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Podkur R., Stavniuk I. «Employees Used to Simplified Investigation…»:
Party's meetings of the Kharkiv Regional Directorate of the NKVD

in the context of stopping mass operations in November 1938

The purpose of the survey is to trace the individual aspects of the repressive
mass operations during the Great Terror in Kharkiv region in 1937-1938,
the process of defining the violators of «the socialist law», the strategies
of protecting the employees of state security bodies after the mass re-
pressions were stopped. The survey is based on the minutes of the party
meeting of January 26–27, 1939 of the Directorate for State Security of
the Kharkiv Regional Directorate of the NKVD.

Methodology and methods. To achieve the purpose of the article, the authors
used such methods: the method of historical and psychological recon-
struction, problem-chronological and the technique of a specific search.
In the process of working with archival materials, the authors used herme-
neutics method. Critics of the historical source were based on the principles
of objectivity and historicism.

Conclusions. The authors have analysed some aspects of the realisation of
the Great Terror in the Kharkiv region in modern Ukrainian historiography.



The primary attention has focused the course of mass operations, the
study of motives and identification of objects of repressive politics, the
study of biographies of both victims and the executors of the will of the
Kremlin leader. Grounding on the analysis of the mentioned minutes of
the party meeting, the authors defined the nuances of the behaviour of
the employees of the state security service in the Kharkiv region. In
particular, they pay attention to the rejection the prosecution in breaking
the «socialist law»; recognition of only some errors during the investigative
proceedings; justification of their actions by the unwillingness of the
leadership to listen to the investigator's arguments. Some employees
understood that they were violating «socialist legitimacy» but were sure
that this was the «right line» and that their steps would be regarded as
«protecting from the counter-revolutionaries». Some of the staff repented,
acknowledged their mistakes, but shifted the blame to the heads of the
leaders.

Key words: Great Terror, Kharkiv, state security bodies, political repression,
NKVD, executors.
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