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Ayxam Cranek: [Tane Crisene, AsKYIO, 1[0 HOTOAMANCS Ha Oeciay 3 HAMH.
Aasatite kopoTKO npepcTaBuMocs. S € icropukoMm apxitekrypu 3 Mandyec-
TepchKoro yHiBepcurety. HemopaBHo Buiimaa MOst KHIDKKa « ApXiTeKTypa
BCECBITHBOI'O COL{faAi3My>» PO apXiTeKTypHi 0OMiHM AOOM XOAOAHOI BiliHU
Mk coniasictuyHumu KpaiHamu CxipHoOiI €Bponu Ta ACKOAOHI30BAHUMHU
AepxaBamu Adpuku ta Asii.
Oaexcanpp AnicimoB: Bitaiwo, st — pocaianux yp6anismy 3 Kuesa. 3apas
npanoo Hap npoektoM «Ilicas Conjasictuunoro Moaephismy>, sxuit
3BEPTAETHCA AO YKPAIHCHKOI PAASHCHKOI apXITEKTYPH Ta apXITEKTYPHOI OCBI-
TH, IIOEAHYIOYH IX 13 TOCTCOLIAAICTUMHUMMU IIEPETBOPEHHSAMH MiCTa.
CriBen Mykiii6i: Asikyio, AO3BOABTE TAaKOX IpeAcTaBUTHCS. S 3 YraHaH, ap-
XiTeKTOp, HayKOBEL[b i BUKAaaad. HaByaBcs B papstHCBKil YkpaiHi, i B MeHe
AHIIUAUCS XOPOIIi CIIOraAd mpo Ti yacu. TOAL 51 AHMIIIe BXOAMB Y AOpPOCAE
XKUTTS 1 BUpoOAsiB npodeciiini HaBudku. Y MeHe Tenai crioraau npo Kuis,
51 TI0-CBOEMY 33 HMM CYMYIO i He IIKOAYIO, IIJO HABYaBCSI TaM. 3TOAOM 51 ITOBEP-
HYBCSL A0 YraHAM, pAaai BuuBca y Crioayuenomy KopoaiBcTsi, a Toal 3HOBY
HOBEPHYBCS A0 Yrauau. I louas nmpamoBaru B AkapeMil, i AOCI TYT mparjoro.
Koau st Buepuie npuixas oo Kuesa, y mene He Oya0 5koaHOTO AOCBiAY Y cdepi
apXIiTEKTYpH, 51 HE MaB HaBITh raAKH, 10 1ie Take. Aae Toal Papsucexuii Coros
HAaAaBaB CTUIIEHAILL Y Oararbox TaAy3sIX Ha OCHOBI OIIiHOK i3 Qi3HKH, MATEMATHKH
Ta reoMeTpil, i Tak BuOpasu mere. CovaTKy MAAHYBAAOCS, LIO S| BUBYATHMY
iH)KEHEpHY CIIpaBy B YTaHAI, OCKiABKH apXiTeKTypy B MOIH KpaiHi TOAI He BH-
KAapaAr. €AMHUME apXiTeKTOpaMu B YraHal Oyan Ti, xT0 3A00yB ocBity B Hait-
po6i a6o Ha 3axopi. Takox Oyao y Hac i KiAbKa yraHAIFCEKHX apXiTEeKTOPIB, sIKi
HaByaaucs y Papsiaeskomy Corosi — B Pocil, Ykpaini Ta inmux pecry6aikax.

Bukasz Stanek (ES): Stephen, thank you so much for agreeing to talk to us. Let us intro-
duce ourselves briefly: I'm an architectural historian at the University of Manchester. I
have recently written a book titled Architecture in Global Socialism, focused on the Cold-
War era architectural exchanges between the socialist countries in Eastern Europe and
the decolonizing countries in Africa and Asia.

Oleksandr Anisimov (OA): I am an urban scholar based in Kyiv. I am currently work-
ing on a project called After Socialist Modernism which addresses Soviet Ukrainian
architecture and architectural education, and connects them to post-socialist urban
transformation.

Stephen Mukiibi (SM): Thank you for that introduction, let me also introduce myself.
come from Uganda and I'm an architect, scholar and educator. I was trained in the Soviet
Ukraine, and I still have good memories of my time there. At that time I entered adult-
hood and I was forming my tools as a professional. I have good memories of Kyiv, I miss

it in a way, and I don’t regret studying there. Afterwards I returned to Uganda, then



I continued my studies in the UK, and after my training there I came back to Uganda.
Ijoined the Academia and that is where I am now.

I first arrived there, in Kyiv, into the field of architecture, with almost no previous experi-
ence nor any idea of what it was. By then the Soviet Union was giving bursaries for stud-
ies in different areas, based on the students’ performance in physics, math and chemistry,
and I was selected. Initially, I was going to study engineering in Uganda, as architecture
was not being taught in the country. The only architects in Uganda were those who had
been trained in Nairobi or countries in the West. We had also a few Ugandan architects
trained the Soviet Union, in Russia, Ukraine and other republics.

(ES): What year did you come to Kyiv?

(SM): I came to Kyiv in 1983, by the end of the year. Then I started a year-long prepara-
tory course, and in 1984 the actual studies started. I graduated in 1990.

(ES): Could you walk us through the application process? Did you have a choice in terms

of where you would study in the Soviet Union?
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(SM): The selection process was based on applications for the courses that we expressed
interest in, but beyond that we did not know where we were going to go. We knew that
we were going to Soviet Union, but we did not know much about the country. I knew
that it was a vast country, but I had no idea in which city I would study. And when we
reached Moscow, we were divided into groups, some of my colleagues were sent to Len-
ingrad, others to Tashkent. As for me, I went to Kyiv. We didn’t have a choice.

(ES): You did not know the language cither, did you?

(SM): No, I didn’t know the language. I had a few colleagues who had studied a bit
of Russian. Ugandans who went to the Soviet Union for training did so through two
different channels. There were those who, like me, applied for a scholarship through the
government of Uganda and the Ministry of Education. Others were applying through
the Russian Cultural Center in Kampala. They often had received some training in the
Russian language and in Russian culture.

(ES): What happened after you arrived to the Soviet Union?



A. C.: B sxomy poni Bu npuixasu g0 Kuepa?

C. M.: Y 1983-my, nip kineup poky. Pik st npoOyB Ha mATOTOBYMX Kypcax,
a paKkTHYHE HaBYaHHS po3nodarocst 1984-ro. Aunaom 3506y8 1990 poxy.
A. C.: Poskaxits ipo nporjec Berymy. Y Bac 0y Bu6ip, 10 Busyaru B Papsin-
cpxomy Corosi?

C. M.: I'lporjec Ao060py IpyHTYBaBCsI HA HAIIKX 3a5IBAX, Y SIKMX MU BHCAOBAIO-
BAAHM 3alliKaBACHHS eBHUMH Kypcamu. OAHAaK MU He 3HAaAH, KYAH HaC pO3IIO-
Alasite. Mu sHaan, mo iaemo a0 Papsiacekoro Corosy, aae mpo came Kpainy
HaMm OyAO BiAOMO Maao. Sl 3HaB, 11O Lje BEAMKA ACPYKaBa, AAC H TAAKH HE MaB,
B sIKOMY caMe MicTi BanTuMycsa. Koan mu npuaeriaun oo Mocksy, Hac mopisu-
AU Ha IPYIIH, ACSKHX MOIX TOBapHILIB BIAIIPaBUAM AO /AcHIHTrpaa, iHIIMX —
Ao Tamikenta. ITlo 5x a0 Mere, T0 51 moTpanus y Kuis. Bubuparu mu He Morau.
A. C.: MoBu BU TaKOX HE 3HAAU?

