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Ah, | cast indeed my net into their sea, and meant to catch
good fish; but always | did draw up the head of some ancient
God.

Nietzsche
Ax,anm Cl’IpaB)Ii 3aKMJIaB CBOI TeHeTa B IXHi Mops, 1 MaB g Ha
HYMLIi BJIOBUIT rapHy pT/I6y, aJie 3aBXINM BUTATAB A I’OJ'IOBy

SIKOI'OCh JaBHBOTO Oora.

Hirme.



Chapter 1

PART |
THE DEPARTURE FROM EARTH

Chapter 1

It had been a typically unsatisfactory day. Carmody had gone to the office,
flirted mildly with Miss Gibbon, disagreed respectfully with Mr. Wainbock, and
spent fifteen minutes with Mr. Blackwell, discussing the outlook for thefootball
Giants. Toward the end of the day he had argued with Mr. Seidlitz—argued
vehemently and with a total lack of knowledge— about the steady depletion of
the country's natural resources, and the remorseless advance of destructive
agencies such as Con Ed, theArmy Engineering Corps, tourists, fire ants, and
pulp-paper manufacturers. All of these, he contended, were responsible in
varying degrees for the spoliation of the landscape and the steady obliteration
of the remaining pockets of natural loveiness.

"Wdl, Tom," sardonic, ulcerated Seidlitz had said, "you've really thought
about this, haven't you?'

He hadn't!

Miss Gibbon, an attractive young lady without much chin, had said, "Oh,
Mr. Carmody, | really don't think you should say that."

What had he said, and why shouldn't he say it? Carmody couldn't remember,
and thus remained unrepentant, though vagudy guilty.

His superior, plump, mild Mr. Wainbock, had said, "There really may be
something inwhat you say, Tom. I'll look into it."

Carmody was aware that there was very littlein what he had said, and that
it didn't bear looking into.

Tall, sardonic George Blackwell, who could speak without moving his
upper lip, had said, "I think you'reright, Carmody, | really do. If they switch
Voss from free safety to strongside cornerback, we'll really see a pass
rush."

Upon further reflection, Carmody decided that it wouldn't make any
difference.

Carmody was a quiet man, of a predominantly melancholic humor, with a
face that neatly matched the elegiac contours of his disposition. He was
somewhat above the average in height and sdlf-deprecation. His posture was
bad, but his intentions were good. He had a talent for depression. He was
cyclothymic—tall, beagle-eyed men of vagudy Irish antecedents usually are,
especially after the age of thirty.



Po3zoin 1

YACTHHA I
IPOIIIABA, 3EMJIE!

Poszoin 1

Jenb BUAaBCS JOBONI-Takd HefonaaHui. Kapmoni npuiioB y KOHTOPY,
MJISIBO 3anuisiBesi 1o Mic [[1000H, maHOOIMBO 3amepedyBaB MiCTEpOBi
BelinOoKy 1 XBUIMH 3 T ITHAIIATH 00rOBOPIOBAB MaHCH (HyTOOILHOTO KITyOy
“I'irantn” 3 mictepom bnexsemnom. [lin kiHelns JHS BiH 3acriepedaBcs 3
MicTepoM 3aijiIineM — criepedyaBcs 3aTATO W HIYOro B TOMY HE TAMIISYU —
PO HEeBIMHHE BUCHAXKEHHS IPUPOAHUX PECYPCIiB KpaiHH i Mpo Oe3kanbHUR
HATHCK TaKWX BaHJAIIB, K Kopropamis Kon-Ex, apmiiiceki OyaiBenbHUKH,
TYpPHCTH, Mypallku Ta (abpuKkaHTy marnepy. Bci BoHH, Ha HOTO JYMKY, TaK 4H
iHaKIIe BiIMOBiAaJbHI 32 Te, IO 3HUKAIOTH YapiBHI KPaeBUIM 1 Maiixke HE
JIUIIIIOCS 3aKYTKIB He3aiiMaHOi PUPOIIH.

— Crpusaii, Tome, — ypBaB #ioro B’ innuBui, npuniasuii 3aitmii. — Teoe i
CIpaB/ii 1Ie TaK JOMiKae?

— A 10 He gomikae!

Mic I'i660H, mprBaGnmBa i FOHA, HE Ty)Ke CXUITbHA JI0 TEPEBEHIB, 3aKUHYIIA HOMY:

— Ox, mictrepe Kapmogi, s1 Bce 3 Tajaro, o BaM HE CIIij] TAKOTO Ka3aTH.

o x BiH, ypemrTi, ckoiB 1 Yoro Homy He cmin Oynao kazaru, Kapmomi
MPUTaIaTH HE 3MiT, TOMY 1 He PO3KasiBCs, X04a MOYyBaBCh HIOM BUHHHM.

Moro HavyanpHuUK, MyXKeHbKUH, JIariHui Mmictep BeliHOOK, cka3aB:

— A cripaBzi, ToMe, y Ballmx cioBax Takd, MaOyTh, ILIOCh €. 5] TOMIpKyIO HaJl LiM.

Cam Kapmoni uynoBo 3HaB, 110 B OT0 ci10Bax HeOaraTo riry3ny i MipKyBaTh
HaJ HUMH HE BapTo.

Bucokuii, HacmimkyBaTtuii J>xopmx brekBest, sskuid Mir TOBOPUTH He
BOpYILIAYH BEPXHBOIO I'yOOI0, MIPOIIi/IHB:

— lanmaro, Bu maere pariro, Kapmoni. Taku crupasni, sikio Bocca
MepecTaBiATh 3 BUIBHOIO 3aXHCTy Ha MiCIle KyTOBOTO Hamagardoro, Mu
Mo0aYrMO CIIPaBKHIO TIepeauy.

3roj10M, IpUTaaBIIM po3MOoBY, Kapmoi TifIIIOB BUCHOBKY, IO 1I€ HIY0T0
HE JacTh.

Kapmoni OyB criokiitHOi MenaHXoJiiiHOT Biavi, 1 HOro o0JWYYS I[LJIKOM
BiJIMOBIAJIO €JEriHHUM pHCaM TaKoro TemmnepameHTy. Ha 3pict Oys
BHCOYEHBKHI, a TYMKY IIO0 cebe MaB 3aHM3bKY. YacTo OyBaB 3aXKypeHHUH,
Maiike He BUXOIMB 3 JIENIpeciii, ajie 3aBXAHM MparHyB aoOpa. Bin OyB
IUKJIOTUMIK, SKUMH, HAJITO TICIs TPUALSNTH, 3a3BHYail OyBarOTh BUCOKI
HaIaJIKK IaJICKUX IpJIaH/IIB i3 TOCTPUM, HEIOBIPJIMBUM ITOTJISIIOM.



Chapter 1

He played a decent game of bridge, even though he tended to undervalue
his hands. Nominally he was an atheist, but more by rote than conviction. His
avatars, which can be viewed in the Hall of Potentialities, were uniformly
heroic. He was a Virgo, dominated by Saturn when it was in the House of the
Sun. This alone could have made him outstanding. He shared the common
human hallmark: hewas smultaneoudy predictableand unfathomable—aroutine
miracle.

He |€ft the office at 5:45 and caught the subway uptown. There he was
pushed andjostled by many peoplewhom hewished tothink of as underprivileged,
but whom he suspected of being acutely and irrevocably undesirable.

Heemerged at 96th Street station and walked thefew blocksto hisapartment
on West End Avenue. The doorman greeted him cheerfully and the eevator
operator gave him afriendly nod. He unlocked his apartment door, went in and
lay down on the couch. His wife was vacationing in Miami; therefore, with
impunity he propped his feet on the nearby marble table.

A moment later there was a clap of thunder and a flash of lightning from
the middle of the living room.

Carmody sat upright and clutched at histhroat for no particular reason. The
thunder rumbled for several seconds, then was replaced by a paean of trumpets.
Carmody hastily removed his feet from the marble table. The trumpets ceased,
and were replaced by a brave skirling of bagpipes. Therewas another flash of
lightning, and a man appeared in the middle of the brilliance.

The man was of medium height, stocky, had curly blond hair and wore a
golden-colored cloak and orangeleggings. His features appeared normal except
that he had no ears. He took two steps forward, stopped, reached into the
empty air and plucked forth a scrall, tearing it badly as he did so. He cleared
his throat—a sound like a ball bearing failing under a combination of weight
and friction—and said, "Greetings!"

Carmody did not reply, being struck by a temporary hysterical muteness.

"Wearecome," thestranger said, "asthefortuitous respondent of anineffable
desire. Yours! Do any men? No so, then! Shall it?

The stranger waited for a reply. Carmody convinced himsdf by several
proofs known only to himsdlf that what was happening to him was indeed
happening to him, and replied on areality levd:

"What in God's nameis this all about?'

The stranger said, still smiling: "It is for you, Car-Mo-Dee! Out of the
effluvium of what-is you have won a small but significant portion of what-
might-be. Rgjoicings, not? Specifically: your namehas|ed therest; thefortuitous
is again vindicated, and rosy-limbed Indeterminacy rejoices with drug-stained



Poszoin 1

BiH ymiB npHCTOIHO rpaTh y OpHaK, X04a MaB CXUIIBHICTh HEZIOOIIHIOBAaTH
cBoi 3ni0HOCTI. BBaxkaB cebe areictom, Ta ne Oyna pajiie 3BHYKa, HiXK
nepexkoHaHHs1. [llanyBaB nmepeBa)KHO repoiB, SKUX MOKHA T00aunTH B CBIT/IHII
O6napoBanocreii. Haponuscs min 3aakom [iBu npu 3actynaunTei CartypHa,
konu Toi mepedyBaB y Jlomi Conis. Bike mporo Bucrauasno, mob OyTu
HerepecidyHo 0co0o0t0. Aje, AK 1 BCi JIIOAU, BiH OyB OJHOYACHO SCHUM i
He30arHeHHUM. 3BUYalHICIHbKE 4y10!

3 xontopu Kapmoni Buiitos o 5.451 ciB Ha minzemKky. Tam Horo mrypxaino
1 TOBKJIO YMMAJIO JItOJICH, SIKUM BiH 1 XOTIB OW TIOCIIBUYBATH SIK CTPaJHUKAM,
Ta Horo pedbpa MUMOBOJII TIPOTECTYBAJIH.

Bupunys Ha cBiT 60xuii Ha 96-1 ByNHIIi 1 TPOMILIOB MIIIKK KiTbKa KBApPTATIB
10 cBo€l kBapTupH Ha BecT-Enn ABeHt0. 3 HUM Becerno MpuBiTaBcs MBEHIap,
JpYXHBO KMBHYB JiTep. KapMmoai BifiMKHYB JBepi, 3alIII0B Y KBAPTUPY 1 JIir
Ha KyIerky. JpyxuHa BignmounBana B MaiiaMi, TOMy BiH O€3KapHO BUCA/IHB
HOTH Ha MapMYpPOBHI CTOJIHK.

UYepes3 sikycb MHTBH 3arpHMiJIO, 1 MOCEpeanH] BiTajbHI cmajaxHyla
OJHCKaBKa.

Kapmoni ciB i He 3HATH 3 SIKOTO JMBA MOKJaB maibii Ha ropio. e
KiJIbKa CeKyHJ TPUMiJo, a Aaii 3arpanu cypMu. Kapmosi kBaniauBo 3HIB
HOTH 3 MapMmypoBoro ctonuka. CypMu 3MOBKJIH, 1 HATOMICTh OpaBYpHO
3a3By4aiu BosinHkH. llle pa3 cnanaxuyna OivckaBka, i B ii CsAWBI 3’ SBUBCS
YOJIOBIK.

Yomogik OyB cepeaHiii Ha 3picT, KpeMe3HUi, OUTSIBUH, KydepsiBUil, 30ITHY THIA
y 30JI0TUCTHH TUIAII Ta OPaHXeBi naHTaaoHu. OOMUYYs, K TUCSYI IHIMX, Xi0a
0 OpakyBasio ByX. BiH cTylmiB J1Ba KpOKH BIiepen, 3ylUHUBCS, TIPOCTST PYKY B
MOpOYKHEYY 1 BACMUKHYB 3TOpTOK, Iy’Ke HaAipBaBIIM Horo npu 1pomy. [ Ipourctus
TOpJI0 —HEMOB PANTOM 3aILTIIIIIIO TEPErpiTHi MAINITHAK —1 POKa3aB:

— Bitanns!

Kapmoni He BinnosiB, 60 Big HecloAiBaHKK HOMY Bi1iOpaio MOBY.

— Mu 3'sBUINCH, — BIB JIajli Yy)KHHEIb, — K BHUIIQJKOBUN BiJIMOBITHUK
HEIoraMoBHOIo paruenHs. Baroro! Yu mronuuu B3araini? Otke, He Tak! Hy?

UyxuHeIs YeKaB Ha BimoBiab. KapMoii uiie oMy BiJOMUME METOJAMHU
MEePEKOHABCH, 10 BCE BiIOYBAETHCS CaME 3 HUM 1 TaKW HACIIPaB/i, 1 BIJIIOBIB,
SIK TOAUTHCS B TAKOMY BHITAJIKY:

— boxe, mo e Bce o3Havae?

— Le Bce mus Bac, Kap-Mo-/lito! I3 mepeToky HasBHOrO BH BHUTPaJIH
MaJICHbKY, OJIHAK BarOMy YacCTKY TOTO, [0 MOxke OyTh. Xi0a K 1ie He pajicTh?
Konkpernime: Baie iM'si cioHykano Bce iHme. BunaakoBe 3HOBY 3700y110
nepemory. PoxkeBounenHa HeBu3HaueHiCTh, HAKOBTABIIMCh HAPKOTHUKIB,
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mouth as ancient Constancy is barred again within his Cave of Inevitability. Is
this not a cause for? Then why do you not?"'

Carmody rose to his fedt, feding quite calm. The unknown is frightening
only antecedent to the phenomenon of perseveration. (The Messenger knew
this, of course))

"Who are you?' Carmody demanded.

The stranger considered the question, and his smile faded. He muttered,
half to himsdf, "The fog-minded squirms! They have processed me wrong
again! | could mutilate myself from sheer mortification. May they haunt
themsdves unerringly! Never mind, | reprocess, | adapt, | become ..."

The stranger pressed his fingers to his head, allowing them to sink in to a
depth of five centimeters. Hisfingersrippled like those of aman playing avery
small piano. Immediately he changed into a short dumpy man of average height,
balding, wearing an unpressed business suit and carrying a bulging briefcase,
an umbrella, a cane, a magazine, and a newspaper.

"Is this correct?' he asked. "Yes, | can seeit is," he answered himsdf. "I
really must apologizefor the sloppy work done by our Similitude Center. Only
last week | appeared on Sigma IV as a giant bat with the Notification in my
beak, only to discover that my recipient was a member of the water-lily family.
And two months before (I am using local equivalent terms, of course) while on
amission to Thagma the Old World, those fools in Similitude processed me to
appear as four virgins, when the correct procedure was obviously—"

"| don't understand aword you're saying," Carmody said. "Will you kindly
explain what thisisall about?"

"Of course, of course" the stranger said. "Let me just check the local
referents. . . ." Heclosed his eyes, then opened themagain. " Strange, very strange,”
he muttered. "Your language doesn't seem to contain the containers which my
product requires; metaphoricaly, | mean. But then, whoam| tojudge?l nexactitude
can be esthetically pleasing, | suppose; everything is a matter of taste.”

"What is all of this?" Carmody asked, in alow, ominous voice.

"Well, sir, it's the Intergal actic Sweepstakes, of course! Andyou areawinner,
of course! The proposition isinherent in terms of my appearance, is it not?"

"No, it is not,” Carmody said, "and | don't know what you're talking
about."

An expression of doubt crossed the stranger's face, then was erased as if
by an eraser. "You do not know! But of course! You had, | suppose, despaired
of winning, and therefore had set the knowledge aside to avoid its
contemplation. How unfortunate that | have come at the time of your mental
hibernation! But no insult was intended, | can assure you. Your data fileis not

10
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TiMThCA, o crapesHa Cramicth 3HOB yB'si3HeHa B [leyepi HemunyuocTi.
Xiba He mpuunHa paniTa? To YoMy X BU HI?

Kapmoni, Bxe onanyBaBmu cebe, 3BiBCs Ha Horu. Hesposywmine
JIIKA€E, aX MOKHU crupaioe penomen HactupauBocTi. (Kyp'ep, 3BicHO,
3HaB MPO II€e)

— Xto Bu? — cnutas Kapmogi.

UykuHels 3p03yMiB 3alIMTaHHs, 1 Horo ycminika 3racia. Bin mpoOypmoris
mBu e mpo cebde: “ Kpytii 3 monosoto B MakiTpax! 3HOBY He Tak 00paxyBaJiu.
Ta 51 3 nocamu i pyku Ha ceOe Haknany. [1lo6 BoHu nokaszanucs HexuOHo! Ta
HIYOTO, 51 Iepepaxyto cede, s IPUCTOCYIocs, 5 CTaHy...”

UykuHelb MPUTUCHYB Malbli IO TOJOBU, HABITh 3aHYPHBILIH iX YIIIHO
CaHTUMETPiB Ha I ATh. [louaB mepebupaTH manbplsIMH, Hade rpaB Ha
MaJleceHbKOMY MiaHiHo. | ofpasy >k mepeTBOpUBCS Ha JTMCYBATOTO KOTUTOPOIIKA
B MOKMaKaHOMY KOCTIOMI, 3 HallXaHUM TOPTQeieM, Mapacosieto, MilmKoM,
THKHEBUKOM 1 Ta3€TOI0.

— Tak npaBuIILHO? — 3anMTaB BiH 1 cam co0i BiamnoBiB: — bauy, 1o Tak. S
CIIpaBii TOBUHEH BUOAYUTHCSI 3a Hebary podoty Hamoro LlenTpy YoniOHeHHS.
JIute MuHysOTO TVOKHS 51 3’ SIBUBCs Ha Curmy |V 'y BUIIIsII BEETEHCHKOTO KaskaHa
3 [ToBigomieHHsIM Yy 136001. TinbKH @ TOI1 BUSIBHB, IO Mili aapecat 3 pOIUHA
BOISIHUX JIUTIH. A 1Ba Micsiii ToMy (s, 3BHYaiiHO, KOPUCTYIOCS MICIICBUMH
eKBiBaJieHTaMH Yacy) mix yac micii Ha Tarmy Craporo CBiTy Iii TenenHi 3
VYroniOHeHHs chopMyBal MEHE SIK YOTHPHOX JiB, a TPaBUIILHO OyII0 O, 3BICHO...

— Hi cnoBa He BTHY, — ypBaB Kapmoni. — [losicHiTh, Oyab-lacka, Ipo mIo
Waerbcsa B3arami?

—3BU4aiiHO, 3BUYAIHO, — CIIOXOMMBCS TyXKHHEIIb. — J[03BOJBTE JIUIIIE 3BIPUTH
MICIIEB] TEpMIHHM.. — BiH 3aILIIONIMB OYi, TOTIM 3HOBY BiIKpHB ix. — JI[UBHO,
JIy’)K€ TMBHO, — MPOOYPMOTIB BiH. — Y Ballliii MOBI, SIKIIIO BXUTH MeTadopy,
HEMae KOMOp JUTs MOTO IMPOyKTy. Ta, 3peritoro, uu MeHi cyauTu? HetouHocTi,
rajiatfo, MOKyTh OyTH €CTETUYHO NMPUEMHI. Bce 3anekuTh Bill cMaky

— o ue o3navae? — rpizauM 6acom cnutaB Kapmori.

— Wnerbes, 3Buyaiino x, npo Mixranakruunuii Toranizatop! I Bam, cep,
BHIIaB royioBHUM Burpam! Bukian Binnoinae Moiii momo0i, ere x?

—Hi, ue Binmnosinae, — Binpy6as Kapmosi, — st Hisslk He BTOpOMato, mIpo 0
BU TYT PO3BOIUTECS.

Uy>KMHIIEBAM OOJTHYYSIM TIPOMAHYB CyMHIB, 3HUKIIH, HA4YE CITi 7 OMIBLIS T T'YMKOEO.

— Bu He 3naete? Ta 3BicHO x! ["afaro, Bu BTpaTWIIM Ha/il0 HA BUTpAI,
ToMY i 1030y/Kcs 3HaHb, 100 He MapUTH HUM. SIK MEeHi He MOMIACTHIIO, 1O 5
3’ IBUBCSI TO/I1, KOJIM BAIll pO3YM CIIUTH! AJle 3alIeBHSI0, BaM HIll]O HE 3aTPOXKYE.
HoxymeHTH y Bac mia pykoto? botocst, mo Hi. Toai st mosicHio. Bam, mictepe

11
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readily available? | feared not. Then | shall explain; you, Mr. Carmody, have
won a Prize in the Intergalactic Sweepstakes. Your coefficients were pulled
by the Random Sdlector for Part 1V, Class 32 Life-Forms. Your Prize—a very
handsome Prize, | bdieve —is waiting for you at Galactic Center."

Carmody found himsdf reasoning with himsdf in the following manner:
"Either | aminsaneor | am not insane. If insane, | can regject my delusions and
seek psychiatric aid; but thiswould leave mein the absurd position of trying to
deny what my sensestell meistrueinfavor of adimly remembered rationality.
Thismight well compound my conflicts, thus degpening my insanity to the point
where my sorrowing wife would have to put me in an institution. On the other
hand, if | accept this presumed delusion as real, | might also end up being
ingtitutionalized.

"If, onthe other hand, | am not insane, then all of thisis actually happening.
And what is actually happening is a strange, unique occurrence, an adventure
of thefirst magnitude. Evidently (if thisis actually happening) thereare beings
inthe universesuperior inintdligenceto humans, just as| haveaways suspected.
These individuals hold a sweepstakes in which names are drawn at random.
(They are certainly entitled to do this; | see no manner in which a sweepstakes
isinconsistent with superior intelligence.) Finally, inthis presumed sweepstakes,
my name has been drawn. Thisis a privileged occurrence, and may well bethe
first time that the sweepstakes has been extended to Earth. | have won a Prize
in this contest. Such a Prize might bring me wealth, or prestige, or women, or
knowledge, any or all of which would be worth having.

"Therefore, all things considered, it will be better for meto believethat | am
not insane and go with this gentleman to collect my Prize. If | amwrong, | shall
wake up in an ingtitution. There | will apologize to the doctors, state that |
recognize the nature of my deusion, and perhaps win my freedom."

This was what Carmody thought, and that was the conclusion he reached.
It was not a surprising one. Very few humans (except the insane ones) accept
the premise of insanity in favor of a startling new hypothesis.

There were certain things wrong with Carmody's reasoning, of course; and
these things wereto rise up and plague him later on. But one might say that he
did very wdl, under the circumstances, to reason at all.

"I don't know much about what al of thisis about,” Carmody said to the
Messenger. "Are there any conditions attached to my Prize? | mean, am |
supposed to do anything or buy anything?"

"There are no conditions," the Messenger said. "Or at least, none worth
speaking about. The Prize is freg; if not free, it would not be a Prize. If you
accept it, you must accompany me to Galactic Center, which isin itsdf atrip

12
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Kapmoni, BunaB Burpam na Mixnnanernomy Tortamnizatopi. CenekTop
Bumnankorocti s Yactunu |V XKurrepux @opm Kiacy 32 BuTsr Bam Homep.
Bam Burpam — ny:xe munuii Burpain, 3aleBHsi0 Bac, — YEKAa€ Ha BaC y
lanaktuunomy LlenTpi.

A Kapmoni mipkyBaB co0i Tak: “ AGo s 300xeBOIIiB, 200 HEe 300KEBOJIIB.
k10 300)KEBOIMIB, TO CITi/I TO30yTHCS MasguHi i 3BepHYTHCA A0 IIcHXiaTpa.
Ane Toal s ONMMHIOCS B 1A10TCHKOMY CTaHOBHUIII, 00 HamMaraTUMych
3amepedyBaTH iCTUHHICTH 0aueHOTO W BiAYYTOro 3apalW TYMaHHHUX
MipKyBaHb Npo riy3d. Lle TinbKHM 3arocTpuTh BHYTPIMIHIA KOHQIIKT, i
xBOpoba Tak cmporpecye, mo OifoJamIHii APYKHHI BPEIITi JOBEAETHCS
MOKJIACTH MEHE B JIikapHI0. Hy a 3 iHIIoro 00Ky, SKIIO s CIPUAMATUMY IF0
Hi0M MastuHIO 3a IIHCHICTh, TO TAKOX MOXY CKIHUMTH O0KeBilbHEI0. SKio
K, 1IIe 3 OAHOTO OOKY, s He OOXEBUIBHUMN, TOAI BCE I BiJOYBAaEThCS
Hacmpas[i. A Te, IO Bi0YBAEThCSA — IUBOBUIKHU, YHIKAITbHUN BUIIAI0K,
MpUTroja BUIIOTo Kiacy. OueBUIHO, SKIIIO 1€ BCE CIPaB/i BiI0OYBAEThCA, Y
BceciTi, 5K 51 3aBXAH i MiJ03pIOBAB, € ICTOTH, 1110 PO3yMOM MEPEBUIIYIOThH
mozei. 1l icToTy BIAmITOBYIOTH TOTANI3aTOPH, /€ KEpeOKYIOThCS iMeHa.
(Bonm, sicHa pi4, MaoTh IPaBO BJIAIITOBYBATH TOTANi3aToOpH, s HE Oauy
TYT HI4OT0 HECYMICHOTO 3 BUIIMM IHTEIEKTOM). 3pEIiTol0, Ha TOMY,
CKaXXiMO, TOTaJi3aTopi BUNayo Moe iM’ 5. le mouecHa BUMaKOBICTh, 1 Ha
3emutto, MalOyTh, y3arajii BIepliie 3po0rin cTaBKy. Burpam npumnas MeHi.
Taxuit Burpam Moxe 3a0€3me4uTH JIOCTATOK, iM’ s, KIHOK, 3HAHHS, —
3pelIToro, Mock oJHe abo Bce, YOro MparHyTh Joaud. Tomy, Oepydyu Bce
710 yBaru, MeHi BUTIJHIIIE MOBIPUTH, IO 5 HE M030yBCs Ty31y, 1 mojaTucs
3 UM JHKEHTIbMEHOM 3abupatu i Burpam. Skmo s moMmwuisiocs, TO
NpOKUHYCh y JNikapHi. Toai Bubauycs mepea JikapsMu, T0Bedy, IO Bce
3pO3yMiB, i, MOXe, BUIAY Ha BOJIO” .

Och Tak MipkyBaB Kapmoi, IMOKH JIiIIIOB TaKOrO BUCHOBKY. BHCHOBOK
HIKOrO He 37MByBaB OM. Mayio XTo (3a BUHSTKOM OOXXEBUIbHHX) Ha3Be ceOe
OOKEBUTBHUM 3aMiCTh MOBIPUTH B HOBY CEHCaliiHY TinoTe3y. 3BHUUYAiiHO, B
MipkyBanHsax Kapmoni OyB nesikuii raHmk, i BiH, BIacHe, 3roIoM MaB Ou
MPU3BECTH JI0 Jixa. Ta MOKHA 1 CKa3aTu, MOBJISB, I00pe, 1o Kapmoti B3araini
MIT MipKyBaTH 3a TaKMX 00CTaBUH.

— S He HaTO TOOPE BTOPOMA0, IO TYT JI0 40T0, —pHu3HaBCs BiH Kyp’ €poBi.
—Yu 3 moimM Burpamem nos’ s13ani sikice ymMoBu? Sl Maro Ha yBasi, uu Tpeba
I0Ch pOOUTH 200 TUTATUTH ?

— Hisikux ymoB Hema, — 3anieBHUB Kyp'ep. — [IpuHaiiMHi BapTUX 3raaKH.
Burpa 6e3komrroBHuii. bo 110 To Oy 3a Burpamm? Skimio Bu iforo npuiimaere,
TO BaMm ciig mpuOyTu 3i MHOIO B [amakruunuit Llentp. LlenTp cam mo cobi
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Chapter 2

worth the taking. There you will be given your Prize. Then, at your pleasure,
you may take your Prize back to this, your home. If you require any help for
thejourney back, wewill of courseassist you tothefullest extent of our abilities.
And that's all thereistoit."

"Sounds good tome," Carmody said, in exactly the sametonesthat Napoleon
used when he was shown Ney's dispositions for the battle of Waterloo. "How
do we get there?'

"Thisway," the Messenger said. And heled Carmody into a hall closet and
out through a crack in the space-time continuum.

It was as easy as that. Within seconds of subjective time, Carmody and the
M essenger had traversed a considerabledistanceand arrived at Galactic Center.

Chapter 2

Thetrip was brief, lasting no more than I nstantaneity plus one microsecond
squared; and it was uneventful, since no meaningful experience was possible
insothinadliceof duration. Therefore, after no transition to speak of, Carmody
found himsdf among the broad plazas and outlandish buildings of Galactic
Center.

He stood very still and looked, taking particular note of the three dim dwarf
suns that circled each other overhead. He observed the trees, which muttered
vague threats to the green-plumaged birds in their branches. And he noticed
other things, which, for lack of analogizing referents, failed to register.

"Wow," hesaid at last.

"Beg pardon?' the Messenger asked.

"l said ‘wow," " Carmody said.

"Oh. | thought you said 'ow." "

“No, | said ‘wow." "

"I understand that now," the Messenger said, somewhat testily. "How do
you like our Galactic Center?"

"It's very impressive," Carmody said.

"I suppose so," the Messenger said carelessly. "It was built specifically
to beimpressive, of course. Personally, | think that it looks very much like
any other Galactic Center. The architecture, you will note, is just about
what you would expect — Neo-Cyclopean, a typical government style,
lacking any esthetic imperatives, designed solely to impress the
constituents.”

"Those floating staircases are certainly something," Carmody said.
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Po3zoin 2

BapTHii, mo0b #oro BigBimatu. Tam BaM BpyuyaTh Burpam. A mami, AKio
3axouere, BU 3MOXKETE B3STH MOro CrIH, 10 cede aomomy. Skiio Bam Oyrne
MoTpiOHAa J0moMora Jijis 3BOPOTHOI MOJOPOXKi, MU, 3BUYAWHO, SKOMOTa
cnpusitumemo Bam. OT 1 Bce.

— Sk Ha MeHe, To n10o0Ope, — mpoMoOBUB Kapmosni Hy TOYHICIHBKO TakUM
caMuM TOHOM, sik HamoneoH, konmu fiomy mnokasanu aucnosuiiro Hes mepen
outsoto min Batepnoo. — A K MU TyAH AicTaHEMOCS?

— IIpomy cronu, — 3anpocuB Kyp'ep, 3aBiB Kapmoni B xomipuuHy y
MEPEIoKo], a 3BiITH KPi3b IIUINHY — B YACOMPOCTOPOBUN KOHTHHYYM.

Ocs 51k nerko Bee BinOymocs. 3a KilbKa CeKyH/ cy0 eKTUBHOTO vacy Kapmoi
ta Kyp' ep, mononasum 3Hauny Biggaib, onuHUIUcA B [anakruunomy LieHTpi.

Po3zoin 2

MaHnjpiBka TpuBaja HEIOBrO, HE JIOBIIE MHUTI ILTIOC MIKpPOCEKYH/Ia B
kBajpari. Ha moxii Oyna He OaraTta, 00 1110 3HAYHOTO MOXKE€ BMIiCTUTHCH Y
TaKy TOHEHbKY CKHOOuKy wacy? OTike, Micisl HEe BapTOro 3rajiki MEepexomy,
Kapmoni nmobaunp HaBKpyr ceOe IMIMPOKI IJIONII Ta JTUBOBMKHI OymiBii
lanaktanoro LleHTpy.

BiH crOKiliHO CTOSIB 1 PO3MBIISBCS, YacC BiJ] 4aCy BPaXKCHO IMO3UPAOYH HA
TPY THMSTHI KapJIMKOBI COHIIA, 1110 KPYKJISUTH HaJl TOIIOBOIO OJTHE HABKOJIO OITHOTO.
Bauup nepesa, 1110 OypMOTiIM HEBUPA3HI MOTPO3H 3e/ICHONEPIH MTAIlBI Ha riTKax.
3ayBauB 1II€ iHIII pedi, IKKMX He MIl Ha3BaTH yepe3 Opak 3eMHUX aHAJOTii.

— Oro, — HapewTi cipoMircsi BiH BUA0OyTH 3 cebe.

— Hapyiite? — nepenutaB Kyp’ep.

— S cka3zaB “oro”, — yrounus Kapmoyi.

— Al Meni 31anocs, 110 BH ckazaiu “ox”.

— Hi, s cka3zasB “oro”.

— Tenep 3po3ymisio, — Jieio po3apaToBaHo mincymysas Kyp'ep. — Sk Bam
Ham ["anakruanuit Lentp?

— Crnpasiisie BpakeHHs, — ipusHaBcst Kapmopi.

— 1 Meni Tak 3naethes, — Henbano kuuys Kyp’ep. — Horo it Oynysanu Ha
Te, MO0 BiH crpaBiisiB BpaxeHHs. OCOOMCTO s BBa)karo, 110 BiH HE JIyXKe
BIJIPI3HIETHCA Bil Oyib-skoro iHmoro ['amakruanoro LleHTpy. ApxiTekTypa,
sk OauuTe, Taka, AK BU, MaOyTh, rajajiu, — HCOIUKIIONIUYHA, THUIIOBA
aIMIHICTpaTUBHA MUINHOTAa Oe3 HaTAKy Ha ecTeTuky. CTWib, IO Mae
MPUTOJIOMIITYBAaTH BUOOPIIiB.

— A Ti IIMBYYi CXOAM — TO K HEaOWINo, — BBIWIMBO 3anepeduB Kapmori.
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Chapter 2

"Stagey," the Messenger commented.

"And those immense buildings—"

"Yes, the designer made a rather neat use of compound reverse curves
with transitional vanishing points,” the Messenger said knowledgeably. "He
also utilized temporal edge distortion to evoke awe. Rather pretty, | suppose,
in an obvious sort of way. The design for that cluster of buildings over there,
you will be interested to know, was lifted bodily from a General Motors
Exhibition from your own planet. It was judged an outstanding example of
Primitive Quasi-M odernism; quaintness and coziness areits main virtues. Those
flashing lights in the middle foreground of the Drifting Multiscraper are pure
Galactic Baroque. They serve no useful purpose.”

Carmody could not grasp the entire group of structures at one time.
Whenever he looked at one, the others seemed to change shape. He blinked
hard, but the buildings continued to melt and change out of the corners of his
eyes. ("Peripheral transmutation,” the Messenger told him. "These people will
quiteliterally stop at nothing.")

"Where do | get my Prize?' Carmody asked.

"Right this way," the Messenger said, and led him between two towering
fantasies to a small rectangular building nearly concealed behind an inverted
fountain.

"Thisis where we actually conduct business,” the Messenger said. "Recent
researches have shown that a rectilinear form is soothing to the synapses of
many organisms. | am rather proud of this building, as a matter of fact. You
see, | invented the rectangle.”

"The hel you did," Carmody said. "Weve had it for centuries."

"And who do you think brought it to you in the first place?' the Messenger
asked scathingly.

"Well, it doesn't seem like much of an invention.”

"Does it not?' the Messenger asked. "That shows how little you know. You
mistake complication for creative sdf-expression. Are you aware that nature
never produces a perfect rectangle? The square is obvious enough, I'll grant
you; and to onewho has not studied the problem, perhaps the rectangle appears
to be a natural outgrowth of the square. But it is not! The circle is the
evolutionary development from the square, as a matter of fact.”

The Messenger's eyes grew misty. In a quiet, faraway voice, he said,
"I knew for years that some other development was possible, starting from
the square. | looked at it for a very long time. Its maddening sameness
baffled and intrigued me. Equal sides, equal angles. For a while |
experimented with varying the angles. The primal parallelogram was mine,
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Po3zoin 2

—I'pa Ha myOmiky, — nosicHtoBaB naji Kyp'ep.

— A Ti BeNeTeHChKi CIIOPY/IH. ..

—Tak, apXiTeKkTop IOCHTb BAAJIO TOEIHAB PEBEPCHBHI KPHBI 13 3HUKAIOUUMH
TOYKaMU MEPEXOIiB, — i3 3HAHHSM cIpaBH nosicHUB Kyp’ ep. — A 110 Toro x BiH
BHUKOPHCTaB 4acOBE BUKPHUBIICHHs TpaHeH, 00 BUKIUKATH OJIaroroBiHHS.
Jocuth MU0, Tajiato, K Ha mepiuil norms. Bam 1ikaBo Oyne jpoBigaTucs,
IO JIJIS1 Ti€T OH TPy OYITiBENb 1J1CF0 3aI03UYHIIN Ha Ballliil TUIAHETi 3 BUCTABKH
“ lsxenepan Motops”. Ii BU3HAIM BMIATHUM 3pa3KoM NPHUMITHBHOIO
KBa3IMOJICPHI3MY: XUMEPHICTh 1 PO3HIKEHICTh —'OJIOBHI HOT'O JIOCTOTHCTBA. A
oH Ti cnanaxu nepen [lmuBydnM MynbTHXMapO40COM — YUCTE TaJaKTHYHE
6apokko. [IoBHa BiICYTHICTh YTHITITAPHOCTI.

Kapmosi He Mir OXOIUTH BCIO KOMIIO3UIIII0 OMHUM TorsiioM. Konu BiH
JMBUBCS Ha OIHY IpyITy OyaiBeib, TO iHIIA, 30aBajiocs, 3MIHIOBaJIa CBill BUIIISIL.
Bin mocuu 3akinas ounma, Ta Ha rieprdepii 30py OyiBi i Jasi po3ILTHBaINCh
i 3minroBanucs. (“Ilepudepiitna TpancmyTarisi, — nosiciuB iomy Kyp’'ep. —
Tux mroneii OyKBaJIbHO HIIIO HE MOXKE CITUHUTH ).

— Jle x g orpumato cBiii Burpam? — 3anutas Kapmori.

— Ipomry npocto Brepen, — 3anpocuB Kyp'ep 1 mpoBiB Horo Mixk aBoma
Be)KaMH-(PaHTa3isIMU J0 HEMOKa3HOTO MPSIMOKYTHOTO OyJIWHOYKA, JIeAh
MOMITHOTO 32 BOAOTPAEM, Yy SIKOMY Bojia OHJia 3ropH.

— CropaBu y Hac 3alarofxyloTh TyT, — nosicHuB Kyp'ep. — OctaHHi
JOCTiPKEHHS TIOKa3aJid, IO MPSIMOKYTHA opMa JIi€ 3aCTIOKIHINBO HA CHHATICH
OaraThox Ooprani3miB. S, 3arajom, nuiarocs imieto Oyxieiero. Piu y Tomy, 1110
sl BAHAMIIOB IPSIMOKYTHUK.

— A n3ycbku, — ckuHyBcs Kapmogi. —[IpsSIMOKYTHHUK MU 3HAEMO CITOKOHBIKY.

— A XT0, T0-BallloMy, BIIEpIIIE 3allpOBaJUB HOro y Bac? — capKacTUYHO
3anutaB Kyp’ ep.

—Ilock He ayke BiH CXOKUN Ha BUHAXI].

— Henyxe? — nepeniuraB Kyp'ep. — Lle mokasye, sk Mano BU 3HaE€Te.
CknafHICTh BH IUIyTA€TE 3 TBOPUYUM CAMOBHPA30OM. A 4H 3HA€TE BH, IO B
MPHUPOJIi HIKOIH HE ICHYBAJIO CIIPaBKHBOTO MPSIMOKYTHHKA? KBaapar onpasy
BIIa/1a€ B OKO, TYT B Ma€Te paiifo. [ Tomy, XTo He TOoCipKyBaB 1€l mpodiieMu,
MPSIMOKYTHUK MOJKE BUJATUCS HACHIZKOM MPUPOTHOTO PO3BUTKY KBajapara.
IMomunsierecst! Hacnpaai sk pe3ynsTaToM €BONIOLIT KBaapara € KoJlo.

Kyp' epoBi oui 3arymanuics. CookiiHIM, 3aMPisTHUM TOJIOCOM BiH BiB JaJii:

—Pokamu s 3HaB, iepeuyBaB, 10 MOKIUBUH 1HIINI HATIPSMOK PO3BUTKY
KBajpaTa. Jly)e J0Bro e He JaBajio MeHi CIOKor. MeHe mpUToiIoMInyBaia
i 3aBOpOXKyBaJla Ta HEMMOBiIpHa MPaBHIIbHICTE. PiBHI CTOPOHH, PiBHI KyTH.
Jesikuii yac 51 eKCIIepIMEHTYBaB, 3MIHIOIOYH KyTd. BuHaxia pomba Hanexan
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Chapter 3

but | do not consider it any great accomplishment. | studied the square.
Regularity is pleasing, but not to excess. How to vary that mind-shattering
sameness, yet still preserve a recognizable periodicity! Then it came to
me one day! All | had to do, | saw in a sudden flash of insight, was to vary
the lengths of two parallel sides in relationship to the other two sides. So
simple, and yet so very difficult! Trembling, | tried it. When it worked, |
confess, | went into a state of mania. For days and weeks | constructed
rectangles, of all sizes and shapes, regular yet varied. | was a veritable
cornucopia of rectangles! Those were thrilling days."

"I suppose they were" Carmody said. "And later, when your work was
accepted—"

"That was aso thrilling," the Messenger said. "But it took centuries before
anyone would take my rectangles serioudly. 'It's amusing,' they would say, 'but
oncethe novety wears off, what have you got? You've got animperfect square,
that's what you've got!' | argued that | had deduced an entirdy new and discrete
form, a form as inevitable as that of the square. | suffered abuse. But at last,
my vision prevailed. To date, there are slightly more than seventy billion
rectangular structures in the Galaxy. Each one of them derives from my primal
rectangle.”

"Wdl," Carmody said.

"Anyhow, herewe are," the Messenger said. "You walk in right there. Give
them the data they require and collect your Prize."

"Thank you," Carmody said.

He entered the room. Immediatdly, sted bands snapped shut around his
arms, legs, waist and neck. A tall, dark individual with a hawk nose and a scar
down his|eft cheek approached Carmody and looked at him with an expression
that could only be described as a compound of murderous glee and unctuous
SOITow.

Chapter 3

"Hey!" Carmody cried.

"And so, once again,” the dark individual said, "the criminal has escaped
into his doom. Behold me, Carmody! | am your executioner! You pay now for
your crimes against humanity aswell asfor your sins against yourself. But let
me add that this execution is provisional, and implies no value judgment.”

Theexecutioner dlipped aknifefrom his sleeve. Carmody gulped and found
his voice.
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Po3zoin 3

MeHi, ajie 1 He BBa)KaB 1€ BEJMKUM JOCATHEHHSIM. Sl MOCIiIKyBaB KBaIpar.
[IpaBuibHICTH MPUEMHA, Ta BCE XK JI0 SAKOICh MeXi. Ta K ke 3MIHUTH IFO
BHUCHRXKJIMBY TOTOXKHICTb, 30€piriii OHOYACHO BUPa3Hy MOBTOPIOBAHICTD. |
ofHOTO JHS MeHe ocsisuto! MeHi crig Oyno, moba4yuB st y ONMCKaBUYHIM
HATXHEHHI, TUTBKY MIHSTH JIOBXXHHY JABOX MapaiellbHIX CTOpiH. Tak mpocto i
Tak Baxko! 3 TpeMTiHHsM s monpoOyBaB. | koiu BAamocs, s, MpPU3HAKOCH,
BBIMINIOB y MaHiakaJIbHU cTaH. [[UTMMU THSAMU 1 TUXKHSMU S KOHCTPYIOBaB
MPSIMOKYTHUKH Pi3HUX PO3MIpIB 1 hOopM — YCi 3 IPSAMUMHU KyTaMH, IPOTE Pi3Hi.
41 OyB cripaBKHIM poroM A0CTaTKy NpssMokyTHHKIB! Lle Oynu wymoBi qHi.

— Vaensro cobi, — ckazaB Kapmozi. — Hy a motim, Koiu BU3HaIU Bally
poboty?

— Lle Takox Oyno 4yaoBo, — cka3aB Kyp'ep. — Ta MUHYNH CTONITTS, TepiI
HDK MOi PSIMOKYTHHKH B3araJii o4ajiy CipuiMaty cepiiosno. “ LlikaBo, —kazaB
JIEXTO, —Ta KOJIM JI0 HUX 3BUKHYTh, TO LI0 y Bac 3aIMIINATECS ? Hemockonanmit
KBaJpart, Ta i roxi” . 51 ;oBOIMB, IO BiAKPUB LIJIKOM HOBY 1 IUCKPETHY (HOpMY,
TaKy K HEMHHYUY, 5K 1 KBajpaT. S cTpakaaB Big Hepo3yMiHHs. Ta HapemrTi
MO ITOTJISIIN TiepeBaKuiId. A Terep y ["anakruili HamiuyeTbes Oiist ciMecs T
MIUTBSIPIIB MPSAMOKYTHUX CTPYKTYyp. KokHa 3 HHX MOXOOUTH BiJ MOTO
MEPBUHHOTO TPSIMOKYTHHKA.

— Oro! — 3nuByBaBcs Kapmoni.

— Hy ock Mu # npuiinum, — noBigomus Kyp’ ep. — 3axonsre mpocTo Tya.
[NoBinomute naHi mpo cede ¥ otpumaere Burpar.

— skyto.

Kapmopi 3aiimoB y kiMHaTy. Ik OkOM 3MUTHYTH, HOTO pyKH, HOTH, TIOTIEPEK
1 uro 00xonuu cTasesi 00pyui. Bucoka moxmypa ocoba 3 sIcTpyOMHUM HOCOM
1 OJIM3HOIO Ha JiBiM 1owi migiima no Kapmosi it Bubanymmnacek Ha HHOTO 3
JVBHUM BUPa30M: KPOBOXKEPHA PAJiCTh MOETHYBAIACH Y HHBOMY 3 EJICHHUM
KajeM.

Poszoin 3

— o ue! — kpukHyB Kapmopi.

—OTXe, — MPOMOBHJIA TOXMYpPa 0c00a, —37I0YMHEIb TAKA HE YHUKHE KapH.
JuBuck Ha Mene, Kapmomi! 51 —Tgiii kat! Ternep Tv BimoBicH 3a CBOi 3JI0YMHU
MPOTH JIIOJICTBA 1 3a TPiXu cympotu cedbe camoro. Ta s Maro gogartu, mio me
JIILIE TIOTIEpEAHS Kapa 1 1l He BpaxyloTh Y KiHIIEBOMY BUPOKY.

Kart BuTsrays 3 pykaBa Hix. Kapmoni 3aymmio ropio i BiH He 3pa3y
37100yBCS Ha CJIOBO.
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Chapter 3

"Hold it!" he cried. "I'm not here to be executed!"

"I know, | know," the executioner said soothingly, sighting along his knife
blade on Carmody's jugular vein. "What € se could you say?"

"But it's truel" Carmody shrieked. "I'm supposed to collect a Prizel"

"A what?' the executioner asked.

"A Prize, damnyou, aPrize! | wastold I'd won a Prizel Ask the M essenger,
he brought me here to collect a Prizel"

The executioner studied him, then looked away sheepishly. He pushed a
switch on a nearby switchboard. The sted bands around Carmody turned into
paper streamers. The executioner's black garments changed to white. His
knife turned into a fountain pen. The scar on his cheek was replaced by a wen.

"All right," he said, with no hint of repentance. "1 warned them not to combine
the Department of Petty Crime with the Office of the Sweepstakes, but no,
they wouldn't listento me. It would servethemright if | had killed you. Wouldn't
that have been a pretty mess, eh?

"It would have been messy for me," Carmody said shakily.

"Well, no sense crying over unspilt blood," the Prize Clerk said. "If
we took full account of our eventualities, we'd soon run out of
eventualities to take full account of. . . . What did | say? Never mind,
the construction is right even if the words are wrong. |I've got your
prize here somewhere."

He pressed a button on his switchboard. Immediately a large, messy
desk materialized in the room two feet above the floor, hung for a moment,
then dropped with a resounding thud. The Clerk pulled open the drawers
and began to throw out papers, sandwiches, carbon ribbons, file cards and
pencil stubs.

"W, it hasto be here somewhere," he said, with atone of faint desperation.
He pushed another button on the switchboard. The desk and the switchboard
vanished.

"Damn it, I'm all nerves," the Clerk said. He reached into the air, found
something and squeezed it. Apparently, it was the wrong button, for, with an
agonizing scream, the Clerk himsdf vanished. Carmody was |eft alone in the
room.

He stood, humming tunelessly under his breath. Then the Clerk reappeared,
looking none the worse for his experience except for a bruise on his forehead
and an expression of mortification on his face. He carried a small, brightly
wrapped parcd under his arm.

"Please excuse the interruption,” he said. "Nothing seems to be going right
just at present.”
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— CrniuHitbes! — 3akpuyaB BiH. — S TyT He g ctpaTi!

— 3HaeMO, 3HAEMO, — 3aCTOKIMINBO CKa3aB KaT, MPUMIPSIOYHCH y3I0BXK
ne3a a0 spemHoi Benu Kapmoni. — TyT yci Tak roBOpsITh.

— Ane ue npaBaa! — 3oiikHyB Kapmoai. — Meni matots Buaatu Burpam!

— [llo? — nepenuTan Kar.

— Burpam, xa#t fiomy 6ic! Burpam! MeHi ckazanu, 0 MEHI HaJleKUTh
Burpam! Criuraiite Kyp’ epa, BiH npuBiB MeHe oTpumMyBaTi Burpa!

Kar nunpHO mouBUBCS HA HBOTO 1 BiZIBEPHYBCSI, MOB HEBHHHE ATHA. TKHYB
y KnaBimry Ha na”edni. CraneBi oOpydi nepeTBOpHIINCS Ha cepraHTuH. YopHUi
KaTiB ofiAr craB OimnM. Hik-aBTOpydKor0. 3aMicTh OJIM3HM HA MIOI 3’ SBUBCS
KHPOBHYOK.

— Yce rapasz, — cka3aB BiH 0e3 TiHi KasTTs. — S K momepemxyBas ix, moo
He 3'ennyBanu [enaprament [pi6Hux 3nounniB i Kontopy Toramizatopis.
Taxk Hi, MEHE HIXTO HE X0ue ciyxaTu. Tak im Oyio 0 i Tpeba, sikOu 51 yOuB Bac.
Orto Oyno 6 cmixy, mpaBna?

—Mesi Gyto 6 He ay>Ke 10 CMiXy, —Xalarodu JprKakH, BUTyIInB 3 cebe Kapmori.

— oOpe, yepe3 HeMpoIMTY KPOB HEMa YO0To IIaKaTH, — cka3zaB UNMHOBHUK,
o Bigae Burpamramu. SIkimo Mu OpatumMemo Ha ceOe BiAMOBIAANBHICTH 3a
BCi BUIIaJIKOBOCTi, TO BHYEpPIIaEMO BHIAJKOBOCTI, MO0 y3ITH Ha cebe
BiJMOBiIANBHICTH 3a... [1o s kaxy? Men1e 3 TiM, ¢pa3a npaBuiIbHA, HABITH
SIKIIO ¥ cJioBa He Ti. Bamr Burpain neck TyT.

Bin 3HOBy HaTtucHYB knaBimry. Ty ® MUTh y KIMHATI MartepiaizyBaBcs
MacCHBHHMI 3aXapalleHU i TUCBMOBHIA CTiI, 1110 TPOXH MTOBUCIB Ha JBa PyTH HAJ|
MiJJIOrOl0, MOTIM T'YNTHYB YHU3. UHMHOBHHK IMOYaB BIIKPHUBATH HIYXJISIA i
BHUKHJATH 3BiITH NanepH, OyTepOpoaH, IpyKapchKi CTPiukH, OOJIIKOBI KAPTKH
Ta HEJIOTPHU3KH OJTIBIIIB.

— Burpam mae OyTu nech TYT... — pO3MavyiuBO NPHUMOBIAB
UunosHuk. HatucHyB iHmy kiaBimy Ha naneni. CTin 3HHK, 1 maHeb
pa3oM 3 HUM.

—Yopru 06 #ioro! HepgiB He Buctayae! — ckpukHyB UMHOBHHK 1, CSTHYBIIH
PYKOIO B TIOBITp#, IIIOCh TaM HAMAllaB 1 HATHCHYB.

Ma0yThb, 11e OyJia 3HOBY HE Ta KjaBilia, 00 3 MEPEICMEPTHUM CTOrOHOM
3HMK i caMm YnHoBHUK. KapMmoni 3anmummuBcs B KiMHaTi caM. Bin yekas,
MYTHKAIOUH M1 HiC SIKyCh (DasTbIIMBY Meoit0. YNHOBHUK BUHUK 3HOBY 1 BUTIISIL
MaB He TIpIIHiA, aHIXK JI0 CBOET IPUTOJIH, Xi0a 1110 Ha 1001 CBITUBCS CUHEIh, a Ha
o0y mpocTtymnana nocaza. [1in maxBoro BiH TpUMaB SICKPaBO OOTOpHYTHI
MaKyHOYOK.

— Bubaure, Oynp Jiacka, 3a 3aTpuMKy, — BuOauuBcs BiH. — ChOrojHi,
3[IA€THCS, BCE HE TaK.
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Chapter 3

Carmody essayed a feeble joke. "Is this any way to run a galaxy?' he
asked.

"W, how did you expect usto run it? Were only sentient, you know."

"I know," Carmody said. "But | had expected that here, at Galactic
Center—"

"You provincialsareall alike," the Clerk said wearily. "Filled with impossible
dreams of order and perfection, which are mere idealized projections of your
own incompletion. You should know by now that life is a sloppy affair, that
power tends to break things up rather than put things together, and that the
greater the intelligence, the higher the degree of complication which it detects.
You may have heard Holgeg's Theorem; that Order is merely a primitive and
arbitrary relational grouping of objectsin the chaos of the universe, and that, if
abeing'sintelligence and power approached maximum, his coefficient of control
(considered as the product of intelligence and power, and expressed by the
symbol ing) would approach minimum—due to the disastrous geometric
progression of objects to be comprehended and controlled outstripping the
arithmetic progression of Grasp."

"I never thought of it that way," Carmody said politely enough. But
he was beginning to grow annoyed at the glib civil servants of Galactic
Center. They had an answer for everything; but the fact was, they
simply didn't do their jobs very well, and they blamed their failures on
cosmic conditions.

"Well, yes, that's also true," the Clerk said. "Your point (I took theliberty
of reading your mind) is well made. Like all other organisms, we use
intelligence to explain away disparity. But the fact is, things are forever
just alittle beyond our grasp. It isalso true that we do not extend our grasp
to the utmost; sometimes we do our work mechanically, carelessly, even
erroneously. Important data sheets are misplaced, machines malfunction,
whole planetary systems are forgotten. But this merely points out that we
are subject to emationality, like all other creatures with any measure of
self-determination. What would you have? Somebody has to control the
galaxy; otherwise everything would fly apart. Galaxies are reflections of
their inhabitants; until everyone and everything can rule himself and itself,
some outer control is necessary. Who would do the job if we didn't?"

"Couldn't you build machines to do the work?' Carmody asked.

"Machines!" the Clerk said scornfully. "We have many of them,
some exquisitely complex. But even the best of them are much like
idiot savants. They do adequately on tedious straightforward tasks like
building stars or destroying planets. But give them something tough,
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Kapmoni BumoOyB 3 cebe OiIeHbKUH KapT:

— A xiba MO)KHa iHaKIIIe KepyBaTH TaJaKTHKaMU?

— A sIK BH X04€eTe, 11100 MH HUMH KepyBaJii ? MU TUIBKH pearyemMo, po3ymieTe?

— Pozymito, — moroguecs Kapmoni. — Ta Bce x s criofiBaBes, O TYyT, y
lanaktnunomy LleHTpi...

—Bu, npogiHIiany, BCi Ha OIMH KOIWJI, — BTOMJICHO MPOoKa3aB YNHOBHUK, —
MepenoBHEH1 He3JIHCHEHHUMH MPisIMH TTPO TOPSIOK 1 JOCKOHATICTh, & BOHH —
MPOCTO i/ieaTi3oBaHa MPOEKIIisi BaIIoi BiacHoi MeHImoBaprocti. Ciiz Ou Bam
y)K€ 3HATH, IO XXKUTTSA — IITyKa Oe3JlajiHa, IO CUJIa pajIiie MOAUIIE, a He
00’ e1Hye, 1 UMM BUIIMN PO3YM, TO Oiibllie YCKIaAHEeHb. By, MaOyTh, 4ynu mpo
TeopeMy [OMpKi: OPSAIOK — 1€ HAUMPHUMITHBHIIIE i BITHOCHO JOBUIbHE
rpynyBaHHs 00’ ekTiB y xaoci BceecBity. | konm po3ym i cuna ictoTu
HAOJIMKAIOTHCSA IO MAKCUMyMY, TO Ti KOe(II[iEHT KepOBaHOCTI (SKIIO HOro
BBAXXaTH MPOJAYKTOM PO3yMYy ¥ CHJIM 1 MO3HAa4YaTH CUMBOJIOM “i3M”
HaAOIMKAETHCS 10 HYJISI 3aBISIKM CTPALUTHBil reoMeTpHYHii porpecii uncia
00’ €XTIB, fAKi CITiJJ OCMUCITUTH W PETYIIOBAaTH, IO IEPEBUIILYE apuPMeTHUHY
nporpecito PozymiHHS.

— Hikonu Hanm nmm He 3aaymyBaBcCsl, — IOCHTh TaKH BBIYJIMBO ypBaB
Kapwmopni. Ta #ioro ke movana IpaTyBaTH HeA0aNiCTh HUBUILHUX YPSIOBIIIB
lanakrnunoro Llentpy. Ha Bce B Hux Oyna BiAmoBizk, a IO CyTi BOHH IPOCTO
HE BUKOHYBajJM SK CJiJi CBOIX O00OB’S3KiB, MOSCHIOKYM HEBIadl
HECIPUATIIMBUMH KOCMIYHUMH YMOBaMH.

—Tak-tak, TyT BU TaKOX Ma€eTe palliro, — BiB Aaii UnHoBHUK. — Bari morisiu
(s1 103BONTMB COOI TPOYMTATH Ballli [yMKH) MAIOTh I1iJ1 COOO0 TPpYHT. SIK 1 BCi iHIT
OpraHi3MH, MH 3aCTOCOBYEMO PO3yM JIJIsl IOSICHEHHS! HEBIAMOBiAHOCTI. Bo 5 peui
3aBJK/IH TPILIEYKH MepeBEPIIYIOTH Hallle posyMiHHSL. LLonpasna, My i He TOBHICTIO
BUKOPHCTOBYEM IHCTPYMEHT pO3yMiHHSL. J{ekomnu nmpaitoeMo MexaHiqHO, Henoao,
HAaBITh 13 MOMUJIKaMHU. BakIHBi JOKYMEHTH JieKaTh HE TaM JIe CIIijI, MAIIUHU
MOraHo (PYHKIIIOHYIOTh, 3 TIOJIS 30pY BUITAAr0Th 11T TUIAHETHI cucTeMHu. Ta Bce
1Ie CJIYXKHTh JIMIIE 3aiBUM JIOKA30M TOTO, IO MU ITiJBJIa/IHI EMOIisIM, SIK 1 BCl
1HIII, X04 TpoXu camozerepMinoBaHi ictotu. Lo  BU xouere? XTOCh K& Mae
KepyBaTH [ aakTuKor, iHAKIIE BCE POIETUTHCS. ['aakTuka € BijoOpakeHHAM
CBOIX MEIIIKAHIIB. A MOKH BCI 1 BCE 3MOXKYTh KEpYBaTH camMi COOOI0, ITOBUHEH
ICHYBaTH SIKMICH 30BHIIIHIN HArs 1. | XTO % BUKOHYBaTUME L0 pOOOTY, SIK HE MH.

— Xiba BU He MOXKETe IOPYUHTH Iie MaluHaM? — crintaB Kapmori.

—Mammunam! —3HEBaXIMBO BUTYKHYB UMHOBHUK. — Y Hac ix 6arato, AesKi
HaA3BUYANHHO cKiaaHi. Ta HaBiTh HalKpaIli 3 HUX HAraJayloTh BYEHOT0 ii0Ta.
Bonu migxoasaTs uIIe I HyAHUX 1 HITKOM SICHUX 3aBAaHb, SIK OT CHOPYIYKESHHS
3ipok abo pyiHyBaHHs IUTaHeT. Ta JOpydiTh IM MIOCH CKJIAJHIIIE, — OCh K
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like solacing a widow, and they simply go to pieces. Would you believe
it, the largest computer in our section can landscape an entire planet;
but it cannot fry an egg or carry a tune, and it knows less about ethics
than a newborn wolf cub. Would you want something like that to run
your life?"

"Of course not," Carmody said. "But couldn't someone build a machine
with creativity and judgment?’

"Someone has," the Clerk said. "It has been designed to learn from experience,
which means that it must make errors in order to arrive at truths. It comesin
many shapes and sizes, most of them quite portable. Its flaws are readily
apparent, but seem to exist as necessary counterweights to its virtues. No one
has yet improved on the basic design, though many have tried. This ingenious
deviceis called 'intdligent life." "

The Clerk smiled the self-satisfied smile of the aphorism-maker.
Carmody fdt like hitting him square on his smug pug nose. But herestrained
himself.

"If you are quite through lecturing,” Carmody said, "I would like my
Prize."

"Just as you wish," the Clerk said. "If you are quite sure that you
want it."

"Is there any reason why | shouldn't want it?"

"No particular reason," the Clerk said. "Just a general one; the introduction
of any novel abject into on€slife pattern is apt to be disrupting.”

"I'll take my chances on that," Carmody said. "Let's have the Prize."

"Very well," the Clerk said. He took a large clipboard out of a small rear
pocket and produced a pencil. "Wemust fill thisinfirst. Your nameis Car-Mo-
Dee, you'reof Planet 73C, System BB454C252, L eft Quadrant, Local Galactic
Systemreferent LK by CD, and you were picked at random from approximately
two billion contestants. Correct?"

"If you say so," Carmody said.

"Let meseenow,” the Clerk said, scanning the page rapidly, "I can skip the
stuff about you accepting the Prize on your own risk and recognizance, can't
|?'

"Sure, skipit," Carmody said.

"And then theré's the section on Edibility Rating, and the part on Reciprocal
Fallibility Understandings between you and the Sweepstakes Office of the
Galactic Center, and the part about Irresponsible Ethics, and, of course, the
Termination Determinant Residue. But all of that isquitestandard, and | suppose
you adheretoit.”
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YTILIUTH BJOBY, — i BOHU MPOCTO PO3JIETATHCS B IPy3KH. UK TOBIpUTE BH, 1110
HAHOUIBIIMIA KOMI FOTEp Y HaIlill CeKilii MOke BUTOTOBUTHU JaHIAT 1101
TJIAHETH, Ta HECITPOMOYKHHUIA I ICMaKUTH SEYHIO 200 XK MiZi0paTh MEOIiI0, a
B €THUIll PO3YMIEThCS MEHIIE, HDK HOBOHApOIDKEHE BoBUEHsS. | BU XoTinu 0,
00 Take KepyBaJio BalllM JKUTTSIM?

—3BicHO, Hi, —BixnoBiB Kapmosi. — Ta xi0a He MOXKHA CTBOPUTH MEXaHI3M
13 TBOPYUM TIIXOIOM 1 370POBHM TITY3A0M?

—CrtBOpIoBaH, —CKa3aB UNHOBHUK. —Woro kouueriist niependavaa HaBYaHHS
3 JIOCBiIy, TOOTO BiH MaB, IOMHJISIFOYMCH, JIOXOMUTU 1O ICTUHH. MallluH THX
TIOHABHITYCKATH PI3HUX THUITIB 1 pO3MIPIB, OUTBIIIICTb 13 HUX IOCHTB TPaHCTIOPTaOeIbHI,
ixHi Bajiit OylTi OYEBH/IHI, X04a iX MOXKHa OyJ10 BBayKaTH HEOOX1THOKO MPOTHBATOI0
JIOCTOTHCTBAaM. AJie, CIIUPAIOYKCh Ha ITF0 KOHIICIIIIIFO, I1IE HIXTO HE BIIOCKOHAJTUBCS,
x04 ipoOyBaB He ofuH. Toii reHiabHU MPUCTPIii HA3BATH “ PO3YMHE KHUTTA .

UMHOBHUK CaMOBIIOBOJICHO YCMIiXHYBCSI, HEMOB JIIOAWHA, 10 TOBOPHUTH
adopmsmamu. B Kapmoni 3auecaBcs Kynak ypizaTH 1o Horo KupraTomy, HiOH
MoricsiaoMy Hoci. Ta BiH cTpuMaBcsl.

— SIK1110 BM 3aKiHYMIIN CBOIO JICKI[iF0, — HATOMICTh IPOMOBHB BiH, — 5 XOTiB
6u otpumatu Burpar.

— SIx Bama nacka, — cka3zaB UMHOBHHK, — SIKIIO BU IIEBHI, 110 XOUYETE
OTpUMaTH Moro.

— A € IpUYHHU HE XOTITH?

— Higoro koHkpeTHOr0, —3arneBHuB UMHOBHUK, — Xi0a 1110 3arajbHe: KOJIU B
YHUECH KUTTS BXOAUTH HOBUM 00’ €KT, 1€ MOYKE MaTH HeOaXKaH1 HACTIAKH.

— Pusukny. Hexaii Oyne Burpa.

— Hyxe nodpe, — noroguBcs UnHOBHMK. BiH BUTSr 13 3aHBOI KUIIICHI
BEITUKHH OTIOKHOT 1 COTBOPHUB oMiBellb. — CroyaTKy Cliiji 3al0BHUTH (GOPMYIISp.
Bane npizuiie Kap-Mo-/1i, Bu 3 mnaneru 73C, Cucrema BB454C252, JliBuit
Kgsanapant, Micnepa ['anakruuna Cucrema, azumyt JIk mo CJ1, i Bac BuOpau
XKepeOKyBaHHIM 3-TIOMDK JBOX MUIBSP/IiB MpeTeH IeHTiB. [IpaBmiibHO?

— Bawm kpame 3natn, — moroguscst Kapmoni.

— Ta-ak, Ta-aK... — NIBUJIKO TOPTalO4M CTOPIHKH, TATHYB UMHOBHHK. —
MosxHa mponycTuTH ab3am, mio BU Oepere Burpam Ha cBiil pu3uK Ta
BIAMIOBIIAJIBHICTE, TAK?

— 3BuuaiiHo, mpomnyckaiite, — moroxuscs Kapmopi.

— Jami me € a63a1 ipo Oninky CrioXHBHOCTI i maparpad npo Y3romkeHHs
B3aemuux Henoposymine mixk Bamu i bropo Toramizaropis ["amakruaroro
Hentpy, Takox maparpad npo bespignoBinansny ETuky i, 3Buuaiino,
TepminaneHi Jlerepminaropu YenaakyBanss. Ta 11e Bce cCTaHIapTHI IpaBuUIa,
rajiaro, BU iX BU3HAETE...
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"Sure, why not?' Carmody said, feding lightheaded. He was very eager to
see what a Prize from Galactic Center would look like, and he wished that the
Clerk would stop quibbling.

"Very wdl," the Clerk said. "Now simply signify your acceptance of the
terms to this mind-sensitive area at the bottom of the page, and that'll be it."

Not quite knowing what to do, Carmody thought, Yes, | accept the
Prize and the conditions attached to it. The bottom of the page grew
pink.

"Thank you," theClerk said. "Thecontract itsdf iswitness to the agresment.
Congratulations, Carmody, and hereisyour prize."

He handed the gaily wrapped box to Carmody, who muttered his thanks
and began eagerly to unwrap it. He didn't get far, though; there was a sudden,
violent interruption. A short, hairless man in gdlittering clothes burst into the
room.

"Hah!" he cried. "I've caught you in the act, by Klootens! Did you really
think you could get away with it?"

The man rushed up to him and grabbed at the Prize. Carmody held it out of
arm's reach.

"What do you think you're doing?' he asked.

"Doing? I'm here to claim my rightful Prize, what ese? | am Carmody!"

"No, you aren't,” Carmody said. "I am Carmody."

The little man paused and looked at him with curiosity. "You claim to be
Carmody?'

"I don't claim, | am Carmody."

"Carmody of Planet 73C?"'

"l don't know what that means,” Carmody said. "We call the place
Earth."

The shorter Carmody stared at him, his expression of rage changing to one
of disbelief.

"Earth?' he asked. "I don't beieve I've heard of it. Is it a member of the
Chlzerian League?'

"Not to the best of my knowledge."

"What about the Independent Planetary Operators Association? Or
the Scagotine Stellar Cooperative? Or the Amalgamated Planet-
Dwellers of the Galaxy? No? Is your planet a member of any
extrastellar organization?"

"I guessit isn't,” Carmody said.

"l suspected as much,” the short Carmody said. He turned to the Clerk.
"Look at him, you idiot! Look at the creature to whom you have awarded my
Prizel Observe the dull piggish eyes, the brutish jaw, the horny fingernails!”
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—3BicHO, YoM Ou i1 Hi?— noroauBcs KapMosti, y SIKOro Bxe HaMOPOYHIIOCh
y TOJIOBI. ﬁOMy KOPTLIO TOAMBUTHCS, Ha 1110 CXOkuii Burpain ["anakruyHoro
Lentpy, i xoTitocs, o0 YNHOBHUK y)Ke CKIHUMB CBOI OaIadKy.

— dyxe nobpe, — BiB aani YnHoBHUK. — Tenep minUIITECS OCh TYT IiJ
TEKCTOM Y TyMKOUYYTJIHMBii pamoulli, 1 Oyae mo BChOMY.

He 30Bcim Tamitsium, mo tpeda podutn, Kapmoni nogymas:

“Tax, st npuiimMato Burpa i Bci moB’ si3aHi 3 HUM ymoBH” . MicIie B paMouIti
TIOPOKEBLIIO.

— Jskyto, — cka3aB UnHOBHUK. — KOHTpaKT cam 3acBiIYMB 3rofy CTOpIH.
Biraro Bac, Kapmoni, ock Bamr Burpar.

Bin BpyumB oMy sickpaBo 0OTOpHYTY KOpoOKky. Kapmoni mpoOypmoriB
MOASKY ¥ HerepIisiue movaB po3ropratd. Ta He BCTUT, 60 pamToM HEMOB
Oypst 3Hs1acs. Jlo KIMHATH BBipBaBCs MPU3EMKYBaTH OE3BOIIOCHH YOOBIYOK
y OJrcKydoMy BOpaHHi.

—Xal —Buryknys BiH. — S ciiiiMaB Bac Ha rapsi4oMy, KISTHYCsI KiTyTeHaMu!
Hessxe B croapiBanmcs, 0 3MOXKETe AaTH 3 HUM Jipaja’?

YonoBivok MeTHYBcs 10 Burpama, Ta Kapmoni minHsB kopoOKy Han
TOJIOBOIO.

— I1lo BM cobi 103BONIIETE? — 3aMIMTAB BiH.

—Jlo3Barsiro ?Meni notpiben mii 3akoHHuMiH Burpar, woro xx Tyt ime! 51— Kapmoni!

— Hi, — 3anepeuns Kapmoi, 1ie st Kapmogi.

YomoBi4OK 3aCTHT i 3 TOAWBOM YTYIIHBCS B HBOTO.

— Bu Bupnaere cede 3a Kapmomi?

— He Bupnato cebe, g 1 € Kapmopi.

— Kapwmoni 3 itanern 73C?

— He 3nato, mo take 73C, — ckazaB Kapmoxi. — Mu Ha3uBaeMo CBOIO
aHery 3emiero.

Kopormmii Kapmoni BuTpinms oui. JIroTe Ha oro o0auydi 3MiHHIIACS Ha
CYMHIB.

— 3emns? — nepenutaB BiH. — Hikonu He uyB. BoHa unen YisepiaHcbkol
Jliru?

— Hi, HackIbKH MeH1 B1ZOMO.

— Moxe, BoHa HallexkuTh 10 Acouianii Hesanexuux IlmanerHux
OmnepatopiB? Un no Ckerorcekoi 3opsHoi CoiBapy)HOCTI? A MoXke, A0
00’ emnanux [Tnanernnx Memkannis ["anaktuku? Hi? A B3arai Baia njaHera
—uJieH Oy/b-sIKOi HaJ30PsIHOT OpraHi3ailii?

—T"apato, 1o Hi.

—Tak s 13HaB, —iOKMB MiACyMOK KopoTimii Kapmoai. — TiTbKu OMIsSTHETE
Ha Hboro, Homnomne! [ToauBiThes, MO 3a XynoOWHI BH Bigmanu Miii Burpam!
[MomuBiTHCS HA 111 TYITI CBUHSY1 OUHITi, HA TBAPUHHI IIIEJICIH, POrOBi HIirTi!
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"Now just a minute," Carmody said. "There's no reason to be insulting.”

"l see, | seg" the Clerk replied. "I never really looked before. | mean, one
hardly expects—"

"Why, damn it," the alien Carmody said, "anyone could tell at once
that this creature is not a Class 32 Life-Form. As a matter of fact,
he's not even closeto Class 32, he hasn't even attained Galactic status!
You utter imbecile, you have awarded my Prize to a nonentity, a creature
from beyond the pale!"

Chapter 4

"Earth, earth," the short, alien Carmody mused. "I think | remember the
name now. Therewas arecent study of isolated worlds and the peculiarities of
their development. Earth was mentioned as a planet covered with an obsessively
overproductive species. Object manipulationisther outstanding modality. Ther
project is an attempt to livein their own, ever-accumulating waste products. In
short, Earthis a diseased place. | bdieveit is being phased out of the Galactic
Master Plan on the basis of chronic cosmic incompatibility. The placewill then
be rehabilitated and turned into a refuge for daffodils.”

It became painfully evident to all concerned that a tragic mistake had been
made The Messenger was recalled and accused of malfunctionism, in that he did
not perceive the obvious. The Clerk stoutly maintained his innocence, however,
pointing out various considerations which no one considered for a moment.

Among those consulted was the Sweepstakes Computer, which had in point
of fact committed the actual error. Instead of making excuses or apologies, the
Computer claimed the error as his own and took evident pridein it.

"I was constructed,” the Computer said, "to extremely close tolerances. |
was designed to perform complex and exacting operations, allowing no more
than one error per fivebillion transactions.”

"So?" asked the Clerk.

"Theconclusionisclear," the Computer said. "l was programmed for error,
and | performed as | was programmed. You must remember, gentlemen, that
for a machine, error is an ethical consideration; indeed, the only ethical
consideration. A perfect machine would be an impossibility; any attempt to
create a perfect machine would be a blasphemy. All life, even thelimited life of
amachine, has error built into it; it is one of the few ways in which life can be
differentiated from the determinism of unliving matter. Complex machines such
as mysdf occupy an ambiguous zone between living and nonliving. Were we

28



Po3zoin 4

— XBuUnMHOUKY, — ypBaB Kapmoni. — Bu He maete nipaBa meHe oOpaxaru!

— Tenep 0auay, — o3BaBcs YnHoBHUK. — { i cripaBai He qoxuBHBCs. He mir
K€ S CIIOMIBATHCS, IIIO...

— Slkoro x 4opra! — rpumuyB uyxkuii Kapmoni. — Ta Oyab-xTo 3 mepmioro
MOMIISAY CKaxe, 1o 1151 icrora He 3 32 Knacy XKutteBux ®opm. SIcHO sk JieHb,
110 Lel TH 1 6nu3bko He 6aunB 32 Kitacy. Bin HaBiTh He 7jopic 70 ralTaKTHYIHOTO
crarycy! Bu Oe3npocBiTHil 0eB3b, BU Bijanu Miii Burpain HikdeMHi# icTOTi,
1[0 TIPUIIEPJIACs XTO3HA-3BIAKY!

Poszoin 4

— 3emms! 3emisa! — MipKyBaB yronoc KopoTeHbkH uyxuit Kapmomi. —
3nacThbes, s pUraayro Taky Ha3By. HenaBHo Buiiiiuia MoHOrpadis po i30/1b0BaH1
CBITH Ta OCOOJNMBOCTI IXHBOTO PO3BHUTKY. 3eMJIsL 3TaJIye€ThCs TaM sIK ILJIAHETa,
HaceJiecHa MaHiaKaJIbHO CyNepIUTiIHIMU MinBuIaMu. KpaliHs crazis pedomaHii.
Crpoba 3aMKHYTOTO iCHyBaHHs B Oe3lepepBHOMY MpOLieci HarpoMapKeHHs
BiaacHux BinxomiB. Koporie, 3emiis — e xBope Miciie Beecsity. 'anato, 1i
BUWITYYMIIM 3 YceraJlakTHUHOro IUiaHy yepe3 xpoHiuny Kocmiuny HecymicHiCT®.
[Ticst 03mopoBiIeHHs 1 30MPatOTHCS IEPETBOPHUTH HA 3aTIOBIAHUK JUISl HAPIIUCIB.

VYciM mpHUCyTHIM CTaNo SICHO, IO cTanacs TpariyHa MmoMmika. Bukmukanm
Kyp'epa i 3BuHYyBaTuian Horo B HEAOAIBCTBI, Ka)Ky4H, 110 BiH He 0a4nUTh
O4eBUIHOTO. YNHOBHUK 3aTATO JOBOIUB CBOIO HEBHHHICTH, TOCHJIAIOUUCH Ha
MOBa)KHI MPUYHMHY, Ha SIKi HIXTO HE XOTiB 3Ba)KaTH.

[MpucytHiii Ha 3’ sicyBanHi Toranizatopauii Komn' totep, sikuii, BiacHe, Bce
W HaTTyTaB, 3aMiCTh BUOAUEHb 1 BUMPaBAaHb BU3HAB CBOIO TIOMUJIKY 1 SIBHO
MUIIABCS HEIO.

—MeHe, —ckaza Komn' roTep, — BUTOTOBHJIN 3 MIHIMAJTbHUMHU JIOITYCKaMH.
51 GyB pr3HaYEHHUI BUKOHYBATH CKJIA/IHI 1 TOUHI Oomepaltii 3 JOIyCKOM He Oibliie
OJTHIET TOMMJTKY HAa IT' SITh MUTBSIPJIIB JiH.

— Omxe? — cniutaB YNHOBHUK.

— A BUCHOBOK 0YeBHIHUH. S 3anporpaMoBaHuii Ha TIOMUJIKY, 1 51 BHKOHAB
Ty mporpamy. Bam, JokeHTIbMEHHU, CHiJl maM’ ATaTH, IO TOMHUIIKA IS
MallMHU — eTUYHa Kateropis. Tak, TUIbKM eTHYHA. [neanpHa MammHa —
abcypn, a cnpoba CTBOPHTH iicaJIbHY MallMHy — ONIO3HIPCTBO. YChOMY
KUBOMY, HaBiTh YMOBHO XMBill MamnHi B1acTuBo noMuisiTucs. Lle onuH 3
HebaraThox croco0iB BiAPI3HUTH KUBE BiJl IETEPMiHI3MY HEKHUBOT MaTepii.
Taxi ckiaJlHi MalluHU, K S, € MEPEXIAHOK JIAHKOK BiJ KHUBOTO 10
HEXUBOTO. SIKOM MU He XUOUIIU HIKOJIH, TO Oy O HEOPEUHi, TOTBOPHI Ta
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never to err, wewould beinapropos, hideous, immoral. Malfunction, gentlemen,
is, | submit, our means of rendering worship to that which is more perfect than
we, but which still does not permit itself a visible perfection. So, if error were
not divindy programmed into us, we would mal function spontaneously, to show
that modicum of free will which, asliving creations, we partakein."

Everyone bowed their heads, for the Sweepstakes Computer was talking
of holy matters. The alien Carmody brushed away a tear, and said:

"I cannot disagree, although | do not concur. The right to be wrong is
fundamental throughout the cosmos. This machine has acted ethically.”

