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- Xi6a Bu He posymiere? HMoro tpe6a Oy10 3ynUHUTH.

- 3ynuHUTH, Micic CasepneHa? Bin yoro?

- SIKO6u s1 He BTpyTHJach, BOHA 6 3arvHyja. BiH 6u BOMB ii.

- Koro, micic Casepnena? Koro 6 BiH youB?

- By Tak nMBUTECH Ha MeEHe, Haye He BipuTe MeHi, neiiteHante @oni. Bu
rajaere, 110 s JMlUe CTapa, sika 3‘ixama 3 myany, yu He TaK? Crapa, y fiKoi
KJIENKM He BHUCTAYaE.

- Hi, nosipre, s TaK He AyMalo.

- Cx0Xa Ha Micic Hxecan, sika 6e3repecTaHKy A3BOHMTH 10 noiuii a6o ®BP,
JIOTIOBiJalOYM PO BOPOXMX areHTiB, 1[0 XOBalOThCA Y Hei Mia JibkkoM. S npapay

Kaxy? Bu came tak nymaere?

- Knsnyce, Micic CasepjieHa, s 30BCiM TaK He Aymalo.

- Y TakoMmy pasi, YOMY BU MeHi He Bipute?

- bauure, micic Casepiena, crnpaBa He B TiM, 10 s BaM He Bipio. Crnipasa,
BJIaCHE KaXy4H, B TOMY, LIO A AiIHCHO HE MOXY 3pO3YMiTH, TOOGTO 5 XOUY CKa3aTH,
y ME€HE HeMa€ MOBHOI KAPTHHHU.

- 5] Hamaranacs BiANOBICTM Ha BCi Ballli 3aNMTaHHA, JEHTEHAHTE.

- Tak, s ue uiHylo, micic CasepneHn, a Bce X TaKH...

- Yoro x iure?

- CtpuBaiiTe, B MEHE € iesi: YoMy 6 BaM He pPO3MOBICTH MEHi 3HOBY, 3 NTOYATKY
Jao KiHusa? O6iusiio Outblie He nepe6buBaTH Bac.

- 3 nouatky ao KiHug? Ilo x, MoxiuBo, TaKk Oyme Kpaiue. 'amaro, kpaie
noyaru 3 Kopu it Ixuma CDpaHKmHlB Taxa yynosa mapa. Bonu Haranyiots
MEHi MokiitHoro Mictepa CasepseHna i MeHe B MosiofocTi. [Jdyxe dynoBa mnapa wi
®pankiiHK. 3BUYaitHO, Y HMX € NPO6JIeMH i CIIPaBa TYT HE JIMILE B IXHIX aKLisX.
Konu BOHM oapyxwiucs, BoHa Oyna BariTHa. Lle He caMui Kpallui UUIAX 10
TOYaTKy CIIBHOIO XUTTS, AKIIO OpaTH 10 yBaru, Lo AMTHHa O6ysa He Bia Jxuma,
a BiA uboro crpaieHHoro XapiHnrroHa ®epra.

- Ho peui, Micic Ca3sepieHn...

- JleifTeHaHTe, BM X O0iUsIM He NepeOGUBaTH.

- Tak, Mmicic CasepieHl, ane MEHi He 30BCIM SICHO: XTO Takui XapiHITOH
®ept?

- Crpusaiite, neitteHanTe. OOiusio po3noOBiCTM BaM NpO lLie. YCbOMY CBiid
yac, TUIbKM He nepebGuBamrTe. .

- 1o6pe, micic CasepisieHn. .

- Tak Ha YoMy MU 3ynUHHIKCA?

- Ha Xapinrroni ®epri.

© JleueHko €.M., 1996, nepexnan.

[lepexnageHo 3a BUOAHHAM: Jeff'Sweet. Over the Borderline: First published in «Ellery QueeAn's
Mystery Magazine», 1971.



- Ere x, XapinrroH. Ilyxe 6aratuif, BiIYaHdylIHUi XJTOMELb. HMoro 6arbko
NpPe3UAEHT KOMMaHil «(DepPT eNeKTPOHIKC», BeJibMU BiloMa noarHa. Ta XapiHrToH,
- IK 1 BBaXalo, He ide ciaimamMu 0aTbKa, @ TOYHillle KaXY4Yd, He MilUOB CliaaMH
O6aTbka. AJjle BH, crioiBalocs, po3yMieTe meHe. Crapiit Micic @ept Oys0, MaGyTb,
HE JIETKO 3 TAKMM CHHOM, sIK XapiHITOH. 3aBXIM raca€ Ha CBOEMY PO3KILIHOMY
aBTO 1 3aBXIM MOTpAIVIs€ Yy Xajeny, a 0aTbKOBi JOBOAUTBLCH PATYBAaTH MOro.
KnsHycs, Ha Miclli 6aTbka 1 6 MaxHy/la pyKolo Ha LIbOrQ MOJIOIMKA - Xaif BADUTHCS
y BiaacHoMy coky! Tojai 6 BiH, HaneBHO, HaBYMBCA O MOYYTTIO BiAMOBIAATbHOCTI.
A 5K BiH n‘e!

