ criomiBatuch? Lle i Tak nuBo! —
pi3ko npomMoswia BoHa. BugHo 6yno, wo Maiikiose 3a-
YBaXXCHHS HE CIIPABUJIO 1M aX HisIKOI MPUEMHOCTI.

Ane Maiikn O6yB Takuil 3aKJIOMOTAaHUM CBOIM, LIO
HIiYOro He MOMITHB.

— XomiMo, [xeitH! — BUTYKHYB BiH, aX IMPUTAHLIBO-
BYIOYM 3 HETEpIUIAYKU. — S BXe MPOCTO HEe MOXY!
XoniM 1BuaLe!

BoHu ynBox no0Girau Briepen, He J0YEeKaBIUUCh, MO-
ku Mepi [Tonminc ymoctuth BAu3HAT y Bi3oK.
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Ocb BOHM BHOIrM 3a XBIpTKY ¥ MOAAIUCH TyOu, e
Majna 6yt Kapycens. Bin INapky gonmHysna npuriyiie-
Ha XMMEpHa My3MKa — TakK, HiOM Tam, JaJIeKO, BepTA-
YHUCh, A3MKYAJIa He3BMYAMHA JI3UTA.

— Jobpuit nmeHsp! To AK Haule 310poB’AYKO! —
MpUBITaB iX MUMCKINUBUI ronoc Mic 2KaiiBopoH. BoHa Be-
jJa Bynuukolo cBoix cobax.

I, He yekaroun Ha Bianosigb, Mic JKaitBopoH moBena
Jiani:

— HanesHe, 6ixute Ha Kapyceas! Mu 3 Exapio #
Binne6i ouie noBepraemMocs 3BiaTh. Taka yymoBa po3Ba-
ra! Tak yce npucroiHo, yncro! I Taka yemHa obcyra!

Mic XKaitBopoH mno6irna gami. Cobaku 006iu Hei ax
NepeKUIAUTUCS 3 paliolLiB.

— Ilacnupo! IllaciuBo! — TykHysa BOHa, le pa3
O3MPHYBILKCH, i 3HUKJIA 32 POTOM.

— Komanpa, Bci 1o nomn! Hansrai, xnonui! — mo-
nuHyB Bif [lapky no6pe 3HaioMuit royoc, i B 6pami mno-
KazaBcsa AaMipas byMm. YBechb po3uepBOHINMIA, BiH 3a-
B3STO BUTaHLbOBYBaB MaTPOCBKHi TaHOK.

— Ho-ro-ro — i nnsiiuHa poMy! AnMipai npoixaBcs
Ha Kapyceni! Posnaiice, Mope! KpeBeTku i Momocku!
Mog T0Gi majieke MmiaBaHHsA! — MPUBITAB BiH HiTEH.

— | mu — na Kapycens! — pamicHo ryknys Maiikir.

— [o? [ Bu Takox? — AmMipait XTo3Ha-SIK 3MMBYBaBCH.

— ABxex! — 3asBuna JIXXeiH.

— To, Moxe X, Xo4 He Ha30BCiM? — AmMipall SIKOCb
yynHo norisgHyB Ha Mepi [lonmiHc.

— [lpokaTaroTbcsl, JJaCKaBUi JOOpoOAil0, — MaHipHO
MOBMJIa BOHa.

— A! On sax! Hy, waciuBo! — ckazaB Anmipai He-
CMOMIBAaHO JIATiAHUM TOJIOCOM.

[ panToM, Ha npeBeJMKHII MOOMB IiTAM, BiH BHCT-
PYHUMBCS, MPUKIIAB PYKYy IO KallKeTa i XBallbKO BiIJaB
Mepi [lonmiHC yecTb.
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= Vy-yy-ym! — TyT-Taku MpOCYPMMB BiH Y XYCTHHY.—
Birpuna Hanunuait! Skip mimuama! | — mpoiuasait, Mu-
JieHbKa, TpolaBaii!

I, momaxaBwin pykowo, BiH BUXWISCOM IIOAaBCs IIO
TpOTyapy, FOJIOCHO BUCITiBYIOYH:

KoxHa miBYMHOHBKA JI00UTH MOpsKa!

— A yomy BiH cka3aB. «[lpomaBaii!» i Ha3BaB Bac
«Mmunenpka»? — cnmtaB Maiiki, imyuyn nopydy Mepi
[TonmiHc i 30eHTEXXEHO TUBASYHUCH YCIIil AIMipaJioBi.

— bo mna nHeoro g — Jlioouna, lNmHa lanu! —
Bigpizania Mepi INlonminc.

AJsie o4i il IUBMIHCS HIXHO i 3aMpisTHO.

J>XeiH 3HOB YOMYCh CTaJi0 CYMHO i TSDKKO Ha Cepili.

«Hy mio, Hy 1m0 MoXe€ CTaTHUCH?» — 3aHENOKOEHO
nuTanacsa BoHa caMa cebe. IlotiM TopkHynacs pyku Me-
pi [lomnmiHc, sIKa Be3ia Bi30K, i BiduyJia MOJErKiCTh — Ta-
Ka Teruia i HajiifHa 31anacs OiBUMHLI Ta pyKa.