C. M.: Hi, He 3Haan. Aeski 3 MOIX TOBapHILNiB TPOXH BYHUAU POCIHCBHKY.
Yranpiiinis aast HaByanHs B PapsiHcpkomy Corosi BI/I6I/IpaAI/I ABOMA IIIASI-
XaMU. Hepmnﬁ — 1€ Ti, XTO, K 1 51, IOAABaB 3a5BKY Ha CTUIIEHAIIO Yepe3
ypsa Yraau i MinictepcrBo ocBith. IHmi »x morpanuan depes Pocificpkuit
KyabTypHuil nenTp y Kammaai. Ock BOHE 9acTO IIOCH YoKe paHiliie 3HAAU IIPO
POCIICBKY MOBY 1 KYABTYPY.

A. C.: IJo 6yao micas Bamoro mpubyTrst Ao Papsiacekoro Corosy?

C. M.: Mu npuaetian Ao Mocksw, i, 3AA€TbCsI, HACTYITHOTO AHS HAaC PO3-
nopisuau, A norpanus Ao KuiBcskoro 6YAiBCAbHO-iH)KCHCPHOI‘O IHCTUTY-
Ty (cy4yacna HasBa — KuiBcbkuil HaljioHaAbHUI YHiBepcuTeT GyAiBHUIITBA
i apxitekTypu. — Ped.). ITicast npubyrrst Ao Kuepa Ham tpeba 6yso Buntu
MOBY — 1 Ay>Ke IIBUAKO! HCPL[II/Iﬁ pik 6yB MMIATOTOBYUM, HAC HABYaAU MOBH,

(SM): We arrived in Moscow, and I think that the following day they distributed us,
and I went to Kyiv. Our destination was the Kyiv Institute of Engineering and Con-
struction [today: Kyiv National University of Construction and Architecture]. When
we reached Kyiv, we had to learn the language—and fast! The first year was the year of
preparation, they taught us the language and took us through the subjects, including
those relevant for the profession. And so we had some mathematics, physics, chemis-
try, and a few other things. We also received some training in the fine arts, drawing,
and sculpture.

(ES): So, your language course and your architectural training started in parallel?

(SM): The first year included learning the language and also preparing you for studying
architecture. After that year we started our first year of architectural training. During
that time some people went to other towns, but I was among those who stayed in Kyiv.
(ES): What was the purpose of this preparatory course when architectural subjects

were concerned?
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(SM): For the foreign students, its purpose was more or less to prepare us for the first year.

Starting with the first year, we were taught in Russian with other Soviet students. Listening
to the lectures was not easy, even after the language course. That first year was intensive,
and that was good, because by the end of the year you had at least an acceptable level of
understanding of most things, you could move around, and be able to interact. So, while
the first year was a bit hard in terms of communication, it was manageable. By then you
had friends, who were indigenous people, who could support you, for example with lecture
notes, because writing was a bit of a problem at the beginning. This is how you moved on.
(ES): Who participated in the preparatory course?

(SM): We had fellow students from Latin America and Africa. We learned about the
history and culture of the Soviet Union. It was also... a bit political.

(ES): How so? Were political topics part of the curriculum?

(SM): Yes, they were part of the whole thing, because you had to be introduced to the

basics of what Karl Marx wrote about the socialist system. Since this was the time of the



pOOUAM OTASIAM 3 PI3HHX IPEAMETIB, 30KpEMa BAKAUBHX AASL HALIOTO daxy.
Hawm Buxaapasu MaremaTuky, $pisuky, Ximiro Ta KiAbKa iHIIUX AUCIUIAIH. Ta-
KOXX TPOXH BYMAU HAC 0OPa3OTBOPYOTO MUCTELITBA, PUCYHKY, CKYABIITYPH.
A. C.: TobTo BuB4YCHHS MOBU H HaBYaHHS apXiTEKTypH BiaOyBaaocs mapa-
A€ABHO?

C. M.: YIIpoaOB>X IEPIIOTO IMATOTOBYOTO POKY HaBYAAH MOBH i FOTYBAAH AO
apxiTekTypHOI ocBiTH. I micas 11bOroO BXXE PO3NMOYAAOCSA BUBYECHHS apXITEKTY-
pu. Y 11ei 9ac AEKOTO BIATIPABUAHU AO IHIIHX MICT, aA€ A 6yB cepeA THX, KOTO
saanmuAu y Kuesi.

Cold War, it was important for the Soviets to communicate their position. I think that this
included the expansion of their influence to other countries, in competition with the West.
(ES): How did you understand why were you there? Did you see yourself as part of this
Cold War competition?
(SM): I think that we had mixed feelings about it. We were not very sure about the whole
thing, but as time went on you could see the competition between the East and the West. We
also saw that Soviet assistance to Africa was part of this competition. But at the same time
we were appreciating the fact that we could study for a profession, which we had to focus on.
(ES): Coming back to the first year, you said that it was tough. What were the challenges?
(SM): For me the main challenge was the language. We were confronted with a number of tech-
nical terms that we hadn’t studied during the preparatory year. There were a few other things,
for example how certain problems in mathematics were approached, but these were minor.
And then the other challenge was about getting into a new way of thinking, to some

extent. The Soviets were competing with the other system and therefore they were trying
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A. C.: Hasiuo notpiben 6yB 11eii ATOTOBYMIA PiK, AKILO IIOTIM BU BUBYAAH
apXITEKTYPHI AUCLIMIIAIHM?

C. M.: [no3eMHi cTyA€HTH MaAH GIABII-MEHII ITIATOTYBATHCS AO IEPLIOTO POKY
OCHOBHOTO HaBYaHH:. bo 3 mepioro kypcy Bxe MU BUMAKCSA pa3oM 3 ycima iH-
IIMMHU PAASHCBKUMU CTYACHTaMH, pociiicbkoo MoBoo. Cayxatu i posymitu
A€KI1ii OYAO HEPOCTO, HABITH IMicAst MOBHHX KypciB. [ lepmuuii pik 6yB Hacuye-
HUH, 1 1Ie ,A,o6pe, aAKe AO KiHIIS POKY GOpMyBaBCs IPUHANMHI MPUUHATHUN
piBEHb PO3YMiHHS OIABIIIOCTI peden, MoXHa 6on OPIEHTYBATHUCS B MICTI, CITiA-
KyBaTHCsl. TOMy HaBiTh SIKILO IEPUIMI PiK OYB CKAAAHHUM Y CEHCI CIIIAKYBaHHS,
3 IIUM MO>KHA 6on 3MHPUTHCS. Toal Bxe 3’ ssBUAMCS APY31, MICLIEBI, SIKi MOTAM
Tebe IMIATPUMATH, HAIIPUKAAA IOAIAUTHCS KOHCIIEKTAMH, OCKIABKU 3 ITHCaH-
HSIM CII0YaTKy Oyan mpobaemu. I tak Mu pyxaaucs Aaai.

A. C.: Xr0 me 6yB Ha ATOTOBYMX Kypcax?

C. M.: byau me cryaenTn 3 Aaruncekoi Amepuku ta Appuxu. Mu BuB4asu
icropiio i kyasTypy Papsiacskoro Corosy. Yee 6on... B OAITUYHUX TOHAX.