Xou K TaM Oyno, ane icHyBana ule 6inHa Kopa. BoHa 1ue He Buiiuuia 3amix
3a [Ixuma. BiH Tofi ryisB 3 1oHbKOI CTEHTOHIB - 3 BE/IMKMMH, HAMA/IbOBaH MU
OYMMa Ta WITYYHUMHM 3y6amu. Yum it cniogobascsa I xum, He 3Ha}o aje sK f yxe
cKasaja, xuna Ha cBiti 6inHa Kopa. [i MaTu nmomepna Ha onepaumnomy cToi, i
Kopa sanuumnacs 308cim ogHa. Bona 6yna monoxiusa, COpOM‘si3iMBa AiBYMHA.

A 11eit xaxMBUM XapiHITOH 3aNPUMITHUB i1 i BUPILUKB cxopncramca CUTYyaLII€IO.
JloMirwumncs cBOro, BiH OApa3y IOKHHYB Kopy, Ak TiL1bkM Oi3HaBcA, 1O BOHa
BariTHa.

- Bu xouere ckaszaru, BaritHa Bin Pepra?

- A xiba s He ka3ana? CrnipaBai, JieWTeHaHTe, BaM Tpeba HaBUMTUCA CIyXaTH.

Xou AK Tam OyJso, aje npuOJM3HO Yy Uei yac NJoHbKa CTEHTOHIB Milll1a Bil
J>xuMa it 3aBena Lypu-MypH 3 MOJIOAUM XapiHITOHOM, - s BBaXalo, TaKk IM 000OM
i Tpe6ba. A TUM 4acoMm, JI)KMM.ynaB y Biuqaﬁ i MaJO HE€ MOKiHYMUB XUTTA
camoryocteoM. Ta och OIIHOI"O yynoBoro AHs 3‘saBiaseTscad Kopa. Sl Bam kasaia,
o I>xum 0yB akyuiepom?

- Hi. \\\.

- Tak, BiH OyB aKyliepoM, i BCi cniBpOOGITHUUI JIikapHi BU3HABAJIN HOTO
HalBPO/UIMBILLNM JliKapeM B OKpY3i. Ajle BIH He 3BEpPTaB Ha HHUX Hiskoi yBaru. I
oCb, fIK A Kasana, npuruuia Kopa, i BiH noBiioMuB ii, 110 BOHa BaritHa. BoHa
CTOsU1a nepel HUM, CTIMKO CTPUMYIOUM C/IbO3U. Ta 1ie, 3BiCHO, HIYOr0 HE MiHSLIO.
Yepes xBuIMHY BOHa OyJia B HOro o6iiiMax, 3a/IMBalOYUCh CJIbO3aMM, Haue AiBYMHKA.
A BiH TakK HiXXHO NMPUTUCKAB 11 A0 rpyaer! MoxHa cka3aTd, ue OyJI0O KOXaHHS 3
NepLIOro MOMAAY, TaK CaMo, fIK Y MeHe 3 MictepoM Ca3epieHIOM, KOJIH MU
BIepLLIe 3yCTPUIMCSH, 32 BUHSTKOM TOTO, IO 5t He OyJ1a BariTHa, a MicTep CaaepneHﬂ
He OyB aKyLLIEpOM.

S kaxy npo Toi BUMANOK, KOJIY TH CEPLIEM BiI4yBa€LlL JIOAUHY, i TH HE AyMaell
npo 1€, TY NMPOCTO 3HAELL. Came Tak O0ys0 y MeHe 3 mictrepom CasepieHaoM, i
caMe TakK cTajocs 3 Kopmo i JxxuMom..:

Hikonu He 3abyny To# neHb, Konu [Ikum ocBimuuBcsa. Bona GyJ1a Ha BOCbMOMY
MicCsLi BariTHOCTI, i BOHM 4YacTO Gauyuniucs.

- Buxoan 3a MeHe 3aMiX, - CKa3aB BiH.

- Hi, - BinnoBina BoHa, - g He BapTa Tebe. I He xouy, OO TU CTaB 4aCTKOIO
MOEI ram;6n - CKa3ajla BOHa.