«f$lka X s nOypHeHbKa! — HHUIIKOM cKa3ana cobi
Hxein. — Hiyoro nuxoro He Moxe cTatucsl»

I BoHa, BXe ChnoOKilHille, 3aKBanuaacd IOpydYy i3
Bi3koMm 10 [lapky.

— [locTrpuBaitte xBuauuky! [loctpuBaitre! — npony-
HaB Mo3aly 3agUXaHHWil rojoc.

— O! — cka3aB, ob0epHyBlIMCh, Maiikin. — Ta e X
mic IlepciMmmoH!

— A or i Hi! — 3acanaHo BumoBwaa Mic Ilepcim-
moH.— Le — micic ITepyx!

| Bona, 3aluapiBiunch, moguBuaacs Ha Mictepa Ile-
pyKa. BiH cToSB ropy4 Hei, COpoM’SI3JINBO BCMiXalOYHCh.

— CporogHi xi6a m’ATHUUA? — panToM crMTana
JXeiH.

— Ta Hi! Ha wacrg, Hi! — KBanJaMBO CKa3aB MiCTep
[lepyk. — Mu... e-e-e... IpocTo npuituy mno... Ox, Me-
pi, 106puit neHb!

— O, maapky Anvoepte! [JoOpuit IeHB!
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Bci Tpoe motucau OOHE OGHOMY PYKH.

To ™ 3i6panacs Ha Kapycenbp? — cniuraB MicTep
[Mepyk.

— Arox. Mu Bci Tynu.

— ¥Yci? — 6poBu Mmictepa Ilepyka migCKO4YMIU ax IO
yyba — TaK BiH 30MBYBaBCS.

— Hexaii i BOHM mpokaTaloThcs! — KMBHyJa Mepi
[lonmivc Ha mite. — Cunith cnokiitHo, Oynb jacka! —
NiAHSJAa BOHA rojioc Ha BiAM3HAT, fiKi Mano HE BUCTpHU-
OyBanu 3 Bi3zka. — Bu x He Muiui 3 Hupky!

— O, posymMiio! A Ttoni... 3iiinyts? Hy... byBaii, Me-
pi, i — bon voyage! Mictep [lepyk nyxe uLepeMOHHO
MiAHSB HA rOJIOBOIO Kamenioxa.

— Ha Bce Bam mobpe, i... ASKy10, WO NMpUALLINA! —
ckazana Mepi [lonmiHc, 3rpabHO BKJIOHMBILUUCH MiCTe-
poBi i Mmicic I1epyk.

— A mo ue — bon voyage? — 3anuTaB Maiiki, o3u-
paloyMCh Yepes Iuieye, SIK OJaJICHUIM I1O0CTaTi MyXKOro,
KpymieHbkoro micrepa Ilepyka i BMNpoOCTaHOi, TOHKOI
Micic Ilepyk.

— «lllacnuBoi nogopoxi». SIkoi He Oyne B Tebe, KO-
M TH He Nigewr wBuame! — nosiciuna omy Mepi [Non-
MiHC.

BiH ripuckopuB xony.

My3uKy crajio yyTu Oyxue, 3arpuMind GapabGaHu,
KJIUYY4YH BCix OO0 cebe.

Mepi IlonniHc Maixe nobirna i oCh ye 3aBepHyJia
Bi3oK y [lapkoBy Opamy. Ta HecnoaiBaHo nobayuia mne-
ped cobo10 Ha achanbTi MaJIOHKH i 3ynUHWIACS.

— Yoro ue MU cranm? — CEpOUTO IPOLLEMOTIB
Maiiki. — Tak MM HiKoJaM He moinemo!

XYIoOXHHUK caMe€ CKiHYMB MaJlloBaTH KOJBOPOBOIO
KpeWa0I0 HATIOPMOPT i3 OPYKTIB: 1I0JIyKO, IpyLly, CIUBY
1 0aHaH — i fKpa3 MianucyBaB yHU3Y:

«Bi3bMM TIOKY1LUTY#!»
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— E-rm! — tTnxecenpko KaunuistHyna Mepi I[MonmiHc.

YonosBik yMUTH 3ipBaBCsl Ha piBHI Horw, i JXxeiH 3
MaiixjioM noGaynaM, 1o TO BeAUKMH mpusrens Mepi
HMomminc — Xynoxuuk, 3Mmyimenni Iponasatu CipHu-
KH.

— Mepi! Hapewri! {1 yekalo Tyt uinuit ngeHs!

Mepi [lonmiHc 3qaBajiacs i 3aCOPOMIICHOIO i LIACIU-
BOIO BOJHOYAC.

— 3Haeu, bepre, Mu — Ha Kapycenb, — cka3zaia BoO-
Ha, 3allapiBLUUCK.

BiH KMBHYB roiosolo.

— 4 3HaB, W0 TM HEOOMIHHO MNpHiiAcell. A BOHU
MoigyTh 3 TO0OI? — CIUTAB BiH, MOKa3ylOYM Ha JiTei.

Mepi [lonmiHc 3araikoBO MOXHTAaNIa TOJOBOIO.

— I[IpokaTaloTbCsl TUIBKU, — BiATIOBLIa BOHA.