A. C.: To6to? IToaiTnyni TeMu 6yAH YaCTHHOI HaBYAABHOTO [IAQHY?

C. M.: Tak, 6yan. Tu maB y saraabHux pucax 3Hatu te, o Kapa Mapxe mu-
caB npo coniaAictuuny cucremy. OckiabKU Iie 6yAH JaCcU XOAOAHOI BIiHHH,
Aast Papsicpxoro Coiosy 6yA0 BaXKAMBO BUCAOBHUTH CBOIO 1103HLiI0. AyMmaro,
10 1Ie nepcAGaquo 1 IOIIMPEHHS IXHbOI'O BIIAUBY HA 1HII KpalHH, Li€ 6yAa
YacTHHA 3MaraHHs i3 3aX0AOM.

A. C.: SIx Bu 3posymiau, HaBimo Bu Tam? Bu BBakaan cebe yacTHHOIO LjuX
3MaraHb XOAOAHOI BIFHHU ?

C. M.: Hawi nouyTrst my0A0 1yporo 6yau pisnumu. Mu Barasucs, mo npo
BCE 1i€ AYMAaTH, aA€ 3 IAMHOM 4acy 3MaraHHs Mk CxoaoM i 3ax0A0M cTaBaAo

to show that their system was better. So, you had to listen and to think about it. I did
try to compare what I saw with what I had gone through since my childhood, and it
was a challenge, but it also gave me another perspective. Remember that the country
where I came from was basically a capitalist state, but it was not an advanced country. So,
we were not advanced within capitalism, and then I was told about socialism and com-
munism, and how they came about, and how they were going to be. So, I was wondering:
was communism our future? I was really wondering about that. What is interesting to me
is that I had an opportunity to see the two sides of the coin and I can appreciate the good
and bad sides of each of the systems.

(ES): What is your sense of the architectural training that you received?

(SM): The training in architecture that we received in Kyiv was good, actually. I would
compare it with any other kind of international training. It gave us exposure to archi-
tecture in the western world, while they took us also through the issues of architecture

within the Soviet system. At the Institute we were taught history of architecture by a



o4eBUAHUM. Mu Takoxx posymian, mo ponomora Papstacskoro Corosy kpai-
HaM Adpuxu Oyaa YaCTHHOIO LIbOTO 3MaraHHs. AAe, BOAHOYAC, MU LIiHYBaAU
Te, 1{0 MOTAM 3A00yTH pax, I HAMAraAMCs 30CEPEAXKYBATHCS Ha L{bOMY.
A. C.: TTosepHiMoch A0 nepiuoro poxy HasyaHHs. Bu kasaau, mo 6yao Baxk-
ko. I[Ilo came?
C. M.: Aast MeHe HafickAaaaHIO0 Oyaa MoBa. Ha Hac BUBaAMAM KyIly TeXHIYHNX
TEPMIHIB, IKUX MU HE BYUAU Ha MMATOTOBYMX Kypcax. Bon TAKOX 1HIIE, HAMIPU-
KAQA, TAXIA AO PO3B’SI3aHHSI [IEBHUX MATEMATHYHUX 32AQ4, AAC [Je APYTOPSIAHE.
A me ckAapAHO OYAO IPHCTOCYBATUCS AyMaTd IO-iHmomy. PaasHcbkuil
Coro3 3maraBcst 3 iHIIMMH CHCTEMaMH, TOMY HaMaraBcsl IIOKa3aTH, IO Aep-
JKaBHHH Aap y HboMy OyB Kkpamuil. Tpeba Oyao cayxatu i 3BaskaTu Ha Bce Lie.
Sl HamaraBcst TOPIBHIOBATH IIEPEXKUTE B AUTHHCTBI 3 TUM, 110 0a4uB, i 1je 6yA0
HEIPOCTO, AA€ AAAO MEHI 3MOI'y IO-IHIIOMY ITOTAsiHyTH Ha 1e. He Tpeba 3a-
6yBaTH, 10 MOSI KpalHa 6yAa, IO CyTi, KalliTAAICTUYHOIO 1 HE HAATO PO3BUHE-
HOI0. 3a MipKaMU KaIliTaAI3My MH HE 6yAn IIPOTPECUBHUMHU, a TOAL MEHI PO3-
Ka3yBaAM IIPO COIIIaAI3M 1 KOMYHI3M, IIPO T€, IK BOHU BUHUKAH 1 KYAH HAYTb.
Tomy st 3aaymyBaBcsi: un 6yae KoMyHisM HamuM MaiOyTHIM? S cipaBai po
11¢ PO3MIpKOBYBaB. AAsl MEHE IIIKaBO Te, IO 51 Mir 6a4uTi 06MABI CTOPOHH
MeAAAL, OLIHUTH XOPOLIi i OTaHi CTOPOHHU 000X CUCTEM ACP)KABHOIO A2AY.
A. C.: A mo Bu Aymaere IIPO apPXIiTEKTYPHY OCBITY, SKY 3AO6YAI/I?
C. M.: HacnpaBai, piBeHb apXiTeKTypHOI OCBiTH, 5Ky MU 3A00yau B Kue-
Bi, 6yB xopoumii. S| 6u mopiBHsIB 1i 3 OCBiTOIO B OyAb-sIKii iHILIH AcpiKaBi.
Mu osHalloMHAHCS 3 apXiTEKTypOIO 3aXiAHOTO CBIiTy, TAKOXK HAM PO3IOBi-
AU IIPO TIPOOAEMHU aPXITEKTYPH PAASHCBKOL cucteMu. B iHcTHTYTI Ham BU-
KAAAAAM icTopiro apxitekTypu (imMoBipHO, Bikrop Yeneank. — Ped.), ue 6ys

professor [probably Viktor Chepelyk], who was really very good and he tried to give us
avery balanced view about all these things. What I found out after interacting with both
sides, was that the Soviet teachers were more aware of what was going on in terms of
architecture in the West than what was discussed in the West about Soviet architecture.
One of the things that were different from the practice in Uganda were the ways in
which contracts were handled. Because it was a state-based construction system, contracts
were different, and the management of the construction process was also different in the
Soviet Union. But these are things that you can catch up with, so it wasn’t a big issue.
(ES): During the 1980s, many Western critics challenged the tradition of the modern
movement. Was this also the case in Kyiv?
(SM): Yes, that discussion was going on and it was interesting, because some teachers referred
to it as a way of explaining how the socialist system was possibly a better option. Not every-
one participated in that discussion, but a few professors were following it and talked about it.

(ES): Was that critical view directed at Soviet architecture too?
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(SM): Not really, that wasn't there. Nonetheless, a number of Soviet students ex-

pressed their views guardedly, criticizing architecture in the Soviet Union as monot-
onous, ideological and lacking the expression of freedom of opinion. Otherwise, in
lectures the professors used to discuss remove western architecture with both fair and
unfair criticism.

(ES): You were studying in Kyiv, the capital of Soviet Ukraine. Was the question of na-
tional identity or specificity discussed?

(SM): Do you mean the issue of national identity of Ukrainians vs. the USSR?

(LS): Yes.

(SM): It was not evident, and it was not openly discussed. The message was that the
USSR was a unified, single country. And you couldn’t easily see the differences until
you interacted with a few of your colleagues. For example, in the hostel I shared rooms
with Soviet students from other republics. And a few of them could tell you about

these differences. There was a feeling that the Russian influence was overshadowing



others. As far as the difference between Russian and Ukrainian culture was concerned,

it was there but latent, you couldn’t really see it on the surface.

(ES): What about Soviet Central Asian republics?

(SM): L had lectures about their architecture in class, but my exposure to this region was not big.
(ES): Were architecture and planning in Africa discussed at all?