"Thank you," the Computer said simply. "l try."

"But therest of you," thealien Carmody said, "have merely acted stupidly.”

"That isour unalterable privilege," the Messenger reminded him. " Stupidity
in the malperformance of our functions is our own form of religious error.
Humbleasit s, it is not to be despised.”

"Kindly spare me your mealy-mouthed religiosity,” Karmod said. He
turned to Carmody. "You have heard what has been said here, and perhaps,
with your dim subhuman consciousness, you have comprehended a few of
the main ideas."

"I understood,” Carmody said briefly.

"Then you know that you have a Prize which ought to have been awarded
to me, and which, therefore, is rightfully mine. I must ask you, and | do so ask
you, to hand it over to me."

Carmody was about to do so. He had grown somewhat weary of his
adventure, and he felt no overwhelming desire to retain the Prize. He wanted
to go home, hewanted to sit down and think about everything that had happened,
he wanted an hour's nap and several cups of coffee and a cigarette.

It would have been nice to keep the Prize, of course; but it seemed more
trouble than it was worth. Carmody was about to hand it over when he heard
a muffled voice whispering to him:

"Don't doit!"

Carmody looked around quickly, and realized that the voice had come from
the gaily wrapped little box in his hand. The Prizeitsdf had spoken to him.

"Come, now," Karmod said, "let's not delay. | have urgent business
elsewhere.”

"To hel with him," the Prize said to Carmody. "I'm your Prize, and there's
no reason why you should give me up."

That cast asomewhat different light on the matter. Carmody was about to give
up the Prizeanyhow, sincehedidn't wish to maketroublein unfamiliar surroundings.
His hand had aready started to move forward when Karmod spoke again.
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aMopaibHi. JPKEHTIBMEHH, 51 CTBEPIXKYIO, 1[0 TTOMUIIKH — I Hall CI0ci0
yIIaHyBaHHsI TOTO, [0 JOCKOHATIIIE 3a HAc, alle HIKOJU He J03BOoIs€E co0i
NPOSABIATH Ty JOCKOHanicTh. OTxe, AkOM MOMHUIKa He Oyna
3amporpamMoBaHa B Hac 0000 BOJICIO, TO MU MOMUJISUTHCS O CIIOHTaHHO,
BHKa3yIOuu Ty ApiOKy cBOOOIM, KOO MU, SIK 1 Bce KUBE, HaAlJIEHI TEX.

Bci cxununm ronoBu, 60 Toramizatopauii Komn' iotep ToBOpuB Ipo CBATE.
Kapmoni-cynepHuk 3MaxHYB CIIbO3Y 1 CKa3aB:

— He cwmito 3amepedyBartu, Xou i He oromkytocs. [IpaBo momumnstucs —
roitopHU# puHIMT KocMocy. Maiiia BYMHIIIa BECOKOMOPAIIBHO.

— Jlsikyto, — ckpoMHO ckazaB Kommn' rorep. — Paguii npuciyxutucs.

— Ta Bci i1, — BiB gaui uyxwuii Kapmonui, — mpocto TypHS KIeinu.

— e nam HenopymHuii npuBinel, — Haranas iiomy Kyp'ep. — HenbamicTs
Mpy BUKOHAHHI 000B's3KiB — Hall crocid moboxkHo momunatucs. Crocid
CKpPOMHHUI1, Ta Ha 3HEBary BCE K HE 3aCIyTOBYE.

— Bynbre nmackapi 3BUTBHUTH MEHE Bijl CBOET MEIOTOYHMBOI ITOOOKHOCTI, —
orpu3HyBcs ranaktuuHuii Kapmon, a Bigrak 3BepHyBcs 10 3emHoro Kapmopi:
—Twu x 4yB Ha1y po3MOBY i, MaOyTb, CBOIM IIPUMITUBHUM PO3yMOM XOU TPOXH
JIOTJIyIaB, Ipo IIO TYT iNUIocs?

— Tak, s 3po3ymiB, — KOpOTKO BinnosiB Kapmoyi.

— Toni Tv 3Haem, mo Burpam Mmill i HaJIGKUTH MEHI 1o mpaBy. Tomy
sl 3MYIICHHUH 3BEPHYTHUCS 0 TeOe 3 MPOXaHHSAM BiJJaTH HOro MEHi.

Kapmozi Tax Gyno # yunnus. Momy Best 11 mpurona Bixe HaGpuia i He
Jy’)Ke W KOpTiIo BijmcToroBaTH Burpain. XoTiTocst MOA0MY, XOTUIOCS CICTH,
00MipKyBaTH Bce, 110 CTajIocs, TOANHKY MOAPIMATH, BUTIUTH KaBU 1 3aMaJINTH
CHUTapery.

3BHuaiiHO, MPUEMHO i Burpai orpumartu, Ta, 3Ma€ThCs, Biji HHOTO OiIbIIe
MOpOKH, Hix yTixu. | Kapmozi Bixe Oyr10 HaMipuBCs BiiaaTi KOPOOKY, SIK IIOUYB
MPUTITYILIECHAH IIeTiT:

— He pobu nporo!

Kapmoni mBuAKO 03UPHYBCS 1 3pO3YMiB, IO T'OJOC ifie 3 SICKpaBo
o0ropuytoro nakyHka. [Ipomosiss cam Burpari.

— Tak pmaBaii xe, — He Tepminocs KapmonoBi. — He taruu. Y mene
HEBIJIKJIaJIHI CTIPaBH.

—ITix Tpu voptu #oro! — mopaaus Burpam Kapmoni. — S — TBiit Burpam.
Hemae parii meHe BijyiaBatu.

Tenep yce obepranocs inakime. Ta Bce x Kapmoni Oy najneH Bimmatu
Burpai, 60 He XOTiB Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY KJIOMOTY, Ta e i Ha YyXill TepHTOPIi.
Pyka Bxxe Oyno monanacs Briepen, Koy e o3BaBcs Kapmon:
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"Giveit herethisinstant, you faceess slug! Rapidly, and with an apologetic
smileupon your rudimentary face, or dsel will enforcemeasures of unbdlievable
pertinacity!"

Carmody's jaw stiffened and he withdrew his hand. He had been pushed
around long enough. Now, for the sake of his own sdf-esteem, he would not
yied any more.

"To hdll with you," Carmody said, unconsciously imitating the phraseology
of the Prize.

Karmod realized at oncethat he had gone about the thing in thewrong way.
He had permitted himsdf the luxury of anger and ridicule—costly emotions
which heusually vented only in the privacy of hissoundproof cave By satisfying
himsdf, he had lost his chance for sdf-satisfaction. He tried now to undo what
he had done.

"Please excuse my former tone of belligerence,"” he said to
Carmody. "My race has a penchant for self-expression which
sometimes takes on destructive forms. You cannot help being a lower
life-form; | meant no insult."

"That's perfectly al right,” Carmody said graciously.

"Then you will give me the Prize?'

"No, | will not."

"But my dear sir, itismine, | wonit, itisonly equitable—"

"The Prizeis not yours,” Carmody said. "My name was picked by the duly
constituted authority, namely, the Sweepstakes Computer. An authorized
Messenger brought me the tidings, and an official Clerk gave me the Prize.
Thus, the legal bestowers, as well as the Prize itsdlf, consider me the true
recipient.”

"You tell ‘em, keed," the Prize said.

"But my dear sir! You yoursdf heard the Sweepstakes Computer admit its
error! Therefore, by your own logic—"

"That statement needs rewording," Carmody said. "The Computer did not
admit his error, asin an act of carelessness or oversight; he avowed his error,
which was committed purposefully and with reverence. His error, by his own
statement, was intentional, carefully planned and calculated to a nicety, for a
religious motive which all concerned must respect.”

"Thefellow argueslike aBorkist," Karmod said to no onein particular.
"If one did not know better, one would think that an intelligence was at
work here, rather than a dismal blind format-following. Yet still, I'll follow
the reedy tenor of his excuses and blast them with the bellowy bass of
irrefutablelogic!”
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— Binnagaii Heraiino, ciumaky Oesnukuii! XyTko, Ta mie ¥ mocmixaiics
JOTIZTTUBO CBOEIO PYAMMEHTAPHOIO MMUKOI0, 00 HAJIOBrO 3aTSAMUIIL, KOJIH S 32
Tebe BizbMycs!

Hlenenu Kapmoni cTucHymucs 1 BiH BIACMUKHYB pyKy. Bike 3aHanTo 10Bro
HUM HEXTyBalld. 3apa3, xo4a O 3apaau camoIoBaru, BiH HE MIr Oijblie
MOCTYIaTHCS.

— Vmm mip pm wopTr! —rapukays Kapmoyi, miscsizoMo nepeiiMaoun cTumb
Burpama.

Kapmon onpasy sk 3MEeTHKYyBaB, IO 3alli3 Ky He . BiH 103BonuB
€001 po3Killl THIBATUCH 1 HACMIXaTUCSA — JOPOT1 €MOIlii, SKUM BiH, SIK
MpaBUJIO, 1aBaB BOJIO TUTLKH HAOAHMHII y CBOil 3BYKOHETIPOHUKHIN TIevepi.
[MoTimuB Aaymry, Ta BTpaTHB IMIAHC Ha BTiXy. Temep BiH CHJIKyBaBCs
BHIIPABUTH CUTYAIIIIO.

— Bynb nacka, Bubaure, KO s 00pa3uB Bac, — 3BepHYBCs BiH 10 Kapmosi.
— Mos nuBiNi3alis CXHJIbHA JIO CaMOBHpa3y, 10 MOJCKOIN HalOyBae
JecTpyKTUBHUX (hopM By  He BHHHI B TiM, 1110 BH HIKYa )KUTTEBa popma. 5
i Ha IyMIli HE MaB Bac 0OpakaTH...

— 51 He obpaskatocsi, — BenuKoaymHo BubaunB Kapmoni.

— Tobto Binmacte Meni Burpam?

— Hi, He BiggaMm.

— OpHaue, cep, BiH PUIIAB MEHI, S BUTPaB, CIPaBEIJIUBICTh BUMArae. ..

—Burparn ve Bau, —orosnocus Kapmozi. — Moe iM’ s1 BUOpaB aBTOpUTETHHIHA
¢daxiBenp, a came Toramizatopuuii Kommn' torep. [loBHoBaxkHuit Kyp'ep
MOBIJIOMHB MEHeE, a BiAnoBigansHnii UNHOBHUK, o(illiliHa 0co0a, BUIaB MEHI
Burpami. Otxe, odiliiiHi po3nopsAHUKH, a TakoX 1 cam Burpai yBaxarots
MeHE 3aKOHHUM PELUITIEHTOM.

— Bwiemn, qut-TrHKO, 3anuBatu! — noxsayme Burparn.

— Ane x, mobwuii cep! Bu x uynu cami, mo Komm'torep BU3HAB CBOO
noMuiiKy! I 3a Bamor BIACHOIO JIOTIKOI. ..

— Llto obcraBuHy Citiji po3nIAAaTH 1HAKINE, — HE JaB JoKiHuuTH Kapmomi. —
Kowmrt'toTep He BU3HAB CBOIO ITOMHJIKY aKTOM HEIOAIbCTBA UM HEmorsny. Bin
3aCBIYMB, IO TOMIJIMBCS 3yMHCHE, TPOWHSBIIHMCH HATEKHOIO CBATOOIHUBICTIO.
[Nomuika, siK BiH caM Ka3aB, mependaveHa, perelibHO CIIAaHOBaHa i CTapaHHO
oOpaxoBaHa 3 TOO0KHUX MIPKYBaHb, T1JTHAX YCSIKOI IIaHU.

— Ta BiH cmepedaeTbcs, SK OOpPKICT, — Hi A0 KOTO HE 3BEPTAIOYHUCh,
koHctaryBaB Kapmon. — SIxOu He 3HATTA, TO MOKHa Oynao O mogymaTw,
110 II€ TOJ0C PO3yMY, a HE OTHJIHE ¥ Clline HaciiayBaHHs mrammiB. Ta s
BCE X PO3TPOILLY HOro MUCKIISIBI BUKPYTHI IPOMOBHM YIapOM HECITPOCTOBHOI
noriku!
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Karmod turned to Carmody and said, "Consider: the machine erred
purposefully, upon which fact you base your argument. Yet the error
is complete with your recipience of the prize. For you to keep it would
compound the fault; and a doubled piety is known to be a felony."

"Hah!" cried Carmody, quite carried away by the spirit of the affair. "For
the sake of your argument you consider the mere momentary performance of
theerror asits entire fulfillment. But obviously, that cannot be. An error exists
by virtue of its consequences, which alone give it resonance and meaning. An
error which is not perpetuated cannot be viewed as any error at all. An
inconsequential and reversible error is the merest dab of superficial piety. |
say, better to commit no error at all than to commit an act of pious hypocrisy!
And | further say this: that it would beno great loss for meto giveup this Prize,
since | am ignorant of its virtues; but the loss would be great indeed for this
pious machine, this scrupulously observant computer, which, through the
interminable performance of five billion correct actions has waited for its
opportunity to make manifest its God-given imperfection!”

"Hear, hear!" cried the Prize. "Bravo! Huzza! Well said! Completely
correct and incapable of refutation!”

Carmody folded his arms and faced a discomfited Karmod. He was quite
proud of himsdf. Itisdifficult for a man of Earth to come without preparation
into any Galactic Center. The higher life-forms to be encountered there are
not necessarily more intelligent than humans; intelligence counts for no more
in the scheme of things than long claws or strong hooves. But aliens do have
many resources, both verbal and otherwise. For example, certain races can
literally talk aman's arm off, and then explain away the presence of the severed
limb. In the face of this kind of activity, Humans of Earth have been known to
experience deep sensations of inferiority, impotence, inadequacy, and anomie.
And, sincethesefedingsare usually justified, the psychic damageisintensified
accordingly. Theresult, more often than not, iscomplete psychomotor shutdown
and a cessation of all except the most automatic functions. A malfunction of
this type can be cured only by changing the nature of the universe, whichis, of
course, impractical. Therefore, by virtue of hisspirited counterattack, Carmody
had met and overcome a considerable spiritual risk.

"You talk well," Karmod said grudgingly. "Yet | will have my Prize."

"You will not," Carmody said.

Karmod's eyes flashed ominously. The Clerk and the M essenger
moved quickly out of the way, and the Sweepstakes Computer muttered,
"Virtuous error is not to be punished," and quickly scuttled out of the
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Kapmon nosepuyBest 1o Kapmoni # npokasas:

— 3BaxTe, 10 MaIIFHA TOMIJIHJIACh YMHUCHE,  BH Ha IIbOMY TPYHTYETE CBOI
aprymenTH. Te, 1110 Bu otpuManu Burparii, — yke MOMHUIKA. A 3aTUIIKBIIH HOTO
co0i, B MOJIBOITE MOMUJIKY. A MOJBIlHA MOOOKHICTh, SIK BIIOMO, — BXK€ 37I0YHH.

— Xa! — Buryknys, 3aropismucsk, Kapmogi. — [Ilo6 matu aprymesT,
BU caMe MOMHUJISHHS BUJIA€TE 32 CKOEHY MOMHIIKY. Taxk O4eBHAHO, LIO
e He Tak. [lomMunka icCHye 3aBJSIKM CBOIM HacCJiJKaM — JIHIIE BOHU
HaJaloTh il 3Ha4YeHHs. [loMuiKa, 1110 HEe 30CTaBMIIA CIiAy, B3araji He
noMmmika. [loMunka, ssky MOKHa BUIPaBHUTH, — O3HAKa HETIMOOKOT
noboxHocTi. | 1 kaxy Bam: Kpalie B3arajli He MOMHUISTUCH, HIX
yaaBaTHCh A0 nmobOoxHoro nunemipcrBa! A me s Kaxy Tak:
BiIMOBHMTHCH Bij Burpamy He Taka BxKe il BeJIuMKa BTpaTa JUJIs MEHE,
00 st He 3HaIO oro HiHHocTi. Ta 1e Benuka BTpaTa s 06J1arodecTuBoi
MalmlMHHA, ObOT0 mpaBoBipHoTo Komn' rorepa, mo, BUKOHYIOUH
HECKIHYEHHUH PAI I’ ITH MINBAPAIB NPaBHIBHUX AiH, TEpIISUYE UEKaB
HaroJu BUSBUTHU CBOIO BoroMm napoBaHy HEJOCKOHANICTH!

— Cnyxaiite! Cnyxaiite! — BuryknyB Burpam. — Bpaso! Ypa! Bayuno
ckazaHo! AOCONIOTHO JIOTiYHO ¥ He3amepedHo!

Kapmogi cxpecTrB pyKH i TIOIMBUBCS Ha CIIAHTEIMYCHOTO CYTPOTUBHUKA. BiH
numascss co0or0. 3eMHiH JIonuHI 06e3 HaJeXHOI MIITOTOBKU B OyIb-IKOMY
lanaxrnanomy LleHTpi moBoAMTHCS Henerko. Bumm xkutTeBi Gopmu, 3 SKUMH
TaM JO0BOANTHCS CTHKATHCh, HE KOHYE pO3yMHIl 3a Jitofei. Po3ym cepen iHImx
pedei BAKHUTE He OUTbIIIE, HK JIOBTI Ta3ypi uu MilHi KonuTta. Ta qy>KiHIll MaroTh
111e 0araTo pe3epBHUX apryMEHTIB —1 HE TUILKH CIIOBECHUX. [ Ipe/ICTaBHUKY IETKIX
LUBLTI3ALIH, HATPHUKIIAA, MOKYTb OyKBaJIbHO BiITOBOPUTH JIFONHHI PYKY, @ TIOTIM
iIe ¥ 3aIMCKyTyBaTH HassBHICTb UM BiICYTHICTh KIHIIIBKH. 3yCTPIBILKCH i3 TAKHM,
3emui ['ymanoinu 31e0inbIina CTpakaaid Biji TIIHOOKOTO BiTUyTTS CBOET
MEHIIIOBAPTOCTI, HEMOJYrOCTi, HEBIAMOBIMHOCTI Ta Oe3inagHOCTi. A
HeOe3ITiICTaBHICTh TAKOro BIAUYTTS JIMIIIE TOMIHOMIOBaIa TICUXIYHI TPAaBMH.
Haiiuacrime ne 3aKiHuyBasiocs IOBHIM IICHXOMOTOPHHUM KOJAICOM 1 PAITHEHHSIM
ycix (pyHKIIIH, OKpiM YKCTO aBTOMAaTHYHUX. TaKi 3aXBOPIOBAaHHS MOXKHA JIIKYBaTH
xi0a 1110 3MiHMBIIM Tpupoay BceecsiTy, T0o0TO 11e HepeanbHO. OTKE, 3aBISKH
pitrydiii korTparaii KapMoni yHHK cepiio03HUX ICHXTYHUX PO3JIaiB.

— JonagHo y Bac BUXOmUTh, — Heoxoue Bu3HAB Kapmoa. — Ta Burpain
HaJIeKaTUMe MeHi.

— A Hisik!

Kapmorosi oui 3110BicHO crianaxHyii. UnHOBHHK Ta Kyp' €p IBHIEHBKO BiLIHILTH
HaOiK, a Toramnizatopuuii Komn' 1orep BUKOTHBCS 3 KIMHATH, OypMOUYYH:

— 3a HeBMHCHY MTOMUJIKY HE KaparoTh.
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room. Carmody held his ground, since he had no place to go. The
Prize whispered, " 'Ware shoals!" and shrank to a cube an inch to a
side.

A humming sound came from Karmod's ears, and a violet nimbus played
around his head. He raised his arms.and drops of molten lead ran down his
fingertips. He stepped terribly forward, and Carmody couldn't help closing his
eyes.

Nothing happened. Carmody opened his eyes again.

In that brief time Karmod had apparently reconsidered, disarmed, and was
now turning away with an affable grin.

"Upon more mature consideration,” Karmod said slyly, "l have decided to
forego my right. A little prescience goes a long way, especially in a galaxy as
disorganized as this one. We may or may not meet again, Carmaody; | do not
know which eventuality would be most to your advantage. Farewell, Carmody,
and happy traveling."

With that sinister emphasis, Karmod departed in a manner which Carmaody
found strange but effective.

PART II
WHERE ISEARTH ?

Chapter 5

"Wdl," the prize said, "that's that. | trust we have seen the last of that ugly
creature. Carmody, let us go to your home."

"An excdlent idea," Carmody said. "Messenger! | want to go home now!"

"The feding is quite normal," the Messenger said, "and also quite reality-
oriented. | would say that you should go home, and as rapidly as possible.”

"So take me home" Carmody said.

The Messenger shook his head. "That's hot my job. | am only supposed to
bring you here."

"Whosejobisit?'

"It isyour job, Carmody," the Clerk said.

Carmody experienced a sinking fedling. He was beginning to understand
why Karmod had given up so easily. He said, "L ook, fellows, | hate to impose
on you, but redly, | need some hdp.”
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Kapmoni He BigcTynuBcs, 60 BiacTynatu Oyao HIKyau.

— Crepesxucs! — mpomenotis Burpam i 3sMeHIIMBCS 10 po3MipiB KyOuka 3i
CTOPOHOIO B OAVH JIOUM.

3 Byx Kapmona mouynocsi Hu3bKe TyHiHHS, HaJl TOJI0BOIO 3aTAHIFOBAB
¢ionerouit HiMO. KapMon migHSB pyku — 3 KiIHYMKIB NasbliB CKalyBaB
PpO3IIaBlIeHU CBUHEIb. Bi 3arpo3nmBo cTynHyB yrepen, i Kapmoai mumoBoi
3aIUTIOIMB OYi.

Ta nivoro He ctanocs. Kapmosi 3HOBY pO3ILIIIOIIUB OYi.

3a mio xopoTky MuTh Kapmon, MaOyTh, nepenymaB, po330poiBes 1 Terep
MPHSA3HO [TOCMIXaBCs.

—[Ticnst 3pinux po3aymiB, —IyKaBO CKa3aB BiH, — Sl BUPIIIKUB BiIMOBUTHUCS
BiJ cBOiX mpaB. [1oku 30ymeThbest X04 MIOCh TependadeHe, MUHE JIOBTHil dac,
HAATO B Takik OesmanHii [amaxTuid, sk Hama. Moke, HaM 1€ BUNAE
3ycTpitucs, a moxe, W Hi, Kapmoni. He 3Haro, mo Oyme s Bac Kparige.
[pormrasaiite, Kapmopi, i macauBoi Bam 10pory.

3 num 35oBicHuM nobaxaHHsM Kapmox 3uuk. Crioci0 WOro 3HUKHEHHS
Kapmoni BuaaBcst AMBHUM, OTHAK €PEKTHIM.

YACTHHA 1|
KYIU?

Poszoin 5

—Och Tak, —o3BaBcs Burpaiir, — o Bchomy. CriotiBatocs, 1o MU BOCTaHHE
Oaunim 110 moTBOpy. XoxmimMo A0 Tede nonomy, Kapmoni.

— Crymma nymka, — ckazaB Kapmoni. — Kyp’epe! Terep meHi xodeTsest nonomy!

— [Ipuponne GaxxanHsi, — moroauscsi Kyp'ep, — 10 TOro *x CBiIYUTH TIPO
MpaBUIbHY OpIEHTAIII0. AJDKE BaM CJIiJl YMMIIBHUJIIIE TIOJaBATUCS J0IOMY.

— To # BimmpoBaasTe MEHE JOIOMY.

Kyp’ ep moxuTaB ronosoro.

— Ile He Most cripaBa. 1 OyB 3000B’ si3aHUM TIIBKU JONPABUTH BAC CIOMIHU.

— A 4us x TO cnpaBa?

— Bamra, Kapmogi, — ckazaB UMHOBHUK.

Kapmoi BiuyB, sSIK y HHOTO ITOXOJIOJO B KUBOTI. BiH MOYMHAB PO3yMiTH,
yomy Kapmon Tak jerko BiICTyMUBCS.

— Cnyxaiite, xsomii, — ckazaB Kapmosi, —MeHi He3py4HO Bac 00TsKYBaTH,
ane st i cpasi moTpedyto AOMOMOTH.
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"Oh, very well," the Messenger said. "Give methe coordinates and I'll take
you there mysdf."

"Coordinates? | don't know anything about that. It's a planet called Earth.”

"I don't careif it is called Green Cheese," the Messenger said. "l need to
know the coordinates if 1'm to be of any assistance.”

"But you were just there," Carmody said. "You went to Earth and brought
me here!"

"So it may have appeared to you," the Messenger explained patiently. "But
it isnot the case at al. | ssimply went to the coordinates which were given me
by the Clerk, who got them from the Sweepstakes Computer; and there you
were, and | brought you here.”

"Can't you bring me back to the same coordinates?

"I can, with the greatest of ease. But you would find nothing there. The
galaxy is not static, you know. Everything in the galaxy moves, eachthing at its
own rate and in its own manner."

"Can't you figure out from the coordinates where Earth will be now?"
Carmody asked.

"l can't even add up a column of figures," the Messenger said proudly. "My
talentsliein other directions.”

Carmody turned to the Clerk. "Then can you figure it out? Or can the
Sweepstakes Computer?”'

"I can't add very well, either,” the Clerk said.

The Computer scuttled back into the room. "I can add magnificently,” it
said. "But my function is limited to sdecting and locating the winners of the
Sweepstakes within my margin of permissible error. | have you located (you
arehere) and therefore | am forbidden the interesting theoretical job of learning
your planet's present coordinates.”

"Can't you doit just as afavor?' Carmody pleaded.

"I have no quotient for favors," the Computer replied. "I can no more find
your planet than | can fry an egg or trisect a nova."

"Can't anyone help me?' Carmody asked.
"Don't despair,” the Clerk said. "Travelers Aid can fix you up in ajiffy, and
I'll take you there mysdf. Just give them your Home Coordinates.”

"But | don't know them!" Carmody said.

There was a short, shocked silence. Then the Messenger said, "If you don't
know your own address, how do you expect anyone dse to know it? This
galaxy may not beinfinite, but it's a pretty big place all the same. Any creature
that doesn't know its own Location should never leave home."
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— JHobpe, — nom’ sixmaB Kyp'ep. — JlaBalite MeHi KoopAMHATH — 1 o
JOTPOBAJKY Bac JOIOMY.

—Koopaunatu? Ta s i He 4yB npo Take. Mos IT1aHeTa Ha3UBAETHCS 3eMIIS.

— Ilono mene, To Hexait xou 3enennii [mia. 11106 s mir cratu y npuroai —
MOTpiOHI KOOPAUHATH.

— Tax Bu Tam Oynu, — noBoaus Kapmoni. — Bu xx npubynu Ha 3emitio i
3a0payin MeHe 3Biaru!

— To BaMm Tak TiNbKH 31a€ThCs, — TepIiuisde noscHioBaB Kyp'ep. —
Hacnpagai x yce Oyno iHakmie. S mpocto ckepyBaBcsi B TOUKY, KOOPIUHATH
sikoi MeH1 1aB UMHOBHUK, a BiH oTpuMas ix Big Toranizatoproro Komn' rorepa.
Sl Bac 3HAKIIIOB i MPUBIB CEOIH.

— A BUM He MOXXeTe AONPaBUTH MEHE B Ti cami KOOPIMHATH ?

— Moy i1 myxe Jlerko, aje TaM BH HI4Oro He 3acTaHere. [ anmakTuka, 10
BaIllOr0 BiJloMa, HE CcTaTU4Ha. Y Hill BCE PyXa€ThCs — KOXKHE TLIO 31 CBOEIO
MIBUJKICTIO 13a CBOEIO TPAEKTOPIENO.

— A BH MOXeTe BUpaxyBaTH HOBI KOODAMHATH 3eMJIi?

— 41 He BMiO HaBiTh 10AAaBaTH y CTOBITYHK, — ropAo BinnosiB Kyp'ep. — Y
MeEHe iHIIIi TaTaHTH.

Kapmonui obepHyBcst 10 UnHOBHHKA:

— A Bu moxere? Un Toranizatopauit Komn'totep?

— Sl Takoxx He Maiictep AomaBatH, — BinOyBcss UNHOBHUK.

— A s IpeKkpacHO BMIIO J10AaBaTH, — cka3aB KoM’ 1oTep, yKOuyIOuuCh 10
kiMHaTH. — Ta Moi QyHKIIiT 00MeKeHi BiOOpOM IIacauBIliB y TorasizaTopi Ta
MOLIYKOM iXHBOTO TiepeOyBaHHS B MEXKaX JIOMyCTHMOI MOXHOKHU. S 3HAHIIOB
Bac — BH TyT. ToMy, BIlacHe, MeHi i He MOYKHa OpaTHCs 3a [iKaBy TEOPETHYHY
npobiieMy 3’ sICyBaHHSI HOBUX KOOPJIMHATIB BAIIOl MJIAHETH.

— A BY MOXeTe 00paxyBaTH, MPOCTO 3ACKABUBIIIMCH JI0 MeHe?—MoiB Kapmori.

— Ha nacky s ne 3anporpamoBanuii, — Binnosis Komm' totep. — Llykatn
Ballly MJaHETy JJisi MEeHEe BCE OJHO, IO CMaKUTH SE€YHIO a0o0 X maTpaTu
HAJHOBY 30pSIHY TYMaHHICTb.

— XTOCh MOX€E MEHi JJOTIOMOI'TH ?

— He Bnamaiite y Biquaii, — noaas roiaoc Yunnosuuk. — Cinyx0a Jlomomoru
ManzapiBHUKaM yce BiIaJHA€E 3a OAHY MUTh. 1 caM Bac JOMpAaBIIO TYIH.
[agaiite koopauHatu Bamoro Jlomy.

— Tax s ix He 3HaIO!

3anana KopoTka po3ry6ieHa MoBuaHka. Ii mopymms Kyp'ep:

— XTO X TOAI Ma€ 3HATH Ballly apecy, KO BH caMi ii He 3HaeTe? Hama
lanakTuka, Moxe, i He Oe3MexHa, Ta BCE K, Xail TaM sIK, JOCHTH BEIUKA.
Icrota, 1110 He 3HA€ CBOET apecH, He TOBUHHA MOKHUIATH JIOMIBKH.
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Chapter 5

"I didn't know that at the time," Carmody said.

"You might have asked."

"l didn't think of it. . . . Look, you haveto help me. It can't betoo difficult to
find out where my planet is."

"It's incredibly difficult," the Clerk told him. " "Wheré€ is only one of the
three coordinates that are needed."

"What are the other two?"'

"We also need to know 'When' and 'Which." We call them the three W's of
Location."

"l don't care if you call them Green Cheese," Carmody said in a sudden
burst of anger. "How do other life-forms find their way home?"

"They utilize their inherent homing instinct,” the Messenger said. "Areyou
sure you don't have one, by the way?"

"l don't think so," Carmody said.

"Of coursehedoesn't haveahoming instinct!" the Prize burst out indignantly.
"The fellow's never been off his home planet! How would he develop a homing
instinct?"

"True enough,” the Clerk said, and rubbed his face wearily. "This is what
comes of dealing with lower life-forms. Damn that computer and his pious
erors!"

"Only oneinfivebillion," the Computer said. "Surdly that's not asking very
much."

"No one's blaming you," the Clerk said. "No one's blaming anyone, as a
matter of fact. But we still have to figure out what to do with him."

"It's a heavy responsibility,” the Messenger said.

"It certainly is," the Clerk agreed. "What do you say weKkill him and forget
the whole thing."

"Hey!" Carmody cried.

"It's OK with me" the Messenger said.

"If it's OK with you felows," the Computer said, "then it's OK with me."

"Count me out," the Prize said. "I can't put my finger on it at the moment,
but there's something wrong with the whole idea.”

Carmody made several vehement statements to the effect that he did not
want to die and ought not to be killed. He appealed to their better instincts and
their sense of fair play. These remarks were judged tendentious and were
stricken from the record.

"Wait, | haveit!" the Messenger said suddenly. "As an alternate solution,
what about this? Let's not kill him; let's help him, in utter sincerity and to the
best of our abilities, to return to his home alive and in good health both mental
and physical."
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Po3zoin 5

— AJte Tozl g LILOrO HE 3HAB.

— Mornu 6 3anuTaTH.

—MeHi i Ha 1yMKY He criafaiio... CityxaiTe, B MOBHHHI JIOTIOMOT'TH MEHI.
Hepke Tak BaKKO Ai3HATHCS, KyAU TEpeMicCTHUIACh MOs TJIaHeTa?

— HelimoBipHO Baxkko, — ckazaB UnHoBHHK. —“ Kynu” —nuine ofHa 3 Tphox
MOTPIOHMX KOOPIMHAT.

— A gxi e nB8i?

— Hawm cnig me 3uatu “Konu” i “Korpa”. Mu nasusaemo ix “Tpu K”
TUTaHETH.

— Haszusaiite xou 3enenum [momom, — pantom mpopsano Kapmoni. — Sk
1HII KUTTEBI POPMH 3HAXOAATH CBill IUTAX JOIOMY?

— Im nonomarae cnajxoBuii iHCTHHKT HOMiBKH, — oscHuB Kyp’ep. — Jlo
pedi, BU MeBHi, 110 y Bac Horo Hemae?

— He nymatro, — Bignosis Kapmopi.

— 3BiKM Y HBOTO IHCTHHKT JOMIBKU? — 00ypuBcs Burpam. — Xiormnenp
HIKOJTM HE TIOKUJIAB PiHOI IUTaHeTH. SIKUM YMHOM BiH MIT PO3BUHYTH IHCTUHKT
JIOMIBKH ?

— 1 e npaBaa, — moroauBcss YNHOBHUK 1 BTOMIICHO BUTEp 00muu4s. — Ot
o OyBae, KOJM MA€EMI CIPaBy 3 HIDKYMMH JKUTTEBUMHU Gopmamu. Yoptu 6
yxonuiu Toii Komn’ rotep 3 H0ro moOoKHUMH MTOMUJIKaMu!

—Tinbko oHa Ha I’ ATh MUTBAPIIB, — Haraaae Komm' torep. — [1eBHe, 1ie He
TaK yxe i 6araro.

— Hixto BaM He fopikae, —3iTxHyB UnHOBHUK. — HixTO, 3periToro, HikoMy
He gopikae. Ta HaM cITif BUPIMIKUTH, 0 POOUTH 3 HUM.

— Lle BenuKka BiAMoBinaNbHICTh, — 3ayBaxkuB Kyp’ep.

— 3BHYaiiHO, BeIHMKA, — MOroguscd UMHOBHUK. — A AK BH Ha Te, 1100
MOPIIIUTH HOT0 ¥ MaTh CIIOKIH ?

— I'eit! — xpuxnyB Kapmoni.

— 4 e mpotu, — ckazaB Kyp’ep.

— Komnu Bu, xJ1011111, HE MPOTH, TO 1 5 33, — IpH€eTHABC KoMt roTep.

— Tinpku 0e3 MeHe, — BigMexkyBaBcs Burpam. — 1 He marw mpaBa
BTPYyYaTucs, Ta MIOCh TYT HErapasj y camiii KOHIETIIii.

Kapmoni Buronocus 3amnajibHy IpOMOBY, 00OCTOIOIOUH CBOIO HEXITh yMHUPAaTH
1 3aMepeuyro4y MpaBo iHIIMX youBatH ioro. Bin OnaraB B iM’ s HAMCBSTIIIIOTO
Ta 3BEpTaBCS JI0 IXHBOTO HOUYTTS CIIPABEUIMBOCTI. Moro 3asBy 3acymumm sx
TEHJICHIIIAHY 1 3 TIPOTOKOJTY BUKPECIIHIIH .

— CrpuBaiite! — HecrioniBaHo cka3aB Kyp'ep. — [llo Bu ckakere Ha Taky
ansTepHATUBHY Nporo3ulliro? [laBaiite iioro BOMBaTu He OyneMo, a Bill UPOro
cepusl i CKUTBKM CHAru HaMm CTaHe JOMOMOKEMO HOMY BEPHYTHCS JIOJOMY
YKUBHM 1 37I0pOBUM TICUXI14HO 1 Ppi3U9HO.
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Chapter 6

"It'sathought,” the Clerk admitted.

"In that way," the Messenger said, "we can perform an exemplary action of
the greatest merit, all the more noteworthy becauseit will be utterly futile. For
obviously, hewill probably bekilled in the course of thetrip anyhow."

"Wed better get on with it," the Clerk said. "Unless we want him to get
killed while were talking."

"What is thisall about?' Carmody asked.

"I'll explain everything later," the Prize whispered to him. "Assuming that
thereisalater. And, if we havetime, I'll alsotell you a rather fascinating story
about mysdf."

"Get ready, Carmody!" the Messenger called out.

"I'mready," Carmody said. "I hope."

"Ready or not, hereyou go!"

And he went.

Chapter 6

Perhaps for the first time in the history of the human race, a man actually
and literally split a scene.

From Carmody's point of view, he didn't move at all; it was everything dse
that moved. The Messenger and the Clerk meted into the background. The
Galactic Center went flat and took on an unmistakable resemblanceto alarge,
poorly executed mural.

Then a crack appeared in the upper Ieft-hand corner of the mural, widened
and lengthened, and raced down to the lower right-hand corner. The edges
curled back, revealing utter blackness. The mural, or Galactic Center, rolled
itsdf up like two windowshades and left not a wrack behind.

"Don't worry, they do it with mirrors,”" the Prize whispered to him.

The explanation worried Carmody more than the occurrence. But he kept a
tight control on himsdf and a somewhat tighter control onthe Prize. The blackness
became complete and utter, soundless and sightless, a paradigm of deep space
Carmody endured it for aslong as it lasted, which was incomprehensible

Then, abruptly, the scene resolved. He was standing on ground breathing
air. He could see barren mountains the color of white bone and a river of
frozen lava. A faint, stagnant breeze blew in his face. Overhead there were
three tiny red suns.

This place seemed more immediately alien than the Galactic Center; still, it
was a relief to Carmody. He had encountered places like this in dreams; but
the Galactic Center was the stuff of nightmares.
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Po3zoin 6

—Uynoso! —Bu3HaB UNHOBHUK.

—Omxe, —BiB nami Kyp’ ep, —Mu 311iiiCHUMO TiTHUIT aKT BHCOKOT'O MIJIOCEPIS,
HEOIIIHEHHOTO BX€e THM, 1[0 KOPHCTi 3 HhOTro He Oyae Hiskoi. bo, MaOyTs, 1o
JIOPO3i IIbOT'0 XJIOMIIS OTHAKOBO BO' FOTH.

— Mepuiii 10 poboTH, —3anponoHyBaB UMHOBHHK, — SIKIIIO MH HE XOUEMO,
1100 HOT0 MOPIMIMIIK LI i/l Yac HAamIoi pO3MOBH.

— [Ipo mio #ixerscsa? — 3anuraB Kapmogi.

—3roz0M foBifaemics, — nporrenotiB Burpari. — SIkio B3aran MaTUMEI
Te “3romom”. A koiu Oyzie 4ac, s 1ie PO3IMOBIM TOOI IIKaBYIILy iCTOPIIO TIPO
cebe.

— Ilpuroryiitecs, Kapmoni, — monepenus Kyp’ ep.

— 51, 3maetbes, roToBUiA, — ckazaB Kapmogi.

—lotoBwii un Hi — pymaii!

[ Kapmoni Bupymus.

Po3zoin 6

Ma0yThb, BIEpIiIe 32 BCIO ICTOPIFO JIFOJCTBA JIFOJMHA BOICTUHY i OYKBaJIbHO
PO3ALINIA CLIEHY.

Kapmoni 3maBasocs, o cam BiH HE pyXa€eThCsl — pPyXa€eThCsl BCE HABKPYTH.
Kyp’ ep i UnHOBHUK po3TaHyJIK Ha 33 JHOMY TUTaHi. ["anakTuunuii LleHTp cras
TUTACKKM 1 JIy’)Ke CKHJABCSI Ha MOXallleM HaMma3ioKaHy BEIUKY TeaTpalibHy
JICKOPALIit0.

Bigrak B ii 1iBOMY KyTi 3’ SBUJIACH TPIIIMHA, 1110, PO3IIHUPIOIOYHUCH, TOIMOB3J1a
KOCO BHH3 J0 TpaBoro kyra. Kpai 3arnynucs, BiAKpUBaroud HEMPOITISIHY
niTeMy. | nekoparist, Bona > [anakruunuii LienTp, 3ropHynach y JBa pyJioHH,
BiJ] IKMX MOTIM HE JINIIUAIOCH # CITify.

— He TpuBocs, e eekT 3 q3epkanaMu, — menHyB oMy Burpam.

[Mosicnenns crpuBoxknino Kapmoai nyxue, Hixk cama mofist. Ta BiH 3 yciei
CHJTM HaMaraBcsi TPUMATHCh, a 1Ie MillHille TpuMaB y pykax Burpamr. [Titbma
Oyya I[iJIKOBHTA, KPOMIIIHS, 0€33ry4Ha 1 HEMpOMIsIHa — JOCTOTY JAJICKUi
kocMmoc. SAxkumock nuBom Kapmoni 30epir camoBiaiaHHs.

[Torim ciieHa panToM ocBiTHiacsi 3HOBY. BiH CTOSB Ha TBepii ¥ AuxaB
noBiTpsM. [TobaumB romi ckemi, CX0XkKi Ha 00TpHU3€eHi KiCTKH, 1 piKy CKpHKaH1IOo1
naBu. Jlerenbkuii 3actosiHuil Jerit oOBiBaB obnuyus. Hajg romoBoro Bucinu
TpH MaJIeHbKi YepBOH1 COHIIS.

UyxnHa BiguyBanacs mie ayxde, Hix y ['anaktaunomy LlenTpi, Ta Bce xk
Kapmopi 3iTXHYB MOJErmeHo: Bee TyT HaraayBajio MUPHI CHH, a LleHTp HanexaB
710 PO3psAY HIYHUX KOIIMApiB.
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Chapter 6

With a sudden start he realized that the Prize was no longer in his hand.
How could he have midaid it? Helooked around frantically, and found a small
green garter snake curled around his neck.

"It's me" it said. "I'm your Prize. | am merdy in a different shape. Form,
you see, isafunction of total environment, and we prizes are peculiarly sensitive
to environmental influences. You mustn't let it alarm you. I'm still with you,
keed, and together we will free Mexico from the sullen foreigner's hand of the
dandy Maximilian."

"Huh?'

"Analogize!" the Prize demanded. "You see, Doctor, despite our high
intelligence, we Prizes have no language of our own. Nor do we have any
need of an individual tongue, since we are always being awarded to various
aliens. Solving the talk-problemis quite simple, but sometimes disconcerting; |
merdy run a tap-line into your association bank and draw out what words |
need to make my meaning clear. Have my words made my meaning clear?’

"Nothing is very clear," Carmody confessed. "But | think | understand.”

"Good bhoy," the Prize said. "The concepts may get a little jangled from
timeto time, but you will inevitably decipher them. After all, they are yours. |
have a rather amusing story to tel in that regard, but | fear it must wait.
Something is about to happen too quickly.”

"What? What isit?'

"Carmody, mon vieux, thereis not time to explain all. There may not even be
time to explain what you absolutdy must know in order to maintain the operation
of your life. The Clerk and the Messenger have very kindly sent you—"

"Those murderous bastards!" Carmody said.

"You must not condemn murder so lightly," the Prize said reprovingly.
"It bespeaks a careless nature. | remember a pertinent dithyramb to that
effect, which I will recite later. Where was 17? Oh yes, the Clerk and the
Messenger. At considerable personal expense, those two worthies have
sent you to the one place in Galaxy where you may—just possibly—be
helped. They didn't haveto do it, you know. They could have killed you on
the spot for future crimes; or they could have shipped you to your planet's
last known location, where it most assuredly is not now. Or they could
have extrapolated its most likely present location and sent you there. But
since they are poor extrapolators, the results of that would have been very
bad indeed, in all likelihood. So you see—"

"Where am |7 Carmody asked, "and what is supposed to happen here?!

"l was coming to that," the Prize said. "The planet is called Lursis, as is
probably evident. It has only asingleinhabitant—theautochthonous M dichrone,
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Po3zoin 6

3 pantoBuM octpaxoMm Kapmoni cmoxommBes, 110 B pykax y HbOTO HeMa
Burpama. Kynu x Bin mir noaituca? Kapmoni po3ryoneHo po33upHyBes i
panToM BiuyB, 10 HABKOJIO HOro Ui OOBUBCS MaJICHBKUI 3€JICHUI BYXK.

— e s, — cka3aB Byx, — TBili Burpam. [IpocTo B iHIIIH Moa00I.
dopma, O6auwii, € QyHKIIIEO cepeIOBHINA, @ MU, BUTpaAIlli, HaJ3BUYAHHO
YyTIAUBI A0 cepegoBumia. Tak mo He mepeimalics, TUT-TUH-KO. 5 3
T00010. MU 11€ pa3oM 3BUTBHIMO MeKciky Bif 3a0poau Makcuminiana.

— lo-0-07?

— lyxkait ananoriit! —nopaaus Burpami. — Po3ymiern, 1okTope, monpu BCro
IMOMHY HAIIOTO iHTEIEKTY MH, BUTPAILl, He MaEMO CBOEI MOBH. Ta i HaBiIo
HaM CBOsS MoBa? Bce 0HO HAaC poO3NAlOTh YCAKUM 4dyKHHISIM. [Ipobiema
BUPILIYETHCS MPOCTO, X04a JIEKOIU TPAIJISIOTHCS HEOPO3yMiHHS. MeHi TocuTh
MPONTHUCS HEBOJIOM IO TBOEMY OaHKY acollialliid, i 1 BUTSTYIO 3BiJTH CJIOBA,
noTpiOHI A7 BUKIaay Moel IyMKH. To siK, MO CJI0Ba TIPOSICHHUITH TyMKY ?

— He nyxe, — npusnascs Kapmoni. — Ta, ranato, st BTIMHB.

—Po3ymHuk, —nioxBanuB Burpaui. —JleKonu MoHATTS MOXYTh BU1aBaTUCA
TyMaHHUMH, aji¢ TH HEOAMIHHO JOKOMAEMICS J0 CyTi. 3pelTol0, BOHU X
HaJlexaTh TOO1. 3 I[Oro MPUBOAY 51 O PO3MOBIB TOOI KyMEAHY icTopifo, Ta
Oorocs, BOHa He Ha 4Yaci. 37a€ThCs, OT-0T MOCh TPATUTHCS.

— Ilo? Illo came?

— Kapmojti, mon vieux , He yac [yt osSiCHeHb. MOJKe cTaTHCs, 110 HaBiTh
He OyJie Yacy MOSICHUTH T€, 1110 TH HEOJMIHHO TIOBUHEH 3HATH, a0U )KUTH JIaJIi.
Uunosnuk i Kyp' ep Benbmu 100’ 1300 nocnainu tebe. ..

— Kusri BOuBLi! — He ctpumascst Kapmoni.

— He ocymxkyii yOMBCTBO Tak JIETKOBa)KHO, — JOPikKHYB Burpam. — Lle
BHKpUBa€e HepbamicTh Hatypu. [Ipuraayro Ha 1o Temy gopednuii qudipamo,
npounTtaro misHime. Ha domy s cniunuBcs? Ara, YnnoBnuk i Kyp’ep. Ilin
BEJIMUE3HY BIAMOBIAAILHICTD Ti JIBa JIOCTOWHUKH MOCTIAIN TeOE B OJTHE MICIIe
B [amakruiti, Jie TOOI, IIJIKOM IMOBIPHO, MOXKYTh JIOTIOMOI'TH. AJDKE TH 3HAEII,
1110 [1€ HE BXOAWIO B iXH1 000B’ A3k1. BOHM MOIIH ITOKIHYUTH 3 TOOOKO Ha MICII]
3a MaiOyTHI 3JI04MHU ab0 X BIAMPABUTH B OCTAHHE BiJOME IM Miclle
niepeOyBaHHs TBOET IJIAHETH, Jie ii, EBHE, BXKE W CIIiAy Hema. AGO K MOTJIH
o0paxyBaty MicIie il HaliMOBipHiIoro nepeOyBaHHs HUHI 1 ociaT Tede TYAu.
A OCKUTbKM MaTeMaTHKH 3 HUX HIKYIHWIIHI, TO pe3y/lbTaTH, MaOyTh, Oynu O
nyke HaOmmkeHi. Tak 1110, Oauuil...

— e s tenep? — ypBaB Kapmoni. — [ mo Tyt mae cratucs?

— 4 came 30upaBcsl cKa3aTH, — 3aclokoiB Horo Burpam. — L muianera,
SKIIO0 HEe TOMUJISIFocs, HazuBaeThest JIypeic, ceoro [IpuBadmusa. Ha Hiit Tibku
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Chapter 6

who has been here as long as anyone can remember, and will be here as long
asanyonecan project. Mdichroneissui generisin spades and with avengeance.
As an autochthone heisinimitable; as arace heis ubiquitous; as an individual
heis different. Of him it has been written:

‘Lo, thelondly eponymous hero,
mating himsaf with himsdf
whilefurioudy himsdlf resists
theangry ondaught of himself!"

"Damn you," Carmody shouted, "you're talking away like a Senate
subcommittee but you're not saying anything!"

"That's because I'm flustered,” the Prize said, with a noticeable whine.
"Great Scott, man, d'yethink | bargained for anything likethis? 1'm shook, man,
I'm real shook, believe you me, and I'm only trying to explicate because, if |
don't put my hand to thehelm, thiswholedamned ball of wax will comecrashing
down like a house of kurds."

"Cards," Carmody corrected absentmindedly.

"Kurds!" the Prize screamed at him. "Man, have you ever seen a house of
kurds come tumbling down? Well, | have, and it's not a pretty sight.”

"It sounds like a whey-out spectacle," Carmody said, and giggled
immoderately.

"Get hold of yoursdf!" the Prize whispered with sudden urgency. "Integrate!
Perform the pause that refreshes! Hitch your thalamus to a star! For now it
comes, even Mdichrone!”

Carmody found himsdf strangely calm. He looked out over the twisted
landscape and saw nothing that he had not seen before.

"Where is he?' he asked the Prize.

"Mélichrone is evolving in order to be able to speak to you. Answer him
boldly but with tact. Do not make any referenceto his disability; that will only
get him angry. Be sure—"

"What disability?"

"Besurethat you remember his onelimitation. And above all, when he asks
his Question, answer it with extreme care.”

"Wait!" Carmody said. "All you've doneis to confuse me! What disability?
What limitation? And what will his Question be?"'

"Stop nagging at me!" the Prize said. "I cannot abideit! And now | can retain
consciousness no longer. | have ddayed my hibernation unbearably, and al for
your sake. So long, keed, and don't let them sdl you any wooden centrifuges.”

And with that, the garter snake adjusted his cails, put his tail in his mouth
and went to sleep.
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OIMH MemKaHelb — MenixpoH CHokoHBiUHUI. BiH XHBe TyT CHOKOHBIKY i
KUTHME JIOBIIIE, HhK MO>KHA cO01 ysiBUTH. MemixpoH — caM co0i, Tak O MOBHTH,
uap i cynas. BiH HemoBTOpHMIA y CBOil CTOKOHBIYHOCTI, BCIOMMCYIINH 32 CBOEIO
MPUPOJIOI0, MHOTONMKHUH sIK iHMBi. Lle mpo Hhoro HanmmcaHo:

Ocb BiH, CAMOTHIH CJTaBETHUI repoii.
Benryro TisbKy 3 c00010 BiH piBHS,
B OuTBaX 3aTATHX KHUTTS 3aXHUINAE,
Hamamaroun cam Ha ceOe.

— A mo6 T06i! — He crepniB Kapmoni. — Menein, sk 1iijia ceHaTChKa
miKoMicist, 1 HiIKOTo rTy3y!

—Ile Bix po3uyieHHs, — CKa3aB, TYUYHO CXJIMIHYBIIH, Burpamr. — Ore Tak,
YOJIOBIYEe, TH TaJa€ll, s HA TaKe CHoJiBaBcsa? S 3BOpYyIIEHUI, JOOBiue, S
CIIpaB]Ii 3BOPYLICHUH, TOBIp, 1 HAMATrarocs 3pO3yMITH YOMY, 00 SIKIIO s HE BI3bMY
JI0 PYK CT€PHA, TO YBECh IIeH KIIATUI TaJiall CJIOHOBOI MJIOCTI 3amaieThCs, K
KabaykoBa XaTKa.

— KaprkoBa, — aBToMatnyHo nonpasus Kapmori.

— KaGaukoBa! — npukpuknyB Ha HbOro Burpam. — Tu konuck 6a4yuB, sK
najgae kabadykoBa xaTka? A s 0a4rB — BUAMBO HE 3 MPHEMHHUX.

— 3ByunTh, AK I AHKA 3 MacJsiHKH, — 00BKHYB Kapmoni i HeCKpoMHO
3aXUXUKaB.

— [Ipununu! — 3 nputrckom npocudas Burpam. —3ocepenscst! 36epucs 3
nymkamu! [Tiarotyit cBoi cipi KiIiTHHH A0 3ycTpiui i3 cBiTHIOM! Bo Tpsine Bin
— cripaBeyIMBUi MenixpoH!

Kapmoni BiquyB cebe Ha qUBO CHIOKiHMM. BiH molrykaB ounma 1o HepiBHii
MICLIMHI Ta HE IPUMITHB HIYOT'0 HOBOTO.

— Jle Bin? — 3anutaB Kapmoni y Burpama.

— MenixpoH YTITIOETbCS, 100 MaTH MOXKIIMBICTH PO3MOBIISITH 3 TOOOIO.
Bignosinaii iomy cmimBo, ane aenikatao. Kpuit boxke HaTsSKHYTH Ha ¥Horo
kaminTso. Lle poscepants Horo. [lam’ araii...

— IIlo 3a kaminTBO?

—Ilam’ sTaii mpo #oro enuHMi radpK. Ta HacamIepen, KOiH BiH TOCTaBUTh
CBO€E 3anuTaHHsl, BiAMIOBiAal Ha HEOTO TyKe 00EPEekKHO.

— CrpuBaii! — 3H0BY mepebuB Kapmoni. — Tu xovem 30uTH MeHe 3
nanTenuky! Ske kaminreo? SAkuit ranmpk? [ sike 3anuTaHHS BiH TOCTaBUTH?

— He npucikyiicst! Tepmitu nporo He Moxy! — ckazaB Burpamr. — A temnep s
CIIaTh X049y —BMUpalo. S i Tak yxe 3aTsrHyB i3 CIUBTYKOIO, 10 JJaii HIKY/IH, a Bce
3apaau Tede. Bysaii, xmomunky. [TunbryH, 11100 T0O1 HE BCYHYIH A€peB’ sHY Mid.

3 IMMU CIIOBaMU 3€JIEHHH BYXX YMOCTUBCS 3pYUHillle, 3aCyHYB XBOCTHK Y
POT 1 3aCHYB.
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Chapter 7

"You damned cop-out artist," Carmody fumed. "Call yoursdf aPrize? Like
pennies on a dead man's eyes, that's the kind of Prize you are."

But the Prizewas adegp and unableor unwilling to hear Carmody'sinvective.
And therereally was no time for that sort of thing, becausein the next moment
the barren mountain to Carmody's |&ft turned into a raging volcano.

Chapter 7

Thevolcanoraged and fumed, spit gouts of flameand hurled dazzling fireballs
into the black sky. It exploded into a million incandescent fragments, and then
each fragment split again, and again, until the skies werelighted with glory and
the three little suns had gone pale.

"Boy!" Carmody said.

It waslike a Mexican fireworks display in Chapultepec Park on Easter, and
Carmody was sincerdly impressed.

Even as hewatched, the glowing fragments el to earth and were extinguished
in an ocean that formed to recaive them. Multicolored streamers of smoke twisted
and writhed around each other, and the degp waters hissed and turned into steam,
which rosein strangdly sculptured clouds and then dissolved into rain.

"Hooee!" Carmody cried.

Therain fdl dantingly, and there arose a wind which callected the descending
waters and wove them together until wind and rain had intermingled and formed a
vast tornado. Thick-trunked, black with silvery reflections, the tornado advanced
upon Carmody to the rhythmic accompaniment of deafening thunderclaps.

"Enough already!" Carmody shrieked.

When it had marched almost to his feet, the tornado dissolved, the wind and
rain rushed skywards, the thunder diminished to an ominous rumble. A sound
of bugles and psalteries could then be heard, and also the wail of bagpipes and
the sweet moan of harps. Higher and higher the instruments pealed, a song of
celebration and welcome not unlike the musical accompaniment to a really
high-budget MGM historical movie in Cinemascope and Todd-AO, but better.
And then there was a last burst of sound, light, color, movement, and various
other things, and then there was silence.

Carmody had closed his eyes at the very end. He opened them now, just in
time to see the sound, light color, movement, and various other things, turninto
the heroic naked form of a man.

"Helo," the man said. "I'm Mdichrone. How did you like my entrance?'

"I was overwhdmed," Carmody said in al sincerity.
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Pozoin 7

— HemmacHuit mansip-masuio, — kumt’ situBest Kapmoni. — e # Burpamiem
HaszuBaeThes! T Takuit camuii Burpar, sik ' sTaky Ha o4ax Mepis.

Ta Burpam yxe criaB i He Mir 4Yi He XOTiB 4yTH Jiaiiky Kapmogai. Brim,
Jacy Ha Ie Bke i He Oyno, 60 HacTyImHOi MUTI Jinca ropa JiBopyd Bia Kapmoni
obepHyrnacs Ha po30ypXaHHii ByJIKaH.

Poszoin 7

Bynkan HecaMOBUTIB 1 AUMIB, BUTUTLOBYFOUYH 3TYCTKH TTOITYM S 1 )KOYpIISIFOUr
B YopHe HeDO CITilmydi BOTHSIHI KyTi, BHOyXaB MiTbIHOHaMH pPO3KAPEHUX YIIaMKiB,
a KOKEH yJIaMOK pO3CHIIaBCS 3HOB 1 3HOB, XK MOKU HEOO ocsisiia 3arpaea, a
TPH MaJICHbKI COHEYKa MOOTiIH .

— Oro! — BupBaznoce y Kapmopi.

Le ckupanocs Ha MEKCIKaHCHKHI (eiiepBepk y mapKy Yamynbrenek Ha
Benuknens, i Kapmozi OyB BpaxxeHHit 10 TIIMOMHU TYII.

Chiryyi Opuiy BITajI Ha 3eMITHO, 1 TX ITOracHB OKeaH, 110 JUIsl TOTO H 3’ SBUBCSL.
BapBucTi macma iuMy CKpy4yBajHCh i CIITITaIHCs MK 00010, a TITHOOK] BOIN
3aCHYalTH 1 CTaJIM IApOI0, 110 3HSUIAcs Bropy JMBOBIKHUME XMapaMH, 3pUHYBIIN
MOTIM JIOIIEM.

— V¥x! — He crpumancs Kapmoni.

Jlonil ma1aB HaBCKICHE, Ta parToM 3HSIBCS BITEP, 1110 M1IXOMHUB BOJH 1 CILIIB
ix y BeneTeHchbkui cMepy. YopHui i3 cpiOisicTiMu BinOIrcKaMu cMepd pyLInB
CBOIM TpyOe3HHM CTOBOYpoM 10 Kapmoi 1mii puTMIYHUIA CYITPOBi/] ONTYIIUTHBHX
yZapiB rpomy.

— loni! — 3anementyBaB Kapmoni.

Habmu3uBmmce maii>ke BIPUTYIT, CMEpY PO3CHUTIABCS, BiTEP 1 IO HIyTOHYIIN
B HeDO, TpiM yraMmyBaBcs JI0 37I0BiCHOTO r'ypKoTy. [1oTiM HEMOB 3arpaiiu cypmH,
3acIiBasy TICajMiB, 3aBUJIM BOJMHKH i HIXKHO cTOrHaiu apdu. [HCTpyMeHTH
3By4ald Bce TOHIIE W TOHINE, MEJOJisl TopxecTBa U Tpiymdy Haragysaia
OyHIIOYHWH CYNPOBiA A0 TUTPIB ICTOPUUHOI KiHOENomnei BUPOOHUIITBA CTYIil
Mertpo lonaein Maiiep y Cinemarockoni Ha Toma-AO, xoua Oyna Habarato
srpaiinima. HapemTi BigmyHaB octaHHiii BUOyX 3BYKiB, CBiTJIa, OapB, pyXy Ta
BCUIAKOTO iHIIOr0. 3amnala THIIA.

[Mixg ¢inaneHi akopau Kapmosi 3armumonue o4i, Ta pO3IUIIOIIMB 1X came
BYACHO. 3BYKH, CBITJIO, 0apBH, PyX Ta BCUISKE IHIIIE TEPETBOPUIIUCS HA AHTUUHY
OTOJIEHY I1OCTaTh.

— Biraro! —nmpomoBuia ocrathk. — 51 Menixpos. Ik Bam crioio0aBcs Miii BUXii?

— S nmpuronomiienuii, —npusHaBcs KapMoni Bi muporo cepiis.
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Chapter 7

"Wereyou really?' Mdichroneasked. "1 mean, really overwhdmed?1 mean,
more than just impressed? The truth now, and don't spare my fedings."

"Redlly," Carmody said, "l was really overwhelmed."

"Well, that's awfully nice,” Mdichrone said. "What you saw was a little
Introduction to Mysdf that | worked out quite recently. | think—I really do
think —that it says something about me, don't you?"

"It sure does!" Carmody said. He was trying to see what Melichrone looked
like; but the heroic figurein front of him was jet black, perfectly proportioned,
and featurdess. The only distinguishing characteristic was the voice, which
was refined, anxious, and a little whiney.

"It'sall absurd, of course” Mdichronesaid. "I mean, having abigintroduction
for onesdf and all. But yet, it is my planet. And if one can't show off a bit on
one's own planet, where can one show off? Eh?"

"There's no arguing that," Carmody said.

"Do you really think so?' Mdichrone asked.

"I honestly do meanitin all sincerity," Carmody said.

Mélichrone brooded for a while over that, then said abruptly, "Thank you. |
likeyou. You are an intdligent, sensitive creature and you are not afraid to say
what you mean."

"Thank you," Carmody said.

"No, | really meanit."

"Wl then, | redlly thank you," Carmody said, trying to keep a faint note of
desperation out of his voice.

"And I'm glad you came," Mdichrone said. "Do you know, | am a very
intuitive creature (I pride mysdf on that) and | think that you can help me."

It was on the tip of Carmody's tongue to say that he had come to ask help
rather than to giveit, and that furthermore, hewasin no position to help anyone,
being unable to assist himsdf in so fundamental a task as finding his way
home. But he decided against saying anything at the moment for fear of
offending Mdlichrone.

"My problem," Mdichronesaid, "isinherent in my situation. And my situation
is unique, awesome, strange, and meaningful. You have heard, perhaps, that
thisentire planet ismine; but it goes much further than that. | amtheonly living
thing which can live here. Others have tried, settlements have been formed,
animals have been turned loose and plants have been planted. All with my
approval, of course, and all in vain. Without exception, all matter alien to this
planet has fallen to a thin dust which my winds eventually blow out to deep
space. What do you think of that?"

"Strange," Carmody said.
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Poszoin 7

—Cnpasni?—nepenuTtaB MenixpoH. — Sl muTato: BU CripaB/ii MPUTOIOMIIIEH ?
He npocto Bpakeni? Kaxitb npaBay i He MKOAYHTE MOTO caMoI00CTBa.

— [Ipucsratocs! —norBepaus Kapmoni. — 51 cnpaBzi mpUroinoMmeHuii.

— T'apasa, ue uynoBo, — ckazaB MemixpoH. — Bu 0aunnu HeBenUUKY
MpentoAio 10 MeHe. S coTBopHB ii 30BCiM HenmaBHO. ['afaro, — s cripaBli Tak
raziaio, — IIl0 BOHa MIOCh TOBOPUTH Ipo MeHe, mpaBna?

— lIupa npaBna! — ckazaB Kapmoyi.

Bin HamaraBcs mpurajiaTe, KOro HaraJgyBaB MenixXpoH, Ta YopHa araroBa
MocTaTh Teposl Maja ifieasibHI MPONOPIii 1 HE Masia IHAUBIAYyaJlbHUX pUC.
BupizHsBCS TUIBKH TOJIOC — YMCTHHA, 3aHEMOKOEHHH TPOXH 1 TPOXH TIAKCHBUH.

— Bcee 1ie, 3Buuaiino, HemopeuHe, — BiB gaimi MenixpoH. — S mMaro Ha yBasi
TpaHJIi03HMIA BCTYI JI0 ce0e caMoro i Take iHire. Ta Bce-Taku s Ha CBOIH IJIaHeTi.
A KOITM HE TIOXM3YBATHCS Ha CBOIH BIIACHIH TUIAHETI, TO /€ 3K TOJI XU3yBaTHCS ?

— Bbesnepeuno, — noronuscst Kapmoni.

— Bu cripaBji Tak BBaxaeTe? — MOIIKaBUBCS MemixpoH.

— Ilinkom BigBepTO 1 mUpo, — 3aneBHUB Kapmori.

MenixpoH Ha SKyCh MUTb 3aMHUCIIHBCSI, a BiATAK yPHBYACTO POMOBUB:

— Jlsaxyro Bam. Bu meHi nogobaerech. Bu posymHa, dyiiHa JrofquHa i He
Ooirecst BUKa3yBaTH CBOI JYMKH BTOJIOC.

— JIsikyro BaM.

—Hi, 51 # cipaBni Tak gymato.

—Tapa3sn, a st cipaBi BaM yAssuHMiA, — noTBepAnB Kapmori, Hamararouuch
MPUIIYLINTH Y CBOEMY TOJIOCI JIeAh IOMITHY HOTKY PO3ApaTyBaHHS.

— Paqwii, mo Bu npulyiu, — ckazaB MenixpoH. — 3Ha€Te, MOSI PO3BHHYTA
IHTYIIis (5 MUIIAI0Cs HEl0) MiIKa3ye, 110 BH 3MOKETE MEHI JJOTIOMOI'TH.

Ha xinumky si3uka B Kapmozi kpyTHiiocs, o I0MOMOTH MOTpedye
pajlie BiH, TUM maue, 10 BiH y3arali HikOMy HE MOXe JOTOMOITH, 00
He 3JIaTHUW 3apaJuTH co0l B HaWTONOBHIIOMY — 3HAWTH JOpoOry
nonomy. OnHaue BUPIIIMB LBOTO pa3y MpoOMoOBYaTH, 00 He 00pa3uTH
MenixpoHa.

— Mos mpobniema mocTae 3 MOTO CTaHOBHILA, — BiB Jaiii MemixpoH. — A
CTaHOBHILIE MOE HEMIOBTOPHE, TMBOBUKHE, BENTMUHE 1 Oarato3HauHe. Bu uynmy,
MaOyTh, IO BCS I IJIaHETa I[UIKOBUTO MOs, Ta CIipaBa TyT Habarato
nmoBaxHima. Sl — eqMHa icTOTA, 3/aTHA TYT XKWUTH. [HIII poOwimM crpodw,
3aKJa/1ajiy MOCENIeHHS, TIeKaIn XynoOy 1 BUCaIKyBalnu pocianHu. Bee 3 Moei
BOJTi, 3BUYAiHO, 1 Bce MapHO. Best 6e3 BUHATKY 4y)ka MOill MilaHeTi MaTepis
po3majaiach y rmpax, a Moi BiTpH IpUHATIHE PO3Bit0BajIH ioro B kocMmoci. 1o
BU Ha IIe CKa)KeTe?

— luBHO, — cka3aB Kapmopi.
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Chapter 7

"Yes, wdl put!" Mdichrone said. "Strange indeed! But thereit is. Nolifeis
viable here except me and my extensions. It gave me quite a turn when |
realized that."

"l imagineit did," Carmody said.

"l have been hereaslong as | or anyone dse can remember,” Mdichrone said.
"For ages | was content to live smply, as amebag, as lichen, as ferns. Everything
was fine and straightforward in those days. | lived in a sort of Garden of Eden.”

"It must have been marvelous," Carmody said.

"I likedit," Mdichronesaid quietly. "But it couldn't last, of course. | discovered
evolution and evolved mysdf, altering my planet to accommodate my new
personae. | became many creatures, somenot nice. | took cognizance of worlds
exterior to my own and experimented with the forms | observed there. | lived
out long lifetimes as various of thegalaxy'shigher forms—humanoid, Chtherizoid,
Olichord, and others. | became aware of my singularity, and this knowledge
brought me a londiness which | found unacceptable. So | did not accept it.
Instead, | entered a manic phase which lasted for some millions of years. |
transformed mysdf into entire races, and | permitted —no, encouraged—my
races to war against each other. | learned about sex and art at almost the same
time. | introduced both to my races, and for a while | had a very enjoyable
time. | divided myself into masculine and feminine components, each
component a discrete unit, though still apart of me; and | procreated, indulged
in perversions, burned mysdf at the stake, ambushed myself, made peace
treaties with mysdf, married and divorced mysdf, went through countless
miniature self-deaths and auto-births. And my componentsindulgedinart, some
of it very pretty, and in religion. They worshipped me, of course; this was only
proper, sincel wasthe efficient causeof all thingsfor them. But | even permitted
them to postulate and to glorify superior beings which were not me. For in
those days, | was extremdy liberal."

"That was very thoughtful of you," Carmody said.

"Wdl, | try to bethoughtful," Mdichronesaid. "l could afford to bethoughtful.
As far as this planet was concerned, | was God. There's no sense beating
around the bush about it: | was supernal, immortal, omnipotent and omniscient.
All things were resident in me—even dissident opinions about mysef. Not a
blade of grass grew that was not some infinitesimal portion of my being. The
very mountains and rivers were shaped by, me. | caused the harvest, and the
famine as wdl; | was the life in the sperm cdls, and | was the death in the
plague bacillus. Not a sparrow could fall without my knowledge, for | was the
Binder and the Unbinder, the All and the Many, That Which Always Was and
That Which Always Will Be."
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Poszoin 7

— Tak, BiryuHo ckazano! — noxsanuB MenixpoH. — Crpasai 1uBHO! Aje
BOHO Tak €. Hilo TyT He MO)ke KHUTH, KpIM MEHE i BChOro pO3MaiTTs MOiX
¢dopM. A ax sxaxHYBCsI, KOJIU 3pO3YyMiB II€.

— VsBisito coOi.

— S TyT i3 CrIOKOHBIYHKX YaciB. BikaMu 3a10BUTEHSBCS 51 CKPOMHUM >KUTTSIM
y o001 ame0, muiaiHuKiB, namoporti. Toai Bce Oyito mpekpacHo i mpocto. S
KUB MOB Yy paliCbKOMY Cazy.

— e, MmaOyTh, Oyio dymecHo, — 3ayBakuB Kapmori.

— OcobucTo MeHi mo100aocs, — moBaroM BiB nati Menixpon. — Ase, cami
po3yMieTe, Tak He MOIJIO TPUBATH BiUHICTb. S BiIKPHB €BOJIOLIIIO 1 MIMIOB 32
HEro, 3MIHIOIOUH IIJIaHeTy 3a 00pa3oM cBOIM i mogoboro. A craBaB Gararbma
icToTaMu, 4acoM He ayxe Baajumu. [li3HaBaB 30BHIIIHI CBITH WU
SKCIIEPUMEHTYBAB 3 JKUTTEBUMH (hopMamH, ki Tam OauuB. J[oBruii yac xus
y 11071001 BUIIUX (hOpM —T'yMaHOIJIIB, XTEPI30i/IiB, OIXOP/IiB Ta IHIINX. YCBIIOMUB
CBOIO HETOBTOPHICTH 1 1€ MPHU3BENO MEHE JI0 CAMOTHOCTI, 3 SIKOIO Sl HE Mir
npuMuputucs. Tomy st moBcTas!.. S yBiliIIOB y MONCHKHIA MTEPioJ] PO3BHUTKY,
110 TPHUBAB KiJIbKa MiTbHOHIB pOKiB. S BTITHB cee B 1111l HAPO.IH 1 103BOHB M
—Hi, CIIOHYKAB iX —iTH BifHOIO OZIMH Ha 0JJHOTO. Maikixe TOAi X S CIi3HAB CeKC
1 MECTENTBO, 1 Te, i Apyre s MPHUIIENUB CBOIM HapojaM i JOesSKUi 4ac
po3skolryBaB. S po3aiTUBCS Ha YONOBIKIB 1 )KIHOK, IPUIOMY KOXKHE iCHYBAaJIO
caMo 1o co0i, BogHOUac nepedyBaroyu 4aCTHHOK MeHe camoro. S
PO3MHOXXYBaBCH, BIIaJaB y 300UCHHsI, CIIAJIIOBaB ceOe OiJist raHeOHOT O CTORIIA,
poscTpinmoBas cede, yKinaaas i3 cOO0I MUPHI YTOAH, OJPY>KYBaB 1 po3iaydaB
cebe, TpOXoIWB Uepe3 HE3NiueHHI MiHiaTIOpHI camoryOcTBa i
camMoHapomKeHHs . YaCTHHKH MOTO €CTBa KYJIbTHBYBAJIN MUCTEITBO, — ACKOIH
JTy>Ke MUJIO, — 1 petiriro. BoHu Monmvcst — MeHi, 3BiCHO, 1 e OyJI0 CIIpaBejIuBo,
00 51 — MepIIoNPUYMHA BChOTO. I HABITH JIO3BOJISAB IM BU3HABATHU 1 CIIABUTH
BEPXOBHI icTOTH, sikumu OyB He 5. bo Toni s OyB Hax3BHUaiHO NTibepabHUi.

— Jyxe mynpo 3 Bamoro 60oky! — BuznaB Kapmopi.

— Tak, s HaMararocs BHSBISITH MYIPiCTh, — 3ayBaXuB MenixpoH. —
S mir co6i no3BonuTtu OyTH Myapum. st miei naaneTu — TyT He Tpeba
copoMuTuch — s 0yB borom, BeceBuminim, 6e3cMepTHUM, BCEMOTYTHIM
i BciopucymuM. Bee BUmmmBano 3 MeHe, HaBiTh TUCUICHTCHKI TyMKH
npo Moo 0coly. KoxeH nucTo4ok OyB 4aCTUHKOI MOro ecTBa. HaBiTh
ropH i piku TBOpHUIHCS MHOI0. Sl maBaB ypokaii i HanmyckaB rojoxa.
OyB XHUTTSAM y KIITHHaX ciMeHi 1 cMepTio B yyMHHX Oanunax. JKoaen
ropobens He yma 0e3 mMoro Bijoma, 60 s OyB 3B's30k 1 Po3B' 30K,
Bce i Bes, Toit, Illo Icaysas Ipicuo, i Toit, [llo IcayBatume Bo Biku
Bikis.
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Chapter 7

"That's really something,” Carmody said.

"Yes, yes," Mdichrone said with a sdf-conscious smile, "I was the Big
Whed in the Heavenly Bicycle Factory, as one of my poets expressed it. It
was all very splendid. My races made paintings; | made sunsets. My people
wrote about love; | invented love. Ah, wonderful days! If it only could have
gone on!"

"Why didn't it?" Carmody asked.

"Because | grew up," Melichrone said sadly. "For untold aeons | had
reveled in creation; now | began to question my creations and myself. My
priests were always asking about me, you see, and disputing among
themselves as to my nature and qualities. Like afool, | listened to them. It
isalways flattering to hear one's priests discuss one; but it can be dangerous.
| began to wonder about my own nature and qualities. | brooded, |
introspected. The more | thought about it, the more difficult it seemed.”

"But why did you have to question yoursdf?' Carmody asked. "After al,
you were God."

"That was the crux of the problem," Mdichrone said. "From the viewpoint
of my creations, there was no problem. | was God, | moved in mysterious
ways, but my function was to nurture and chastise a race of beings who would
have free will while still being of my essence. As far as they were concerned,
what | did was pretty much all right sinceit was Me that was doing it. That is
to say, my actions werein thefinal analysisinexplicable, eventhe simplest and
most obvious of them, because | Mysdf was inexplicable. Or, to put it another
way, my actions were enigmatic explanations of atotal reality which only I, by
virtue of my Godhead, could perceive. That is how several of my outstanding
thinkers put it; and they added that a more complete understanding would be
vouchsafed them in heaven."

"Did you aso create a heaven?' Carmody asked.

"Certainly. Also a hell." Mdichrone smiled. "You should have seen their
faces when | resurrected them to one place or the other! Not even the most
devout had redlly believed in a Hereafter!"

"l supposeit was very gratifying," Carmody said.

"It was nicefor awhile," Mdichrone said. "But after atime, it bored me. |
am doubtless as vain as the next God; but the endless fulsome praise finally
bored meto distraction. Why in God's name should a God be praised if he is
only performing his Godly function? You might as well praise an ant for doing
his blind antly duties. This state of affairs struck me as unsatisfactory. And |
was still lacking in self-knowledge except through the biased eyes of my
creations.”
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Poszoin 7

— lle Taku Heabuio, — miaTpEMaB po3MoBy Kapmori.

— Tak, Tak, — noTBepArB MeNiXpoH, COPOM’ SI3IUBO TOCMIiXaounch, — 1
0y Bemyunm Konecom Benukoro HeGecHoro Benocumnena, sik BUCIOBUBCS
ovH 3 Moix noeriB. Lle O6yno nmpexpacHo. Moi niigani TBOPHIIM MOJIOTHA —a 11e
X 5 BIAIITOBYBAB MpHU3axiaHi 3arpasu. Miil Hapoja ocIiByBaB KOXaHHS —a 11e
XK sl BUHAHIIOB JIto00B. O JHI 4yJ0BHI — 1 B!

— A yomy 0 BaMm ix He moBepHYTH? — 3anuTaB Kapmogi.

— Tomy 1110 51 BHpIC, — CyMOBHTO BiANMOBIiB MenixpoH. — He3iueHHi eoHM
Yacy MilUIH y MEeHEe Ha TBOPYM TPy, BiATaK sl 104aB 3alIUTYBATH CBOi TBOPIHHS
i cebe. Mol CBSAIICHUKH, PO3YMIETE, YBECh Yac 3BEPTAIUCS JYMKOIO JIO MECHE
1 criepeyauch Mk cO0OI0 PO MOIO MPHUPOAY 1 JOCKOHAIICTh. SIK JypeHb,
JOCITYXaBCh s 0 HUX. [IpreMHO Oyi1o ciryxat, sk TBiil CBAIIIEHUK PO3BOANTHCS
npo tebe, Ta 1e Majao B cobi HeOe3mneky. 51 caM modaB JMBYBATHCS CBOIH
MPUPOI i JoCKOHANIOCTI. S po3mipkoByBaB, aHami3yBas. [1{o OuibIIIe st CyIIMB
€001 MO30K, TO HEe30arHEHHIIUM yCce MEeH1 371aBaiocs.

— [ maBimo BaMm 1eil camoanaii3z? Apke B Bee-Taku borl..

— B npoMy sikpa3 ycs 3aKkoBHKa, — 3ITXHYB MenixpoH. — 3 monisiay Moix
TBOpiHB MpobiieM He icHyBauo. S Oy bor, Moi nuisixu Oyny HecrioBiMMi, Ta 110
MoOixX 000B’ 13KiB HaJIEKAaJI0 KapaTH 1 MHJTYBaTH Hapol, SIKUI XOTiB MaTH BOITIO,
00 x 1 gani OyB HEBIIIUIBHOIO YacTKOO Moro ecta. 1lomo camoro Hapony st
YHUHHB yCe Ty’Ke TPABHIIGHO, OCKUTBKH YMHUB 5. MOT BUMHKH, HABITh HAMIPOCTILIT
1 HaWOUYEBHIHIIII, ITICIS OCTATOYHOTO aHAJIi3y BUSBISUIUCS HECTIOBIAMMI, 00
caMm si OyB HecrnoBiguMuii. AOO X, IHIIUMHU CIOBaMHU, MOI Jii BUSBISIIHCH
3araJIkOBUM TIyMadeHHSM YCi€i MiHCHOCTI, SKy TUIbKH 51 CBOIM [ocmoaHiM
€CTBOM Mir 3anpuMituTi. OTak GOpMYITIOBaiIH 1€ JIedKi 3 MOiX BHAATHHX
MucCIHuTeNiB. BoHu 1ie mogaBaiu, 1o MOBHile po3yMiHHS Oy/e iM 1apoBaHe
Ha HeOecax.