— O! — BiH ckpuBuBcs. — Po3yMilo.

Maiikn OyB 30BCiM CHAHTEIMYEHMH. «A 10 X YCi
pobnsaTe Ha Kapyceni, Koim He KaTalOThCA!» — He
Mir' BiH 30arHyTu.

— SIxwii yymoBuii HaTropMopT y TeOe BUIALIOB! — 3a-
XoreHo ckaszana Mepi IlommiHc.

— [lpurowaiirecst! — Beceno mnimxonus IIpomaBeun
CipHuckis.

I panToM, Ha oyax y BpaxkeHuX aiteit, Mepi [lomnmiHc
Haxuinnacs, B3suia 3 acajibTy HaMalbOBaHY CIU-
BY ¥ HaIKyCWUJia TPOXH.

— A TM He NoKywTyeu? — 00epHyBcsl XyOOXHMK 10
JxeiH?

BoHa TiTbKM OUBUIACS HA HBOTO.

— Xiba B MeHe Buiine?

[#1 3maBanock, 110 1ie B3araji HEMOXJIUBO.

— A T4 cripoOyii!

HxeiH Haxunumacs Do s0JIyKa, i BOHO TakK i CKOYM-
Jo i1 y pyku. BoHa Hankycuia itoro yepBoHuit 6ik. A6-
JIYKO OyJIo gy>Xe cMaudHe.
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Ak BM 1e poOuTe? — NPUTOJOMIUEHO CIIMTaB
Maiixa.

— Lle He 51, — cka3aB XymoxHHK. — Lle — Bona! —
BiH xuBHYB Ha Mepi [lonmiHc, sika, rOpmOBUTO BHUIIPO-
CTaBIIHUCh, CTOsu1a Ol Bi3ouka. — lle OyBae TinbKH
TOMi, KOJIM CXOYEe BOHA, OCh Y 4iM piu!

I BiH HaxMJIMBCH, B35B 3 acajbTy HaMaJIbOBaHY Ipy-
wy ¥ nogaB MaykJoBi.

— A Bu? — 3aBaraBcs Maiiki: xou oMy it KopTiia
rpylia, Ta BiH HaMaraBCsi OyTH YEMHHM.

3a MeHe He TypOy#cs, — ckKazaB XyJOXHUK. —
A cobi 3aBXIM MOXY HamasoBaTH 1ie!

I 3 uumMu crnoBamMu B3gB OaHaH, PO3JIOMUB HOroO
HaBITiJ i npocTsr 0o0oM bnusHsTaM.

[x HeBimCTYNMHO KIMKana O3BiHKa, Beceja My3MKa.

— Hy, Bepre, Ham uac! — 3akBanunacs Mepi Ilormn-
IIIHC, MOKJIaBIUM KiCTOYKY 3 CJIMBHM IOMIX CTOBITYMKAMU
[TapxoBoi oropoxi.

TobGi HeomMiHHO TpeGa HTH? — 3aCMYYEHO CIIMTaB
Bepr. — Hy, o x, Oysaii, Most ronyoko! I Hexaii To6i macTiTh!

— Ta BM X ime nobayutecs 3 HUM, IpaBaa? — CIIH-
TaB Maiiki, mnpobiraioun cinigom 3a Mepi [lomnmiHc y
[lapxoBy Gpamy.

— Moxe, nobauyycs, a MOXe, i Hi, — KOPOTKO CKa-
3aysia BoHa. — lle cripaBa He TBOs!

JXeitid ornsiHynacs.

[IpogaBeup CipHMKIB CTOSB Ouisi CBOEI KOPOOKM 3
KOJILOPOBOIO KpEWIoI0, TIPUKHUITIBIIA OYMMa 1O MOCTaTi
Mepi lNMormmiHc, w0 BXe yBiifluia B 6pamy.

— SIkmiich IMBHMHA CBOTrOOHI HEHb! — HACYIUIEHO
npomMoBuna I XeiH.

Mepi [lonmiHc NUIBHO ISHYNA HA Hel.

— | o X y HpOMY Takoro JIUBHOrO?

— Hy... Bci Tuibkn # kaxyTts «bysaii!» i TaKk sgKoCh
YyoHO Ha BaC OUBIATHCS!
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— Kasanomy kpaio Hema! — ypsana ii moBy Mepi Ilon-
miHc. — | IMBUTHCH HiKOMY HE 3a00pOHEHO, TaK YU Hi?

HxeitH npoMoByasa. BoHa x mo0Gpe 3Hanma: gapMa
po3nuTyBaTH npo I1moch Mepi [lonmiHC — O@HAKOBO
HIYOro He JOIMUTAEUICS.

HiBuMHKa 3iTXHy/a. A 110 BOHA i camMa HE 3Haia,
YOMY 3iTXa€, TO parToM KMHYJacs Oirtv, — reperaHso-
yu Maiikna, # Mepi [lonmiHe, i Bi3o4ok, — Tyau, I€
rpajia My3HuKa.

— 3auekait Ha MeHe! 3auekait Ha MeHe! — FyKHYB
Maijiki, nocmiialoum 3a HeElo.