(SM): There was a bit of that, but not in detail, because of the scarcity of profession-
als who had an experience in Africa. There was more focus on northern Africa because
some among our teachers had longer interactions with those countries and gained more
knowledge about them. But discussion about sub-Saharan Africa was really limited.
(ES): Soviet scholars published a couple of books on architecture and urban planning
in tropical climates, for example Rimsha’s “Gorod i zharkii klimat” [ The city and the hot
climate]. Were you aware of them?

(SM): Yes: not exactly this book, but other going into that direction were there. Our

teachers were telling us about architecture in different climates: hot and humid, hot



Ay’Ke CUABHUH KypC, BUKAAAQ4 HAMAraBCs AATH HaM AY>KE BUBA)KEHUM ITOTASIA
Ha Bci ui peui. [TobyBaBmm no o6upsa 6oku («3asisHoi saBicu». — [lep.),
51 3pO3YMIB, 11O PAASHCHKI BUKAaAQ4l HabaraTo raubuie sHaAu Te, 1o Bia0y-
BA€ThCA B 3aXIAHIN apXITEKTYpI, HDK 3aXiAHA apXITEKTypa — PaASHCBKY.

Bia riei mpakTukw, Axa 6yAa B YTaHAI, CHABHO BiApi3HSAAOCA Te, IO Bi,A,6y-
BaAOCS 3 MAPAAHOK poboror. Ockiabku crucreMa OyaiBHUIITBA GasyBasacs
Ha ACP)KaBHOMY IIAQHYBAaHHI, IPOLIEC YIIPAaBAIHHA 6yAiBHI/IuTBOM y Papsn-
cekoMy Corosi Takoxx OyB iHakimmil. Aae [bOro MOKHa OYAO HABYUTHCS | I1O-
TiM, TOMy Lje ApiOHMLII.

A. C.: YV 1980-x ynMar0o 3aXiAHUX KPUTHKIB BUCTYIIHAH IPOTH TPAAHILIIH
MoA€EpHicTChKOTO pyxy. Sk Oyao i3 num y Kuesi?

C. M.: Tak, AMCKYCis IIOAO LIbOTO 6yAa >KBaBOIO 1 IIIKaBOIO, OCKIABKHU ACSIKI1
BHKAAAQ4i 3BEPTAAUCS AO Hel, 100 apryMEHTYBATH, YOMY COL{iaAlCTHYHA CH-
crema Oyaa kpaworo. ¥ Auckycii Opaau yyacTs He Bci, ase Kiabka npodecopis
CTEXXMAU 32 HEIO i FTOBOPUAMU IIPO 1LIE.

A. C.: A 119 KpUTHKA CTOCYBAaAaCs TAKOX i PAASHCHKOI apXiTeKTypu?

C. M.: Hi, npo ne ne 6yao moBu. TuM He MeHIIE, YUMAAO PAASHCHKUX CTY-
AEHTIB 3 OCTOPOTOI0 BUCAOBAIOBAAHU CBOIO AYMKY, KpDUTHUKYIOUH apXiTEKTYPY
Paasiacpkoro Colosy sIk OAHOMaHITHY, iA€0AOTi30BaHy Ta n036aBAeHy CBO-
60AU BUpaskeHHs. 3 IHIIOrO OOKY, BUKAAAAYl Ha ACKIIiSIX 9ACTO KPUTHKYBAAU
3axXiAHy apXITEKTYpPY, CAYIIHO M Hi.

A. C.: Bu Bunancs y Kuesi, croauui passiacekoi Ykpainu. 4u obrosoprosa-
AM OKPEMO IUTAHHS HalllOHAABHOI iA€HTHUYHOCTI?

C. M.: Bu maeTe Ha yBa3i NUTaHH: HalliOHAABHOI IACHTHYHOCTI YKpaiHIIiB Ha

npotusary CPCP?

and dry.They were also telling us about the general principles of design in response
to climate.

(ES): When you were working on your designs, did you choose locations in Uganda or
in the Soviet Union?

(SM): From the first to the fourth year, we did projects based on locations in the Soviet
Union, but for the final year project we were given the option to choose, and I chose a
location in Uganda, in the town of Jinja.

(ES): What kind of feedback did you get on this project from your tutors?

(SM): They didn’t know that place, they had never been to a country like that. They were
aware though of the crucial requirements of design. But I had colleagues from Uganda who
were also in the same program, who were ahead of me, and one of them [prof. Barnabas
Nawangwe] is now the Vice-Chancellor of our University. They used to go home and come
back, and get some of the information I would require, including situation plans, demo-

graphic data, building regulations, and so on. I got these pieces of information from them,



A. C.: Tax.

C. M.: Lle He nposBAsrOCcsA, BIAKpUTO PO Iie He roBopruar. OCHOBHUM
racaom Oyaa epanicts CPCP sk xpainu. [Toxu He mocmiakyemcs 3 Kiab-
KOMa KOAETaMH, BIAMIHHOCTI ITOMITHUTH 6on He TaK AErko. HaanKAaA,
Yy TYPTOXXHUTKY 51 KUB y KIMHATi 3 paposSHCBKUMU CTYA€HTaMU 3 Pi3HUX pec-
ny6AiK, siki po3noBiaasu npo 1i BiaminHOCTi. Takoxx BigdyBasocs, mo po-
cificbkuil BAuB rnepeBaxkye Bci inmi. IIlo x Ao pisHuL MiX pocilichKO0
Ta yKPalHChKOIO KYABTYPaMH, TO BOHA 6yAa, XO4a i HEsIBHA, OAPa3y 1i BaXKKO
OYAO IIOMITHTH.

A. C.: A six mopao pecrry6aix Llentpaspnol Asii?

C. M.: Y nac 6yau Aekuii PO IXHIO apXiTEKTYpy, aAe IIPO LieH PErioH s 3HAIO
Hebararo.

A. C.: A apxitextypy i Micbke AQHYBaHHS apPUKAHCHKUX KPaiH B3araai 06-
TOBOPIOBAAM?

C. M.: Tpoxu, aae 6e3 pctaneit, 60 6ya0 Ayxe Maro ¢paxiBLiB, sIKi 3HAAUCS
Ha A¢puui. [Ipu ypomy socepeasxysasucst Ha I liBaiuniit Appuni, 60 cepea
HaIlIMX BUKAAAAYiB 6on KiABKa, XTO TiCHIIIE CIIBIPAIIIOBAB 3 IUMHU ACpPKa-
BaMH i Ai3HaBcs po Hux Oiasiue. [ Ipo Adpuxy Ha niBaeus Bia Caxapu maii-
K€ HE TOBOPHUAHU.

A. C.: PapsHCBKI BUCH] BUAAAY KiABKA ITPAIlh 3 aPXiTEKTYPHU Ta MiCTONAAHYBaH-
Hs y TPOIIIYHOMY KAiMaTi, Haripukaap «Micro i Tponiunuii kaiMaT>» A. Pumii.
Yu 3HaAu BY 11po 1ji poboTH?

C. M.: Tak. He came mpo 1o KHIDKKY, aAe 3araAoM IpoO Te, 10 pobuao-
cs B jpboMy Hampsimi. Hamni Bukaapadi posmoBipgasu HaM IPO apXiTEKTYPy
Y Pi3HOMY KAiIMaTi: CIIEKOTHOMY 1 BOAOTOMY, CIIEKOTHOMY M CyXOMY... Taxox

and I could discuss them with my professors. Environmental questions were high on the
agenda, and we discussed them a lot, which I appreciated. When Ilook back, it is striking to
me how much we focused on these environmental issues, which are so important, as today
everybody understands.

(OA): Did you travel in the Soviet Union during your studies?