— To Bu corBopunu i Hebeca?

—3BHUUaliHo, i IEKIIO TAKOXK, —TIOCMiXHYBCsl MenixpoH. —Bu 6 Tibku 6aurim
ixH1 00TMYYsl, KOJIU 1 BOCKpEIIaB 1x Tam a00 Tam! HagiTh HaliBiyiaHiIIi HIKOITH
He BipWJIM HaclpaB/i B IOTOHOIYHE KUTTsI!

— Ma0yrts, Bac 1€ Timmio, — npokazas Kapmopi.

— Heskuii yac Tak, — noroguBcs MenixpoH. — Ta 3rogoM HacKy4uio.
Besnepeuno, s MapHOCIaBHUH, K 1 OyIb-sIKUH iHIIMI bor, aie Ti HeCKiHYeHH]
MOJICOHI X04 KOro BUBEIYTh 3 cebe. YoMy 1ie, bora panau, MaroTh XBaauTH
Bora nuie 3a BukoHaHHS HUM cBOTX Boxix 000B’ sI3KiB? 3 TaKMM K€ YCITIXOM
MO)KHA CITiBaTH OCAHHY MypaIllli 3a ii OyZieHHy MypaiuHy mparto. Takuii cran
peueii MeHe He 33JI0BUThHSAB. J10 TOrO K 5 XOTIB mi3HaTH cede cam, a He Yepe3
MOLITHBI 041 MOTX COTBOPiHb.
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Chapter 7

"So what did you do?' Carmody asked.

"I abolished them," Mdichrone said. "I did away with all life on my planet,
living and otherwise, and | also deleted the Hereafter. Frankly, | needed timeto
think."

"Huh," Carmody said, shocked.

"In another sense, though, | didn't destroy anything or anyone,” Mdichrone
said hastily. "I simply gathered the fragments of mysdf back into mysdf."
Mélichrone grinned suddenly. "I had quite a number of wild-eyed fellows who
were always talking about attaining a oneness with Me. They've attained it
now, that's for surel”

"Perhaps they like it that way," Carmody suggested.

"How can they know?' Mdichrone said. "Oneness with Me means Mg it
necessarily involves loss of the consciousness which examines one's oneness.
It is exactly the same as death, though it sounds much nicer.”

"That's very interesting," Carmody said. "But | believe you wished to speak
to me about a problem?’

"Yes, precisdy! | was just coming to that. You see, | put away my peoples
much as a child puts away a doll's house. And then | sat down—
metaphorically— to think things over. The only thing to think over was Me, of
course. And thereal problem about Mewas, What was | supposed to do? Was
| meant to be nothing but God? | had tried the God business and found it too
limited. It was ajob for a simple-minded egomaniac. There had to be something
ese for me to do—something more meaningful, more expressive of my true
sdf. | am convinced of it! That ismy problem, and that is the question | ask of
you: What am | to do with mysdlf?"

"Wdl," said Carmody. "Wdll, wdl. Yes, | seeyour problem.” Hecleared his
throat and rubbed his nose thoughtfully. "A problem like that requires a great
deal of thought."

"Timeisunimportant tome," Mdichronesaid. "I havelimitless quantities of
it. Though you, | am sorry to say, do not."

"l don't? How much time do | have?’

"About ten minutes, as you would reckon it. Shortly thereafter, something
rather unfortunate is likely to happen to you."

"What is going to happen to me? What can | do about it?'

"Come, now, fair's fair," Melichrone said. "First you answer my question
and then I'll answer yours."

"But if | have only ten minutes—"

"Thelimitation will aid your concentration,” Mdichronesaid. "And anyhow,
sinceit's my planet, we do things by my rules. | can assureyou, if it were your
planet, | would do things by your rules. That's reasonable, isn't it?"
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— I mo x BaM crnano Ha TyMKy?

— S ckacyBaB ycix. [ToKiHUMB 3 )KATTAM Ha MOIi MJIaHET], 5)KUBUM YH OyIIb-
SKMM 1HIIMM, a 3apa30M 5 CKacyBaB MOTOHOIYHE KHUTTS. UecHO KaXKydu, MeHi
XOTiJIOCS. IOMIPKYBaTy Ha CaMoTi.

— Oro! — He cTpumaBcs Bpaxkennit Kapmoni.

—3perTolo, s HIKOTO 1 HIllIO HE 3HUIIYBAaB, — TOCHILIHO 3aTleBHIUB MeiXpoH.
— 51 mpocto 3HOBY 3’ €nHaB y cobi 4yacTku camoro cebe. — MenixpoH
HECIO/IIBaHO YCMIXHYBCS. — Y MeHe Oyiio 0araTo JItojlliB 3 0e3yMHUMU 04MMa,
SIK1 3aBYKJIM TOPOUYMIIM TIPO 3JIUTTS 31 MHOI0. Hy OT BOHM 1 31HIIUCH, 1€ BXKE
0e3nepevHo.

— Moxe, iM crionob6anocsi, — BUCIIOBHB IipunyieHHs Kapmopi.

— A sk M nipo e Ai3HaTHcs? €aHICTh 31 MHOKO — 11e S1, 1 BOHAa HEOJIMIHHO
BEJIC JI0 BTPATH CBIJOMOCTI, SIKa PEECTPYE IO €HICTh. 3IUTTSI — T€ caMe,
0 ¥ CMEpPTh, X0U 1 3By4HTh HA0arato Kpare.

—Hanzsuyalino 11ikaBo, — BUAUXHYB BpaxkeHuit Kapmosi. —Ta Bu, 31a€The,
XOTITM OOTOBOPHTH 31 MHOIO SIKYCh TIpo0IeMy?

— HocremenHo Tak! Skpa3 s HaOnmvkaBes 1o Hel. bauwre, 51, HEMOB TMTHHA,
10 3aHeN0ye JISUIBKH, BiKe He OaBUBCS CBOIMH HapoiaMH, 1 MOTIM S 3aCiB —
MeTa(OPUYHO, 3BUYANHO, — 32 PO3AYMH. CIUHOK TEMOI MOIX PO3JIyMIB,
3BICHO, OyB s caM. A CHpPaBKHBOI ITPOOJIEMOIO OyJIO Te, 110 K MEHi aaji
pobutu? Hewxe s Moy OyTr Tinnbku borom? boxwuii mpomucern st BUIpoOyBaB
— HISIKOT'O MTPOCBITKY Ha MaiiOyTHe. Pobora a1 By3bkoi1000T0 MaHisika. MeHi
MOTPiOHO MIOCH iHIIE, Baromilile, o0 Kpalie mepeaaBaio MO€E CIIPABXKHE Sl
Tyr s nepekonanutii! I ock mpoOiiema, SIKy S CTaBIIO TEpell BaMU: 1110 MEHI
poouTH 3 caMUM CO00H0?

—Ta-ax, —nporsr Kapmoni. — Tak, Tak. Ock y uomy piu! —BiH Bigkanuisscst
1 MOOKOMYMHO TIodYecaB Hoca. — Haj Takor mpobiaemoro cirin noopsue
MOMIpKYBaTH.

— st MeHe Yac He Ma€e 3Ha4eHHsI, — 3aCTIOKO0iB Horo MenixpoH. — B 3anaci
y MeHe BiuHicTb. OT y Bac ii, Ha kajib, — HEMae.

— Hemae? Cxinbku y meHe wacy?

— XBUIMH JAECITH MO-BAaIIOMY. A TIOTIM 3 BaMH MOXKE CTAaTHCS IIOCH He
Jy’Ke 17151 Bac TIPUEMHE.

— o came? I mo Meni pobutu?

—Tapa3p, BizBepTICTb 3a BiIBEPTICTh, — YHUK NMPAMOI BinoBiai MemixpoH.
— CriouaTKy BH BiJIIIOBIJIA€ETE HA MOE 3alIUTaHHSI, a TIOTIM 5 Ha Ballle.

— AJie X y MEHE TUIbKH JIECATh XBHJIUH. ..

— Bpak wacy nonmomoxke BaM 30CepenuTUCh, — ckazaB MemixpoH. — Jlo
TOTO K TJIAHETa MOsI, 1 MH IOTPHUMYBAaTHMEMOCH MOiX 3aKOHIB. 3aIleBHSIIO, 1110
Ha Ballii MJIaHeTi 5 laHyBaB Ou Baii 3akoHu. Po3yMHO, Hi?
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"Yeah, | suppose so," Carmody said unhappily.

"Nine minutes," Mdichrone said.

How do you tdl a God what his function should be? Especidly if, like
Carmody, you are an atheist? How do you find something meaningful to say,
especially when you are aware that the God's priests and philosophers have
spent centuries on this ground?

"Eight minutes," Mdichronesaid.

Carmody opened his mouth and began to speak.

Chapter 8

"It seemsto me," Carmody said, "that the solution to your problem—is—is
possibly—"

"Yes?' said Mdichrone eagerly.

Carmody had no idea of what he was going to say. He was speaking in the
desperate hope that the act of speaking would of itsdf produce meaning, since
words do have meanings, and sentences have even more meanings than words.

"Your problem," Carmody continued, "isto find within yoursdf anindwdling
functionalism which will have reference to an exterior reality. But this may be
an impossible quest, since you yoursdf are redlity, and therefore you cannot
posit yoursef exterior to yoursdf."

"I canif | want to," Mdichronesaid sulkily. "I can posit any damned thing |
please since I'm in charge around here. Being a God, you know, doesn't mean
that One must be a solipsist.”

"True, true, true," Carmody said rapidly. (Did he have seven minutes left?
Or six? And what was going to happen at the end of that time?) "So it is clear,
your Immanence and Indwellingness are insufficient to your view of yoursdf,
and therefore are factually insufficient since you yoursdlf, in your form of
Definer, consider these qualities to be insufficient.”

"Nicely reasoned,” Melichrone said. "You should have been a
theologian.”

"At the moment | am a theologian,” Carmody said. (Six minutes, five
minutes?) "Very well, then, what are you to do? . . . Have you ever considered
making all knowledge both internal and external (assuming that there is any
such thing as external knowledge), of making knowledge your quest?’

"Yes, as a matter of fact, | did think of that," Mdichrone said. "Among
other things, | read every book in the galaxy, plumbed the secrets of Nature
and of Man, explored the macrocosm and the microcosm, and so forth. | had
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— Ma0yTh, Tak, — 3Hi4eHO nmoroauBcs Kapmosi.

— JleB’ 1T XBHIINH, — Haragas MemixpoH.

Sk nosicautu borosi, mo #iomy pobutu? Jlo TOro x Koiau BH, SK i
Kapmoni, ateict? Sk BigmIykaTu OpPOTATOM J€B STH XBHJIMH Baromi
apryMeHTH, KOJIM BU 3HaeTe, mo OorocinoBu i dimocodpu Oummce HAQ
UM CTOJITTAMU?

—Bicim xBunH, — MOBiIoMHB MeETIXpOH.

Kapmoni po3kpuB porta i mouaB roBOPUTH.

Poszoin 8

— Ha moro nymky, — posmnouaB Kapmoji, — BHpIIIICHHS Balloi... Baioi
MPOOJIEMH.... €-€... MOXKJIIUBE.

— Tax? — He Tepminocst MenixpoHOBi.

1o xa3atu nani, Kapmoni He 3HaB. Bin BiuaiiayiiHe crioaiBaBcs, 110 cam
aKT MOBJICHHSI HAPOIIUTh JTyMKY, OCKUTbKH CJIOBa HABAHTa)KEH1 SIKUMCh 3MIiCTOM,
a y peueHHsX 3MiCTy Oiblle, HiK y CIIOBax.

— Bawm HanexuTs, — BiB gani Kapmogi, — Binmrykatu B co0l BHYTpIlIHE
MPU3HAYCHHS... 1[0 MaJIO O... 3HAYCHHS JJIs 30BHIIIHBOTO CBITY. AJie, MOXE,
11e HEMOJKJIMBA TIepelyMOBa, 00 BU caMi — CBIT 1 HE MAETE 3MOT'M CTATH 30BHI
camoro ceoe.

— 3MOXy, KOJIM 3aX04y, — HACYNHUBIIKCH, KUHYB MemixpoH. — 5 Moxy
MocJIaTUCS Ha Oy/b-sAKy YOpTiBHIO, 00 s TyT Beenepskurens. borogi, 3Haere,
HE KOHYE OyTH COJIITICHCTOM.

— Boictuny, BoicTuHy Tak, — kBariuBo noroauBcs Kapmoni. (e cim
xBuuH? Y micts? I mo Ha HBOro uyekae?) — OTe, SICHO, II0 BAIIOrO
BCIOIUCYIIIOTO MPO3IPJIMBOTO IyXy HE AOCHTH, MO0 PO3KPHUTH Ballly BIACHY
cyTHiCTh. | Hioro Taku crpaBji He JOCUTh, 00 BH Xk cami, sk Bummii Cyms,
BBa)KAETE MOTO HEJOCTATHIM.

— UynoBo oOrpyHTOBaHO, — oxBajuB MenixpoH. — Bam ciin Oyno cratu
00T0CI0BOM.

—Tenep s i € 6orocnos. (ILlicts xBUIHH, I’ 1Th?) — Tak OT, KWl ke BUXiA?..
Bawm Hikonm He cnajaio Ha AyMKY 3ay4WTH Bce Mi3HAHHA, 1 BHYTPIIIHE, i
30BHIIIHE (SKIIO, 3BICHO, ICHYE TaKa pid, SIK 30BHIIIHE MTI3HAHHS), 10 PO3KPUTTS
Bawoi npodyiemu?

— Cawme Tak s 1 gymaB, — cka3aB MenixpoH. — Mix 1HIIUM, s HE
0OMUHYB )OAHOI KHUXKH B ["amakTuni npo Taemuuni [Ipupoau i moaunu,
CTYIiIOBAB MiKPOKOCMOC, MaKpOKOCMOC i Take iHmie. Jlo pedi, s JOCUTH
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quitean aptitudefor learning, by theway, though | have subsequently forgotten
afew things, like the secret of life and the ulterior motive of death. But | can
learn them again whenever | please. | did learn that learning is a dry, passive
business, though filled with some pleasant surprises; and | also learned that
learning has no particular and peculiar importance for me. As a matter of fact,
| find unlearning almost as interesting."

"Maybe you were meant to be an artist,” Carmody suggested.

"I went through that phase," Mdichrone said. "I sculpted in flesh and in
clay, | painted sunsets on canvas and on the sky, | wrote books in words and
other booksin events, | made music on instruments, and composed symphonies
for wind and rain. My work was good enough, | believe; but | knew somehow
that | would always be a dilettante. My omnipotence does not allow me enough
roomfor error, you see; and my grasp of the actual istoo completeto allow me
to bother seriously with the representational .”

"Hmm, | seg” Carmody said. (Surely no more than three minutes |eft!)
"Why not become a conqueror?"

"l do not need to conquer what | already possess,” Mdichrone said. "And
as for other worlds, | do not desire them. My qualities are peculiar to my
milieu, which consists of this single planet. Possession of other worlds would
involve me in unnatural actions. And besides—what use do | have for other
worlds when | don't even know what to do with this one?'

"l seethat you've given the matter a great deal of thought,” Carmody said,
his desperation merging into despair.

"Of course | have. | have thought of little else for some millions of years. |
have looked for a purpose exterior to mysdf yet essential to the nature of my
being. | have looked for a directive; but | have found only mysdf."

Carmody could have felt sorry for the God Médichroneif his own situation
had not been so desperate. He was confused now; he could fed his time
dwindling, and his fears were absurdly mingled with concern for the unfulfilled
God.

Then he had an inspiration. It was simple, straightforward, and solved both
Mélichrone's problem and his own—which is the test of a good inspiration.
Whether Mdichrone would accept it was another matter. But Carmody could
only try.

"Méichrone," he said boldly, "I have solved your problem.”

"Oh, have you really?' Mdlichrone said eagerly. "I mean really really, |
mean you're not just saying that because, unless you do solve it to my
satisfaction, you're fated to die in seventy-three seconds? | mean, you haven't
let that influence you unduly, have you?'
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3110HUM, X04a geno i npu3adyB yxe — Hy TaM... TAEMHUIIIO KUTTS 41
MPHUXOBaHI MOTUBHU cMepTi. Ta MOXKY Mily4uTH pu noTpedi. S BUABUB,
oo CcTyaii — cyxe, macWBHE 3aHSATTA, X04 IHKOJHM W TPamiasioThCs
MPUEMHI HECHOJIBaHKU. A Ie S BUABHUB, 110 BUYCHICTH JIJIS MEHE HE
Mae 0co0auBOI Baru. YeCHO KaxXyuH, 5 MEPEKOHABCS, 110 HEYIITBO HE
MEHIII MPUEMHE.

— A, MOXe, BH XyIOXXHHK 3a HaTypor? — HaB31oraJl miakuayB Kapmoni.

— 4 nepeiimos i uepe3 11e, — ckazaB MenixpoH. — JlinuB CKyabOTYypH 3
JIMHH 1 IJI0T1, MaJIFOBAaB 3aXOIM COHIIM Ha IOJOTHI 1 Ha HeOl1, MHUCaB KHIKKU
CIIOBOM 1 TIOZISIMH, TPaB Ha IHCTPYMEHTax i1 ckiaaaB CUMQOHII s BiTpY i
noiry. BBakaro, 1o Moi TBOpH OyJv JJOCUTh XOPOIIli, OJHAUE sI 3aBXK/IH BIIUyBaB
cebe quneranToM. bo xk, 6aunTe, Yyepe3 CBOIO BCEMOTYTHICTh S HE JJOMYCKaB
MOMUJIOK, & IIHCHICTB 5 3HAIO 3aHaTO 100pe, 100 cepiio3Ho mepeiimartucs ii
BiITBOPEHHSIM y MUCTEITBI.

—I'™m-M, posymito, — iporsar Kapmoni. ([TeBHe, 3anuimiocs: He Oibie, K
Tpu XBWIMHHU!) — A MOXe, BAM CTaTH 3aBOHOBHUKOM ?

— Hagimo Meni 3aBoliOByBaTH T, UMM YyXE BOJOMAIIO? — HE TOTOAMBCS
MenixpoH. — A iHIII CBiTH MeHi He MOTPiOHI. S MpUCTOCOBaHMI TIIBLKH 10
MOT'0 CEPEIOBUIINA, SKE CKIIAIAEThCS 3 ITi€T € IMHOT TUIaHEeTH. BOIOMiHHS iHIIMMU
CBITaMH CIIOHYKajo 0 MeHe A0 HEelPUPOAHUX BUMHKIB. Ta i 110 32 KOPHCTh
MEHI BiJl UyXHUX CBITIB, KOJIM s HE 3HAIO, 1[0 POOUTH 31 CBOIM?

— 41 Gauy, BU 5K citig yce 0OMipKyBaju, — IiioB BUCHOBKY Kapmoni.

Moro 3aHENOKOEHHS CTAJIO BXKE PO3MAUEM.

—ABxex. 5 MipKyBaB HaJl MEHII BaKITHBUMH PEYaMH 110 KiJIbKa MJTbIHOHIB
pokiB. lllykaB MeTu 1mo3a MHOIO, Ta BCE K HE BIIPUBABCS BiJ IPUPOIH MOTO
ectBa. S mykaB yKa3iBOK, a 3HAXOAWB JIHIIE ceOe.

Kapmopui nocniBayBas 61 60roi MemnixpoHy, sSsikOM H0ro BiacHe CTAHOBHILE
He Oyno Take Oe3BuximHe. | BiH CAHTETUYMBCS, BiAUYBAaKO4YH, SIK CILTUBAE
BiIMIpSIHUH HiOMY 4ac, 1 JUBYIOUHMCH, 1110 HOTO cTpaxy 003Ha-uOMY CIIIeTIHCS i3
CHIBYYTTSIM JIO HEMOBHOIIHHOTO Bora.

I Tyt #ioro panTom ocssuto! Ile »x Tak mpocro, HelimoBipHO Tpocto! 1 10
TOr0 BOJHOYAC BUPINIYIOTHCS 1 MenixpoHoBa, 1 oro BiacHa mpodieMu — OT
1I0-TO icTHHHE ocsisiHHA. Ta un moroanThest Menixpon? Ane Bubopy B Kapmoni
He Oyr10.

— Memnixpone, — cMiIMBO CKa3aB BiH, — 51 BUPILIUB Ballly IpoOIeMy.

— Oii! Crpasni? — noxgagimas Menixpon. — ToOTo cripaBi, 1o BU 1ie
Hacnpasi? OTke, KaKeTe [1€ He TOMY, 1110 KOJIM BH HE PO3B’ sbKETe 11 3aJI0BUITbHO
JUIE MEHE, TO BaM CyIWJIOCS 3aTMHYTH 4epe3 CiMIecaT Tpu cekyHau? TooTo
1€ HE BIUTMHYJIO Ha BaC HEraTUBHO, Hi?
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"I have allowed my impending fate to influence me," Carmody said
majestically, "only to the extent that such an influence is needed to solve your
problem.”

"Oh. All right. Please hurry up and tell me, I'm so excited!"

"I wishtodo so," Carmody said. "But | can't—it is physically impossible to
explain everything—if you are going to kill mein sixty or seventy seconds.”

"I? 1 am not going to kill you! Good heavens, do you really think me as
bloody-minded as all that? No, your impending death is an exterior event quite
without reference to me. By the way, you have twelve seconds left.”

"It isn't long enough,” Carmody said.

"Of courseit'slong enough! Thisismy world, you know, and | control everything
init, including theduration of time. | havejust atered thelocal space-timecontinuum
at theten-second mark. It's an easy enough operation for a God, though it requires
a lot of cleaning up afterward. Accordingly, your ten seconds will consume
approximatdy twenty-five years of my local time. Is that long enough?”

"It's more than ample," Carmody said. "And it's very kind of you."

"Think nothing of it," Mdichronesaid. "Now, please, let mehear your solution.”

"Very well," Carmody said, and took a deep breath. "The solution to your
problemis inherent in the terms in which you view the problem. It could be no
other way; every problem must contain within it the seeds of its own solution.”

"Must it?" Mdichrone asked.

"Yes, it must," Carmody said firmly.

"All right. For the moment I'll accept that premise. Go on."

"Congde your situation,” Carmody said. "Consider bothitsinterior and exterior
aspects. You arethe God of this planet; but only of this planet. You are omnipotent
and omniscient; but only here. You have impressive intdlectual attainments, and
you fed a cal to serve something outside of yoursdf. But your gifts would be
wasted any place but here, and here thereis no one but you.”

"Yes, yes, that is exactly my situation!" Meichrone cried. "But you till
haven't told me what to do about it!"

Carmody took a deep breath and exhaled slowly.

"What you must do," he said, "is to use all of your great gifts, and to use
them here, on your own planet, where they will be of maximum effect; and use
them in the service of others, since this is your deepest desire.”

"In the service of others?' Mdichrone asked.

"It is so indicated,” Carmody said. "The most superficial consideration of
your situation points the verdict. You are alone in a multiplex universe; but in
order for you to perform exterior deeds, there must be an exterior. However,
you are barred by your very essence from going to that exterior. Therefore the
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—CBoili 370BiCHi# 0TI 51 T03BOJIMB BIUIMHYTH Ha MEHE JTUILE 70 Ti€T MipH, —
ypouucto npomoBuB Kapmoni, — sika BUMaranacs AJisi BUPIIICHHS Bailoi
MPOOJIEMH.

— Ox, uynecHo! IlIBuame kaxite! 5 Tak cxBUIbOBAHUI!

— [onpu Bce Moe GaxkaHHS He 3MOXKY. Di3HUHO HEMOXIINBO. Bu x MeHe
BO’ €Te Yepe3 CIMAECAT YW IICTACCAT CEKyHI.

— 47?51 ne 36upatocs Bac yousatu! O HeO0! Bu cnpapni rajaere, HiOU s
takuii kpoBoxkepHuii? [l{o Bu! Bama cmepTs Hapiiige 330BHI! 4 3 Hero He
Maro Hivoro crnigbHoro! /1o pedi, y Bac Jnuile IBaHAALUATh CEKYH.

— 3amarno, — ckazaB Kapmoni.

— Ax HisIk He 3aMaio! Sk BU 3HaeTe, 1e Mil cBIT. Jlax ycboMy TyT Jaro s,
OT’Ke, ¥ TUIMHOBI yacy. 51 came 3MiHHB MiCIIEBHIA YaCOITPOCTOPOBHI KOHTUHYYM
Ha JecATUCeKyHaHIN moximmi. s bora 1e cripaBa mpocta, TilIbKU 3rofoM
Oarato migurcTok. Bami gecsTh cekyH I OOIHILINCS MEHi y ABAaIISATh 1’ ATh
POKIB MOTO MicIIeBOro yacy. Bucraunts?

— binbur Hixk mocraTHRO, — 3aneBHUB Kapmoni. — Bu myske menpi.

— Hpi6uumi! A tenep, Oyap acka, — Balll Po3B’ sI30K.

— I'apasn, — ckazaB Kapmoni i BauxHyB mimbiine. — Po3B’si30k Bamoi
mpoOJIeMH 3aJIeKUTh Bijl TOTO, SIK HA Hel MOMIsSHYTH. [Hakie OyTH He MOXe:
KOKHa Tpo0JieMa TOBUHHA MICTUTH B CO0i 3apOJKH CBOTO PO3B’ I3aHHS.

—IloBuHHA? — mepenuTaB MemixpoH.

— Tak, noBuHHa, — TBepO MpokazaB Kapmori.

— JloOpe, TOKH 1110 BUXOAUMO 3 11h0r0. KaxiTh maii.

— PosrnsiHemMo Baiie cranoBwuie. Po3risiHemMo foro BHYTpIlIHI i 30BHIMIHI
acnektn. Bu — bor miianeru, ajne TiNbKM Ii€l TuaHeTH. Bu BceMOryTHIl 1
BCEBIIalOUMHi, alie TUTbKH TyT. Y Bac pas3iodi iHTeNeKTyalbHi Ha10aHHs, i BU
BiuyBaete nmorpedy OyTH koMych y mpuroi. Ta Baiii qapyBaHHs 0€3CHII B
HIIIUX CBITaX, a TyT, KpiM Bac, HeMa HiKOTO.

— Tak-Tak, focteMenHo Tak! —BUryknyB Memixpos. — Ta Bu 1e i 1oci He
MOpaJIuIIH, 1110 MeHi poouTH!

Kapmoni HaOpaB 1oBHi JiereHi MoBiTpst i MOBUTEHO BUINXHYB.

— IIlo Bam poOuTH? 3acTocoByBaTH BCi Balli BeMWKI oOmapyBaHHS, i
3aCTOCOBYBATH iX TYT, Ha BJIACHI IJIAHETI, JIe 3 HUX Oy/ie HalOUThIIN I TOXKUTOK,
1 BUKOPHCTATH TX — OCKIBKY 11€ BaIlle 3alI0BITHE IparHeHHs —Ha 0J1aro iHIImX.

— Ha 6naro inmmx? — nepenutaB MenixpoH.

—Tak Bunanae, —minrBepaus Kapmoni. — HalinmoOkHIMI po3risa Hamol
CHUTYyallii migKa3ye Buxia. Y po3mairomy BcecBiTi BU caMOTHI, a Jist 30BHIIIHIX
JisiHb TpeOa BUXOAWTH Ha30BHi. [Ipore Balia BllacHa CyTHICTh TIEPEHHSIE IIUTSX
Ha30BHi. ToMy HaBKOJNUIIHIH CBIT MOBUHEH NPUITH J0 Bac. A KOJIH BiH TIPHIAIE,
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exterior must cometo you. When it comes, what will beyour relationship to it?
That also is clear. Since you are omnipotent in your own world, you cannot be
aided or assisted; but you can aid and assist others. This is the only natural
relationship between you and the outside universe.”

Mélichronethought about it, then said, "Your argument hasforce; that much
| fredy admit. But there are difficulties. For example, the outside world rarely
comesthisway. You arethefirst visitor | have had in two and aquarter galactic
revolutions.”

"Thejob does require patience," Carmody admitted. "But patienceisaquality
you must strivefor. It will beeasier for you sincetimeis avariable. And asfor
the number of your visitors—first of all, quantity does not affect quality. There
is no value in mere enumeration. A man or a God does his job; that is what
counts. Whether that job requires one or a million transactions makes no
difference.”

"But | am as bad off as before if |1 have a job to perform and no one to
performit on."

"With all modesty, | must point out that you have me," Carmody said. "I
have come to you from the exterior. | have a problem; indeed, | have several
problems. For me, these problems areinsoluble. For you— | do not know. But
| suspect that they will tax your powers to the utmost.”

Mdlichrone thought about it for a very long time. Carmody's nose began to
itch, but he resisted the desire to scratch it. He waited, and the entire planet
also waited while Médichrone made up his mind.

At last Mdichrone raised his jet-black head and said, "I really think you
have something therel"

"It's good of you to say that," Carmody said.

"But | mean it, | really do!" Melichrone said. "Your solution seems to
me both inevitable and elegant. And, by extension, it seems to me that
Fate, which rules men, Gods and planets, must have destined this to happen:
that I, a creator, was created with no problem to solve; and that you, a
created, became the creator of a problem that only a God could solve. And
that you have lived out your lifetime waiting for me to solve your problem,
while | have waited here for half of eternity for you to bring me your
problem to solve!"

"I wouldn't beabit surprised,” Carmody said. "Would you liketo know what
my problemis?'

"I have already deduced,” Mdichrone said. "In fact, due to my superior
intellect and experience, | know much more about it than you do. Superficialy,
your problem is how to get home."
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SIK BH JI0 HBOTO TIocTaBuTeCh? TyT He TOBHHHO OyTH CyMHIBiB. Bi BceMoryTHii
y BJIACHOMY CBITI, 1 HEMa HIisIKOI OTPEOH JoroMaratu Bam. AJie BU MOXETE
JonoMorty iHmuM. Lle eanHi mpupoAHi B3aEMUHH MK BaMH 1 30BHILIHIM
BcecsiTom.

MenixpoH nogyMaB i ckazaB:

— Mymy Bu3HaTH Bamy paiilo. Ajle TYT BUHHKalOTh YCKJIaJHEHHS.
Hampuknan, cromu pigko HaBiAYIOTHCS ICTOTH 3 30BHINIHBOTO CBiTy. Bu —
MepiInii 3a JABa 3 YBEPTIO TATAKTUYHHUX 00EpTH.

— CnpaBa BUMarae TepHeNIMBOCTi, — moroguscs Kapmoni. — Ii Bam
JIOBENEThCS BUXOBaTU B co0l. BaM e nerko, 60 BU MO)KeTe 3MIHIOBATH 4ac.
A 1mono BifiBiyBaviB, TO, HacaMIiepel, KiIbKICTh — ile He sKicTh. [IpocTuii
nepenik Hebarato BaxuTb. [onoBHe, 106 JlrtonuHa a6o bBor pobuinu Te, mo im
HaJIOKUTh, TYT Oaiayxke, un 1e OyJe MUTTEBUN YYUHOK, Ud OC3KiHCUHE
rapyBaHHSI.

— AJie 5k MeHi Kpallle He CTaHe, SKIIO s 3HATUMY, 1110 POOUTH, Ta HE MaTUMY
JUISL KOTO.

— Ilonpu BCIO MOIO CKPOMHICTb ST MYIIly HaraJgaTH, 10 BU MaeTe MeHe. S
npuOyB i3 30BHIIIHBOTO CBiTY. Y MeHe mpobiema. Hacnpasi sk y MeHe Kilbka
npobieM. MeHi BOHM He Min cuiy. A BaM — He 3Haro. Ta mimo3proro, 1o
JIOBENIEThCSl JOKJIAcTH 0araTo 3yCHIIb.

MernixpoH HaJ0BIo NOPUHYB y po3aymu. Y Kapmosi 3acBepOiB Hic, ajie BiH
mo0OpoB OakaHHS MoYyXaTu ¥oro. BiH yekaB, 1 BCS MIaHeTa YeKasia, MOKH
MenixpoH 3BaxkyBaBcsa. HapemTi MemixpoH HiAHSB CBOIO araToBO-UYOPHY
TOJIOBY 1 TIPOMOBHB:

— S rajato, 110 3epHO ICTHHU B IbOMY €!

— Bu nyxe mo0’ si3Hi.

— Ane s cupaBai Tak gymaro, s IepeKOHaHWi y nbomy! — 3ameBHUB
MenixpoH. — Bam po3B’ 30k 31a€ThCS MEHI BOJHOYAC CJICTAHTHHUM 1
HEMUHYYUM. A KOJH MOMISIHYTH MIMpIie, To, MadyTh, Jomneto, mo kepye
JOABMH, OOraMu 1 TUIaHEeTaMH, CYJHIIOCS Te, 0 TPaNMIoChk: Mepei MHO,
TBOPIIEM, HE CTOSUIO *OJHOI MPOOJIeMH, a BH, TBOPIHHS, CTald TBOPIEM
npobiemMH, Ky TUTbKH BoroBi JaHo BUPIIUTH. By mpokuiu sKUTTs, YeKatoun
MeHe, 11100 S BUPINIMB Ballly MpoOiIemMy, a st IpoveKaB TYT [TOJIOBHHY BIYHOCTI,
00 BU MPUHIILIH JI0 MEHE 31 CBOEIO MpodiemMoro!

— A MeHe 1Ie HITpOXHU He 3auByBasio 0, — cka3aB Kapmomi. — Buknactu
BaM CyThb MO€i mpodiIeMu?

— 51 Bxe 30arHyB, — ckazaB MemixpoH. — 3aBASKH MOEMY TIIHOOKOMY
IHTEJICKTOBI ¥ JIOCBIiY, 51 3HAIO ITPO HET 3HAYHO OLIBIIIE, HiX BU cami. Ha meprmmii
OIS Ballla MPo0OJieMa MOoJIArae B TOMY, 1100 JICTaTHUCS JIOJOMY.
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"That'sit."

"No, that's not it. | do not usewords lightly. Superficially, you need to know
Where, When and Which your planet is; and you need a way of getting there,
and you need to arrive in much the same condition you are presently in. If that
wereall, it would still bedifficult enough.”

"What dseis there?' Carmody asked.

"Why, thereis also the death which is pursuing you."

"Oh," Carmody said. He suddenly felt weak in the knees, and Mdichrone
graciously created an easychair for him, and a Havana cigar, a Rum Collins, a
pair of sheep-lined dlippers, and a buffalo-hidelap robe.

"Comfortable?' Mdlichrone asked.

"Very."

"Good. Pay close attention now. | will proceed to explain your situation
briefly but succinctly, utilizing only afraction of my intellect for that task while
| use therest of mefor the considerable job of finding a feasible solution. But
you will haveto listen carefully and try to understand everything the first time
| say it because we have very little time."

"l thought you stretched my ten seconds into 25 years," Carmody
said.

"I did. But timeisatricky sort of variable, even for me. Eighteen of your 25
years arealready used up, and therest of them are going with extreme rapidity.
Pay attention, now! Your life depends on it."

"All right," Carmody said. He sat forward and puffed on his cigar. "I'm
ready."

"Thefirst thing you must understand,” Mdichronesaid, "isthe nature of the
implacable death that is hunting you."

Carmody controlled a shudder and bent forward to listen.

Chapter 9

"Themost fundamental fact intheuniverse" said Meichrone, "isthat species
eat other species. It may not be pretty, but thereit is. Eating is basic, and the
acquisition of foodstuffs underlies all other phenomena. This concept involves
the Law of Predation, which can be stated as follows: any given species, no
matter how high or how low, feeds upon one or more species and is fed upon
by one or more species.

"That setsforth auniversal situation, which can beaggravated or amdiorated
by avariety of circumstances. For example, a speciesresident in its own habitat
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— Came Tax!

— Hi, He 30Bcim Tak. CrioBamu 51 He JerkoBaxKy. Ha meprmii mornsig Bam
Tpeba Busicantu “Kyan”, “Komn” # nHa “Korpy” mnanery. 1lle Bam norpiben
CTOCi0 Tyau JicTaThCs, 1 BaM MOTPiOHO MPUOYTH TyAH, MaKCUMAaJIbHO 30epiriu
CBIl TenepiniHii craH. SIkOM Ha IIbOMY KiHEIlb, TO 1 TOJI1 CIIpaBa BKe HeJlerka.

— o >k Tam ime Takoro? — 3anutaB Kapmori.

— A BU He 3HaeTe? Bac iue nepeciiaye cMepTh.

—Ox! —uxonunocs B Kapmoi. Kornina tioro pantom ocinabiu, i Menixpos
MHUJIOCTUBO COTBOPHUB Uil HHOTO (HOTENH, FABAHCHKY CHUTapy, IUIIIKY pPOMY
“Komtinz” 1 mapy moBCTSHUX TAaHTOQITIB Pa3oM 13 HIMPOKHM PO3KIITHAM XaJIaTOM.

—3arumHo?— nouikaBuBcss MemixpoH.

— Hdyxe.

— l'apasn, Tenep Oyabre Ayke yBaXkHi. Sl MOSCHIOBaTUMY Bally CHTYAIfO
JiaJTi KOPOTKO 1 CTHCII0, BUKOPHCTOBYIOUH JIUIIIE YACTHHY CBOTO IHTEIIEKTY, TOKH
peliTa MeHe 3aruOiieHa y KIOMITKU MOUIYK 3aJI0BUTBHOTO pillieHHs. Ta BaM
CITi/I CIIyXaTH YBa)KHO i HaMaraTHcs 3p03yMITH 3 TIEPILOro pasy, 00 yacy B HacC
o0Maib.

— Meni 3maBasiocs, O AeCATh CEKyH]] BU PO3TATHY/IM Ha JBAJIIATh 11’ SITh
pokiB, — ckazaB Kapmori.

—Po3TsarayB. Ane yac —xuTpa nepeMinHa HaBiTh AJ1s MeHe. BiciMHanusaTh
POKIB 3 BalIMX ABaAUATH I’ ATH Y€ BHUTpauyeHi, a peliTa CIJIUBAE 3
JMBOBM)KHOIO IIBUAKICTIO. Bynbre yBakHi! Bin boro 3ajeuTh Balle >KUTTS.

— JloOpe, — moroauBcs Kapmosi, mijicoByrourch OIKYe W 3aTATYIOUUCH
curaporo. — 5 rorosuil.

— Hacammnepen, — po3nouaB MenixpoH, — BH IOBHHHI 3pO3yMITH IPUPOLY
HeBOIaraHHO1 CMepTi, 1O MOJIIOE Ha Bac.

Kapmoni ctpumaB qpoxx 1 HAXHIIMBCS BIIEpea, 00 Kpaiie 4yTH.

Po3z0in 9

—HatigynnamenranpHimmii mpuHimn BeecBity, —BiB nasi MenixpoH, —nonsirae
B TOMY, LII0 OIH1 BU/IM IOKUPAFOTH iHIII. He Tyke rapHO 3By4HTh, ajie TaKk BOHO €.
I>xa —nepBHHHe, a MONTYK MOKUBY Bi/ICyBae Ha 3a/IHii MIaH yci iHimi spuma. 3 wiei
KOHIIENIIii BUTiKae 3akoH XWKallTBa, SIKU MOKHA C(HOPMYJTIOBATH TaK: KOXEH
JTAHWH BUJ] HE3JICXKHO BiJI CTYIICHS CBOI'O PO3BUTKY CIIOXKHBAE OJIMH a00 KUThKa
BU/IIB Y KUBUTHCS 32 paXyHOK OTHOTO 200 KUTBKOX BHJIIB.

[luM BU3HAYa€THCS 3arajibHa CHUTYaIlis, sKa MOXE TOripIIyBaTUCh a00
MOKPAIyBaTUCh BiJl pi3HUX 00cTaBuH. [IprMipoM, BUAH, IO )KUBYTh Y CBOEMY
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Chapter 9

canusually maintainitsdf in a state of Equilibrium, and thusliveout its normal
lifetime despitethe depredations of predators. ThisEquilibriumisusualy stated
asthe Victor-Vanquished equation, or VV. When a species or a species member
moves to an alien and exotic habitat, the VV values necessarily change.
Occasionally, there is temporary improvement in the species's Eat-Eaten
Situation (Vv=Eeplusl). Moretypically, thereisadeterioration (Vv=Eeminus
1).

"That is what has happened to you, Carmody. You have left your normal
habitat, which also means that you have left your normal predators. No
automobiles can stalk you here, no virus can creep into your bloodstream, no
policeman can shoot you down by mistake. You are separated from the dangers
of Earth, and immune to the dangers of other galactic species.

"But theamdlioration (Vv=Eeplus 1) is sadly temporary. Theironclad rule
of Equilibrium has already begun to assert itsdlf. You cannot refuse to hunt,
and you cannot escape being hunted. Predation is Necessity itsdf.

"Having left Earth, you are a unique creature; therefore your predator is
unique.

"Your predator was born out of a personification and solidification of universal
law. This predator can feed exclusively and solely on you. The creature is
shaped as a respondent and complement to your characteristics. Even without
seeing it, we can know that its jaws are shaped to bite Carmaodys, its limbs are
articulated to seize and grasp Carmodys, its stomach has the peculiar and
unique ability to digest Carmodys, and its personality is designed to take
advantage of the Carmodic personality.

"Your situation has rendered you unique, Carmaody; therefore your predator
is unique. It is your death that pursues you, Carmody, and it does so with a
desperation equal to your own. You and it are bound together. If it seizes you,
you die; if you escapeto the normal menaces of your own world, your predator
dies for lack of Carmodic sustenance.

"Thereis no more| can say that will help you to evade it. | cannot predict
thetricks and disguisesit will attempt, no more than | can predict yours. | can
only warn you that the probabilities always favor the Hunter, though escapes
are not entirely unheard-of.

"That is the situation, Carmody. Have you understood me?"

Carmody started like a man awakened from a deep sleep.

"Yes," hesaid. "l don't understand everything you said. But | do understand
theimportant parts.”

"Good," Mdichrone said. "For we have no time left. You must leatve this
planet at once. Not even | on my own planet can arrest the universal Law of
Predation.”
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3BUYHOMY CEpEeOBHUIL, 3Ae0UIblIe MOKYTh MiATPUMYBAaTH cebe B CTaHi
PiBHOBaru, TOOTO XKWTH, CKUIBKU IM CYIHIIOCH, ycymeped Xukakam. Ls
PiBHoBara 3BMYaifHO MO3HAaYa€ThCs CHiBBiAHOMEHHSIM [lepeMoxkels-
[epemorxenuit, ado [1I1. Skio Buan abo npeacTaBHUKY BUIB MOTPAIUISIIOTH
y UyKe 1 He3HaioMme cepenosuiile, To 3HaueHHs [1I1 000B’ 13k0BO 3MIHIOEThCS.
[HOMi TpamseThCs THMYACOBE TTIOKPAIEHHs! Y BUIOBIH cuTyanii 3’ iB-3' ineHnit
(II1=33+1). Yacrime nacrae noripmenss ([T1=33-1).

3 Bamu, Kapmonui, cranocs och m0: BU MOKUHYJIU CBOE 3BHYHE
CEPEOBUIIE 1 OJHOYACHO IM030YyIUCS CBOIX 3BUUHMX XMXKaKiB. ABTOMOO1ITI
Bac He 30MBaKOTh, BIPyCH B KPOBOOOIT JI0 BAC HE IPOTI3ak0Th, 1 MOJINEHChKI
y Bac MOMHIIKOBO HE CTPiIAOTh. By mo30ynucst 3eMHUX Hebesmek, a 10
rajJakTHYHUX MaeTe IMYyHITeT.

Ta nmokpamenns (I111=33+1), Ha xayib, TUMUYacoBe. 3ai3HUN 3aKOH
PiBHOBaru y>xe HaOpaB CBOET YMHHOCTI. B He MOXkeTe yHUKHYTH MTOTIOBaHHS,
1 Ha Bac MOBUHHI ITOJIFOBATH. X KALITBO — i€ caMa HEOOX1IHICTb.

[To3a 3emuiero BU cTany YHIKaJIbHOIO iCTOTOIO, 4epe3 Te W Ball XHMKaK
YHIKaJIbHHH.

Barn xikak HapoauBCs SK YTUIEHHS 1 TOTBEPIKEHHS BCECBITHBOTO 3aKOHY.
Bin Moxe xap4uyBaTHCsl BAMH 1 TUTbKU BaMH, & CTBOPEHUI BiH SIK BIIMOBITHUK
1 IOITOBHEHHS BAIlIMX BiIacTUBOCTEN. HaBITh He OaYMBIIM XMKaKa, MU 3HAEMO
1110 H10ro JIany BJIalITOBaH1, o0 xanaTtu camux Kapmofi, mmeneny nprucTocoBaHi
rpusti camux Kapmogi, mutyHOK Mae crierudiuHi i yHiKaJdbHI BIaCTHBOCTI
neperpasioBat ymie Kapmosi, a 3'iBmum Bac, BiH HaOyJe TUX PUC, STKUX
OMY HE BHCTA4alo.

Barrie cranosue, Kapmoni, BU3HauMIIO Ballly YHIKAIBHICTB, Yepe3 Te i Balll XKaK
yHikaneHUA. Bac, Kapmori, iepecsiztye Batiia cMepth, i iepecitye 3 po3nademM, piBHIM
BaIlIOMY BIIACHOMY po3riaueBi. Bu 1 BoHa — HEBIIUTBHI. SIKITIO XMKaK BAC CXOMUTB,
Ballla CMEPTh HEMUHYYA, SKIIO 5K BU BPSITYETeCs BTEUEI0 y 3BUUHY HEOE3IEKy CBOET
3emiti, Balll XMKakK 3arvHe yepe3 BiICYTHICTh KapMOIIHOTO Xap4ayBaHHS.

Binbiie st He MOXKY cKa3aTd HIYOT0, IO MOIJIO O TOMTOMOT'TH BaM YHUKHYTH
CBOro Xuxaka. He Moy mpoBiCTUTH Hi OT0, Hi BaIlIMX BUBEPTIB 1 XUTPOILIB.
3ayMIaeThes TUTBKH HaraJaTH, 1o reperara 3apx/ 1 Ha 0011i MUCITUBIIS, X04
yTeua — He Taka BKe i HeuyBaHa pid.

Ocb Taka curyauisi, Kapmoni. Bu mene gobpe 3pozyminu?

Kapmoni 3npurayBcs1, Haue mpoOyHKeHHH 13 IITO0KOTo CHY.

— Tak, — BigmoBiB BiH. — [IpaBnma, He Bce, ajie HaWTOJOBHIIIE
3aTAMUB.

— JloOpe, — ckazaB MenixpoH, — 00 yacy B HAaC OUIbIIIE HE 3aJIHIIUIOC.
Bawm cnig HeraiiHo NOKWHYTH TutaHeTy. HaBiTh Ha CBOIl TUTaHET st HE MOXY
CKacCyBaTH BCECBITHIN 3akoH XuxKallTea.
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Chapter 9

"Can you get me back to Earth?' Carmody asked.

"Given sufficient time, | probably could,” Mdichronesaid. "But of course,
given sufficient time, | could do anything at all. It is difficult, Carmody. To
begin with, the three W variables must be solved each in terms of the
other. | would have to determine exactly Where in space-time your planet
is at the present moment; then | would have to discover Which of the
alternate-probability Earthsisyours. Then | would haveto find the temporal
seguence you were born into in order to determine When. Then there is
the skorish effect and the doubling factor, both of which must be allowed
for. With all of that done, | could, with alittleluck, slip you back into your
own Particularity (a surprisingly delicate operation) without wrecking the
whole works."

"Can you do this for me?" Carmody asked.

"No. Thereisnotimeleft. But | can send you to Maudsley, afriend of mine,
who should be able to help you."

"A friend of yours?'

"Well, perhaps not exactly a friend,” Melichrone said. "More of an
acquaintance, really. Though even that may be overstating the relationship.
You see, once, quite some time ago, | almost left my planet for a sightseeing
trip; and had | done so, | would have met Maudsley. But | didn't leave for
various reasons, and therefore never actually met Maudsley. Still, we both
know that if | had gone on my trip, we would have met, and would have
exchanged views and outlooks, had an argument or two, cracked a few jokes,
and ended with a mild fondness for each other."

"It seems a kind of feeble reationship to presume upon,” Carmody said.
"lsn't there anyone dse you could send me to?"

"I'mafraid not," Melichrone said. "Maudsley ismy only friend. Probabilities
define affinities just as wel as actualities, you know. I'm sure Maudsley will
take good care of you."

"Wel—" Carmody began to say. But then he noticed that something large
and dark and menacing was beginning to take shapejust behind hisleft shoulder,
and he knew that he had used up all of histime.

"I'll go!" he said. "And thanks for everything!"

"No need to thank me," Mdichrone said. "My duty in the universe is to
serve strangers. Good luck, Carmody!"

The large menacing form was beginning to solidify; but before it could
finish, Carmody had disappeared.
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— A BU He MOJKeTe BifliciiaTH MeHe Ha 3emiro? — 3anutaB Kapmoni?

— MabyTh, 3Mir Ou, SKOM MaB JOBOJII 4acy, — BilOBiB MemiXpoH. —
Besnepeuno, Maroum JOBOJI Hacy, s MOXY 3poOuTH Bce. Jlyxe BaxKo,
Kapmogi. Bxke HaBiTh TOMy, 1m0 3 Tphox 3MiHHNX “K" KOkHa HacTymHa
BIIIIYKY€EThCs 3 TepeayMoB nomnepeanboi. Crnepiry Tpeba Oymo 6 TodHO
BU3HaunTH, Kyam Ha naHwWii MOMEHT IepeMiCTHiIacs Ballla MiaHeTa B 4aco-
MPOCTOPI, MOTiIM JioBifaTucs, Korpa 3 nepeMiHHO-MOXKIMBUX 3eMelb Baia. A
TOJI 11I€ JIOBEJIOCS O BiJIIyKATH Yac, y IKUH BU HAPOIMINCS, 1100 BU3HAYNTH
Komu. Kpim toro, me cmig Oyno 6 Hamepen y3sTd MONpaBKH Ha MOXHOKK
HiApaxyHKy i koeQilieHT 3aBoeHHA. [1ic/is bOro BChOTO 51, KOMU O X04 TPOXH
MOIIACTHIIO, Mir OM mepeMicTuTH Bac y Bamy BiaacHy Crenudiky (Ha 1uBo
TOHKA OTIepalIlisf) Tak, Moo yce He MIIII0 MPaxoM.

— Bu Moxere e 3podutu juis MmeHe? — 3anutas Kapmogi.

— Hi. Hema uacy. Ta s Bigiuumio Bac a0 cBoro mpusrtens Mozacii, sKui
3MOXKE BaM JOTIOMOITH.

— Jlo Bamoro npusitens?

—Hy, Mmoxe, He Tak y:ke i mpusitens, —yTouHuB MelnixpoH, —aie, Oe3mepedHo,
J00poro 3HaoMoro. Xo4 i TyT MO)Ke OyTH JesiKa MepeoliHKa HAIINX B3a€MHH.
Bauwre, Konuch, yrKe TaBHEHBKO, 51 MalKe MOABCS 31 CBOET IUTAHETH B TYPUCTHUYHY
noziopoxk. | sikOu st 3ikicHUB i, TO mo3HaiiomuBcs 0 13 Mogcii. Ase 3 pi3HHX
MPUYMH 5 HE BUPYIIUB, 1 TOMY, BiacHe, Moyicii Hikonu i He 6a4nB. Ta Bce-Taku
MH 3 HUIM 3Ha€MO, 1110 SIKOH 51 BUPYILIHB Y MOAOPOK, TO MU O HEOIMIHHO 3yCTPLIHCB,
OOMIHSUTHCS TIOIISIIAMH 1 TyMKAMH,, TIOCTIEPEHATIHCH OH TPOLIKH, PO3MOBINH O KiJlbKa
QHEKJIOTIB 1 po3NydrITics 0 13 HallKpamMi BpasKeHHSIMH OJIFH TIPO OTHOTO.

— BzaemuHH, 3743€ThCsI, HAATO XUMEPHI, 100 Ha HUX PO3PaXOBYBaTH, —
3ayBakuB Kapmoji. — A 0 KOroch ilie B HE MOIJIM O MEHE IOCJIaTH ?

— Botocst, mo Hi, — ckazaB Menixpon. — Mojcni Miil €AMHUN TpUSTENb.
AJpKe BY 3HAETE, 110 APYKOY BU3HAYAE HE TUTLKH peajibHe, alie i iMoBipHe. S
neBeH, mo Mojcii 100pe mpo Bac mojaodae.

— A sxuo.. — movas Oyino Kapmori, Ta Bpa3 moMiTHB, K 3a JIBUM IUJI€4EM
IPOMAJNTHCS IIOCH BEJIETEHChKE, TEMHE I 3aTpO3JIMBeE, 1 3/10raIaBCs, 10 HOTo
yac BHUEpIaBCs.

— MeHi Tpeba iitu! — kpukHyB BiH. — J{siKyto0 3a Bce!

—Hewma 3a mo psaxyBati, — ckazaB MenixpoH. — Miii 0008’ 130k y BeecBiTi
— nonomMaratu uyxunism. [llacru Bam, Kapmoi!

Benerencrke ¥ rpizHe modano yIIUIbHIOBATHCH, Ta MEPHI HiXK BOHO
3arBepaio, Kapmoai mies.
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Chapter 10

Carmody found himself on a green meadow. It must have been noon, for a
gleaming orange sun was directly overhead. Some distance away, a small herd
of spotted cows grazed slowly over tall grass. Beyond them, Carmody could
see a dark fringe of forest.

Heturned around slowly. Meadowland extended on all sides of him, but the
forest ended in dense underbrush. He heard a dog bark. There were mountains
on the other side, a long, jagged range with snow-capped tops. Gray clouds
clung to the upper slopes.

Out of the corner of his eye, he saw aflash of red. He turned; it seemed to
be afox. It looked at him curiously, then bounded away toward the forest.

"It'slike Earth," Carmody remarked. Then he remembered the Prize, which
had last been a hibernating green snake. He felt around his neck, but the Prize
was no longer there.

"Herel am," the Prize said.

Carmody looked around and saw a small copper cauldron.

"Isthisyou?' Carmody asked, picking the cauldron up.

"Of courseit'sme" the Prizesaid. "Can't you even recognize your own Prize?"

"Wl. . . you've changed quitealot.”

"I am quite aware of that," the Prize said. "But my essence—the true me—
never changes. What's the matter?"

Carmody had peered into the cauldron and had nearly dropped it. Inside, he
had seen the skinned and half-consumed body of some small animal—perhaps
a kitten.

"What's that inside you?' Carmody asked.

"It's my lunch, if you must know," the Prize said. "I was grabbing a quick
biteduring transit.”

"Oh."

"Even Prizes need occasional nourishment,” the Prize added sarcastically.
"And, | might add, wealso need rest, mild exercise, sexual congress, intermittent
intoxication and an occasional bowel movement; none of which you have made
provision for since | was awarded to you."

"W, | haven't had any of those things ether,” Carmody answered.

"Do you redlly require them?' the Prize said in an astonished Voice. "Yes,
of course, | supposeyou do. It's strange, but | guess | had thought of you as a
sort of bustling eemental figure without creature requirements.”

"Exactly the way | had thought of you!" Carmody said.

"It'sinevitable, | suppose” the Prize said. "Onetendsto think of an alien as—
as solid all through and bowelless, somehow. And of course, some dliens are”
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Pozoin 10

Kapmoni onuHuBCcs Ha 3elieHOMY Jiy3i. Byno necek oniBiHi, 00 sickpaBe
JKOBTOTApsYe COHIIE CTOSJIO MPOCTO HAaJ T'OJIOBOK0. Bimmalik y BHCOKIMH
TpaBi maciiacsi HeBeIMYKa uepena MIAMHCTHX KOpiB. 3a HUMH TEMHiNa
CMYXKa JIicy.

Kapmoni nHekBanHo po33upascs. JIyr OyB po3noruid, a jic nepexoauB y
ryctuii yarapHuk. UyBcs cobauuii TaBKiT. 3 MPOTUIICKHOTO Bif JIicy OOKy
BHCOY1JIM TOPH — JIOBT1 3a3yOpeHi XpeOTH 3 3acHiXKeHUMH BepiinHamu. o
CXUJIIB yropi NpUIIaJH Cipi XMapuHH.

KyTrkom oka BiH 3alpHUMITHB SIKHICh YepBOHSICTHH cianax. O3UpHYyBCs —Haue
sucuis. BoHa 3 1iKaBICTIO TOAMBIIIACS HA HBOTO, @ TIOTIM 100IIIa 10 JICy.

— Cxoxe Ha 3emito, — nogymaB Kapmogni i 3ragaB npo Burpam, 1o
BOCTaHHE OyB 3allajiiM y CIUISTYKY 3€JICHUM BY>KEM.

[TomanaB Ha mwui — Burparia tam He OyIo.

— Ocb 1, Tyt! — 03BaBCcs Burpari.

Kapmoni o3upHyBCh 1 M0OaUYMB MajeHbKUI MiTHUI Ka3aHOK.

— e ta? — ciutaB Kapmogi, mizgifimMaroun Ka3aHoK.

— 3BHuaiiHo, 1. He Moxxen HaBiTh ymi3HaTy cBili BnacHui Burpam?

—I'M... TH TPOXU 3MiHHBCA...

—3Haro0. AJie MOs CYTHICTB, MOE CITPaBKHE Sl HIKOJIM HE 3MIHIOETHCS. A 1110
cranocs?

Kapmogi 3arnsiHyB y Ka3aHOK i Jieib He BUIIYCTHB HOTO 3 pyK. Beepenuni
BiH mo0aunB HeoOOiITOBaHE HAMiBOOrPU3EHE TiIO HEBEIWYKOI TBAPHHKH, —
MaOyTh, KOILICHSITH.

— o ne Tam ycepenuni?

— CHimaHOK, SIKII0 TOO1 TaK KOPTUTH 3HATH, — BiANOBIB Burpam. — S Tpoxu
MEpEKyCHB JI0pPOTOI0.

- Ox!

— Burpamam nexonu takox Tpeba MiIKpIMISTHCS, — YHIMIIMBO JO/aB
Burpari. — A mie, Mytry HaraJgati, BOHH OTPeOyIOTh BiATIOUYMHKY, HEBEIIMYKOTO
MOIIIOHY, CEKCY, Yac Bijl Yacy YapuuHH 1 BpsAU-TOIN BUTIOPOXKHEHHS. Binkonu
MeHe nepeany ToOi, TH Hi Mpo 110 i He mon0aB.

—3 11pOT0, 10 TH HA3BAB, S IIIE TAKOXK HIYOr0 He 0aunB, —3axuiiascs Kapmoyii.

— A 1001 1e cripaBni moTpidHe? — 3MMBOBaHO TOIliKaBuBCA Burpamr. —['m,
3BICHO, Tajia10, MoTpioHe JIMBHO, ajie s, 31a€ThCs, JyMaB Mpo TeOe Have PO
SIKeCh METYIUINBE eJleMEHTapHe TiIo 0e3 MpuTaMaHHHUX iCTOTI MOTPeO.

— I s mpo Tebe qymaB Tak camo, — npusHaBcsi Kapmopi.

— 3aBk/IM BOHO Tak, — 03BaBcst Burparr. — [Ipo MemkaHI[iB iHIINX CBITIB
JyMatoTh SIK ITPO IIOCh CYIUTBHE 1 03 KUIIOK. JleKoTpi, 3BU4aitHO, TAKUMH 1 €.
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"I'll take careof your requirements," Carmody said, feding a sudden affection
for his Prize. "I'll do it as soon as this damned emergency is over.”

"Of course, old man. Forgivemy fit of pique. D'yemind if | finish my bite of
lunch?'

"Goright ahead," Carmody said. Hewas curiousto seehow ametal cauldron
would devour a skinned animal; but when it came down to it, he was too
sgueamish to watch.

"Ah, that was damned good,” the Prize said. "I've saved a bit for you, if
you'd care for some."

"I'm not too hungry just now," Carmody said. "What are you eating?"

"We call them orithi," the Prize said. "You would consider them a type of
giant mushroom. Delicious raw or lightly poached in their own juices. The
mottled white kind is better than the green.”

"I'll remember that," Carmody said, "in case| ever run across one. Do you
think an Earthman could eat one?’

"I think so," the Prize said. "By the way, if you ever do get the chance, be
sure to have it recite a poem before you eat it."

"Why?"

"Because the orithi are very good poets.”

Carmody swallowed hard. That was the trouble with exotic life-forms; just
when you thought you understood something, you found that you didn't
understand at al. And conversely, when you thought you were completey
mystified, they suddenly threw you off balance by acting in a completely
comprehensible manner. In fact, Carmody decided, what made aliens so
thoroughly alien was thefact that they weren't completely alien. It wasamusing
at first; but after awhileit got on your nerves.

"Urp," said the Prize.

"What?"'

"I belched,”" the Prize said. "Excuse me. Anyhow, | think you must admit
that | handled it all rather cleverly."

"Handled all what?"

"The interview with Mdichrone, of course," said the Prize.

"You handled it?Why, damnit dl, you werehibernating! | talked usout of that spot!™

"I don't want to contradict you," the Prize said, "but | fear that you are
l[aboring under a misapprehension. | went into hibernation solely in order to
bring all of my powers to bear on the problem of Médichrone."

"You're crazy! You're out of your mind!" Carmody shouted.

"I am saying no more than the truth," the Prize said. "Consider that long,
closdy reasoned argument that you gave, in which you established Mdichrone's
place and function in the scheme of things by irrefutable logic."
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Po3zoin 10

— 41 nbarumy nipo Tede, — po3uyaeHo 3aneBHUB Kapmoni. — Joatumy, sik
TLNBKY BUITI3Y 3 Li€T KIIATOI XaJent.

— 3BicHo, apyxe. Japyii MeHi Moto B’ imuBicTh. SKiIo He 3anepedyent, s
J01M CBili CHiIaHOK.

— Jlagaii, — nmoroguBcs Kapmopi. ﬁOMy 1iKaBO OyJ0, SIK I1€ METaTIYHUI
Ka3aHOK JKyBaTHME€ HeoOOLJIOBaHY TBapHHKY Ta BCE K BiH 13 JENIKATHOCTI
BIJIBIB ITOIVISI.

—Ox, cmakora, — cka3aB Burparir. — S 3anuimmB T001 IMATOK, KOJTU MA€EIT
OXOTY.

— 41 HiOwu i He ronoauwmii, — BiAnoBiB Kapmoi. — A mo tv icu?

— Mu Ha3zuBaeMmo ix opiti, — nosicauB Burpam. — Lle HiOU BenereHChKi
rpubu. Cupi abo jeb IPUTYIIKOBaHI y BIACHOMY COKY — MAJIBIHKH OOJIHKEIII.
Bini muisMucTi Kpariii, Hix 3eJIeHi.

—3anam’ sitato, —cka3aB KapMosi, — SIKIIIO KOJHMCh TPAIISThCS. A 3eMIISIHH
MOXYTb 1X CTIOKUBATH?

— laparo, 1m0 MOXyTh, — BimnoBiB Burpam. — Jlo peui, nepen tuM, siK
ictumen, He 3a0y/b 3arajaTi iM MOYUTATH BipII,

— Sk ne?

— OpiTi — HeaOusKi TOETH.

CrnoBo 3actpsirio B ropii y Kapmozi. BiuHi Hemopo3yMiHHSA 3 TUMH
M03a3eMHUMH KUTTEBUMHU (POPMaMHU: SIK TUTBKH 37a€ThCSI, 10 AEIIO BUSICHUB,
TaK BUABJISETHCS, 110 B3aralli HiY0ro He TAMUIIL. | HaBmaku, KoY Bee 31a€ThCs
CYLJIbHOIO 3ara/Ikolo, TO Tebe 30MBaIOTh 3 MAHTENNKY LIKOM 3pO3yMiTUMH
BUMHKaMH. KapMoni AifIIoB BUCHOBKY, IIO HAcHpaBli YYKHHIIB POOUTH
Yy)KUMH T€, 1[0 BOHU HE MOXYTh OyTH aOcomioTHO 4dy:kuMmH. CTouaTky 1e
TIIMTB, & BiJITAK JPATYyE,

—I'nk! —moxas romoc Burparir.

— o?

— i Bimpurnys. dapyii. Hy, xaii Tam sik, BU3HaH, 110 51 CHPUTHO 00JIaroanB
yCIO Ty CIIpaBy.

— o — obnaroguB?

— beciny 3 MenixpoHoM, 3BUYaifHO, — CKa3aB Burparir.

—Tu obnarogus? Tu x, xali iomy Oic, cna! S cam BukpyuyBascs!

— He xouy 1001 cynepeunTH, — yignuBo miakuHyB Burpam, — ane 6otocs,
10 TH MOMHJISiENICs. S BIIaB y CIUBTYKY TUTBKHU JUIS TOTO, 100 CKOHIIGHTPYBAaTH
BCIO CBOIO CHITY Ha mpo0iiemi MerixpoHa.

— Tu 300keBoniB! Tu 3 my3ay 3'ixaB! — posmroruscs Kapmoni.

— 5] ka)Xy YMCTICIHBKY MTpaB.y, —Hanosras Burpam. —[Ipuragaii-Ho cBoro
TpHBaJIy CylepeyKy, 100pe apryMeHTOBaHU I BUCHOBOK, B SIKOMY TH 3 3aJTi3HOIO
JIOTiKOI0 00rpyHTYBaB MemixpoHOoBe Miclie i npu3HaueHHs y BeecBiri.
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"What about it?"

"Wdl, have you ever reasoned that way before in your life? Are you a
philosopher or alogician?'

"l was a philosophy major in college," Carmody said.

"Big deal," the Prize sneered. "No, Carmody, you simply don't have the
background or the intellect to handle an argument like that. Face it: it was
completely out of character.”

"It was not out of character! I'm perfectly capable of extraordinary logic!"

" 'Extraordinary' would be a good word for it," the Prize said.

"But | did doiit! I thought those thoughts!”

"Just asyou wish," thePrize said. "I hadn't realized it meant so much to you,
and | certainly didn't mean to upset you. Tell me, have you ever been subject to
fainting spells, or to inexplicablefits of laughter or tears?"

"No, | have not," Carmody said, getting a grip on himsdlf. "Have you ever
had recurrent dreams of flying, or sensations of saintliness?"

"I most certainly have not!" the Prize said.

"You're sure?'

"Sure, I'm surel”

"Then we needn't discuss the matter any further,” Carmody said, feding
absurdly triumphant. "But I'd like to know something else.”

"What is that?" the Prize said warily.

"What was Mdlichrone's disability that | was not supposed to mention? And
what was his one limitation?"

"I thought that both were painfully obvious," the Prize said.

"Not to me."

"A few hours' reflection would bring them to your mind at once."

"“To hel with that," Carmody said. "Just tell me."

"Very well," the Prize said. "Médichrone's one disability isthat heislame. It
is a congenital defect; it has been present since his early origins. It persists
throughout all his changes in analogous form."

"And hisonelimitation?"

"He can never know about his own lameness. As a God, he is denied
comparative knowledge. His creations are in his own image; which, in
Mdlichrone's case, means that they areall lame. And his contacts with exterior
reality are so few that he believes that lameness is the norm, and that unlame
creatures are curiousy flawed. Comparative knowledge is one of the few
deficiencies of Godhead, by the way. Thus, the primary definition of a God is
in terms of his sdf-sufficiency, which, no matter what its scope, is always
interior. Perfect control of the controllable and perfect knowledge of the
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— Hy 1o # mo?

— Slk — mo? A X0Y KOJIHCh Y CBOEMY JKUTTI TH MipKyBaB oTak? Tu 1o,
¢inocod uu JoriK?

— VY konemxi s OyB nepimii 3 pimocodii.

—IIxe! —xuxuknyB Burpam. — Hi, Kapmonui, 15 Takux BUCHOBKIB TOO1
npocTo Opakye MiAroToBKH W po3ymy. Och OUBHCS, TH X Ha Take ¥ He
31aTHUH.

—Ille i six 3natHuii! 51 4ynOBO OPIEHTYIOCH Y MUTAHHSX MTAPAIOKCATTHHOL JIOTIKH.

—“INapagokcanbHOI” TYT SIKpa3 A0 pedi, — NepexonuB iHiliatuBy Burpar.

— Ane x e mos mpats! S gymas!

— SIk co0i xouer. Sl He MiIO3PIOBAB, IO IIe TaK O0arato JIsl Te0E BaXKUTh.
S cupasai He xoTiB TOOi mocaautu. Ckaxku Kpaiie, ToOi TOBOIUIIOCS
HEMPHUTOMHITH, B Tebe OyBajy Hamaau cMixy abo riaqy?

— Hi, ne noBomuiiocs, — ckazaB Kapmoji, Bxe onanyBaBIiim cedoe. — A TH
JIiTaB y cHax a0o * Ha TeOe HaXOWJIa CBATICTh?

— Hikonu B cBiti! — cka3zaB Burparir.

— Twu neBen?

— 3BicuHo! e 6 maxk!

— Toni Ham Hema Mpo L0 TOBOPUTH, — ckazaB Kapmoni, BimdyBatoun
Oe3npuurHHUHN TpiymMd. — Asie st X0dy Ai3HATHCA PO iHIIE.

— IIpo mo came? — cromieHo 3anutaB Burpar.

— o Tam 3a ranmk OyB y MenixpoHa, npo skl MeHi He ciig Oyno
sraayBatu? | B YoMy HOro €uHa 0OMEKEHICTh?

— Sk Ha MeHe, 1ie Bajae y Biui, — 3AuByBaBcs Burpar.

— Tinbku He MeHi.

— [ogymaii kijibka rOIUH — MOXeE, ¥ 3710TraJIa€Incs.

— ITix Tpu woptu! — He crpumascs Kapmoni. — Ckaxu oapasy.

— Hy roxi, — 3maBcst Burpam. — MenixpoH e KynbraBuil. [eHernunmii
nedekt, BiH 3poay-BiKy Takui. B ycix #oro mepeBTiICHHSAX Il TaHK
30epiraeTbesl y BiANOBIIHUX MOAIOHMX hopmax.

— A oOMexeHiCTh?

— Bin He 3Hae€, 1m0 BiH KyJIbraBuU. ﬁOMy, sk Borosi, HemocTynHa
MOpiBHSUIbHA HayKa. Bci, Koro BiH COTBOPHB 3a CBOIM 00pa3oM i momo601o,
TEX HEOJAMIHHO KyJibrai. 3 30BHIIIHIM CBiTOM MENiXpOH Maiixe He
CTHKABCS, TOMY KyJIbraBi JUIsl HBOrO HOPMallbHi, a BC1 HEKY/IbIaBi — iCTOTH
3 4yepHAlbKUM KadinTBoM. /1o pedi, BMiHHS MOPiBHIOBATH — 1€ TE MaJle,
goro O0pakye Boram. Ocwk domy mepBicHi Aedininii bora 3BoasTbes 1o
HOro caMoIOCTaTHOCTI, Xoua BOHa, OalyxKe, sIKi MaTHMe BUMIPH, 3aBXKIH
He3aloBiIbHA. Brinckyde kepyBaTH TUM, IO KEPYETHCS, 1 OJIMCKyUe 3HATH
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knowable are the first steps toward becoming a God, by the way, in case you
ever wish to try the project.”

"Me? Try to be a God?'

"Why not?' the Prize asked him. "It's an occupation like any other, despite
its grand-sounding title. It's not easy, I'll grant you; but it's no harder than
becoming a first-class poet or engineer.”

"I think you must be out of your mind,"” Carmody said, feding the quick
shuddering shock of rdigious horror which so bedevils the atheistic.

"Not at all. | am merdy better informed than you. But now you had better
prepare yoursdf."

Carmody looked around quickly and saw three small figures walking slowly
across the meadow. Following them at a respectful distance were ten other
figures.

"TheoneinthemiddleisMaudsley," the Prize said. "He's always very busy,
but he may have time for a few words with you."

"Does he have any limitations or defects?' Carmody asked sarcastically.

"If he does, they are not of significance," the Prize said. "One deals with
Maudsley in quite different terms, and faces entirely different problems.”

"He looks like a human,” Carmody said as the group came nearer.

"He is shaped like one," the Prize admitted. "But of course, the humanoid
shapeis common in this part of the galaxy."

"What terms am | supposed to deal with himin?' Carmody asked.

"I can't really describe them,” the Prize said. "Maudsley istoo alien for me
to understand or predict. But there is one piece of advice | can give you: be
sure you get his attention and impress him with your humanity."

"W, of course," Carmody said.

"It'snot so simple asit sounds. Maudsley is an extremely busy being with a
great deal on hismind. Heisahighly gifted engineer, you know, and a dedicated
one. But he tends to be absentminded, especially when heis trying out a new
process."

"Well, that doesn't sound too serious.”

"It's not—for Maudsley. It could be considered no more than an amusing
foible, if it werenot for thefact that he absentmindedly tendsto view everything
as raw material for his processes. An acquaintance of mine, Dewer Harding,
came to him some time ago with an invitation to a party. Poor Dewer failed to
capture his attention.”

"And what happened?’

"Maudsley processed himinto one of his projects. Quite without malice, of
course. Still, poor Dewer is now three pistons and a camshaft in areciprocating
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Mmi3HaBaHe — OCh Mepii Kpoku, mob cratu borom! 3atsam cobi mpo To#
BHIIaJ0K, KOJIM caM Hajaymaem crata borom.

— 51?7 Borom?

—UYowm 6w i Hi? — 3nuByBaBcst Burpamr. dax He Tipmmii 3a iHII, TUTBKH
TOTO, IO TYYHUH TUTYA. He jerko, Mymry mornepeanTH, aje i He Baxkde, HiK
CTaTH XOPOIINM ITOETOM YH iHKEHEpOM.

— Tu, MalyTs, 3 Ty31y 3 ixaB! — Kapmoai BinuyB y Ay pantoBuii Hamaj
MOOOKHOTO CTPaxy, He TAKOro BXe i PiIKICHOTO cepell aTeicTiB.

— Anickineuku. [Ipocto a1 kpame 3a Tebe 3HaIO CBiT. A Temep
HPUTOTYHCSL.

Kapmoni mBuaeHbKo 03UpHYBCS 1 TIOMITHB BiIIATIK TPY HEBEIMYKI TOCTATI,
110 HECTIIIIHO IEPETHHANH JIYT. 32 HUMH, TIOIITHBO TPUMAIOYHCH 10321y, HIILTO
11e 3 JIECATOK 1HIINX.

— Toi, mo mocepenuni — Mozcmi, — noiHdGopMmyBaB Burpamr. — 3amxau
3aKJIONOTaHUMH, ajie, MOXKe, YPBE XBUIIMHKY MEPEKHHYTHCH 13 TOOOIO TIAPOIO CITiB.
— Tex Mae oOMexeHOCTI i raHKi? — B’ inymuBo noijikaBuBcs Kapmori.

— SIkuio ¥ Mae, TO BOHM TYT HIUOrO HE Ba)kaTh, — cka3aB Burparm. — 3
Mogacii BenyTh ClipaBH iHAKIIE 1 BUPIIYIOTh A0COTIOTHO iHII MPoOIeMHu.

—BiH cxoxwuit Ha JTroMHY, —3ayBaXkuB KapMojti, Kol rpyria migiidiia Omnkye.

— Taxa ¥ioro nono6a. 'ymanoigni ¢popmu MozHi B 11ii yacTuHi ['anakTuk.

— Ik MeHi 3 HUM PO3MOBIIATH ? — oIikaBuBcs Kapmoyi.

— He ckaxy noctemenHo, —Binnosis Burpam. —Mwu 3 Mozcii HaaTo pisHi
HaTypH, 100 s po3yMiB ab0 Mir mependaynTd Woro BUMHKU. Ta nemo Tobi
MOPaJIXKYy: IOCTapancs 3aBOJIOITH MOr0 YBarok i BUKIUKATH CUMIIATIIO CBOIMU
JOICHKUMH PUCaMH,

— Asroke, 3BICHO.

— He Tak npocro, sik 37a€ThCcsi. MoJIc)Ii HEHMOBIPHO 3aKJIOMOTAHUM
cBoiMmu aymkamu. baummi, BiH nyxke oOnapoBaHWM 1 AOCBiAYEHU
iH)XKeHep. AJie JEKOJHM HeyBaXHUH, HAATO sIK OOMIpKOBYE HOBI
TEXHOJIOT1UHI MPOIECH.

— Ile He Tak cTpamHo.

— He Toni, xonu maen cripaBy 3 Mogcii. Le Mmoxke Buiatucs 3a0aBHUM
JIMBAITBOM, aJIe Yepe3 CBOI HEYBAXKHICTh BiH y BCbOMY BOauae marepiaj
JUTSL CBOiX KOHCTPYKIi#. SIKkOCh BiH 3ampOCHB y TOCTi MOTO 3HaiOMOTO
I'roepa [Napninra. Ta konu Oigonaxa mpUKIIOB, HOro TaM HaBiTh HE
TTOMITHJIH.

— I mo cranocsa?

— Mogcni ckoprcTaBesi HUM B OJHOMY 31 CBOIX MPOEKTiB. bes ycskoro 31a,
3puuaiiHo. Oxnave OimonamHuil ['toep craB Temep TpboMa MOPIIHSAMH H
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engine, and can be seen weekdays in Maudsley's M useum of Historical Power
Applications.”

"That's really quite shocking," Carmody said. "Can't anyone do anything
about it?'

"No onewants to bring it to Mauddey's attention,” the Prize said. "Maudsley
hates to admit an error and can be quite unpleasant if hefeds hes being chivvied.”

The Prize must have perceived the look on Carmody's face, for he quickly
added, "But you mustn't let that alarmyou! Maudsley isnever vicious, andisin
fact quite a good-hearted fellow. He likes praise, asdo al of us; but he detests
flattery. Just speak up and make yoursdf known, be admiring but avoid the
fulsome, take exception to what you don't like, but don't be stubbornly critical;
in short, exercise moderation except where a more extreme attitude is clearly
called for."

Carmody wanted to say that this advice was as good as no advice at all;
worse, infact, since it merdy served to make him nervous. But now there was
no time. Maudsley was here, tall and white-haired, in chinos and a leather
jacket, flanked by two men in business suits with whom he was talking
vehemently.

"Good day, sir," Carmody said firmly. He stepped forward, then scuttled out
of the way before the oblivious trio ran into him.

"A bad beginning," the Prize whispered.

"Shut up," Carmody whispered back. With a certain grimness, he hurried
after the group.

Chapter 11

"Sothisisit, eh, Orin?' Maudsley said.

"Yessir, thisisit,” Orin, theman on hisleft said, smiling proudly. "What do
you think of it, sir?"

Maudsley turned around slowly and surveyed the meadow, the mountains,
the sun, the river, the forest. His face betrayed no expression. He said, "What
do you think of it, Brookside?"

Brookside said, in atremulous voice, "Wel sir, | think that Orinand | did a
nicejob. Areally nicejob, if you takeinto account that it was our first independent
project.”

"And do you concur in that judgment, Orin?' Maudsley asked.

"Certainly, sir," Orinsaid.

Mauddey bent down and plucked a blade of grass. He sniffed it and threw it
away. He scuffed the dirt beneath his feet, then stared for severa moments full
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KOJIIHBAJIOM Y JIBUTYH1 BHYTPILIHBOTO 3ropaHHsl. B OyaHi fioro MoxxHa modauntu
B MozcnieBCcbKOMy My3€i icTOpil pO3BUTKY €HEPTeTHKH.

— Xaxauso! — BigpearyBaB Kapmoni. — i HiYUM He MOXKHA
3apajiuTh?

