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Stasiuk Olesya. The phenomenon of «commissioners» in
the conditions of Holodomor-Genocide 1932–1933

The aim of the paper was to attempt to analyze the phenomenon of the
«commissioner» in the process of the grain procurement plan
implementation. This phenomenon led to the seizure of almost all grain
from Ukrainian peasants and became one of the Holodomor-Genocide
1932–1933 factors.

Methodology and methods. The author used an anthropological approach to
reconstruct the activities of the «commissioners». The problem-
chronological method, the analysis of socio-economic phenomena,
psychological and historical reconstruction methods were the ground for
the study.

Conclusions. In 1932 the authorities developed the algorithm for a sharp
increase of the number of the «commissioners» to carry out the grain
procurement plan. Compared to previous years, in addition to the Commu-
nist Party and Soviet workers, authorities sent politically loyal Komsomol
members, students, and workers from large plants in Russified cities to
extract grain. They represented the detached from the rural tradition
generation. Many «commissioners» came from Russia.

During the second half of 1932, a fundamentally new layer of leaders
was established on the level of villages and districts. Politically loyal local
officials, seconded party workers, and «commissioners» formed it. It
was the seconded workers and «commissioners» that the highest party-
Soviet leadership of the USSR primarily relied on during the procurement
of bread.

The well-known due to propaganda «commissioners» perceived the
Ukrainian peasants as enemies who tried to stop industrial development
because of their commitment to «petty-bourgeois private life». Ready
for violence, they actively used beatings, torture, arrests, personal abuse,
sexual violence, fines, etc., to seize grain. Punishment for such violence
was rare and was not as dangerous as accusations of «opportunism».
The latter led to the deprivation of a party ticket and access to a certain
level of material goods.

Key words: Holodomor, genocide, commissioner, grain procurement.