(SM): The training was done within Ukraine, and we moved around within Ukraine.
But during holiday times we had the opportunity to travel. I don’t know how it is now
but travelling was cheap back then. Actually, that was one of the advantages of studying
in the Soviet Union. Once you learn the language, you could move anywhere and get
exposed to new things. So, we managed to travel to Leningrad, Odessa, and to Tashkent.
But that was our own initiative, not part of the course.

(ES): Did you go on these trips alone or with your fellow students?

(SM): Yes, with other students.

(LS): Soviet or African students?



BOHHU HaBYaAM HAC 3aTaAbHUX IIPUHIIMIIB IIPOEKTYBAHHS BIAIIOBIAHO AO KAI-
MaTHYHHX YMOB.

A. C.: KoAu BU npaijjoBaAu Hap BAACHUM AUIIAOMHHM IIPOEKTOM, TO 00pasn
MicieM poaTarryBaHHs YraHay uu Papsucekuit Coros?

C. M.: Bip nepmroro i A0 4eTBEPTOro poKy MU TOTYBAAU MPOEKTH AAS Ai-
asiHOK y Papsiacskomy Corosi. Aae B OCTaHHIN pik HaM AO3BOAMAU O0H-
paTH, AASL IKOTO MiCIisl MM IPOEKTYBAaTUMEMO, 1 A Bn6paB Yranpy, micto
AKuHAXA.

A. C.: fIx Bami BUKAaAQ4i OLIIHUAH LI€H IPOEKT?

C. M.: Bonu HiJoro He 3HaAHU IPO 1110 MiCIIeBiCTBh, HIKOAU He 6yBaAH B TaKiH
kpaini. [Ipore BoHM 3HAAH KAIOYOBI BUMOTH AO IPOEKTIB. AAc B MeHE Oyan
KOACTH 3 YTaHAH, SIKi TAKOXK BYMAMCS 32 IIi€I0 IIPOTPaMOIo, CTapIIi 3a MEHE.
Oaun i3 Hux (mpodecop bapnabac Hasaurse. — Ped.) Tenep npopektop Ha-
woro yHiBepcurery. Bonu OyBasn Ha GaThKIBLIMHI, TOX AOIIOMAaraAu MeHi
OTPUMATU ACSIKY HOTpi6Hy inpopmariro, 30KpeMa NMAAHU MiCIIEBOCTI, AEMO-
rpaiuni AaHi, OyaiBeabHi HOpMu Towo. L0 iHpopmario s 06rosoprosas si
CBOIMHU BUKAapauaMu. | [utanus OXOPOHU AOBKIAAS 6yAH aKTYaAbHMMH, 1 MU
6araTo Ipo HUX AUCKYTYBaAH, IO OyA0 Ayxe niHHMM. O3upaoynch Hasa,
51 BPOKEHHH, SIK 6araTo MU 30CEPEAKYBAAKCS HA IIUTAHHSX 3aXUCTY AOBKIiA-
ASl, BAKAMBICTD SIKUX TEIIEP € O4EBUAHOIO AAS BCIX.

O. A.: Bu nopopoxysasu PapstHcpkrM Co1030M y pOKM HaBYaHHSA?

C. M.: Mu Bunaucs B Ykpaini, Tomy i3puan Ykpainoro. [lip gac xanikya iHo-
Al mopopoxyBaau. He sHaro, sk 3apas, aae Toal Lie 6on aemeso. Hacripasai,
11e OyAa OAHA 3 BEAUKHUX IepeBar HaByaHHs y Papsacpkomy Corosi. ko Bu-
BYMB MOBY, MO>KHA OYAO iXaTu OyAb-KyAH i misHaBaTu woch HoBe. Ham BAaso-

(SM): It was mixed. There were times I travelled with African students, and a few times I
travelled with my Russian friends. They took me to see some places.

(OA): Did you feel the difference in architecture across various places in the Soviet Union?
(SM): Yes, to some extent. Of course, you could feel it when you travelled, for example,
to Moscow, which was different from Tashkent. But Soviet planning meant that there
was not much difference in architecture. This was interesting for me: the fact that there
was something common in architecture. They tried to provide common services and fa-
cilities which could be more or less replicated across the Soviet Union. There was some-
thing monotonic about these facilities, being constantly replicated.

(ES): Did you see this monotony as a bad thing?

(SM): In one way, yes, because you wish to see more variety, more creativity. But when
I look back, I can understand it as a cost of solving the problem of the multitude. It was
about numbers: how to ensure that everyone was provided with a minimum of services?

In that case, of course, you can lose some creativity. The second thing was that this repeti-



cst moOysaru B Aeninrpaai, Oaeci, TauikenTi. Aae Mu cami Lie opraHisyBaaw,
11¢ He OYAO YACTHHOIO HABYAABHOI IIPOrPaMH.

A. C.: Bu i3puAH B 11 TOAOPOXKi CaM 4 3 iIHIIMMHU CTYACHTaMHU?

C. M.: Tak, 3 iHIINMH CTYACHTAMHU.

A. C.: I3 Papstacproro Corosy un 3 Appukn?

C. M.: I 3 tumy, i 3 TuMu. Yacom 1 mopoposxyBas 3i cTyaeHTaMu 3 AQpuKy,
a KiAbKa pasiB — 3i cBoiMH pocificbkuMHU ToBapuaMu. BoHu MeHe BiaBe3AH
AO KIABKOX MICIIb.

O. A.: Bu BiauyBaAu BiAMIHHOCTI B apXiTeKTypi pisHUX 4yacTUH PapsHCBKOTO
Corosy?

C. M.: Tak, Ao neBHOI Mipu. 3BiCHO, Ile BIAYYBAETHCS, KOAH IIOAOPOXY-
em. Hanpukaaa, MockBa Oyaa 30Bcim iHakmomwo, Hik Tamxent. Opanak
PaAsSHCBKE MAAHYBaHHA O3HA4YaAO, 1IJO BIAMIHHOCTEH B apXiTEKTYpi 6on
He Ayke bararo. Le Mene it nikaBuAo: 10 B yciil apxiTekTypi 6yao Aeto
crriabHe. BoHM HaMaraAucs HapaBaTH OAHAKOBI ITOCAYTH i 3BOAUTH OA-
HaKOBi TUIU OYAiBeAB, sIKi MO>KkHa OyAO OU BIATBOpHUTH Y BcboMy Papsin-
cexomy Corosi. Y nux cnopyaax 6yAo moch Take OAHOMaHITHE, IOCTIHHO
BIATBOPIOBAHE.

A. C.: Bu BBa)xaAu 1110 OAHOMAaHITHICTb YUMOCH [IOTAHUM ?

C. M.: 3 opHOrO 60KY, TaK, 60 X0TiAOCS 6iABIIOL PIBHOMAHITHOCTI, TBOPYOC-
Ti. AAe, O3UPAIOYNCH HA3aA, 1 PO3YMII0, 10 Lie OYAO LIiHOI0, SIKYy AOBEAOCS
3aIIAQTUTH 32 PO3B sI3aHHsI pobaeMu MacoBocti. [Tpobaema Oyaa B kiabko-
cTi: ik 3abe3rmeynuTH BCiX HEOOXiAHUM MiHIMYMOM IOCAYT? Yy TaKoOMYy pasi,
3BICHO, IPO TBOPYICTb F'OAl TOBOPUTH. 3 iHmoro 60Ky, IIOBTOPIOBAHICTh 6yAa
HACAIAKOM INPUUHATHUX IMOAITUYHUX PILICHD, IOYMHAKOYH 3 YABACHD IIPO TE,

tion could have resulted from political decision-making, starting with ideas of what was
preferable or desirable, but also involving restrictions of alternative solutions.