— HixTo He 3BaxyeThCs cka3aTu MOJICIT, BiH HE BU3HAE CBOIX TTOMUJIOK, &
KOJIM MiZI03PIOE, IO 3 HHOTO TMTY3yI0Th, CTA€ MPOCTE HECTEPITHUH .

Burpam, mabyTh, mpuMITHB, Sk cXBHIOBaBcs Kapmoni, 00 MIBHIICHBEKO
J0/1aB!

— Ane 1001 He Tpeba HenokoiTrcst! Mozcii 30BciM He 31Iuii Haclpas/i BiH
Iyke gjoopocepauii. JItoOuTh, K i Bci MU, 11100 HOro XBaJIWIIH, aj1¢ HCHABUJIUTh
necromti. [TpocTo po3kaxku oMy Bce 1100 BiH 3HAaB Mpo TeOe. 3axOruToncs,
ane He 3aHanTO. [1lo He mog0baeThCs — CKaXH, Ta HE BNaail y KpUTHKAHCTBO.
Koporiie He BucyBalics, Xiba mo Tede 3MyCUTh KPUTHYHA CHUTYaILisl.

Kapmoi xotiB Oyi10 cka3aTH, 1110, MOBJISIB, HIX J]aBaTH TaKi MOpaju, Kpaiie
He JIaBaTH HisIKKX, 00 BOHH JIMILIE TAMOPOKH 3a0HUBaIOTh, aje OyJ10 BKe HIKOJIH.
Moncii 6yB 30BCIM MOpSIT — BUCOKHM, CHBOBOJIOCHH, Y JDKUHCAX 1 IIKIPSHIN
KypTIi — 1 )KBaBO MIEPEMOBJISIBCS 3 IBOMA CYITyTHUKAMH, OJIITHEHUMH B 3pY4Hi
JUTSE POOOTH KOCTEOMH.

— JloOpuii fens, cep! — pitryde npusitaBest Kapmoni. Crynus Oyio Kpok yrieper,
aJie ofpasy K BiZICKOUMB YOIK, 100 11 3aX0IJICHE PO3MOBOIO TPIO HE 30MJI0 HOT0 3 HIL

— HenoOpuii nouatok, — mennys Burpar.

— 3arkau nenbKy! — npocuuaB Kapmoni y BiANOBinb 1, HACYMHUBIIKCH,
nocmimwus 3a Mozacii.

Poszoin 11

— Orxe, 11¢ BoHA i €, Opine? — 3amuTas Mozacii.

—Tak, cep, 11€ BOHa, — TOPJI0 BCMIXatOuuCh, BiAMOBIB OpiH, 1110 HIIOB 371iBa
Bix Mogcni. — I mo Bu Ha 11e cKaxere, cep?

Moperi moBosti 00BIB MOIVISIIOM JIYT, TOPH, COHIIE, PiKYy, Jiic. Ha ioro o0mmyyi
He BiOuiocs Hidoro. BiH mpoMoBHUB:

— A Bu mo gymaere, bpykcaiine?

— Hy, cep, g ragaro, mo mu 3 OpiHOM CTBOPHWJIHM XOpOIWIY IIAHETY, —
3aTHHAIOYHCh, BiAMOBiB Bpykcaiin. — besnepeuno xopoty, sIKIIO B3STH 10
yBar, o Iie Hall MepUIni CaMOCTIHHUN IPOEKT.

— 1 Bu 3rofHi 3 Takoro oriHkor, OpiHe?

— 3BHuaiiHo, cep.

Monerti HaxWTHBCH 1 3ipBaB TPABHHKY, TTOHFOXAB i, BITKIHYB, PO3Tep HOCAKOM OQIOTO
Ti/1 HOraMH, KiJTbKa CEKyH/T IMBUBCS Ha CSFOUE COHIIE, 1 PIBHUM TOIIOCOM TMPOKA3aB:
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into theblazing sun. Inameasured voice, hesaid, "1 amamazed, truly amazed. But
in amost unpleasant way. | ask you two to build aworld for one of my customers
and you come up with this! Do you really consider yoursdves engineers?”

Thetwo aides did not reply. They had stiffened, like boys awaiting the birch
rod.

"Engineers!" Maudsley said, getting almost fifty foot-pounds of contempt
into the word. " 'Creative but practical scientists who can build the planet
where and when you want it." Do either of you recognize those words?'

"They're from the standard brochure," Orin said.

"That iscorrect,” Mauddey said. "Now, do you consider thisa good example
of ‘creative, practical engineering'?"

Both men were silent. Then Brookside blurted out, "Well sir, yes sir, | do!"

"We examined the job specs very carefully. The request was for a Type
34Bc4 planet with certain variations. And that's exactly what we built. Thisis
only a corner of it, of course. But still—"

"But till, I can see what you did and judge accordingly,” Maudsley said.
"Orin! What kind of a heating unit did you use?'

"AtypeO5 sun, sir," Orinreplied. "It fitted the thermal requirements nicely.”

"l daresay it did. But this was a budget world, you will remember. If we
don't keep the costs down, we don't make a profit. And the biggest single cost
item is the heating unit."

"We are aware of that, sir," Brookside said. "We didn't at all like to use an
O5 type sun for a single-planet system. But the heat and radiation
reguirements—"

"Haven't you learned anything from me?' Mauddley cried. "This type of
star is entirely superfluous; You there—" He beckoned to the workmen. "Take
it down."

Theworkmen hurried forward with a folding ladder. One man braced it and
another man unfolded it, ten times, a hundred times, a million times. Two other
workmen raced up the ladder as fast as it went up.

"Handle it carefully!" Maudsley called up to them. "And be sure you're
wearing gloves! That thing's hot!"

The workmen at the very top of the ladder unhooked the star, folded it into
itsdf and put it into a padded box marked "Star: Handle with Care.”

When the lid fl, everything went, black.

"Hasn't anyone any sense around here?' Maudsley asked. "Damn it all, let
therebelight."

And just like that, there was light.

"OK," Maudsley said. "That O5-type sun goes back into storage. On ajob
like this we can use a G13-type star.”
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— JluByrocs1, BOiCTUHY IUBYrOcs. Tak IpUKpPO, IO Jaiti Hikyau. S nopy4ns
BaM 30y/yBaTH CBIT JIJIsl OJIHOTO 3 MOiX KJIIEHTIB, @ BM MeHI TijicyBaete ome! [
BU CIIpaBJii BBaXkaeTe cede iHkeHepamu?

ITomiyHMKM HE o3uBanvcs. BoHM 3allilIeH1IH, SIK XJIOIMYaKH, 1110 I00aYniIn
Oepe3oBy pi3Ky.

—In-xe-nepu! — BigkapOysas Mozicii, BKIIaiarouu y 1ie CJI0BO 3 MiBLEHTHEpa
npe3upcTBa. — “TBOpPUO OpHUTiHANIBbHI, OMHAK MPAaKTUYHI HAYKOBIIi, 37aTHI
30yayBaTH TUIaHETY J€ 1 koiu 3aBroguo” . [Ipuramyere 11i ciioa?

— 3 peknamHoro Oykiiera, cep, — ckazaB OpiH.

— [IpaBunbHO, — migTBepauB Mojcii. — | Bu BBaxaeTe, 110 OI€ — TiHU
3pa30K TBOPUOI 1 MPAKTUYHOT IHKEHEPHOI JYMKH ?

CynytHuku MoBuaiu. Biarak Bpykcaiin 60BKHYB:

— Taxk, cep, yBaxato! Mu yBa)kHO BUBYMJIM KOHTPAKT. 3aMOBIIsLIACS
rtanera tuny 34Bc4 3 neskumu monudikanismu. Came 1ie Mu i 30yayBasu.
3BUYaHO, TYT JIKIIIE 3aKyTOK IaHeTu. Ta Bce X...

— Ta Bce x s Oady, 0 BU HATBOPHJIH, 1 MOXKY JaTH BiAMOBIJHY OILIIHKY, —
ypBaB ioro Moacmi. — Opine! Skuii obirpiBad B Croau BCYHYIH?

—Conrie Turty 05, cep, —BinmosiB OpiH. — SIkpa3 yKI1ajaeThCs B TEILIOBUIA OaTaHC.

— Ille 6 max! Yknanmaerbcs! Ta Bu 3aTAMTe, 110 HA TUIAHETY iCHYE IIe W
KOIITOpHUC. SIKIIO0 MU HE BKIIAIEMOCSI B HBOTO, TO 3BiJIKM B3STUCS MTPUOYTKOBI.
A cuctema onaJieHHS KOIITY€e HaHAOpOXKYe.

—Ile mu mam’ siTaemo, cep, —ckazaB bpykcaiia. — Ham 30BciM He xoTinocs
B OAHOIUIAHETHY CHUCTeMy CTaBUTH coHle Ty 05. Ane TexHIYHi yMOBH
Terutoikailii Ta ONPOMIHEHHS. ..

— Bu xo0u4 "orocs HaBumimcs Bij MeHe? — 3akpuuaB Mozcii. — Llelt Tan
3ipKH — CIIpaBXHE MapHOTPATCTBO. [eif, Bu! — BiH MiAKINKaB pOOITHHUKIB. —
3HIMITb.

Po0GiTHUKM CITIIIHO OCTaBWIIM CKIIaAany Apabuny. OnuH MiATPUMYBaB, a
JPYTUil po3CyBaB, MOJOBXKYIOUH il B JIECATh, Y CTO, B MiIBIHOH pa3iB. llle nBa
POOITHHKH B Mipy po3cyBaHHsI OiTTH 10 Hil 1OropH.

—O0epexxHo TaM 3HiMaiTe! —rykHyB Mopucni. — He 3a0ynpTe mpo pykaswuii!
Ta mTyka rapsya!

PoGiTHMKY Ha BepIIeUKy ApaOWuHY BITUSITUIIM COHIIE, 3TOPHYIIH HOTO B PYJIOH
i 3acynynu y ¢pynisp i3 Hanucom: “Ceituno. HE KAHTYBATU!”. Kpurika
3aKpUJIaCh, 1 HACTAJIA MIThMA.

— Mae Tyt XTO-HEOY/Ih TOJIOBY Ha TUIe4ax ? — moirikaBuBcs Mopucmi. — Xaii
fiomy Oic! Xaii Oyne cBitiiol

Sk 1 mano OyTH, — CTaJIO CBITJIO.

— O-keii! — ckazaB Mogacni. — Lle connie 05 — 3matu Ha ckiaa. Ha takui
00’ exT BUCTauuTh 3ipku [-13.
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"But sir," Orin said nervously, "it isn't hot enough.”

"I know that," Mauddley said. "That's where you haveto useyour cregtivity.
If you move the star closer in, it'll be hot enough.”

"Yessdir, itwill," Brooksidesaid. "But it'll beemitting PR rayswithout enough
space to allow them to dissipate harmlessly. And that might kill off the entire
race that's going to occupy this planet.”

Maudsley said, very slowly and distinctly, "Are you trying to tell me that
G13-type stars are dangerous?"

"Wdl, no, | didn't meanit exactly that way," Orinsaid. "I meant to say, they
can be dangerous, just like anything else in the universe, if proper precautions
are not taken."

"That's morelikeit," Maudsley said.

"The proper precautions,” Brookside said, "involve, in this case, the
wearing of protective lead suits weighing some fifty pounds each. But
this is impractical, since the average member of this race only weighs
eight pounds.”

"That's their lookout," Maudsley said. "It's hot our businessto tell them
how to live their lives. Am | supposed to be responsible whenever they
stub their toe on arock | put on their planet? Besides, they don't have to
wear lead suits. They can buy one of my optional extras, a solar screen
that'll block out the PR rays."

Both men smiled nervously. But Orin said timidly, "I believe thisis a
somewhat underprivileged species, sir. | think perhaps they can't afford
the solar screen.”

"Well, if not right now, maybelater,” Maudsley said. "And anyhow, the PR
radiations aren't instantly fatal. Even with it, they'll have an average lifespan of
9.3 years, which ought to be enough for anyone."

"Yes sir," the two assistant engineers said, not happily.

"Next," Maudsley said, "what's the height of those mountains?'

"They average six thousand feet above sea leve," Brookside said.

"At least three thousand feet too high," Maudsley said. "Do you think
mountains grow on trees? Pare them down and put what you have left over
into the warehouse."

Brookside took out a notebook and jotted down the change. Maudsley
continued to pace around, looking and frowning.

"How long are those trees supposed to last?'

"Eight hundred years, sir. They'rethe new improved mode Appleoak. They
give fruit, shade, nuts, refreshing beverages, three useful fabrics, they make
excellent building material, hold the soil in place, and—"
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— Anie x, cep, — 3HepBOBaHO 3ayBaxkuB OpiH, —y Hill Opakye Teria.

— 3Hato. Ochb TyT 1 nokaxith TBopunit miaxin! [lizcynsre 3ipKy Omrokye, i
TerJyia BUCTAYUTh.

— Tak, cep, BUCTaunuTh, — BTpYTUBCS bpykcaiia. — Ase BiacTaHb 3aMana
JUist Oe3MEeYHOro PO3CifoBaHHs panialii. BoHH MOXyTh BHHUIIMTH MaiiOyTHE
HaceJIeHHSI TIIaHETH.

— Bu m0? Xouere cka3zaru, 1110 Moi 3ipku ['-13 He BioBiIat0Th BUMOram
TeXHIKH Oe3MeKu? — Tyke MOBUIBHO 1 3 MPUTHCKOM 3anuTaB Momcii.

—Ta Hi, s He MaB Ha yBa3i came 11, — nocmimuB OpiH. — 5 XOTiB cKa3aTH,
10 BOHH MOXYTh CTaTH HeOe3MeUHUMH, SIK 1 Oyap-111o iHme y BeecBiTi, konu
He BJATUCH JI0 BiATIOBITHUX 3aCTEPEKHUX 3aXOMIIB.

— Hy, e Bxxe Omvxye 10 ¢yTi, — noroauBcss Mopciti.

—B nanomy BunaKy, —no4van nosicHoBaTH bpykcaiin, — 171st TOBHOT Oe3IeKu
HEOOX1IHO, 1100 MEIIKAHI[l IUIAHETH HOCHIM CBHHIIEBHII OIT Baror JeCh 13
I’ siTiecsT PyHTIB. Ta OCKUTbKH CepeIHs Bara NpeACTaBHUKIB i€l IUBLTi3aIil
JIUIIIC BiCIM (DYHTIB, TO I1€ HEMOKJIMBO.

— To Bxe iXHIN KIOMIT, — 3amepedyHo MaxHyB pykoro Moncii. — He Ham
YUUTH iX skuTH. YU K S Mar BiNOBIJIaTH, KOJIH XTOCh 3a0’€ MaJBUUK 00
KaMiHb, AKH{ s TOKJIaay Ha il ruraneti? Kpim Toro, iM He KOHUE HOCHTH
CBHUHIIEBI ckadaHApH. BOHU MOXYTh KYIIUTH — 32 OKpeMY IUIaTy, 3BU4aliHO, —
Miil COHTYHHI eKpaH, IO LUTKOM Bi()iMbTPOBYE IIKiATHBHIA CIIEKTpP padiallii.

OO6uBa MOMIYHUKH PO3ryOsieHo mocMixHyucs. OpiH cka3aB HECMIIHMBO:

—bBotocs, cep, 110 1151 IUBLTI3A1liS HE 3 3aMOXHUX. BOHU HaBPS| UM 3MOXKYTh
JI03BOJIUTH cO01 COHSYHUIT eKpaH.

— Hy i mo? Sk He tenep, To 3rojgomM, — ckazaB Mojcii. — Kpim toro,
paaianis He BOMBae x ozpasy. HaBiTe npu Hiil cepeHs TpuBaIicTh XUTTA 9,3
poky. Jlnst Oynb-KOro JOCHTb.

—Tak, cep, — TOHYPO MOTOAMIIUCH O0UIBA IHKCHEPH.

— Jlani, — MmoBuB Mojcii, — sika BUCOTA IUX Tip?

— B cepennpromy 6000 ¢yTiB Han piBHEM Mopsi, — BianoiB Bpykcaiin.

— IIpunaiimui 3000 ¢yriB 3aiiBux, — ckazaB Mojcni, — Bu 1o,
rajaere, ropu Ha BepOi pocTyTh? BKOPOTHTH 1 BEpIIMHU 3/JaTH Ha
ckman!

Bpykcaiin BUTST 3aIMCHUKA 1 3aHOTYBaB pO3MOpsKeHHs. Mogcii i nami
MOXO/KaB, IMBUBCS 1 XMYPHBCHL.

— CKUIBKM MalOTh JKUTH JiepeBa?

— Bicimcor pokis, cep. Lle mogudikoBana nopoxna sioionyoda. Jlae mionu,
3aTiHOK, TOPIXH, MPOXOJIOMKYBaJIbHI HAIoi, TPU BUIM KOPHCHOI CHPOBHHH,
npekpacHy OyliBeNbHY JepEBUHY, 3aKPIILTIOE TPYHTH, a IIE. ..
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"Areyou trying to bankrupt me?' Maudsley roared. "Two hundred yearsis
entirey long enough for atree! Drain off most of their itlan vital and storeit in
the life-force accumulator!”

"They won't beableto perform all of ther designed functions, then,” Orinsaid.

"Then cut down on their functions! Shade and nuts is plenty, we don't have
to make a damned treasure chest out of those trees! Now then, who put those
cows out there?’

"| did, sir," Brookside said. "I thought it would make the place |ook—well,
sort of inviting, sir."

"You oaf," Maudsley said. "Thetimeto makea placelook inviting is before
the sale, not after! This place was sold unfurnished. Put those cows into the
protoplasmvat."

"Yessir," Orinsaid. "Terribly sorry, sir. Isthere anything else?"

"There's about ten thousand other things wrong," Maudsley said. "But you
can figure out those for yoursdves, | hope. What, for example, is this?' He
pointed at Carmody. "A statue or something? |s he supposed to sing a song or
recite a poem when the new race arrives?'

Carmody said, "Sir, | amnot part of this. A friend of yoursnamed Méelichrone
sent me, and I'm trying to get home to my own planet—"

Maudsley clearly did not hear what Carmody was saying. For, while
Carmody was trying to speak, Maudsley was saying, "Whatever heis, the
job specs don't call for him. So stick him back in the protoplasm vat with
the cows."

"Hey!" Carmody shouted as workmen lifted him up by his arms. "Hey, wait
a minutel" he screamed. "I'm not a part of this planet! Mdichrone sent mel
Wait, hold on, listen to me!"

"You really ought to beashamed of yourselves," Maudsley went on, oblivious
to Carmody's shrieks. "What was that supposed to be? One of your interior
decorating touches, Orin?"

"Ohno," Orinsaid. "I didn't put him there."

"Then it was you, Brookside."

"I never saw him beforein my life, chief."

"Hmm," Maudsley said. "You're both foals, but you've never been liars.
Hey!" he shouted to the workmen. "Bring him back here!"

"All right, pull yoursdf together," Mauddey said to Carmody, whowas shaking
uncontrollably. "Get agrip onyoursdf, | can't wait around herewhile you haveafit
of hysterics! Better now? All right, would you mind explaining just whet you're daing
trespassing on my property and why | shouldn't have you converted into protoplasm?!
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— Bu 110, Xouere 3pyliHyBaTH MeHe? — TpUMHYB Mcycii. — J[BicTi pokiB 3
TOJIOBOIO JIOCHUTH JUIsl AiepeBa. BincMokratn Haumumok €an vita i nepenatu
Ha aKyMYJIATOp KUTTEBOT CrTH!

— Toni nepesa He BHHIYTh HA TPOEKTHUI ACOPTUMEHT, — 3ayBa>KuB OpiH.

— Ckoporite acoptumenT! JlocuTh 3 HUX 3aTiHKY i1 ropixiB. [Ipoekrom He
nepenbadeHo, mod MU poOMIIM 3 JepeB CKPHHI 3 ycirakuM qoopom! A xTo
MOPO3CTABIISB TaM KOpiB?

—S1, cep, —npusHaBcs bpykcaiia. — A ranas, 1o 3 HUMU MiCIIEBICTb CTaHE,
HY... TPOXH 3aTHILIHILIOKO, Cep.

— Bu 6eB3s! — Bu3BipuBcs Mopcii. — MicueBicTh Ma€e OyTH 3aTHUIIHIIIO
1o omary, a He micns! g mianera nmponaHa HeBMeOaboBaHOwO. KopiB — y
MPOTOILIa3MOBHI KyO!

— Ciyxatoch, cep, — 3ameryimuBcs Opid. — JlapyiiTe BEIMKOIYIITHO, Cep.
BynyTs ime BkaziBKu?

—TyT e 3 necarok Tucsy HenopoOok. CroiBaroCs, BU 1 cami iX BUSBUTE.
Ocp, Hanpukna, 11e 1mo? — Bin noka3as Ha Kapmoni. — CkyabnTypa, uu 1mo?
Mae micHsSIMH 4H BipIIaMy 3yCTpiduaTH HOBOCENIB?

— Cep, 1 He 3BiacH, — o3BaBcst Kapmoni. — MeHe npucnaB croay Baul ApyT
Menixpon. { mrykato crocoOy JicTaTUCs JOI0MY Ha CBOO IUIAHETY...

L1i cnora, MalyTh, mpoJieTi MoB3 Byxa Mopcii, 60 He BcTur Kapmomi i
3aKIHYHTH, SIK TOH pO3MOPSANUBCS:

— Xou 0w 1110 TO OYITO, B crienuikaiisgx Takoro He nependadeHo. Tymu x
HOro B MPOTOILJIa3My pa3oM i3 KOPOBaMH.

—Teii! —3anemenTyBaB Kapmori, ko poOITHUKH MiAXOMUIIN HOTO i pyKH.
—T'eit, crpuBaiite!  He 3 wiei ianeru! Mene npucinas Memixpon! 3axiTs!
Crunitees! [Tocnyxaiite!

—3ropitu 6 BaM Bix copomy! — kapTaB Mozcii CBOiX MOMIYHUKIB, MaIOYH
OYEBHJIHO, HAa yBa3i HemopeuHicTh 30ikiB Kapmomi. — Lle xTo gomymascs?
OnHa 3 BamMX JAEKOpaTUBHUX 031100, OpiHe?

— Hi, mo Bu! —3anepeuns OpiH. — A Horo cionu He CTaBUB.

— Topni ue Bam BUTBip, bpykcaiine?

— Briepiiie B xxutTi Hioro 6ady, mede.

— I'm-M, — ciuauBes Mojcni, Baratounch. — OOuBa BU AYpHI, ale
Opexynamu 1ie He Oynu. [eit! — ryknyB BiH g0 pobiTHHKiB. — HeciTh Hazan!

— l'apa3n, 3acnokoiitecs, — 3BepHyBcsS Mojcni o Kapmogi, skoro
TPSCIIO, MOB Y mpomnacHuili. — Bi3seMiTh cebe B pyku! Hemae vacy Ha Barry
ictepuky! Bxe kparie?Hy ot i 1o0pe. Ta sik Bu moTpanuiu B MOI BOJIOIIHHS
1 4oMy 51 He MOBUHEH 00epHYTH Bac Ha MPOTOIIa3My?
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"I see" Maudsley said, after Carmody had finished explaining. "It's an
interesting story, though I'm sure you've overdramatized it. Still, hereyou are,
and you're looking for a planet called—Earth?"

"That is correct, sir," Carmody said.

"Earth," Maudsley mused, scratching his head. "This is most fortunate for
you; | seem to remember the place.”

"Doyou really, Mr. Maudsley?'

"Yes, I'm quite sure of it," Maudsley said. "It's a small green planet, and it
supports a monomorphic humanoid race like yoursdf. Am | right?"

"Completdy right!" Carmody said.

"I have rather a memory for these things," Maudsley said. "And in this
particular case, asit happens, | built Earth."

"Did you redlly, sir?' Carmody asked.

"Yep. | remember distinctly, because in the course of building it, | also
invented science. Perhaps you will find the story amusing.” He turned to his
aides. "And you might find thetale instructive."

No onewas going to deny Maudsley theright to tell astory. So Carmody
and the assistant engineers assumed attentive postures, and Maudsley
began.

THE STORY OF THE CREATION OF EARTH

I was still quite a small contractor then. | put up a planet here and
there, and | got to do an occasional dwarf star. But jobs were always hard
to come by, and the customers were invariably capricious, faultfinding,
and slow in their payments. Customers were hard to please in those days;
they argued about every little detail. Change this, change that, why must
water flow downhill, the gravity's too heavy, the hot air rises when it ought
to fall. And so forth.

| was quite naive in those days. | used to explain the esthetic and practical
reasons for everything | did. Before long, the questions and the explanations
were taking longer than the jobs. There was entirdy too much talk-talk. |
knew that | had to do something about it, but | couldn't figure out what.

Then, just before the Earth project, a whole new approach to customers
relations began to shapeitself in my mind. | found myself muttering to mysdf,
"Form follows function." | liked the way it sounded. But then | would ask
mysdf, "Why must form follow function?' And the reason | gave mysdf was,
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— Posymito, — ckazaB Mopci, konu Kapmoii 3aKiHYMB CBOKO PO3IOBiIb. —
[likaBa icTopisi, X04, TICBHE, BU 3aHATO BCe qpaMaTusyete. OTiKe, BH IIyKA€ETS
IJIAHETY, 10 HA3UBAETHCS 3eMJIs?

— Cawme Taxk, cep.

— 3emis... — npotsar Mojcni, mouyXaBiiu MOTHIHIIO. S, 3Ha€Thes,
MPUTAIYI0 TaKe MICIIE.

— Cnpasni, mictepe Mogcmi?

—Tak, Hy Ge3niepeyno. MasieHbKa 3elieHa TUIaHeTa, a Ha Hiii MOHOMOpdiuHa
paca rymMaHoiniB, cxoxxux Ha Bac. [IpaBuibHO?

— A6comotHo Tak! — 3pani Kapmosi.

— Take s mam’sitaro 10o0Ope, — BiB gam Moacmi. — Pia y Tomy, mo 1e s
30y1yBaB 3emitio.

— Cnpasni, cep?

— Ere x. JloOpe mam’ sitato, 60 1oku OyJyBaB, TO 332 OTHUM 3aXOJIOM III¢ i
BUHAHIIOB HayKy. MaOyTh, 1 icTOpisi Bac 3aimikaBuUTh... A Bac, — Mogacmi
00EpHYBCS JI0 CBOIX TIOMIYHUKIB, — MOXKE, BOHA JICUOMY HaBUUTh.

Hixto He 3a3ixaB Ha mpaBo Mojcii po3noBigatu cBoro icropiro. OTike,
Kapmoni Ta imkeHepH-TIOMIYHHKH 00epHY/HCS Ha yBAXKHUX CiTyXadiB, a Mozci
MOYaB PO3MOBiIaTH.

ICTOPIAA COTBOPIHHA 3EMJIL

S OyB TOmi 11Ie 30BCIM CKPOMHUM MIiAPSAAHUKOM. 3BOJUB TO TYT, TO Tam
AKyCh TJIaHETKY, a JACKOIHM W Mepemnajaia cska-Taka KapiHKoBa 3ipka.
3aMoBIIeHb HE TYCTO, 3aMOBHUKH, SIK IPABUJIO, BEPEITUBI, MPUCKIMJIHBI 1 HE
MOCITIIIANH 3 OIUIATO. JloromuTH B Ti JIHI Oy/I0 Ba)KKO, MPUCKINTYBaIUCh 10
KOXHOI JIPiOHUIII: TiepepoOu TyT, MOMIHSI TaM, 1 YoMy Iie BOJa Teue BHU3, 1
TSDKIHHS HAATO TSDKKE, 1 TeIUie TOBITPS MifiiMaeThes, a kpaiie 0 oMy
omyckarucs! I Take iHme.

B 1iuacwu s OyB npocrocepuii, HaMaraBch yce BCiM IOSICHUTH 3 TOTIISTY
€CTETHKH 1 3JJ0pOBOTro TITy31y. Ta BpemTi Ha 3auTaHHs i BiANOBiAl y MeHe
nmouajo WTH Oinblle Yacy, HiXK Ha camy poOoty. banakanuna, ta i roxi!
Tpeba Oyno sSKOCh KJIAacCTH IIbOMY Kpaif, a s He 3HaB, 3 SKOI0 KiHIISA
nigctynutucs. | ock came nepes mpoekToM “3emis” MeHi crano Ha JyMKY
30BCIM iHaKIIE MiIATH JI0 CTOCYHKIB 13 3aMoBHUKamu. [Ipuranyro, sskoch
s ckazaB co0i: “ DyHKIlis Bu3Ha4ae GpopMy”, i MEHI Croj00aock, K I1e
3BY4HTh. A TOTIM s 3anuTaB cebe. “Yomy Gopma MoBHHHA BU3HAYATHUCH
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"Form follows function because that is an immutable law of nature and one of
the fundamental axioms of applied science.” And | liked the sound of that, too,
although it didn't make much sense.

But sensedidn't matter. What mattered wasthat | had madeanew discovery.
I had unwittingly stumbled into the art of advertising and salesmanship, and |
had discovered thegimmick of great possibilities, namdy, thedoctrine of scientific
determinism.

Earth was my first test case, and that is why | will always remember it.

A tall, bearded old man with piercing eyes had come to me and ordered a
planet. (That was how your planet began, Carmody.) Well, | did thejob quickly,
in six days | believe, and thought that would be the end of it. It was another of
those budget planets, and | had cut a few corners here and there. But to hear
the owner complain, you'd have thought 1'd stolen the eyes out of his head.

"Why are there so many tornadoes?' he asked.

"It's part of the atmosphere circulation system,” | told him. (Actualy, | had
been a little rushed at that time; | had forgotten to put in an air-circulation
overload valve)

"Three-quarters of the place is water!" hetold me. "And | clearly specified
a four-to-one land-to-water ratio!"

"WEell, we couldn't do it that way!" | told him. (I had lost his ridiculous
specifications; | never can keep track of these absurd little one-planet
projects.)

"And you've filled what little land you gave me with deserts and swamps
and jungles and mountains."

"It's scenic," | pointed out.

"l don't care from scenic!" the fellow thundered. "Oh, sure, one ocean, a
dozen lakes, a couple rivers, one or two mountain ranges, that would have
been fine. Dresses the place up, gives the inhabitants a good feding. But what
you gave meis shlock!"

"Therésareason for it," | said. (In point of fact, we couldn't make the job
pay except by using reconstituted mountains, alot of rivers and oceans asfiller,
and a couple of deserts | had bought cheap from Ourie the Planet-Junker. But
| wasn't going to tell him that.)

"A reason!" he screamed. "What will | tell my people? I'm putting an entire
race on that planet, maybe two or three. They'll be humans, made in my own
image; and humans are notoriously picky, just as | am. What am | supposed to
tell them?"

WA, | knew what he could tdll them; but | didn't want to be offensive, so |
pretended to give the matter some thought. And strangely enough, | did think.
And | came up with the gimmick to end al gimmicks.
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¢yHkier?’ —icam cobi BinmosiB: “Bo 11e — HeMoOpyUIHMiA 3aKOH MPUPOIH
1 OZlHA 3 OCHOBOMNOJIOXHUX akcioM mpukiaaHoi Hayku” . Lle MeHi Tex
cronobajocs, X04 SKOTOCh TIIy31y B TiM He Oyno. Ta riy3nm He OaraTo
Ba)kuB. Baxkuio Te, 1o s 3po0UB BiAKpHUTTS. S MiACBiOME HAIITOBXHYBCS
Ha MHCTEITBO pekJiaMu i 30yTy, po3rajaB TAaEMHUIKD BEIUKUX
MOKJIMBOCTEH, TOOTO BUEHHS MPO HAyKOBUU AETEpPMiHI3M. 3emils cTana
NpoOHWM KaMeHeM, i TOMYy BOHa 3amana MeHi B mam’ siTh. [IpwuifmoB o
MEHE 3aMOBJIATH IUIAHETY CTapHuii OOPOAaHb i3 MPOHUBIUBHUM IOTIISIOM.
(Ochb Tak mounHanacs Bamra ianera, Kapmosi). Hy, 3 poboToro st Biopascst
IIBHUJIKO — JIECh JIHIB 3a IIICTh — 1 rajas, 1o crpapiai KiHenb. Lle Oyio
3BUYAHE KOIITOPHCHE OYTIBHUIITBO, 1 5 JCIIO MOASKYIU ypi3zaB. Ta komu
MOCIyXaTy 3aMOBHUKOBI HapikaHH:, TO MOXHA JyMaTH, 110 51 00ep foro
SK JTUTIKY.

— Hagimo cTinbky yparanis? — 10nuTyBaBcs BiH.

— Ile yactuHa BeHTWIIALIIHOI cucTeMu aTMocepH, — BinosiB s1. (YecHo
Ka)Xy4H, sl TOJI TPOXH 3aMOPOUYMBCS 1 B CUCTEMI KPyrooOiry mositpsi 3a0yB
MOCTaBUTH 3a1I00DKHUI KIIaraH).

— Tpu uBepTi NOBEPXHi 3aJIUTO BOIOIO! —CKAPKUBCS BiH. — A 51 4iTKO 3a3HAYHB
y crienuikaliii, o BiIHOIICHHS CYXOJIOIY JI0 BOIU — YOTHPH JI0 OJJHOTO!

— Aute Take TeXHIYHO He3ilicHeHHe! — mosicHioBaB 5. (A s Jech MOJiB
Horo HeopikyBaTi cenudikallii, MPOEKTH THX JypPHYBAaTHUX iHAWBIAyaTbHUX
MiHi-TIJIAaHET Y MEHE HE TPUMAJIUCS KYITH).

—I B Taku#i MIMATOYOK CyILIi BU TOHATTMXAJIH 1 TyCTENb, 1 OOMIT, 1 PKYHTIIB,
iTip.

— 3ate sIKi Kpa€BHUM, — HAraJaB s HoMy.

— UxaB s Ha kpaeBuau! — 3arpuMiB ctapurad. — Hy Tam oguH okeaH,
JICCSITOK 03ep, Mmapoyka pik, OJUH abo JBa TipChbKi XpeOTH — i JIOCUTH.
[Ipukpainae MicleBiCTh, TIIUTh AYII MEIIKAHIIB, A B MOHAINUXAaJH
Henotpeoy!

— Ha 1ie e nmpuumnna, — 6oponnscs 5. (HacnpaBai My He BKIajanucs B
KOIITOPHUC, 1 TOMY MiJICYHYJIX BXKMBaHI TOPH 1 BEIMKY MapTil0 PIUOK Ta OKeaHiB
SIK HAllOBHIOBAY, a KiJibKa MyCTeJdh MEHI JEIICBO aicTanocs Bix Ypii,
MDKITJIAHETHOTO JJAXMITHHKA. Ta % He Ka3aTdH HoMy TIpo I1e).

—IlpuunHa! —30HKHYB BiH. — A 1110 51 CKa)Ky MOEMY Hapo10Bi? 5 30mpatocst
MOCEJIUTY Ha TUTAHETI LTy UBLTI3aIi0, a MOXKE, HABITh JIBi 00 Tpu. Lle OymyTh
JIFOJIN, CTBOPEHI 32 MOTM 00pa3oM i 1o1000t0, TakKi kK mpudenH, sk i . [1{o MeHi
iM ckazaTu?

Hy, st 3HaB, 110 iM cKa3aTH, aje He XOTLI0CSH KPUBAUTH CTapUraHa, TOMYy s
MPHUKUHYBCS, 110 0OMIPKOBYIO BCE SIK CIiI. |, SIK He TUBHO, I CIIPaBAi MipKyBaB,
1 HayMaB sl BUBEPT, K [TOKJIACTH Kpail yciM BUBEpTaM.
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"You just tell them the plain scientific truth," | said. "You tdl them that,
scientifically, everything that is must be."

"Huh?' he said.

"It's determinism," | said, making up the name on the spur of the moment.
"It's quite simple, though a bit esoteric. To start with, form follows function;
therefore your planet is exactly asit should be by the simplefact of being at all.
Next, scienceisinvariable; soif anything isn't invariable, it ain't science. And
finally, everything follows definiterules. You can't always figure out what those
rules are, but you can be sure they're there. So, it stands to reason that no one
ought to ask why this instead of that? | nstead, everyone ought to ask how does
it work?'

W, he asked me some pretty tough questions, and he was a pretty smart
old fdlow. But he didn't know damn-all about engineering; his field was ethics
and morals and religion and spook stuff like that. So of course, he just wasn't
able to come up with any real objections. He was one of these types who love
abstractions, and he started repeating, " 'That which isis that which must be.'
Hmm, a very intriguing formula and not without its patina of stoicism. | shall
incorporate some of theseinsightsinto thelessons| giveto my people. . . . But
tdl me this: how can | reconcile this indeterminate fatality of science with the
freewill | plan to giveto my people?’

Wl the old boy almost had methere. | smiled and coughed to give myself
timetothink, and then| said, "Theanswer is obvious!" Whichis alwaysa good
answer, as far as it goes.

"l daresay it is," hesaid. "But | don't perceiveit.”

"Look," | said, "this free will you're giving your people, isn't that a kind of
fatality also?"

"It could be considered as such. But the difference—"

"And besides,” | said hastily, "since when are free will and fatality
incompatible?’

"They certainly seemincompatible" he said.

"That's only because you don't understand science,"” | said,
performing the old switcheroo right under his hooked nose. "You see,
my dear sir, one of the most basic laws of science is that chance plays
a part in everything. Chance, I'm sure you know, is the mathematical
equivalent of free will."

"But what you're saying is quite contradictory," he said.

"That's how it goes,” | said. "Contradiction is one more of the fundamental
rules of the Universe. Contradiction generates strife, without which everything
would reach a stage of entropy. So we couldn't have any planet or any universe
if things didn't exist in an apparently irreconcilable state of contradiction.”
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— Bu uecHo BigkpuiiTe iM HayKoBy iCTUHY, — opaauB 5. — CKaxiTh, 110 3
MOIYIsITy HAyKH BCE TaK i Mae OyTH.

— Tob10? — HE BTOpOIAB BiH.

— lle merepMini3M, — CKa3aB 5, CTBOPIOIOYHM TEPMiH eKcripoMToM. — Jlyxke
MPOCTO, X04 1 15 BTaEMHUYEHUX. [J1s modatky: QyHKis Bu3Ha4Yae Gpopmy. Tomy
Ballla IJIaHETa camMe Taka, SIKOO Ti HaJISKUTh OyTH B CHITy CBOTO iICHYBaHHS B3araJi.
Jauri: Hayka He3MiHHa, TOOTO BCe HE He3MiHHE —He HayKa. | HapelnTi: Bce BUTIMBae
3 IEBHUX 3aKOHOMipHOCTEH. He Bci 3aKOHM B MOYKETe 3HATH HaIepel, aje OyIisTe
TMeBHi, 110 BOHHU icHYIOTh. OTKe, caMo co00I0 3p03yMiJIo, IO HIXTO HE TIOBUHEH
mutaty: “Yomy Tak, a He iHakme?' 3aMiCTh IIOTO BCI MalOTh MUTATH: “ A K
BOHO ztie?’ Tak, HaJ| iOro 3anuTaHHsIMU s T0OPE TOCYIIUB COO1 TOJIOBY, a B3arali
crapuras GyB JOCHTh KMIT/IMBHIi, X0ua 30BCIM He TAMHB y TexHilli. Horo cruxiero
Oyr1a eTrKa, MOpaJlb, PEiris i BCUISKI Taki BUTpeOeHbKH. ToMy BiH, 3BicHa pi, OyB
MIPOCTO HE3IATHUH CTAaTH Ha PeaTiCTUYHI o3uIliil. BiH HaexaB 70 TUX THIIIB, 10
NoMOOIIOTE abCcTpakilii, oT 1 OyOOHIB!

—Te, mo €, Te i moBuHHO OyTH. ['M-M, Ty*e criokyciuBa popmya it He Oe3
BIIOMTKY CTOIIIM3MY. 51 CKOPUCTAIOCS JACIKUMH 3 IIUX MMONISIB y MOBYAHHSIX
JUISL MOT'O Hapoay... AJie CKaXXiTh Ha MUJICTh, K MOXHa IMOEHATH
HefeTepMiHOBaHMH (aTamisM HayKd 3 MPHHIMUIIOM HECKYTOI BOJi, SIKOIO 5
30Mpatocs HaIUIUTH CBiil Hapo?

Tak, TyT ctapuraH jeap He 3aTHaB MEHE Ha CIM3bKe. Al sl TOCMiXHYBCh
1 BigKanuisees, o0 qatu codi yac moaymary, i cKas3as:

— Bianogriae oueBuaHa! — Xaii TaMm sk, 1€ 3aBXK/U HallKpaiia BiJIoBi/b.

— Moxke, # Tak, — cka3aB BiH. — AJie s 1I0Ch 1i He 0ady.

— JluBiThes, Xi0a HEeCKyTa BOJIS, IKY BH HAJIA€TE CBOEMY HAPOJIORBI, HE TOM
caMmuii pi3HOBUA daTaiizmy?

— MokHa posrsiaty i Tak. Aje BiIMiHHICTb...

— A KpiM TOr0, — IBUJCHBKO TIEPEOHB 51, — 3 SKOTO 1€ Yacy HECKyTa BOJIS
i patanizm HecyMicHi?

—Bonu cripaBni HIOH HECyMiCHI.

— Lle Tomy, 10 BU HE PO3yMieTe HAayKH, — CKa3aB f, JSICHYBIIH MaJbISIMH
NpOCTO Mepen Moro rauykyBatuM HocoMmM. — bauwrte, cep, oauH 3
HalpyBIaMEHTAIBHIIINX 3aKOHIB HAYKH TOMISTA€ B TOMY, L0 CKPi3b IPUCYTHS
BHIIAJKOBICTh. ['afaio, BH 3HaeTe, 1O BUMAJIKOBICTh — MaTeMaTHYHUN
eKBIBaJICHT HECKYTOI BOJI.

— Te, mo BU KaxeTe, TyXe CyIepedInBe.

— Tak BoHO i €. CynepeuuBicTs — 1€ OMUH 3 PyHIaMEHTATBHUX 3aKOHIB
Bceecpity. CynepedHocTi OpOIXKYyIOTh 00pOoThOy, 0e3 kol O y BChOMY
3anmaHyBaia eHtporis. Tak mo He icHyBasio 0 Hi muaHeTH, Hi BeecBiry, sikOn
BCe He nepeOyBaJio B HIONTO HEMPUMHPEHHUX CYIEPEUHOCTSX.
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"Apparently?' he said, quick as a flash.

"Right asrain," | said. "Contradiction, which we can defineprovisionally as
the existence of reality-paired opposites, isn't the last word on the subject. For
example, let's posit a singleisolated tendency. What happens when you push a
tendency to the limit?

"I haven't the dlightest idea,” the old guy said. "Thelack of specificsin this
sort of discussion—"

"What happens,” | said, "is that the tendency turns into its opposite.”

"Doesit really?' heasked, considerably shook up. Theserdigioustypesare
something when they try to tackle science.

"It really does,” | assured him. "I've got the proofs in my lab, though the
demonstrations are a bit tedious—"

"No, pleasg | takeyour word," thedldguy said. "After al, wedid mekea Covenart.”

That was the word he always used for "contract.” It meant the same thing,
but sounded better.

"Paired opposites,” he mused. "Determinism. Things becoming their
opposites. It'sall quiteintricate, I'm afraid."

"And esthetic as well," | said. "But | didn't finish about the transformation
of extremes."

"Kindly goon," hesaid.

"Thanks. Now then, we have entropy, which means that things persist
in their motion unless there is outside influence. (Sometimes even when
thereis outsideinfluence, in my experience.) But so, wegot entropy driving
athing toward its opposite. If onething is driven toward its opposite, then
all things are driven toward their opposite, because science is consistent.
Now you get the picture? We've got all these opposites transforming
themselves like crazy and becoming their opposites. On a higher level of
organization, we have groups of opposites going through the same bit. And
higher and higher. So far so good?"

"l suppose so," he said.

"Fine. Now, the question naturally arises, is this all? | mean, these
oppositesturning themselves inside out and then outsidein, isthat the whole
ball game? And the beauty part is, it's not! No, sir. These opposites flipping
around like trained seals are only an aspect of what's really happening.
Because—" And here | paused and spoke in a very deep voice, "—because
thereis a wisdom that sees beyond the clash and turmoil of the phenomenal
world. Thiswisdom, sir, seesthrough theillusory quality of thesereal things,
and sees beyond them into the deeper workings of the universe, which are
in a state of like great and magnificent harmony."
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— Hiburo? — GimckaBU4HO 3pearyBaB BiH.

— Linkom BipHO, — miaTBepauB 5. — CymepewInBicTh, SIKy MH TOKH IO
MOXEMO BU3HAUUTH SIK HASBHICTh MapHUX peabHUX MPOTHUIICKHOCTEH — 11e
ie He Bce. Bi3pMiTh, HampuKiaj, sIKyCh OKpeMy OIMHHYHY TeHeHwio. o
CTaHeTbCs, KONK BU II0 TEHICHIIII0 JJOBEIETE 10 Kpat?

— He maro moHailMeHIoro ysBIJIEHHS, — MPU3HAJIOCA CTape onyaano, —
JUISl TAKAX JJUCKYCiH MeHi OpaKye MiArOTOBKH.

— Tinbku ¥ TOTO, 10 TEHJICHITIS 00EPHETHCS HA CBOIO MPOTHIICKHICTb.

— HeBxe? — cniutaB BiH mpuronomiieHo. Ha TUX CBSTEHHHUKIB BapT
MOAMBHUTHUCS, KOJIK BOHU OepyThCs 710 HAYKH.

— Boictuny Tak, — 3aneBHHB s Horo. — Y MeHe B j1abopaTopii € Jokasi,
npaB/a, IEMOHCTpALlis iX e MapyaHa Clpasa...

—bynp macka, Hema notTpedu. 3pemToro, MH K YKIJIaH 3anoBit. — Le crnoBo
BiH 3aBXKJIM BXKMBaB 3aMICTh CJIOBa “KOHTpAaKT' . biu3bke 3a 3HAUCHHSM, aJie
Onaro3ByyHile.

— [NapHi MpOTHUIEKHOCTI... — PO3MIpKOBYBaB BiH. — JleTepMiHi3Mm... Peui
CTalOTh CBOEIO MPOTUJIEXKHICTIO... Lle, Oorocs, HaATO 3amTyTaHo.

— OmHak eCTeTUYHO, — CKa3aB s. — | o 1e He JIOKIHYMB TIPO CXODKECHHS
KpaitHoCTEH.

— Bynp macka, kaxitTh, — IONPOCHB BiH.

— Jsixyro. OTke, MaeMo EHTpOIio, TOOTO mepedyBaHHs pedell y craHi
PYXy HaBiTh 0e3 BIUTUBY 330BHi. ([lekon, K y MOEMY BHITAJIKy ITPU HAsIBHOCTI
30BHINIHBOTO BILUIMBY). | B TakoMy pa3i eHTpomis obeprae pid Ha ii
MPOTUIICKHICTB. SIKIIO 0JjHA Piu 00EPTAETHCS HAa CBOIO MPOTHIIEKHICTB, TO i
yci i1 pedi 06epTaroThCs Ha CBOIO MTPOTUIIEKHICTD, 00 HayKa Bil3HAYAETHCS
MOCHiOBHICTIO. YcBigoMunau? Bei i MPOTUIIEKHOCTI, MOB CKaXKeHi,
[IEPETBOPIOIOTHCS U CTAaKOTh CBOIMHU NPOTHIEKHOCTAMU. Ha Buimmomy
CTPYKTYpHOMY pPiBHI Te came BiIOyBa€ThCsS 3 TpylmaMH MPOTUICKHOCTEH. |
Tak yce Buile ¥ Butie. [loku 3po3ymino?

— I'aparo, Tax.

— YynoBo, 1 TyT, MPUPOIHO, MTOCTAE 3AMTAHHA. HEeBXke 1ie Bce? ToOTo 11l
MPOTHIIEKHOCTI, 110 00EPTAIOTHCS Ha CBOI MPOTUIISKHOCTI CIIEPITY TaK, a MOTIM
iHaK — HEeBXke I1Ie ¥ yBech Bepren? A ne x kpaca? Hemae! Hi, cep. Li
MPOTUIISKHOCTI, 1110 CTPUOAIOTH TYAN-CIOIH, MOB JIPECUPOBAaH1 TIOJICHI, € TUTBKH
OJIHUM aCIIEKTOM TOr0, ITI0 BiZIOyBa€ThCs Hacmpari. bo... — TyT s 3po0uB naysy
1 3aTOBOPHUB IOHAMIIEPEKOHIMBIILIMM TOHOM, — 00 iCHYe MyIpicTh, sika OAYUTh
JIaJTi raMopy 1 CyETHOCTI HABKOJIUIITHBOTO CBITY. L[5t My/picTh, cep, 6aunTh OLIbIIIe,
HDK UTI030pHI BJIaCTHBOCTI pealibHUX pedeli. Bona Gaunts nai i mpo3upae riuori
nistHHS Beecnity, crioctepirarouu iXHIO BCEOCSHKHY i BEITMYHY FapMOHILO.
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"How can a thing be both illusory and real?' he asked me, quick as a
whip.

"It is not for meto know an answer likethat," | told him. "Me, | amamere
humble scientific worker and | see what | see and act accordingly. But maybe
there's an ethical reason behind it."

The old boy mused on that one for a while, and | could see he was having
quite a tussle with himsdf.

He could detect a logical fallacy as fast as anyone, of course, and my
reasons had been shot through with them. But like all eggheads, he was
fascinated with contradictions and he had the strong urge to incorporate them
into his system. And all the propositions | had proposed, well, his common
sensetold him that things couldn't be that tricky; but hisintellectuality told him
that maybe things did indeed seem that complicated, but maybe there was a
nicesimpleunifying principleundernesthit all. Or, if not aunifying principle, at
least agood solid moral. And finally, | had hooked himall over again just because
I had used the word "ethics." Because this old gent was a perfect demon for
ethics, he was supersaturated with ethics; you could call him Mr. Ethics, make
no mistake. And so, quite accidentally, | had given him the idea that the whole
bloody universe was a series of homilies and contradictions, of laws and
inequities, all leading to the most exquisite and rarefied sort of ethical order.

"Thereis a greater depth herethan | had considered,” he said after awhile.
"l had planned to instruct my peoplein ethics only; and to direct their attention
to morally imperative questions such as how and why aman should liveinstead
of what constitutes living matter; | wanted them to be explorers plumbing the
depths of joy, fear, piety, hope, despair, rather than scientists who examine
stars and raindrops and form grandiose and impractical hypotheses on the
basisof their findings. | was aware of theuniverse, but considered it superfluous.
Now you have corrected me."

"Wdl, look," | said, "I didn't mean to causetrouble. | just thought | should
point out this stuff . . ."

The old man smiled. "By causing metrouble," he said, "you have spared
me greater trouble. | can create in my own image; but | will not create a
world peopled with miniature versions of myself. Free will isimportant to
me. My creatures will have it, to their glory and their sorrow. They will
take this glittering useless toy which you call science and they will elevate
it to an undeclared Godhead. Physical contradictions and solar abstractions
will fascinate them; they will pursue knowledge of these things and forget
to explore the knowledge of their own heart. You have convinced me of
this, and | am grateful for the forewarning."
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— Sk Moke pid OyTH BOJHOYAC PEAJILHOKO 1 JIO TOrO X LIHO30PHOK? —
CTIHUTAB BiH, HEMOB JIICHYBIIH OATOrOM.

— He meni BiAmoBigaTu Ha Taki 3anmuTaHHs, — cKa3aB s Homy. — S nwmime
CKpPOMHUI1 HayKoBellb i1 6ady TiTbKHU Te, 110 O0ady. | BignosiaHo aito. Ta Moxe
CTaTHUCsl, MO Y BCbOMY IIbOMY KPHUETHCS SKACh MPUUYNHA ETHYHOTO TOPSIKY.

CrapuraH ymnas y 3ajJyMmy, i s 1m00auuB, sSIK Yy HOro Ayl BigOyBaeThCs
O0oporhr0a.

Besnepeuno, BiH, SK 1 Oy/lb-XTO, MIr OM 3pa3y MO0AYUTH HEMOCIIIOBHICTD
MO€i J0TikH, 60 MOi MipKyBaHHsA OylM NPOCTO HAIIMHUIOBAaHI Ti€lO
HerociIoBHICTIO. Ta Horo, sk i BCiX TOIOBATHX, 3UapyBalld CYIIEPEYHOCTI, i
HOMY KOPTLJIO YBIMXHYTH iX y cBOIO cucteMy. Komu s BUKiazmaB oTe Bce, TO
370POBUH TITy3]l MigKa3yBaB HOMY, IO pedi HE MOXYTh OyTH aXk TaKHUMH
KpY4YEeHHMH. A pO3yM HAIINTYBaB, 10 pedi, MOXKe, i CipaBi JHIIe 31al0ThCs
CKIIaJTHIMH, 1, MOYKE, 32 BCIM THM XOBA€THCSI POCTEHBKHUI 3arajbHUI MPHHIIHIL.
A SIK11I0 He 3araJIbHUI IPUHIINT, TO TPUHAWMHI TBEpAa, HEMOXUTHA MOPab. I,
TOJIOBHE, s 3JI0BUB HOr0 Ha radyokK, MPHJIIMUBIIK CJIOBO “ €TUYHICTE . bo Toi
CTapOCBITCHKUH TeJICNCHb OyB CXUOJICHUI Ha €TUIIl, HAIITUTOBAHUI €TUKOIO,
fioro MoxxHa Oyrno BenmmuaTh “mictep ETuka”. A s BUNIaAKOBO MiAKUHYB HOMY
171€10, 1110 YBECH 11eH KiIaThHi BCECBIT, 115 CyMIIIl TOCTYIIATIB Ta CYNIEPEYHOCTEH,
3aKOHIB 1 0€33aKOHHS —HE 1110 1HIIIE, IK BTUICHHS BUIIMX €TUYHUX IPUHITUITIB!

—JInOoHb, BCe 11e Hadararo riuoIe, HIK s rafas, — CKa3as BiH, IOMOBYABIIIH.
— 51 30uparocst HABIMTH Miii HApOJT JIUITIC ETHKH, HAIIUTIOBATH HOr0 Ha BUII MOPATBHI
npoOrieMHu, MPUMIpoM, “sAK 1 YoMy TIOBHHHA JKUTH JIIoAMHA?', a He Ha “3 4oro
CKJIaa€ThCs JKUBa Matepist?’ 51 XOTiB, 00 BOHM 3a3HAIIN IMOWH PaJIOCTi, CTPaxy,
CMHPEHHOCTI, HaJlil, po3naqy, a He CTAJIM My/IPareJisiMH, 1110 BUBYAIOTH 3IPKH 1
JIOLIOBI KpaIJIMHH, a TOTIM Ha ITiCTaBi CBOIX BIAKPHUTTIB CTBOPIOIOTH I'PaH/Iio3Hi,
aJie HIKOMY He TIOTPiOHi rirote3u. 5 gerno 3HaB npo Beecit, alie BBaXKaB 111 3HAHHS
3aiiBuHOI0. Terep BU MeHe MiinpaBuIIy.

— llo Bu! — ckazaB s1. — 4 He xoTiB 3aBHaBaTé BaM MOpokH. [Ipocto s
BBa)kaB CBOIM 00OOB’SI3KOM 3BEpHYTH Bally yBary...

Crapuii ycMixHYBCS:

— Lliero MOpOKOIO BM BOEpErTM MEHE BiJ| OLTBIIUX HEMPUEMHOCTEH. S Mir
OM CTBOPUTH HAPOJI 32 CBOIM 00pa30oM i MOI000k0, Ta HE X0y HACESTH CBIT
MIHIATFOPHUMU KOMisiMH caMoro cebe. J[Jist MeHe JIIIe BaKUTh HECKyTa BOJIS.
Moi coTBOpiHHSA MaTUMYTH ii BO CJ1aBY CBOIO i Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY. BoHM OTpHMaioTh
0 OIMCKy4y 1 HEMOTPiOHY UAIBKY, KOTPY BH Ha3WBaE€Te HAyKolo, i
06OKHIOBATMMYTH ii. IX 3aXOITIOBATUMYTh CyNepedHOCTi (Bi3UKH i COHSUHI
npoTyOepaHili, BOHU TaHATUMYThCS 32 Mi3HAHHSIM peyeld 1 3a0yayTh po Mi3HAHHS
BJIACHOTO cepllsi. By nepekoHanu MeHe, 151 BeIIbMU BISIYHUH 32 MONEPEIHKCHHS.
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I'll be frank, he got me a little nervous just about then. | mean, he was a
nobody, hedidn't know any important people; and yet, he had the grand manner.
| had the feding that he could cause me one hell of alot of trouble, and | fet
that he could do it with a few words, a sentence like a poisoned dart lodged in
my mind and never to be removed. And that scared meallittle, to tell the truth.

Wl sir, the old joker must have been reading my mind. For he said, "Do not
be frightened. | accept without reservation the world you have built for me; it
will serve very well, exactly as it is. As for the flaws and defects which you
also built into my world, | accept those also, not entirely without gratitude; and
| pay for those, too."

"How?' | asked. "How do you pay for errors?'

"By accepting them without dispute,” he said. "And by turning away from
you now and going about my business and the business of my people.”

And the old gentleman left without another word.

"Well, it left me pretty thoughtful. I'd had all the good arguments, but theold
boy left somehow with the last word. | knew what he meant; he had fulfilled
his contract with me and that ended it. He was leaving with no word for me
personally. From his point of view, it was akind of punishment.

"But that's only the way he saw it. What did | need with hisword? | wanted
to hear it, of course; that's only natural; and for quiteawhilel tried to look him
up. But he didn't care to see me.

"So it really doesn't matter. | made a pretty nice praofit on that world, and
even if | bent the contract here and there, | didn't break it. That's how things
are; you owe it to yoursdf to make a profit. You can't get too worked up over
the consequences.

"But | wastrying to makeapoint out of all this, and | want you boysto listen
carefully. Scienceis filled with a lot of rules, because | invented it that way.
Why did | invent it that way? Because rules are a great assistance to a smart
operator, just asalot of laws area great hdp to lawyers. Therules, doctrines,
axioms, laws, and principles of science arethereto help you, not to hinder you.
They're there in order to provide you with reasons for what you do. Most of
them are true, more or less, and that helps.

"But always remember—these rules are there to help you explain to the
customers what you do after you do it, not before. When you have a project,
do it exactly as you see fit; then fit the facts around the event, not the other
way around.

"Remember—these rules exist as a verbal barrier against people who ask
questions. But they should not be used as a barrier by you. If you've learned
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[Ipusnarocs mwpo, sKpa3 UM BiH AomiKk MeHi. Skuiick Hikuema 0e3
BIUITMBOBUX 3B A3KIB, a IIOBOAUTHL cede, IK [UKEHTIbMEH. MeHe moigalio
MepeM4yTTs, 110 BiH iI[e MOXKE 3aBJIaTH MEHI KJIOTOTY, 1 TO KiJTbKOMa CJIOBAMH,
(pa3oro0, 110 3aCTPATHE B MO3KY OTPYEHOIO CTPLIOKO, 1 HisK il HE BUTATHEII
3BinTH. BimBepTo Kakyuu, caMe Lie MEHE TPOXH Hemokoito. Tak-To, cep,
cTapuii Oyia3eHb, MaOyTh, YMTaB MOI JYMKH, 00 CKa3aB:

— He mepeiimaiitecs. 30yqoBaHy AJisi MeHE IUIaHETy MpuiitMan 0e3
pexamariiii. Taka, siK €, CIIYXKUTHME T&X 9yJI0BO. A 100 BaJ 1 IEEKTiB, sIKi
BY BMOHTYBAJIM B MOIO TIIIAHETY, 5 iX MpuiMaro Tex, Ta i He 6e3 yasaHocTi. 5
3a HUX TEX IIaTaTUMY.

— Sk ne? — ckuHyBCs 5. — SIK 1€ BU 3aIuiaTUTE 3a Opak?

— He 3Bepratoun Ha HBOTO yBaru, — cka3as BiH. — | Ha I[bOMY IIpoIatoCs 3
BamMH, 00 BepTaloch A0 CBOTO JiNia i 10 AisTHb MOTO HAapOy.

I crapuii JKeHTIEMEH MOJAaBCsl r'eTh, He IPOMOBHBIIH OiTbIIIE Hi CIIOBA.

Ocp Tak. Lle 3mycuno mene 3amucinutucs. I OyB TOTOBUH 10O
3aMmeKJuX MOJEeMiK, a CTapui MIiMIOB Tak, HIOM OCTaHHE CJIIOBO
3aJIMIIUIIOCS 32 HUM. Sl 3HAB, IO IIUM BiH XOTIB CKa3aTH: KOHTPAKT Miii
CKIHYHMBCSH, 1 KBUT. | BIH IIIIOB, He CKa3aBIIM, BiIacHe, MeH1 H1 ClIOBa.
Ha t#ioro nymky, me Oyna cBoepigHa kapa. Ajne Tuibku Ha Horo. o
MEHI 3 OTHX CJIiB? 3BUYAWHO, TOYYTH X XOTUIOCH, 1€ IIJIKOM IPUPOJIHE
OakaHHS, 15 JOCUTH JIOBrO MIyKaB 3 HUM 3ycTpivi. Ta BiH yHHKaB MeHe.
OTxe, MeHe BXe HIIMOo He o0xoauio... Ha mil miaHeTri s HEOraHo
3apo0uB, 1 HaBiTh fAKIIO ¥ BiIXWUIHMBCS Bil YMOB KOHTDPaKTy, TO Iil0
Taku 3aBepmuB. Tak y CBiTi BIaIITOBAaHO — KOXXEH caM BiJIMoOBinae 3a
cBoi rapasau. | He ciin 3a0UBaTH TOJIOBY TUM, IO MOTJIO O cTaTHCA.

3 yChOro 1bOro s XOTiB 3pOOUTH BUCHOBOK, 1 BH, XJIOIII, CIyXaiiTe MEeHe
yBaxkxHO. Hayka mae 0e31i4 3akoHiB, 00 Tak s nmokyias. Yomy, BiacHe, Tak?
Tomy, o ¢i3uuHi 3aKOHU — BEJIMKA iMOTa KMITIMBOMY MEXaHiKOBi, TaK
caMmo, K TUTyTaHWHA IOPUJAMYHUX — ajBokaroBi. [IpaBuna, MOKTpuUHH,
aKCiOMH, 3aKOHU 1 HAYKOBI MPUHITUIIH CIYXKATh JIJIS TOTO, I[00 JOMOMOTTH
BaM, a HE CTOATU Ha 3aBaji. BoHM MaroTh OyTH mifmopamMu BaluX JIii.
Maiie BCi BOHHA OUIBII-MEHIII BIAMOBIIAOTh ICTUHI, 1 1€ JOIIOMAarae.

AJe 3aBXJIM maM’ sTalTe. 3aKOHU JONMOMAaralmTh JOMOBUTHCS 3
3aMOBHHUKOM IIiciisi 3po0OJieHOTO, a He mepea HuM. MaeTe mpoekT —
BHKOHYWTE, SIK BaM BUTiJIHIiIIE, a BXE MOTIM MpH MoTpedi AomacoByiTe
(daxTu 10 pe3ynbraTiB podOTH, a HE HAaBIAKH.

He 3a0yBaiiTe — 3aKOHM HayKH CTBOpEHI SIK CIIOBECHHH Oap’'ep Bin
JofIeH, o 3a4al0Th NUTaHHs. Ta /g Bac BOHU He Oap’ ep. SIKIIo BU xou
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anything from me, you've learned that our work is inevitably inexplicable; we
simply do it, and sometimes it comes out well and sometimes not.

"But never try to explain to yoursdves why somethings happen and why other
things don't happen. Dont ask, and don't imaginethat an explanation exigts. Get me?"

The two assistants nodded vehemently. They looked enlightened, like men
who have found a new rdigion. Carmody would have bet anything that those
two earnest young men had memorized every one of the Builder's words, and
would now proceed to devate those words into—a rule.

Chapter 13

After finishing his story, Maudsley was silent for along time. He seemed
morose and withdrawn, and filled with unhappy thoughts. But after awhile
he roused himself and said, "Carmody, a person in my position is always
beset by requests from various charities. | give generously every year to
the Oxygen Fund for Indigent Carbon-Forms. | also contribute to the
Interstellar Redevelopment Foundation, the Cosmic Settlement Home, and
the Save-the-lmmature program. This seems to me quite sufficient, and is
also tax-deductible.”

"All right," Carmody said, with a sudden flash of pride. "I don't want your
charity anyhow."

"Pleasedo not interrupt me," Maudsley said. "l was saying that my charities
are quite sufficient to fulfill my humanitarian instincts. | do not like to take up
individual cases because it gets messy and personal.”

"I quite understand,” Carmody said. "1 think | had better go now," he added,
though he didn't have the slightest idea of where he was going or how he
would get there.

"l asked you hot to interrupt me," Maudsley said. "Now, | don't like to take
personal cases, as | said. But | am going to make an exception this time and
help you get back to your planet.”

"Why?' Carmody asked.

"Awhim," Mauddey said. "Themerest fancy, with perhaps atouch of altruism
thrown in. Also—"

"Yes?'

"W, if you ever get home—which is dubiousin spite of my help—I would
appreciate your ddivering a message."

"Sure," Carmody said. "Who's the message to?"

"Why, obviously, to the bearded old man for whom | built the planet. |
suppose he's still in charge?”
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4OMYCh BiJl MEHE HaBUYMIIUCS, TO 3HAETE, IO MOSCHUTH Hally poOoTy He
MOXKHa HisiK. MU ii mpocTo pobumo — nexonu 106pe, a AeKoIu i MoraHo.

I HikonM He HaMaralTecs 3'ACyBaTH, YOMY JEII0 BIAAETHCS, a JACHIO0
Hi. He 3anuTyiiTe i He BUTanyiiTe cobi, M0 iCHY€ MOSICHEHHS . 3aTAMUIHN ?

OO0wu1Ba TOMIYHUKH €HEPTii{HO KUBHYIHU. Y HUX Oy MPOCBITIEH], MOB
y HeoditiB, o0nuyus. Kapmoni najeH OyB 3akiacTHCs, IO I MOBAXKHI
MOJIOZMKH 3akapOyBajiu B MaMm’ ATh KOXKHE CJIOBO ByJaiBHMYOro i TOTOBI
BTIUJIIOBATH CJIOBA... B 3aKOH.

Pozoin 13

3aKiHUMBIIHM CBOIO PO3IMOBiAb, MOZCII HaJOBrO MOPHUHYB Y MOBUAHKY. CHIiB
MOXMYPHH 1 BiT4yKeHNH, 3arTMOUBIINCH Y HEeBecem i JyMKH. Ta 3rofiloM MmiiBiBcs
1 IPOMOBUB:

—Kapmopi, JiromiHi y MOEMY CTaHOBHIII BIYHO HAJJOKYYarOTh Pi3HI Oaro i1
Toapuctia. [1lopoky s BHoIy 1ienpi nokeptBy y KucheBunit Dow 1 st 3nuaeHHIX
Byrnenesux [Tinpuais. Taxox st poomo BHeckn B Mixk3opstauii @onp [epebynosw,
B Kocmiunmii Kononizaniiiauii [lim i B [Iporpamy [Topsitynky HenopossuneHux.
Sk Ha MeHe, TO IBOTO IUIKOM JIOCHTh, Ta 1 TIOIATKIB MEHIIIE 0Py Th.

—Tapasn, —panTom BiadyBIIM TOpAicTh, ypBaB KapMoi, — s He moTpedyro
BamIoi 0JIarOYMHHOCT.

— He nepebuaiite, Oyap nacka. S ka3aB, 1110 Ii€i OJIATOYMHHOCTI IIUTKOM
JOCHTB JUIsl 33/I0BOJICHHS MOX TYMaHHUX iHCTUHKTIB. He nro0uro Opatucs 3a
MepcoHallbHi cripaBy, 00 TaM MOBHO OpyAy # IHTHMHOCTI.

— Ta s ke 30arnyB, — 3HOBY He BrepmiB Kapmoni. — [anato, MeHi kpaiie
IiTH, — JIOJIaB BiH, XOY 1 HE MaB IOHAWMEHIIOI YSIBH, KyId WTH 1 K TYIH
JicTaThcs.

— Sl npocuB He nepeduBaTH, — HaragaB Mojcii. — OTKe, K S BXKe CKa3as,
He JII00MI0 OpaTHcs 3a TIepCOHANIbHI cripaBH. Alle IIbOTO pa3y Xouy 3pOOHTH
BHHSITOK 1 JIOTIOMOI'TH BaM JIICTaTUCS HA3aJl HA BaIlly IJIaHETY.

— 3 sixoro ne quBa? — 3anuTaB Kapmoni.

—Ilpumxa. l{onalinpocrima 3adaranka He 63 anbTPyICTHYHOT i JKIIaKH.
Otxe...

— Hesxe?

— S0 BY Komuch AobepeTecs J0I0MY, 110, TOIIPH MO0 JIONIOMOTY, BENTbMH
CYMHIBHO, TO TIepeJjaiiTe BiJl MEHE MOCITaHHS.

— 3anro0ku nepenam. A komy?

— Komy %k, sk He crapomy OoponaHeBi, AJsl AKoro s 30yayBaB IJIaHETY?
CropiBarocs, HOro 11e He 3MICTHITN ?
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"I don't know," Carmody said. "There's been a great deal of discussion on
that point. Some people say he's there just as he always has been. But others
say he's dead (though | think that's meant metaphorically), and still others
maintain that he never existed in thefirst place.”

"Hés still there" Maudsley said with conviction. "You couldn't kill afellow
like that with acrowbar. Asfor his apparent absence, that's very like him. He's
moody, you know, and filled with high morals which he expects people to live
by. He can be peevish, he canjust drop out of sight for awnhileif he doesn't like
how things are going. And he can be subtle; he knows that people don't like too
much of anything, no matter if it's roast beef, lovely women, or God. So it
would bejust like him to remove himsdf from the bill of fare, so to speak, until
an appetite has been built up for him again.”

"You seem to know alot about him," Carmody said.

"W, I've had alot of timeto think about him."

"And | think that | should point out,” Carmody pointed out, "that the way
you see him is not in accord with any theological view that I've ever heard.
The idea that God can be moody, peevish—"

"But he must be those things," Maudsley said. "And much more besides!
He must be a creature of extreme emotionality! After all, that's how you are
and, | presume, how your felow humans are."

Carmody nodded.

"Wdl, there you are! He stated plainly that he was going to create in his
own image. And obviously, hedid so. The moment you came here, | recognized
the family resemblance. There is a little God in you, Carmody, though you
shouldn't let that go to your head."

"I've never had any contact with him," Carmody said. "I don't know how to
give him a message.”

"It's so plain!" Maudsley said, with an air of exasperation. "When you get
home, you must simply speak up inafirm, clear voice."

"What makes you think helll hear me?' Carmody asked.

"Hecan't help but hear you!" Maudsley said. "It is his planet, you know, and
he has shown his deep interest in his tenants. If he had wanted you to
communicate in any other way, he would have shown it."

"All right, I'll doit," Carmody said. "What do you want meto tell him?"

"Well, it isn't anything much, really,"” Maudsley said, suddenly ill at
ease. "But he was quite a worthy old gentleman, really, and I've felt a
bit bad about the planet | built him. Not that there's anything wrong
with the planet, when you come right down to it. It's quite serviceable
and all that. But this old guy was a gentleman. | mean, he had class,
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— He 3naro, — Binnosis Kapmozi. — 3 1poro npuBosy TOYHTHCS Oarato
aucKyciit. Jlexto kaxe, 110 BiH €, sK 1 OyB, IpenBiYHUH. [HII CTBEPIHKYIOTS,
110 moMep (X049 MeHi 3AETHCS, IO 1€ CJIOBO BKHUBAIOTH MeTa(h)OPHUUHO); a I1e
HIII JOTPUMYIOTBCS AYMKH, HiOH HOro B3araiii He iCHyBallo.

— BiH i goci Tam, — nepekoHaHO cka3aB Moacni. — Takoro JioMakoo He
BO'€m1. A 1110 BiH HE IMOKa3y€eThCs, TO 1€ HA HBOTO CXOKe. bo ik, 3HaeTe, BiH
THIBIIMBUY 1 CIIOBHEHHIA BUCOKOI MOpaJIi, 3a SIKOKO, Ha HOTO JTyMKY, 1 JIFOJTH MalOTh
*uTH. ByBae JIOTHIA, a KO oMY I1I0Ch HE CII0J00aEeThCS, TO MPOCTO HA JACTKUI
Yac mie3ae 3 oueil. A KoM MOKa3ye CBOIO JETIKaTHICTh. 3HA€, IO JIIOIN He
MOMIOONSIOTH, KOJIM Y0Troch 3abararo, Oyns To pocTOid, rapHi KiHKH YU caM
locone. OTke, Taka BXKEe B HHOTO MaHepa, 00pa3HO KaKy4dH, XOBaTHCS Bil
KPEAUTOPIB, MMOKH BiH 3HOBY BBiii/ie B MOLY.

— Bu, 31aetbes, 100pe Horo BUBYWIM, — 3ayBaxkus Kapmoyi.

— Hy, s MaB j1oBoJIi yacy, 1mo0 Aymaru Mmpo HbOTO.

— BBaskato 3a cBiif 000B’ 130K 3ayBaXKuUTH, — 3ayBaxxuB Kapmori, mo Bae
YSIBJICHHS ITPO HHOT'O HE 30ira€ThCsl 3 TAMU TEOJIOr YHUMU MOTIISIAMH, SIK1 MEH1
noBoauiiocs 4ytu. Jlymka, mo bor rHiBnuBuii, MOTHIA. ..

— AJte 5k TaKuM BiH i Ma€e OyTH, — He jociyxaB Moncii. — ba Gunbmie! Bin
MMOBUHEH OyTH BKpail eMOLIHHO0 iCTOTOr0! 3periToro, Takuii, K B i, rajaro,
BCI IHIII 3eMJISIHH.

Kapmoni kuBHYB.

—Or 6auuTe! BiH sIcCHO cka3aB, 110 30MPAETHCS TBOPUTHU 3a CBOIM 00pa3oM
i mono6oro. Tak BiH, MaOyTk, 1 3pobuB. CKOpO JIMII BU 3 SIBUIIUCS, S 3pa3y
MPUMITHUB POAMHHY cX0XicTh. Bu cami, Kapmosi, manenbkuii bor, Ta He OepiTh
BOT0 OIM3BKO 70 Cepis.

— 41 Hikonu 3 HUM He OauuBcs, — ckazaB Kapmopi. — He 3Hato, sk nepenatu
Balle MOCIaHHS.

— Ile x Tak nmpocrto! — po3aparoBaHo BUTYKHYB Moacii. — Konu
MOBEPHETECS JOIOMY, JIMILE BUTOIOCITH TOCTaHHS YiTKUM TBEPAUM TOJIOCOM.

—3BiJIKM BH B3SUJTH, 1110 BiH NIOYy€E?

— He mouyru Bin He Moxe! —3aneBHn? Mopcri. — Pogymiete, 1ie #oro mianera, i
Tpo il MeIIKaHIIB BiH BUSBJISIE IIUpE MIKTyBaHHS i TypOoty. SIkOu Homy 3amaHyrocs,
11100 JI0 HBOT'O 3BEPTATUCH IHAKIIIE, BiH HEOIMIHHO CKa3aB OH T1po 11e.

— 'apasn, BUKOHAIO Balle MPOXaHHsS. A 10 HoMy mepenaTi?

— Hy, He Tak yxe i 6araro, — HECIO/iBaHO 3HITUBIIUCH, CKa3aB Mojcii. —
Bin yce-taku OyB 100Opuii i riIHWI 4ONOB’ sIra, i MEHi TPOXU COPOMHO, IO 5
30yayBaB oMy Taky riaHery. He Te 1100 Tam, KOJIu JUBUTUCH IO CYTIi, S
1I0Ch HamapTaduB. [lnaHera MiNKOM NpUAaTHA AJIs BYKUTKY 1 BCe Take iHIIe.
Aute Toii cTapHii MillIOK TaKH TOBIiB ce0e Mo-IKeHTIbMEHChKH . TOOTO B HbOMY
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which is something you never see too much of. So I'd kind of like to do
arenovation on that planet of his, entirely free you understand, gratis,
it wouldn't cost him a cent. If he'd go for it, | could turn that planet
into a showplace, areal paradise. I'mreally a hell of a good engineer,
let metell you; it's quite unfair to judge me by the borax | have to turn
out to earn a buck."

"I'll tell him," Carmody said. "But very frankly, | don't think helll takeyou up
on the offer."

"I don't think hewill, either,” Maudsley said morosdly. "He's a stubborn old
man and he doesn't want favors from anyone. Still, | do want to make the
offer, and | meanit in all sincerity.” Maudsley hesitated, then said, "You might
also ask him if held careto drop around for a chat sometime.”

"Why don't you go to see him?"

"I tried that a couple of times, but he wouldn't see me. He's got quite a
vindictive streak, that old man of yours! Still, maybe helll relent.”

"Maybe," Carmody said doubtfully. "Anyhow, I'll tell him. But if
you want to talk to a God, Mr. Maudsley, why don't you talk to
Melichrone?"

Maudsley threw back his head and laughed. "Mélichrone! That imbecile?
He's a pompous, sdf-centered ass, and he has no character worth considering.
I'd rather talk metaphysics with a dog! Technically speaking, Godhead is a
matter of power and control, you know; there's nothing magical about it, and
it's not a cure-all for what ails you. No two Gods are alike. Did you know
that?"

"No, | didn't."

"Bear it in mind. You can never tell when a piece of information like that
will proveuseful.”

"Thank you," Carmody said. "You know, beforethis, | didn't believein any
Godat all."

Maudsley |ooked thoughtful and said, "To my way of thinking, the existence
of a God or Gods is obvious and inevitable; and bdief in God is as easy and
natural as bdief in an apple, and of no more or less significance. When you
come right down to it, there's only one thing that stands in the way of this
belief."

"What's that?' Carmody asked.

"It isthe Principle of Business, which is more fundamental than the law
of gravity. Wherever you go in the galaxy, you can find a food business, a
housebuilding business, a war business, a peace business, a governing
business, and so forth. And, of course, a God business, which is called
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BiJuyBaiacs IIKoJa, 0 MOAMOYENl He TaK YacTo. ToMy MEHe JeKOIU TATHE
MiJPEMOHTYBATH HOro TUTAHETY OE3KOIITOBHO, PO3yMIETe, 33 lypHO, 11e HOMY
HE KOIITYBaTHME Hi IleHTa. SIKIIO BiH MPUCTaHE Ha MO0 MPOIO3UIII0, TO S
3po0iIr0 3 TUTAHETH BHCTABOYHHMI EKCIIOHAT, CIpaBXkHil paii. A it cmpasni,
JI03BONBTE BAC 3aIEBHUTH, 3 Oica BIpaBHUIT iHKEHED, 1 30BCIM HECTIPaBEAJINBO
CYAWTH MPO MEHE MO Til XanTypi, Ky JOBOIUTHCS KalapUTH 3apajii [eHTa.

—Iepenam, —3aneBnuB Kapmogi. — Ta, kaxy4u BiBepTO, 5 HE BipIo, 00
BiH IIPUCTaB Ha Bally MPOMO3UIIIIO.

— 51 i cam He Bip1o, —MOXMypo KuBHYB Moncni. — Bin ynepTuii crapuras i
JIACKH Hi Biji KOro He moTpedye. Ta Bce OHO 51 XOuy 3alpONOHYBATH, 1 TO Bil
IUPOTo cepilsd, — MoJICITi ToBaraBscs, a iaji 1ojaaB: — Moxere 111e 3anuTaTH,
YH HE 3aX04€ BiH 3aBiTATH KOJHUCH 1 IEPEKUHYTHCS TapOIO CIIIB.