S mam‘sralo, 10 A JeaBe CTpUMaach, 1100 HE KPUKHYTH 1if:

- He 6ynp» aypHenbskolo, Kopo! Bin xoxae Te6e! He ynyckait cBoro acrs!

AJle s1 JTapeMHO XBWJIIOBajacsi, TOMY 1[0 BiH CKa3aB CaM:

- 1 xoxaro Tebe, - CKa3aB BiH, - TH Hala€ll CEHC MOEMY iCHYBaHHIO. AKIIO TH
CKaxelll «Hi», g He 3Halo, 110 3p06mo TOZI.

Cka3aTu KOPOTKO, BOHa Jlajla 3rofly, i HEBIOB3i BOHU OApPYXMaucs. BiH HaBiTh
NpUiiMaB pPoOJIH.

- Micic ‘CazepneHn, ajie sike L€ Ma€ BiIHOLUEHHSA [JO...

- CrpuBaiiTe, JeHTEHAHTE...

- [Ipobaure, micic CasepieHa.

- Sx s BXe Kasala, BOHM OOPYXMWIMCA i OyaM LIACIMBi, XO4a AMTHHA aHi
TPIilUKK. He Byna cxoxa Ha XapiHrroHa. [Ipore, MOXHa CKa3aTH, Halriplue y HUX
Ooyn0 we nomnepedy. S iHTYITUBHO BigyyBaja, L0 CTAaHETbCS Tpareldis, MpoTe s
JOBro He 3Hajla, sIKa caMe.

BinBepTo Kaxyuu, 1 He MOr/1a cnaty 1o Hoyax. Hapewuri, MeHi 1oBenocs mitu
no nikaps Camposi, i BiH BMNMCaB MeHi cHofiliHe. Paile s Hikonn #oro He
npuimana, TOMy WO 6arato yysia mpo CTapux, SIKi BHMAAKOBO MpUiAManu
CMEpPTENbHI 11034, Ta W HE TUIbKH crapl Monaoli Tex. Baxanu, 1o ocobauBo
IIKIIUTMBO NMPUitMaTH CHOMiHe, Konu Bun'‘ew. [pote y 1aHoMy Bunaiky npobiema
Oyna He B LbOMY. Sl He MorIa cnaTd TOMY, LIO BEChb Yyac TPUBOXMIAch 3a Kopy i
Jkuma, ToMy 1110 nepeayyBana MabOyTHIO Tparelito, xo4ya il He 3Hajla, Ky caMe.
Ta pantom s 3po3ymina, He MOXY CKa3aTu, siK A 3aqoranainacs, 00 AIACHO He



MOXY 3‘ACYBaTH MOAIOHOI peyi. MoXHa Ha3MBaTH i€ XiHOYOIO iHTYilli€l0, ane A
3pO3yMiJia, 10 MOBMHHO TPanUTHCS. XapiHITOH MaB HaMip BOUTH Kopy, Haixatu
Ha Hel cBoiM aBTomoOileM! Lle O6yno HemuHyde. BiH came Toli KynmuB HOBMH
CMOPTUBHUM aBTOMOOLIb. OAHY 3 THX PO3KILIHMX iHOMAapoK, WO BUKIMKAIOTh
Garato ranacy. Yci 3HaloTb, LIO BiH XBalLbKO raHse no Micry. Sk Gauure, yce
JIOTiYHO.

3BMYaliHO, 1 HE MOI1a AONYCTUTU MoAibHol Tparegii. A mam‘Aralp, sK A
nobuBanacsi, Koau Mmicrep CasepiaeHl 3arMHYB Ha BYJIMLI, NMporte iHoro 36umia 3
Hir He iHoMapka. Sl Gyna Taka HewlacHa, WO JeaBe He BMepna 3 rops. Lo x
MEHi 3anuiuanocs pooutu? S 3Hana, 1O CTAHETbCA, SKIIO HE BXUTH HiSIKHUX
3aXOdiB M CUIOITH CKJIABLUM PYKH i YEKaTH.

[ocy Tpeba O6yno podbutu. Asie o came? I panToM cTaBcsi AMBOBHUXHUMA
BMITQJIOK, AKMH JOMOMIr MeHi 3HaWTH BianoBiab. S moixana B Mmicto Ha IT‘ary
aBEHI0, 11100 KYNMMTH NMOJAPYHOK Ha J€eHb HAapOIXeHHS Moro rieMiHHuka. Ilo
J0po3i s 3aluia go pectropaHy Ha Copok CbOMiil Byauli, HEJaN€KO Bil
paniocraHuii # Pokdennep-ueHtpy. BaM 3Haitommit Leit paitoH? Moxere coGi
'YSIBUTH: Y PeCTOpaHi OYB HIXTO iHIUMI, K MONOAMA XapiHITOH!