(OA): Did your teachers suggest that these equal standards of life, these common facili-
ties, could be implemented in your country?

(SM): The attempt to foster communities was a central part of the pedagogy. But this pedago-
gy was also a way of influencing the thinking of the students who came to the Soviet Union.
(ES): What did you think about this?

(SM): It was part of the system; it was part of the competition between the East and the
West. I had the opportunity to experience both sides. As a person who had such exposure,
I feel that I've gained at least a view which is more independent. The Soviet system had its
positives, the Western system also had its own positives. And I just moved on with that.
(ES): I would like to ask you about your everyday experience in Kyiv. You said that you

lived in a students’ hostel and that you shared a room with Soviet students, right?

(SM): That’s right.



0 OyAO Ga’kaHMM i KpaluM, aA€ TAKOX Lj€ CTOCYBAAOCS OOMEXKEHD IOAO
AABTEPHATUBHUX BapiaHTIB.

O. A.: Yu Buxaapavi AaBaAM BaM 3pO3YMITH, IO TaKi CTAHAAPTHU XKHUTTH, Lii
IPOMAACBKI CIIOPYAM MOTAHM O ITOCTaTH i y Baiuiil Kpaini?

C. M.: Taxi cnpo61/1 copMyBaTH BIAYYTTS CITIABHOCT] 6YAI/I OCHOBOIO TEAQ-
rorigHoro npouecy. Aae 1je Takox 6yA0 i crioco6oM BIIAUBY Ha TOYKY 30Dy
CTYACHTIB, sAKki npuixasu Ao Papsucekoro Corosy.

A. C.: A mo npo 11e Aymasu Bu?

C.M.: 1le 6on YaCTUHOIO CUCTEMHU, eAeMEHTOM 3MaraHHsa Mixk Cxopom i 3a-
xoA0M. MeHi Bumnaaa Haropa mobauutu obuasa 60oku Mepaai. I, spaxcarouu Ha
11¢, sl BBAXKAIO, 1110 Y MCHE BUPOOUBCsI OiABII HE3aACKHUI ITOTASIA Ha BCe 1ie. Y
PaASHCBKOI CUCTEMHU 6yAI/I CBOI IIO3UTHBHI CTOPOHH, AK i B 3axiaHOL Sl mpu-
HHSAB 1€ 1 pyXarocs AaAl.

A. C.: Poskaxirts, 6YAI) AacKa, K BaM xuAocs B Kuesi. Bu xasaau, mo memxka-
AM B I'YPTOXXUTKY, Y KIMHATi Pa30OM 3 IHIIMMU PAASHCBKUMHU CTYACHTAMHU, TaK?
C. M.: Came Tax.

A. C.: fIx BaM Takuii AOCBIA?

C. M.: Lle OyB ninuuit AocBia. Bin aysxe samam’sitaBesi: Oyao i xoporue, i mmo-
ra"e. AexTo BUSIBASB BIABEPTHM PaCHU3M, AA€ 6yAH 1 XOopouli Apysi, K1 3aBX-
AM 3aXUIIAAU 1 CHPSMOBYBAAU Y Oararbox pevax. Y IepuIui, MmAroTOBYHH
piK MU sK iHO3eMLi XUAM cami. Aae MH OyAM 3 PiSHHMX KpaiH, TOMy pO3y-
MIAM, HACKIABKM IO-PI3HOMY XXKUBYTb AIOAH. A xoAUM moyaBscs HNEPIIUK PiK
MOTO HaBYaHHS 32 $paxOM, TOAI MEHE ITOCEAUAH 3 PAASHCBKHMU CTYACHTAMH.
S aisHaBest npo Hux bararto, 1e 6yau nikasi gacu. byan i TpyaHoli, ocoban-
BO KOAM IXaB KYAHCb, 2 TAM CTHKABCsI 3 TUMH, XTO 0031BaB Tebe «MaBIIO0> .

(ES): How do you remember this experience?

(SM): I would say that it was a rich experience. I had very memorable, good moments,
and I also had bad moments. You could face serious racism from some individuals, but you
also had friends—good friends—who would always protect you and guide you in many
ways. During the first year of training, we were living as foreigners, alone. But we came
from different countries, and I could learn how different people lived. And when I started
the first year of my architectural studies, that was also when I started living with Soviet
students. I could learn more about them, and I had interesting time. It had some challeng-
es, especially, when you go to some places and find that there were those who called you
“monkey”, but after living in many other places I found that those things happen. What
is more important is to meet those who accept you and consider how do they accept you.
Do they accept you as an individual? Someone you can trust and relate to? And I had that.
All those years affected and shaped me, because those were my young years, and it was

the first time I went away from home and became independent. It was a good experience.



OAHaK, IOXKUBIIM y 06araTboX MICLSIX, sl BXKE 3HAIO, IO TaKe 9aCOM TPAIIAS-
erbca. Habararo Baxkausime — 3yCTPITH THX, XTO IIPUMUMAE tebe, i ITOAyMa-
TH, SIK caMe BOHU 1je pobasiTh. Yu npuitMaioTs BoHU Tebe K 0COOUCTICTH?
Sk Toro, KoMy MOXKHa AOBIpUTHCS, BiAKpuTH Ayiuy? I B MeHe 1je Oyao. Yei 1i
POKH BIIAMHYAH Ha McHe, cGOpMyBasU MeHe, 00 1je Oyaa Most roHicTb. Toal
s ynepiue OyB Tak AAACKO Bip AOMY, cTaB camocTiiHuM. Le 6yao xopucHo.
A. C.: Yu pearyBasu YMHOBHUKH Ha 1]i BUITAAKU PaCHU3MY?

C. M.: 3Haere, He MOXKHA Ka3aTH, 11O Y CYCIIIABCTBI 1ie OYAO 3araAbHOIIPHIAHSI-
TUM, SIKIIO BXe HACThCsE Ipo Paastcekuit Coros 3araaoM. Aae 1o v 3pobmui,
KOAM XTOCh KaXXe€ IJOCh TaKe B aBTOOYCi? Y KiABKOX BHUIIAAKAX IIMCAAM 3asBH
AO MIAILIL, aA€ peak1jii He 6on. Sximo s’ﬂCOByBaAOCﬂ, 11O MiAiITIOHEp 1 caM Ta-
KU, Hy, TO i1 110 BcboMy. [ Ipote y Hac Oyan i Apysi, siki cTaBaau 3a Tebe roposo.
3 inuoro 60ky, ockiabku PapsiHcskuit Coros HamaraBcst pocyBsaru cebe y 30B-
HIIIHBOMY CBITI 1 y KpalHax, 1[0 PO3BUBAIOTHCS, PACU3M Ha MO3IP BIAKMAAAH.
Tparastaocst, mo oci6, SIKUX BUKPUBAAU Y TAKUX BYMHKAX, IITPAQyBAAH.

A. C.: Hu 6yBaau Taki BUIAAKH B yHIBEpCHUTETi?

C. M.: Tak, kiabka curyaniil 3i cryaeHTaMu # Bukaapadamu. Hanpukaaa,
B OAHOTO MOTO TOBAapHIIA 3 MIATOTOBYHX KYPCiB cTaAacs Taka icTopis. Bin
XOTIB ITONAABATH, AA€ KOAH 3aHIIOB AO 6ace1”4Hy, 1HII1 CTYACHTH 3BIATH BUMII-
au. Bin, 3BicHO, moayMaB, 110 1je KYMEAHO, i IIPOCTO IIAABaB cobi paai. Taki
BUITAAKU 6yBaAH, 1 HACAIAKM 3aA€XKAAM Bip apAMiHICTpail.