— A 4Jomy 0 BaM He 3aBiTaTd 10 HHOTO?

—[IpoOyBaB kijbKa pa3iB, ajie BiH He XOTiB MeHe OaunTu. Toii BamI crapuii
Taku 3iomnaM’ ataui! Ta, MoXKe, KOIUCH [IOM' SIKIIIAE.

— Moxe, — HeBIleBHeHO cka3aB Kapmomi. — Xait tam sik, st mepegam. Asie
SKIIO BaM TaK XO4eThcsl OpO3MOBIATH 3 borom, mictepe Moncii, To oMy
0 He 3ycTpiTucs 3 MenixpoHoM?

Moneni BiJKHMHYB TOJIOBY 1 pO3peroraBcsi:

—3 Menixponom! Otum Henopikor? To HapUHPKEHMH, CaMO3aKOXaHHH,
abcontoTHO Oe3zxapakrepHuilt ocen. Ta mpo meradizuky s Kpalie
JHMCKYTYBaTuMy 3 cobaxoro! boxkecTBO —3 iHXKeHEpHOT TOUKH 30py — L€ Biaja
1 HarsAA, po3ymieTe. A He siIKach TaM MICTHKA YW MaHales BiJ] ycix OONIYOK.
JlBox onHakoBux boriB He icHye. Uynu Take?

— Hi, He uyB.

— To 3atamTe cobi. Hamepen Hikonu He 3HA€N, KOMK Taka iH(opmarlis
MPUIACTHCS.

— Jaxyto, — ckazaB Kapmopi. — 3HaeTe, 10ci st B3araii He BipuB Hi B SIKOTO
bora.

Moneni norsHyB 3ayMJIHBO 1 CKa3aB:

— Slk Ha MeHe, icHyBaHHs bora un BoriB oueBuaHe ¥ HeMUHY4Ye, Bipa B
Bora Taka >x mpocTa i npupozHa, K Bipa B sIONYKO, 1 11i /1Bl Bipy HIYMM HE TipIi
oj1Ha BiJ omHO1. Konmu npuanBrUTUCH JI0 IIBOTO OJF>KYe, TO HA 3aBajli BIpH CTOITh
JIMILIE O/IHA Pid.

— Sxa came?

— [Ipunnun inoBurtocTi, sikuii itne Otk GyHAaMEHTaIBHNAN, HIXK 3aKOH
TsokiHHsS. Kynu O Bu B [aiakrtuili He mojaiucs, BU CKpi3b HaaubOaeTe
MponoBOIBUUil Oi3Hec, OyaiBenbHUN Oi3HEC, ypsiioBUH Oi3Hec, 3apOOISHHS
rpoiieii Ha BiliHi i Ha IparHeHHi 10 MUpy 1 Take iHme. |, 3Bu4aitno, [ocrnoane
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‘religion," and which isa particularly reprehensibleline of endeavor. | could
talk for a year on the perverse and nasty notions that the religions sell, but
I'm sure you've heard it all before. But I'll just mention one matter, which
seems to underlie everything the religions preach, and which seems to me
almost exquisitely perverse.”

"What's that?' Carmody asked.

"It's the deep, fundamental bedrock of hypocrisy upon which religion is
founded. Consider: no creature can be said to worship if it does not possess
freewill. Freewill, however, isfree Andjust by virtueof beingfree, isintractable
and incalculable, atruly Godlike gift, thefaculty that makes a state of freedom
possible. To exist inastate of freedomisawild, strangething, and was clearly
intended as such. But what do the religions do with this? They say, 'Very well,
you possess free will; but now you must use your free will to enslave yourself
to God and to us." The effrontery of it! God, who would not coerce afly, is
painted as a supreme slavemaster! In the face of this, any creature with spirit
must rebd, must serve God entirely of his own will and volition, or must not
serve him at all, thus remaining true to himself and to the faculties God has
givenhim."

"l think | see what you mean," Carmody said.

"I've made it too complicated,” Maudsley said. "There's a much simpler
reason for avoiding religion.”

"What's that?"

"Just consider its style—bombastic, hortatory, sickly-sweet, patronizing,
artificial, inapropos, boring, filled with dreary images or peppy slogans—
fit subject matter for senile old women and unweaned babies, but for no
one else. | cannot believe that the God | met here would ever enter a
church; he had too much taste and ferocity, too much anger and pride. |
can't believe it, and for me that ends the matter. Why should | go to a
place that a God would not enter?”

Chapter 14

Carmody was left to his own devices while Maudsley began construction
of a machine to take him back to Earth. He became very bored. Maudsley
could only work in utter solitude, and the Prize had apparently gone back into
hibernation. Orin and Brookside, the junior engineers, were dull fellows,
preoccupied with their work and uninterested in anything else. So Carmody
had no oneto talk to.
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o, Ha3BaHe peniriero. OT sl Tany3b JTIsSUTBHOCTI HalOUIBIIE 3aCyrOBYE Ha
ocyll. Sl Moy 3 piK po3MOBiAaTH PO 3004YCHHS 1 THIOTH, SIKHMH TOPTYIOTh
BipyBaHHsI, Ta s MEBEH, IO BaM MO IIe BXKE BiJOMO. 3raJialo JIMII OAHY pid,
sKa JIEKUTh B OCHOBI BCIX PENITrifHUX MPOMOBiJeH i, SK Ha MEHE, €
HAHBUTOHUYEHIIINM 300UCHHSIM.

— o came?

—Lle BcenpoHUKHUI HApIXKHHUH KaMiHb JIMIIEMIPCTBa, HA IKOMY 3aCHOBaHA
Bipa. [ToMipKyiiTe: Hi PO KOTO HE CKasKelll, 110 BiH YIIAHOBYE, SIKIIO BiJICYTHS
HECKyTa BOJIsI, TOOTO HeoOMexkeHa cBoGoa. M wepes Te, 1m0 BOHA HeCKyTa,
1151 BOJISL HEMOCITIIOBHA 1 He30arHeHHa, iICTHHHUM Jap bokuii, BIaCTUBICTb, SIKa
came ¥ BH3Hauae cTaH cBOOonM. ByTu BinbHUM — Lle He30arHEeHHH
JIMBOBIDKHUM CTaH, CaMe TAKMM HOTO 3ayMalii. AJie 110 K poOJIATh Peirii?
Bonu nponoBinytots: “I'apasn, y Bac € HecKyTa BOJIs, — OT)KE, Telep BUSBIIATE
ii i #ipiTe y pabetBo o Bora it o Hac”. fke 3yxBanbcrBo! Bor, mio i Mmyxu He
MPUCHITYE, TITHOCUTHCS SIK BEepXOBHUI padosiacHuk! Ta Bin Takoi o0myam koxHa
HaJiJieHa AYIIe0 iCToTa MYyCHTh 30yHTyBaTHCs, 00 ) Ma€ CIyXuTH boroi
JWIIe 3a CBOIM BENiHHSM i po3CyaoM abo B3araji HoMy He CIYXKHTH,
3aJMIIAIOYCh BIpHOIO c00i i cBOIM oTpuMaHuM Bij ['ocriona o6papyBaHHM.

— 3nmaeThcs, S po3yMito Ballli MipKyBaHHsI, — cka3aB Kapmogi.

— S HagTO BCe ycknaaHuB. € HabaraTo MpOCTill MPUYMHH BiIMOBUTHUCS
BiJ] peJIirii.

—IIlo 3a npuunHU?

—IIpocro npuranaiite cobi pemiriiHuIi CTHITL —OyHITFO9iCTh, HAMOBH, €JICHHICTB,
MOONaXKIIMBICTb, INTY4YHICTh, HEOPEUHICTh, 3aHYIHICTH, COHMH IIOXMYPHX IepoiB
1 Kynu 6aIbOPUX Tacel — AKpas3 JUTsl cTapux 0a0iB Ta HEBIUTyYeHNX HEMOBIIAT, 1
Hi 77151 Koro Ounbitie. He Moy moBiputH, 110 bor, 3 SikuM st 3armizHaBcst, X04 KOJIU-
HeOy/Ib HaBITy€eThCS JI0 LIEPKBH — B HBOTO 3aHAJITO BUOATIIMBUI CMaK, HaJITO BiH
THIBITMBHWH, HENOCTYIUTMBHH 1 ropmii. He MoKy moBipHTH, 1 11€ 17151 MEHE BUpIIITYye
Bce. YoMy 11e 51 Maro XOOUTH TyAH, Kyod i cam ['ocnionp He 3aBiTaB Ou?

Poszoin 14

[Toku Mopncni KOHCTPYIOBaB MallMHY JJIs TOBEPHEHHS Ha 3eMIlo,
Kapwmozi 6ys momumenuii cam Ha cebe. Moro Biapa3sy x modana rpustu
Hyabera. Mojciii Mir mpaiffoBaTi TiIbKH Ha caMoTi, a Burpaii, oueBuaHO,
3HOBY BHaB y ciIsiuky. Mononi inxkenepu Opin Ta bpykcaiig Oynm TynyBsari
W HiYMM, KpiM CBO€T poOoTH, He mikaBuiaucs. Tak mo Kapmonui Hi 3 kum
OyJ10 ¥ MepEeMOBHUTHCH.
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He filled in his time as well as he could. He toured an atom-building
factory and listened dutifully while a red-faced foreman explained how it
was done.

"Thisused to beall handwork," theforeman told him. "Now machines do it,
but theprocessisreally thesame. First, we sdect a proton and attach a neutron
toit, using Mr. Mauddey's patented energy-binding. Then, we spintheeectrons
into position with a standard microcosmic centrifuge. After that, we put in
anything e sethat's called for—mu mesons, positrons, that sort of gingerbread.
And that's all thereistoit."

"Do you get much call for gold or uranium atoms?' Carmody asked.

"Not much. Too expensive. Mostly, we turn out hydrogen atoms.”

"What about antimatter atoms?"

"I've never seen much sense in it, myself," the foreman said. "But Mr.
Maudsley carries it as a siddine. Antimatter is made in a separate factory, of
course."

"Of course," Carmody said.

"That stuff explodes when it comes into contact with normal atoms.”

"Yes, | know. It must be tricky stuff to package."

"No, not really," theforeman assured him. "We put it up in neutral cartons.”

They continued to walk among the huge machines, and Carmody tried to
think of something else to say.

Finally he asked, "Do you make your own protons and e ectrons?'

"Nope, Mr. Maudsley never wanted to fool around with that really small
stuff. We get our subatomic particles from subcontractors.”

Carmody laughed and theforeman looked at him suspicioudy. They continued
to walk until Carmody's feet began to hurt him.

He fdt tired and dull, and this annoyed him. He ought to be fascinated, he
told himsdf. Here he was, in a place that actually manufactured atoms, and
had separatefacilitiesfor creating antimatter! Over therewas agigantic machine
that extracted cosmic rays from raw space, and purified them, and bottled
them in heavy green containers. Beyond that was a thermal probe, used for
doctoring up old stars; and just to the left of it. . .

It was no use. Walking through Maudsley's factory dicited in Carmody the
same sensations of boredom he had experienced during a guided tour through
a Gary, Indiana, sted foundry. And that wave of sullen fatigue, that sense of
mute rebellion—he had fedt just the same after walking for reverent hours
through the hushed corridors of the Louvre, the Prado, the British Museum.
Oné's sense of wonder, he realized, is only capable of a small amount of
appreciation. Men remain inexorably true to themsdves and their interests.
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Tomy ¥ BiH HamaraBcsl XO4Y SIKOCh 3allOBHHTH N03BUUIL. HaBimaBcs Ha
aToMOOyIiBeNbHUM 3aBOJ 1 TaM MOKIpHO BHCIYXOBYBaB IMOSCHEHHS
YEpBOHOBUJOI0 MaKcTpa!

— Panime Bce pobuitocs pykamu. Terep MexaHi30BaHO, ajie TEXHOJIOTIS Ta
cama. Cnouatky OepeMo MPOTOH i JOJa€MO JO HLOTO HEHUTPOH,
BHUKOPHMCTOBYIOUM MaTEHTOBaHMW eHepro3’ eanyBau mictepa Moncni. [Torim
CTAHJAPTHOI0 MIKPOKOCMIYHOIO HEHTPU(PYTo PO3KPYUYEMO MO MICIAX
eNeKTpoHH. J{ami BBOANMO BCAKE 3ULIS1: M FO-ME30HH, TO3UTPOHH 1 TaKe iHIIe.
I Ha npomy Bce.

—Ha aTromu 3011012 4K ypaHy y Bac BelIMKHiA OMUT? — 3anutaB Kapmosi.

— Henyxe. Haaro noporo. Mu nepeBakxHO BUITYyCKa€EMO aTOMH BOJIHIO.

— A sK 110710 aHTUMATEPii?

—QOcobucTo s HiKONMK He BOa4aB y Hild IKOTOCh MOXKUTKY, —BiMOBIB MaiicTep.
—Ta mictep Mozaci ipatifoe i3 Heto, po3poONIOUH 10AaTKOBI TEMH. 3BHYAITHO,
aHTHMAaTEpPir0 BUPOOIISIFOTH Ha 1HIIOMY 3aBOII.

—3BicHa piu, — moroauscs Kapmogi.

— B KOHTaKTi 3 HOpMaJILHUMHU aTOMaMHM Ta IITyKa BHOyXae.

— Tak, 3nHat0. 3aTaptoBaTii, MaOyTh, KJIOIITHO.

—Hi, He nyxe, —3aneBHUB MaiicTep. — MU aKyemo ii B HelTpalibHUi1 KapTOH.

Bonu #inumu gani noMixk BeleTeHChbKUX MainuH, a Kapmonui tymas, 1110 0
Horo e ckazatu. Hapemri 3anuTas:

— [IpoToHM i eneKTpOHH BH cami BUPOOIsieTe?

— Hi, 3 gpi6’sa3xoM mictep Moacii HE MaB OXOTH MOPOYHTHCH. Yce
cybaTOMHE HaM TOCTaBIISIOTH CYOIiAPSITHIKH.

Kapmoni 3acMmisiBest, MalicTep mio3pisio 3upkHYB Ha HbOro. Bonu i nmami
XOIIWIIH, aX 1TOKHU B Kapmoi 3a005iiu HOTH.

Bin cromuBcs, 3HYIMBCH 1 TIOYaB ApaTyBaTHCh. TyT CIifg 4ymayBaTHCH,
nepekoHyBaB BiH cebe. bo x BiH TaM, 1e BUPOOISIOTh aTOMH 1 Jie € OKpeMi
MOTYXXHOCTI JUI1 BUPOOHUITBAa aHTHMAaTepii! A € 1e i TiraHTchka MallnHa
JUISl eKCTPaKIii KOCMIYHMX MPOMEHIB 3 mpoctopy. Padinye # 3arapioe ix y
KoHTelHepH. KpiM Toro, TepMO30HA /17151 03710POBJICHHSI CTapHUX 31POK, a IKpa3
JBOpYHY...

Bce mapno. [Iporynsaka no 3aBoxy Mopcii Bukiukaina B Kapmosi Taky s
HYABI'Y, SIK CBOTO Yacy €KCKypcis Ha cTanenuBapHuil 3aBox y ['api, mrar
Inniana. [ Takuii ke NPUILTUB TOXMYPOI BTOMH, HIMOT'O IPOTECTY BiH BiTuyBaB
micnst OnMaroroBiiHUX TOAMH XOMiHHSA THXMMHK kopuaopamu [lyspy, IIpano,
Bpurancekoro mysero. Bin mogymas, 1o dyaecamu MOKHa JAWBYBATH JIMIIIE
TOf, KoM iX HeOaraTo. JlronuHa 30epirae HEMOXUTHY BIPHICTh caMiit cobi Ta
cBoiM iHTepecaM. Jlroachka BIada HE3MiHHA, HABITh KOJIHM cCaMy JIIOAMHY
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They stay in character, even if that character is suddenly transported to Timbuktu
or Alpha Centauri. And, being ruthlessly honest about it, Carmody realized that
he would rather ski the Nosedive at Stowe or sail a Tahiti ketch beneath Hell
Gate Bridge than see most of the marvels of the Universe. He was ashamed
of this, but there wasn't much he could do about it.

"l guessI'mjust not particularly Faustian,” he said to himsdf. "Herearethe
secrets of the Universe spread around melike old newspapers, and I'm dreaming
about a nice February morning in Vermont before the snow has gotten carved
up."

He fdt bad for a while, but then he began to fed rebelious: "After al, not
even Faust had to walk through this stuff like it was an exhibition of Old Masters.
He had to work his ass off, if | remember correctly. If the devil had madeit too
easy for him, Faust would have probably given up knowledge and taken up
mountain-climbing or something.”

He thought for a while. Then he said, "Anyhow. What's such a big deal
about the secrets of the Universe? They've been overrated, just like everything
ese. When you come right down to it, nothing's as good as you think it's going
to be"

All of that, even if it were not true, at least served to make Carmody fed
better. But hewasstill bored. And Mauddey till did not comeout of hisseclusion.

Time passed with apparent slowness. It was impossible to judge its true
rate; but Carmody had the impression that it dragged on and on, and could
have been subdivided into days and weeks, perhaps even a month. He also had
the feding—or the premonition —that Maudsley was not finding it easy to do
what he had promised so lightly. Perhaps it was simpler to build a new planet
than to find an old one. Becoming aware of the complexity of the task and its
many unexpected dimensions, Carmody grew disheartened.

Oneday (to speak conventionally) hewatched Orin and Brookside construct
aforest. It had been ordered by the primates of Coeth 11, to replace their old
forest, which had been struck by a meteor. This new one had been paid for
entirely out of schoolchildren's donations; a sufficient sum had been raised to
purchase a first-class job.

When the engineers and workmen had left, Carmody wandered alonethrough
the trees. He marveled at how good a job Maudsley and his team could do
when they put their minds to it, for this forest was a marve of creative and
considerate planning.

There were natural glades for walking, with a leafy arbor above and a
springy, dappled loam below—enticing to the foot and restful to the eye. The
trees were not Earth species, but they were similar. So Carmody chose to
ignore the differences and name them after the trees he had known.
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Hecro/liBaHo 3akuHYTH Ha TiMOykTy, a60o Ha Anbdy LlentaBpa. I, Oyayun
0e3MexHO BiIBepTHM i3 cob0r0, Kapmoni 3po3ymiB, 1110 BiH 3 OLIBIIOK BTiX0K0
sietiB 0u 3 TpamiuiiHa y Ctoy abo * mpoBOAMB SXTy mij MocToM [lexenbHi
Bopora, HiX crorisgas HairpanmiosHimi dyzeca Bcecsity. Momy Gymo
COPOMHO, aJie 3MiHUTH CBOIO BJIauy BiH HE Mir.

—Ma0yTb, s He 3 mopoau DaycriB, —cka3aB BiH cam co0i. — Bci TaemuuI
BceciTy po3kiiazieHi epei MHOIO, SIK CTapi ra3ery, a s Mpiro Ipo MOTOXKUR
JIIOTHEBHH paHOK y BepMOHTI 1 HETOpKaHWH CHIT.

Ha muTph #ioMy cTano TOCKHO, a TOTIM yce B HbOMY 30YHTYBaJIOCS:
“3pemToro, HaBiTh PaycToOBi HE JOBOAMIIOCS MaHIPYBAaTH CEpel LBOTO
MOTJIOXY, Haue Iie BicTaBka TBOpiB JlaBHix MalicTpiB. SIKIo MeHi He 3pajKye
nam’ ATk, HOMy JIOBEJIOCS POTEPTH HE OJTHY Mapy MITaHIB y MONIyKaxX iICTHHH.
SxOu AUABON AO3BOJIMB JIO BCHOTO JOCTYNUTHCA JieTKo, To i Dayct, MaOyTh,
oOJIMIIMB OW Ti3HAHHS ¥ y354BCs 3a ajbITiHI3M a0o I11e 3a moCh” .

Tpoluku mogymaBIH, BiH CKa3as:

— 3pemToro, 0 TaM a)XX Takoro B IuXx TaeMHHLSX Bcecity? [IpocTo
HOCSITBbCS 3 HUMH, sIK 003HA 3 unM. Konu mijcTymaent 10 HUX, TO Oavyulll, 10
TaM i IpiOKK HeMa TOro J00pa, Ha sIKe CIIOIBaBCS.

Big nmx, Moxke, i He 30BCIM MpaBMIIbLHUX TyMok Kapmoni crano mimiie.
[Ipore Hynpra He MuHama. A Mojci H Jaii He TOKa3yBaBCs Ha JIFOIH.

Yac MHHAB HECTEPITHO TIOBUILHO, PO HOTro peaabHUil TUIMH CyIuTH OyIio
HEMOYIIBO, ase B KapMoJi ckianocst BpaskeHHsl, 10 Yac TATHYBCS 1 TATHYBCH,
BUJIMBAOYUCh y JHI, THXHI, MOXe, U y LUIMA Micsilb. Jlekonu B aymry
3aKpaaajocs mepenuyTTs, mo i Moacii HeJerko BUKOHATH Te, 1110 BiH 3 TAKOIO
JIeTKicTIO 00isB. MalyTh, pocTilie 30y/lyBaTi HOBY TUIAHETY, HiX BiJIIIyKATH
cTapy. YCBIJOMJIIOIOYH CKJIaJHICTh 3aBAaHHS W KIIbKICTh HECIOJiBAHUX
mpo0IieM, 1o ocTaBalIu Mif Yac ioro po3s’ s;3aHHs, KapMozi 3aHenas gyxoM.

OnHOro — yMOBHO Kaxyyu — AHsS BiH OaumB, sik OpiH Ta Bpyxkcaiin
CIOPYIKYIOTH JIiC, 3aMOBJieHHH npumaramu ruianetu Kerc |l 3amicTh
CTaporo, 3HUIIEHOTO METCOPUTOM. 32 HOBUM JIIC yX€ MOBHICTIO
PO3IUTATHIIMCS 3 IIKOISPCHKUX MOXKEPTB — 310paju KPYrieHbKY CyMy s
BHKOHAHHS MO BHINIKA KaTeropii. Komu iHkeHepu Ta poOITHUKHW MIillLIH,
Kapmogai BupimmB nporynsatucs. JuByBaBcs, HacKuIbKH 10OpoTHO Mozcii
Ta Horo miajersii MOXXyTb BUKOHATH POOOTY, KOJNHM HE XamlalThCs
CTPIMroJI0B, 00 Jiic OyB MEPIUHOI0 TBOPYOrO W MPOJYMAHOTO MiIX0Ay 110
cupaBu. Tam Oyinu TasIBUHKH JUTS TPOTYIISTHOK, 3aTiHEH ITUPOKOTHUCTHMH
KpOHaMH, a IPY’KHUH OKPUTHI TPABOIO CYTIIMHOK BaOMB MOXOAUTH OOCOHDK
1 TimuB oko. JlepeBa He3eMHHUX Topifd, aje ayxe cxoxi. Tomy Kapmoni
BHPIIIMB Ha3UBATH iX [10-36MHOMY, HE 3BEpTalouH yBaru Ha BiIMiHHOCTi. B
JIici mepeBaXkalu BUCOKI 3piJii iepeBa, a HU3BKOTO MOPOCTY i KyIIiB Oyio
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That forest wasall primefirst-growth timberland, with just enough underbrush
to keep it interesting. It was landscaped here and there with bright, rushing
streams, none deeper than three feet. There was a shallow, intensdly bluelittle
lake, flanked by ponderosa pine or its equivalent. And there was a miniature
swamp, densewith mangrove and cypress, studded with blackgums, magnolias
andwillows, and liberally sprinkled coconut palms. Farther back fromthewater's
edge, on drier land, was a grove in which could be found wild plum and cherry
trees, and chestnuts, pecans, oranges, persimmons, dates and figs. It was a
perfect place for a picnic.

Nor had thearboreal potentialities of theforest been overlooked. Theyoung
primates could race up and down the straight-backed elms and sycamores,
play follow-the-leader in the many-branched oaks and laurels, or teeter
precariously across the tangled network of vines and creepers that
interconnected the treetops. Nor had the needs of their eders been ignored;
therewere giant redwoods for them, where they could doze or play cards, high
above the screaming children.

But there was much more than this; even an untrained person like
Carmody could see that the little forest had been given a simple, pleasant
and purposeful ecology. There were birds, animals, and other creatures.
There were flowers, and stingless bees to cross-fertilize them and gather
the pollen, and jolly fat little bears to steal the bees' honey. There were
grubs to feast on the flowers, and bright-winged birds to feast off the
grubs, and quick red foxes to eat the birds, and bears to eat the foxes, and
primates to eat the bears.

But the primates of Coeth also die, and are buried in the forest in shallow,
coffinless graves, reverently but without unduefuss, and arefed upon by grubs,
birds, foxes, bears and even one or two species of flowers. In this way the
Coethians have an integral place in the forest cycle of life and death; and this
pleases them very much since they are born participants.

Carmody observed all of this, walking alonewith the Prize (still acauldron)
under his arm, and thinking tremul ous thoughts about his lost homeland. Then
he heard a branch rustle behind him.

There was no wind, and the bears were all bathing in the pond. Carmody
turned around slowly, knowing something was there but wishing it weren't.

There was indeed something there. There was a creature wearing a bulky,
gray plastic space suit, Frankenstein-type shoes, a transparent bubble helmet
and a belt from which dangled a dozen or moretools, weapons and instruments.

Carmody immediately recognized this apparition as an Earthman; no other
creature could dress that way.
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JIUIIE CTUTBKH, 1100 HEe 3HYAUTHCH. TO TYT, TO TaM HOro Mpopi3yBain CBITII
CTPIMKi MOTOKH He Oinbine TphoxX (yTiB rubuHo0. Byno Tam Hermuboke
TEeMHO-CHHE 03eplle, OTOUYEHE T'yCTUMH COCHaMu a00o YMMOCh Ha HHUX
cxo)kuM. A me Oyyno Tam MiHiaTIOpHE OOJITIIE, 3apociie MAaHTPOBHUMH
KyIllaMW Ta KUMapUCcaMH, MOJEKyIH BHCOYLIH reBei, MarHoiii, Bepou i
JOBIIBHO PO3KHAaH1 KOKOCOBI ajdbMu. Bignamnik Big Mmovyapis, Ha cyximii
MICIIMHI, PO3TalllyBaBCs TaM, Ji¢ MOXKHa OyJI0 HATPANUTH Ha JIUKI CIIMBKU
a0o uepenrHi, KalITaH!, TOPIXU MEeKaHH, TOMapaH4eBi iepeBa, AMOHCHKY
XypMy, GiHIKOBI ManbMH i CMOKBH. J[J151 MIKHIKY Kpale He BUTala€eml.

He 3anummny mo3a yBaroro i aTaBiCTU4HI OTpeOM HEAABHIX AEPEBHUX
MemkaHiB. KOHI mpumaTti MoriM racaTd Bropy i BHH3 IO IPSMOPOCITHX
OepecTax Ta CUKOMOpax, T'paTH B KBa4ya Ha TULISICTUX Jy0ax 1 JiaBpax abo
0e3TypOOTHO roiaTICs Ha TUIETHBI BUHOTPaIy | JiaH, 1o 3’ €IHyBaIH cO00I0
BepXiBKH JepeB. He mpoMuHyH 1 iHTEPECIB CTAPIIOTro MOKOMIHHS — Il HUX
BUTOTOBWJIN TITAHTCHKi CEKBOMI, Jie y BUCOYMHI, JajIi BiJ raMipHOI Majiedi, 3py4HO
Oyno npimatu abo rpaTé B KapTH.

Buroau nicy nuMm He oOMexyBanucs. HaBiTh Takuil HEIOCBIIUEHUI
crocrepiray, sik Kapmoni, Mir 3ayBayKuTH, 10 B MaJIEHBKOMY JIICi CTBOPEHO
MPOCTY, IPUEMHY H JOLIBHY eKOCHCTeMY. Byiau TaM nTaxu, TBApUHH ¢ iHIII
icrotu. Bynu Tam kBiTH 1 HeKycrodi OKoMH, 100 3alMIIIOBaTH X i 30upaTtH
HeKkTap, Oynu ¥ moTimHiI BenMmekara, mo0 Kpactu OmxonuHUE Mmen. bymn
T'YCEHHIIi, 00 JIacyBaTH KBiTaMH, 1 0apBUCTOKPUIII ITaxH, 00 YaCTyBaTHCS
T'YCIHHIO, METKi Py JINCHIL], 1100 MOKUPATH NTaxXiB, 1 BEAME], 1100 MOKHUPaTH
JIUCHIIB, 1 IPUMATH, 1100 ICTH BEIMEIIB.

A mo npumaru Kerca Takok momupan, i iX rigHo, aine 0e3 3aiBoi MeTyIIHi
XOBQJIM B HEMTMOOKHMX JIICOBUX MOTMIax 0e3 JIOMOBUH, TO IX CIIOKUBAJIU T'YCiHb,
IITAXH, JIMCHL, BEAMEI 1 HABITh OJIMH UM J1BAa BUAU KBITIB. TaKUM YMHOM, KETCIaHU
Oy/ M HEBIILTBHOIO YaCTHHOIO JTICOBOIO KOJIOBOPOTY JKUTTSI 1 CMEpTI, 1 11e iM JiyrKe
nonobaocst, 60 x y HUX Oylo BpomkeHe OaykaHHS! OpaTH B YChbOMY y4acTh.

Kapmoni nuBuBCcs Ha 1ie BCe, MPOTYAIOIOYHCH YABOX i3 Burpamem —
Ka3aHKOM Y PYIli, — i3 CYMOM 3TajlylOud CBOIO JAJICKy JOMIBKY, SIK ParToM
mo3ajy IIenecHyna riuika. Birpy He Oyio, a BCi BeAME/I KylaJucs B CTaBKY.
Kapmoni moBosti 00epHyBCs, 3HAOUH, 110 TaM IIOCh €, aJie He Oa)karo4u 3 HUM
syctpivarucs. lock Tam i cmpasni Oymo. Icrora B 6axmMaromy cipomy
KOocMiuHOMY cKadaHpi 3 IUIACTHKY, B UyepeBHKax sk y DpaHKeHIITelHA, B
MPO30pii OypOaNIIi moixoMa i 3 J0OpUM JECITKOM 1HCTPYMEHTIB, 30poi Ta
MIPHJIAJIIR, IO TEIImanncs Ouis rmosica.

Kapmoni y miii mposiBi ofpa3y po3mi3HaB 3eMJITHUHA — XTO IIE MIl' Tak
BHUPSAIATHCS!
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Behind and to the right of the Earthman was a slighter, similarly clad
figure. Carmody saw at once that this was an Earthwoman, and a very
attractive one.

"Good lord!" Carmody said. "How did you people happen to come here, of
al places?'

"Not so loud," the Earthman said. "I just thank God we arrived in time. But
now, I'm afraid, the most dangerous part is ahead of us."

"Do we have any chance at all, Father?' the girl asked.

"Thereisawaysachance," theman said, withagrimsmile. "But | wouldn't
bet any money oniit. Still, maybe Dr. Maddox can figure something out."

"He's very good at that, isn't he, Dad?' the girl asked.

"Sure heis, Mary," the man replied in a gentle voice. "Doc Maddox is the
finest there ever was. But he—all of us—may have overreached ourselves
thistime."

"I'm sure welll find away," the girl said, with heartbreaking serenity.

"Maybe," the man said. "Anyhow, well show 'em theré's still a few pounds
of thrust in the old brain-jets." He turned to Carmody, and his expression
hardened. "l just hope you'reworthit, Mac," hesaid. "Threelives aregoing on
thelinefor you."

It was adifficult proposition to respond to, and Carmody didn't even
try.

"Single file quick-step back to the ship,” the man said. "Well get Doc
Maddox's assessment of the situation.”

Drawing a bulb-nosed gun from his belt, the man turned into the woods.
The girl followed, giving Carmody an encouraging look over her shoulder.
Carmody fel into line behind her.

Chapter 15

"Hey, wait a minute, what is all this?' Carmody asked as he followed the
space-suited people through the forest. "Who are you people? What are you
doing here?'

"Criminy!" the girl said, flushing with embarrassment. "We've been rushing
around so, we haven't even introduced oursdves! A finelot of fools you must
take us for, Mr. Carmody!"

"Not at all," Carmody said courteously. "But | would like to know—wsll, to
know, if you know what | mean.”

"Of course, | know what you mean,” the girl said. "I am Aviva Christiansen,
and thisis my father, Professor Lars Christiansen.”
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[To3amy i npagiie Bij 3eMJISHUHA Oylia 1€ OJlHA IMOCTaTh, CTPYHKIIIA 1 B
cxoxoMy onsizi. Kapmoi onmpasy po3mi3HaB y Hill 3eMHY JKIHKY, JIO TOTO K
JIOBOJTi TPUBAOIIHBY.

—Tocnonu! —Buryknye Kapmopmi. — Sk 1ie Bac, jironu 100pi, 3aHecio came
cronu?

—He tak ronocuHo! —npocuyas 3emisiHuH. — JIsikyBaTi Boroi, Mu B4acCHO
BCTHUIIIK. AJie OOIOCs, IO HaifHeOe3MeyHile 11e Ionepeny.

— VY Hac € Xou SKuii-HeOyab aHe, TaTy? — 3anuTana AiBYrHA.

— lancu € 3aBXIH, — 3 MOXMYPOIO YCMIIIIKOIO BiATIOBIB YONOBIK, — XOU S
Ha HUX He mokmagascst 6. Ta gokrop Mengokce yce i sIKOCh 3apajHTh.

— Y HBOro po3ymMHa TojIoBa, MpaBja, TaTy? — 3anuTalia JiBYuHA.

— Ille 6 mak, JIBYMHKO, — JAriJHUM TOJIOCOM BiAMOBIB 40JNOBIK. — Jlok
Mennokc He Mae cobi piBHI. Ane Ha med pa3 BiH, TOOTO MU, 3a/JalieKo
3alIUIN.

— S meBHa, mo MU He 310’ emMocs 3 HmUIAXY, — cKa3aja JOiBYMHA 3
0e3TypOOTHICTIO, Bif SIKOT HIEMIJIO B CepIli.

—MaoyTb. Tak un iHaKIIe, MH 1€ TOKAXKEMO, 1110 1 y Hac € JIiil y TONoBi. —
Bin obepryscst 1o Kapmoni, pucu #ioro o6muyust mocyBopimmanu. — CriofiBaroc,
MPHUATENIO, 110 TH I[Oro BapTuil. Tpoe moael BaXaTh KHUTTIM 3apaan Teoe.

Ha Taxe Baxkxo OyI1o moch 3anepeuntH, Ta Kapmoni i Ha TyMKy He criagano
3arepevyyBaTy.

—Bci 3a MHOI0, ¢1iJT B CITijT, IIBUIKO Ha KOpaOelb, — CKOMaH IyBaB YOJIOBIK.
— Jlok Menaokc BUIACTh HAM OILIHKY CTaHOBHIIA.

BuTsirmm 3-3a nosica TynmopuiIni MicTONET, YOMOBIK ONPSMYBaB Yepes Jiic.
JliBumHa minuia 3a HUM, KUHyBIIM KapMoni min0aasopauBuii oy 4yepe3
wiede. Kapmoni pymms 3a Hero.

Pozoin 15

— Teit, mocTpuBaiiTe XBWIMHKY, 1110 BCE IIe 03Ha4Yae? — cnutaB Kapmoni,
KPOKYIOUH 4epe3 JIiC 3a JIFbMU B cKadaHapax. — XTo Bu Taki? Lo Bu TyT
pobute?

— Jlumenpko! — 3amapiBivich, BUTYKHYNIA HiBUMHA. Mu Tak 3a0iraiuce,
110 HaBITh He Ha3Baju ceOe! By, meBHe, MacTe HAC 3a HECOCBITEHHUX HEYEM,
mictepe Kapmoni!

— Hy mo Bu, — yemHo 3anepeunB Kapmoni. — Ta Bce sk MeHi xotinocst 6
3HATH... C€0TO Mi3HATHUCH... HY, BU 3HAETE, 11O 51 MarO Ha yBa3i.

—3BU4aIiHO, 3HAI0, —CKa3aja JipurHa. — 1 — ApiBa KpucriaHnceH, a 1ie miit
Oarbko — ipodecop Jlapc Kpucriances.
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"You can knock off that 'Professor' stuff,” Christiansen said gruffly. "Just
call meLars, or Chris, or anything ese that comes to mind."

"All right, Dad," Avivasaid, with a mock show of fond petulance. "Anyhow,
Mr. Carmody—"

"The namé's Tom."

"Tom, then," Aviva said, coloring prettily. "Where was 1? Oh yes, Dad and
| are connected with the Terran Interstellar Rescue Association (TIRA), which
has its offices in Stockholm, Geneva, and Washington, D.C."

"I'm afraid I've never heard of your organization," Carmody said.

"Theré's nothing surprising about that,” Aviva said. "Earth has just entered
upon thethreshold of interstellar exploration. Even now, inlaboratoriesall over
the earth, new sources of power far exceeding the crude atomic devices with
which you have been accustomed are now in the experimental stage. And
very soon indeed, spacecraft piloted by men of Earth will probe to the farthest
corners of the galaxy. And this will, of course, usher in a new period of
international peace and cooperation upon our tired old planet.”

"It will?* Carmody asked. "Why?"'

"Becausetherewill nolonger beanything significant tofight about,” Avivasaid,
somewhat breathlessy sinceall threeweretrotting throughlow underbrush. "There
are countless worlds out there, as you may have noticed," she continued, "and
thereis room for all kinds of social experiments, and adventures, and everything
you could possibly imagine. So man's energies will bedirected outward instead of
dissipated inward in the form of disastrous internecine warfare."

"The kid's giving you the straight dope,” said Lars Christiansen, in his
deep, gruff, friendly, no-nonsense voice. " She may sound like a scatterbrain,
but she's got about eleventy-seven Ph.D.'s and Doctorates to back up her
line of gab."

"And my pop may sound like a roughneck," Aviva flashed back, "but he's
got three Nobd prizesin his footlocker!"

Father and daughter exchanged looks which were somehow threatening
and affectionate at the same time.

"So anyhow," Aviva said, "that's how it is, or | should say, how it's going to
be in a couple of years. But we got a headstart on it all due to Dr. Maddox,
whom you will meet shortly." Aviva hesitated a moment, then said in a lower
voice, "l don't think I'll be betraying a confidenceif | tel you that Dr. Maddox
IS a—a—mutant."

"Rats, theré's no need to be nervous about the word,” Lars Christiansen
growled. "A mutant can be every bit as good as we are. And in the case of Dr.
Maddox, he can be about a thousand times better!"
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—bBe3 “npodecopa”, — rpydyBaro ckazaB Kpucriancen. — Ha3ugsaiite meHe
npocto Jlapc, abo Kpic, abo sik Bam iie 3aMaHeThCs.

— Hy nocuts, TaTy, — 3 HalIyCKHOIO BepemIMBicTIO cka3ana ABiBa. — J[o
peui, mictepe Kapmoi...

— Mene 3Batu Tom.

— Hexaii Tom, —monpaBunacs ABiBa, MHJIO YepBOHItOUM. — Tak mpo mo 5?
Ara, Tarto 1 st moB’ si3aHi 3 3AMII, To6TO 3eMHOI0 Acomialiero MiK30psIHOro
[Mopsitynky — koHTOpH B CTOoKTONBMI, 2KeHeBi i Baminrroni, okpyr Komymoist.

— Botrock, 1110 HIKOIM HE YyB PO 1[I0 OpraHi3allito, — npusHascs Kapmori.

— Hidoro nquBHOro, — 3acmnokoina ABia. —3eMiIs TUTBKH CTYIHJIA Ha MOPIT
MDK30PSHUX JOCIHIJKeHb. A HOBI JKepena eHeprii, mo HabaraTto
MepeBepIIyIOTh BiZIOMi BaM MPUMITHBHI aTOMHI YCTaHOBKH, LIO i 0Terep He
BHHMIIIIM 32 CTaAil0 eKCIIEPUMEHTY B Oyab-iKid 3eMHid nmabopatopii. Ta
He3abapoM KOCMIiYHI KOpaOJi, MUJIOTOBaHI 3€MJSHAMH, MOJETATh 10
HaWBIIAICHIINX KyTOUKiB ["amakTrky, 1 Toji HaCTaHEe HOBa €pa MiXKHAPOIHOTO
MUpY 1 CIiBpOOITHUIITBA Ha HAIIIiF BTOMJICHIH cTapeHbKiH MIaHeTi.

— Hacrane? — nepenuras Kapmoni. — Sk ne?

— bo Bxe He Oyme yepe3 110 BOIOBATH, — MOSICHUIA ABiBa, TPOXHU
3aJIMXABIIUCK, 00 SKPa3 MpoaAUpanacs Kpizb HU3bKUH mijpricok. — Y Kocmoci,
SIK BU MOIJIM 3ayBa)KMTHU, HE3JIITYCHHA KUTbKICTh CBITIB, BEJIMKUI MTPOCTIP 1 1S
BCUISIKUX COIIAJbHUX EKCIICPUMEHTIB, 1 JIISI BChOT'O, IO JIUIIEC 3aMaHEThC.
Taxk 1o JfofichbKa eHepris 3Ha e BUXil Ha30BHI, 3aMiCTh MAPHYBATHCh Y 3eMHIH
KOJIOTHEHI, 1110 HaOyBa€e hopMu KaTacTpopiyHUX BUHHUIYBAJIbHUX BilfH.

— Mana BaM TopouuTh 1o Tpeba, — ckazaB Jlapc KpuctianceH cBoim
XPUITKUM, JIPYXKHIM, IEPEKOHIMBUM 00coM. — Moske, i TuIelne, Ik BITPOrOHKa,
aJie BOHA B MeHE JJOKTOp (iiocodii i Haxaralia MmBKOMYM BYSHUX CTYIICHIB JIs
MiATPUMKHU CBOIX TEPEBEHIB.

— A Mili TaTyCch PO3MOBIISiE, SIK IMUOCHUK, — ClIaJaxHyna ABiBa, — X04 Y
HBOTO B IyXJisii Tpu HoOemiBebki mpemii.

BaTtbko I Jouka OOMIHSIIMCS HOIVISLAAMH, B SKUX CBITHJIMCS OJHOYACHO 1
BUKJIUK 1 HIKHICTb.

— Xaii Tam 110, — Bena jaii ABiBa, — ajie BCe ¥ CIpaBi Tak 4w, paie,
CTaHE TaKMM uepe3 KUIbKa POKIB, 1 BCE IIe 3aBISKU JOKTOPOBI Memuokcy, 3
SKMM BH He3a0apoM IMo3HaiioMuTecs. — ABiBa ToBarajacs, BiATaK jojaia
MPUTHLIEHAM ToNiocoM: —[aziaro, 10 He BUKaXKy BEJTMKOI TAEMHUII], KOITH CKaXKy
BaM, LIO JOKTOp Menaokc— e-e... MyTaHT.

— Hypuuui! He tpeba Gostucs nporo cioBa, —rpuMHyB Jlape Kpucriances.
—MyTaHT MOXKe Hi B YOMY HaM He MOCTYNAaTuCs, a MOoA0 A0KTopa Mennokca,
TO BiH y3araji JIeCh y TUCSYY pa3iB mepeBepIiye Hac!
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"It was Dr. Maddox who really put this project into orbit," Aviva went on.
"You see, he made a projection of the future (how he doesit | don't know!) and
he realized that soon, with theimminent discovery of cheap, unlimited power in
a safe, portable form, there were going to be spaceships all over the placel
And a lot of people would just rush into space without proper egquipment or
navigational instrumentsor stuff—"

"Alot of half-baked foals," Christiansen commented dryly.

"Dad! Anyhow, these people were going to need help. But there would be
no organized Galactic Rescue Patrol (he computed this figure very carefully)
for 87.238874 years. Do you see?'

"I think so," Carmody said. "You three saw the problem and—and you
stepped in.”

"Yes," she said simply. "We stepped in. Dad's very keen on serving others,
though you could never tdl it from the grouchy way he talks. And what's good
enough for my dad is good enough for me. And as for Dr. Maddox—wsdll, he's
just the utter maximum top realized-potential of any human being of my
acquaintance.”

"Yeah, he'sthat all right, in spades, doubled,” Lars Christiansen said quietly.
"Theman has had quite a history. Mutations are usually of negative value, you
know. Just one or two out of a thousand pan out gold instead of pyrites. But in
Dr. Maddox's case, there is a family history of massive mutation, most of it
favorable all of it inexplicable.”

"We suspect benevolent alien intervention," Aviva said, almost in a whisper.
"The Maddox family can only be traced back for two hundred years. It's a
strange story. Adill Madoxxe, Maddox's great-grandfather was a Welsh coal
miner. He worked for nearly twenty years in the notorious Auld Gringie Mine,
and was one of thefew laborersto retain his health. That wasin 1739. Recently,
when Auld Gringie was reopened, the fabulous Scatterwail uranium deposits
were found adjacent to it."

"It must have begun there," Christiansen said. "We pick up the family next
in 1801, in Oaxaca, Mexico. Thomas Madoxxe (as he styled himsdf) had
married the beautiful and imperious Teresita de Valdez, Contessa de Aragon,
owner of the finest hacienda in southern Mexico. Thomas was out riding herd
onthemorning of April 6th, 1801, when La Estrella Roja de Muerto—Red Star
of Death (subsequently identified as a large, highly radioactive meteorite)—
fel within two miles of the ranch. Thomas and Teresita were among the few
survivors.”

"Next we come to the 1930s," Aviva said, picking up the tale. "The next
Maddox generation, much reduced in wealth, moved to Los Angeles. Ernest
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— Buniache, mokrop Memiokc oOrpyHTYBaB i 31iHICHUB Halll 30PSIHUI TOJIT, —
Benta faiti ABiBa. — Po3ymieTe, BiH IPO3UPHYB Y MaiOyTHE (SIK 116 HOMY BIA€ThCH,
HE 3HA0) 1 AIIIIOB BUCHOBKY, 1110 He3a0apoM, KOJIH B HEaJIeKOMY MaiOyTHbOMY
BiJIKpHIOTH JICIIEBY, HEBHUEPITHY CHEPTII0 B Oe3Me4HiN TpaHCTIopTadenbHil Gpopmi,
KOCMiuHI Kopabiti 3'sBIATUMYThCS CKpi3b! | Gararto Jromy MOCHIMIMTE Y KOCMOC
0e3 HaJIeKHOro 00JIaTyHKyY, 200 0e3 HaBiraliiHUX MpUIaaiB, ado x 0e3...

— JlypHi HemomneueHi, — CyXo MpokoMeHTyBaB KpucriaHceH.

— Tary! Bee oqno tuM mrofsiM notpibHa Oyne mornomora. A [Nanaxrnyna
PariBuna IlatpynsHa Ciyx0a 3'sBUTBCS JnIe depe3 (BiH JykKe TOKIaTHO
BupaxyBag) 87 238 874 poxu. Tenep 3po3ymino?

— 3po3ymino, — ckazaB Kapmoni, — BM BTPbOX YCBIIOMWIH MTPOOIEMY i... i
B3sUTHCA 3 Ti BUpILLIEHHS.

—Tak, — CrokiiiHO MmiITBEp/IMIIa BOHA, — MU B3sUTHCSI 3a ii BupimeHHs. TaTto
Jy>Ke CAMOBIIJAHNHN Y CITY)KIHH1 OHYKHBOMY, X04a 11€ HEJIerKO TIOMITHTH Yepe3
roro OypuaHHsi. A ne Taro, Tam 1 5. [l{ogo mokropa Memiokca... HY, CKaxy
TaK: SIKpa3 BiH 3-TIOMDXK YCiX BiIOMHX MEHi JIroZieli HaWIOBHIIIE pearizyBaB
CBOI 00apyBaHHS.

—ATOoK, TAKHH BiH 1€—Y KO3UPSIX XOIUTh, —CIIOKIHHO ImitTBepuB Jlape KprictiaHceH.
—3 HuM 11112 icTopist. MyTattii, sk mpaBrJIo, IAFOTh HEraTUBHI HACITIIKY, 1€ JjIs Bac He
Taemuwil. OnHa a0o JIBi 3 THCSYI BUSIBIISIFOTBCS CIPARKHIMU CAMOPOJIKAMH, a He
mpUTOM. Y BHIAIKY 3 JIOKTOPOM MEUIOKCOM HIIEThCS TIPO LTy HU3KY MYyTaIliid y
POIMHI —311e0UTBIIIE CIIPUSTIIMBUX, aJIe A0COFOTHO He30ar HeHHHMX.

— Mu nifo3proeMo NpUXHUIIbHE BTPYYaHHS MPUOYIBIIB 13 KOCMOCY, — Maike
TIOIICTIKK CKa3aia ABiBa. — [eHeasoris ciM’' i Me/UIOKCIB csrae B TNIMOWHY JIUIIIS
JIBOX CTONITh. JlMBHa icTopis. Aemnin Majokkce, mpain Memiokca, OyB maxrapem
3 Yenbca. Maiike BaITh POKIB MPAIFOBaB BiH y maxTi Ay [piHpki, mpo sKy
XOIIMIIA HEOOP1 Uy TKH, 1 BiH OMH 3 HebaraThox 30epir 100pe 310poB’ si. 3aKiHINB
Tam npattoBaty 1739 poky. HenaBHo, ko BimHOBHIIM BUIIOOYTOK Ha Ay [ piHmki,
nopsi Bikprm OaraTroii CKaTTepBelIbChKi YpaHOBI POIOBHINA.

—3BinTH, MabyTh, yce ¥ mouasiocsi, — BrpyTtuBcs Kpucriancen. — Criu cim’'1
BinHainumcs 1801 poky B micteuky Oaxaka B Mekciri: Tomac Manokkce (six
BiH TOJIi IMCABCSI) ONPYKHUBCS 3 YapiBHOIO 1 ropaosuToro Tepecitorone Banbec,
rpaduHer0 AparoHChKOI, BIIACHUIICIO PO3KIIIIHOI TACIEH T B IMiBICHHIN MeKcilli.
Panxom 6 xBitHs 1801 poky Tomac sikpa3 o0’ kmkaB depeny, Koiu 3a JABi MHII
Bi panyo Briaia Jla Ecrpenss Poxa ne Myepre —Uepsona 3ipka Cmepti. 3roiom
BUSIBUJIOCH, IO 1I€ BEJICTCHCHKUH pajlioakTuBHUN MeTeopuT. Tomac 1 Tepecita
Oynu cepet Hebararbox, 10 BUKUJIIH.

— A jani, — nepexonuiia po3noBige ABia, — nepenecemocs y 1930 pik.
HacrtynHe nokoninas MemIoKciB, TOCUTh 3yOoKine, mepecenmiocs B Jloc-
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Maddox, the doctor's grandfather, was selling a newfangled contraption to
doctors and dentists. It was called an 'X-ray machine." Maddox demonstrated
the machine twice weekly for at least ten years. He used himsdf as subject.
Despite the massive overdose of hard radiation, or perhaps because of it, he
lived to a very respectable age."

"Hisson," Lars said, "moved by weknow not what compulsion, traveled
to Japan in 1935 and became a Zen monk. Helived in a tsuktsuri, or corner
of an abandoned basement, throughout the war years, never once uttering
a word. The local people left him alone, thinking he was an eccentric
Pakistani. Maddox's basement was in Hiroshima, just 7.9 miles from the
epicenter of the atomic explosion of 1945. Immediately after the explosion,
Maddox left Japan and went to the Hui-Shen monastery, situated on the
most inaccessible peak in northern Tibet. According to the story of an
English tourist who was there at the time, the lamas had been expecting
him! He settled there, devoting himself to the study of certain Tantras. He
married a woman of royal Kashmiri blood, by whom he had one son: that
was Owen, our doctor. The family left Tibet for the United States one
week before the Red Chinese launched their invasion. Owen was educated
at Harvard, Yale, UCLA, Oxford, Cambridge, the Sorbonne, and
Heidelberg. How he found us is quite a strange story in itself, which you
shall hear upon a more propitious occasion. For now we have reached the
ship, and | think we dare not waste any more time in palaver.”

Carmody saw it in alittleclearing, amajestic spaceship which rose upwards
like a skyscraper. It possessed vanes, jets, hatches, and many other
protuberances. In front of it, seated in a folding chair, was a man somewhat
above middle age, with a benevolent, deeply creased face. It was immediately
apparent that this man was Maddox the Mutant, for he had seven fingers on
each hand, and his forehead bulged hugely to make room for the extra brain
behindit.

Maddox rosein a leisurely manner (on five legs!) and nodded in welcome,
"You have come only just intime" he said. "Lines of inimical force have very
nearly reached the intersection point. Come into the ship quickly, al of you!
We must erect the force-shidd without delay.”

LarsChristiansen marched forward, too proud to run. Avivatook Carmody's
arm, and Carmody perceived that she was trembling, and that the shapeless
gray cloth of her suit could not conceal the lissome lines of the beautiful girl,
though she seemed unaware of it.

"It'sanasty situation," Maddox muttered, folding his canvas chair and putting
it within theship. "My calculations allow for this sort of nodal point, of course,
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Anmxenec. Epact Menioke, i foktopa, mpoaBas JIKapsM i JaHTHCTaM MOJHY
mrykeHuiro. Bona HasuBanacs “ Pentreniscbka marmmna” . [TprHaiiMHI poTarom
JIeCSITH pOKiB MeIoke IEMOHCTPYBaB 110 MAIIMHY JBi4i Ha THXKAEHb, CTAI0YN
MDK TpyOKOIO Ta ekpaHoM. He3Baxaioun Ha BeTHHYE3HY 03y JKOPCTKOTO
ONPOMIHEHHS, & MOXKe, 1 3aBIISIKH iHf, BiH JOXKUB 10 y’Ke TIOXHJIOTO BIiKY.

— Moro cun, —noBiB aani JIaoc, — HeBizoMo 3 AxuxX MipkyBaHb 1935 poky
noxaBcs B SIMOHIIO i cTaB q3eH-OyTUCTCHKUM 4YeHIleM. Bci poku BiHU BiH
TYJAUBCS B LYKIYpi, TOOTO B KOMipYMHI MOKWHYTOTO HalliBIiJIBally, HE
ITPOMOBHBIIIY KOTHOT'O CJI0Ba. MICIIEBI MEIIIKAHIII HE 3BepTaJIi Ha HhOTO YBary,
BBaYKAIOYM 3a EKCLIEHTPUYHOro makucTaHis. HamiBmiasan Memnokca OyB y
Xipocimi, sikpa3 3a 7,9 muti Bin emitieHTpy aromHoro BuOyxy 1945 poky. Onpasy
X micist BUOyxy Menoke nokunyB SnoHito 1 monascs B Monactup [yii-1lleH,
30yfoBaHui Ha HaitHenpucTynHimii BepimHi [liBHiuHOTO Ti0eTy. 32 CBiTUEHHIM
OJIHOTO aHIIIICBKOrO TypHCTa, IO SKpa3 NepedyBaB TaM, JIAMH YeKalld Ha
npuxig Mennokca! Tam BiH OCeTUBCS 1 MPUCBITHB Ce0C BUBUCHHIO JCIKUX
TanTp. OApYKHUBCA 3 AIBUNHOIO KallIMipChKOi KOPOITiBCbKOI KPOBI, BiJI SIKOT MaB
onHoro cuHa, i ne OyB OyeH, Ham gokrop. Cim’'s nepedpanacs 3 Tibery B
Cronydeni llItaTy 3a THKAEHB 10 TOYATKY arpecii 3 60ky UepBonoro Kurato.
OyeH oTpuMaB OcBiTYy B yHiBepcuterax I'apsapia, Mens, Jloc-Anmkeneca,
Oxkcdopna, Kemopinxka, Copbonnu i [aiigennbepra. A sk MU 3 HUM
3yCTpiIHCs, TO B3araji JUBOBM)KHA ICTOPIs, OUyeTe i, Koiu Oyae 3pydHima
Harofa. Mu Bxe Oinst kopaOnst, i He OyaeMo MapHyBaTH Yac Ha TEpPEBEH.

Ha manenbkiit raysseuni Kapmosii nod0aunB BETMYHMH KOCMIYHHI KOPaOesh,
IO CTPUMIB, sIK XxMapouoc. Ha HboMy BUALISUIMCS CTaOLTi3aTOPH, AFO3H, JIFOKH
Ta OaraTo iHIMX BUCTYIIB. [lepen kopabieM Ha PO3KIaIHOMY CTUIBI CHIB
YOJIOBIK TPOXH CTAPIINI CEPETHBOTO BiKY, 3 3SHIMBUM OOINYUSM, IOOPAHUM
TTUOOKUMU 3MOPIIKAMU. 3 TIEPILIOrO MO Y MOXHA OyJ10 BITI3HATH, IO 1IE 1 €
Mennokc-MyTaHT, 00 Ha KOXHIi#l pyii Bis MaB IO CiM MaJIbIIiB, a Y0JIO
31MaoCcs BETHUYE3HOIO TYIE0, 00 YMICTUTH HaaMip MO3KY.

Mennokce craTedHo mifBiBcs (' ATh HIr!) i IPUBITHO KUBHYB.

— Bu 3’'sBuiinics B OCTaHHIO XBHJIMHY, — cKa3aB BiH. — JIiHii mons
HECTIPUSTIMBHUX cuj ONMu3bKi g0 neperuHy. LlIBuame B xopabens, Bcil Ham
CJIiJ] HeraiHO 00T OPOIUTHUCS CUIIOBUM IIIUTOM.

Jlapc KpucriaHceH 3aKkpoKyBaB yIiepes, 3aHa ITo TOpui, oo Oirtu. ABiBa
B3s1a Kapmoni min pyky, i Kapmoni BidyB TpeMTiHHSI THYYKOTO Tij1a BPOITUBOT
niunHu. [IpuHaaHi 00pUCH 1IHOTO TiNa HE MOTIa TpuxoBaTH 0e3(opMHa cipa
TKaHWHa ckadanapa. Cama ABiBa, 31aBanocs, [bOr0 HE YCBiIOMIIIOBAJIA.

—Curyauis HenoOpa, —mpoOypMoTiB MeUIOKS, CKITaIak0uH CBil TapyCHHOBUIA
CTiJIeIb 1 HECYYH HOro B Kopabelb. —Moi po3paxyHKH JIOMYCKarOTh TaKi BUIaIKH
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but by the very nature of interminable combination one cannot predict their
configuration. Still, we do our best."

At the wide entrance hatch, Carmody hesitated. "I really think | should say
goodbye to Mr. Maudsley,” he told Maddox. "Perhaps | should even ask his
advice. He's been very hdpful, and he's working on a way to get me back to
Earth."

"Maudsley!" Maddox cried, exchanging significant glanceswith Christiansen.
"I suspected he was behind this!"

"It looked like his damned handiwork," Christiansen grated.

"What do you mean?' Carmody asked.

"I mean," Maddox said, "that you have been victim and pawn in a vast
conspiracy involving no less than seventeen star-systems. | cannot explain
it all now; but believe me, not only your life and oursis at stake, but also
the life of several dozen billion humanoids, most of them blue-eyed and
fair-skinned!"

"OhTom, hurry, hurry!" Avivacried, pulling at hisarm.

"Wl, al right," Carmody said. "But | shall want acompleteand satisfactory
explanation.”

"And you shall have it,"” Maddox said as Carmody stepped through the
hatch. "You shall haveit right now."

Carmody turned quickly, detecting the note of menace in Maddox's voice.
He looked at the mutant intently and experienced a wave of shock. He looked
again, at his three rescuers, and really saw them for the first time.

The human mind is adept at constructing gestalts. A few curves suffice for
a mountain, and half a dozen broken lines can produce a passable wave. The
gestalt was breaking down now under Carmody's particularizing gaze. He saw
that Aviva's lovely eyes were stylized and suggestive rather than functional—
like the design of eyes on the wings of a moth. Lars had a dark red oval in the
lower third of his face, divided by a darker ling, this was supposed to be a
mouth. Maddox's fingers, all seven of them, were painted on his body at thigh
leve.

The gestalt broke down completely. Carmody saw the thin black line, like a
crack in the floor, that connected each of them to the ship. He stood, frozen, and
watched them move toward him. They had no hands to raise, no fest to move, no
eyes to see with, no mouth to explain with. They were in fact round-topped and
featurdess cylinders, artfully but superficially disguised as human. They had no
parts with which to function; they were themselves parts, and they were now
performing their sole function. They were the exact and terrible counterpart of
three fingers on a giant's hand. They advanced with supple boneessness; they
evidently wanted to drive him degper into the black maw of the ship.
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TIEPETUHY TPAEKTOPIH, aJie OCKUTHKH 1€ BCS-TaKU HeCKIHUEHH1 KOMOIHAIIIT, TO IXHIO
KoH(piryparuiro nependaunta HeMoxBo. Lo xk, pobiMo mo moxemo. [lepen
HIMPOKUM BXiTHIM JitokoM Kapmoni 3aTpumancsl.

— JlapyiiTe, ane MeHi citij Ou mornporatucs 3 micrepom MoJclti, — CKa3aB
BiH MemioKCcoBi. — A Moxe, i mopaauTucs 3 HUM. Bid OyB BenbMu 11100’ I3HUH
1 HaBITh LIYKaB CIIOCOOY MOBEPHYTH MEHE Ha 3eMITIO.

— Moncni! — BuryknyB Memiokc, 0OMIiHIOIOYHCH TIPOMOBUCTHM TOTIISIIIOM
3 Kpucriancenom. — 4 migo3prosas, mo to iioro pyka!

— Cxorke Ha WOTo MiZICTYIH, — PO3APaToBaHO TOKHHYB KpucTiaHceH.

— o Bu MaeTe Ha yBa3i? — 3anuTaB Kapmori.

— 51 maro Ha yBas3i, — BiIlIOBiB MeJIOKC, — 1110 BH JKEPTBA H MIllIaK Y TAEMHIM
3MOBI, II0 OXOMHJIA MPUHAWMHI CIMHAIISTH 30PSIHUX CHUCTEM. Y HAC HEeMae
Yacy Ha MOsICHEHHS, Ta MOBIpTe, Ha KapTi CTOITh HE TUIIIE Ballle i HaIlle KUTT,
aJte i )HUTTS KUTbKOX JIECSATKIB MUTbAP/iB T'yMaHOIIiB, IEPEBa’KHO CBITIOMIKIPHX
1 CHHBOOKHX!

— Ox, Tome, mBuIIe, IBHUAIIE! — Kpryaia ABiBa, TATHYYH HOTO 3a PyKY.

—I'apasn, — ckazaB Kapmoji, — Ta Bce 5 s CIIOJIBAIOCS OTPUMATH TIOBHE
1 BUUEpIHE MOSICHEHHS.

— Otpumaerte, — 3aneBHUB Memnoke, konu Kapmoni 3aifiioB y Jirok. —
Otpumaere OTyT, 07pasy X.

Kapmoni mBuiko o0epHyBCs, 3a4yBIIH B roioci Menaokca TiHb TOrpo3H.
[MunbpHO TIsIHYB Ha MyTaHTa 1 3apurHYBcs. Llle pa3 moamBHBCS Ha CBOIX
PATIBHUKIB 1 HeHaye BIepIe M00aYHB iX.

JltonchKiii ysBi BIACTHUBO 1Sl TOBHOTH CIIPUAMAHHS JOMATbOBYBAaTH 00pa3.
Kinpka kpuBuX BUCTayae ajsi 300pa>keHHsI TOPH, JIECATOK JIaMaHWUX JiHil
BUKJIMKAE B ysBi Obkyuy xBuiito. Kapmogi mepenic cBoro yBary Ha geraii — i
CTBOPEHUI YSBOIO 00pa3 Mmo4yaB po3majaTucs. BiH mobayuBs, 110 MUIOBUI
ABIiBHHI 041 — CTHJII30BaHA OMaHa, 1030aBJIeHa KUBOTO OJHCKY, MOMI0HA 10
MAaJIIOHKa 04el Ha KPHIIBbISIX MeTenuka. JlapcoBa HUKHS TpeTHHA 00IHYYs —
MPOCTO TEMHO-YEPBOHUN OBaJl, PO3JAIIEHNH TEMHIIIO PHUCKOI0, HEIO
300paxxyBaBcs port. [lanbii Memnokca, BCi ciMm, Oyii HaMajbOBaHI Ha PiBHI
cTeroH mpocto Ha Timi. O6pa3 posnascs gomenTty. Kapmoni mobayus TOHKY
YOpHY JIiHII0, CXOKY Ha TPIIIMHY B MiAJ031, IO 3’ €AHYyBaja yCiX TPhOX 3
Kopabnem. BiH 3acTur, IUBISYUCH, SK yCI TPOE MIIXOAATH 10 HBOTO. Temnep y
HUX He OyI0 Hi PYyK, Hi HIT, Hi o4eii, Hi pOTiB — Oy/IK 3a0KpyIJIeH] 3ropu Oe3/InKi
HWJIHAPH, BIPABHO, ajie TpyOyBaTo migpoOieHi min itonuny. [lo30aBneHi
(YHKIIOHATBHUX YaCcTHH TiJIa, BOHU cami OyJIM YaCTHHAMH 1 TeTiep BUKOHYBAIIH
cBOO €1MHY PyHKILiF0. Ha B0 TOYHI 1 )KaXJ MBI BIIMOBITHUKH TPHOX MAJBIN”
BEJICTEHCHKOI PYKH, BOHU PyXaJIUCs 3 O€3KOCTOK THYYKICTIO, MalO4H HaMip
ruOIe 3arHaTty Horo B 4opHY yTpoOy Kopaois.
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The ship? Carmody darted around the three and raced back the way he
had comein. But the hatch extruded pointed teeth from top and bottom, opened
a little wider, and then began to close. How could he have thought it was
metal? The dark shiny sides of the ship rippled now and began to contract. His
feet were caught in the spongey, sticky deck, and the three fingers were moving
around him, blocking him off from the diminishing square of daylight.

Carmody struggled with the desperation of a fly caught in a spider's web
(the simile was exact, but the insight had come too late). He fought with a
frenzy and with no effect. The square of daylight had become round and wet,
and shrunk to the size of abaseball. Thethree cylinders were holding him now,
and Carmody could not tell one from the other.

That was thefinal horror; that, and the fact that the walls and celling of the
spaceship (or whatever it was) had turned a moist and livid red, and were
closing in and engulfing him.

There was no escape. Carmody was hepless, unable to move or shout,
unable to do anything but lose consciousness.

Chapter 16

As from a vast distance, Carmody heard a voice say: "What do you think,
Doctor? Can you do anything for him?"

He recognized that voice; it was the Prize.

"I'll pay for it," another voice said. He recognized this as Maudsley. "Do
you think you can do anything for him?"

"He can besaved," said athird voice, presumably that of thedoctor. "Medical
scienceadmitsnolimitsto thefeasible, only to thetolerable, which isthepatient's
limitation, not ours.”

Carmody struggled to open his eyes or his mouth, but found that he was
completely immobilized.

"So it's serious, huh?' asked the Prize.

"That is a difficult question to answer with precision,” the doctor said.
"To begin with, we must assign categories. Medical scienceis easier than
medical ethics, for example. We of the Galactic Medical Association are
supposed to preserve life; we are also supposed to act in the best interests
of the particular form we treat. But what should we do when, these two
imperatives arein contradiction? The Uiichi of Devin 'V, for example, seek
a physician's aid to cure them of life and help them achieve their desired
goal of death. It is a damnably difficult task, let me say, and only possible
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Kopabnsa? Kapmoni BUBepHYBCS Bi Tpillli 1 METHYBCS 1O BUXOMy. AJie
JIIOK 3HHU3Y 1 3TOpPH ONEPHUBCSI TOCTPUMHU 3y0amH, 371erka BiIKPUBCH 1 TI0YaB
3MUKaTUCA. SIK HOMy MOTJIO 31aThCs, HiOH TO MeTai ? YopHi TucKydi OOKOBUHH
KOpaOJIst B3sUTUCS CKIIJKaMHU 1 modanu ckopodyBatucs. Horu Kapmoni B’ si3nmu
B TYO4aTil, TUITY4iid MiICTUIIL, @ TPH ML OTOYYBaJIM HOTO, BIPI3at0uH IUISIX
JI0 Bce MEHIIOT0 KBajpaTa ACHHOTO CBITJA.

Kapmoai G6opcaBcst 3 Bimyaem MyxH, [0 MOTpanuiia B MaBydi TEHETa
{ anasnoris moBHa, Ta 370ra1aBCs MO 1€ BiH 3a11i3H0). BiH 60poBCs 3amekIio,
ane Oe3pesyapraTHO. KBagpaT JeHHOTO CBiTiia NEpETBOPUBCS Ha OBal,
3BOJIOKHMBCS 1 3MEHILIUBCS 0 po3MipiB OelicOonpHOro M’ siua. Tpu nMIiHApH
obxomuin Kapmoyti, 1 BiH ye He Mir BIZIPI3HUTH 1X OJIMH BiJ] OHOTO.

Hacrana aronist, BoHa OCHIIIOBAIACs TUM, IO CTiHHM U CTENISI KOCMiYHOTO
KOpabst (4u KaT HOro 3Ha YOro), 3BOJIOKYIOUHCH 1 YePBOHIFOYH, 3SMUKAITUCS 5
HOIVIMHAJIM HOTO.

[Mopsitynky He Oyno. besnopaguuii Kapmoai He Mir Hi TOBOPYXHYTHUCS, Hi
KPUKHYTH — HOMY HE 3aJTUIINIIOCS HIYOTO IHIIIOT0, SIK 3HSTIPUTOMHITH.

Pozoin 16

Hewmog i3 HeaMipHoi ganeunnn Kapmoni mouys romoc:

— Hy sik, nikapro? MokHa Ha IOCh CITOJIIBATUCS ?

Kapmoni Bmiznas romnoc. Lle 6ys Burpar.

— S 3amumady 3a Bce, — cka3aB iHIIMI romoc. KapMoai BmisHaB y HbOMY
Mogcmi. — Sk BU ragaere, € 1€ siKach Hamis?

— BpsaryBatu mMoxHa, — mo4yBcsl TpeTiil romoc, MabyTh, Jikaps. —
MOoXIUBOCTI MEAUIIMHY Oe3MEKH1, 0OMEKEH] MOYKIMBOCTI [TALIEHTIB, ajle 1€
BXKe TXHs ci1alicTh, a HE Halla.

Kapmori cuiikyBaBcst pO3ILTIONIMTH 04i 200 BIIKPUTH POT, aJI€ Hi OBIKH, Hi
ryou ioMy HE KOPUITHCS.

— Omxe, BUMAIO0K CEPHO3HUIMA, TaK? — TOMUTYBaBcs Burpar.

— Bakko BiIIoBiCTH OIHO3HAYHO, — CKa3aB Jiikap. — J{j1s TOUHOT BiIoBi i
MH OBHHHI YTOUHHTH TOHATTS. 3 MEITUIIMHOIO SIK 3 HAYKOIO, HAIIPHUKJIIA/, JIerie
MaTH CIpaBy, HK 3 MEIUYHOIO €TUKOI0. BBa)kaeThcs, 10 MU, YIEHHU
lanaktuunoi Acomiamii MeaukiB, MOBUHHI 30epiraTH *)UTTs. BBaxkaeThcs
TaKOXK, [0 HaM CJIiJI AT B IHTEPECax TOro KOHKPETHOTO BHJY, SKHH MU
mikyemo. I1]o  Hakaxere poOMTH, KOIH 11i IBa iMIIEpaTHBU B3a€MOCYTIEPEUHi?
Hanpuknan, yiui 3 utaneru Jlein V 3BepTatoThes A0 JIikaps, 00 BUTIKYBaTH
X BiZ )KUTTS 1 AOTIOMOTTH JOCATHYTH 3alOBITHOI MeTH — cMepTi. CuTyaris,
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when an Uiichi has grown old and enfeebled. But what does ethics have to
say about this strange reversal of normal desire? Are we to do as the
Uiichi desire, and perform acts which are reprehensible in nearly every
corner of thegalaxy? Or are we to act upon the basis of our own standards,
and thus doom the Uiichi to a fate quite literally worse than death?"

"What has this got to do with Carmody?' Maudsley asked.

"Not very much,” the doctor admitted. "But | thought you might find it
interesting, and it will help you see why we must charge the high fees we do."

"Is he in a serious condition?' the Prize demanded.

"Only the dead can be said to be in a really serious condition," the doctor
stated. "And even then, there are exceptions. Pentathanaluna, for example,
which laymen refer to as Five-Day Reversible Death, is really no worse than
a common cold, despite vulgar rumors to the contrary.”

"But what about Carmody?' Maudsley asked.

"He is definitely not dead,” the doctor said soothingly. "Heis merdy in a
state of—or tantamount to —deep shock. To put it more simply, he has, in a
manner of speaking, fainted."

"Canyou pull him out of it?' the Prize asked.

"Your terms are unclear," the Doctor said. "My work is difficult enough
without—"

"l mean, can you restore him to his original state of function?' the Prize
asked.

"Well! That israther alarge order, as | think you will admit if you give
it amoment's thought. What was his original state of function? Does either
of you know?Would he know himself if, miraculously, he could be consulted
in his own cure? Of the million subtle alterations of personality, some of
which take place at the mere instigation of a heartbeat, how can we know
which was most characteristically his? Is not a lost personality like a lost
second—something we can approximate but never truly reproduce? These,
gentlemen, are questions of some weight."

"Damnably heavy," Maudsley said. "Suppose you just get him as near to
what he was as you can. Will that be very tough?'

"Not on me," the doctor said. "I have worked for a considerable timein my
profession. | have becomeinured to the most ghastly sights, accustomed to the
most hideous procedures. That is not to say that | have grown callous, of
course; | have merdy learned through sad necessity to direct my attention
away from the soul-searing procedures which my profession demands of me."

"Cripes, Doc!" the Prize said. "What do you gotta do to my buddy?'

"I must operate,” the doctor said. "It is the only reliable way. | shall
dissect Carmody (speaking in layman's terms) and put hislimbs and organs
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JI03BOJIBTE CKa3aTH, 30ica TSHKKA, 1 BUTIKYBATH Yi1iB MOXHA TUTBKH TOJII, KOJIH
BOHH BIKE CTapi 1 KBOJI. A IT[0 CKa)Ke MEIYHA €TUKA 3 IPUBOJTY TAKOT'O JIMBHOI'O
BiIXWJIEHHS BiJ HOpMHU? BuKOHyBaTH mpoxaHHsS yidiB # yYMHSTH aKT, IO
BUKJIMKA€ OCY Maiie B KOKHOMY 3aKyTkoBi ["anakruku? Yu noTpuMyBaTHCh
HAIIMX HOPM, IPUPiKalouu yidiB Ha KUBOTIHHS, 1a1e0i, TipIe 3a cMepTh?

— SIkuit e mae crocynok no Kapmoni? — 3anuras Mogcii.

— Maiixe HisgKoro. Ajie s rajas, LI0 1€ 3al[IKAaBUTH Bac 1 JOIOMOXKE
3pO3YMITH, YOMY MU BUMYILIEHI TPaBUTH BUCOKI TOHOpapH.

— A Kapmopni B cepitozHoMy cTaHi? — HanoisiraB Burpar.

— TinbKu PO MEPTBOrO MOYKHA CKA3aTH, 110 CTaH HOTO CIIPaB.li cCepHO3HUIA,
— 3aCToKoiB Jiikap. — [IpoTe HaBiTh ToAi OyBaroTh BUHATKH. [leHTaTaHaNyHY,
HaTpUKIaJ, y To0yTi HA3UBAIOTh CMEPTIO-I' ATHICHKOIO, & HACTIPAB/li BOHA HE
Ba)kKya 3a 3BUYaiHy 3aCTy/y, lapMa 110 TOBOPATH PO HEl 30BCIM IPOTHIICKHE.

— Taxk mo 3 Kapmoai? — BrpytuBcs Mogci.

— MoxHa He3amepeuHe KOHCTATyBaTH, 110 BiH He MepTBUH. Bin y crani
ITMOOKOro MoKy a00 y JIyXe MoAiOHOMY JI0 HbOro. [HIIMMU clioBamH, BiH,
KOPHCTYIOYHCH [TPOCTOPIUYSAM, 3HENPUTOMHIB.

— A TOBEpHYTH #Oro 70 TIMH BH MOXxeTe? — 3anuTaB Burparn.

— Bu He 4iTkO (hOpMyITIOETE CBOIO JIYMKY, — CKa3aB Jiikap. — Most pobora
JOCHTH CKJIaJHa i 6e3 Toro, moo...

— 51 maro Ha yBa3i, Y1 MOXKETE BU ITOBEPHYTHU HOTO JI0 3BHYAIHOTO CTaHY, —
BUIIpaBUBCS Burpami.

—I'm! 3amoBIeHHS HE 3 MaJICHBKUX, I1€ BH 1 cami 30arHeTe, SKIIO TPOIIKH
nomizkyete. [1lo Take fioro 3Buuaiinmii cran?Yum xTock i3 Bac 3Hae?Uu ckazaB
Ou caM mami€eHT, SKOHM BAAIOCS SKUMOCH 4yJIOM IPOKOHCYJBTYBATUCS 3 HUM?
3 MiJIbiiOHA HEBJIOBUMHUX 3MiH OCOOMCTOCTI, 1110 3 HUX JICSK1 BiIOYBalOThCS 3a
€MHUI yap ceplis, sIk HaM BUIYYUTH HaWIPpUTaMaHHIIIMI cTaH narjienTa? Uu
BTpadeHa OCOOMCTICTh HE CXOKa Ha BTPAd€Hy CEKYHIy — Te, JI0 YO0T0 MH
MOYXEMO HaOIHM3UTHCh, aJie BIITBOPUTHU HOTO IIUTKOM He BAaeThes Hikonu? Le,
JDKEHTIIbMEHH, TAKH HeaOHsIKe MTUTaHHS.

— 30ica Baxkke, — ckazaB Mopcii. — CKaxiMo, SIKIIIO MOXKHa, BH IIPOCTO
BiITBOPHUTE HOTO SIKOMOTa OIM>KIHMM JI0 TOTO, UM BiH OyB. Lle ayxe cknaano?

— He myist MeHe, — 3arieBHUB JIikap. Y MEHE JOCHTb COJIITHUM CTaX poOOTH
3a ¢gaxoMm. S mpusBuuaiBCsA 10 HaAWKAXJHMBIMIUX BUIOBUII, 3BUK 10
HaHOTMIHIIINX TPOLIEYP. 3BUYAITHO, 11€ HE CBITYMTS PO T€, 0 5 3aUePCTBIB.
[IpocTo cymHa HEOOXiHICTh MPUBYMIIA MEHE CIIOKIITHO CTABUTHCS JIO TSIKKUX
JUTSL Y1 IPOLEAYP, SKi TPAIUISIOTHCS B MOil MIPAaKTHIL.

—Tocrionu, nok! —3oiikHyB Burpari. —11{o Bu 30upaerecs poOHTH 3 MOIM APY;KKOM?

—ITorpiGHo onepyBaTH, — BIAOBIB JTiKap. — CAMHUI rapaHTOBaHUi BUXIiI. S,
SIKIIIO BXKUTH MPOCTOPIUHI TepMiHH, po3piKy Kapmori i mokiaay Horo 4acTuHu
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into a preserving solution. Then, | shall soften himin adilute solution of K-5. |
will draw his brain and nervous system out through various orifices. The
procedure then is to hook up the nervous system and brain to a Life-
Simulator, and fire the synapses in carefully timed series. Thus we see if
there are any breaks, bad valves, stoppages, and the like. Assuming the
absence of these, we disassemblethe brain, coming at last to theinteraction
point between mind and body. Removing this very carefully, we check all
internal and external connections. If everything is all right up to this point,
we open the interaction-point reservoir, looking for leaks, of course, and
then checking the level of consciousness within. If it is low or depleted
(and in cases like these, it almost always is) we analyze the residue and
create a new batch. This new batch of consciousnessis tested exhaustively,
then injected into the interaction-point reservoir. All parts of the corpus
are then reassembled, and the patient can be reanimated with the Life-
Simulator. That's pretty much the whole process.”