Sl mialifuuia 1o HBOrO i cKa3saia:

- Mictep ®ept? - BiH ycMixHyBca. Mylly BU3HATH: y HbOTro 6yJ1a puMBad/IMBa
ycmiluka. - Micrepe ®epT, - ckasaia s, - A 6axalo MOpo3MOBIATH 3 BaMU. - BiH
NiABIiBCA 3 MiCLSA, TPILIKYM 3aXMEJIUIMMA Bifl BUITUTOTO, i 3alIPOMOHYBAB MEHI CiCTH.
A cina. Mlcrepe ®eprt, - ckaszana g, - CKaxy BaM BiABEPTO: A 3HAlO, 1O Ma€E
CTaTHUCH.

- A 10 Mae ctatucsa? - CIMTaB BiH 3 Ti€I0 X YCMILUKOIO.

- 5 3Halo0, BU Maete HaMip youtu Kopy ®paHkiiiH 3 10MOMOroo Li€i po3KillHoi
iHoMapku, - BiAMOBLIA 1.

- 3BiAKM Lie BaM BiIOMO? - CniMTaB BiH 3 HEMPUXOBAHWUM 31MBYBaHHSM.

- He mae 3HaueHHs, K 1 di3Hanacs, - cKkasana 1. - Lle npaBaa, yu He Tak? Bu
MaeTe Hamip BOMTH Kopy CBOIM CNOPTMBHUM aBTOMOOLIEM, YU He Tak?

- Tak, - cka3aB BiH, - caMe Tak.

Bin 3izHaBcs! 3 yewmilukoio. Ha jioro ansBosibcbkoMy o6mnyui He "6yJ10 aHi
KPMXTH XaJlo. 31aBajiocs, BiH AicHo OyB panuit ubomy. 5 3po3ymina, 1o nepeai
MHOIO JIMXO0f1ii. BiH monpocuB npoGayeHHs i MillOB 10 Y0JI0Bi40i KiMHaTH. Pantom
A 3po3yMila, 10 MeHi Tpeba 3pobutu. A Blakpuia CYMOUKY, HicTaia cnommu
Tabs1eTKH, 5iKi 4aB MeHi CaMpoW, i IUTYK ABanUsTh KUHYIA B iforo Kasy. 5 Buiiuia,
rnoyekasua JOTH, JOKM NMEpPeKOHaacs, 10 BCE CKiHYEHO, i MOTIM NMpPUIIIIIA CIOAM.
Ocb, nemeHaHTe, MO€ 313HaHHS.

- Posymilo.

- Bu Bipute MeHi?

- Tak, s Bip1o Bam, micic Ca3sepyieHa.

- IIpore BaMm cnim 3HATH, NEHTEHAHTE, 1 3poOMJIa L€ 3apaAu HUX, 3apaiu
Oxuma, Kopu i anTuHU. By moBUHHI 3po3yMiTu - ue 6yB €auHuit Buxia. Bu
PO3yMi€TE, YN HE TaK?

- Tak, Micic Ca3sepieHn, 1 MOXY 1I€ 3pO3YMiTH.

‘{epea JeKibKa XBWJIMH, KOMW BiiBeau Micic Caseprnena, nedteHaHT QPoni
3BEPHYBCS OO CepXaHTa yopeHa, 1[0 CTOSIB 3a J€KLU1bKa KPOKiB Bill HbOTO.

- Hy, tenep yce 3po3ymino, - ckasaB BiH. -

- JleTeHaHTe, MOXJIMBO, 1 BUNAIOCA iliOTOM, - CKa3aB CEPXAaHT, - MPOTE A
Hiyoro He po3yMilo. i po3noBiib NMpo cMepTeNbHY 03y CHOAIMHOIO B KaBi
Makcyena Binnosinae onucy odiliaHTa, nMpote, YOPT MEHE 3abupan, 1 HE MOXY
3po3yMiTH, YOMY BOHa Ha3uBae€ Teitnopa K/Iaxcyena M M Xapmrrona ®epra?

- Cepxanre, Teitiop Makcyen 6yB aKTOPOM.

- S Bce e He posyMmilo, cep.

- S TinbKHU-HO AMBUBCSA Horo aocbe. OCTaHHI JIeKiJIbKA POKiB Oro peryjisipHo
NMOKa3yBajlM MO TeaebayeHHIO ¥ MIIbHIA onepi «XKamoba XHUTTS», - NMOACHUB
neiiteHaHT. - IM‘sa repos, sikoro BiH rpaBs, 6yso Xapinrron ®epr.
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