A. C.: SIx Bu nosicHioBaAH AAs cebe Taky moBeainky? OcobAnBO 3Baa04u
Ha odinilHy anTUpacuctceky nosunio CPCP?

C. M.: S BBaxKaB 1ie Ay>Ke IPUKPHUM, OCKiABKH OdinifiHi racaa Oyau iHIIMMHU.
Sl posymiB, mo Tpeba 6yTH 06EPEKHIM IJOAO TOTO, KYAU TH XOAHLII i SIK IIOBO-

(ES): Did the authorities react to these racist incidents?

(SM): You see, it wasn’t something that was accepted in the society, as far as the Soviet
Union was concerned. But what can you do if someone on the bus does that? There were
a few cases when someone reported incidents to the police, but nothing was done. Or
you found that the policeman was also of that nature, so you let it go. Still, we had friends
that could stand up for you. But on the other hand, because the Soviet Union was trying
to sell itself to the outside world and to the developing countries, racism was rebutted. It
also happened that someone who was found to be doing this was reprimanded.

(ES): Did such incidents happen also at the University?

(SM): There were a few incidents with students and teachers. For example, I'll tell you
the story about a colleague from the preparatory course. He wanted to go in for a swim,
and the moment he entered the swimming pool, other students moved out. He found
it funny, of course, and just continued swimming. Those incidents could happen, and it

would depend on the administration how such cases were handled.



AMILICS Ha AIOASIX, 00 MOXKHA HAPASUTHCS Ha LIOCh Take. AAe, 3 iHIIOro 6oky,
B pi3HUX MicLsix Lje Oyao mo-pisHomy. Temnep, Maio4n AOCBIA, s 3HAIO, IO pa-
cucTr OyBatoTh y OyAb-sIKiil KpaiHi, i PO 1je He Iocnepeyacicst. AAC y BUITAAKY
PapstHcpKOro Col03y peabHICTD ACIIO BiAPi3HAAACA Bip OQIliHHOI MO3HIiL.
O. A.: I'loBepHimMocs po pokiB Bamoro HaB4aHHA y Kuesi. Yu Bami Apy-
3I-CTYACHTH KPUTHKYBAAH apPXITEKTYPY CBOEI KpaiHH ab0 5K MIASX, IKUM LIS
KpalHa pyXaAacs?

C. M.: Tak, cepea paasHCBKHX CTYACHTIB Take OyBaao. 30KpeMa cepea THX,
i3 KUM s XMB i 3 KUM crmiAKyBaBcs. HapiTh mip yac BUKOHaAHHS KypcOBOTO
npoexty 6yan oOroBopeHHs, siki 3adinaau 1i remu. Lle 6yao nixaBo, 60 cra-
BaAO 3pO3YMiAO, IO CTYAEHTH XOTIAH 6 3HATH, IO TaM, HA30BHI, 32 MEXKaMHU
Papsircskoro Corosy; sik yce BiAOYyBa€eThCsI 3a KOPAOHOM, YH € AABTCPHATHBHI
PpIILCHHS [IEBHUX NPOOAEM, IKMMH MU 32HIMaAUCsL. YCe BUPYBaAO, i Oyao ode-
BHAHO, IIJO IIi TPOIIECH HE CIIMHUTH.

O. A.: fIxe Bamie BpaskeHHs Bia Michkoi KyabTypu Knesa?

C. M.: Ao neBHOI MipH, KyABTYPY HaIlPaBASIAH: BUSABASIAOCS, IIJO HA IIEBHI
TEMM HE MOXXHA TOBOPHUTH BIAKPHUTO, 1 Ii€ Tpe6a 6yA0 IPOCTO NPUMHATH.
Tomy mu 3MiHIOBaAM TeMu Haummx po3moB. [1po aesiki pedi He MoskHA 6YAO
TOBOPHUTH IIPHAIOAHO.

O. A.: Bu 6yBaau ToAl 32 KOPAOHOM?

C. M.: Tak, Ha KkaHiKyAax I3AMAH AO IHIIHX YacTHH C€Bpomu. Y TOH 4ac
51 MaB 3MOT'y MAHAPYBAaTH 1 nmo6ayuTH iHII YaCTUHHU cBity. PapsiHCBKI ATOAU
HE MOTAM BIABHO ITIOAOPOXKYBaTH, Ha BIAMIHY BiA Hac, iHO3€MIIiB, TOMY MU
6yBaau B €Bponi i nmobauman ii. Pisuuns BigdyBasacs, ocobanso B Ty
MHUTb, KOAH MU BHDKAKaAU 32 Mexi Paasacekoro Comwsy. I xoua [Cxianal

(ES): How did you make sense of this behavior? Especially in view of the official Soviet
position of antiracism?

(SM): I saw it as very unfortunate, because the official message was different. I real-
ized that you have to be a bit careful how you move around and conduct yourself in
public, because you could experience certain things of that nature. But on the other
hand, it also varied from place to place. And now when I look back, I know that rac-
ist people can be found in any country, and that is something you can’t argue about.
But as far as the Soviet Union was concerned, the reality was a bit different from the
official position.

(OA): I would like to go back to your studies in Kyiv. Did your fellow students question
the architecture that was built in the country and perhaps the ways in which the country
was being developed?

(SM): Yes, that kind of feeling was there among Soviet students. This included students

I lived with, and the ones I interacted with. Even during our design work, when people



Himeuunna Oyaa A0BoAi cxoxoro, ase pisnuist 3i CxigHoto €Bpormnoro 6yaa.
Lle 6yA0 AUBOBIKHO.

A. C.: Ae Bu OyBasn?

C. M.: B Icnanii, bpuranii, Himeyunni — Toai y Cxipniit Himewunni. I B pe-
sxux kpainax Cxignoi €sponu, 3oxpema B [ Toapmi.

A. C.: Ma0yTs, ManApu 3axipHOI EBpPOIOI OYAH HEACIICBI.

C. M.: Ha roii vac — Hi. Lle 6ya0 opHi€r0 i3 AUBOBHK passIHCHKOI CHCTEMHU.
PapsiHcbka BaatoTa TOAL Oyaa ActeBa. Ham maaruau crunenairo, sikol Bucra-
JaAO0 Ha DKY 1 Ha AesIKi AOAAQTKOBI BUTpaTu. [HO3eMHI CTYACHTH TaKOX MOTAU
MaTH 3HCK 3i cIeKyAroBaHHs. MoskHa 6yAO KymAsiTH TOBapu Ha 3aXOAl, SIKi
He npopaBasu Ha CXOAl 1 SIKIO 3HAXOAUB ITOKYIILS, TO Iia3apobutu. Aexto
AY>KE CepHO3HO ITMM 3aiiMaBcs. MeHi Tako)X BHITaAa Haropa MOINPAIlOBATH
y Cnioayuenomy Kopoaisctsi, 60 B Mene Tam 6yB kysen. I Totim st moBepraBces
Ao Kuesa, i xurTs TpuBaso.