"Hooee," said the Prize. "I wouldn't treat a dog that way!"

"Nor would |," thedoctor said. "Not until the caninerace has evolved further.
Do you wish meto perform this operation?”

"Well. . ." The Prize mused. "I guess we can't just leave him lying around
unconscious, can we?"'

"Of course we can't,” Maudsley said. "The poor fellow has been counting
on us and we must not fail him. Doctor, do your duty!"

Carmody had been struggling with his malfunctioning functionsthrough this
entire conversation. He had listened with steadily mounting terror and with the
growing conviction that his friends could do him more harm than his enemies
could even imagine. Now, with a titanic effort, he burst open his eyes and
wrenched his tongue away from the roof of his mouth.

"No operation!" He croaked. "I'll cut your goddamned heart out if you try
any goddamned operation!”

"He has recovered his faculties," the doctor said, sounding quite pleased.
"Often, you know, a verbalization of our operating procedure in the patient's
presence serves as a better anodyne than the operation itsdf. It is a placebo
effect, of course, but certainly not to be sneered at.”

Carmody struggled to stand up, and Maudsley helped him to his feet. He
looked at the doctor for the first time, and saw a tall, thin, mournful man in
black clothes, who looked exactly like Abraham Lincoln. The Prize was no
longer a cauldron. Evidently under the stress, he had changed into a dwarf.

"Send for me if you need me," the doctor said, and departed.

"What happened?' Carmody asked. "That spaceship, those people—"
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TiJla i Oprany B KOHCEpBYIOYHH po3drH. [ToriM po3m’ kiry iX y criabKoMy po3drHi
K-5. Uepes BianmoBimHi OTBOPH BiIOKPEMITIO MO3OK 1 HEpPBOBY cucTeMy. Jami
XiJ JMKyBaHHSA BHUMArae Mija’ €THaTH HEPBOBY CHCTeMY 1 MO30K 10 ImitaTopa
XKurresux [poreciB i mpomycTUTH Yepe3 KOKEH CHHAIIC PETENIbHO J030BaHy
KUTBKICTh €IEKTPUYHUX IMIYIbCiB. Tak HaM ynacThCSl BUSIBUTH MOXIIUBI
MOLIKO/PKEHHS1, HECTIPaBHI KJIallaH|, 3aKyNOpPKH 1 Take iHme. Skimo tam yce
rapasll, TO po3’ €JIJHAEMO MO30K 1 JJoOepeMOCs HapelITi JI0 By3ja B3a€MOIil
po3yMy 1 Tiia. PeTenbHO BIITYYUBILH HOTO, IEPEBIPHMO 30BHIIIHI Ta BHYTPIIIHI
3B'sI3KH. SKIIO ¥ TyT MOPYIIEHb HE BUSBUTHCA, TO BIIKPUEMO Kamepy By3Jia
B3a€EMOIii, IepeBiprMO, Oe3repeuHo, Ha NIUTBHICTD 1 MPOBEAEMO 3aMip PiBHS
CBiZIOMOCTI. SIKIIIO piBeHb MOHKEHUIT 200 XK CBIIOMICTH ClipaiiboBaHa (B TaKHX
BHIAJKaX 1€ CIIOCTEPITA€ThCs HAWYACTIINE), TO MPOAHATI3YEMO 3aJIMIIOK i
MiATOTyeMO HOBY 3ampaBky. [lepeBipumo ii o Bcix mapamerpax i BBeneMo B
kamepy. [Ticyist pOro BCi YaCTHHU Tijia CIIOIYYUMO JOKYIIH, 1 MALliEHT TOTOBUH
1o peanimarii B Imitaropi XKutteBux [Iponecis. Ore # yce.

— O-0-0it! —BuanxnayB Burpam. — 4 i nica tak He nikyBaB Ou!

— 41 Takox Hi, —3arneBHUB Jiikap. — [[puHaliMHI OTH, TOKK COOaKONOAI0H1
JOCSTHYTH BIIMOBIAHOTO piBHS PO3BUTKY. Bu maeTe 3rofy Ha omnepariiro?

—Tak... —po3mipkoByBaB Burpaii. —Hawm He BuTiaiae mpocTo Tak MOKUHYTH
Horo B HENPUTOMHOMY CTaHi, mpaBaa?

—3BICHO, HE BUMA A€, — MOroaMBcs Moeri. — bifonanisuii Tak po3paxoByBaB Ha
Hac, 1 MU He IOBUHHI 00MaHyTH HOTO CTIoiBaHb. Jlikapto, BUKOHYITE CBiif 000B' SI30K!

[Ipotsirom yciei po3mosu Kapmoai OopoBcs 31 cBOIM Oe3BiagHUM i
HEepyXoMUM TinoM. BiH ciyxaB 3 yce Ay)KUuUM >KaxoM, 1 B HbOMY MillHiJa
JlyMKa, 1110 BOpOraM 1 He CHUJIOCS T€ JINXO, SIKE MOXKYTb 3alOiITH HOMY
npy3i. TUTaHIYHUM 3YCUJUISIM BiH PO3ILTIOIIMB TTOBIKY 1 BIIKIICIB S3UK BiJ
migHeOIHHS.

— Histkoi onepartii! — mpoxpuitiB BiH. — Tenp0yxu MOBHITYCKAtO 32 Ballly KIISITY
orepaitito!

— IlpuiimoB 10 TIMH, — 3 BUJUMHUM 3aJJOBOJICHHSIM KOHCTaTyBaB Jlikap. —
Jekonu, 3Ha€Te, CIOBECHUU OMKC OMEpamiiHOl MPOLEAYpU B MPUCYTHOCTI
nmalfieHTa BUJIIKOBY€E Kpaile, Hixk cama onepaiis. Lle, 3Buuaitno, edekr
HEUTpabHOI Teparii, IpoTe JISTKOBaXKUTH HUM HE CITiI.

Kapmoi 3po0uB cripoOy migsecTrcs, a MoJIcIIi IonoMir oMy cTaTé Ha HOTH.
Briepitie moamBuBCs Ha JTikapst 1 100aYMB BUCOKY, XyITy 1 CYMOBUTY JIFOIMHY, OSTHYTY
B YOpHE, Jy)Ke CXOXKy Ha Apaama JliHkonbHA. Burpam yxe He OyB Ka3aHKOM.
MaOyTh, yHACITIIOK IEPEKUBAHB BiH 00CPHYBCS HA THOMHKA.

— Axmo s 6yny noTpibeH, MONLTITH 32 MHOKO, — BIZIKJIAHSBCS JIiKap.

—Ilo e 6yno? —3anuraB Kapmoni. — Kocmiunuii kopabenb, sSIKICh JTHOIH. ..
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"We pulled you out just intime," the Prize said. "But that was no spaceship,
keed."

"I know. What was it?'

"That," Maudsley said, "wasyour predator. You walked right into his mouth."

"l guess| did at that," Carmody said.

"And by doing that, you may have lost your only chance of getting back to
Earth," Maudsley said. "l think you'd better sit down, Carmody. You have only
a few choices now, and none of themis particularly enticing."

Carmody sat down.

Chapter 17

First and foremost, Maudsley talked about predators, their folkways and
mores, habits and reactions, ways and means. It was important for Carmody
to know just what had happened to him, and why, even if that knowledge came
subsequent to the event.

"Especially if it comes after the event,” the Prize put in.

Maudsley went on to say that, just as for every man there's a woman, so
for every living organism there's a predator. The Great Chain of Eating (a
poetic image for the totality of lifein a state of dynamism in the universe) must
go on, for reasons of inner necessity if for nothing ese. Life as we know it
involves creation; and creation is inconceivable without death. Thus—

"Why is creation inconceivable without death?' Carmody asked.

"Don't ask stupid questions. Wherewas|? Oh, yes. Thus murder isjustified,
though some of its concomitants are less readily appreciated. A creaturein its
natural habitat lives off certain other creatures and is lived off by still other
creatures. This process is usually so natural and simple, and in so fine a state
of balance, that preyers and preyed-upon aliketend toignoreit for great stretches
of time, putting their attention instead upon the creation of art objects, the
gathering of groundnuts, the contemplation of the Absolute, or whatever else
the speciesfinds of interest. And that isasit should be, because Nature, (whom
we may personify as an old lady dressed in russet and black) does not like to
find her rules and regulations the subject of every cocktail party, swarming
nest, Konklave, or what you will. But you, Carmody, by inadvertently escaping
the checks and balances of your native planet, still have not escaped the
inexorable Law of Process. Thus, if there were no existing predator for you in
the farflung reaches of space, then one would have to be found. If one could
not be found, then it would have to be created.”
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— Mu BuacHo BUTAIHM Tede 3 0inu, — ckazaB Burpamr. — To OyB Hiskuii He
KOCMIYHHI KOpaOelb, ANTHHKO.

— 3Hato. A mo x 1e?

—Ile i e Bam xuxak, — mosiciuB Mopcii. — Bu momiznu oMy mpocTo B nariy.

— Ma0yTsb, Tak BoHO i Oyno, — moroauscst Kapmopi.

— | nenp He BTpaTWIM €JUHHUI IIAHC MOBEPHYTUCS HA 3eMJIr0, BiB Aaii
Moncni. —Bawm kpaie cictu, Kapmogi. Illancu y Bac Tenep He3HauHi, 1 5K0oaeH
3 HUX HE Jy’Ke O0HaTiHTMBU.

Kapwmopi ciB.

Poszoin 17

[Mepenycim Mogcni po3moBiB Mpo XUXkKaKiB, Mpo IXHI 00pAnH i 3BUYAi,
HaTypy ¥ HOpOBH, BUKPYTHi i xutpomi. s Kapmoni 3axxuino gizHatucs,
[0 3 HUM CTajiocs i 4YOMY, HaBiTh SAKIIO BiH JI3HAEThCS BXKE OIiCIISA
BCHOTO.

— Hanro xonu mi3Haernics ormicis BChbOTo, — JIOKMHYB Burpam. Mojcii
TTOSICHUB, 1110 SIK JUTs1 KOKHOTO YO0JIOBIKA ICHYE *KIHKA, TaK 1 115l KOXKHOT'O JKUBOT'O
opranizmy icHye xmkak. Benukuii Jlanmror [Noinanus (moetnynuii obOpas
JMHAMI3MY JKUTTEBOI LIUTICHOCTI y BeecBiTi) He OBHHEH ypHUBaTUCS X04a 0 3
MPUYYH BHYTPIIIHBOI HEOOXITHOCT, SIKIIO HE 331715 iHIIoro. JKHUTTs, SIK BiIOMO,
niepenbayae TBOPIHHS, a TBOPIHHS HEMUCIUME 0€3 cMepTi. TakuM YHHOM...

— A 4Jomy TBOpiHHSI HeMHCIHMe Oe3 cMmepTi? — 3anuTaB Kapmori.

— He 3anaBaiite nypHux 3anutanb. Ha domy s 3ynuauBca? Ara. Takum
YHHOM, BHUITPABIOBYETHCSI YOMBCTBO, X0U J€sIKi HOTO CYMpOBiIHI 00CTaBUHU
HE BHKJIHMKAIOTh OCOOJHMBOTO 3aXOIJIEHHs. IcToTa y CBOEMY MPUPOAHOMY
CEpEAOBHILI YKUBUTHCS JEIKUMH HIIUMH iCTOTAaMH, a HEIO JKUBJIATHCS 1Ie
i icroru. Llei nporiec, Sk MpaBUiIO, TAKWA MPUPOIAHMIA 1 POCTUMN, TaK
JIOCKOHAJIO 3PIBHOBAKEHUH, 1110 1 XMXKaK, 1 310014 BOJIFOTh TPUBAJINH Yac HE
MOMiYaTH H0ro, HATOMICTh CKEPOBYIOUYH CBOIO YBary Ha CIY)KiHHSI MUCTEIITBY,
30ip 3eMJITHUX TOPIXiB 1 po3aymu npo AOCOIIOT abo 10Ch IHIIIE, I[iKaBe JIst
naHoro Buay. Tak BoHO i Mae OytH, 60 [Tpupoma (ysaBiMo ii miacTapKyBaToO
JIaMOIO B YOPHIM CTPOT CLITLCHKOTO KPOI0) HE JIF0OUTB, 11100 1i 3aKOHH 1 paBHiIa
CTaBaJIM TEMOIO MEPECYIIiB Ha Bewipkax, Ha Oa3api, Ha KOHKJIABI Uu Oy/Ib-IIe
B3arauti. Ot Bu, Kapmorti, BUIa/1koBo BUHIIIOBILIH 3-T1i/1 KOHTPOJO i peryioBaHHs
3 OOKy PiJIHOI TJIAHETH, BCE K HE YHUKIIM HeBOJIaraHHOTO 3akoHy [CHyBaHHS.
SIK1Io B HEOCSDKHUX MpocTopax BeecBiTy Xukaka Juist Bac He iCHYE, TO HOTo
CITij 3HakTH. SIKIIO 5k HOro He MOXHA 3HAWTH, TO CIIiJI CTBOPHUTH.
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"W, yeah," Carmody said. "But that spaceship, those people—"

"—were not what they seemed,” Maudsley told him. "That must be evident
toyou."

"It is now."

"They were actually it, asingle entity, a creature created especially for you,
Carmody. It was your predator, and it followed almost classically the simple,
standard Laws of Predation."

"Which are?' Carmody asked.

"Yes, which are," the Prize sighed. "How nicely you put it! We may rant
against fortune and the world, but we are left at the end with the stark
proposition: These are the things which are.”

"l wasn't commenting,” Carmody said, "I was asking. What are these Laws
of Predation?"

"Oh, sorry, | misunderstood you," the Prize said.

"That'squiteall right,” Carmody said.

"Thank you," the Prize said.

"It's nothing,” Carmody said. "I didn't mean . . . No, | did mean! What are
these simple, standard Laws of Predation?"

"Must you ask?' Maudsley said.

"Yes, I'm afraid | must.”

"Whenyou putitintheform of aquestion,” Maudd ey said severdy, "predation
ceasesto besimple and standard, and even its status as a law becomes dubious.
Knowledge of predationisinherent inall organisms, just likearms and legs and
heads, but even more certain. It is much more basic than alaw of science, you
see, and therefore not subject to simplistic reductionism. The mere asking of
that sort of question imposes a severe restriction upon the answer."

"Still, 1 think | should know everything possibleabout predation,” Carmody
said. "Particularly mine."

"Yes, definitdy you should know," Maudsley said. "Or rather, you should
have known, which is by no means the same thing. Still, I'll try."

Maudsley rubbed his forehead vigorously and stated: "You eat, therefore
you are eaten. That much you know. But how, precisdy, are you to be eaten?
How are you to be trapped, seized, immobilized, and prepared? Will you be
served up piping hot or nicely chilled or at room temperature? Obviously, that
depends on the tastes of that which feasts upon you. Shall your predator leap
at your undefended back from a convenient height? Shall it dig a pit for you, or
spinaweb, or challenge you to singlecombat, or dive upon you with outstretched
talons? That depends upon your predator's nature, which determines his form
and function. That natureislimited by and respondent to the exigencies of your
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—Hy, nobpe, —cka3aB Kapmosi. — Asie TOi KOCMiYHMIT KOpaOeib, Ti JHOIU. ..

— ...Oyau HE TUM, YMM 3/1aBajucs, — JokiHYMB Mojcmi. — [lopa Bam
30arHyTH.

— Yike 30arHyB.

— Bonu sikpa3 Oynu HEpO3pUBHOIO €JTHICTIO, iICTOTOI0, CTBOPEHOIO CaMe JIst
Bac, Kapmomi. Ile Bam xwkak, i BiH Maike KJIaCHYHO JIiSIB 3@ MPOCTHUMH,
HOpPMaJIbLHUMH 3aKOHaMU XUKallTBa.

— Sk ne? — 3anuraB Kapmopi.

— Tak or, — 3itxHyB Burpam. — Tu myxe Bmano 3anutaB! Mu MoxeMo
HapikaTH Ha JIOJTIO 1 Ha CBIT, aJie 3pelTo HaM He3MIHHO BiAMIOBIIAIOTh: TaK
BOHO €.

— A npo ixme, — BigMaxHyBcs Kapmoni. — MeHe mikaBUTh CyTh 3aKOHY
XWoKaITBa.

— Hapy#, He Tak TeOe 3po3yMiB, — BuOaunBcs Burparir.

—Tapasn, — yrimuB #oro Kapmoni.

— [sakyto, — cka3zas Burpami.

—Hewma 3a mo. £ He xotiB... Hi, s Taku xoris! [1]o 11e 3a mpocTi, HOpMaIbHi
3axkoHu XmKamnrsa?

— Bam tpeba 000B's13k0BO 3HaTH? — 3anuTaB Mojcii.

— Tak, Gorocs, 110 Tpebda.

— Konu BY ounHaETE 32U TYBaTH, —TOCYBOpiIiaB MOJICI, — TO XUKAITBO
riepectae OyTH IPOCTHM 1 HOPMAJILHHUM, 1 HABITh HOTO CTAaTyC 3aKOHY CTAaBUTHCS
M1 CyMHIB. 3HaHHSI PO XMKALITBO IIPHTAMaHHE KOXKHOMY OpraHi3MOBI SIK PyKH,
HOTH, TOJIOBA, T4 BAXKUTH OuTbIe. BoHO, Oaunte, QyHIaMEHTANBHIIIE, HIXK
3aKOHM HayKH, 1 TOMy HE MiAjsrae cnpomieHHio i npodananii. bo HaBiTh
MUATATUCS PO TaKe — IIe BXKE OTPUMATH BIAMOBIIb, JAJIEKy BiJ ICTHHHU.

—1 Bce * Taku, rajaro, s IOBUHEH 3HATH MPO XMKAITBO SIKOMOTa OLIbIIIe,
— Hanonsras Kapmoni. — Hanro Te, 110 ctocyeThcsi MeHe.

—Tak, Bu, Oe3nepeyHo, MOBUHHI 3HATH, — MOroauBcs Mogcii. — BipHie,
BaM citiji OyJ10 3HATH, IO aX HisK HE ofHe i Te came. [lonpoOyro mosCHUTH.

Mogeni 3aKI0MOTaHOo MOTEP YOJIO i MoYaB:

— Bu icre, Tomy inarek Bac. Take BaM BiioMO. AJle SIKMM, BJIaCHE, YHHOM
Bac 3'igate? Sk Bac BUCHIAATE, CXOIUIATH, 320’ FOTh 1 MpUToTyI0Th ? [lonaayTh
Bac MpOCTO 3 Medi, MPUMOPOKEHHM YW NPH KiMHaTHIA Temmepatypi? Lle,
OYEBHJIHO, 3aJIGKATUME BiJ| yrogo0aHb TOr0, XTO BaMU CMakKyBatume. Yu
CKOYMTD TOW XM)KaK 3 BUT1IHOI UTsl ce0e BUCOTH Ha Bally Oe33aXHCHY CIUHY?
Uu BUKOIIAE BaM MY, CIUICTE MTaByTHHY, BUKIINYE HA TePIb a00 K METHEThCS
3 KIrTssMH HaroroToBi? Lle 3aexuTh BiJl HAaTypu XuxkKaka, sSika BU3HAUa€e Horo
OymoBy ¥ croci6 nii. Hatypa s oOMexeHa 1 BifmoBigae morpedaM Baimoi
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own nature, which, like his, is informed by free will and thus ultimatey
unfathomable.

"Now to particulars. Diving, digging or spinning are straightforward, but
they lose eff ectiveness against a creature with thefaculty of memory. A creature
likeyoursdf, Carmody, could you avoid the simplistic deadly attack once, might
never be decelved again.

"Straightforwardness is not Nature's way, however. It has been said that
Nature has a vested interest in illusions, which are highways to death and birth.
| for one will not argue the proposition. If we accept the concept, we see that
your predator must engage in complex maneuvers in order to snare a complex
creature such as yoursdf.

"There is another side to the problem also. Your predator was not
conceived solely in order to eat you. You are the single most important
single thing in his life, granted; but he does possess free will, just as you
do, and therefore is not limited to the strict logic of his eating function.
Barn mice may think that the owl in the rafters was conceived and
delineated for the sole purpose of hunting mice. But we know that the owl
has several other things on his mind. This is how it is with all predators,
including yours. From this, we draw an important conclusion: that all
predators are functionally imperfect by virtue of their free will."

"I never thought of it that way before," Carmody said. "Doesthat hep me?"

"Well, not really. But | thought you should know it anyhow. You see,
practically speaking, you may never be able to exploit your predator's
imperfections. Indeed, you may never even learn what they are. In this
situation you arejust like the barn mice. You may find a hole to scamper in
when you hear the whirr of wings, but you will never be able to analyze
the nature, talents, and limitations of the owl."

"Wdl, that's just great,” Carmody said, with heavy sarcasm. "I'm licked
before | start. Or, to use your terminology, I'm as good as eaten even though
nobody's stuck a fork in me yet."

"Temper, temper," the Prize cautioned. "It isn't quite as bad as that."

"So how bad isit? Can ether of you tel me anything useful ?*

"That's what were trying to do," Maudsley said.

"Then tell me what this predator looks like."

Maudsley shook his head. "That is quiteimpossible. Do you think any victim
can learn what his predator looks like? If he could, the victim would become
immortal!"

"And that's against therules,” the Prize put in.

"At least give me an idea," Carmody said. "Does he always go around
disguised as a spaceship?'
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BJIACHOI HATYpH, IO, sIK 1 HOro, 3pelTor0, HallieHa HECKYTOIO BOJICIO 1 TOMY
He30arHeHHa.

Teriep nipo aerati. CTprOKu, KuiaHHs a00 XK TUICTIHHS — HARTIPOCTIILI IPUOMH,
MpoTe BOHHM BTPayaroTh €()eKTHBHICTh, KOIM 3aCTOCOBYIOTHCS MPOTH YKEPTBH,
obmapoBaHoi mam’ stTt0. Ock Taka icToTa, sIK BY, Kapmoi, ofiH pa3 BUKPYTHUBIINCH
BiJT IPOCTAIHKOIO CMEPTEITLHOIO Harla Ty, BKe 3HOB Ha OOMaH He Ti/IIaCThCs.

Xait Tam sk, ane [Ipupona He #iae HalinpoctimuM nuisxoM. CkazaHo, IO
[Mpupona He Oe3 iHTEepecy 3allikaBlICHA B LIFO3iAX, SKI € IPSIMUM IILISXOM J10
CMeEpTI 1 HapomkeHHs. Take BaXKko 3anepednTh. JloTpruMyOIHCh ITi€T KOHIICTIIIT,
MU 0aunMMoO, 1110 Balll XWXKAK MYCHB YIAaTHUCS JO CKIIAJHHUX MaHEBPIB, 100
3aMaHUTH B TIACTKY TaKy CKJIaJHY iCTOTY, SIK BH.

€ mie inmi npobaemu. Bamn xukak 3ayMaHuil HE TUIBKM Ha Te, M00
Bac 3’ ictu. [IpumycTrmo, 1110 B HOT0 )KUTTI BH €IMHA HaW3aIOBITHIIIA METa,
ajie K BiH, K 1 BH, BOJIOJ[I€ HECKYTOI BOJICID, TOMY BiH HE OOMEXEHUI
CTPOTOIO JIOT1KOIO MOiNanbHOI PYHKIIT. XaTHS MHIIAa MOXE TOAyMaTH, 110
COBa, sKa MOcenuiacs B KPOKBax, 3aJyMaHa i CTBOpeHa TUIbKH Ha Te,
o0 monroBaTH Ha Muliel. [Ipore Mu 3HaEMo, 10 y COBU Ha ayMmIli OyBae
TakoX iHme. lle omHakoBO MpUTaMaHHE BCIM XWXKaKaM, Y TOMY YHUCII H
BamoMy. 3Bifick MH pOoOMMO Ba)XJIMBUH BUCHOBOK. BCi XHMIXKaKH
(yHKITIOHATLHO HEOCKOHAJ Yepe3 CBOK HECKYTY BOJIIO.

—Hikonu 6 Tak He momymaB, — cka3ar Kapmoi. — e crane meHi B ipurosi?

— He nyxe. Ane s BBaXxkaB, III0 BaM BCE€ OJIHO CJIiji 3HaTH. bauute, BaMm,
MOKJIMBO, HIKONMH H HE BAACTHCA MPAKTUYHO CKOPUCTATHUCS XHKAKOBOIO
HEOCKOHAITICTIO, CIIPaB/i, BaM, MOXe, HIKOIW i He BUTAJE JOBIAaTHCH PO
Hel. € cuTyalii, B SKHX BM IPOCTO XaTHS MUIIA. Moxkere, IOUyBIIU IIIyM
KpHJI, 3HAWTH JipKy i IIMUTHYTH B Hel, aJie HIKOJIK He 3MO)KETe MPOoaHalizyBaTu
HaTypy, 00lapyBaHHs 1 BaIy COBH.

— e mpocto uynoBo! — 3 roctpum capka3mom ckazaB Kapmoni. — Bouu
HAToBaJl Ha CAMOMY ITOYaTKy. AOO K, KOPHCTYIOYKCh BAILIOIO TEPMiHOJOTIEIO,
MO)KHA BBa)KaTH, 110 MEHeE 3' iK1, HaBiTh HE HACTPOMHUBIIH Ha BHUJIEIIKY.

— Hepsu, HepBH, — crpuMas iioro Burpam. — He Takuii 4opT cTpaiiHuii.

— A skuii BiH cTpamHuii? Yu Moxe XTOCh 13 Bac MOPaJUTH MOCh ITyTHE?

— Came 1ie MH i HaMaraeMoch 3poOHTH, — 3arleBHUB MoCITi.

—Toxal x04 CKaXiTh, IKAI MIl XM>KaK Ha BUTTISAL.

Mogciti MOXHUTaB roI0BOIO:

— AOcomoTHO HEeMOXJIMBO. Bu ragaere, )xepTBa MOKE HABUHTHUCS
posmizHaBaty xmxkaka? SlkOu Morua, To crana 6 6e3cMepTHOIO!

— A 1le IpOTH MpaBwWII, — BUTKHYBCS Burpar.

— Xo4 HATSAKHITH MEHi, npuHaiimMHi, — npocuB Kapmoni. — Bin 3axau
TUHSIETHCS i BUTNISLAOM KOCMIYHOTO Kopabms?
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"Of coursenat," Mauddey said. "Fromyour point of view, heisashape-changer.
Haveyou ever heard of amousewalking into thejaws of asnake, or afly lighting
on afrog'stongue, or afawn stepping between the forepaws of atiger? That isthe
essence of predation! And you must ask yoursdf: where did those dduded victims
think they were going, and wheat did they think was infront of them? Similarly, you
must ask yourself what was really in front of your eyes when you talked to three
of the predator's fingers and followed them straight into his mouth!”

"They looked like people,” Carmody said. "But | still don't know what the
predator looked like."

"Thereisno way | can enlighten you," Maudsley said. "Information about
predators is not easily gained. They are too complementary to onesdf. Its
traps and concealments are based upon your own memories, your dreams and
fantasies, your hopes and desires. The predator takes your own treasured
dramas and plays them for you, as you just saw. To know your predator, you
must know yoursdf. And it is easier to know the entire Universe than to know
onesdf."

"What can | do?' Carmody asked.

"Learn!" Maudsley said. "Be eternally vigilant, move at top speed,
trust nothing and no one. Don't think of relaxing until you have reached
your home."

"Home!" Carmody said.

"Yes. You will be safe on your own planet. Your predator cannot enter your
lair. You will still be subject to all commonplace disasters, but at least you will
be spared this."

"Can you send me home?' Carmody asked. "You said you were working on
a machine."

"I have completed it,” Maudsley said. "But you must understand its
limitations, which are a concomitant with my own. My machine can take you
to Where Earth is now, but that isall it can do."

"But that's all | need!" Carmody said.

"No, it is not. 'Where' gives you only the first W of location. You will still
haveto solvefor When and Which. Teketheminorder, is my advice. Temporality
before particularity, to use a common expression. You will have to leave here
at once; your predator, whose appetite you foolishly aroused, may be back at
any instant. | may not be so lucky this time in my rescue attempts.”

"How did you get me out of his mouth?' Carmody asked.

"I hastily fabricated alure," Maudsley told him. "It looked just like you,
but | built it alittle larger than life-size and gave it a bit more vitality. The
predator dropped you and bounded after it, dribbling saliva. But we can't
try that again."
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— 3BUYaiiHO, Hi, — cKka3zaB Mojcii. — 3 BalIoro MorisiAy BiH MepeBePTEHb.
Ta BU KONMKCH YyiH, MO0 MHIIA JIi3Ja B IIeeny 3Mii, abo mob Myxa cigana Ha
S3HK kabi, abo 100 oyieHs maciocss Mk Janamu Turpa? Ocb y YoMy cyTh
xwkaireal By moBHHHI 3aniUTaTH cede: 110 MPUBAOIIIOE 00 1ypEeHi JKEPTBH, 10
iM yBUXKa€eThcsa Tonepeny? A y BaloMy BUMAAKY — IO K Oyllo Tiepe BaMH
HACTIPaB/i, KONY BU PO3MOBIISUIH 3 TPHOMA XMXKAKOBUMHE TTBISIMH 1 TTOMI3]IH
3a HUMH MPOCTO B #oro namry!

— 4 ranmas, 1o e sonu, — 6oporuBcs Kapmosi. — Ta Bce 0HO 51 HE MOXKY
yABUTH COO1 XM)KaKa Ha BUTIIAL.

—He 3Hat0, sIK BaM pO3TIyMaYnTH, — 3iTXHYB MoJICITi. — 3HaHHS PO XHIKaKiB
Ja€Thesl Hellerko. XHyKaKy HaITo ByKe IOMOBHIOIOTH 1 HATaIylOTh CBOIO KEPTBY.
CBOi IaCTKH 1 CHJIBIISI BOHM CTBOPIOIOTH Ha MiJCTaBi BAIIOl Mam’ ATi, Balux
Mpiii i paHTa3ii, Bammx Hadill i cmoniBaHb. X¥KaK po3rajlye OMpIstHAN BaMu
Xig mofiii 1 BiATBOPIOE X mepen Bamu, sIK B OCh mepecBimuminck. 11100
30arHyTH CBOTO XW)Kaka, Tpeba BHBYMTH caMoro cede. A Jeriie BUBYHTH
BBECh YCECBIT, HIXX caMoro cebe.

— o »x Meni pobutu? — 3anuras Kapmoi.

— Buurtncsa!l — BurykayB Mogcni. — Biyno OyTH HacTopoxi, pyXaTHCS
SKHAWIIBH/IIIE, HEOBIPATH HIKOMY i HidoMy. [IoKM He moTpamuTe A0I0MY,
3a0y/IbTe MPO BIAMIOYMHOK.

— Jonomy! — Buxommiocs B Kapmori.

—Tak. Y Gesneri Bu Oynere TUIbKY Ha BJIACHIH TuTaHeTi. XMKaK HE MOXKE
BBiliTH y Bam Oaprir. Ha Bac yekaTuMyTb iHIII, 3BHYHI HAMTACTI, aJie IPUHANMHI
mo30ymerecs Ii€l.

— Bu moxere nepenpaButu MeHe ponomy? — 3anutaB Kapmoni. — Bu x
KazaJjH, [0 poOUTE MaIIHY.

— Bxe rorosa. Ilpore il MOXINBOCTI 0OMeXKeHi, SK 1 MOI BJIacHi.
MamuHa gonpaBuTh Bac Tyau, Kynu 3emns nepemictuinacs, i Ha [bOMY
BCE.

—Ta 11e x yce, 1110 MeHi OTpiOHO!

—Hi, ne Bce. Kyan —tinbku nepie “K” 3 Tppox koopauHat. Bam 1ie HanexxuTsb
Bu3HaunTh “Komm” 1 “Korpa”. Pamky mykartu ix 3a mopsiakom. Criepiry 4ac, i
Oyne sikpa3, — SIK KayKe TPUCIIB’ 1. 3BiICH BaM CJTijl BUPYyIIaTH HeraiiHo. Bar
XIKaK, YA alleTHT B TaK HEPO3BAXKIIMBO PO30ypXajiH, MOXKE 3’ SIBUTHCS [IIOMHUTI.
Moske cTaTHCs, IO BAPYre Bac ypATYBAaTH MEHi HE MOIIACTHTb.

— A sk ypanocs 1soro pa3y? 3 camoi mari?

— S WBUAEHBKO 3JIMUB BAOWUK, — MOSCHUB MOJCIHI, — [0 BUIJIAIAB
JOCTEMEHHO K BH, TUIbKU OyB TPOXHU OUTBIINK 32 OpHTiHAN 1 MOTOPHIIINH.
Xwnkak Bac OOJIUILUB 1, OpH3KAF0UN CIIMHOIO, KWHYBCS 38 HUM. AJIe JIBi4i TAKHM
He ckopucraemics!
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Chapter 18

Carmody preferred not to ask if the lure had fet any pain. "I'm ready," he
said. "But wheream | going, and what is going to happen?”

"You are going to an Earth, amost undoubtedly the wrong one. But | will send
aldter to aperson | know who isvery clever at solving tempora problems. Hell
look you up, if he decides to take your case, and after that . . . wdl, who can say?
Takeit asit comes, Carmody, and be grateful if anything comes at all.”

"l am grateful,” Carmody said. "No matter what the outcome, | want to
thank you very much.”

"That's quiteal right,” Maudsley said. "Don't forget my messageto the old
felow if you ever do get back home. All set to go? The machine is right here
besideme. | didn't have timeto makeit visible, but it looks almost exactly like
a Zenith battery-operated shortwave radio. Wherethe hell did it go? Hereit is.
Got your Prize?'

"I've got him," the Prize said, holding onto Carmody's left arm with both
hands.

"Then wereready. | set thisdial here and then this one, and then these two
over here. . . You'll find it pleasant to be out of the macrocosm, Carmody, and
back on a planet, even if it isn't yours. There's no qualitative difference, of
course, among atom, planet, galaxy or universe. It's all a question of what
scale you live on most comfortably. And now | push this—"

Bam! Pow! Crrrrunch! Slow dissolve, quick dissolve, lap dissolve,
electronic music denoting outer space, outer space denoting electronic
music. Pages of a calendar flip, Carmody tumbles head over heels in
simulated freefall. Kettledrums sound ominous note, ominous note sounds
kettledrums, bright flash of colors, woman's voice keening in echo chamber,
laughter of children, montage of Jaffa oranges lighted to look like planets,
collage of a solar system lighted to look like ripplesin a brook. Slow the
tape, speed the tape, fade out, fade in.

It was one hell of atrip, but nothing Carmody hadn't expected.

PART Il
WHENISEARTH?
Chapter 18
With the transition completed, Carmody took stock of himsdf. A brief

inventory convinced himthat hestill had all four limbs, one body, one head, and
one mind. Final returns were not in, of course, but he did seem to be all there.
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Kapmoni BupimmB 3a Kpaliie He po3NUTyBaTH, Y4 BaOUK BildyBaB Oilib.

— S roroBuii, — cka3aB BiH. — TiNbKH Ky/au 5 JIedy i IO Ha MEHE YeKae?

— Bu norpanurte Ha 3emIiro, MIBHIIE 32 BCE HE HA Bally. AJe s TOILTIO
JIUCTa MOEMY 3HAHOMOMY, BEJIMKOMY 3HAaBIICBI Ipo0iieM uacy. Bin moxbae mpo
Bac, SKIIO B3arajl MOrOAMTHCS AOIIOMAaraTd, a BIiATaK... XTO HOro 3Hae?
CrpuiimaiiTe Bce, gk €, Kapmoni, 1 OyapTe BASYHI, SKIIO B3araii mock Oyre.

— Hsakyro BaM, — ckazaB Kapmoni. — Baiimyxke, 4uM CKiIHUHUTBCS, S ASIKYIO
BaM BiJI IIIUPOTO CEPIIS.

— Hema 3a mio, — ckazaB Mopucmi. — He 3a0yibTe nmpo Moe MociaHHS 10
CTapuraHa, sIKIIO BaM MOIIACTUTH JicTaTHCS AoAoMy. 3i0panucs? MamunHa
TyT, Oing meHe. BpakyBano yacy 3poouTH i BUIMMOIO, ajie BOHa Maiike Taka
caMa, SIK MOpTaTUBHUM paxmionpuiimau “3enit’. e Bona B Oica
3amponactuiacsa? Ara, oce BoHa. bepere 3 coboro Burpam?

— 4 #ioro Gepy, — BuxonuBcst Burpari, o0ipyd TpUMalounch 3a JiBy PyKy
Kapmopi.

— Toni mu rotoBi. HacTaBinsiio och mro 1Ikamy, Ternep Ty i IBi TaM... Bam,
Kapmoni, npuemno Oyie mnoBepHyTHCS 3 MaKpOKOCMOCY Ha TUIAHETY, Xail HaBiTh
1 He cBOIO. MK aTOMOM, IUIaHETOr, I'amakThkor 1 BcecBITOM HISKHX
BiIMiHHOCTEH He icHye. Best mpobiiema B Tomy, sikuii MaciiTab BaM HailOuTbIIe
70 ceplsl. A Terep s HATUCKAIO0 OCh TYT...

Bam! ®iy-y Xp-p-psice! IoBinsHuMI Xi1, MPHUCKOPEHHS, HAKIIA/IKA, IEKTPOHHA
MY3HKa BIATBOPIOE KOCMIYHHUH MTPOCTIp, KOCMIYHU MPOCTIp TBOPHUTBH ENIEKTPOHHY
MY3HKY. MUTOTSITH CTOPIHKH KalieHapst, Kapmozi mepeKuaaeThest Joropyu HoramH,
iMiTyrour BijlbHe na iiHHs. TyTymOaciB 370BiCHHI Pi0, 3710BICHUM APOOOM 3By4aTh
TyiyMOAacH, SICKpaBHii Cliajiax 0apB, 3araiioCkJIa JKIHKa, CIIOBHUBIIH BCE BIUTYHHSIM,
3acMisiIach IMTHHA, MOHTaX 13 IQ(CHKIX MOMapaHYiB, MiICBIYEHNX il TUTaHETH,
KQJTa)K COHSTIHOT CHCTEMH, TT/ICBIUESHHMH i JpkepertbHi Oproki. [ToBinbHille CTPIUKy,
HIBU/NIE CTPIUKY, 3aTeMHEHHS, HATUTUB.

[NexenpHUIT TIEpeniT, ajie HiYOro HecmoxiBaHOro st Kapmosi.

YACTHHA 111
KOJIN?
Po3zoin 18
Ko nepenir 3akinumBest, Kapmoni mepeBipuB, 1 Bee Ha Mictii. [Ticist kopoTkoi

IHBEHTapU3allii [IEPECBITUMBCS B HASBHOCTI BCIX YOTUPHOX KIHITBOK, OJTHOIO TYITy0a,
ofHi€T ToIOBY Ta onHi€el aymni. [TOBHOTO NMOBEpHEHHS, 3BICHO, I1Ie HE BiIOYI0Cs,
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Chapter 18

He also noted that he still had the Prize, which was somehow recognizable
eventhoughit had undergoneits usual metamorphosis. Thistimeit had changed
from a dwarf into a badly constructed flute.

"So far, so good," Carmody said to nobody in particular. He now surveyed
hissurroundings.

"Not so good," he said at once. He had been prepared to arrive at the
wrong Earth, but he hadn't expected it would be quite so wrong as this.

He was standing on marshy ground at the edge of a swamp. Miasmic
vapors rose from the stagnant brown waters. There were broad-leaved ferns,
and low, thin-leaved shrubs, and bushy-headed palms, and a single dogwood
tree. The air was blood-warm and heavily laden with odors of fertility and
decay.

"MaybelI'minFlorida," Carmody said hopefully.

"Afraid not," said the Prize, or theflute, speaking in alow melodious voice
but with an excess of vibrato.

Carmody glared at the Prize. "How come you can speak?' he
demanded.

"How come you didn't ask me that when | was a cauldron?' the Prize
replied. "But I'll tdl you, if you really want to know. Affixed up here, just inside
my mouthpiece, is a CO2 cartridge. That serves me in place of lungs, though
for alimited time only. Therest is obvious."

It wasn't obvious to Carmody. But he had more important matters on his
mind. He asked, "Where am 1?7

"We?' said the Prize, "areontheplanet Earth. Thismoist bit of ground upon
which we are standing will become, in your day, the township of Scarsdale,
New York." He snickered. "l suggest you buy property now, while the real-
estate values are depressed.”

"It sure as hell doesn't look like Scarsdale," Carmody said.

"Of course not. Leaving aside for a moment the question of Whichness, we
can see that the Whenness is all wrong."

"Wdl. . . When are we?'

"A good question,” the Prizereplied, "but oneto which | can only make
an approximate and highly qualified reply. Obviously enough, we arein the
Phanerozoic Eon, which in itself covers one sixth of Earth's geological
time. Easy enough; but what part of the Phanerozoic are we in, the
Paleozoic or the Mesozoic Era? Here | must hazard a guess. Just on the
basis of climate, | rule out all of the Paleozoic except, just possibly, theend
of the Permian Period. But wait, now | can rule that out, too! Look,
overhead and to your right!"
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Po3zoin 18

aJie, 3a€ThCs, MPUOYB KOMIUTEKTHO. KapMoti Takox Bif3HaUUB, 1110 Burparir e
1 JI0C1 3 HUM — 1€ Bra/lyBajiocsi HaBiTh ITiCiIs Bke 3BU4HOI Meramopdosu. [poro
pasy Burpa 3 rHoMrka lepeKUHYBCS Ha IIOraHeHbKY QI Ty.

— [Toku mo Bce 1o0pe, — Hi 10 KOro He 3BepTarodnch, IpoMoBUB Kapmoni
W pO33UpPHYBCS JOBKOJA.

— He Tak yxe it 1o0pe, — oapa3y K MONpaBUBCS BiH.

Kapmosi OyB roToBHil ONMMHUTHUCS HA IHIIIA 3eMli, IPOTE HE CIOIBABCH,
0 BOHA Oyze 30BCiM iHakmia. BiH cTosB Ha OarHucTomy Oepesi Oonora.
CMopiani Miazmu migiiiManucs BiJ 3acTosHUX Oypux Boj. HaBkono pocna
HIMPOKOIHCTA TTAOPOTh, HU3BKOPOCi KYILIi 3 TOHKUMH JINCTOYKAMH, TTaTbMH 3
MUIIHUME KpOHAMH 1 CAMOTHE KH3WIJIOBE jepeBo. [loBiTpst Oyio rapsde, sk
KpOB, 1 HACHYEHE 3allaxaMy THIJTH3HH.

— Moxe, sy ®nopini? — 3 Hazgiero ckazaB Kapmoni.

— Borocs, mo Hi, — 03BaBcst Burpari, To0To dieiita.

Tonmoc HBOTO OYB HU3BKHIA, MENOIHHUH, aje 3 HaIMIpHUM BiOparto.

Kapmoi 3muBoBaHo BUTpinuBCs Ha Burparma:

— Sk e T0oO1 BAAETHCSA TOBOPUTH ?

— Sk 1e TH He TOLIKaBHBCS PaHillle, KK st OyB Ka3aHKOM? — YiIIMBO BiAIOBIB
Burparir. —Ta 51 Bce 0iHO TIOSICHEO, SIKITO TOO1 KOPTUTB 3HaTH. OCh TyT, SIKpa3 IOCEepEIHHi
MO0 MyHJIIIITYKA, 3aKPIICHO OATIOHYHK 3 ByIJICKMCIIMM Ta3oM. BiH y MeHe 3aMicTh
JICTEHIB, TIPaBJia Yac KOPUCTYBAHHs 0OMEKeHuit. Bee iHile He rorpedye MosiCHEHb.

Kapmonai mosichens morpeOyBaB, ajne oMy Ha JyMili Oyau BaKIHBIlIi
npobnemu. Bin 3anuras:

— Tak ne x a?

—He 51, a Mu, —monpaBuB Burpari, —Ha mianeti 3emiis. Ock 11i Modapi, Ha
AKHX MM CTOIMO, cBOro uacy craHyTh Ckapcaeitnom mrat Heio-Hopk. —
Burpam 3axuxukaB. — Papky Kynuty AUISHKY Ternep, MOKH He MiICKOYMIN
LiHN HAa HEpYXOMe MaifHo.

— Hivoro B Gica cxoxoro Ha Ckapcueiin!

—3BuuaiiHo, Hi. Bigkasiim moku 1o nuranHs npo “Korpicts” Mu 6aunmo,
o i “ KonmumiHicTs” 30BciM HE Ta, 10 Tpeda.

— Hy... a Komu xx mu?

—I'pamorHe 3anuTanHs, —0XBajiuB Burpaii, — Ha sike 1 MOXY JJaTH JIHIIE
HaOmmkeHy ¥ nyxe kBaliikoBaHy BinmoBiAb. L[iTkoM odeBHIHO, MU Y
(haHepo30HCHLKOMY €0HI, IO CKJIAJIA€ OJHY IIOCTY TeONOTIYHOro Yacy 3emiti.
Tyt 6e3 cymHIBY. A OT B sIKy 4acTHHY ()aHEpO30l0 MM MOTPAIMIIH: B
MaJic030MChKy YM B ME3030MChKY epy? Bmamocs 10 MeTomy mocTyrmoBOro
HaOIKeHHs. Buxonsuu 3 KirimMarty, BiIKHaaeMo BCi Iepioay Majieo3oro, xida
10, MaOyTh, 3yTMHUMOCS Ha KiHIli mepMchKoro. Hi-Hi, XBUIIMHOYKY, Terep 5
MOXXY BIIKHHYTH 1 ioro! [TIsiHB-HO Bropy npaBopyu!
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Chapter 18

Carmody |ooked and saw an oddly shaped bird flapping awkwardly into the
distance.

"Definitely an Archeopteryx,” the Prize said. "You could tell at once from
the way its feathers diverged pinnately from its axis. Most scientists consider
it a creature of the upper Jurassic and the Cretaceous Periods, but certainly
not older than the Triassic. So we can rule out the entire Paleozoic; we are
definitely in the Mesozoic Era."

"That's pretty far back, huh?' Carmody said.

"Quitefar," the Prize agreed. "But we can do better than that. | think we can
pinpoint what part of the Mesozoic we arein. Let methink for a bit." Hethought
for abit. "Yes, | think | haveit. Not the Triassic! That swamp is a false clue, |
fear. However, the angiospermous flowering plant near your left foot points an
unmistakable direction, periodwise. Nor does it constitute our sole evidence.
You noticed the dogwood tree in front of you? Well, turn around and you will
seetwo poplarsand afig treeinthe midst of asmall group of conifers. Significant,
eh?But did you notice the most important detail of all, so commonplaceinyour
time that you would be apt to overlook it? | refer to grass, which we see here
in abundance. There was no grass as late as Jurassic times! Just ferns and
cycadeoids! And that decides it, Carmodyl 1'd wager my life savings oniit! We
arein the Cretaceous Period, and probably not far from its upper limit!"

Carmody had only the vaguest remembrance of the geological periods of
the Earth. "Cretaceous," he said. "How far is that from my time?"

"Oh, about a hundred million years, give or take a few million," the Prize
said. "The Cretaceous age lasted for seventy million years."

Carmody had no difficulty in adjusting to this concept; he never even tried.
He said to the Prize, "How did you learn all of this geology stuff?’

"How do you think?" the Prizereplied spiritedly. "I studied. | figured, sSincewe
were going to Earth, 1'd better find out something about the place. And it's a
damned good thing | did. If it werent for me, you'd be stumbling around herelooking
for Miami Beach, and you'd have probably ended up being eaten by an dlosaurus.”

"Eaten by a who?"

"I refer," the Prize said, "to oneof theuglier members of theorder Saurischia,
an offshoot of which—the sauropoda—-culminated in the renowned
brontosaurus.”

"You mean to tell me there are donosaurs here?' Carmody asked.

"l mean to tdl you," the Prize said in obbligato, "that this is the one and
original Dinosaursville, and | would also like to takethis opportunity to welcome
you to the Age of the Giant Reptiles."
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Kapmoni missHyB jgoropu i mo0auyuB JWBOBMIKHOIO ITaxa, IO BiJUIITaB,
He3rpabHO 3Maxylouu KpHJIaMH.

— besnepeuno, apxeonTtepukc, — Bu3HauuB Burpai. — Oapasy BUIHO 1O
KpYroBOMY pPO3XOJDKEHHIO mip’iH BigHocHO oci. [lepeBakHa OinmbLIiCTh
HayKOBI[IB BBa)ka€ HOro MEIIKaHIIEM BEPXHBHOTO IOPCHKOTO i KpeiHaoBOro
MepioAiB, Tak IO BiH BUHKK aXK HisSK HE paHille TpiacoBoro. Tak mio naneo3oi
MO)KHA IIIJIKOM BiIKHHYTH. MH, O6e3nepeuHo, B ME30301ChKil epi.

— JlocuTh nanedeHbko, Hi? — 3anutaB Kapmosi.

— 30BciM ganeko, — noTBepauB Burpam. — [lonpoOyem yTOUHUTH.
lanaro, BHacThCs BU3HAYHMTH 1 YaCTUHY Me303010. Jlali XBUIMHOUYKY
noMmipkyBatH... Tak, 3maeThcs 3HaimoB. He Tpiacosuit mepion! Lle
O6omoro, Oorcsa, 30uBae Hac 3 maHTenuky. OpHaye, OH Ta
MOKPUTOHACIHHA KBiTKa 0iJis TBOET TiBOT HO'M OE3MOMHUIIKOBO BKa3ye
Ha mepion. Ane 1e He €UHE CBiA4YeHHs... T MOMITUB mepeln coboo
Ku3uioBe faepepo? Tenep moBepHUCH 1 MOOAYHUII ABI TOMOJI i CMOKBY
B KyMIli XBOWHUX AepeB. [loka3oBo? A TH 3ayBakiB HIOHAWBaXKJIMBINLY
JleTaJib, TaKy MOIIUPEHY B TBOT YacCH, 1110 TH MIT 11 TPOCTO HE TOMITUTU ?
Mato Ha yBa3i TpaBy, SIKOi TyT i€ JIUII IJIsHb. Y IOPCHKi Yacu TpaBH He
oyno! Tineku mamopots i xBomi! Ock ne posranka, Kapmoni! [ato
roJioBy Biapy0OaTH, o MH y KpelloBoMy mepioil

I[Ipo reonoriuni nepiogn Kapmoni MaB monaidTyMaHHIIIE YSBICHHS.

— Kpeitnouii? [lasneko Bix Moro dacy?

— Xe! SIkuxoCh CTO MITBHOHIB POKIB IJIIOC-MiHYC KilbKa MUTBHOHIB, —
BiamoBiB Burpami. — KpelinoBuii nepioa TpuBaB ciMecaT MiTbHOHIB POKIB.

Kapmoni He Bakko Oys10 OCMUCIATH TTOUyTe, 00 BiH 1 He 30MPaBCsi OCMUCITFOBATH.

—1 3BiIKK TH 3HAEII PO BCIO 110 T'€OJIOTII0?

— A sk i ranaem? BuBunuB! — HaTXHEHHO Bifgnosis Burpam. — Konu
MU BXXe 30upanmcs Ha 3eMII0, TO i BBa)xaB CBOIM 000B’ sI3KOM
MOIIKaBUTHCS UM MicieM. | noope 3podus. SkOu He s, To OiykaB Ou
TH, Iykatodu Maitami Biu, moku Tebe cxpymaB Ou SKHIICh allo3aBp.

— CxpymaB XT0?

— 5] maB Ha yBa3i OIHOTO 3 HANMOTBOPHIIINX MPEICTABHUKIB SMIIPKOBUX,
ramy3ka SKHX — 3aBPOIOAN — BEPIIMHOIO CBOET EBOITIONIT Mali 3HAMEHUTOTO
OpoHTO3aBpa.

— Tu xouen ckazaTd, IO TYT € TUHO3ABPH?

— 51 xouy ckazaTH, —BiqmoBiB Burpami, nepexoasun 3 Bibpato Ha o0miraTo,
— 110 MU T1epe0yBaeMO B HaliCIpaBKHICIHBKOMY JIMHO3aBpOBIlIi, a I11e S XOTIB
OU CKOpUCTATUCS HArOOI0 1 MpHUBiTaTH Tebe BiJl LIMPOTO cepIis 3 MPUOYTTAM
y JloOy Benerenchkux Perrrumiii.
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Chapter 19

Carmody made an incoherent noise. He noticed a movement to his left and
turned. Hesaw adinosaur. 1t looked about 20 feet high, and might have stretched
50 feet from nose to tail. It stood erect on its hind legs. It was colored date-
blue, and it was striding rapidly toward Carmody.

"Is that a tyrannosaurus?' Carmody asked.

"Yes, itis," the Prize said. "Tyrannosaurus rex, most highly respected of the
saurischians. A true deinodon, you will note, its upper incisors running half a
foot inlength. This young chap coming toward us must weigh upwards of nine
tons."

"And he eats meat," Carmody said.

"Yes, of course | personally think that tyrannosaurus and theother carnosaurs
of this period feasted mainly on the inoffensive and widely distributed
hadrosaurs. But that is only my own pet theory."

The giant creature was less than 50 feet away. There was no refuge on the
flat, marshy land, no place to climb, no cave to scuttle into. Carmody said,
"What should | do?"

"You must change into a plant at once!" the Prize said urgently.

"But | can't!"

"You cant? Thenyour Stuationissariousindesd. Let mesee, you cant fly or burrow,
and I'd wager ten to one you'd never outrun him. Hmm, this becomes difficult.”

"So what do | do?'

"W, under thecircumstances, | think you should bestoical about thewhole
thing. | could quote Epictetus to you. And we could sing a hymn together if that
would help."

"Damn your hymns! | want to get out of this!"

The flute had already begun to play "Nearer My God to Thee" Carmody
clenched hisfists. Thetyrannosaurus was now directly in front of him, towering
overhead like a fleshed-out and animate derrick. It opened its awesome mouth.

Chapter 19

"Hello," said the tyrannosaurus. "My nameis Emie and | am six years old.
What's your name?"'

"Carmody," said Carmody.

"And I'm his Prize," said the Prize.

"W, you both look very strange," said Emie. "You don't ook like anybody
I've ever met before, and I've met a dimetrodon, and a struthiomimus, and a
scolosaurus, and lots of others. Do you come from around here?”
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Kapmoni OypkHyB y BimmoBigp mock Hepo3Oipiuse. JIiBopyd Bia cebe BiH
MOMITHB SIKHHCB PyX, 0OEpHYBCsI 1 T0Oa4YMB IMHO3aBpa — BUCOTOIO JIeCh QYTIB i3
JIBaJIIATh 1 OUIS I’ sITAecsaT! ByTiB BiJl HOCA JI0 KIHYMKA XBOCTA. BiH TpriMaBcs
Ha 33/IHIX J1arax, MaB HIKypY CipyBaTo-OIakUTHY i cTpiMKO TipocTyBas A0 Kapmori.

— Tupanoszasp? — 3anuras Kapmopi.

— Came Tak, — BianoBiB Burpam. — Tupano3aypyc pekc, KOpONmiBCbKHIA,
Ha3HAMEHUTIIINH 3 sipkoBuX. CripaBKHil AeHHOIOH, —TH MOOAYHIL, — BEPXHi
pi3ui cararoTh miBgyTa y TOBXKHHY. Te Mais, o OLKUTH 10 HAC, BAKUTH HE
Oible JeB’ ITH TOHH.

— I BoHO icTh M'sicO?

—3BuyaiiHo. 51 0cOOMCTO AOTPUMYFOCS TyMKH, 1110 TAPAHO3aBPH Ta iHII KApHO3aBPH
LIBOTO MEPiOTy XapUyBaIIHCS TEPEBKHO MUPHIMHU 1 JTy>Ke MOLIMPEHIMH XaApOo3aBpaMH.
AAJte 1ie MOs1 BJIacHa Teopist, I11e He JIOCHTh IepPEBIPEHa.

Benerens OyB yxe He fami, sk 3a I staecat ¢ytiB Big Kapmoni. A Ha
0O0JOTAHIM PIBHUHI — HISIKOTO MOPSITYHKY: HEMa Kyl BUJEPTHCH, HiJle 3a4aiThCH.

— o meni podbutn? — 3anuras Kapmosi.

— Mepuiii nepeknHbCs Ha pociuHy! — XyTko mopaaus Burpar.

— 51 ne BMito!

—He Bmiem! Kernicbki cripaBu. JlitaTh 1 3apuBaTics y 3eMITIO TEX HE BMi€ll,
a BTIKTH, 3aKJIa/Ialocs JeCsITh 0 OJJHOTO, HE 3MOMKEIl.

— To 110 % MeHi poOuTH?

— o %, 32 Takux 00CTaBUH TOO1 3AJIMIIAETHCS CTOIYHO BCE BUTPUMATH.
Moxy nporutyBatu T001 Emikrera. A 1ie MOXXKHa BIIBOX NPOCITIBATH TiMH,
SKIIO 1€ OTIOMOXKE.

— Jo GicoBoi marepi TBoi riMmHu! A xouy BpsATyBaTuCh!

Ane ¢neiita Bxe 3ataina: “Bce ommwkue, ['ocnoaun, no Tebe...” Kapmoni
3aTUC KyJlaku. TupaHo3aBp OyB yKe Mepea HUM, )KUBOK BEXCH ILIOTI
HAXWJIMBIIUCH HAJl OT0 rofioBor0. OCh BiH PO3KPUB KaXJIUBY MaILY...

Pozoin 19

— [IpuBir, — ckazaB THpaHO3aBp. — MeHe 3BaTu EMi 1 MeHi IIiCTh POKiB. A
SIK BaC 3BaTU?

— Kapmoni, — BigpekomenayBarcs Kapmopi.

— A s ioro Burpam, — nogas Burpar.

— Bu oOuBa cTpameHHo TuBHI, — cka3aB EMi. — Hikonmu Takux He 6aumB,
a s BXKE 3HAI0 TUMETPOJIOHA, a IIle CTPYyTioMiMa, CKojI03aBpa 1 0araTo iHIIUX.
A BU XKuUBETE JECh TYT?
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Chapter 19

"Wdl, sort of,"” Carmody said. Then, reflecting on the dimensionality of
time, hesaid, "But not really, actually."

"Oh," said Emie. Childlike, hestared at them and fdl into asilence. Carmody
stared back, fascinated by that huge, grim head, larger than a slot machine or
abeer keg, the narrow mouth studded with teeth likerows of stilettos. Fearsome
indeed! Only the eyes— which were round, mild, blue and trusting—refuted
the rest of the dinosaur's ominous appearance.

"Well, so," Emie said at last, "what are you doing herein the park?'

"Is this a park?' Carmody asked.

"Sure, it'sapark!" Erniesaid. "It'sa park for kids, and | don't think you'rea
kid, even though you are very small."

"You'reright, I'm not a kid," Carmody said. "I stumbled into your park by
mistake. | think perhaps | should speak to your father."

"Hokay," Emie said. "Climb on my back and I'll take you to him. And don't
forget, | discovered you. And bring along your friend. He's really strange!™

Carmody slipped the Prize into his pocket and mounted the tyrannosaurus,
finding hand and foot holds on thefolds of Erni€'s iron-tough skin. As soon as
he was securdy in place on the dinosaur's neck, Emie whedled and began to
lope toward the southwest.

"Where are we going?' Carmody asked.

"To see my father."

"Yes, but where is your father?"

"Hé's in the city, working at his job. Where dse would he be?"

"Of course, where else indeed?' Carmody said, taking a firmer grip as
Emiebrokeinto a gallop.

From Carmody's pocket, the Prize said, in a muffled voice, "This is all
exceedingly strange.”

"You're the strange one around here," Carmody reminded him. Then he
settled back to enjoy the ride.

They didn't call it Dinosaursville, but Carmody could think of it in no other
way. It lay about two miles from the park. First they came to a road, a wide
trail, actually, stamped to the firmness of concrete by countless dinosaur feet.
They followed it and passed many hadrosaurs sleeping beneath willow trees
by the side of the road and occasionally harmonizing in low, sweet voices.
Carmody asked about them, but Emiewould only say that hisfather considered
them a real problem.

Theroad went past groves of birch, maple, laurel and holly. Each grove had
itsdozen or so dinosaurs, moving purposefully beneath the branches, digging at
the ground or pushing away refuse. Carmody asked what they were doing.
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— Hibu tak, — Bignosis Kapmopmi. BtiMm, 3rajmaBiim mpoTsxHICTh 4acy,
BUITPAaBUBCS: — AJie HE 30BCIM, MU HETYTEILHI.

— A, —o3BaBcs Emi. BiH mo-IuTsuoMy BUTPIIIMBCS HA HUX 1 MOBYAB.

Kapmoni BuTpinmBcs i cobi, IpUTOI0OMILIEHUH BEJIETEHCEKUMHI PO3MipaMu
JKaXJIMBOI TOJIOBH, OUTBIIOI 3a TOPTOBUH aBTOMAaT a00 MHUBHE Oapuiblie, 3
BY3bKOIO IAIIEI0, 00CaKeHOI0 psigamMu ctuiieriB. Crpaxosuiie! Tinbku oui —
KpyIJi, JIariiHi, CHH1 i JOBIPIUBI — CYIIEPEUIIIH 3JI0BICHOMY BUIISITY AMHO3aBPA.

— Hy, nobpe, — HapemTi ckazaB Emi, — a 110 Bu pobuTe B HallIOMy MapKy?

— Xiba ne mapk?

— Arox! Jlutsumii mapk. A B K HE JUTHHA, X04 1 MAJICHbKHA.

— Maem pauito, 1 He TUTHHA, — oroauBes Kapmogi. — 4 norpanus y Bamn
MapK MOMUIIKOBO. MeHi, MaOyTh, BapT MOPO3MOBIISITH 3 TBOIM TaTOM.

— Xo-keit! — 30BciM mo-nuTadomy 3paziB Emi. — 3anizaliTe MeHi Ha CIIUBY,
s Bac BinBe3dy. | He 3a0yapTe, 110 51 Bac BiakpuB. bepite cBoro apyra. Bix i
CIIpaB/Ii AVBOBHIKHHU !

Kapmoni moknas Burpain y kuiieHro i ciB Ha THpaHO3aBpa, pyKaMu i HoraMu
BYCIMTUBIIHUCH Y CKIIAJIKU TBEPOI, HEMOB 3aJ1i30, IIKYPH. SIK TUTbKU BiH 3pYYHO
BMOCTHBCSI Ha TMHO3aBpOBili mui, EMi KpyTHYBCs 1 BUCTpUOOM MOMYaB Ha
MIBICHHUH 3axiI.

— Kynu mu inemo? — 3anuras Kapmoyi.

— Jlo Moro Tara.

— Taxk, a e TBiil Tato?

— VY wicri, npaiitoe. [e fiomy e Oytu?

— ABxex, 1 cpani, Ae Homy mie Oyru? — ckazaB Kapmoi, MinHiie
XaIar4rch 3a EMi, KoJiu TOM TiepeiiinoB Ha rajorl.

3 kumeni Kapmoni npuriyimenuM roiocoM o3BaBcst Burparr:

— Bce 1e ax HagTO IUBHO.

— Cam T 1uBHUI, — Haragar fiomy KapmMoji, a moTiM BiXUIUBCS Ha3a],
HACOJIOJKYIOUMChH 137I010.

Micro Ha3uBasocs He J{luHo3aBpoRiIb, anie KapMosii moaymMKu Ha3uBaB Horo
TUTBKH TaK. 3BHK JI0 1i€T Ha3Bu. Bix mapky a0 micta Oymno 30 aBi Mudi. Criouarky
BHIXaJX Ha I0POTy — IMMPOKHUIA CITiJl, BTOJIOUEHHH 10 TBEPIOCTi OETOHY HOT'aMHU
HE3YMCIICHHUX JUHO3aBpiB. Joporoto 3ycrpiuanu 6arato xaapo3aBpiB, 10
crmany min BepbamMu Ha y30i4usix, abo K TapMOHIHHO MYTHKalld HU3bKUMH
npueMHUMH rojiocamu. Kapmoi 3anuraB npo xajpo3aspis, ajie Emi ckazas
TINBKH, 110 TaTO Kake, 10 3 HUMH YMMAaJIO KIIOTOTY.

Hopora iinuia yepes rai 0epi3, KJIeHiB, JaBpiB i maaydiB. Y KOKXHOMY Tato
il KpOHAMU Topaiocst Oilsl JecsiTKa JMHO3aBPiB — KOMaIW 3eMiII0 abo K
Biarpioamu cmitts. Kapmoi noiikaBuBCs, 10 BOHU TaM POOJISITh.
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"They'retidying up," Emie said scornfully. "That's all that housewives ever
do."

They had come to an upland plateau. They left the last individual grove
behind and plunged abruptly into a forest.

Evidently it was not a natural growth; it showed many signs of having been
planted purposefully and with considerable foresight. Its outer trees consisted
of a broad bdt of fig, breadfruit, hazelnut and walnut, Past that there were
several nicdy spaced rows of tall, slim-trunked gingkaos. Then, therewas nothing
but pine trees and an occasional spruce.

As they moved deeper into the forest, it became more and more
crowded with dinosaurs. Most of these were theropods—carnivorous
tyrannosaurs like Emie. But the Prize also pointed out several ornithopods,
and literally hundreds of the ceratopsia offshoot represented by the
massively horned triceratops. Nearly all of them moved through the trees
at a canter. The ground shook beneath their feet, the trees trembled, and
clouds of dust wereflung into the air. Flank scraped against armored flank,
collisions were avoided only by quick turns, abrupt halts and sudden
accelerations. There was much bellowing for right-of-way. The sight of
several thousand hurrying dinosaurs was almost as fearsome as their smell,
which was overpowering.

"Here we are" said Emie, stopping so quickly that Carmody was nearly
thrown off his neck. "This is my dad's place!"

Carmody looked around and saw that Emie had brought him to a
small grove of sequoias. The big trees formed an oasis within the forest.
Two or three dinosaurs moved among the redwoods with a slow, almost
languid pace, ignoring the turmoil 50 yards away. Carmody decided
that he could get down without being trampled upon. Warily he slid off
Ernie's neck.

"Dad!" Emie shouted. "Hey, Dad, just look what | found, look, Dad!"

One of the dinosaurs looked up. He was a tyrannosaur, somewhat larger
than Emie, with white striations across his blue hide. His eyes were gray and
bloodshot. He turned around with great deliberation.

"How often,” he asked, "have | asked you not to gallop here?"

"I'm sorry, Dad, but look, | found—"

"You are always 'sorry,’ " the tyrannosaur said, "but you never see fit to
modify your behavior. | have spoken with your mother about this, Emie, and
we are in substantial agreement. Neither of us wishes to raise a graceess,
loud-mouthed hot-rodder who doesn't possess the manners of a brontosaurus.
I loveyou, my son, but you must learn—"
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— [Ipubupators, — 3HEBOXIUBO cka3aB Emi. — JloMorocnomapku 3aBkau
MOPIAOTLCS B CMITTI.

Bonu Bubpanucs Ha miato. [IpuBaTHi rai 3anummincs no3amy, epen HUIMA
CTiHOIO CTOSIB JIiC.

Byno oueBuHO, 1110 JTic BUpIC HE caM, 0araTto 03HaK CBiTYHIIO PO PETENEHO
o0aymaHe KyNnbTypHE Haca/KeHHs. 3 y3iices WIia MIMpOKa cMyra CMOKB,
XJIIOHUX AepeB, MIUHHA H BOIOCHKUX TOPiXiB. 32 HUMH POCTIO KUTbKa PIBHUX
PSIiB BUCOKUX, CTPYHKHUX TiHKTO. J{aii He Oysio Hi90ro, KpiM COCEH 1 MOAEKYAH
SUTUH.

[lo mmbie B’ HKIpKAIM BOHHM B JIiC, TO OUTbIIE i OUIBIIE 3yCTpidanocs
nrHO3aBpiB. To Oyiu mepeBa)KHO TEPONOAN — M’ SICOITHI TUPaHO3aBPH, SIK EMi.
Ane Burpam BkazaB TaKOXK Ha KUTBKOX OPHITOMOMIB 1 Ha OyKBaJbHO COTHI
HAIIaJKiB POrOHOCHUX — IPUKPAIICHIX MACHBHUMH POTaMH TPUIEPATOIICIB.
Maifke Bci BOHU pyXallics MiX JIepeBaMH JISTKUM TajlonoM. 3eMJlsl Tyia iz
iXHIMH HOTaMH, JiepeBa TPEMTLUIH, i XMapy MUIIOKH 3AIHMaIINCS B MTOBITPSL.
TBapuHM YepKany oiHa OHY NAHIIEPHIUMH OOKaMH, a 3ITKHEHb YHUKAJIU TUTHKA
3aBIISIKA IIBUAKHM MOBOPOTaM, PAalTOBUM 3yNHWHKAM W CTPIMKHM pHBKaM
yrepen. A CKUIbKH peBy uepe3 MpaBuiia BYITUYHOro pyxy! Burisa xinmbkox
TUCSTY HECTPUMHHUX JMHO3aBPiB OYB TaKWil Jke CTPaxiTIUBUH, SIK 1 IXHIH 3amax,
110 3a0MBaB yce Ha CBiTi.

— Ocpb MU # pulynu, — ckazaB EMi it 3ynuHuBCS Tak pi3ko, mo Kapmoni
nenp He 371eTiB 3 Horo mmi. — TyT Miii TaTo.

Kapmoni morisinyB HaBKpyr# i mo6auunBs, o Emi 3aBi3 HOro B HEBEMMUKU T
CEKBOMHUI raii. BenereHChKi JepeBa CTOSUIM 0a3010 stOKOH. JIBa uu Tpu
JIMHO3aBPU TOBUIBHO 1 Malike CIPOKBOJIA PYyXaJIMCS MOMIXK CEKBOM, He
3BEpTAIOYH YBark Ha METYILHIO 3a ' ATAECAT sipiB Bix HUX. Kapmoni mogymas,
10 MOXKHA 31 TH Ha 3eMJTI0, He TTO00I0I0YUCh, IO OT0 PO3TOMIyTh. BTOMIeHO
BiH KOB3HYB 3 1K1 EMi yHU3.

—Tary! —3akpuuar Emi. — [ e, TaTy, MOIISIHB, 110 5 3HAKIIIOB, TATY, TUBUCS!

Onun 3 TMHO3aBpiB MiAHSAB ronosy. Lle Oy THpaHO3aBp, A€o OLTbIIHI 32
EMi, 3 GiIHME IpY;KKaMH T10 CKJIAIKaX CHHEO! IKypH. Moro cipi odi 6ymu HamuTi
KpoB’ 0. OOepHYBCS BiH MOBAXKHO 1 3 TIHICTIO.

— CkinbKH pa3iB, — 3aMTaB BiH, — IPOCUB 5 TeOe He BUCTPHOYBAaTH TyT?

— Jlapy#, Tarty, ajie IOAUBHUCS, S 3HANILIOB. ..

—Tu 3amxu “ napyit, Taty” , —OBYAJILHO yPBaB THPAHO3aBP, — & HE TIMHUII
MOBOJMTHCS YeMHO. 1 po3MOBIsB Mpo 1ie 3 Mamoro, Ewmi, i BoHa 3rogHa 3i
MHoro. Hi ili, HI MeHi He XO4eThcs, 00 TH BHUPIC HEYEMHHM, TOPIATUM
OCIIKETHUKOM, KOTPUH HE BMi€ MOBOJUTUCH SIK BUXOBaHWU OpoHTO3aBp. S
mo0mo Tede, CHHY Mii, aine ToOi CITiJi HABYUTHUCH. ..
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"Dad! Will you please savethe lecturefor later and ook, just look, at what
I've found!"

The dderly tyrannosaur's mouth tightened and his tail flicked ominously.
But helowered hishead, following thedirection of his son's outstretched forepaw,
and saw Carmody.

"Wel bless my soul!" he cried.

"Good day, sir,” Carmody said. "My name is Thomas Carmody. | am a
human being. | don't think there are any other humans on Earth just now, or
even any primates. How | got hereis alittle difficult to explain, but | comein
peace, and—and that sort of thing," he finished lamely.

"Fantastic!" Erni€'s father said. He turned his head. "Baxley! Do you see
what | see? Do you hear what | hear?'

Baxley was a tyrannosaur of about the same age as Ernie's father. He said,
"l seeit, Borg, but | don't believeit."

"A talking mammal!" Borg exclaimed.

"I till don't believeit," said Baxley.

Chapter 20

It took borg longer to accept the idea of a talking mammal than it took
Carmody to accept theidea of atalking reptile. Still, Borg finally did accept it.
As the Prize remarked later, there is nothing like the actual presence of a fact
to make one bdieve in the existence of that fact.

They retired to Borg's office, which was under the lofty green foliage of a
weeping-willow tree. There, they sat and cleared their throats, trying to think
of something to say. At last Borg said, "So you're an alien mammal from the
future, eh?'

"I guess| am," Carmody said. "And you are an indigenous reptile from the
past.”
"I never thought about it that way," Borg said. "But yes, | suppose that's
true. How far ahead in the future did you say you came from?"

"About a hundred million years or so."

"Hah. Quite along time away. Yes, along time indeed."

"It is quite along time away," Carmody agreed.

Borg nodded and hummed tundlessly. It was evident to Carmody that he
didn't know what to say next. Borg seemed a very decent sort of person;
hospitable, but set in his ways, very much a family man, no conversationalist,
just a decent, dull, middle-class tyrannosaur.
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—Tary! O6mu, Oyab T1acka, BAYMTYBATH HA MOTIM 1 TIOTJISIHB TUTBKH, IO S
3HAMIIOB!

JliTHill TUpaHO3aBp CTUC TyOH 1 3arpo3JIMBO BJAPWUB XBOCTOM. Ta Bce XK
HaXUIIUB TOJIOBY, TIOAMBUBCA, KYM TIOKa3yBaJla CHHOBA IIepeHs Jara, i mooaunB
Kapwmopni.

— Boxxe munwii! — BUTyKHYB OpOHTO3aBp.

— JloGpwii nens, cep! —npusitaBes Kapmoni. —Mene 3Batn Tomac Kapmoni.
S — monuHa. He mymaro, o tenep Ha 3emiti iCHYIOTh iHIII Jrou abo xoua 6
npuMaTH. TPoXu Ba)KKO MOSICHUTH, SIK sl IOTPANUB CIOH, aje s MPUIILIOB 3
MHUPOM, i... 1 Take iHIIe, —3aKiHYMB BiH HE AyXKe A0 Jary.

— ®anracruuno! — ckazas tato Emi. Bin obepHyB ronoBy i nmokinkas: —
Bakcmi! Tu 6aunm, mwo st 6avy? Tu uyem, mo s ayio?

Bakcni, — THpaHO3aBp TOro X BiKY, IO i TaTo EMi, — BiIOBIB:

— bauy, bopry, ane He Bipto 04aM cBOIM.

— Lle x ccasens! — BuryKkHyB bopr.

— [oBipuTH Baxko, — cka3aB bakci.

Pozoin 20

Bopr no.iiie 3BuKkaB 70 (hakTy iCHYBaHHS HaJIUICHOTO MOBOO CCaBIIs, HIK
Kapmoni — 10 daxry icHyBaHHS TU1a3yHa, KOTPUH yMi€ pOSMOBIIATH. 3pELITOI0
Bopr 3mupuscs. Sk misnime 3ayBakuB Burpaii, Hilllo Tak HE MEPEKOHYE B
iCHyBaHHI [IEBHOTO SIBUIIIA, SIK iICHYBaHHSI CAMOT0 SIBUIIIA.

Bopr 3anpocus Kapmosi B kabiHeT, po3TanioBaHUM Mij] PACHUM JIUCTIM
BEJIETCHCHhKOI Tiakyudoi BepOu. Tam BOHU ciyiiv, BiIKallIsiaucH,
PO3MIpKOBYIOYH, 3 4Oro 06 TO po3moyaTd po3MoBy. HapemTi MoBuaHKY
nopywus bopr:

— OTxe, BU — 3alIUINI ccaBellb 3 MaHOyTHHOTO, TaK?

— Ma0yTs, Tak. A BU — TYTEIIHi# MIa3yH 3 MHHYJIOTO?

— Hikomu Tak npo cebe He gymaB, — cka3aB bopr. — Ta, MaOyTh, BU MaeTe
parttito. | ckibKu, Kaxere, 4acy Hac po3auisie?

— Jlech 6inst cta MiJIBIOHIB POKIB.

— Oro! Jlocuth Garato yacy. ABXex, i ciipaBi OaraTo Jacy.

— BoHo Tak i € — 6araro yacy, — nmoroguscs Kapmoyi.

Bopr moxurtas ronoBoro i moch 3aMyrukas mig Hic. Kapmoni Oyio BuaHO,
mo bopr He 3Hae, yuM miaTpUMyBaTH po3MOBY. bopr, cyasum 3 ycsoro, OyB
JTy’)K€ TIOPAIHUM: TOCTUHHHH, aJie CTpUMaHM#, CTATEYHUHN, HE CXUIIbHUI J10
Oanadok —Takuii co0i MPUCTOMHUH CIpEHBKUI THPaHO3aBP 13 CEpenHiX BEPCTB.
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"Wdl, well," Borg said, after the silence had become uncomfortable, "and
how is the future?'

"Beg pardon?’

"I mean, what sort of a placeis the future?'

"Very busy," Carmody replied. "Bustling. Many new inventions, a great
deal of confusion.”

"Well, well, well," Borg said. "That's very much as some of our more
imaginative chaps had pictured it. Some of them have even predicted an
evolutionary change in the mammals, making them the dominant species on
Earth. But | consider that farfetched and grotesque.”

"l supposeit must sound that way," Carmody said.

"Then you are the dominant species?"

"Well... one of the dominant species.”

"But what about the reptiles? Or morespecifically, how arethetyrannosaurs
doing in the future?'

Carmody hed ndther the heart nor the nerveto tdl him that dinosaurs were extinct
in hisday, and had been extinct for sixty million years or so, and that reptilesin generd
hed come to occupy an indgnificant part in the scheme of things.

"Your raceisdoing every bit aswell as could beexpected,” Carmody replied,
feding positively Pythian and rather sneaky.

"Good! | thought it would be likethat!" Borg said. "Were atough race, you
know, and most of us have will power and common sense. Do men and reptiles
have much trouble coexisting?'

"No, not much trouble," Carmody said.

"Glad to hear it. | was afraid the dinosaurs might have become high-handed
on account of their size."

"No, no," Carmody said. "Speaking for the mammals of the future, | think |
can safely say that everybody likes a dinosaur.”

"It's very decent of you to say that," Borg said.

Carmody mumbled something. He suddenly felt very ashamed of himsdf.

"Thefutureholds no great anxiety for adinosaur,” Borg said, falling into the
rotund tones of an after-dinner speaker. "But it was not always that way. Our
extinct ancestor, the allosaurus, seems to have been a bad-tempered brute and
a gluttonous feeder. His ancestor, the ceratosaurus, was a dwarf carnosaur.
To judge from the size of his braincase, he must have been incredibly stupid.
There were other dawn-age carnosaurs, of course; and before them there
must have been a missing link—a remote ancestor from which both the
guadruped and the bipedal dinosaurs sprang.”

"The bipedal dinosaurs are dominant, of course?' Carmody asked.
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— Hy-ny, — ckazaB bopr, ko MOBUaHKa IMOYHHAJA CTABATH OOTSHKIINBA, —
1 K TaM y MaiiOyTHbOMY?

— Hapyiite?

— 51 xoTiB ciMTaTH, SIK )KUBETHCA B MalilOyTHHOMY?