A 33 HUM YMMIYX MOKOTHUBCS Bi30K, SIKMH Be3ja
Mepi IlomnmiHc.

Ha ransiBuHi, oTroueHiil nunamm, crosina Kapycensb.
BoHa 6yJia HOBa-HOBICiHbKa, yCsI TaK i CsIs1a, TaK i BUO-
JIMCKYBaJla, a KOHUKM Ha MiIHMX CTOSIYKAaX TaK i MOpM-
BAJIMCh ynepen. Ha Bepiieyky JOMOTiB CMyracTuM Iipa-
nopeup, Ta it yca Kapycenp Oyjia 0o3p00eHa 30JI0TUMHU
Bi3€pYHKaMM 3 CpiOHMM JIMCTSIM, 6apBUCTHMMM MTAllIKa-
MM ¥ 3ipoukamu. OpHE ClnoBO, BOHA Oyfa Taka, K Ka-
3aja Mic ZKailBOpoH, HaBiTh Kpalla.

Konu Boum mnigimnu, Kapycenp 3akpyruiaces
rmoBiUNBHilIe i 3ynuHMaacs. [lapkosuit Jornspmay, HiOU
BiH OYB TYT HaYaJIbHMK, MIPUTPHUMAB ii 32 OAUH 3 MiIOHUX
CTOSTUKIB.

— IlpoxonpTe cromu, ciopu! Tpu neHcH oamH Typ! —
TIOBAXHO TyKaB BiH.

— 5] 3Hal0, Ha SIKOrO MeHi KOHs cicTH! — cka3as
MaiikJ i KWHYBCSl 1O CHHbO-YE€PBOHOTO KOHMKA, Y SIKO-
ro criepeay Ha 30JI0TOMY ITacouyky OyJsi0 HanmucaHe Horo
iM’st — TlpynkoHoruii. Maitkn Bugepcsi HOMy Ha CIIMHY
i BXOTIMBCS 32 MiIHHI CTOSTYOK.

— CwmituTu 3a60poHeHo! JloTpuMyiite rnpaBui! — Me-
TynUIMBO 3arykaB [ornsimau, xonm JIXeiH mnpobdirana
TIOB3 HBOTO.
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— A Mosa — Crpina! — kpukHysa JXkeitH i BUii3ia Ha
6ackoro 6i10ro KOHsl, iM’sl SKOro CTOSUIO Ha YepBOHOMY
Naco4yKy y HbOrO Ha TpyIsX.

Mepi [lonniHc y3s1a 3 Bi3ouka bBau3HAT i mocaau-
na bapbapy nomepen Maiikia, a JIxXoHa mno3any
JxeiH.

— SIKi BaM KBUTKM — Ha TMEHHi, Ha Ba, HA TpH, Ha
YOTHMPH YM Ha ’sATh? — cnuTaB Kapyce/lpHuK.

— Ilo micTe neHHi! — ckazana Mepi IlonniHc, nona-
I0YM OMY YOTMPH 1LIECTUIIEHCOBMKHU.

— CwMmitutn 3ab0opoHeHo! — rykHyB Jlorjasgaady, mno-
3MpPHYBIIM Ha KBUTKH B pykax y Mepi IlommiHc.

— A BM 3 HaMM He mnoigeTe? — KpUKHYB Maiki 1o
Mepi IlonmiHc.

— Tpumaiicas sak ciaig, Oynp jacka! Tpumaice
MitHim! A noiny apyruM pasom! — 6ypkHyna Mepi [lon-
TiHC. .

IlponyHaB cBuCTOK. 3HOB 3arpana My3uka. | KOHH-
KM TOBOJi-TIOBOJIEHBKH PYILIHJIM.

— Tpumaiitech, Oyap Jlacka, 1obpe! — cyBopo Haka-
3ayia Mepi [lonmiuc.

BoHu nocayxanucs. depeBa NONJIMUBIM ITOB3 HMX.
MigHi cTOAYKM 3aXOOWAM TO Bropy, To BHHM3. Ilpu-
3axiTHEe COHILIE OOJMNO HiTeH CIiMyuyuM NPOMIHHSM.

— Hyxuye TpuMaiitecsi! — 3HOB MOYYJAM HiTA TojioC
Mepi IlonmiHc.

BOHM BXONWIMCS 3a CTOSTYKHU 1UE MilTHiLLe.

HepeBa 3akpyrunucs wBuaue — Kapycens po3raHsi-
jacsi. Maikn MiuHilie obxonuB pykamu bap6apy.
JDKe#H cArHyna pykoo Hasap i mobpe Tpumana IXoHa.
[ — nmoixanu, Bce mBHaue i wBuaue. Bitep MasiB iXHIM
BoJIoccsIM i xonoauB moku. HesromHo myanu Ilpyako-
Horuit i Crpina 3 miTbMM Ha cniMHax, i Bechb Ilapk, xu-
JITYKCH | TOMIAIOUYMCH, 3aKPYXJISB-3aMMIOTIB JIOBKOJIA
HMX.
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3maBajyiocsl, BOHM HiKOJIM BX€ HE CITMHSATBCS, 34aBa-
Jlocsl, 3HUK 4Yac, 3HUK UUIMA CBIiT — OYJIO TiJIBKA SICHE
KpYXaJIO CBiT/Na i NpynkKi 6GapBUCTI KOHUKH.

