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Ihor HYRYCH, 
Vitalii TELVAK 

 
Historian Ruslan Pyrih: A Sketch of the Biography 

 
Abstract. This study presents diverse scientific biography of Ruslan 

Pyrih, his archival publications, historical source studies, works on the story 
of the Holodomor, as well as research on Hrushevsky and Skoropadsky. The 
methodology has interdisciplinary dimension: The structural-functional 
systemic analysis of historiographical facts, the comparative-historical 
method, methods of periodization, classification and typology. The novelty of 
this paper is an attempt of the comprehensive analysis of the 
historiographical work of Ruslan Pyrih. The article concludes the significant 
contribution of Ruslan Pyrih to the development of the Archive Service of 
Ukraine, his activity on providing materials of Communistic Party archival 



funds for researchers. It has proven that historian paid attention to the 
historical source aspects and he has introduced into historiography key 
sources of the Communist regime in Ukraine (for example, the “Special 
Folder” of the Central Committee of the Communist Party). It also has 
covered Pyrih’s contribution to the study and publication of the archival 
sources of the Holodomor of 1932-1933. He was one of the first researchers 
of documentary historiography of the Holodomor of 1932-1933. It has been 
emphasized that Ruslan Pyrig contribution to shaping of the contemporary 
Hrushevskyi studies is essential. His studies have provided valuable insights 
on the emigration and Soviet periods of Mykhailo Hrushevskyi’s life and 
activity. Pyrih has also presented studies on the Hetmanate Ukraine in 1918. 
The historian has conducted studies on the relations between Ukraine and 
the Central Powers, the personal dimension of the Hetman’s government, 
the values of P. Skoropadsky and his entourage etc. Ruslan Pyrih has been 
interested in the educational process, so in his creative heritage there are 
many educational and methodological works on archival science and 
Hrushevskyi studies. 

Keywords: Ruslan Pyrih, archival publications, historical source studies, 
study of the Holodomor, Hrushevskyi Studies, Hetmanate Ukraine of 1918. 
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