— Knonory Bume ronosu, — Bianosie Kapmoni. — Jlyxe 6arato HOBUX
BHHAXOJIIB, TUTKH TTAMOPOKH 320U BAIOTh.

— Tak-tak-tak, — cka3aB bopr. — lllochk cxoxe mepenbauaroTh y
MaiOyTHHOMY HaIIll XJIOMIIi 3 PO3BHHEHOIO YSIBOIO. JlesKi HaBiTh MPOPOKYIOTH,
[0 CBOJIFOIIIS CCaBIlIB 3pOOUTH IX MAHIBHUMHU Ha 3eMili. AJie s BBaXkaro Iie
nepeOiTbIICHHSIM 1 TPOTECKOM.

— Tak BoHO, Ma0yTh, i1 €, — moroauBcs Kapmoyi.

—To BY cTaJIM TaHIBHUM BUJIOM?

—Hy... o1HMM i3 TaHIBHUX.

— A sk i3 mazyHamu? AGO TOYHIIIE: SK BEACTHCS B MailOyTHHOMY
TUpaHO3aBpaM?

Kapmoni 3a0paxio myxy i CyMIIiHHS CKa3aTH CIIBPO3MOBHHUKOBI, IO
TUPaHO3aBpU BUMPYTh, IO BOHM BUMEPIIH 32 LIICTAECAT MUTbHOHIB POKIB 110
JIIOIMHH 1 1110 TJIa3yHH B IPUPO/I B3araii BilirpatoTh TPETHOPSIHY POJIb.

— Bariit nuBinizantii Benerbcst JOCTEMEHHO TaK, SIK MOXKHA OYJI0 CIIOIBATHCH,
—BianoBiB Kapmoni, BigayBatoun cebe midieto, 10 TOTo K OOSA3IHUBOIO.

— Ho6pe! Tax s i cioniBaBcs! —3paniB bopr. —Mu, 3HaeTe, MilTHUH KOPiHb,
1 OUIBIIICT i3 HAC Ma€ CUITY BOJI 1 30POBHM TTy3/1. A CIIiBiCHYBaHHS JTFOAEH 1
TU1a3yHiB 3aBa€e 6arato KJIonoTy?

— Hi, Hebararo, — BinnosiB Kapmoyi.

— Panmuii mouytu. S moboroBaBcs, 110 JUHO3aBpU Yepe3 CBOI po3MipH
MOYHYTH 3aJJUpaTH HOCA.

— Hi-ni, — 3aneBuuB Kapmoni. — Bin iMeHi ccaBiiiB MailOyTHROIO MOXY
3alleBHUTH, 1110 JUHO3aBPIB MIAHYIOTh.

— Jlyxe rpedyHo 3 Bamoro 00Ky, — ckazas bopr.

Kapmoyti 1110ch TOMAMPHB Y BiZITIOBiTb. FloMy pariromM CTasio HeCTepITHO COPOMHO.

—Hac, muHo3aBpiB, HE MOBUHHO HEMOKOITH MaiOyTHE, — CAMOBJIOBOJICHO,
HEMOB TIiCJis CUTOTO 0011y, moBiB gami bopr. — Ane He 3aBxau Tak OyJo.
Hawi npaugypu anosaBpu OyaM, 30a€Thes, TPyOisHU 1 HeHaxepH. IxHiit
MpenoK LepaTo3aBp OyB KapiWKOBUM KapHo3zaBpoM. Cynsuu 3 po3MmipiB
Horo yepenHoi KOpoOkH, BiH MaB OyTH HeHMOBipHO AypHHUH. Bynu e,
3BUYaifHO, i 1HII CTAPOKUTHI KAPHO3aBPH, a ITepe] HUMH MOBUHHA O OyTH
OJlHA BiZICYTHs JIaHKa — BiIJaJICHU I MPEIOK, BiJ SKOTO MilLIA YOTHPHHOT1
Ta IBOHOT1 JUHO3aBPH.

— JIBOHOTI TMHO3aBpH, 3BUYAITHO, IOMIHYIOTh? —3anuTaB Kapmoji.
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"Of course. Thetriceratopsisadull-witted cresturewith a savage disposition.
We keep small herds of them. Ther flesh rounds out a meal of brontosaurus
steak quite nicely. There are various other species, of course. You might have
noticed some hadrosaurs as you came into the city."

"Yes, | did," Carmody said. "They weresinging."

"Those fdlows are always singing,” Borg said sternly.

"Do you eat them?"

"Good heavens, no! Hadrosaurs are intdligent! They are the only other
intelligent species on the planet, aside from tyrannosaurs.”

"Your son said they were areal problem.”

"W, they are," Borg said, alittletoo defiantly.

"In what way?"

"They'relazy. Also sullenand surly. | know what I'mtalking about; I'veemployed
hadrosaurs as servants. They have no ambition, no drive, no stick-to-it-iveness.
Half the time they don't know who hatched them, and they don't seem to care
They don't look you farthrightly in the eye when they speak to you."

"They singwdl, though," Carmody said.

"Oh, yes, they sing well. Some of our best entertainers are hadrosaurs.
They also do well at heavy construction, if given supervision. Their appearance
works against them, of course, that duckbilled look. . . . But they can't help
that. Has the hadrosaur problem been solved in the future?!

"It has," Carmody said. "Theraceis extinct."

"Perhapsit's best that way," Borg said. "Yes, | really think it's best."

Carmody and Borg conversed for several hours. Carmody learned about
the problems of urban reptilianlife. Theforest-citieswere becoming increasingly
crowded as more and more tyrannosaurs and hadrosaurs left the countryside
for the pleasures of civilization. A traffic problem of some severity had sprung
up inthelast fifty years. Giant saurischians liketo travel fast and are proud of
their quick reflexes. But when several thousand of them are rushing through a
forest at the same time, accidents are bound to happen. The accidents were
often severe: when two reptiles, each weighing forty tons, meet head-on at
thirty miles an hour, broken necks are the most likely result.

These were not the only problems, of course. The overcrowded cities were
asymptom of an exploding birthrate. Saurischiansin various parts of theworld
lived on the edge of starvation. Disease and warfare tended to thin ther
numbers, but not enough.

"We have these and many other problems," Borg said. "Some of our finest
minds have given way to despair. But | am more sanguine. We reptiles have
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— 3BicHO. AK€ TPHIIEPATONCH — TYMi iCTOTH 3 AUKHM HOPOBOM. Mu
PO3BOIMMO X HEBETMKHMH YepeiaMy 337151 M’ sica — BOHO YYJJOBO JIOIIOBHIOE
HaIly 3BHYaiHy TIOKUBY 3 OpoHTO3aBpiB. [IeBHe, € mie iHmi Buan. Bu, MaOyTs,
JIOpOTOI0 JI0 MiCTa TIOMITHIIH Xap03aBpiB?

—Taxk, nomituB. Bouu criiBaiu.

— Ti Tvnu BiYHO CHiBalOTh, — OCYIIMBO cKazaB bopr.

— Bu icre ix?

—Tocnoap 13 Bamu! XaapozaBpu x posymHi! Tilbky BOHU 1 THpaHO3aBpH
— €JIMHI PO3YMHI ICTOTH Ha 3eMUTi.

— Bam cun ka3as, 110 3 HUMH YUMAaJIHi KJIOIIIT.

— BoHo TaxK i €, — 7110 BUKITUYHO TiaTBepauB bopr.

— Yomy?

—Jlenaui. J1o Toro > nmonypi i rpy0i. 5 3Har0, mI0 KaXy: B MeHe OyJH CIIyTH
xaapo3aBpu. BoHu mo30aBieHi 4yecTono0CTBa, MparHeHb, TPUXUIBHOCTI.
[TiBXKUTTS HE 3HAIOTH, XTO IX TOAYE, 1, 3AE€ThCA, 1€ IX HEe 00X0auTh. HaBiTh He
JMBIISITHCS Y Bidi, KOJIM PO3MOBIISIIOTH 13 HAMHU.

— OnHave, BOHU rapHO CITiBalOTh, — 3ayBaxxuB Kapmori.

— O Tak, cniBaroTh BOHU TapHO. Jleski 3 HAlIMX KpalluxX BUKOHABIIB —
xaqpo3aBpu. | Baxkki poOoTH Ha OymiBHUITBI, KOJMHM 32 HUMH NPUTVISHYTH,
BHUKOHYIOTH J100pe. 3BiCHO, Ha BUIJISIT BOHU OpUKi, 13600 SIK Y KayKH... A B
MaiOyTHBOMY 3 Xa/Ip03aBpaMy MEHIIE KIIOMOTY?

— Ille 6 nak. Bonu Bumep:n.

— Moske, 11e i Ha Kpaiie, — cka3zaB bopr. — Tak, s cripaBi BBaxato, 1110 1e
Ha Kpalle.

Kapwmopni it bopr po3moBisiim kinbka ronut. Kapmoni nisHasces mie i mpo
ypOaHicTHUHI TPOoOJIeMU TU1a3yHiB. JIicOBI MiCTa IIEPEOBHIOBAJINCH, OCKIIIBKH
Jieqiai OlIblie SAIepiB MOKUIAIM CEJIo 3apajy OJyar 1uBiTi3aiii. 3a ocTaHHI
I ATASCAT POKIB HAAMIpY 3arocTpuiiacs mpobiema ByTHIHOro pyxy. [iraHTChKi
SIIIPKOBI JIFOOJISITH MIEPECYBATUCS 3 BEJIMKOIO IIBUJIKICTIO 1 J{y)Ke MHUINAIOThCS
CBOIMH OMCKaBHYHUMHE peduiekcamu. Ta Komu KinbKa THUCSY iX racae B Jici
O/IHOYACHO, TO 3ITKHEHHS HeMHHYYi. YacTo OyBalOTh TSHKKI HACIIIKU: KOJH
JIBI PENTHIIIi BarO0 1O COPOK TOHH 3ITKHYTHCS YOJIO B YOJIO Ha IBHJIKOCTI
TPUALSATH MUJIb HA TOJMHY, TO 3TaMaHUI KapK — HEe AWBHHA.

[Ipobnemu, 3BUYAlHO, UM HE O0OMexyrOThes. [lepenaceneni micra —
HacIiIoK neMorpadidaoro BuOyxy. SmiipkoBi B 0araTbox KpaiHax >KHAJIHM Ha
IpaHi rojoay. XBOpoOU i BifHU CIIPUSIOTH 3MEHIIICHHIO HACEJICHHS, aJIc HE B
JOCTaTHIN Mipi.

— VY nHac 6e31i4 ipoOiieM, —ckapxkuBcs bopr. — J{esiki 3 kparmux MUCITUTENIB
yIaJli B po3nad. AJe s ONTHMICT 3a HaTyporo. M, Tu1a3yHH, 1 paHillie 3a3HaBain
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seen difficult times before and have won through. We shall solvethese problems
just as we have solved all others. To my way of thinking, there is an innate
nobility about our race, aspark of conscious, unquenchablelife. | cannot believe
that this will be extinguished."

Carmody nodded and said, "Your people will endure" There really was
nothing for him to do but lielike a gentleman.

"I know it," Borg said. "It is always good, however, to receive confirmation.
Thank you for that. And now | suppose you would like to speak with your
friends."

"What friends?' Carmody asked.

"I refer to the mammal standing directly behind you," Borg said.

Carmody turned quickly and saw a short, fat, bespectacled man in a dark
business suit, with a briefcase and an umbrella under his left arm. "Mr.
Carmody?' he asked.

"Yes, I'm Carmody," Carmody said.

"I am Mr. Surtees from the Bureau of Internal Revenue. You have given us
quite a chase, Mr. Carmody, but the IRS always gets its man."

Borg said, "Thisis none of my concern." Heexited, making very little noise
for so large a tyrannosaurus.

"You have some unusual friends," Mr. Surtees said, gazing at the departing
Borg. "But that is no concern of mine, though it may be of some interest to the
FBI. | am here saldy in regard to your 1965 and 1966 tax returns. | havein my
briefcasean extradition order, which | think you will findin order. My timemachine
is parked just outside of thistree | suggest that you come along quietly.”

"No," said Carmody.

"I beg you to reconsider,” said Surtees. "The case against you can be settled
to the mutual satisfaction of all concerned. But it must be settled at once. The
government of the United States does not like to be kept waiting. Refusal to
obey an order of the Supreme Court—"

"I told you, no!" Carmody said. "You might as well go away. | know who
you are."

For this was the predator beyond any doubt. Its mimicry of an Internal
Revenue man had been unbelievably clumsy. Both thebriefcase and theumbrella
were jointed to the left hand. The features were fair, but an ear had been
forgotten. And, worst of al, the knees were hinged backwards.

Carmody turned and walked away. The predator stood there, not following,
presumably unable to follow. It gave a single cry of hunger and rage. Then it
disappeared.

Carmaody had littletimefor self-congratulation, however, for amoment later,
he disappeared.
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TSOKKHX 4YaciB, MPOTE BUCTOSUTM. | HOBI TpoOJIeMH TEX MOAOTAEMO, SIK yXKe
MooNalv nonepeaHi. S mepekoHaHui, MO Halla paca HaJiieHa TPUPOIHOIO
HUISIXETHICTIO, ICKPOIO0 PO3yMYy, HE3I0JaHHOO JKUTTEBICTIO. He Bipio, 110 Bee
e me3He. Kapmoai KUBHYB i cka3as:

— Bam Hapos BUCTOITh. — oMy HiYOro iHIIOro He 3aMMIIMIOCS, SIK T1O-
JDKEHTIIBMEHCHKH 30pexaTH.

—3Halo, —cka3aB bopr. — Ale 3aBX a1 MPHUEMHO ITOYYTH CIOBO MiATPHUMKH.
upo Bam ynsuHUi. A Temep, rajgaio, BaM Tpebda MOPO3MOBISATH 3 BallUM
MPUSITENIEM.

— 3 SIKHM TpuUsATEIEM?

— 4 mato Ha yBa3i ccaBId, 110 CTOITh Y Bac 3a CIMHOIO, — OSICHUB bopr.

Kapmoni xyTeHpko 00epHYBCsI 1 100a4MB HEBEITMYKOTO TOBCTYHA B OKYJISIPaX,
B TEMHOMY JJIOBOMY KOCTIOMI, 3 TOpT(ernieM i TapacoibKolo B JBiH pyi.

— Micrep Kapmoai? — 3anuTaB TOBCTYH.

— Taxk, s Kapmoni.

— 51 Capric 3 bropo [IpubyrkoBux [onarkis. Hy Bu i1 3a1anu Ham GiraHuHH,
mictepe Kapmoni, ane Big bropo He cxoBaerics.

— ¥ Bac TyT cBoi cripaBH, — ckazaB bopr i BUHIIIOB JOCHTH HEYYTHO, SIK Ha
TaKOT0 BETUKOTO THPAHO3aBPa.

— uBHi y Bac apy3i, —ckasaB mictep Capric, TuBiIs4Ymch yciia boprosi. —
Ane MeHe 11e He 00xoauTh, xoua OBP Moke ¥ 3arikaBuTUCh. S TYT nuiie 3
OIVIsiy Ha Ballly IMOJATKOBY 3a0oproeanicTs 3a 1965 i 1966 poku. Y meHe B
nopTdeni opyiep Ha 3aTPUMAHHS — MOXKETE MepeKOHaTUC. Mos MaliHa 4acy
MPHUIIaPKOBaHa 3a 1M JiepeBoM. [IponoHyIo CIIOKiitHO HTH 32 MHOIO.

— Hi! — Bigpy6as Kapmopi.

— Pajpxy nobpe nmogymar, — Hanonsras MOJATKOBUH iHCIIEKTOp. — Barny
CrpaBy MOKHA 3aJIaTOAWTH TaK, 110 i KpUBAM HiKoMY He Oyze. Aye BUpIITyBaTH
ciig HeraitHo. Ypsn Cronyuenux lltaTiB He MIOOUTB, KOIU HOTO 3MYIIYIOTh
yekaTh. BizMoBa BukoHyBaTH pimenHs Bepxosroro Cyay...

— 4 ckazas Hi! — Bnepcst Kapmoni. — Moxere 3abuparucs rers! 5 3na10,
XTO B Takuii!

[lo3a BcsikuM cymHIBOM, 1e OyB Horo xmkak. Ta i KOro BBei€ B OMaHy
Take Tpybe MackyBaHHA mif iHcrekropa [logarkoBoro Bropo. I moprdens i
napacoibKa MPUPOCIIN 10 JiBOI pyKu. Pricn o0nuyyst mpaBuiibHi, ajne 3a0ymnu
Mpo ByxXa. A Halripie Te, 0 KoJliHa B HbOTO 3THHAJIICS Ha3al.

Kapmoni moBepHyBcsl 1 3aKpOKyBaB TeTh. XIMKaK 3 Micls HE 3pYLIUB.
MabyTb, BiH He yMiB nepeciiayBaTH. Bin 3aBHB Bix Tonomy i JroTi. A TOTIM
nies.

Kapmoni He MaB yacy mpuBiTaTH ce0e 3 MmepeMoror, 00 3a SKyCh MHTH
BiH I[€3 TAKOX.
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"Wdl, comein, comein."

Carmody blinked. He was no longer exchanging views with a dinosaur in
the Cretaceous age. Now he was somewhere else. He was in a small, dingy
room. The floor was of stone, chilly to his feet. The windows were covered
with soot. Tall candles trembled uneasily in the draft.

A man was seated behind a high rolltop desk. The man had a long nose
jutting out of along, bony face. His eyes were cavernous. There was a brown
mole in the middle of his left cheek. His lips were thin and bloodless.

Theman said, "l am the Honorable Clyde Beedle Seethwright. And you are
Mr. Carmody, of course, whom Mr. Maudsley so kindly referred to us. Do
take that chair, sir. | trust that your trip from Mr. Maudsley's planet was a
pleasant one?'

"It wasfine," Carmody said, sitting down. Heknew hewas being ungracious,
but the abrupt transitions were beginning to get him down.

"And Mr. Maudsley iswell?" Seethwright said, beaming.

"Hés fing" Carmody said. "Where am 17"

"Didn't the clerk tell you on your way in?"

"l didn't see any clerk. | didn't even see mysdf comein.”

"My, my," Seethwright said, and clucked mildly.

"The reception room must have gone out of phase again. I've had it fixed a
dozen times, but it kegps on desynchronizing. It is vexing for my clients, and
even worse for my poor clerk, who goes out of phase with it and sometimes
can't get back to his family for a week or more.”

"That isareal tough break," Carmody said, and found himself near
hysteria. "If you don't mind," he said, keeping a tight control on his
voice, "just tell me what this place is and how I'm supposed to get
home from here."

"Calm yoursdf," Mr. Seethwright said. "Perhaps a cup of tea? No? This
'place,’ as you refer to it, is The Galactic Placement Bureau. Our articles of
incorporation are on thewall, if you would careto read them.”

"How did | get here?' Carmody asked.

Mr. Seethwright smiled and pressed hisfingertips together. "Very simply,
sir. When | received Mr. Maudsley's letter, | had a search made. The
clerk found you on Earth B3444123C22. This was obviously the wrong
placefor you. | mean to say, Mr. Maudsley had done his best, but heis not
in the placement service. Therefore, | took the liberty of transporting you
here. But if you wish to return to that aforementioned Earth—"

158



Po3zoin 21

Poszoin 21

— 3axozbTe, 3axoxbre!

Kapmoni Tinbkm oumma kiinaB. BiH yxke He BiB moBaxHy Oecimy 3
JMHO3aBPOM Y KPEiiI0BOMY TIEPio/Ii, a CTOSIB Y SIKiiCh HEBETMYKIN 3aTIOpOIIeHi i
KiMHaT4uHi. Big kaM’ stHOT migsoru Oys10 XOIOAHO B HOTH. 3aKINTIOKEH] BIKHA.
[omyM’ st BUCOKHMX CBIYOK MUTOTHTH Bill MPOTSATiB. 38 BHCOKOIO KOHTOPKOIO
CHJIiB 40MIOBiK. Floro 10Bruii HiC rOCTPO CTHPYAB HA BUIOBKEHOMY KOIABOMY
obmmyyi. ['mrboko mocamkeHi, 3anani oui. Ha miBiid momni koppuyHeBa poauma
rsiMa. ToHKI i Oe3KkpoBHI ryou. YONMOBIK IPOMOBHUB:

—Mene 3Batu npenonoduuit Kiaiing binn Citpaiit. A BU, 3BHUaiiHO, MicTep
Kapmopi, sikoro Tak 11100’ s13HO BipekoMeHyBaB HaM Mictep Moacni. Cinatite,
Oynb nacka. CriofiBarocsi, Baia MOJOPOXK 3 ITUIAHETH Mictepa Mopcii Oyna
npueMHa?

—Taxk, —cka3aB Kapmoni cinatoun. Biguysas, o nmoBoauTs cede HEYEeMHO,
ajie HecoAiBaHi MepeXoIu 3i CBITY B CBIT yKe JIpaTyBasid HOro.

— Sk Benerbesa micTepoBi Moacni? — csitoun yeMilikoro, 3anutaB CiTpair.

— Heszne. A ne s?

— Xiba cekperap y NpUHOMHIH BaM HE TIOSICHHUB?

— He Gauus s Hisikoro cekperapst! S HaBiTh He 0a4yMB, K MOTPaNUB cloau!

— Ali-s1ii-s1it! — ckpymHo 3akynkynakas CitpaiiT. —MalyTb, IpuifoMHa 3HOBY
Bunana 3 ¢asu! Bxke 3 gecsATok pa3iB peMOHTyBaB ii, a BoHa W gaii
JIeCHXPBHI3yeThcs. Lle ¥ kimieHTiB apaTtye, a OioaiHoMy CeKpeTapeBi B3aralii
HeTIepeTMBKY — BUMAae 3 Ba3a i AeKay THXKHIMHI He MOXKE IIOTPATIUTH JIOIOMY,
70 ciM'1.

— CkpyTHO oMy noBOOuTHCs, — 3ipoHi3yBaB Kapmoni, BimdyBatoun
HaAOJIMKEHHS iCTepuKH. — SIKIIO T03BONIUTE, — Yepe3 CHITy CTPUMYIOUH CBiit
roJyoc, Ka3aB BiH Jaii, — TO g XOTiB OM Ai3HATHCS, IO 1€ 32 MiCIe 1 SIK MeHi
3BIJICH JICTaTUCS AOIOMY?

— 3acmokotitecst, — nmonpocus Mictep Citpaiit. — Moxe, yameuky waro? Hi?
Tak ocb, 1€, K BU 3BOJMJIN BUCJIOBUTHCS, Miclle, — Beeranaktuune bropo
Koopmunar. Har craryr, sikio mMaete OaxxaHHsI 03HaHOMUTHCS, BUCUTh Ha CTiHI.

— Sk s TyT onmHUBCH, — 3anuTaB Kapmopi.

Micrep CiTpaliT HIOCMiXHYBCSI 1 CKJIaB JOKYITH KIHUUKH NaIBIIIB.

— Hyxe npocto, cep. Konu s orpumas nucra Bin Mictepa Mogacni, To Bifias
po3nopsKeHHs 1po po3iyk. Cekperap BusSBUB Bac Ha 3emii B3444123C22.
Ile Oyna siBHO He Bara 3emuist. Xo4y 3ayBa)XUTH, 110 MicTep Mojcii 3poous
IUIsl Bac yce, IO MiT, ajie KoopAuHaTH — He Horo ¢ax. Tomy s B3sB Ha cebe
CMIJIUBICTh TIEPEMICTUTH Bac CIOAH. Ta SKIO BU MaeTe OaXKaHHS MOBEPHYTHCS
Ha BUIIE3raJiany 3emiio...
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"No, no," Carmody said. "l was just wondering how . . . | mean, you said
that this is a Galactic Placement Service, right?"

"The Galactic Placement Service," Seethwright corrected gently.

"OK. So I'm not on Earth.”

"No indeed. Or, to put it more rigorously, you are not on any of the
possible, probable, potential or temporal worlds of the Earth
configuration.”

"OK, fing" Carmody said. Hewas breathing heavily. "Now, Mr. Seethwright,
have you ever been to any of those Earths?'

"I'm afraid | have never had the pleasure. My work keeps me pretty well
tied to the office, you see, and | spend holidays at my family's cottage at—"

"Right!" Carmody thundered abruptly. "You've never been to Earth, or so you
claim! In that case, why in God's name are you sitting in a goddamned room like
out of Dickens with candles yet and wearing astove-pipe hat? Hey? Just let's hear
you answer that one, because | already know the damned answer, which is that
some son of a bitch must have drugged me and | dreamed this whole damned
cockomamiething including you, you grinning hatchet-faced bastard!™

Carmody collapsed in the chair, breathing like a steam engine and glaring
triumphantly at Seethwright. He waited for everything to dissolve, for funny
shapes to come and go, and for himsef to wake up in his own bed in his own
apartment, or maybein a friend's bed or even in a hospital bed.

Nothing happened. Carmody's senseof triumph trickled away. Hefdt utterly
confused, but he was suddenly too tired to care.

"Areyou quite over your outburst?' Mr. Seethwright asked frigidly.

"Yes, I'mover it," Carmody said. "I'm sorry."

"Don't fret," Seethwright said quietly. "You have been under a strain;
one appreciates that. But | can do nothing for you unless you keep control
of yourself. Intelligence may lead you home; wild emotional outbursts will
get you nowhere."

"I redlly am sorry," Carmody said.

"Asfor this room, which seems to have startled you so, | had it decorated
especially for you. The period is only approximate—the best | could do on
short notice. It was done to make you fed at home."

"That was thoughtful of you," Carmody said. "I suppose that your
appearance—"

"Yes, precisdy,” Mr. Seethwright said, smiling. "I had myself decorated as
well as the room. It was no trouble, really. It is the sort of little touch which so
many of our clients appreciate.”

"I do appreciateit, asamatter of fact," Carmody said. "Now that I'm getting
used to it, it's sort of restful.”
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— Hi-ni, — nocnimms Kapmoni. — 4 num Hisik He BTOpoIaio, KyId... TOOTO
BHU CKazaiH, 1o 1e sikack Tam Ciyx6a Koopannat?

— Beeranaktnuna Ciyx6a Koopaunat, — M’ sxo ButnipaBus CiTpaidT.

— O-xkeit! Orxe, 1 He Ha 3emini?

— 3BHyYaiiHo, He Ha 3eMil. A0O K, BHUCIOBIIOIOYNCH TOYHIIIE, BH HE B
YKOJTHOMY 3 MOXKJIMBUX, IMOBIPHHX, IMOTCHIIIHHUX a00 TEMIIOpaJbHUX CBITIB
3eMHOI KoH(irypartii.

— O-kelid, mpekpacHo! —ckazaB Kapmoni, Baxxko muxatoun. — Terep, mictepe
CitpaiiT, BM caMi Koiu-HeOyab Oy Ha KOTPIHCh i3 THX 3eMenb?

— Borocst, He MaB Takoi BTixu. baunte, Moi 000B’A3KH 3MYILIYIOTH MEHE
TpuMarucs KabiHeTy, a T03BU/UIS st IPOBOKY B CIMEHHOMY KOJTi B KOTEIDK1 OUIA...

— Tak i €! — npopBano Kapmoai. — Bu Hikonu He Oynu Ha 3emii, cami
kaxere! Tak oMy >k Tomi, Xail #iomy Oic, BH cUIHTE B il KIATIH KOMipYHHi
MIPH CBIYKaX Ta e i y IUITiHp1, Havye BU 3 KHIDKKY JlikkeHca? ['a? Xou Ou 110
BU Ka3aliH, sl Hallepell 3Halo Bally TPUKIATY Bianosinp! [IpocTo sikuiick cyunit
CHH TTiJICUTIaB MEH1 HAPKOTHKIB, 1 BU caMi, JIOBrodpa3uii OaiicTproue, 3 Ballow
BHIIKIPEHOI0 MapMH3010, i yBech 1ieli Oanaran MeHi IpAUMapHITUCh!

Kapmogi 3HecHIIeHO TerTHYBCS Ha CTiJIelb, JUXat0dd MOB [TapOBUIl ABUTYH
1 mepeMokHO mo3upatoun Ha Citpaiita. BiH uekas, 1110 Bce HABKPYTH PO3BIETHCH,
10 BCl1 BUJIMBA ILIE3HYTh, & CaM BiH IPOKUHETHCS B CBOEMY JIDKKY Y BJIacHii
KBapTHUPIi, a MOXe, Ha IUBaHi y mpusTess abo Hexall yxKe B JTIKapHSIHOMY JTDKKY.

Himo He po3Bisutocs, kpim nepemoxaoro Hactporo Kapmoni. Bin BimuyB, 1o
HE MOXE HIYOro BTOPOIIATH, ajie OyB HAJITO CTOMJICHHA, 11100 ITUM TIepeiiMaTrCs.

— Bike 3acnokoiiucs? — KpHyKaHUM TOJI0COM 3anuTaB Mictep CiTpair.

— Taxk, yxxe 3acnokoiBcs, — 3iTxHyB Kapmoni. — Bubaure.

— He typOyiitecs, — cniokiiiHo cka3as CitpaiiT. — Bu nmepeBromunucs, 1e
MOXHa 3po3yMiTH. OnHaue, s HIYUM HE 3MOXY JOINOMOTTH, SKIIO BH HE
oranyete cede. Po3ym Moxke mMpUBECTH Bac J0IOMY, HECTPUMHI €MOIliHHI
BHUOYXH Hi JI0 4OTO HE IPUBEAYTh.

— 51 me pa3 npoiry BuOaueHHS.

— Illoxo i€l kiMHATH, KA BaC TaK HaJSIKaya, TO sl OOCTaBUB 11 3yMHCHE
JUTS Bac. 3BUYAIHO, 7100a miiopaHa HaOIMKEHO — [1¢ HalOUIbIIe, 110 S BCTUT
3a OpaxoM yacy. | Bce mis Toro, mo0 B modyBaiu cede, K yaoma.

— Ile Bu mobOpe nmpuaymanu, — ckazaB Kapmoai. — 3HauuTh, 1 Bam
BUTIIS. ..

— AGCOIOTHO TOYHO, —ycMixHYBcs MicTep CitpaidT. — i i cebe BaeKopyBas,
gk 1 kimHaty. Lle He Baxko. HeBennukuii mrpumiok, 6araTboM KiIi€HTaM
n0700a€ThCA.

— MeHi Takox nogobaeTbes, —3aneBHUB Kapmoi. — Terep, Koiu st TpoxH
3BUK, BOHO 1 3aCIIOKOIOE.
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"I hoped you would findit soothing," Seethwright said. "Asfor your propaosition
that all of this is happening to you in a dream—well, it has some merit."

"It has?'

Mr. Seethwright nodded vigorously.

"It has definite merit asa proposition, but it hasno validity as a statement of
your circumstances.”

"Oh," Carmody said, and sat back in the chair.

"Strictly speaking," Seethwright went on, "there is no important difference
between imaginary and real events. The opposition you create between them
isentirey verbal. You arenot dreaming any of this, Mr. Carmody; but | mention
that only asa point of incidental information. Even if you weredreaming it all,
you would have to pursue the same course of action.”

"I don't understand all that," Carmody said. "But I'll takeyour word that this
isreal." He hesitated, then said, "But the thing | really don't understand—why
isall of thislikethis?1 mean, the Galactic Center looked alittlelike Radio City,
and Borg the dinosaur didn't talk like any dinosaur, even a talking dinosaur,
ought totalk, and—"

"Please, don't excite yoursdf,” Mr. Seethwright said.

"Sorry," Carmody said.

"You want metotdl you why reality istheway it is," Seethwright said. "But
thereisno explanationfor that. You must smply learn tofit your preconceptions
towhat you find. You must not expect redlity to adapt itself to you, except very
infrequently. 1t can't be helped if things are strange; and it also can't be helped
if things arefamiliar. Am | getting through?”'

"I think so," Carmody said.

"Splendid! You're sure you won't have some tea?"

"No, thank you."

"Then we must see about getting you home," Seethwright said. "Nothing
like the dear old placeto pick up on€'s spirits, eh?"

"Nothing at all!" Carmody said. "Will it be very difficult, Mr.
Seethwright?"

"No, | don't think | would characterizeit as difficult,” Seethwright said. "It
will be complicated, of course, and rigorous, and even somewhat risky. But |
do not consider any of those things to be difficult.”

"What do you consider truly difficult?' Carmody asked.

"Solving quadratic equations,” Seethwright answered at once. "'l Smply cannot
do them, even though I've tried amillion or moretimes. That, sir, isa difficulty!
Now let us proceed to your case.”

"Do you know where Earth is?' Carmody asked.
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— 41 # xortiB, 100 3aCIOKOIOBAIO. A III0JI0 BAIIOTO MPUITYIICHHS, 1110 BCS
BaM HACHHJIOCS... B IbOMY LIOCH €...

— TobT0?

Micrep CiTpaiiT eHepTiiiHO 3aKUBaB Tr'OJI0BOIO.

— SIk mpunyieHHs 1e Mae Oe3nepeyuHi mepeBart, MpoTe siK OLiHKa BaIIoro
CTaHOBHIIA — HE BUTPUMYE KPHUTHKH.

— Ox! —Kapmoni BiIKMHYBCSI Ha CIIMHKY Kpicia.

— Slkmo Oytu TouHNM, —BiB fami CiTpailT, — To MiX YSIBHUMH 1 pealbHUMH
MOJIsIMU 1CTOTHOI BiIMIHHOCTI He icHye. Bame npoTucraBieHHs X — 4YHCTO
TEPMIHOJIOTIYHOTO XapakTepy. 3pelITo, BaM HIY0ro He CHHTHCA, MiCTepe
Kapmoni. Le s 3ragaB noGixHO, 331151 iH(opMaitii. HaBiTe sikio 6 cHuioc,
TO JIATH JoBenocs O Tak camo.

— Hivoro He po3ymiro, — npusHaBcsi Kapmoni. — AJe Bipio BaM Ha CIIOBO,
110 BCE BiIOyBa€eThCs HasBy. — BiH moBaraBcs, rmorim jgonas: — [Ipore ogHOTrO
S HiSIK He MOXKY 30arHyTH: YoMy Bce Take cxoxe? Ceoto ["anaktuunmii LieHTp
cxoxuit Ha Panio-Citi, a muHo3aBp bopr po3MoBIisie He SIK ANHO3aBp, 1 HABITh
HE Tak, SIK MaB OM pO3MOBIIATH 00AapOBaHUI MOBOIO IWHO3aBpi a...

— bynp nacka, He 30ymkyiiTecs!

— Hapyiire.

— Bu xodere, 11100 5 MOSICHUB, YOMY JIIMCHICTh TakKa, SIKOK BOHA €. AJie K Ha
11e He icHye TosicHeHb. [TpocTo it HaBIUTHCS IPUCTOCOBYBATH CBOI YIIEPEHKEHHS
1o HoBuX (akTiB. He criopiBaiiTecs, 0 peaybHICTh MPUCTOCOBYBATUMETHCS JI0
Bac, — KpiM, 3BICHO, PiIKICHUX BUHATKIB. Hi4oro He Bi€ll, KOMU TPAIUIIOTHCS
pedi TMBOBIMKHI. | KoM 3BUYHI —TaKOK HIYOTO HE BIIEIL S 3p03yMiJIO MOSCHIOW?

— Hibu Ttak, — ckazaB Kapmoni.

—Yynoro! Tak BU TEBHI, 1[0 HE XOUYETE Yar0?

— Jlaxyro. He xouy.

— Toni moMipkyemo, siKk BaM JIiCTaTucs JoJoMy, — cka3zaB Citpaiit. — YV
roctsax ao0pe, a BIOMa HalKpalle, Tak?

— 3BicHO, Halikparie, — noroauBcs Kapmoi. — Lle s Bac ayxe Baxko,
micrepe Citpaiit?

—Hi, 5 Tak He cka3aB Ou. CripaBa, 3BU4aiiHO, CKJIaJHA, BUMAra€ TOYHOCTI
1 HaBITh AESIKOrO pU3UKy. [IpoTe Baxkkoro s i He Ha3BaB OH.

— A 10 BY BBa)KaeTe CIIPaB/i BaXKKUM?

— KBanpathi piBHAHHS, — He po3ayMytodH, BiamnoBiB CitpaitT. — Hisk He
MOXKYy HaBUHMTHUCS iX pO3B’ 13yBaTH, X04 i OpaBcs MinbioH pasiB. Ock 1ie, cep,
BaxkKko! A Tenep 10 cripaBH.

— Bu 3naere, xyau nepemictunacs 3emisa? — 3anuta Kapmoyi.
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" "Where poses no problem," Seethwright said. "You have already been to
Where, though it didn't do you much good, since When was so far off the
mark. But now | think we can pin down your particular When without undue
travail. It's the Which which gets tricky."

"Isthat likely to stop us?'

"Not at all," Seethwright said. "Wemust simply sort through and find which
Which you belong in. The process is perfectly straightforward; like shooting
fishin abarrd, asyour peoplewould say."

"I've never tried that,” Carmody said. "Isit really easy?"

"That depends upon thesizeof thefish and thesizeof thebarrd," Seethwright
toldhim. "Itis, for example, nearly effortlessto pot a shark in a bathtub; whereas
it isa considerableundertaking to bring down aminnow in a hogshead. Scaleis
everything. But whichever project is beforeyou, | think you can appreciate its
essential straightforwardness and simplicity.”

"l suppose so," Carmody said. "But it occurs to me that my search for
Which Earth may be straightforward and simple, but may also beimpossibleto
complete due to the interminability of the series of selections.”

"That's not quitetrue but it's very nicdy said,” Seethwright said, beaming.
"Complication is often very useful, you know. It helps to specify and identify
the problem.”

"Wl . .. What happens now?"

"Now we go to work," Seethwright said, rubbing his hands together briskly.
"My staff and | have put together a selection of Which-worlds. We confidently
expect that your world will be one of them. But of course, only you can
determine the right one."

"So | look them over and decide?' Carmody asked.

"Something likethat," Seethwright said. "Actually, you must livethemover.
Then, as soon asyou aresure, signify to us whether we've hit your probability-
world or a variant. If it's your world, that's the end of it. If it's a variant, then
we maove you on to the next Which-world."

"That sounds reasonable enough,” Carmody said. "Arethere alot of these
probability-worlds?'

"An interminable number, as you suspected earlier. But we have every
hope of early success. Unless—"

"Unless what?'

"Unless your predator gets to you first."

"My predator!"

"Heisgtill onyour trail," Mr. Sethwright said. "And asyou know by now, heis
reasonably adept at setting snares. These snares take the form of scenes culled
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—“Kymu"” —ne npobiema, — Bianosis Citpait. —“ Kyau” Bu Bxke gicranucs,
MpaB/a, KOPUCTi 3 TOro Hisikoi, 60 “ Konmn" BUSBHIIOCH 32/1a71€K0 BiJI ITYKaHOTO.
Ane Tenep, ramato, Mu norpanumo y Bame “Konu” 0e3 3alBOro KJOIOTY.
“Korpa” 3emist — och ji¢ 3aKoBHKa!

— I e MOXe MOKJIacTH Kpail CIo/IiBaHHIM?

— Amnickineuku! — 3anepuuB CiTpaidit. — Ham cimin auin mepecopryBaTH
3emuti 1 BUSIBUTH Ty, KOTpa Baina. CripaBa He CKJIa/IHa: BCE OITHO, 110 iICTPEIUTH
puby B Oouli, K ckazanu O y Bac.

— Hikonu He npo0OyBaB, — cka3aB Kapmoni. — Hesske # cripaBni Tak jerko?

— 3anexuTh Bi pudH i Big 604Ky, —mosgcHUB CiTpaiT. — AKy/1y B BaHHI BH
MiICTPENNTE 3pasy, a OCh YK€ MUTBKY B IICTEpHI — CTIpaBa HE 3 JIETKUX. Yce
3aJIeXUTh Bil MaciTaly. Ta Bce sk BU3HAlTe, 0 1 B TOMY 1 B iHIIIOMY BUTIaIKax
MPUHIINT HECKIIQTHHUM 1 TOCTYITHUH.

— Ma0ytsb, Tak, — noroauBcs Kapmoni. — Ta MeHi 31a€ThCs, X04a MOIIYK
“Korpoi” 3emiti B IPUHITUIII HECKJIAIHUN, HA HhOTO MOXKE HE BUCTAUUTH Yacy
4epe3 BEJIMKY KUTbKICTh BapiaHTIB.

— He 30BciMm Tak, ane miaMmiueHO BIy4HO, — CsitouM, cka3aB CitpaiiT. —
CknagHicTh, 3Ha€Te. — OEKONMH iae Ha kopucth. Copusie knacudikamii Ta
ineHTH}iKaii.

— Tak... I mo Tenep?

— Tenep no poboru! — BuryknyB CiTpaiiT, 3aB35TO MOTHPAIOYX JOIOHI. —
Mu 3 Koneramu mixiopanu TyT Jemo i3 cBiTiB. B mymi criogiBaemocst, o Bai
CBIT Ma€e OyTH cepe HuX. Ta BIi3HATH WOro, 3BHYAHHO, MOXKETE TIIbKU BU —
KJTIEHT.

—Orxe, MEHI CIIiJT iX IepenIIHYTH i OLIIHUTH ?

— ock cxoxe Ha Te. HacmpaBni BaM JOBeIeThCsl B HUX yXXHBaTHCS. SIK
TUTBKH BU3HAYUTE, JABAWTE HAM 3HATH, UM 11 Balll IMOBIPHHMIA CBIT, UM Hi. SIKIII0
CBIT Balll, TO HA TOMY W KiHEIlb. SIKIO X IHIIWN, MU TIEPEMICTUMO Bac y
HACTYITHUM.

— Jocuth mMynpo, — ckazaB Kapmopi. — A 0arato y Bac mux iMOBIPHUX
CBITIB?

—BenunuesHna cuna, ik BU i paHile migo3proBand. Ta MU cioiBaeMocst Ha
MIBUKHE YCITIX 3 caMOro nmodatky. Xida Imio...

— o came?

— Xi0a 1o x¥kak 3rpede Bac paHilie.

—Miit xmkak?

— Bin 1 goci e no ciiny, — nosicHuB mictep Citpalit. — I, sk Bu Tenep
3HA€ETE, JOCUTh CIIPUTHO HACTABJISIE BAM MACTKK. Matepial st HUX J00upae
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fromyour own memories. Tarraform scenes,' | supposewecould call them, designed
to lull and deceive you, to convince you to walk unsuspecting into his mouth.”

"Will he interfere with your worlds?' Carmody asked.

"Of course hewill," Seethwright said. "Therés no sanctuary in the searching
process. On the contrary— the better and more informed the search, the more
fraught it iswith dangers. You had asked me earlier about dreams and redlity. Well,
here is your answer. Everything that helps you does so openly. Everything that
seeksto harmyou does so covertly, by theuse of ddusions, disguises, and dreams.”

"lsn't there anything you can do about the predator?' Carmody asked.

"Nothing. Nor would | if | could. Predation is a necessary circumstance.
Even the Gods are eventually eaten by Fate. You will not be an exception to
the universal rule.”

"I thought you'd say something likethat," Carmody said. "But can you give
me any hep at all?Any hints on how the worlds you send meto will differ from
the worlds of the predator?"

"To me the differences are obvious," Seethwright said. "But you and | do
not sharethe same perceptions. You could not make useof my insights, Carmody;
nor 1, of yours. Still, you have managed to eude the predator so far."

"I've been lucky."

"Thereyou are! | have a great deal of skill, but no luck whatsoever. Who
can tell which quality will be most needed in the trials ahead? Not I, sir, and
certainly not you! Therefore be of stout heart, Mr. Carmody. Faint heart ne'er
won fair planet, en? Look over theworlds | send you to, be extremdy cautious
of the predator's scenes of delusion, get out while the getting's good; but do not
be unmanned by fear into passing up your true and rightful world."

"What happens if | do pass it by inadvertently?' Carmody asked.

"Then your search can never end,” Seethwright told him. "Only you can tell
us where you belong. If, for one reason or another, you do not locate your
world among the most likely, then we must continue our search among the
merdy likely, and then theless likdly, and finally theleast likely. The number of
probability-worldsof Earthisnot infinite, of course; but fromyour viewpoint, it
might as well be; you simply do not have enough inherent duration to search
through them all and then begin again.”

"All right," Carmody said doubtfully. "I don't suppose there's any other
way."

"Theré's no other way | can help you," Seethwright said. "And | doubt if
thereis any way at all that would not involve your active participation. But if
you wish, | can make inquiries into aternate galactic location techniques. It
would take a while—"
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3 Bammx crnorafis. Li “3emHodopmHi ciieHn” — s Tak OM iX Ha3BaB — IOBUHHI
Bac MPHCIIATH i 3MyCUTH 0€3KYpHO HTH MPOCTO 10 HHOTO B TAILY.

— | BiH 3'IBIATUMETHCS y BCIX BalllX CBiTax?

— besnepeuyno! — Bianosie CiTpaldT. — AmKe caM MOUIYK HE JacTh BaM
Oe3neyHoro mpuTynky. ba Oinbiie: mo OavKYe MigiiigeMo 10 METH, TO
MiACTYMHIIMM Oyzie XvKak. BH IiKaBHITHCS piI3HUIICIO MK CHOM 1 JIHCHICTIO.
Or Bam i BiamnoBine. Bee nobpe aie BigkpuTo, He Kputodnch. Bee nuxe mifcrymnae
HUIIKOM, IPUKPUBAIOYHCH 1TIO31IMH, MACKaMHU, MPIiSIMH.

— Bu moxere sikoch cTpuMaru xuxkaka? — 3anutaB Kapmori.

— Hiagx. xOu i1 mir, To He B3gBcd 0. XMKALTBO — HEOOXIJHHUI €1eMEHT
icHyBaHHs1. 3pemToro, HaBiTh born He yHuKaroTh cBoei Jomi. Kynu Bxxe Bam
OyTH BUHSTKOM 13 3arajJbHOro npasuial

— 41 3HaB, 110 BU TaK CKa)xeTre. A X04 YUM-HeOy/lb BU MOXKETE JIOTTOMOTTH ?
HartsikHiTs, mpuHaliMHi, YUM BIIPI3HATUMYTHCS CBITH, B sIKi BU MEHE TIOCHIIAETE,
BIJI CBITIB XMKaka?

— BigMinHOCTI JIUIs1 MEHE OYEBHJIHI, Ta YSBJICHHS MPO CBIT Y HAacC 3 BaMU
pi3ui. Hi Bu moimu mornspamu, Hi 8 Bamumu, Kapmoni, HE 3MOXeMO
ckopucratucs. Jlo pedi, BaM e JIOCi BIaBaJiOCs BUCIU3aTH BiJ XFMIKaKa.

— [MacTuio.

— Ot Gaunte! MeHi or MaiicTepHOCTI He [TO3MYaTH, a X04 OU pa3 MOIACTHIIO.
XT0 cKaxe, 10 BaM HaliOiTbIe TPUIacThCs B MaiOyTHIX BUIpoOyBaHHAX ? He 11,
cep, 1, 3BicHO, He Bu! Tomy KpimiTh cBili ayX, Mictepe Kapmoni. Criabkomyxi rianer
He 37100yBatoTh! [IpaBna? BusuatiTe cBiTH, B SIKi 51 BaC MOCHJIA0, OCTEpiraiTecs
XIDKAKOBUIX LTFO3iH, BUCIIM3AITE, BUXOIBTE CyXHM 13 BOII 1 HE IIPOTABTE 3 MEPEIISIKY
CBOTO CIIPABKHBOTO 1 HAIGKHOTO BaM CBITY.

— A SKIIO s IPOTaBIio HOro HEHAPOKOM?

— Toxai momyxk TpuBatuMe BidHO. TiTbKH BU 3MOXKETE BII3HATH CBil
CBIT. SIKIIO Tak 4YM iHAKIIE BU HE BIJIIyKaeTe CBii CBIT cepen
HaWiMOBIpHIIMIUX, TOJI HaM JOBEACTHCS IIYKAaTH cepeJ MPOCTO
WMOBIpHHMX, BiJITaK CepeJ MEHII IMOBIPHHX 1 HapeumTi cepen
HaliHelMoBipHimMuUX. KilbKiCTh MOXJIMBHUX CBITIB HEe OC3KOHEYHA,
OoJlHaue y Bac NPOCTO XUTTA HE BHCTAYHUTh MEPETIASHYTH iX yci #
po3moYaTu 3HOBY.

— lapasn, — HeneBHuM ronocom ckazaB Kapmomi. — MaOyTh, iHIIOrO
croco0y HeMmae.

— Tak, iHmoro crnocoOy JOMOMOITH BaM HE iICHYE€, 1 CyMHiBarocs, 100
MokHa Oyio oOiiiTucs 0e3 Balioi akTUBHOI criBy4acTi. SIkmio Oaxaere,
MOy 3pOOHTH 3alHT PO iHIII METO/i FaJaKTUYHOTO MOIIYKY KOOpAHHAT.
Lle 3abepe TpoxH...
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"I don't think | have awhile," Carmody said. "I think my predator is not far
behind me. Mr. Seethwright, please send me to the probability-earths, and also
accept my gratitude for your patience and interest.”

"Thank you," Seethwright said, obviously pleased. "Let us hope that the
very first world will be the one you are seeking.”

Seethwright pressed a button on his desk. Nothing happened until
Carmody blinked. Then things happened very quickly indeed, for Carmody
unblinked and saw that he was smack dab on Earth. Or on a reasonable
facsimile thereof.

PART IV
WHICH ISEARTH?

Chapter 22

Carmody was standing on a neatly trimmed plain, beneath a blue sky,
with a golden-yellow sun overhead. He looked around slowly. Half a mile
ahead of him he saw a small city. This city was.not constructed in the
common manner of an American city—with outliers of gas stations, tentacles
of hotdog stands, fringe of motels, and a protective shell of junkyards; but
rather, as some Italian hill towns are fashioned, and some Swiss villages
as well, suddenly rising and brusquely ending, without physical preamble
or explanation, the main body of the town presenting itself all at once and
without amelioration.

Despiteitsforeignlook, Carmody fdt surethat hewaslooking at anAmerican
city. So he advanced upon it, slowly and with heightened senses, prepared to
flee if anything was amiss.

All seemed in order, however. The city had a warm and open look; its
streets were laid out generously, and there was a frankness about the wide bay
windows of its store fronts. As he penetrated deeper, Carmody found other
ddights, for just within the city he entered a piazza, just like a Roman piazza,
although much smaller; and in the middle of the piazza there was a fountain,
and standing in the fountain was the marble representation of a boy with a
dolphin, and from the dolphin's mouth a stream of clear water issued.

"I do hope you like it," a voice said from behind Carmody's |left
shoulder.

Carmody did not jump with alarm. He did not even whirl around. He had
become accustomed to voices speaking from behind his back. Sometimesit seemed
to him that a great many things in the galaxy liked to approach him that way.
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— Borock, 110 115010 “Tpoxu” B MeHe oOMaib, — ckazaB Kapmopi. — Ta i xekak,
rajiaro, BKe iech Heronanik. Micrepe Cirpaidt, Bicunaiite Mere, Oy/ib Jiacka, B IMOBIpHi
CBITH, 1 IPUIMITH MOFO LIMPY MOJISKY 32 BaIlly TypOOTY i TepIeHBICTb.

— Hakyro, — BignoBiB CiTpaliT 3 BUANMHM 3aJ0BOJeHHsIM. — Byaemo
CIOJIIBATHUCS, 110 HAUTIEPIIHI CBIT BUSIBUTHCS THM, KOTPHI B IIYKAETE.

CitpaiiT HaTUC KHONIKY B cebe Ha KoHTopui. Hidoro He cranocs, MOKH
Kapmoni He 3axorinocs kininHytd. [loriM yce BiOymocs 3 HEHMOBIPHOIO
MIBUKICTIO, 00 MOKH 04l PO3IUTIOIIMIIKCS, BiH BiYyB, SIK MiJOIIBH 3JIerKa
BIapHIINCh 00 3emitio. AGO k 00 IOCh, AyXe MoAioHe 10 Hei.

YACTHHA |V
KOTPA?

Po3zoin 22

Kapmogi crosiB Ha oxalfHO BIOPSIKOBaHIH piBHUHI, il CHHIM HEOOM, HaJl
TOJIOBOIO CSISIJIO 30JI0TE COHEUKO. BiH HEKBamHO OIVISIHYB yce HaBKpyrH. 3a
MIBMUJII TIepet COO00 TTO0AYHB HEBEITUYKE MICTO, SIKE HE CKUAJIOCS Ha 3BUYHI
aMEepUKaHCHKi MicTa 3 OEH3MHOBUMH 3aIpaBKaMH Ha MIJCTYMAX, 13 IYAIBISIMH
cap/eNbKOBHUX SITOK, MOTEIBHOIO OOJIIMIBKOIO 1 TAHITMPEM OPYXTOBHX 3BAITHILL.
Ckopillle BOHO Maji0 BUIJISAJ ITATIHCHKOTO MEPEATipHOro MicTeduka abo ik
HmBEHIIapCchKOro cena. HecrnomiBaHo MOYMHAIOCh 1 Pi3K0 00pHBaJIOCh, 0€3
MaTepialbHOro BCTYIy M MOSCHEHb — MICTO MOKa3yBajio ceOe 3pa3y, He
BJIAFOUHCH 10 YKOJJHHUX MIPHKPAC.

HesBaxkatoun Ha iHO3eMHMIA BUTIISIT MicTa, KapMosi OyB 1eBeH, 1110 BOHO
aMepHKaHCbKe. TOMy MOBUIFHO W HACTOPOXKEHO PYIIMB JI0 HHOTO, TOTOBHIA
JpeMEHYTH, KOJH IIOCh BUSIBUTHCS HErapasa.

Ta Bce Oyno HiOU B TopsaKy. MicTo Ha BUIIIsA OyJi0 MPUBITHE i BIAKPUTE,
BYJIHIII TPOKJIAEHI 3 pO3MaxoM, a MIUPOKi BITPUHU KPaMHUIIb CBITHIIUCS
BizBepTicTio. Kapmonai 3armubuBcs y kBapTaiu i moOavymB iHINI MPUHAIH,
00 ojpa3y >k BHHIIIOB Ha CEPEAMICTS, HY YHCTO MaiijaH y Puwmi, nume
TPOXY MEHIIUH; IOcepe] MaliIaHy CTOSB BOJOIpail, B HbOMY MapMypOBUA
XJIOMYUK 3 AeTb(iHOM, a 3 IeNb(piHOBOT MaIlli JIUBCS CTPYMiHb KPUILITAJIEBO
YUCTOI BOOH.

— CnoiBatocs, 1110 BaM 10100a€ThCs, — MMOYYBCSI TOJIOC 3-3a JIIBOTO Ijieya
Kapmopi.

Kapmoni He mizckounB 3 mepensiky. BiH HaBiTh He KpyTHYBcs Hazan. Jo
TOJIOCIB 3-3a CIIMHHM BiH ke 3BHK. YacoM HoMy CIiaiao Ha JIyMKY, 1110 0arato
yoro B ["amakruui Jr00UTh HAOIMIKATHUCS 1O HBOI'O CaMeE TaK.
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"It's very nice," Carmody said.

"I constructed it and put it there mysdf,” the voice said. "It seemed to me
that a fountain, despite the antiquity of the concept, is esthetically functional.
And this piazza, with its benches and shady chestnut trees, is copied from a
Bolognese modd. Again, | did not inhibit mysdf with the fear of being old-
fashioned. Thetrue artist, it seems to me, uses what he finds necessary, beit a
thousand years old or one second new."

"| applaud your sentiment,” Carmody said. "Permit meto introduce mysdlf.
| am Thomas Carmody."

Heturned, smiling, his hand outstretched. But there was no one behind his
left shoulder, or behind hisright shoulder, either. Therewas no oneinthe piazza,
nobody at all insight.

"Forgive me" the voice said. "l didn't mean to startle you. | thought you
knew."

"Knew what?' Carmody asked.

"Knew about me."

"Wl, | dont," Carmody said. "Who are you and where are you spesking from?”

"I am the voice of the city," the voice said. "Or to put it another way, | am
thecity itsdlf, the veritable city, speaking to you."

"Isthat afact?' Carmody said sardonically. "Yes," he answered himsdf, "I
supposeit isafact. So al right, you'rea city. Big deal!”

Thefact was, Carmody was annoyed. He had encountered too many entities
of great magnitude and miraculous power. He had been one-upped from one
end of thegalaxy to the other. Forces, creations and personifications had jumped
out at him without cessation, causing him time and time again to lose his cool.
Carmody was a reasonable man; he knew there was an interstellar pecking
order, and that humans did not rate very high on it. But he was also a proud
man. He believed that a man stood for something, if only for himsdf. A man
couldn't very well go around all the time saying "Oh!" and "Ah!" and "Bless
my soul!" to the various inhuman entities that surrounded him; he couldn't do
that and keep any sdf-respect. Carmody cared more than alittle for his self-
respect. It was, at this point, one of the few things he still possessed.

Therefore, Carmody turned away from the fountain and strolled across the
piazza like a man who conversed with cities every day of hislife, and who was
slightly bored with the whole thing. He walked down various streets and up
certain avenues. He glanced into store windows and noted the size of houses.
He paused in front of statuary, but only briefly.

"WdI?' the city said after a while.

"Wdl what?' Carmody answered instantly.
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— Jlyxe muto, — Binnosie Kapmoyi.

— 4 cam OymayBaB Horo i po3MicTHB came TyT, — CKa3aB rojioc. — MeHi
3JIA€THCS, M0 TIOIPH CBOKO AaHTUYHICTh, BOJIOTPal €CTETUYHO MOBHOLIHHUHN. A
3a MOJENb JUIS CEpeAMICTS 3 JaBKaMU W TIHUCTUMH KallTaHaMHu MpaBHJia
mioma B bononsi. ToOTo s He OosiBCs 31aBaTHCS CTAPOMOAHUM. JloTprMyrocs
JTYMKH, 110 CIIPaBXHiH XyI0’KHUK BUKOPUCTOBYE BCE, 110 BBAXKAE TTOTPIOHUM, —
Oaligyxe, Y1 BOHO iCHY€E BXKE THCSUY POKiB, UM IOHHO CTBOPEHE.

— Bignaro HanexxHe BamomMy cMakoBi. Jl03BOJIBTE BIJIPEKOMEHIYBaTHUC:
Tomac Kapmoni.

Bin o0epHyBCs, TOAar0uu pyKy i ycMixarounchk. Ta Hi 3a JIiBUM, Hi 32 TIPaBUM
riedeM He Oyno Hikoro. Hi nymni Ha mickkoMy MaiaaHi, Hi AyIi, KyAd OKOM
KHUHb.

— Hapyiite, — o3BaBcsi ronoc. — S He MaB HaMmipy Bac 30eHTeXHUTH. S
rajiaB, 0 BY 3HAIH.

— o 3naB? — 3anutaB Kapmoni.

— 3Hanu Ipo MeHe.

— He maB vecTi. XTO BH 1 3BiIKM BU TOBOpHTE?

— S — ronmoc micra, — ckazaB romoc. — ToOTo 51 1 € MiCTO, TOCTeMEHHE
MICTO, i BOHO PO3MOBIISIE 3 BAMH.

— A Take OyBae?— capoHiuHe nolikaBuBcs Kapmoi. — ABxkex, — BiIIOBIB
BiH caM c00i. — ['amato, mo Oysae. OTxe, Bu Micto. [Togymaem!

Piu y tim, mo Kapmoni Bxxe Bce octorugio. Hanro 6arato peansHoCTEH
HENOMipHOI Beudi i JMBOBIKHOI CHJIM TPAILIANOCS Ha iforo muisxy. Moro
KUa10 3 OAHOro KiHig ["anakTuku B iHmwmi. Cuiiu, TBOPIHHS Ta ICTOTH
Oe3nepecTaHKy BUTYIbKYBajJM MEpe] HUM 1 pa3 Mo pa3 BUOWUBAIM 3
piBHOBaru. Sk mioguHa po3BaxkiauBa, KapMmoai 3HaB, mo icHye CBii
MDK30PSIHHH TaOelb PO paHTH 1 TIOJMHA [TOCIIa€ B HBOMY HE Ty’Ke BUCOKE
cranoBuule. Ta Kapmoni OyB He 06e3 roHopy. BiH BipuB, 110 It0guHA BXKE
cama 1o cobi yoroch Bapra. He mMoxe *k JI0JMHA TUIBKH BHTPIIATUCH,
0XaTH, axaTu 1 BUTYKyBaTH “boxxe mumii!” mepen ycsiKUM HETIOACHKUM
nuBoM. Tak poOUTH — 03HAaYa€ HEe MaTH T1IHOCTI. A nipo rigHicTe Kapmosi
noaB. Bona Oyina TuM, 4oro BiH 1€ i JOCi HE BTpPaTUB.

Tomy Kapmozi oGepHYBCsI CHMHOIO 0 BOAOTPAIO 1 3aKpOKyBaB depes
MaliJjaH, MOB JIIOJIMHA, sIKa IIOJHS PO3MOBIISE 3 MICTaMU 1 SIKiil BCE 1€ BXKE
TPOXH HacKydmio. [IpoiioBes BynmuisiMu, nmporyisscs OyiapBapamu. Kunas
MOIISZIOM Y BITPUHH KPaMHUIIb, OLIIHIOBAB BHCOTY OyTMHKIB. 3yITUHSBCS MEPest
CKYABITYpPaMH, ajie MUMOXifb.

— Hy i sx? — TpoXu 3roJjoM 3aMUTaio MicTo.

— o — ny ax? — oxapasy x BinnosiB Kapmopi.
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"What do you think of me?'

"You're OK," Carmody said.

"Only OK?'

"Look," Carmody said, "acity isacity. When you've seen one, you've pretty
much seen them all.”

"That's untrue!" the city said, with some show of pique. "l am distinctly
different from other cities. | am unique.”

"Are you indeed?' Carmody said scornfully. "To me you look like a
conglomeration of badly assembled parts. You've got an Italian piazza, a
couple Greek-type statues, a row of Tudor houses, an old-style New York
tenement, a California hot-dog stand shaped like a tugboat, and God knows
what else. What's so unique about that?"

"Thecombination of thoseformsinto ameaningful entity isunique,” thecity
said. "l present variety within a framework of inner consistency. These older
forms are not anachronisms, you understand; they are representative styles of
living and as such are appropriate in a wel-wrought machine for living."

"That's your opinion," Carmody said. "Do you have a name, by the way?"

"Of course the city said. "My name is Bdlwether. | am an incorporated
township in the State of New Jersey. Would you care to have some coffee and
perhaps a sandwich or some fresh fruit?'

"The coffee sounds good," Carmody said. He allowed the voice of
Bellwether to guide him around the corner to an open-air cafe. The cafe
was called "O You Kid" and was a replica of a Gay Nineties saloon, right
down to the Tiffany lamps and the cut-glass chandelier and the player
piano. Like everything else that Carmody had seen in the city, it was
spotlessly clean, but without people.

"Nice atmosphere, don't you think?' Bellwether asked.

"Campy," Carmody pronounced. "OK if you likethat sort of thing." A foaming
mug of cappuccino was lowered to his table on a stainless-sted tray. "But at
least the service is good," Carmody added. He sipped the coffee.

"Good?" Bellwether asked.

"Yes, very good."

"| rather pride mysdf on my coffeg," Belwether said quietly. "And on my
cooking. Wouldn't you likealittle something? An omelette, perhaps, or asouffle?!

"Nothing," Carmody said firmly. He leaned back in his chair and said, "So
you'reamodd city, huh?"

"Yes, that is what | have the honor to be," Bdlwether said. "I am the most
recent of all mode cities and, | believe, the most satisfactory. | was conceived
by a joint study group from Yale and the University of Chicago, who were
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— Skoi BU mpo MeHe TyMKu?

— Tu B opsaKy.

— Jlume Tax?

— Cnyxaii, — cka3aB Kapmoni, — micto — e micto. [ToOyBaB y oqHomy —
BBajKai, 1110 3HAEII YCi.

— Hemnpagna! — BUrykHyso oopaxeHe MicTo. — 5 MOMIiTHO BiJJpi3HSFOCS BiJ
iHmwmx. S yHikajgbHe.

— Cnpasai? — rny3nuBo 3anutaB Kapmoni. — Meni tu 37aemics
KOHIJIOMEPATOM TIOTaHo ImiiiopaHux yacTuH. [Tanilickka 1o, mapa HiouTo
IpeUbKUX CKYJABNTYp, KiJIbka OyauHKiB jg00u TrmopiB, HbHO-HOPKCHKI
0araTOKBapTUPKH BIKHIIOTO CTHIIIO, KaTi()OpHINChKa ATKa 3 capAenbKaMu,
3po0iena iy Oykcup, i 603Ha-mo aaii. Lo Tyt yHikanpHOro?

— YHikanpHa KoMOiHamis qux (GopM y 3HaUYILy €IHICTh, — CKa3aJI0 MICTO.
— S — pi3HOMaHITHICTh Y paMKax BHYTPILIHBOI mociioBHOCTI. CTapoXUTHI
(dhopMu He aHAXPOHI3M, po3yMieTe? BoHM MpeIcTaBIsSIOTh Pi3HI CTHII KUTTS 1
SIK TaKi BIIUCYIOTHCS B 100pE CTNIAHOBAaHUI MEXaHi3M iCHYBaHHSI.

— e v Takoi qymku, — ckazaB Kapmomi. — J{o peui, y Tebe € Ha3pa?

— 3BicHO, — BimnmoBUIO MicTo. — Mosi Ha3Ba — benbBerrep. Mato craTyc
noBHoOMpaBHOro Micra mraty Hero-Jlxepci. Bu He Oaxkaere kaBu, a MOXe,
CEHIBIY UM CBIKUX (QPYKTIB?

— Kagwu Oyno 6 Henorano, — noroxuscsi Kapmori.

Bin no3BonuB romocosi benbBertepa mpoBecTH cebe 3a pir y BiIKpPUTY
kaB' sipHt0. Kar'sipus HazuBanacs “Ko3eHsarko” i HarayBana 3aizn Becenux I
JIeB’ SHOCTHX POKIB, ie He 3a0ynu Hi paiayxuux nami Tiddani, Hi kanaensOpis
31 CKJISIHUMH JJApMOBHMCAaMHM, Hi MEXaHIYHOro miaHiHO. Sk i Bce, mobavyeHe B
MICTI, KaB' sspHsi Oynia Oe370raHHO MpuOpaHa, mpore Oe3IrIHA.

— [Ipuemna atmocdepa, He npaBaa? — 3anutaB benbBerTep.

— banaran, —3mopuws Hoca Kapmoi. — Asie sikiiio To01 1o Brioyoou... — Ha
CTLJI OMYCTHIIACS HEIpyKaBitoua Tl 3 YaIIKOK TAPKOI MIITHIOIIOT KABU 3 MOJIOKOM.
— OOcyroByroTh IpUHAKMMHI 100pe, — nonaB Kapmomi. CbopOHYB KaBH.

— Cmauna? — 3anutaB benbBerTep.

— Jyxe, nyxe cMadyHa.

— 51 Taku MUIIArOCS CBOEIO KaBOIO, — CIIOKiiTHO MpoMoBHB benbBertep. — A
e KyxHero. Moxe, xouere mie 4oroch? Omiier abo cydue?

— Hiuoro, — pimryue BimmoBuBcst Kapmopni. Bin BigxunuBcs Ha CIIUHKY
CTUIBIA 1 3aruTaB: — OTXKe, TH — 3pa3KOBE MICTO, TaK?

— Tax, mato uyectTb HUM OyTH, — BinnoBiB benbBerTep. — 5 — HaliHOBITHIIIE
13 3pa3KOBUX MICT 1, 3IA€ThCS, HaliToCKOHaTIIIEe. MO0 KOHIICIIIiI0 pOo3po0uIia
crIinbHA JoCHimHMIBKA rpyna Membehkoro Ta Uikarchkoro yHiBepCHTETIB y
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working on a Rockefe ler fellowship. Most of my practical detailswere devised
by M.I.T., athough some special sections of me came from Princeton and
from the RAND Corporation. My actual construction was a General Electric
project, and the money was procured by grants from the Ford Foundation, as
well as several other institutions | am not at liberty to mention.”

"Interesting sort of history," Carmody said, with unbearable nonchalance.
"That's a Gothic cathedral across the stredt, isn't it?"

"Yes, completely Gothic," said Bellwether. "Also, interdenominational
and open to all faiths, with a designed seating capacity for three hundred
people.”

"That doesn't seem like much for a building that size."

"It'snot, of course. But my ideawasto combine awesomeness with coziness.
Many peopleliked it."

"Where are the people, by the way?' Carmody asked. "l haven't seen any.”

"They haveleft," Bdlwether said mournfully. "They have al departed.”

"Why?' Carmody asked.

Bdlwether was silent for a while, then said, "There was a breakdown in
city-community relations. A misunderstanding, reglly; or perhaps | should say,
an unfortunate series of misunderstandings. | suspect that rabble-rousers played
a part in the exodus."

"But what happened, precisdy?'

"I don't know," Bellwether said. "I really don't know. One day they simply
al left. Just like that! But I'm sure they'll be back."

"I wonder," Carmody said.

"I am convinced of it," Bellwether said. "But for the nonce, why don't you
stay here, Mr. Carmody?'

"Me?| really don't think—"

"You appear to be travel-weary," Belwether said. "I'm sure the rest would
do you good."

"I have been on the move a lot recently,” Carmody admitted.

"Who knows, you might find that you liked it here," Bellwether said. "Andin
any event, you would have the unique experience of having the most modern,
up-to-date city in the world at your service."

"That does sound interesting,” Carmody said. "I'll haveto think about it."

He was intrigued by the city of Bellwether. But he was also apprehensive.
He wished he knew exactly what had happened to the city's occupants.
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cniBpoOiTHUITBI 3 ¢onaoM Pokdemnepa. BinpmiicTs MOiX KOHCTPYKIIiit
CIpOeKTyBaB MaccadyceTrchbKui TEXHOJNOTIYHUH IHCTUTYT, X0oua JesKi
crenianbHi npobnemu gochimkysanu B [IpiHcToni Ta B koprnopauii PAH/I.
ByniBauntBo Bena Jxenepan Enexrpuk, a GpiHaHcyBaHHS 3a0e311eunB (OH/T
Dopa pa3oM 3 ASIKUMH iHILIMMH OpraHi3allisiM{, HA3UBATH sIKi 51 HE MalO IPaBa.

—3abaBHEHbKa icTopid, — cka3aB KapMosi HecTepHO Oai Iy>KUM TOJI0COM.
— A Tam uepe3 BYJIHIIO 1110, TOTUYHUI cO00p?

— Tak, abconroTHO roTH4HUH, — BianoBiB bensBertep. — Jlo Toro x
MbKKOH(DeCIHHMH 1 BINKPUTHH YCSKiH Bipi, 3aIpOSKTOBAaHUH Ha TPHCTA CHIITIMX
MICIb.

— Sk Ha OymiBIIIO TAKOro PO3Mipy — HebaraTo.

—Hebararo, 38u4aiino. Ajie Mos i1es1 ITOArae B MOEAHAHH] CBATOOJIMBOCTI
Ta 3aTHLIKY. baratbom momoGaeThesl.

— o peui, a ne x moaun? — 3anutaB Kapmoni. — S Hikoro me He 6auuB.

— Buixanu, — cymoBuTo nosinmomuB bensBertep. — Bei nepedpanucs.

— Yomy?

BenbBerrep XBUIIbKY IIOMOBYAB, a MOTIM BiJIlIOBIB:

— Usapu cepen rpomaasH. Henmopo3yminHs 4, 51 cka3aB OH, daTtaabHHMA
psia Henopo3yMiHb. [1ino3proro, 1m0 Kibka 6anaMyTiB Mia0ypHUiIH MEIIKaHIIiB
JI0 MacOBOI'O BUi3LYy.

— A 1110, 3pemTor, cTajsocs?

— He 3naro, — npusnaBcs benbBertep. — CinoBo uecTi, He 3Ha0. OgHOTO
JTHS BC1 TPOCTO BUiXainu. 3HiueB' s1! AJie s eBeH, 1110 BOHU TTOBEPHYTHCS.

— CymHiBatocs.

— A s nepexonanwmii. Jlo peui, micrepe Kapmoni, yomy 6 Bam TyT He
OCeNUTHUCS?

— Meni? Bu 3Hacre, SKOCb...

— Bu Hauye BromMmnucs Big maHapiB. S meBeH, IO BaM HE 3aBaJHTh
BIATIOYUTH.

— OcraHHIM YacoM 5 TaKu CHpaBAi 340pOXKHUBCS, — BigzHaunB Kapmoyi.

— XT0 3Hae, MOXe, BaM TyT cnonobaeTbes, — ckazaB benbBerTep. —
[MpunaiiMui Bu Manu O YHIKaTbHY MOXJIMBICT KOPUCTYBATHCS MOCITYTaMu
HaWCy4acHIIIOro, HalIOCKOHAJIIIIIOTO MiCTa Y CBITI.

— Ile, MmaOyTh, 1ikaBO, — cka3zaB Kapmomni. — S mie nogymaro.

Micto benbBertep Horo 3aiHTpuryBano. OHave BHHUKIN i AesIKi TOOOIOBAHHS.
Momy XoTinocst 6 TOYHO 3HATH, IO CTANOCH 3 MELIKAHISIME MiCTa.
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At bdlwether'sing stence, Carmody went to slegp that night in the sumptuous
bridal suite of the King George V Hotd. He awoke in the morning refreshed
and grateful. He had been in great need of a cessation of consciousness.

Bellwether served him breakfast on theterrace and played a brisk Haydn
guartet while Carmody ate. The air was delicious; if Bellwether hadn't
told him, Carmody would never have guessed it was filtered. The
temperature and humidity were also exquisitely satisfactory. In front of
the terrace was a splendid view of Bellwether's western quarter—a
pleasing jumble of Chinese pagodas, Venetian footbridges, Japanese canals,
agreen hill, a Corinthian temple, a parking lot, a Norman tower, and much
else besides.

"You have a splendid view," hetold the city.

"I'm so glad you appreciate it," Bellwether replied. "Style was a problem
that was argued from various positions from the day of my inception. One
group held for consistency: a harmonious group of shapes blending into a
harmonious whole. But that had been tried before. Quite a few modd cities
arelike that. They are uniformly dull, artificial entities created by one man or
one committee, unlikereal cities."

"You're sort of artificial yoursdf, aren't you?' Carmody asked.

"Of course! But | do not pretend to be anything ese. | am not afake 'city of
the future or a mock-Florentine bastard. | am a conglomerate entity. | am
supposed to be interesting and stimulating, as wel as being functional and
practical."

"Bélwether, to meyou look OK," Carmody said. "Do all modd cities talk
likeyou?'

"No," Bdlwether said. "Most cities up to now, modd or otherwise, have
never said aword. But their occupants didn't likeit. They didn't like a city that
did things without saying aword. The city seemed too huge, too masterful, too
soulless. That is why | was created with an artificial consciousness.”

"l see," Carmody said.

"l wonder if you do. Theartificial consciousness personalizes me, whichis
very important in an age of depersonalization. It enables me to be truly
responsive. It permits me to be creative in my reactions to the demands of my
occupants. We can reason with each other, my occupants and |. By carrying
on anincessant and meaningful dial ogue, we can help each other inthe creation
of a truly viable urban environment. We can modify each other without any
significant loss of individuality."
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[MoctynuBmmce HanonsraHHsM benbBertepa, Kapmoni nmepecniaB Hiu y
pO3KimHOMY HOMepi it MononsaT roremto “Kopons ['eopr V”. Ypanmi Bin
IPOKMHYBCS 6a/1b0pHii i Basunuit. Moro ronosi tak GpakyBaso nepenoynHxy!

Cuinanok benbBertep mopas Ha Tepaci, a moku Kapmoi iB, TpaB it HbOTO
*BaBuii kBapteT ["aliqHa. CBixe MOBITPs OaabopuiIo, i, skOu benbpBerTep He
cka3aB, Kapmoni i He 310rafaBcs 0, 1110 BOHO KoHAMIIIOHOBaHe. TemiiepaTypa
i BoyoricTh OyJTM HAIPOUYA ONTUMAINBHI. 3 TepacH BiIKPUBABCS UyI0BHI BU]I
Ha 3axiTHui kBapTan benbpBerTepa — MpreMHa MilIaHMHA KUTAHCHKUX MArof,
BEHEI[IaHCHKUX MICTOUKIB, SITOHCHKUX KaHAJIIB, 3€JICHOTO maropda, xpama 3
KOpiH(CHKUMH KOJIOHAMH, aBTOMOOUTHLHOT CTOSTHKH, HOPMaHCBKO1 BEXKi Ta KyITH
IHIIHUX CIIOPY.

— Tu npekpacHO BUMIISAIAENI, — CKAa3aB BiH MICTOBI.

— Payuii, mo Bam cniomo6anocs, — BianosiB benbBerrep. — CTHIIb BUKIMKAB
CYIIEPEUKH 1 00TOBOPEHHS 3 PI3HUX MO3UIIIH, ITIe SIK TUTbKU MeHe 3acHyBaiu. OJHi
BIJICTOIOBAJIM €IHICTB CTUITIO: TAPMOHIiHA rpyra (hOpM BIJIMBA€THCS B TAPMOHIKHE
uie. OnHave, Take Bxe Oyino panirie. Hemaro 3pa3koBux MicT 30y10BaHO caMe
TakK. OTHOMaHITHICTB MOPOKYBaIa HyABT'Y, BIIJAJIa B OKO IITYYHICTh, CTBOPEHA
OIIHI€IO JTIOMHOIO 200 OTHAM KOMITETOM, MicTa Oy/IM Haue HECTIPaBKHi.

— Jlo mesikoi Mipu TH TeX MITY4HE MicTo, re? — 3anutas Kapmoyi.

— Atox! A s 1 He peTeHayr0 Ha och iHme. S He migpoOKa mijg “ MicTo
MaiiOyTHBOr0” 1 He (hopeHTiiichkuii OaiicTprok. S — cykymHa enHicTh. Bin
MeEHE 4YeKalld, 110 S He TUIbKM CTaHy LIKaBUM 1 HaJuxaTuMy, a mie ¥ Oyay
¢dyHKIIOHATBHE i IPAaKTHYHE.

— benbBertepe, sk Ha MeHe, TO TH HIBpOKY, — cka3aB Kapmomi. — A iHmi
3pa3koBi MicTa TEX PO3MOBIISIOTH?

—He Bci. biplicts MicT, 3pa3koBi UM Hi, 111e JOHWHI HE CKa3aJIi CBOTO CIIOBA,
iXHIM MeILKaHIISM 1€ He [0 BIIo00u. IM He Mo106a€eThest MICTO, 110 6e3CI0BECHO
BUKOHYE CBOT 000B’ si3kH. Take MICTO CITpaBJisie BpaXKEeHHs HaJITO BEJIMKOTO, HAJITO
BIAAHOrO 1 6e3mymHoro. Came ToMy MeHi i HaJalli IITYYHUH HTENEKT.

— Posywmito...

—Tanato, He mo kinng. [LITyynwnii iHTENEKT POOUTH MEHE OCOOUCTICTIO, IO
BKpaii BaXJIMBO B 7100y 3arajbHOIO HiBeTFOBaHHSL. BiH J103BOJISIE MEH1 BUSBIISATH
CHPaBXKHIO TYpOOTY i TBOPYHMIA IMiXi/1 y 3aI0BOJICHHI ITOTPEO MOIX MEIIKAHIIIB.
Mu, Mol MeIIKaHIli 1 5, MAEMO MOXJIUBICTh JOMOBISTHCS. besnepepBHO i
MOBHOIIHHO CIJIKYFOYMCh, MH JIOTIOMaraeMo OfiHe OJIHOMY CTBOPIOBATH CIIPaBIIi
npunaTtHe IS KUTTA ypOaHicTHYHE cepenoBuile. MU B3aeMHO
BIIOCKOHAJIIOEMOCS, HE BTPadalouu CBOET IHANBITyalbHOCTI.
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"It sounds fine," Carmody said. "Except, of course, that you don't have
anyone here to carry on a dialogue with."

