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Burakov Y., Tomchuk A. 

REVIVAL OF CHAPELISM IN THE MODERN UKRAINIAN ARMY 
 

The article analyzes the phenomenon of formation and development of chaplaincy in 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine at the present historical stage. It is proved that the 
Institute of Military Chaplains for the Armed Forces of Ukraine originated from the 
volunteer pastoral service. Hundreds of priest-volunteers, after the Russian Federation's 
attack on Ukraine, the annexation of Crimea, and the occupation of Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts, went to eastern Ukraine with prosperity to defend and repel the 
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Russian aggressor. The important role of priests-volunteers in the ATO-OOS zone 
for the development of the volunteer movement of assistance to the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine is noted. They were among the organizers of trips to the front, collecting 
humanitarian aid. The Institute of Military Chaplains for the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine arose from the volunteer pastoral service. This is confirmed by the system 
of  training  and  practice  of  pastoral  care  in  the  area  of  anti-terrorist  operation  -  
environmental protection. The functions of volunteer priests in the ATO-OOS zone 
in eastern Ukraine included, first of all, confessions, communions, burial of the dead, 
as well as consecration of equipment, individual conversations with servicemen, and 
Christian ethics classes. It is stated that the pastoral service is a serious spiritual 
basis for strengthening the moral and psychological condition of the troops, uniting 
military teams and successfully completing combat missions. An important point in 
the organization of pastoral care of the personnel of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in 
the anti-terrorist operation zone is the creation of a number of public organizations, 
such as the "Interfaith Battalion of Military Chaplains". The first trips of chaplains-
volunteers from this organization to the anti-terrorist operation zone began in April 
2014 and continue to this day. During the existence of the battalion, more than a 
hundred volunteers of the "Interfaith Battalion of Military Chaplains" visited the 
anti-terrorist operation zone. 

Keywords: chaplain, pastoral service, volunteer-clergyman, volunteer movement 
of assistance to the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

  


