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Terskyj S. 
EASTERN CARPATHIAN REGION’ DEFENSE CONSTRUCTION IN 

THE SECOND HALF OF THE 13TH - 14TH CENTURIES: ON THE 
BACKGROUND OF THE MILITARY-POLITICAL SITUATION 

 
The second half of the 13th - 14th centuries - a little studied period in the military 

history of the Galicia-Volyn lands. In addition to the paucity of written sources, 
various political “stamps” have hindered his fruitful study of other methods for a long 
time. They also influenced the archeological science of the period. Only large-scale 
studies of the time layers with bright chronological markers (mainly imported items), 
conducted by the author in the 1990s at the main centers of the Galicia-Volyn state of 
this period - Volodymyr, Lutches’k, Lviv, and Peresopnytsia antiquities so-called Of 
the post-Mongol period, but also to find out a number of features of socio-political 
development of Ukrainian lands in the run-up to the loss of statehood. It is found that 
this chronological scale also allows to date the mass appearance of fortifications in the 
foothills of the Eastern Carpathian region in the period XIII-XIV centuries. 

It was during this period that the activity of the Grand Duchy authorities on the 
development of the foothills was active, which led to significant changes in the 
settlement. The construction of a fortification network in the newly conquered 
territories had its own peculiarities. It took place under conditions of aggravation of 
the military-political situation around the Galicia-Volyn state at this time. A 
characteristic feature of the defensive construction of the Eastern Carpathian region 
during this period was the widespread involvement of the most modern fortification 
techniques, which took place against the background of the deepening of military 
contacts in the Central European region. These were special forms of rock-timber 
construction that made the fortresses inaccessible even to experienced Mongol troops. 

Keywords: fortification network, defense construction, military-political situation, 
Grand Duchy power, Galicia-Volyn state. 