CoHlIe 3aiIIUT0, i HAa 3eMJTIO 3/IETIIM CYTiHKHU. A HiTU
BCE MYaAIH AcATi WBUALLE, K MOKH 3eMJIS B iXHIX o4ax
3nuiacst 3 HeOOM B OOHE LJie i LIAJIEHO 3aBepTiiacs
KpYr HUX, FYAyYH, MOB BEJICTEHChKAa A3Ura.

Hixomu JxeiH i Maiiknosi, IxoHoBi i Bapbapi
BX€ HE BiIYYTU TaK OJM3BKO Bill CBOIX CEpACLb Bejie-
TEHCBKOTO CepLs CBiTy, K Ml Yac Li€i He3abyTHBOI
Moi3AKK. | BOHM HIOU SIKMMOCH YMHOM 3HAJIU IIE.

«Hixomu! Bxe Oulbllie Hikomu!» — HEHaye CHiBaJIo
LOCh Y IXHIX Oyllax, Mif A3BiHKE KPYXJISAHHS 3eMJli W
Heba, y nemati ruOIINX CyTiHKaX.

| HecnomiBaHO HiTHM TMOMITWIH, IO JEpeBa HOBKO-
Jla — TO BX€ HE€ CyLiJibHa 3eJicHa cMyra, 60 3 Hel Ipo-
ctynwiu croB6ypu. HeGo BXe Biaminmwioce Bim 3eMii, i
[Tapx yxe He MUTTIB neped o4uma. TuxIile i THUXILE TO-
CyBaIMCh KOHi. AX ochk Kapycenb cnmHuiacs.

— Cioou! Crogn! Tpu neHcu 3a Typ! — IrykaB Hech
Binmanik [lapkosuit Hornsmay.

Yci yerBepo nosnasunu 3 Kapycemi, 3arepruti Big
JOBroro KaTaHHs. AJie o4i iXHi CSSUTH i TOJIOCH TPEMTLIN
Bill 1LIACTSI.

— O#, sxa Kpaca, fiKa Kpaca, siKka Kpaca! — rykajua
xeitH, canopnstyu JIXKOHAa y Bi30YOK i AUBJISAYHUCH Ha
Mepi [lonmiHc NPpOMEHUCTMHU OYUMA.

— Ax6u MoxHa OyJI0O OTaK KaTaTHUCh, i KaTaTUCh, i
KaTaTuUch! — BUTYKHYB Maiixn, nocaguswu bapbapy y
Bi30o4oK Oina XOHa.

Mepi [lonninc nornsiHyna Ha HUX. Odi ii B cyTiHKax
30aBaIUCSl HANIPOYyA JIarifHUMHU A JOOpUMHU.

— Yce rapHe 3pelITOl0 KiHYa€eThCsA! — TPOMOBMIIA
BOHA BX€ BJpYre LUbOTO ITHS.

Toni TpycHysa rojioBoro i noriasHyna Ha Kapycens.
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— Temep si! — Beceno ckKa3ajia BOHa, 3yIMHWIACS Ha
MHTB i WIOCh AiCTajna 3 Bi3oykKa.

[ToTtiM BUMpocTanacs i mocrosiia 1ie SIKyCb XBUWIMHY,
JUBJISTYMCH Ha AiTeH TUM CBOIM OJUBHUM IOIJISIAOM, SKUIA
HeHaye csraB y caMy Aylly il YUTaB HAMMIMOLII TyMKM.

— Maiiksie, — NpoMoOBMJIa BOHA, JIETEHbKO TOPKHYB-
IIMCh PYKOIO OO Horo 1oku. — byabp n1oOpuM xiormyu-
KoMm!

BiH cTpuBOX€EHO migHAB Ha Hei odi. 1lo e BoHa po-
outp? VY yomy piy?

— Hxein! Jornsapait Maiikna i biusuHar! — ckasana
Mepi Ilonmiunc. I, B3siBlIuM pyky XeiH, nmokiana ii Ha
PYUYKY Bi3Ka.

— Cipaitre! Cimaiite! — 3arykaB KoHTporep.

Ha Kapycesni 3acBiTUIMCST BOTHi.

Mepi [lonminc mosepHynacs.

— Iny! — rykHyna BoHa, MaxHYBLUM MAapacoyibKoOO 3
rOJIOBOIO TMANyryd Ha KiHLi JepXXayka.

Bona MeTHynacsl Kpi3b CMYXKY TeMpPSIBH, L0 IMpPO-
nsarna Mix gitemu i Kapycemno.

— Mepi [lonmiHc! — ckpukHynaa JIXeilH TpeMTIYUM
rojocoM. bo it panToMm, He 3HaTHM YoMy, 3poOwiocs
CTpallHO.

— Mepi lNonmiHc! — 3akpuyaB i Maiiki, 3HeHalbKa
7 cobi 379KaBUIVCh.

Ane Mepi IlonmniHc HiIOM i HE Yyna Toro Kpuky. Bo-
Ha JIETKO CKOYWIa Ha Tiat@opMmy i, CiBLLIA Ha ciporo B
sI0;TyKax KOHsI, 1o 3BaBcs Kapamenb, ropro Bumpocra-
Jlacsl Ha Cimi.