O. A.: Bam 3anaM’siTaancs Axich 0cOOAMBI MicIis i3 TUX YaciB?

C. M.: Meni nopobasacst LjeHTpaAbHa IIAOLLA (Tenep Maiipan Hesaaex-
HOCTi. — Ped.). Mu TYAU XOAUAH, KOAU MaAU BiAbHUH 4yac. [licast kBiTHS,
KOAH BECHA IIEPEXOAMAA B AiTO, TaM OyAO Tak rapHo U xopouue. S 3’sicyBas,
1[0 Y III0 IIOPY POKY Y AIOACH 3MiHIOBaBCs HACTPiH. byam i inmi miciys, kyau
mu xoauan. Cepea HUX — TexuivHuil iHCTUTY T (HanionaapHMI TeXHIYHMI
yHiBepcuTeT Ykpainu «KuiBcpkuil moaitexHiyHuil iHcTUTYT iMeHi Irops
Cikopcpkoro». — Ped.), a pesixi 3 Hamux APY3iB BYHAUCS B YHIBEPCHUTETI
imeni Aomonocosa (y Mocksi. — Ped.). Tomy s GyBaB i Tam, 3ycTpivas-
Cs1 3 APY35IMH, MU IIPOBOAMAH Pa3oM vac. [Hime mam'siTHe AAsT MeHe Miclie
B KueBi — monap Aninpom. Meni mosobaaacst apxirexrypa Codiiicbkoro

were working on their projects, there were discussions that would touch upon these top-
ics. And it was interesting, because you could see that students wanted to know what was
beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union, how things were done abroad, and what
could be an alternative to some of the issues that we were looking at. So, that movement
was there, and it was evident that it couldn’t be stopped.

(OA): What was your sense of urban culture in Kyiv?

(SM): To some extent, the culture was guided: you would find that there were certain top-
ics that couldn’t be discussed freely, and you had to accept this. So, we adjusted what we
were talking about. A few things that we talked about could not be discussed in public.
(OA): Did you travel abroad?

(SM): Yes, during our holidays we traveled to other parts of Europe. That was a time when I
had the opportunity to travel and see other parts of the world. There was limited possibility
of travelling for the Soviet people, but as foreigners we had that opportunity, so we used to

travel to Europe and see what it was. And you could feel the difference, especially the moment



cobopy, xomnaexc Kueso-ITeuepcokoi Aaspu, yuiBepmar LIVM, mony-
meHT barpkiBiuni-Marepi. Aae 3 1990 poxky s B Kuesi ue 6yBas, Tomy 6yB
Ou papuii, IKOM BUITaAa TaKa HArOAQ.

A. C.: Bu migTpumyeTe 3B'5130K 13 KUMOCH 13 THX YaciB?

C. M.: Haxaas, Hi. [IIxopyro mpo nje. I licast 3akiHIeHHA HABYaHHS 5 ITOIXaB AO
Bpuranii, mobadutuce 3i cBoim KyseHoM. | o Aoposi Most Baaisa 3 ycima KoH-
TaKTHUMH AAHUMU 3ary6HAac;1, MEHi TaK i He BAAAOCH 1i TOBEPHYTHU. Y MeHe
€ 3B’I30K TIABKU 3 MOIMH KOAECT'aMU 3 YTaHAH, SIKi TaKOXX BurAucs B Kuei.

A. C.: I'licas mepeizay oo Coaydenoro Kopoaiscrsa Bu HaBuaAucst B Hprokac-
AL Y yomy 6yAa Hal0iABIIA BIAMIHHICTb MiXK HAB4aHHSM y Kuesi ta Hrroxacai?
C. M.: Hacmipasai oo Hpelokacaa s npuixas aemo misnime. Crioyarky s mo-
BEPHYBCS B YTaHAY, ITOYaB IPAIIOBAaTH B YHIBEPCHTETi SIK MOAOAIIUH BHU-
kaapad. [Torim s mopaB pookymenTH A0 YHiBepcuTeTy Hplokacaa, morpanus
Ha KOPOTKHMH KYPC, 3TOAOM YYMBCS Ha MariCTEpChKid MPOrpami, TOAl Ile Ha
OAHIH MariCTepChbKid, a AAAl AOKTOPAHTYpa. 3BicHO, 6yAa PISHHIIA B KYAb-
Typi, piBeHb BIAKPUTOCTI AO ACSAKHUX pedert OyB inmwmil. S ninyio, mo smir
cnpobysary i Te, i Te. Takuil AOCBiA Y HOpPIBHsIHHI OaraTo yoro pae — 6iab-
1€, HDK 51 OTpUMaB 6, SIKOM 3 IIEPIIOro POKY BUBYAB apXiTEKTYPy OAPasy

when you moved out of the Soviet Union. While [East] Germany was still a bit the same, but
after leaving Eastern Europe you could feel the difference. And it was quite remarkable.
(ES): Where did you travel?

(SM): To Spain, the UK, Germany—East Germany at that time. I travelled to some
countries of Eastern Europe as well, including Poland.

(ES): Travelling to Western Europe must have been expensive.

(SM): By that time, it wasn’t. This was one of the things that were interesting in the Sovi-
et system. Russian currency was cheap by that time. We were given a stipend, which was
enough for us in terms of food and also some extras. And foreign students could also benefit
from illegal dealings. You could buy a few things in the West that were not on the market
in the East, and if you found someone who bought that item, you could earn some extra
money. Some people were very involved in that. I also had an opportunity to work in the
UK, as I had a cousin there, and then I would come back to Kyiv and life would continue.
(OA): Were there specific places that you remember from your time spent in the city?
(SM): I liked the central square [today Maidan Nezalezhnosti]. We used to go there during
our free time. After April, when spring was turning into summer, that place used to look so
nice and so pleasant. And I've found that people were changing their mood during that time
of the year. There were other places where we used to spend time. They included the Technical
Institute [today National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic
Institute”], but some of our friends were studying at the Lomonosov University [in Moscow].

So, we used to go there end and meet our friends, and we spent much time there. The oth-



B Crioayuenomy Kopoaisersi. Tum He MeHute, st TakoXX m00a4uB, 10 MK
Papsincekum Corosom, €Bponoio Ta HaBiTh AMEPUKOI0 OYAO ACLIO CIIiAB-
HE: BCIOAH AyXe MaAo 3Haau mpo Apuxy. S sycrpidas Ayxxe HebaraTbox
BUKAAAQ4iB, SKi parroBasu B AQpHIli i 3HAANCS Ha Hil. 3aBASKH TaKOMY
ABOCTOPOHHBOMY AOCBiAy MO€ HaBYaHHS OYAO GiAbLI yceOidHUM.

B

er place in Kyiv that I have memories about was across the river Dnieper, we were meeting
friends who took us around. I also liked the architecture of St. Sophia’s Cathedral, the com-
plex of Kiev Pechersk Lavra, the TSUM department store, and the Motherland monument.
But since 1990 I've never visited, so I am looking forward to the moment when I maybe do so.
(ES): Have you stayed in touch with anybody?

(SM): Unfortunately not, that’s the part which I regret. What happened was that when
I finished the training I went to see my cousin in the UK. And I lost my suitcase with all
the contacts, and I never got it back. The only contacts I have are of the other Ugandan
colleagues who also studied in Kyiv.

(ES): After your move to the UK, you studied in Newcastle. What was the main differ-
ence between your studies in Kyiv and your studies in Newcastle?

(SM): Newcastle, actually, was a bit later. I first came back to Uganda, and joined the
University as a Junior Assistant Lecturer. Later on, I applied to the University of New-
castle upon Tyne, and I enrolled into a short course, and afterwards I pursued a master’s
course, then another Masters, and then a PhD. Of course, there was a difference in cul-
ture, the level of openness to certain things was different. I do appreciate to have had that
wide exposure, that comparative experience—unlike a person who studied architecture
from year one in the UK. Nevertheless, I also saw that there was something in common
in the former Soviet Union, and Europe, even in America: there was little knowledge
about Africa. I met only a few professors who had worked in Africa and had a very good

knowledge about the subject. And that made my studies much more complete.
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Ploscha Zhovtnevoi Re-
voliutsii, today — Maidan
Nezalezhnosti (Independ-
ence Square). (Photo by
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