— B omuH KiHeup 4M ¥ Hasag? — 3anuTtaB KoHTpo-
JIep.
BoHa, 3maBanioch, XBWIMHY 3Baxysasa. IlornsiHyna
Ha Aaiter, Todi Ha KoHTponepa.

— XTO3Ha, — MPOMOBHWJIA BOHA 3aIyMJIMBO. — AHY X
sroguThes? JaBaiiTe TyaM i Hasam.
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KoHTposiep npoOMB OipO4yKYy B 3€JIEHOMY KBUTKY i
noaas iioro Mepi [Nonmixc. IxeiH 3 MaiikiioM noMiTh-
JIA, 1O BiH HE B3SIB 3 HEl rpoluei.

3HOBY 3arpajia My3uKa, Crepiuy TUXeHbKO, a JaJii ro-
JIOCHilliE, BIEBHEHILUE, MepeMOoXHillie. bapBUCTI KOHU-
KY MOBUIBHO PYLLIWJIN.

Mepi [MomnmiHc, TOpAOBUTO BMMPOCTaHA, 3aauBIcHa
Briepen, npoixana nos3 aireit. Ilin maxBolo B Hei Oyna
napacoJjibKa 3 TOJIOBOIO Marnyry Ha KiHli aepxadka. Py-
KaMM B pyKaBHYKaX BOHA TpUMajacsl 3a MiIHUI CTOs-
4yoK. A nepen Helo, Ha CIMHI B KOHS...

— Maiikie! — ckpukHyna JxeiH, yxonusiLy Gpara 3a
pyky. — Tu 6auuiu? BoHa, MaOyTs, Oyna y Bi3Ky. Ii cymka!

Majikn npuavBUBCS.

— Twu pyMaei?.. — mpolUEnoTiB BiH.

JI>)KeHH KWBHYJA TrOJIOBOIO.

Ane X... MemanbiloH Ha Hii! JlaHIoXoK winuit!
Sl no6pe 6ayus!

bau3zHgTa y Bi30YKy mMo3ad HHUX 3alxuKain, Ta
JIxxeiH 3 MaikjIoM He 3BepHYJIM Ha Hux yBaru. Ouuma,
MOBHUMHU TPUBOTH, BOHU Npukuminu no Kapyceii.

A Kapycens yxe posirHanacsa. [Hitu Oinblie He
po3pisHsanu, ae [lpynkoHoruit, a ne Crpina. Bce mns
HUX 3JIMJIOCSI B PYXJIMBE KPYXaJlO SICKpaBOTO CBiTJa, —
yce, KpiM TEMHOI, TOPAOBUTO BUIPOCTAHOI MOCTATi Ha
TOMY KpyXaji, sika TO HabGiuxanacsg OO HMX, TO 3HOB
3HHMKana.

A My3MKa rpajla yce TOJIOCHIllie, yC€ lUaJIeHille.
[ Kapycenb kpyxnsina yce wBuawe i wmBuawe. Ochb
3HOBY 10 AiTeit HabGJAM3UIacs TEMHa IOCTaTh Ha CipoMy
B s10/1yKax KOHi. | uboro pasy, KoM BOHa TOpPiBHSJIACH
3 HUMM, LIOCH SICHE, OJMCKYUYe 3CYHYJIOCS B HEl 3 LM,
MOJIETIJIO JOHU3Y i BNaJio OISl IXHiX Hir.

JIxxeiH Haxunuaacs i migHana oro. To O6yB 30J0TUi
MeNajbOH Ha YPUBKY JIAHLIOXKA.
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— To ue cnpasni, cnpasai! — Maiki 3ailIOBCs TUIa-
yeMm. — Ox, Binkpu# ¥oro, [xeiH!

BoHa TpeMTSYMMM NajblSIMM HATHCHYJIAa Ha 3aMO-
4OK, i MEeOaJibOH po3IUiOHYBCS. MepexTIMBE CBIiTIO Bil
Kapyceni Brmano Ha ckJio, i OiTM MOGAaYWIM Mil HUM Ha-
MaJIbOBaHi BJIaCHi OOJIMYYS, 10 OOKBITYAIA TOPAOBUTY
TOJIOBY 3 PiBHUM YOPHHUM BOJIOCCSIM, CYBOPUMM CHHIMU
OoYMMa, pyM’SSHUMHU 1LOKaMH i TPOXHU 3aAEpPTHUM, HAye B
JIEPEB’IHOI JISIJIBKA, HOCOM.

— [IxerH, Mariki, /IxoH, bapbapa ta AHHabea

beHkc

i
Mepi Ilonmixce, —

npoyutana JxeiH nignuc yHusy.

— To on y HbOoMy 110 Oyno! — XamiOHO CKa3aB
Maiixn, xonu IXeWH 3aKkpuia MeNaJbiOH i IMOKJIajia B
KUueHo. Termep BiH TBEpAO 3HAB, WO CHONIBAaTUCH
OisblIE HEMA Ha 11O.

Bouu obGepnynucs no Kapyceni. Oui iM 3acninuio
CBITJIO, Y TOJIOBi 3allaMOPOYMJIOCS Bill LIAJIEHOrO KpYyX-
nauHsa Kapyceni. KoHUMKM BXe NMpoCTo JiTaiv, a He Oi-
rajav, a My3uKa JiyHajla Ha BCIO CHITy.

| panroM crasiocst wock avBoBKKHE. [lin ormyuuimsi
3BYKM CypM, Habupalouu aenaii 6inbiioro po3roHy, Kapy-
cellb 3HEHalbKa BimipBanack Bin 3eMii! Bce Buiiie i BuiLe
migiiiManacd BOHA, BCE MYXKYE JITAIM KpyXKa OapBHCTi
KOHi, i M HUMU Kapamens 3 Mepi [lonniHc Ha crivHi.
BepTtke CBITJIO 30JIOTIUIO JIMCTS BXE Ha BeplIeyKax JepeBa.

[Tonerina! — ckazaB Maiiki.

Ox, Mepi llonniHc, Mepi [lomnmniHc, BepHITLCS, BEp-
HiTbCS! — 3arykaju AiTd, 30ilMaloud OO0 Hei pyKH.

Ane BOHa HE OMBWIACS Ha HMX i, 3MaBajioCs, HE 4y-
J1a 1XHiX roJIOCIB.

— Mepi [NonniHc! — BOCTaHHE BimYaWOyLWIHO T'YKHY-
JIU BOHH.
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Ane Bianosimi He OyJio.

Kapycenb 3Hsimacsi BXe aX TIeThb INOHaA IepeBa i,
KPYXUISIIOUHM, JIeTUIa KyOMCh y 30psiHe He0o. BoHa Bce
JaJieHina # majieHiia, Bce MEeHIlana i MeHIlana, ax IMo-
Kku nocrath Mepi [lonmiHc cTana neaBe MOMITHOIO TEM-
HOIO IIITOYKOIO Ha CBITJISIHIN TUISIMI.

AX ocb i Kapycenn 3pobunacsd MpocTo MajieHbKOIO
MEPEXTIMBOIO IJISIMKOIO Ha HeOi — HiOM HE3BMYHO Be-
JIMKOIO 3ipKOIO.

Maiikj 1IMOPTHYB HOCOM i MMOYaB IIYKATH XyCTOUYKY.

— VY MeHe mus 3aTepruia, — INMOSCHMUB BiH.

Ane xonu I>xeitH Ha MUTb BilBEpHYJIacs, BiH Moxar-
IEM BUTEP OWi.

IXeitH TUTbKM CTHXa 3iTXHYJIa, OJUBJISYMCH Yy HEOO.
IToTiM cTasia IMBMTHUCH B IHIUMKA OiK.

— Yac momoMmy, — MpOMOBWIa BOHA, 3raJaBllM, ILO
Haka3yBaja iii Mepi Ilonmiuc.

— Ciogn npoxonbTe! TpH nmeHcH KBUTOK!

Hornsimay, 1o BiIHOCMB MO30MpaHE CMiTTSI, 3HOB
migifimoB 6xwk4ye. BiH MornsiHyB Ha Te Micle, A€ 1HOi-
Ho cTosuia Kapycenb, i Ha MUTh ocToBMiB. [ToTiM 03Hp-
HYBCSI i TUTBKM pOTa po33siBMB. ToOMi 3amep roiosy, i odi
Horo moJji3nm Ha joba.

— TI'eit, cmyxaitte! — 3aranacysaB BiH. — Lle He no3-
BoJisieTbest! TyT TOGi Oynma — i TyT TOOI 3HHMKIA! Lle —
nopyuieHHs npaBwi! — BiH ILOCWIM MOCBapUBCS Kyna-
KoM y He60. — A uie 3pony Takoro He 6auyuB! HaBith sK
oy Masum! S Hamumy panopt! S Jlopn-Meposi mno-
ckapxycst!

Hitu MoBuku pyunwiu retb 3 [lapky. Bim Kapyceni
HE 3IMILIMIOCA aHi Ciimy Ha TpaBi, aHi SIMOYKM Ha
semni. Hine He 6ysno Hikoro BumHo, TUIbKM Hornsmay
Ilapky cTosiB cepen 0e3MOMHOro 3€JIE€HOr0 MOpPiXKKa i
BHMKPHMKYBaB CBOl MOTPO3M y HEOO.
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— BoHa B3sJ1a KBUTOK Ha3al, — 03BaBCSI Maikii, TH-
X0 CTynawyM o00iK Bi3oyka. — SK TH OyMmaell, BHXO-
OUTh — BOHA 1LIE MOBEPHETHCS?

HxeitH mogyMalia XBUJIMHKY.

— Moxe. SIKmo MU OyXe Ha Hei YeKaTUMEMo, —
MOBIJIbBHO NMPOMOBMJIA BOHA.

— Tak, Moxe!.. — cka3aB Maiki, TUXEHBKO 3iTXHYBILH,
1 332 LTy JOpOry AOJOMY HE O3BaBCsl OUIBILIE i CJIOBOM.

— Oue HoBHHA! Oue HoBuHA! OLe HoBHMHA!

Micrep beHKc Big XBipTKM noOir 6iroM i BBipBaBCS B
TIepeaIOKii.

— I'eit! A me B BCi? — TYKHYB BiH i METHYBCSI Haro-
py, MEpecKaKkyloyM IO TPH CXimui 3pasy.

— o cranoca? — BuGirna oMy HasycTpid Micic beHKkc.

— Haii6inbwe auBo B CBiTi! — BUTYKHYB BiH i pBYy4KO
BilyMHUB ABepi Ao Jdutayoi. — 3’aBuiacs HoBa 3ipka! S
MoYyB Ipo Le Aoporoio pomoMy. Haibinpiua 3 Ycix Bimo-
mux Hoci. 5 no3nuuB y Anmipana byma nig3opHy TpyOy,
o6 BM BCi MOAMBUWIMCS Ha HOBY 3ipKy. Ocb nornsiHere!

BiH mig6ir mo BikHa i NMPMCTaBUB MiA30pHY TPyOy 10
OYECH.

— Bauy! bayy! — ax mianckouuB BiH. — OH BoHa! O au-
Bo! O kpaca! O yapu! O camousit! Cama norjgHe! — BiH
TPOCTAT MiA30pHY TpyOy Micic beHkc.

— Hitn! — rykHyB BiH. — 3’sIBMJIach HOBa 3ipKa!

— 4 3Halo... — mnouyaB Maiiki. — TilbKU TO He
cripaBxHs 3ipka. To...

— Tw 3naew? He cnipaBxHs 3ipka? 1llo 3a Buragku?

— He 3Baxaii. BiH e nypHeHbKuii! — npomosuia
Mmicic benkc. — Hy, To ae X BoHa, Ta TBos 3ipka? O, 6a-
uy, 6auy! fxa x rapHa! MaGyTb, HaWsCHIlIA HA BCE He-
60! I 3Binku BoHa B3stmacsi? ImiTe momuBiThCA, miTH!

BoHa nopana min3opHy TpyOy JXeiH, a notiM Maii-
KJIOBi, 1 KOXHE 3 HUX BUPa3HO MoOavymIo 6apBUCTUX KO-
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HEN Y KPYXKY, MilHiI CTOSIYKM, TEMHY IUIIMY, SIKa IIe
KiJIbKa pa3iB MailHyJla 1O KOJIy rnepel IXHIMH OuuMMa M
3HOBY 3HMKIIA.

JiTH MOBYKM TMOLJISIHYJIM OAHE Ha oAHoro. BoHu
3HaJIY, IO TAa TEMHA IJIIMKA — TO OlIATHA CTPYHKa IO-
CTaThb Y CUHbOMY MajbTi 3 CpiOHMMHU T[yA3UYKAMHU, CO-
JIOM’STHOMY KareJIolIKy Ha ToJjioBi #f 3HalioMOIO rapa-
COJIbKOIO ITiJI MMaxBolo. BoHa criycTuiacs 3 He6a i Tyau X
Bimnerina. Hivyoro uporo JIxxeiH 3 MallKjioM He MOIIU
HiKOMY TOsSICHUTH, 60 3Hamu: B Mepi [lonminc 6yio
LIOCh TaKe, YOro B3arajli He IMOSICHMILI.

Y nBepi mocTyKaim.

— Bubaurte, naHi, — ckasaja Micic bpinn, BaetiBLIM
J10 KIMHATH 3 pO3YEPBOHUIUM OOJIMYYSM, — aje, s rajalo,
BaM Tpeba 1e 3HaTu. 1l Mepi [lonmniHc 3HOB milia cooi.

— SIx-To miuwia? — He nosipuna Micic beHkKc.

— l'eTb 30BCiM! — MepeMoOXHO cKa3ana Micic bpin. —
He ckazaBuuu it cioBa Ha npoiuaHHs. TOYHICiHBKO, K i
MMHYJIOTO pa3y. 3 pO3KJaaHUM JIXKKOM i OTI€I0 CBOEIO
cymkoro! HaBiTb aipboma 3 JIMCTiBKAMM HE MTOKHMHYJa Ha
3ragky. OTtak!

— O Tl'ocnogu, lNocrioau! — o3Banacek Micic beHkc. —
Taka mopoka! Taka nerkoBaxHicTth, Taka... JIxxopmxe!
Mepi IMonmninc 3HOB miuwia Big Hac!

— o? XTo? Mepi [lonninc? Ta Hexait cobi! 3are
OH Ha Hebi HoBa 3ipka!

— HoBa 3ipka He KynaTtume W He oasiraTUMe AiTei! —
cepauTo cKasana Micic beHkc.

— 3are BOHA BHOYi AMBUTHMMETBLCSI Y IXHE BiKHO! —
0e3xypHO cka3aB Mictep beHkc. — A ue Tpoxu Ouibliie
BaXXWThb, aHIXK YMHUBAHHS # OAsITaHHS.

BiH 3HOBY B35IBCS1 A0 MiA30pHOI TPYOM.

JxeiH 3 MaiikioM IMZiHIAM i, NTPUTYJIMBIUUCH OO
HbOIO, 3aAUBUJIMCh Y BEUipHE HeboO.
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