"That is the only flaw in the scheme," Bellwether admitted. "But for the
present, | have you."

"Yes, you have me" Carmody said, and wondered why the words rang
unpleasantly on his ear.

"And, naturally, you haveme," Bellwether said. "It'sareciprocal relationship,
which is the only kind worth having. But now, my dear Carmody, suppose |
show you around mysdlf. Then we can get you settled in and regularized.”

"And what?"'

"I didn't mean it the way it sounded,” Bellwether said. "It smply is an
unfortunate scientific expression. But you understand, I'm sure, that areciprocal
relationship necessitates obligations on the part of both involved parties. It
couldn't very wdl be otherwise, could it?"

"Not unless it was a laissez-faire rdationship.”

"Were trying to get away from all that," Bellwether said. "Laissez-faire
becomes a doctrine of the emotions, you know, and leads nonstop to anomie..
If you will just comethisway ..."

Carmody went where hewas told and beheld the excellencies of Bellwether.
Hetoured the power plant, the water-filtration system, theindustrial park, and
the light-industries section. He saw the children's park and the Odd Fellows
Hall. He walked through a museum and an art gallery, a concert hall and a
theater, and a bowling alley, a billiards parlor, a Go-Kart track, and a movie
theater. He became tired and footsore and wanted to stop. But Bellwether
insisted upon showing itself off, and Carmody had to look at the five-story
American Express building, the Portuguese synagogue, the statue of
Buckminster Fuller, the Greyhound Bus Station, and several other attractions.

At last it was over. Carmody concluded that the wonders of the modd city
were no better and no worse than the wonders of the galaxy. Beauty was
really in the eye of the beholder, except for a small part that was in his feet.

"A little lunch now?' Belwether asked.

"Fineg," Carmody said.

He was guided to the fashionable Rochambeau Cafe, where he began with
potage aux petits pois and ended with petits fours.

"What about a nice gruyere to finish it off?' Bellwether asked.

"No, thanks," Carmody said. "I'm full. I'm too full, as a matter of

fact."
"But cheeseisn't filling. A nice Camembert?’
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—3ByunTh NpuBabINBO, — ckazaB Kapmozi. — OT TiTbKu Opakye napTHEpiB
JUTSL CTILTKYBaHHS.

— e eanHa KOHCTPYKTUBHA BaJia, — BU3HaB benbBerTep, — mpoTe Hapasi s
Malo Bac.

— Tak, Tu Maem mene, — moBTopuB Kapmoni ¥ 3quByBaBcs, 110 IIi CIOBA
HEIPHUEMHO BPA3WIH 0T CIIyX.

— 1, npupoaHo, BH MaeTe MeHe, — cka3aB benbBerTep. | 1l B3aeMuHM He
MOPIBHSIENI Hi 3 IKUMU IHIIUMU. A Tenep, Miit goporuii Kapmoni, mo3Boinbre st
MOBEly Bac Ha CBOI ONISAMHU. A MOTIM MU Bac TOCETUMO i YHOPMYEMO.

— I mo?

— e 30BciM He Tak, SIK BOHO CpuiiMaeThes Ha ciyx. [Ipocto HeBmanmii
HAYKOBHH TepMiH. AJie 30arHiTh, st IeBeH, 10 OyIb-Ki B3AEMHHU BUMAararoTh
BIJINOBITHUX 30008’ si3aHb 3 OOKY JIBOX MPUYETHUX CTOPiH. [HaKIIE i OyTH He
MOXe, Xi0a He Tak?

— Tak, K110 11e He B3aEMHE MOTYpPaHHS YU TO MaK HeBTPYYaHHSI.

— Mu HamaraeMmocsi Takoro yHWKaTu. bauute, HEeBTpy4aHHs CTBOPIOE
MiICTaBy AJIs1 XBIIIIOBaHb 1 HEOJMIHHO MPU3BOIUTH JI0 PO3JIaay OCOOUCTOCTI.
Bynpe nacka, Tenep cronu...

Kapmoni #imoB, kynu fioMy kazanu, i oriisiiaB BU3Ha4Hi Miciis benbBerrepa.
BingBinae eHepromeHTpaib, O4MCHY CUCTEMY BOJOTIOHY, IPOMUCIIOBUIN PaiioH,
Kitbka (abpuk. OrisiHyB IUTAYM mapk 1 MacoHckke OparctBo. OO6iimIOB
My3ell i KapTHHHY Tajepero, KOHIEPTHUH 3aJ 1 ApaMTearp, KOpTH AJIs TPH B
KerJi, OUIbsIpAHUI caJloH, KAapTHHTOBUH TpekK, KiHoteaTp. Kapmoai cromuBcs,
HATPYIUB HOTH, i HOTO TAMIO mepernoynTu. Ane benbBerTep HamonsraB Ha
camoneMoHcTpatii, i KapMoni MaB e OmisSsHyTH I’ ITHIIOBEPXOBY OYZIIBIIIO
“ Amepiken Excripec”, mopTyrajibChbKy CHHArory, nam’' iTHUK BykmiHcTepoBi
Odysiepy, aBToOycHy craHilito “ Cipuii roHuak” i 11e KiJibka BUBHAYHUX MICIIb.

Haperrri orsiuau 3akinawics. Kapmosi AifiIoB BUCHOBKY, 110 TUBOIISIN
3pa3KOBOr0O MicTa HiYMM He Kpai i He Tipiui 3a auBa ["anaktuku. Hacnpaai s
Kpaca pOo3KpHBA€EThCS Yepe3 0di IIsijiada, X04 JEsKy pOlib TYT BiIIrparoTh 1 HOTH.

— Tpomku nepekycumo? — 3anutaB benbBerTep.

— 3 3agoBosieHHsM! — noroauscst Kapmopi.

Woro nposenu B derrenedensae kade “Pomam6o”, e BiH M04aB 3 IOMIKA
3 TOPOXY, & J1aJi B yChOTO MOTPOXY.

— Ha 3akiHueHHs cMadyHEHBKOTO HMIBEHIIAPCHKOTO CHUPY? — 3alpOINOHYBaB
benbBertep.

— Jlaxyto, He xouy, — BinmoBuBcst Kapmoni. — Haisest. Kaxkyun nipaay, ax
TPOILIKK 3aHAATO.

— AJie K cup He BaKKHH Ha NUTyHOK. Kamambepunky?

179



Chapter 23

"l couldn't possibly."

"Perhaps a few assorted fruits. Very refreshing to the palate.”

"It's not my palate that needs refreshing," Carmody said.

"At least an apple, a pear, and a couple of grapes?"

"Thanks, no."

"A couple of cherries?'

"No, no, no!"

"A meal isn't complete without alittle fruit,” Bellwether said.

"My medl is," Carmody said.

"There are important vitamins which only fresh fruit can give you."

"I'll just haveto struggle along without them."

"Perhaps half an orange, which | will ped for you? Citrus fruits have no
bulk at all."

"l couldn't possibly."

"Not even one quarter of an orange? If | take out all the pits?’

"Most decidedly not."

"It would make me fed better," Belwether said. "I have a completion
compulsion, you know, and no meal is complete without a piece of fruit."

"No! No! No!"

"All right, don't get so excited," Bellwether said. "If you don't likethe sort of
food | serve, that's up to you."

"But | do likeit!"

"Then if you like it so much, why won't you eat some fruit?"

"Enough," Carmody said. "Give me a couple grapes.”

"I wouldn't want to force anything on you."

"You're not forcing. Give me, please.”

"You're quite sure?"

"Gimme!" Carmody shouted.

"So take," Bdlwether said, and produced a magnificent bunch of muscatel
grapes. Carmody ate them all. They were very good.

"Excuse me," Bdlwether said. "What are you doing?"

Carmody sat upright and opened his eyes.

"I was taking a little nap," he said. "Is there anything wrong with that?*

"What should bewrong with a perfectly natural thing likethat?' Bellwether
said.

"Thank you," Carmody said, and closed his eyes again.

"But why nap in a chair?' Bellwether asked.

"Because I'm in a chair, and I'm already half aslegp.”

"You'll get acrick inyour back," Belwether warned him.
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— He nonyxaro, MaOyTh.

—Moske, Kinbka 100ipHUX QPYKTIB. [lyke BiAcBiXy€e miTHEOIHHS.
— BifIcBKUTH MEHI ClTijl IKpa3 He TigHeOinHs, — ckazaB Kapmoi.
—IpunaiiMHi I0TyYKO, TPYLIKY, KiJTbKa BHHOTPAIAHH?

— Hsikyto, Hi.

— 30 JIBi BUIIICHBKH ?

—Hi, ui, #=i!

— be3 dpykriB Ha necept 00iq HaYe HE TOBHHUIA.

—Miii noBHwMiA.

— Tinbku 3 CBIKUMH PPYKTaMU MU OTPHMYEMO JTy>Ke BaKJIMBI BiTAMIHH.
— JloBenerbcst MeHi nepeduBaTHcs 6e3 HUX.

—Moske, miBnomapanyi? A mounury. Llutpycosi B3araii He CHTHI.

— Ma0yTb, HE MomyXaro.

— HagiTb uerBepTuHKy nomapan4i? HaBiTb SKIIo st BUOEpy 3epHSTKA?

—Taxwu Hi.

— Bu 3us11 O KaMiHB 3 MOTO CyMITIHHS, — cKa3aB benbBerrep, — bauure, B
MeHe MaHisl Bce 3aBepIllyBaTH, a 0e3 QPyKTiB Ha JecepT 00ia He3aBepIICHUH.

— Hi! Hi! Hi!

— l'apa3n. He tpeba Tak xBuuroBaTHCs, — cka3aB benbBerrep, — ko
BaM He T000a€eThes Te, IO S T0Aal0, TO LIe Ballla CIpaBa.

— Ta meni x nogobaeThcst!

— Skmo Tak ayxe noJobaeTbes, TO YoMy O He 3'iCTH TPOWKH (QPYKTIB?

— 3pnarocs1, — Baxko 3iTxHYB Kapmoni. — Jlait MeHi BUHOTpamy.

— Meni 0 He XOTiJIOCS Bac CHITyBaTH.

— Tu He cunyemn. Jlai, Oynb acka.

— Bu nieni?

— Hagaii! — 3akpuuas Kapmopi.

— To Oepith, — cka3aB benbBerTep i SIBHB PO3KIlIHE TPOHO MYCKATHOTO
BuHOrpazay. Kapmoni 3'iB yce. Bunorpan OyB nyske cMauHHiA.

— Japyiite, — ckazaB benbBertep. — lllo Bu pobute?

Kapmoai BunpocTaBch i po3IIIIONIUB 0ui.

— 3aapimaB Tpomk. llock He Tak?

— o Moxe OyTH He Tak y TaKOMy NIPHUPOAHOMY Oa>kaHHi?

— Hsikytro, — cka3aB Kapmoi i 3HOBY 3aIUTIONIUB O4i.
— Ane yomy B kpicii? — 3anuTaB benbBertep.

— Bo cumky B kpichi 1 Maiike CIio.

— Ilotim monepek OomiTuMe, — 3actepir benbBerTep.
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"Don't care," Carmody mumbled, his eyes still closed.

"Why not take a proper nap? Over here, on the couch?’

"I'm already napping comfortably where | am."

"You'renot really comfortable," Bdlwether pointed out. " The human anatomy
is not constructed for slegping sitting up.”

"At the moment, mineis," Carmody said.

"It's not. Why not try the couch?"

"Thechair isfine."

"But the couch is finer. Just try it, please, Carmody. Carmody?"

"Eh? What's that?' Carmody said, waking up.

"The couch. | really think you should rest on the couch.”

"All right!" Carmody said, struggling to hisfeet. "Whereis this couch?'

He was guided out of the restaurant, down the street, around the corner,
and into a building marked "The Snoozerie" There were a dozen couches.
Carmody went to the nearest.

"Not that one," Bdllwether said. "It's got a bad spring.”

"It doesn't matter," Carmody said. "I'll sleep around it.”

"That will result in a cramped posture.”

"Chrigt!" Carmody said, getting to hisfeet. "Which would you recommend?”

"Thisone back here" Bdlwether said. "It'sking-size, the best in theplace. The
yield-paint of the mattress has been scientifically determined. The pillows—"

"Right, fine, good," Carmody said, lying down on theindicated couch.

"Shall | play you some soothing music?”

"Don't bother."

"Just as you wish. I'll put out thelights, then."

"Fine"

"Would you like a blanket? | control the temperature here, of course, but
sleepers often get a subjective impression of chilliness.”

"It doesn't matter! Leave me alone!”

"All right!" Bdlwether said. "I'm not doing this for mysdf, you know.
Personally, | never sleep.”

"OK, sorry," Carmody said.

"That's perfectly al right," Bellwether said.

There was a long silence. Then Carmody sat up.

"What's the matter?' Bellwether asked.

"Now | can't sleep,” Carmody said.

"Try closing your eyes and consciously relaxing every musclein your body,
starting with the big toe and working upward to—"

"I can't dlegp!" Carmody shouted.
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— He TypOyiics, — npoOypmotie Kapmoi 3 3arutioiieHuMHA O4rMa.

—Yomy 6 He noapimaTH sk ciig? OH TaM, Ha KaHari?

— MeHi 3py4HO i TYT.

— Bam 1yT He ayxe 3pydHo, — 3anepeuuB benbBerTep. — byagoBa
JIIOJICHKOTO Tijia HE TO3BOJISIE CIIATH CUISYH.

— A MeHI J103BOJISIE.

— o Bu! Yomy 6 He nepebpaTHcs Ha KaHAIy?

—3py4HoO i B Kpicii.

— A Ha kaHari 3pyunimie. Hy cipoOyiite, Oynb nacka, Kapmoni. Kapmomi?

—T'a? Illo cramocs?

—Kanama. §l nepekoHaHu, 1110 BaM CJIiJT BIAMOYUTH Ha KaHAIII.

—Tapa3n! —cka3as Kapmosi, 3 3ycrinisiM 3BosT9MCh Ha HOTH. — J1e 11 kaHara?

Moro BEBeH 3 pecTOpaHy, MPOBEJTH 110 BYJIUII i 33 POrOM 3aBeJTH B Oy IHHOK
3 BuBickoto “JIpimora”. Tam cTosiiio 3 necstok kanar. Kapmosai monpoctyBas
710 HAWOITKYO].

— He na 110, — ciunuB oro benbBertep. — Y Hill mOMIKOIKeHa MPYKUHA.

— bic i3 Hero. JIsmky GoKoM.

— o Bu! 3imcyere nocrasy.

—Tocnonu! —npocrornas Kapmori, craroun Ha Horit. —Ha siKy Ty mporoHyer?

— Ochb Ha mio, 33a1y. BenukorabapurtHa, Hailikpama B 3aknazni. [Iporun
MaTpaiia mijiopanuii 3a HAayKOBUMH pekoMeHnanisMu. [loaymiku...

—IpaBusibHO, YyecHO, OOpE, —JIATar0uM Ha BKa3aHy KaHarty, Oypmoris Kapmori.

— Baxaere sikych CIOKiHY MENOJif0?

— He TypOytics.

— Sk xouere. Toxi 1 BUMKHY CBITJIO.

— IIpexpacHo.

— Moxe, xoupy? Temnepatypy s, 3BUYAIHO, PETYIIO, aje TOMY, XTO
CIIHTB, ICKOJIH 3[a€ThHCH, IO XOIOIHO.

— MeHi Bce onno! Jlaii MeHi criokiiil

— JloOpe! — cka3aB benbBerTep. — 3HaeTe, He i cebe k crapatocs. S
0COOHCTO HIKOIIM HE CILITIO.

— O-keit, napyii, — Bubaunscst Kapmoni.

— Hema, Hema 3a 1mo.

3amana tpuBana tuma. [lotim Kapmoni ciB Ha kaHari.

— llo cranocsa? — 3anutaB benbBerrep.

— Tenep He MOXY 3aCHYTH.

— [TonpoOytiTe 3aIUTFOMUTH 04i i TOAYMKH PO3CIA0UTH BC1 M’ 513U BAILIOTO
TiNa, MOYMHAIOUH 3 BEJTMKOTO MaIbLs HOTH 1 HAy4H JOTOPH JIO...

— 41 ne xouy cnaru! — 3apenerysaB Kapmori.
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"Maybe you weren't very sleepy to begin with," Belwether suggested. "But
at least you could close your eyes and try to get alittle rest. Won't you do that
for me?'

"No!" Carmody said. "I'm not sleepy and | don't need a rest.”

"Stubborn!" Belwether said. "Do what you like. I've tried my best.”

"Yeah," Carmody said, getting to hisfeet and walking out of The Snoozerie.

Carmody stood on a little curved bridge and looked over a blue lagoon.

"This is a copy of the Rialto bridge in Venice," Belwether said. "Scaled
down, of course."

"I know," Carmody said. "l read the sign.”

"It's rather enchanting, isn't it?"

"Sure, it'sfing," Carmody said, lighting a cigarette.

"You'redoing alot of smoking," Bellwether pointed out.

"l know. | fed like smoking."

"As your medical advisor, | must point out that the link between smoking
and lung cancer is conclusive.”

"I know."

"If you switched to a pipe, your chances would be improved.”

"l don't like pipes.”

"What about a cigar, then?"

"| don't like cigars." He lit another cigarette.

"That's your third cigarette in five minutes,” Bellwether said.

"Goddamn it, I'll smoke as much and as often as| please!" Carmody
shouted.

"W, of course you will!" Belwether said. "l was merdy trying to advise
you for your own good. Would you want me to simply stand by and not say a
word while you destroyed yoursdf?

"Yes," Carmody said.

"l can't believe you mean that. Thereis an ethical imperative involved here.
Man can act against his best interests, but a machineis not allowed that degree
of perversity.”

"Get off my back," Carmody said sullenly. "Quit pushing me around."

"Pushing you around? My dear Carmody, have | coerced you in any way?
Have | done any more than advise you?"

"Maybe not. But you talk too much."”

"Perhaps | don't talk enough,” Bellwether said. "To judge from the response
| get.”
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— Moxe, BaM HE JyXe XOTUIOCS 3 CaMOro IMO4YaTKy? — BHCJIOBUB
npunymeHHs benbBerrep. — Ane BU NMpUHAHMHI MOIVIM O 3aIUTIONIMTH O4i i
TPOLIKK BiATIOYUTH JiexKauH. 3po0iTh 1€ 3317151 MEHE.

— Hi! — Boiepcs Kapmoni. — He xody Hi cniaty, Hi BiAIOYUBATH.

— Brepriox! —3itxnyB BenbBertep, — PobiTh 1m0 xouete. S cTapaBcs sk Mir

— ABXxex —KpHKHYB Kapmoni, 3BiBIIMCH Ha HOTH 1 BUHIIOBIM 3 “ [IpiMoT” .

Kapmoni cTosiB Ha BUTHYTOMY MICTOYKY 1 MHJTyBaBCsl OJIaKHTTIO JIaryHH.

— e xomist BeHeniaHCHKOTO MOCTy Pianbro, — mosicius benbeertep. — Y
3MEHIIICHOMY MaciTadli, 3BUYAIHO.

—3Hnar. [Ipountap Ha TaOIMUILI.

— Hocuts yapiBHUH, He TpaBIa?

— Ere x, rapuwmii, — noroguscs Kapmosi, 3anaioioun curapery.

— Bu 3abarato nanute, — 3ayBakuB benbertep.

— 3naro. He Moy 6e3 kypuBa.

— Sk Baml MEIWYHHMI KOHCYNBTAHT MYIIy 3ayBa)KHTH, IIO 3B’ 30K MiXK
TIOTIOHOM 1 PaKoOM JIETE€HIB JIOBEJCHUI OCTATOUHO.

— 3Haro.

— Slkmo BU mepelizieTe Ha JIONBKY, TO MIAHCH 3aXBOPITH 3MEHIIATHCS.

— He 065110 11051BKY.

— A curapu?

— He mo6mro curap. — Kapmoni 3ananuB HOBY curapery.

— Tpers curapera 3a I’ ATh XBWIHH, — KOHCTaTyBaB benbBerTep.

— Xaii fiomy Oic! S manuTIMy, CKiTIBKH 3aX04y 1 KOJIK 3aX0uy! — criepecepast
kpukHyB Kapmori.

—3BicHO, askkel —nocnimms 3aneBauTH benbBertep. — S nuine crapascs
JUTSl BalIOro x A00pa. Yn BaM X04eThCst, o0 st IPOCTO CTOSIB 300Ky i MOBUaB,
SK prba, IOKH BU caMi cede 3HUIyeTe?

— Came Tak.

—He Moy noBipuTH, 1110 BU KaxkeTe mupo. TyT y)xe Habupae Bard eTHYHAN
iMnepatuB. JIroauHa yacoMm Jie co0i Ha KOy, aJie TAKOro 300UeHHSI MaIlIMHA
co0i I03BOJIMTH HE MOXE.

— He tpumaii meHe 3a kapk! — noxmypo nonpocus Kapmoni. — He Tukaii
MeEHEe CKpi3b Hocom!

— Tukaru Bac HOocom? Jloporuit Kapmoni, i 51 Xou Jiech KOJIUCH Bac /10
4orock crityBaB? Uu 103BOMISB g c00i MIOCh OUIbINE, HK MOpaau?

— MaOyTb, Hi. Anie TH roBopHUII 3abararo.

—Moxe, s TOBOpIO 3aMalio, — ckazaB benbBertep, — 00 5k HacHiIKiB, Oady,
HISIKUX.
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"You talk too much," Carmody repeated, and lit a cigarette.

"That is your fourth cigarettein five minutes."

Carmody opened his mouth to bellow an insult. Then he changed his mind
and walked away.

"What's this?' Carmody asked.

"It's a candy machine," Bellwether told him.

"It doesn't look like one.”

"Still, itisone. Thisdesignisamodification Of a design by Saarinomen for
asilo. | have miniaturized it, of course, and—"

"It still doesn't look like a candy machine. How do you work it?"

"It's very simple. Push the red button. Now wait. Press down one of those
levers on Row A; now press the green button. Therel"

A Babe Ruth bar dlid into Carmody's hand.

"Huh," Carmody said. He stripped off the paper and bit into the bar. "Isthis
areal Babe Ruth bar or a copy of one?' he asked.

"It'sareal one | had to subcontract the candy concession because of the
pressure of work."

"Huh," Carmody said, |etting the candy wrapper slip out of hisfingers.

"That," Bdlwether said, "is an example of the kind of thoughtlessness |
aways encounter.”

"It's just a piece of paper,” Carmody said, turning and looking at the candy
wrapper lying on the spotless street.

"Of courseit'sjust a piece of paper,” Bdlwether said. "But multiply it by a
hundred thousand inhabitants and what do you have?'

"A hundred thousand pieces of paper,” Carmody answered at once.

"| don't consider that funny,” Belwether said. "You wouldn't want to livein the
midst of al that paper, | canassureyou. You'd bethefirst to complain if this stregt
were strewn with garbage. But do you do your share? Do you even clean up after
yoursdf? Of course not! You leave it to me, even though | haveto run all of the
other functions of, the city, night and day, without even Sundays off."

"Must you go on so?' Carmody asked. "I'll pick it up."

He bent down to pick up the candy wrapper. But just before his fingers
could close on it, a pincer arm shot out of the nearest sewer, snatched the
paper away and vanished from sight.

"It'sal right," Bellwether said. "I'mused to cleaning up after people. | do it
al thetime."

"Yuh," said Carmody.

"Nor do | expect any gratitude.”
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— Twu 3abarato ropopuiil, — mopTopuB KapMorii i 3araiuB 4eTBepTy CUTApETY.

— Le Bxe uerBepTa cuUrapera 3a I’ iTb XBHJIUH.

Kapmoni po3kpus Oyno pota, 11100 BUIAsSTHCh, Ta MEPEAYyMaB 1 MOAaBCS
TeTh.

— o ue? — 3anurtaB Kapmopi.

— Konnutepcobkuit aBromat, — nosiciuB benbBerTep.

— He cxoxe.

— Bce x Taku 1e aBTomMar. YJOCKOHAJIEHUMH CUJIIOCHHUW arperar
Caapinomena. 3BU4aiiHo, s MiHIaTIOPU3yBaB HOTO 1...

—IBce ) Taku BiH He CXOXKUIA HA KOHAUTEPCHKHI aBTOMAT. SIK HIM KOPHCTYBATHCS ?

— Hyxe nmpocto. Hatuchite uepBoHy KHOMKY. [loyekaiite. Hatuchite Ha
OJIHY 3 THX JIITEp B Py A, Telep HATUCHITH 3elieHy KHONKy. Och MaeTe!

[lokonanka “beitd Pyt” xoB3Hyna Ha nonoHio Kapmoi.

—Oro! —Buxornmtocst B Kapmoni. Bin HagipsaB 0OropTky 1 HaJKyCHB LIOKOIAIKY.

— CrpapxHs “beii6 Pyr” un migpobka?

— CopapxHs. 3MymieHnid OyB AaTH KOHIIECII0 KOHAMTEPChKil ¢ipmi, 60
camMoMy Hecusia Oys10 BIIOPATHCS.

—Oro! —noBTopuB Kapmorti, BUIMycKatouu 3 MaibLliB MIOKOIaJHY OOTOPTKY.

— Orak BOHO, — HACTaHOBYO MoyaB benbBerrep, — npukiaa Hea0aIbLCTBA,
SKe sl COCTepiraro MoBcIKJac.

— Slkuiich KmanTuk mamnepy! —ckazaB Kapmosi, moBepTatoumch i JUBISTYUCH
Ha 00TOpPTKY, 1110 Jiekasia Ha Oe3I0raHHO IPUOPaHii BYIUIL.

— 3BiCHO, LIe TUII KJIANTHK Tarnepy, — cka3as benbBerTep. — Ajle TOMHOXKTE
HA CTO THCSY MENIKAHIIIB 1 110 MaTUMETe B Pe3y/IbTarTi?

— CT0 THCSY KIaNTUKIB MAiepy, — He 3ayMyIOdnCh, BinnoiB Kapmoni.

— Hivoro cmimnoro! 3aneBHsifo Bac, 0 BaM He 3aXOTiIOCA O KUTH Y
BCHOMY TOMY Tariepi. Bu nepiumii Hapikanu 0 Ha 3aXapallieHy CMITTSM BYJIHIIIO.
A BM JIOKJIaNU 10 4OTOCch pyK? Bu xo4 3a coboro nmpubupaere? 3BuuaiiHo, Hi!
[Nonuimaete Ha MeHe, X04 51 Malo JOATH PO BCE MICTO, JICHD 1 HiY, HABITh Y
CBSITY HEIUTIO HE MAIO CIIOYMHKY!

—1 Tpeba cTinbku BUuunTYBaTu? S migHIMY.

Kapmozi HaxunmBest, mo0 migHATH OOTOPTKY, Ta MEpII HiX HOro maibli
TOPKHYAHCS ii, BiI HAHOMMKYOT YpHU AJISL CMITTSl OJMCKAaBUYHO METHYJIACS
3aJ1i3Ha KJICHIHS, CXOIWIIA Maipens 1 3HUKIIA.

— Bce rapasn, — ckazaB benbBertep. — A 3BHK mpuOHpatu 3a JIOIbMH.
Bsecp vac goBoguThCS.

— Orakoi!

— | He yekato BiJ HUX MOJSKH.
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"I'm grateful, I'm grateful!” Carmody said.

"No, you're not," Bellwether said.

"So OK, maybe I'm not. What do you want me to say?"

"l don't want you to say anything," Belwether said. "Let us consider the
incident closed.”

"Had enough?' Bdlwether said, after dinner.

"Plenty," Carmody said.

"You didn't eat much."

"I ate dl | wanted. It was very good."

"If it was so good, why didn't you eat more?’

"Because | couldn't hold any more.”

"If you hadn't spoiled your appetite with that candy bar . . ."

"Goddamn it, the candy bar didn't spoil my appetite! | just—"

"You're lighting a cigarette," Bellwether said.

"Yeah," Carmody said.

"Couldn't you wait alittlelonger?'

"Now look," Carmody said. "Just what in hell do you—"

"But we have something more important to talk about,” Belwether said
quickly. "Have you thought about what you're going to do for aliving?'

"I haven't really had much timeto think about it."

"W, | have been thinking about it. It would be niceif you became a doctor.”

"Me? 1'd have to take special college courses, then get into medical schoal,
and so forth."

"l can arrange al that," Belwether said.

"Not interested."

"Wl . . . what about law?'

"Never."

"Engineering is an excdlent line."

"Not for me."

"What about accounting?"

"Not onyour life."

"What do you want to be, then?"

"Ajet pilot," Carmody said impulsively.

"Oh, come now!"

"I'm quite serious."

"l don't even have an airfied here."

"Then I'll pilot somewhere ese.”

"You're only saying that to spite me!"
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— Hyxe BOsSYHUH, ayke BIsuHui! — noaskysas Kapmori.

— Hi, He BasuHi, — 3anepeunB benberTep.

— Hexaii Oyne mo-TBoeMy, MOXe, i HE BISYHUM, A 1110 Mat0 poOUTH?
—[punuauTy po3mMoBy. BeaskaTiMeMo IHIUACHT BUUEpIaHIM.

— Hainucs? — 3anurtaB benbsertep micis o0imy.

— Jlonecxouy, — ckazaB Kapmogi.

— A 3'inu Hebararo.

— 51 3'1B, CKUIbKH XOTiB. J[y’e cMaKyBalio.

— Slkmo Tak cMakyBaJso, TO YoMy K He 3’ inu Oinbiine?

— bo He nmomyxas Ou.

— SlxOu BU He mepeOuIn cobi aneTUTy TIE MOKOIAAKOIO. ..

— Ta xait fiomy 6ic! Illokomanka He nepebuna meHi anetuty! S mpocro...

— Bu 3anmanroere curapery, — koHcratyBaB benbBerTep.

— ABxex, — Bignosis Kapmoyi.

— He morin 6 Tpomku norepmitu?

— 3perroro, — ckuniB Kapmoni, — sikoro 11e Oica Tw...

— VY Hac € BayKIMBILI cIpaBH, — IIBUACHBKO ypBaB benbeerTep. — Bu Bike
OOMIpKyBaJIH, 3 YO0 BH JKUTUMETE?

— VY MeHe x He Oylo yacy.

— A g mipkyBaB. Bam m00pe Oyiio 6 crat Jikapem.

— S1? MeHi nosenocst 0 BCTYIHUTH Ha MiJArOTOBYI KYPCH KOJIEIDKY, IOTIM Yy
MEIUYHY IIKOIY 1 TaK Jai.

— Moy Bce BnamrtyBatu, — noo0imsie benbserrep.

— He maro GaxaHHSI.

— Tak... a K MO0 IOPUCIIPYIESHIT?

— Hikonu B cBiri!

— [IpoekTyBaHHs — IpekpacHUi dax.

— He nna mene.

— A Oyxrantepom?

— Hizamo!

— Toni xum BH xouere OyTu?

— IlinoToM peakTUBHOTIO JliTaka, — HE 3ayMyIOUnCh, BiamoBiB Kapmori.

— Ox, obmunrre!

— Llinkom cepiio3Ho.

— VY MeHe TyT HaBiTh aepoIOPTY HEMAE.

— [IpanroBaTuMy B iHIIOMY MICTi.

— Bu Tak ckazanu, mo6 noaparyBati MeHe!
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"Not at al," Carmody said. "l want to be a pilot, | really do. I've always
wanted to be a pilot! Honest | have!"

There was along silence. Then Bellwether said, "The choiceis entirely up
toyou."

Thiswas said in a voice like death.

"Where are you going?'

"Out for awalk," Carmody said.

"At 9:30 in the evening?'

"Sure. Why not?"

"I thought you weretired."

"That was quite some time ago."

"I see. And | aso thought that perhaps you could sit here and we could
maybe have a nice chat."

"How about if we talk when | get back?' Carmody asked.

"No, it doesn't matter," Bellwether said.

"The walk doesn't matter,” Carmody said, sitting down. "Come on, well
talk."

"I no longer careto talk," Belwether said. "Please go for your walk."

"W, good night," Carmody said.

"I beg your pardon?'

"| said, 'good night." "

"You're going to sleep?”’

"Sure. It'slate, I'm tired.”

"You're going to sleep now, just like that?"

"Wdl, why not?'

"Noreason at al," Bellwether said, "except that you haveforgotten towash.”

"Oh ... | guess| did forget. I'll wash in the morning.”

"How long isit since you've had a bath?'

"Too long. I'll take onein the morning."

"Wouldn't you fed better if you took one right now?"

"No."

"Eveniif | drew the bath for you?"'

"No! Goddamniit, no! I'm going to sleep!”

"Do exactly asyou please," Bdlwether said. "Don't wash, don't study, don't
eat a balanced diet. But also, don't blame me."

"Blame you? For what?"'
"For anything," Bdllwether said.
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Po3zoin 23

— o tu! — 3anepeunB Kapmomni. — 5 Xouy craT mioToM, 1€ MOsi Mpisi.
3asxau xoriB craty mninoroM! Croso yecri!

3amana mosra MoBuaHka. Hapemri BenbBertep ckaszas:

— Bu maeTte moBHe mpaBo BuOUpatu. — Aje e OyJio BUMOBIEHO
3aMOTHIJIbHUM TOJIOCOM.

— Kynu Bu 3i0panucsa?

— [Iporymnsitucs, — Bianosis Kapmoni.

— YBeuepi! O miB Ha aecsty!

—Yom Om ¥ HI?

— 4l ranaB, 1110 BU CTOMMIINCS.

— Komu Bxke Te Oyo!

— Tak-Tax... A st mie rajgas, o MU MOCHIITH 0, mobanakaiu O IIOOEHBKO.

— A He MO)KHA TIEPEHECTH PO3MOBY Ha TIOTIM, KOJTH S IPHIATY ? — OL[IKABUBCS
Kapmopi.

— A, He Baprt, — ckazaB benbBerTep.

— ['ynsatn He 000B’s3k0BO, — Bupimue Kapmoni, cinaroun. — aBaii
nobayakaemo.

— MeHi Bke nepexoriiocs, — ckazaB benbBerrep. — [aiTh, Oyap nacka, Ha
CBOIO TIPOTYJISTHKY.

— Hy mo x, Ha nobpaniu! — ckazas Kapmogi.

— Hapyiite?

— S cka3aB “Ha no0paHiv”.

— Bu nsraere cnatu?

— Atox. Yke mi3Ho. S cToMuBCsl.

— Hessxe Bu 30mpaetecst cnatu?

—Yom Om ¥ HI?

— B3araui-to Hivoro, — ckazaB benbBerTep, —Xi0a 1110 BH 320yl BMUTHCS.

— Ox... i cripaBai, 3a0yB. YMUIOCS BpaHIIi.

— A KoJ¥ BH BOCTaHHE IPUHMaNH BaHHY ?

— JlaBHeHbKo Bke. CKymatocsi BpaHIli.

— A Moxe, BH Kpaie ceOe odyBaTHMeTe, KOd MPUMETe BAaHHY came Terep?

— Hi.

— HaBiTb SIKIIIO 51 MPUTOTYIO BaHHY?

— Hi! Xaii iiomy 6ic, ni! 4 nsrato cnatu!

— Po0ith co0i Tak, sk BBaXkaeTe 3a noTpiOHe, — cka3aB bensBertep. — He
BMUBAiTeCs, HE BUIThCS, HE JOTpUMY#HTECh 30aiaHcOBaHOl JieTH. AJe i Ha
MeHe He Hapikaiite.

— Hapikatu Ha Te6e? 3a mo?

— 3a Oymp-1110, — BignosiB benbperTep.
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Chapter 23

"Yes. But what did you have in mind, specifically?'

"Itisn't important.”

"Then why did you bring it up in thefirst place?’

"l was only thinking of you," Belwether said.

"I realizethat.”

"You must know that it can't benefit me if you wash or not.”

"I'm aware of that."

"When onecares," Bdlwether went on, "when onefed s ongsresponsbilities,
it is not nice to hear onesdf sworn at."

"I didn't swear at you."

"Not this time. But earlier today you did—"

"Wl ... | was nervous."

"That's because of the smoking."

"Don' start that again!"

"I won't," Bellwether said. "Smoke like a furnace. What does it matter to
me? They're your lungs, aren't they?"

"Damned right," Carmody said, lighting a cigarette.

"But my failure," Bellwether said.

"No, no," Carmody said. "Don't say it, please don't!"

"Forget | said it," Bellwether said.

"All right."

"Sometimes | get overzealous."

"Sure."

"And it's especially difficult because I'mright. | am right, you know."

"I know," Carmody said. "You're right, you're right, you're always right.
Right right right right right—"

"Don't overexcite yoursdlf before bedtime," Belwether said. "Would you
carefor a glass of milk?

"No."

"You're sure?'

Carmody put his hands over his eyes. He felt very strange. He also
felt extremely guilty, fragile, dirty, unhealthy, and sloppy. He felt
generally and irrevocably bad, and he knew that it would always be
this way.

From somewhere within him he found strength. He shouted,
"Seethwright!"

"Who are you shouting to?' Bellwether asked.

"Seethwright! Where are you?'

"How have | failed you?' Belwether asked. "Just tell me how!"
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Po3zoin 23

—Taxk, Hy a 110 TH, BJIACHE, MA€EII HA yBa3i?

— He BapTo #1 ka3aTu.

— To HaBiIIO X TH HATOJIOUIYENI HA IEOMY?

— S mymato TibKW mpo Baile 6Jaro, — BiAnoBiB benbBerTep.

— [lomitHo.

— A 11e, 10 BaIoro BizoMa, MeHi 3 TOro HiSIKOro IOKUTKY, BMABAETECh BU YH Hi.

— He cymniBatocs.

— Ko Bxe mikimyenics mpo korock, — BiB 1aji benpBertep, — konmu TrOoKo
BiIYyBAEIII CBOO BIIOBIAIBHICTh, TO HE Ty»KEe IIPUEMHO YYTH, KOJIH TSOE JIAt0Th.

— 4 tebe He nasB.

— He tenep. A ot nepue, BIeHb — JasuIu.

— Hy... 1 OyB 3HepBOBaHUH.

— Ile uepes Te, 1O BU MAJIUTE.

— He mounnaii 3H0BY!

— He Oyay. Aumith, sk mid. o meni no toro? Jlereni x Bamii,
MpaBUIbHO?

—306ica npaBuUILHO, — oroauBces Kapmoyti, 3anaiordi.

— Jlereni Bami, a HeBaua Mosi, — cka3aB bembBerTep.

— Hi, ni! —nompocus Kapmoni. — He kaxu Tak, npory tebe!

— He 3BepraiiTe yBaru Ha Moi clioBa, — IPUMHUPJIUBO cKa3aB benbBerTep.

— Hobpe.

— Jlexomnu st mepebupato Mipy.

— ATOX.

— A He niepedHparyl BaXKKo, 00 TIpaB/ia Ha MoeMy OorTi. S Maro pariiro, po3yMieTe.

—Pozymito, —ckazaB Kapmoni. — Tu Maem parito, maenr pamito. Tu 3aBxau
Maer partiro! Maer, Maern, Maen, Maellr...

— He 30ymxkyiitecst mepen cHoMm, — 3actepir bensBerrep. — He Gaxaete
CKJISIHKY MOJIOKa?

— Hi.

— Bu nieni?

Kapmoni 3arynus oui pykamu. Bimuysas ceOe nyxe auBHo. BiH BimuyBaB
ceOe BoAHOYaC BUHHHM, CIIA0KOIYXUM, OpyIHUM, HE3I0POBUM 1 HEOXaHUM.
BiH BiguyBaB ceOe JOIIEHTY 1 OE3MOBOPOTHO 3ilICOBAHUM 1 3HAB, IO IIOTO
BiUyTTA oMy He T030yTHCS.

Hech y mmubuHi oro ecTBa HapoAuiacs pilrydicte. Bin 3aBonas:

— Citpaiite!

— Koro Bu kinyere? — 3anutaB benbBerTep.

— Citpatite! [le Bu?

— Yum g He goroamB? — 3aHenokoiBcst bempBertep. — Ilpocto CkaxiTh
Me€H1, YuM?
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Chapter 24

"Seethwright!" Carmody wailed. "Come and get me! This is the wrong
Earth!"
There was a snap, crackle and pop, and Carmody was somewhere else.

Chapter 24

Whoosh! krrrunch! kerpow! Here we are somewhere, but who
knows where and when and which? Surely not Carmody, who found
himself in a persuasive city much like New York. Much like; but was
it?

"Is this New York?' Carmody asked himsdlf.

"How the hell should | know?" a voice answered promptly.

"It was arhetorical question,” Carmody said.

"I am quite aware of that; but, since | have my rhetorician's papers, |
answered it."

Carmody looked around and saw that the voice had come from a
large black umbrella in his left hand. He asked, "Are you my Prize?"

"W, of coursel am,” thePrizesaid. "I don't suppose | look likea Shetland
pony, do 1?

"Where were you earlier, when | was in that mode city?"

"| was taking a short, well-earned vacation," the Prize said. "And therés no
useyour complaining about it. Vacation timeis stipul ated in the contract between
the Amalgamated Prizes of the Galaxy and the Recipient's League.”

"l wasn't complaining,” Carmody said. "l just . . . Forget it. This place
certainly looks like my Earth. It looks like New York, in fact.”

Hewasin acity. Therewas heavy traffic, both human and vehicular. There
were many theaters, many frankfurter stands, many people. There were many
stores which proclaimed that they were going out of business and sdling their
entire stock regardless of cost. Neon signs flashed everywhere. There were
many restaurants, most prominent of which were The Westerner, The
Southerner, The Easterner, and The Northerner; all of these had specials on
steak and shoestring potatoes. But there was also The Nor'easterner, The
Sou'wester, The East-by-Northeast, and the West-by-Northwest. A movie
theater across the street was featuring The Apocrypha (Bigger and Stranger
than TheBible), with acast of thousands. Negar it was the Omphal os Discotheque
wherein afolk-rock group calling itsef The Shits played raucous music, which
was danced to by immature virgins in middlieless dresses.

"Lotsof action," Carmody said, wetting hislips.
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Po3zoin 24

— Cirpaiite! — 3aBuBaB Kapmoni. — [puiiznith i 3a6epith Mene! Lle He Ta
3emus!
[Mouymnocst Tpick-xpych-6at, i Kapmoni OyB yxe B iHIIOMY MicIli.

Pozoin 24

@'10-y-y-y! Tp-p-pam! T'omnt! I ock My KyaHMCh TIOTpANUIN, XTO-3HA-KY/IH,
KOJIY 1 Ha KOTPY 3 3emenb? XTOCh, MOXKeE, i 3HaB, TUIbKH, MIEBHE, 1110 He Kapmori,
ONMHHUBIIKCH Y MicCTi, Jyxke cxosxkomy Ha Huro-Mopk. YV myxe cxomomy, aje
un To crpasai Hero-Mopk?

— Ile crpasai Hero-Mopk? — cam cebe 3anuras Kapmoyi.

— A 0ic #ioro 3Hae! — HeraifHO BiITYKHYBCS YHIiCh TOJIOC.

— 3anurtaHHs puTOopHyHe, —nosiciuB Kapmori.

—He cymHiBarocs1, mpore BiAMoBiAat0, OCKUJIbKU 3aXUCTUB HAyKOBH CTYIIiHb
3 PUTOPUKH.

Kapmoni nmoorsigaBcs HaBciOiv i 3ayBaXkuB, M0 FOJIOC MOJIAE BETMKA YOPHA
napacosisi B Horo JiBii py1i.

— le tu, Burpame?

—3BICHO, 1. A TH rajiaB XT0 — INOTJIAHACHKUN ITOH1?

— Jle x Tebe HocuIIO, KOJU s OyB y 3pa3koBOMY MICTi?

— V358 co0i BignmycTky. Koporky, ane 3acinyxkeHy, — ckazaB Burpami. — i
JOpiKaTH 3a i€ He Ma€l mpaBa. BigmycTku oOyMOBIIEHI Yrofow Mix
lanaxrnynoro O6’ exnanoro Crinkoro Burpamris Ta Jliroto PenumieHTis.

— A s He nopikato, —cka3zaB Kapmoni. — S mpocro Tak... O6nummo, Kpaiie.
e micue — uncto mos 3ems! Hy uncricinpko sk Hero-Hopk!

Lle Oyno micro. ToBnuiue stozeii i moroku aBromMoOiniB. [ToBHO TeaTpis,
MOBHO KiOCKiB 3 Oipmrexcamu, moBHO Hapoay. [loBHO kpaMHHUIB 3
OTOJIOLIEHHSIMH PO OaHKPYTCTBO 1 MOBHHUH PO3MPOIaK TOBAPIB 32 HU3bKUMHU
uinamu. Crianaxu HeOHOBHX BUBicOK. [I0BHO pecTopaHiB —HaicomiaHiIIi i3 HUX
HazuBaymcs “ Saxigusk” , “IliBnenens”, “ Cxinaak” ta “ [liBHivanun” . B ycix —
¢ipmenHi OipmTexcu i KapromiasHa conoMmka. KpiMm Hux, Oynu me
“TliBaiynocxigusak”, “IliBgenHo3axigasak”, “CXiZHOMIBHIYHOCXIAHAK” 1
“3axigHomiBHiYHO3axigHsAK” . KiHOTeaTp Ha MPOTHIIEKHOMY OOI BYIHII
nokasyBas “ Anokpud” (rpaHiosHiiie it AMBOBIKHIIIE, HiX BiOis) 3 THCIYaMu
CTaTHUCTIB y ronoBHUX poisix. [lopsg Oyma auckoreka “Omdanoc”, ne mina
XPpHUIIKY MY3HKY BUCTyTana GonbK-pok-rpyna “JlaHsku", TAHIIOBaIM HE3piIi
He3aliMaHKH B CyKEHOYKaX 13 IIMOOUYE3HUMHE BHpi3aMHU criepely 1 33ay.

— Xuttsa Bupye! — ryknyB Kapmoni, 06mu3ytoun ryou.
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Chapter 24

"I hear only thejangle of cashregisters,” the Prize said, inaheavily moralistic
voice.

"Don't be stuffy," Carmody said. "I think I'm home."

"I hope not," the Prize said. "This place gets on my nerves. Please look
around you and make sure. Remember, similitude need not imply
exactitude."

Therewas an IRT subway entrance in front of him. He saw that he was at
Fiftieth Street and Broadway. Yes, he was home. He walked briskly to the
subway and went down the stairs. It was familiar, exciting and saddening all at
the same time.The marble walls were damp with ichor, and the gleaming
monorail came out of one tunne and disappeared into ancther. . . .

"Oh," Carmody muttered.

"How's that?' the Prize asked.

"Never mind," Carmody said. "On second thought, | think I'll take a little
stroll in the streets." He began to retrace his footsteps, moving quietly toward
the rectangle of sky framed in the entrance. A crowd had formed, blocking his
way. Carmody pushed through them, and the crowd pushed him back. The
wet walls of the subway began to tremble, then to convulse rhythmically. The
gleaming monorail pulled free of its stanchions, curled back on itsdf like a
brazen tongue, and flicked out toward him. Carmody ran, bowling over the
people who stood in his way. He was dimly aware that they rolled immediately
to their feet, as though they had weighted bases. The marble pavement beneath
him grew soft, syrupy. His feet were sticking, the figures were close around
him, and the monorail was poised over his head.

Carmody shouted, "Seethwright! Get me out of this!"

"Me, too!" the Prize shouted.

"Me, too!" screamed the cunning predator; for it was he and none other,
cleverly disguised as a subway, into whose mouth Carmody had strayed.

Nothing happened. Carmody had the terrible feding that Seethwright was
perhaps out to lunch, or on the toilet, or answering a telephone. The blue
rectangle of sky became smaller as the exit sedled itsdf. The figures around
him lost their resemblance to humans. The walls turned a purplish-red, began
to heave and tremble, then to contract. The slender monorail curled hungrily
around Carmody'sfeet. Within the predator's body, vast ululationswerefollowed
by protracted slaverings. (Carmody-eaters are notoriously piggish and lacking
in any table manners.) ,

"Help!" Carmody screamed, as digestive juices ate away the soles of his
shoes. "Seethwright, help me!™

"Help him, hdp him!" the Prize sobbed. "Or, if that seemstoo difficult, hep
me! Get meout of hereand | will take advertisementsin theleading newspapers,
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Po3zoin 24

— Yyro TUIBKH TMepe3BiH KACOBUX amapariB, — 3ayBakKHB Burpai ToHOM
3a4epCTBIIOr0 MopaJicTa.

— He Oynp 3anynoro, — BigmaxuyBcs Kapmoni. — 371a€eThes 1 BIOMA.

— CrnoniBarocs, 1o Hi, — BianosiB Burpai. — ll{ock 1e miciie aie MeHi Ha
HepBu. Po3nuBucs, Oynp nacka, sk ciig. [lam’araii, mo cxoxicTb — He
000B’ SI3KOBO TOTOXHICTb.

Aune x Kapmoni 6auuB, mo croite Ha po3si bpoases 1 50-1 Bynumi! Ocs i
BXIiJl y TiI3eMKy, cranuis npocto nepea Hum! Tak, BiH ygoma! [ BiH nmocmimms
710 TiI3EMKH, PYIIMB YHH3 10 cxo/iaX. Bce 3HaiioMe pajiicHO 30ymKye i BomHoYac
HaBilo€e CyM. MapMypoBi CTIHU BKPHUTI BOJIOTOI0, OJTUCKY4a MOHOpEKa BUOIrae
3 OIHOTO TYHENIO 1 3HUKAE B HILIOMY...

— Ox! — BupBanocs y Kapmopi.

— B uim piu? — 3anuTas Burpam.

— Hi B yim... fI nepenymaB. MaOyTb, 51 Kpaiie IpOTryIstOcs 0 BYJIHII.

Kapmoni moBepHyB Haszal, CHOKiIHO pyXamw4uCh 0 CBITIOTO
NpsIMOKyTHUKa Heba y pamui Buxoay. Ta 3BiATH MOCYHYB HAaTOBIH i
nepenuHUB muIsix. KapMoai cTaB mpomToBXyBaTUCSA 10 BUXONY, Ta
HAaTOBM TATHYB HOro Hazaja. Mokpi MapMypoBi CTiHH 3APUTHYIHUCH i
CYIOMHO 3amyiabCyBaliu. bauckydya MOHOpEWka CKoudMJia 3 OIOp,
CKpPYyTHJIaCsl TaJI0YUM S3UKOM 1 OJIMCKaBUYHO METHYJACs B HOro OiK.
Kapmoni mobir, 30uBaroyn 3yCTpiuHUX 1 BCE K MOMiYarO4yu, 10 BOHU
ollpa3y 3BOAMIKCS HA HOTH, HIOW IrpamKku-nmokuBaHu. MapmypoBa
mijjora 3pobunacs M’ ska ¥ jumnyua. Moro Horu B' 371, JNIOAM
3IMKHYNHCSI KpYT HOTO, 2 MOHOpEIKa 3aKoiIuBajiacs HaJl TOJOBOIO.

— Citpatite! — 3aBonas Kapmopui. — 3abepith MeHe 3Biacu!

— I mene! — BucknyB Burparm.

— I mene! — 30HKHYB TIIACTYHUN XHXKAaK.

Bo 11e BiH 1 HiXTO iHIIUIT COPUTHO IPUKUHYBCS T1I3EMKOI0, B MaILy KOTPOi
Tak HeobauHo 3ami3 Kapmopmi. CirpaiiT He naBaB mpo cebe 3naru. Himo He
3MiHmiIocsa. KapMosii B rofioBy 3akpajiacs xkaxjimBa Aymka, mo CiTpaidT Mir
BUHTH Mo00inaTH, abo B Tyajer, abo  po3MOBIsi€e Mo Tenedony. baakutauit
MPSIMOKYTHHK HeOa By)K4aB, BUXi HiOM 3MuKkaBcst. [loctarti JoBKoa BTpaTHiin
ToAChKy 1of00y. CTiHu 3po0uurcst 6arpsHUCTO-UepPBOHUME, HATIPYKHITUCS,
3aTPEeMTLUIM 1 oyanu 3cyBatucs. [ Hydka MOHOpelKa MOoKaJaiuBO 00XOIMHIia
Horu Kapmopi. 3 yrpobu xuxaka 3a0ypyasio if TJaBUHOIO Miluia ciuHa. (31aBHa
BiZIOMO, II[0 KaPMOJIIiIi XaMITyBaTi i He BMIIOTh MTOBOIUTH ceOe 3a CTOTIOM).

— Paryi#ite! — 3aBonaB Kapmoai, Konu miomBH HOTO YepEeBUKIB
PO3YMHMIIKCS B TpaBHUX cokax. — Citpaiite, psaryiite meHe!

— Paryiite fioro, pstyiite ioro! — punaB Burpam. — SIkmo me Baxko, T0
paTyiTe MeHe! BUTSrHITE MeHE 3BifCH, 1 S JaM OTrOJIONICHHS y BCI Bifomi
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Chapter 25

convene committees, form action groups, carry posters on thestreets, al to the
purpose of insuring that Carmody does not go unavenged. And | further pledge
mysdf to—"

"Stop babbling," a voice said, which Carmody recognized as beonging to
Seethwright. "It's disgraceful. As for you, Mr. Carmody, you must, in future,
make up your mind before stepping into the mouth of your predator. My office
is not set up for hairbreadth rescues.”

"But you will save methistime, won't you?' Carmody begged. "Won't you?
Won't you?"

"It is already done" Seethwright said. And when Carmody |ooked around,
he saw that it was indeed already done.

Chapter 25

Seethwright must have mishandled the transition, for, after a brief blank
spell, Carmody found himself in the back seat of ataxi. He was in a city
very much like New York, and he seemed to be in the middle of a
conversation.

"What didja say?' the driver asked.

"l didn't say anything," Carmody replied.

"Oh. | thought you were saying something. Well, what | was saying is, |
was saying that's the new Flammarion building over there."

"I know," Carmody heard himself say. "I helped build it."

"|s that afact? Some job! But now you're finished, huh?’

"Yes," Carmody said. Hetook the cigarette out of his mouth and frowned at
it. "I'm finished with these cigarettes, t00." He shook his head and threw the
cigarette out the window. These words and actions seemed perfectly natural
to one part of him (the active consciousness). But another part of him (the
reflective consciousness) was watching with considerable amusement.

"Wdl, why didn't you say so?' the cabby said. "Here, try one of mine."

Carmody looked at the open pack in the driver's hand. "You smoke Kools,
eh?'

"It's my regular smoke," the cabby said. "Kools have that light touch of
menthol and the taste that's right!"

Carmody raised both eyebrows to show disbelief. Nevertheless, he accepted
the pack, extracted a coffin nail and lit up. The smiling cabby was watching
him in the rearview mirror. Carmody inhaled, looked surprised and pleased,
exhaled slowly and luxuriously.

"Hey!" Carmody said. "You got something therel"
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Po3zoin 25

ra3eTd, CKIMYy KOMITETH, OPTraHi3ylo iHII[IaTUBHI TPYNH, BUHIY Ha BYIUII 3
makatamu, — 3a cMepTh Kapmoni tpeba momcrutucs! 1 Hagani st 6epy Ha
cebe 00ITHULIIO...

—[IpunuHu TepeBeHi, —movyBcs rojoc, 3a sikuM Kapmoni BiizHaB CiTpaiita.
—Tann0a! A Bu, Kapmori, 3anam’ staiite Ha MaliOyTHE; Tpeda yMaTH, IepIi
HIX JII3TH B MAaIlly CBOTr0 Xrkaka. Mosi KOHTOpa He JUIs TOTO, 100 KOXXHOTO
pa3y BUTATYBATH Bac i3 3aIIMOpra B OCTAHHIO MUTB!

— Ane 3apa3 Bu MeHe BpATyeTre? — MmoBuB Kapmoni. — Bpsaryere?
Bpsityere?

— Vixe BpsiTyBaB, — ckazas Citpailt. | komu Kapmoai o3upHyBcst HABKPYTH,
TO M00aYMB, IO CIPaB/i BPSTOBAHUH.

Pozoin 25

Citpaiit, MaOyTb, IepeHic Horo He ayxe A0aiIuBo, 60 MicIs KOPOTEHHKOTO
3aTbMapeHHs1 KapMosi onuHMBCS Ha 3aJHHOMY CHAIHHI Takci. MicTo 3HOBY
nyxe Haraysano Hero-Hopk, a KapMosi, cynsun 3 ychoro, oTAMHBCS OCEpeN
PO3MOBH.

— [Ilo BW Ka3ayn? — CIUTAB TAKCUCT.

— Hiuoro s He ka3aB, — BinnosiB Kapmoyi.

— Ox! MeHi 3n1ai0cs, BU IIOCh Ka3aiau. Tak OT, a s Kaxy, [0 TaMEUKH
HOBHI xMapodoc Orammapiona.

— 3Hato, — sikoch MUMOBOITI BUpBasiocs: y Kapmoni. — A momomir #ioro 30ymyBatu.

— Cnpasni? Cuna! Yke ckinumnm, ra?

— Tak, — ckazaB Kapmoni. Bin BuTsT 3 porta curapery i CKpuBUBCS. — 3
IIUMU CUTapeTaMH TaKOK CKiHYeHO. — [[OXMTaB TrOjIOBOO 1 MOXKOYPHB CHTapeTy
uepe3 BikHo. Kapmoni Hi6u posmonosunuBCs. Moro cioBa i BumHKH Gymu
OpUpOIHI TUTbKU st yactuu Kapmoni (aktuBHoro “s”). Jpyra yactuna
Kapwmoni (pedrextrrre “st”) crioctepiraiia 3a IepIIor0 3 yCe Iy »KUHM MTOIHBOM.

— 1o s Bu He Kaxere ompasy? — 3MMBYBABCsI TAKCUCT. — OCh CIIPOOYITE MOIX.

Kapmozi noauBuBCs Ha pO3KPUTY MAYKy B TAKCHCTOBIH py1i,

— [Mamute “Kynz”, tak?

— Tinbky ix, — 3aneBHUB TakcHCcT. — “Kyn3” i3 gpiOkol0 MEHTOIy Tak
CMaKYIOTh, SIK HIiKOJIH.

Kapmoai BBiunuBO iMiTyBaB monuB. B3sB mauky, BugoOyB “uIBAX y
JIOMOBUHY" 13anayuB. TaKCUCT, TOCMIXatO4KCh, TUBUBCS HA HHOTO B I3€PKAJIO
3aJIHBOTO orsity. Kapmoi 3artsrHyBcsi, 300pa3uB Ha 00IMYYi 33]I0BOJICHHS,
MOBOJTi i 3 HACOJIOAOI0 BUITYCTHB AWM.

— Oro! — ckazaB BiH. — TyT mock gomimrane!
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The driver nodded sagely.

"A lot of us Kool smokers think so. . . . Here we are, sir. The Waldorf-
Astoria."

Carmody paid and began to step out. The cabby leaned back, still
smiling.

"Hey, mister,” he said. "How about my Kools?"

"Oh!" Carmody said. He gave back the pack. He and the cabby smiled at
each other. Then thecabby droveoff and Carmody stood infront of theWaldorf-
Astoria.

He was wearing a sturdy Burberry topcoat. He could tell this by reading
the label, which, instead of being inside the collar, was sewn securdy to the
outside of his right sleeve. Now that he looked, he saw that all his labds were
outside: anyone could tell that he had on a Van Heusen shirt, a Countess Mara
necktie, a Hart, Schaffner & Marx suit, Van Camp socks, and Lloyd & Haig
cordovans. Upon his head was a Borsolino made by Raimu of Milan. His
hands were encased in deerskin glovesfrom L. L. Bean. Hiswrist was covered
by a sdf-winding chronometer (Audemars Piccard) which had a dlide rule, a
timer, an elapsed-timeindicator, a calendar, and an alarm; all thisin addition to
keeping time within a guaranteed accuracy of plus or minus six seconds a
year.

Finally, he smelled faintly of Oak Moss men's cologne from Abercrombie
& Fitch.

Heconsideredit afairly good outfit, though by no meansfirst-rate. It would
pass muster, but he expected more of himsdf. He was ambitious, he planned
to move up, he expected to become the sort of man who serves Chivas Regal
on days other than Christmas, wears Brooks Brothers shirts, blazers from F.
R. Tripler, uses Onyx after-shavelotion by Lentheric, dlipsinto Country Warmer
jackets by Paul Stuart. . . .

But he would need a class A-AA-AAA Consumer Rating for goods like
those, instead of his commonplace B-BB-AAAA which a mishap of birth had
stuck him with. He needed that rating! Wasn't he good enough? Why, damn it,
at Stanford hed been first in his class in Consumer Techniques! His Use-
Index for three years now had been in the ninetieth percentilel His car, a
Dodge Ferret, was immaculatel He could cite other examples.

Why hadn't they moved him up?

Was it possible that they did not have their eye on him?

Carmody quickly put such heretical thoughts out of his mind. He had more
immediate concerns. Today he had a thankless task before him. What he had
to do in the next hour might well cost him his job, in which case he would be
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TakcucT KMBHYB 3 TIOBRXKHICTIO CXIIHOTO MYApPELs.

— Bci mu, mobuteni “Kyns”, BBaxkaemo Tak camo... Ock MU i npuixai,
cep. “ Yonmopg-Acropist”.

Kapmoi po3paxyBaBcs ¥ moyaB BUXOIUTH. TAKCHUCT, 1 1ajli yCMiXarOuuCh,
BiIXMJIMBCS HA CITUHKY.

— I'eii, micTepe, — rykHYB BiH, — a Moi “Kyn3”?

— Ox! —noxonuecst Kapmoni. Bingas mauky i Tex MOCMiXHYBCSI TAKCHUCTY.
ABto Bix'ixano, a Kapmoni 3amummBcst cTositu nepen rorenem “ Yoimmpopd-
Actopis”.

Ha #ioro meuax Oyno godporue naiasro gipmu “bepoeppi”. [po 1e oapasy
MOBIZIOMIISIB APJMYOK, IPUILTUTHAHN HE ITi/I KOMipOM, a 30BH1, Ha TPaBOMY PyKaBi.
I BCi iHIIII IpIMYKY TaKOXK OyJIM HA30BHI: BCIM 0Jpa3y B 1aJio B OKO, 1[0 COPOUKA
B Kapmoni Bix “Ban Toiizena”, kpaBatka Bin “I'paduni Mapu”, KocTioM Bix
“T'apra, llladuepa it Mapkca”, mkapnerku “Ban Kemmna”, uepeBuku
KopaoBchbKoi mikipu Big “Jlnoitna i Xeiira”. Ha ronosi kamentox “ 6opcomnino”,
BUTOTOBJICHUH y Paiimy 3 Minana. Pyku obmsranu 3aminesi pykasui Bin JI.
JI. Bina. 3an’ sscTok mpHUKpaiiaB caMoHakpyTHui xporometrp (“Omemap
ITikkap”), a 3apa3oM KalbKyIsATOp, TaliMep, cymMaTop 4acy, KajJeHzaap,
OyIMIIBHUK — 1 BCE 1I€ 3 TAPAaHTOBAHOIO TOYHICTIO TUTIOC — MiHYC HIICTh CEKYH/T
Ha PiK.

Jo Toro x Bix Kapmonui Bisisio ClIaOKUM 3amiaXxoM 4YO0JIOBIYOTO OJICKOJIOHY
“ NyooBuit Mmox” ¢ipmu “ Abepkpom6bi Ta ®pity”. Bece Ha HbOMY LIJIKOM
MPUCTOIHE, X04a, 0e3MePEeUHO, He CIIPaBXKHIl UK. PIBHIO BiAMOBIAAE, Ta Bij
cebe BiH crojiBaBcsl OUIBIIOr0. AJKE BiH YECTONIOOHUI, X04€ POCTH,
CHoniBaeThCs OyTH cepell THX, 1110 MaroTh iKpy Ha CTOMI He TUTbKU Ha Pi3aBo,
o HocATh copouku Bin “BpariB Bpykc”, cnoptuBHi kyprouku Big “®. P.
Tpimnepa”, miciist romiHHS KOPHCTYIOThCS JochiioHoM “Onike” Bix “ JlenTepika”
1 HaIATar0Th KypTKHU “ MUCTUBCHKII KoMdopt” Tinbku Big “Ilona Ctroapra”...

Ta st TakuX MTYYOK Tpebda BUOUTHCS B KaTEropito COKHBadiB A-AA-
AAA, 3amicth niepeciunoi kateropii B-BB-AAAA, 1o sikoi BiH MaB HeIacTs
HAJIEKATH Yepe3 CBOE CKPOMHE NOXO/KeHHs. oMy koHue Tpeba BubuTHCS
Buiuii pospsial Lo, Bin ripmii 3a iHmux? Bin xe, xaii iomy 0ic, Ha CBOEMY
Kypci y CreHdopai OyB HepinM 3 TEXHIKH CIIOKUBaHHs! Yke TpH poku Horo
CroXKHUBiHIEKC TPUMAEThCS HA PiBHI 1eB’ sHOCTa Bincorkis! Moro mimysus,
“ Homx-Depper”, sk 3 rojouku! Bin mMir HaBecTH i 1HII JOKa3H.

Taxk yomy x iomy He miButmmM kareropito? [1lo, He momivann? He Oauwmu?
Taxe epernune npumymierHs Kapmosi onpa3y BUKHHYB 3 To10BH. bo & y Hboro
OyB 3HauHO MWIBHIIIKI Ki10omiT. ChOTOHI BiH 3BayKUBCS Ha PU3UKOBAHY Pid.
HacrynHa roquHa Moryia KOIITYBaTH MOMY TIOCA U 1 MiCIlsl B3aralii, a Toji BiH

201



Chapter 25

relegated to the empty-faced ranks of the proletarian users of Irregular Oriental
Merchandise Seconds (IOMS).

It was still early, but he needed fortification for theordeal ahead. He walked
into the Men's Bar of the Waldorf.

He caught the bartender's eye. Quickly, before the man could speak,
Carmody said, "Hey, friend, do it again." Thefact that the man had not doneit
for him previously, and therefore, technically, could not do it again, was of no
significance.

"Hereyou go, Mac," the bartender said, smiling. "Ballantine's got the deep-
brewed flavor and the taste that's right."

Carmody knew that he should have said that himsdf. He had been caught
napping. He sipped his beer thoughtfully.

"Hey, Tom?'

Carmody turned around. There was Nate Steen from Leonia, New Jersey,
an old friend and neighbor, drinking a Coke.

"It's funny,” Steen said, "but did you ever notice? Things go better with
Coke."

Carmody was caught without a line. He drained off his beer at a gulp and
called to the bartender, "Hey, friend, do it again!" It was a poor expedient, but
better than nothing at all. "What's new?"' he asked Steen.

"Wifé's gone on vacation. She decided to come on down to Miami and
sneak a week via American Airways, number one to the sun."

"That'sgreat," Carmody said. "l just sent Hden to Nassau; and if you think the
Bahamas are lovely from the air, wait until you land. And do you know, | was
asking her just theother night why, in thisfast-moving world of ours, would anyone
want to take the time for an ocean voyage to Europe? And she said—"

"Niceidea," Steeninterrupted. Hehad a perfect right, of course; the Holland-
American bit was entirely too long for verisimilitude. "Now me, | thought I'd
pack us all off to Marlboro Country."

"Finethought," Carmody said, "after all—"

"—you really doget alot tolikeinaMarlboro,” Steenfinished (hisprivilege:
he had begun the plug).

"Sure," Carmody said. Hastily he slopped down his beer and called out,
"Hey, friend, do it again! Ballantine beer!" But he knew that he wasn't holding
up his end. What on earth was wrong with him? For this very moment, this
particular situation, therewas an obligatory dialogue. But he couldn't remember,
he couldn't seem to find it. . ...
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BHJICTUTH y O€3JIMKi PSAM CHOKWUBAILKUX MapiiB, y xateropito HTCP-2
(HecTaHIapTHI TOBAPH CXIJHOTO PUHKY, TATYHOK 2-if).

Byno me 3apano, a mepen tum BunpoOyBanHsM Kapmoni ciix Oyio
nigkpinutucs. Bin 3aiimos y 6ap “ Actopii”, nepexonus norsig 6apmena. Toi
He BCTHT 1 poTa po3KpHUTH, K Kapmosi rykHyB:

— [NoBToOpH, npyxel

Te, 110 HioMy Iie HE HAJIMBAJIM, OTXKE, IIOBTOPUTH aXK HiSK HE MOIIIU, HE
OpaJtocst 10 yBar.

—Cipnaii, Maky, —cka3aB 6apMeH rocMixarouuch. —Och TBil “ baymanraiin” .
Apomar i miHa JyIs ClIpaBKHBOT0 MYXYHUHH!

3ackoumnu 3HeHarpka! Kapmoni cam noBuHeH OyB 1ie ckazaru! Jlo muBa
B35IBCSI [IOXHIOIUIEHU .

— Teit, Tome!

Kapmoni o3upnygcs. JlaBHiit npusitens i cyciga Heitr Crin 3 Jleonii, mrat
Hr1o-/Ixxepci, muB Koiy.

— Kymenno, — ckazaB CriH, — ane T 3BepHYB yBary? Koma — 3amopyka
yenixy! Pamky!

3unoBy Kapmoi micikiu 6e3 rauka! OHUM AyXOM BiH BUXWJIUB CBOE TTUBO
1 TYKHYB OapMEHOBI:

—Teit, mpy»xe, nosropu! — XKamorigauii xia, ane kparie, Hix Hidoro. — [1lo
HOBOro?—3anutas BiH y CTiHa.

—XKinka nmoganacst B Matiami. Ha TvxaeHb COHIIS i MOpPSI — ONTMCKaBHYHHMA
petic mpomnonye “ AmepikeH-Epyeiiz”!

— Yynosoi! s coto ['enen BigicmaB y Haccay, — minrpumas Kapmomi. —
CimeliHOi yHUKHeII IpaMu, TIOCIaBIIM KiHKY Ha baramu! A 3Haemi, sikoch
yBedepi s 3armuTaB ii, UM BapT Y HAIIOMY IIBUAKOIUIMHHOMY CBiTi MapHYBaTH
Yac Ha TIaBaHHS B €Bpomy? A BOHA KaXe...

— ...pekpacHa iges! — nepexonus CriH. Bin MaB Ge3nepeuny pariro, 60
pekiamHe racio [omraHachbko-AMepUKaHChKOI KOMMAaHI Ui KBaBOTO i
HEBUMYILIEHOTO IOETNHKY OyIno 3a/10Bre. — ToX Kpalie BaM, IpyKHHI i TiTM,
NOXHUTH B MapinbOopcbkoMy CBiTi!

— Cnymna gymka! — motknyBes Oyno Kapmoni. — 3pemtoro. ..

— ... Mapns6opo € 4nm 3axorumoBatucs! — He 1aB gokinunty Crin. Moro
MPaBO: BiH 3aPOIIOHYBAB TEMY.

— Apxex! — ckazas Kapmoni. [Toxanmem BUXWIMB HBO i TYKHYB: — [eid,
npusitento, nopropu! [ueo “BamnanTaitn”! — Ta BimuyBaB yxe, 110 MO3UILIT
fioro ocnabmu. [le x BiH, y Oica, xubuts? Came 3apas, B Takiii cUTyaIlii cIij
Oyno mingrpumaru giayior. Ane KapMoni HIlo He criajaio Ha JyMKY, CJIOBa
HeMoOB MoBTiKanu. A CTiH, CHOKIHHWH, BIIEBHEHUH, MPOJAEMOHCTPYBaBIIN
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Steen, calm and collected with new improved ice-blue Secret clinging to his
hairy armpits, cametoit first.
"With our wives away," he chuckled, "we get to do the wash."

Beaten to the punch! Carmody could do no morethanto string along. "Yeh,"
he said. He gave a hollow laugh. "Remember that stuff about 'my wash is
whiter than yours?"

Both menindulged in scornful laughter. Then Steen looked at his shirt, looked
at Carmody's shirt, frowned, raised his eyebrows, opened his mouth, portrayed
disbelief, incredulity, amazement.

"Hey!" Steen said. "My shirt is whiter than yours!"

"Gee, soit ig!" Carmody said, not bothering to look. "That's funny. We used
the same mode of washing machine set for the same cycle. And we also used
the same bleach . . . Didn't we?"

"l used that Clorox stuff," Steen said cardessly.

"Clorox," Carmody said thoughtfully. "Yeah, that's gotta be it! My bleach
was too weak!"

He portrayed mock exasperation while Steen feigned triumph. Carmody
thought of ordering another beer, but he hadn't enjoyed thelast two. He decided
that Steen was too quick for him.

Carmody paid for the beers with his American Express credit card
and then continued to his office, which was on the fifty-first floor of
666 Fifth Avenue. He greeted his fellow workers with democratic
camaraderie. Several people tried to involve him in their gambits, but
he ignored them. Carmody knew that his situation, life-positionwise,
was desperate. He had thought about his alternatives all last night.
Worry had brought om an acute migraine and an upset stomach, and
he had almost missed the Charleston contest. But his wife, Helen (who
hadn't really gone on vacation), had given him an Alka-Seltzer, which
had fixed him up in ajiffy, and they had gone as planned and had taken
first prize thanks to Alka-Seltzer. But the problem had remained. And
when Helen told him, at three in the morning, that Tommy and little
Tinker had had 32 percent fewer cavities this year over last, he had
replied, "Do you know . . . I'll bet it's the Crest!" But his heart hadn't
been in it, although it had been sweet of Helen to feed him the line.

He knew that no wife could feed her husband enough lines to make any
real difference. If you wanted to advance in the Consumer Ratings, if you
wanted to show yourself worthy of the things that counted in life—a Tech-
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HOBICIHBKI CHDKHO-OJIaKUTHI TITHUKH (ipmu “ Cikpit” i CBOIMH BOJIOXaTHMHU
naxBaMH, epIINii 3MiHUB TAKTHKY:

— Komu npyxnHu Hemae BIOMa, — XUXHUKHYB BiH, — JJOBOAUTHCS TPaTH
OUIM3HY caMoMy.

Vnap y constane cruterinas! Kapmoni 3anumminocst TinbKy PBOHYTH BITEpe.

—Yom Ou i HI? — cKazaB BiH, CHIIyBaHO MOCMIXHYBIIUCH. — [Ipuramyemn
KymuieTd: “ Most copouka OUTICTIO 3acCITiIUIOE TBOKO!” ?

SAxuiick yac BOHM DITYy3yBaJIH 1 KITWIIN OJIMH 3 OTHOTO, a 1oTiM CTiH MOPiBHSB
MaH)XETH IXHIX COpPOYOK, HaXMYpPHUBCS, 3BiB OpOBH JIOTOpH, PO3KPHB POTA,
IMITYIOUH [TOJIMB 1 HEOBIP' S1.

—T'eit! — BUrykHYB BiH. — A MOsI copouka Taku Oimimal

— Taku Bxe i Tak! — o3BaBcsi Kapmoni, He moTypOyBaBIINCh HaBiTh
DIstHYTH. —CMinHO! Y Hac OMHAKOBI IPaiibHI MallliHA 3 OTHAKOBOIO TIPOTrPaMOIO.
I BinOurOBay ToOM camuii... o, Hi?!

— 4 xopucryrocs “ Kiopokcom”, — Hendano kunys Ctid. — Pamky!

—“Knopokc”, —3amucieno 3itxayB Kapmogi. — Ock Bono 110! 1o x, miit
BinOLIIOBaY MeHe miBiB!

Kapmoni 300pasuB posnay, a CTiH 3irpaB Ha rydax MmepeMOXXHHA MapIl.
Kapmoni mogymas, uu He 3aMOBHTH 1€ MHBO, ajie i MoIepenHi 1Ba KyxJi
Hiomy He cmakyBasn. Ta i CTiH sik cynepHUK OyB Homy He 1o 3ydax. Kapmoni
pO3paxyBaBcs 3a MMBO KPSUTHOK KapToukoro “ AMepikeH Excripec” i momaBcs
B CBOIO KOHTOpY Ha 51-if moBepx, IT'sTa aBeHto, 666. J[eMmokpaTH4HO, TO-
MPHUATENTLCHKH TPHUBITABCS 3 KOJETaMH, JEXTO HamaraBcsl BTATHYTH HOTO B
CBOI peKJIaMHi raMOiTH, IPOTe BiH yXuinBcst. Kapmori He Mir mo30yTrcs TyMKH,
110 HOTO CTAHOBHIIIE, MICIIE B )KUTTI, — XKatorigae. LlimiciHbKy MUHYITY Hi4 BiH
nepeOrpaB cBOi IAHCH BUOUTHUCS B JTIOAU. Baxki po3qymMu BUKITUKAIHU TiUTBKA
TOCTpY MITpeHb Ta po3Ja]] IUTyHKY, 1 BBEUepi BiH MaJIO HE CITI3HUBCSI HA KOHKYPC
gapnbcrona. Jloope, 1o Tenen (sika i He 30upayacs TXaTv BiAMOYHBATH)
Haroina Horo MUIMy4Ko Alka-3enbliep, 0 BMUTh 0aJbopicTh BUKIMKAE i
BeceuTh. OTKe, BOHH MIILUTH, SIK JOMOBIISIIHCS, 1 BATAHIFOBAJIH MEPIINH IPU3
— 3aBnsku Ajka-3enbuep! Ta TSKKi TyMKH He pO3BISIHCE. | Koy o TpeTii
ronuHi Houi ['enen ckasana fiomy, mo B TomMi i masienbkoi TiHHEp Kapiec
MPOTH MUHYJIOTO POKY 3MEHIIIMBCS Ha 32 BiJICOTKH, BiH Bi/IMOBIB:

— A 3Hae... Jlanen 3aknactucs, mo 1e 3yoHa macra “Kpect”! — Ta mgymi
Horo 1ie He 3irpiyio, xoua 3 60Ky ['eieH Oyo aysKe MIJIO ITiIKa3aTH oMY TaKHii
Xig.

BiH 3HaB, 1110 HisKA YKIHKA HISIKUMHM XOIAMH HE MOYKE 3HAYHO ITOCYIINTHA OOMOBI1
TIO3HMITIT YOJIOBIKa. SIKITIO XO4YeTe JOMOITHCS YCIixXy B 3MaraHHi CIIOKUBAYIB, SIKILIO
XOUeTe TMoKa3aTh cebe BapThM He MOTIoXy, a Peueit, [1lo Mators Ha Ilpomy Caiti
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built Swiss-type chalet deep in the Untrammel ed Wilderness of Maine, for
example, and a Porsche 91 1S, which people who considered themselves a
breed apart purchased, and an Ampex for people who couldn't be bothered
with anything less than the best . . . well, if you wanted that sort of thing,
you had to deserveit. Money wasn't enough, social position wasn't enough,
simpleminded perseverance wasn't enough. You had to provethat you really
were of that Breed Apart for whom those goods were intended. You had
to risk everything in order to gain everything.

"By jingo!" Carmody said to himsdlf, striking his right fist into the palm of
his left hand, "l said I'd do it and | will do it!" And he boldly advanced to the
door of Mr. Liebermann, his boss, and boldly threw open the door.

The room was empty. Mr. Liebermann had not arrived yet.

Carmody entered the office. He would wait. His jaw was tight, his lips
were compressed, and three vertical lines had appeared between his eyes. He
fought to keep himsdlf under control. Ubermann would be here any moment.
And when he came, Tom Carmody would say to him, "Mr. Liebermann, you
could have mefired for this but you've got bad breath." He would pause. "Bad
breath.”

How smpleit seemed in contemplation, how difficult in execution! Yet till, a
man must stand up, must fight for cleanliness and its extensions, must scramblefor
advancement. At this very moment, Carmody knew, theeyes of thosehalf-legendary
figures, the Manufacturers, were on him. If he were found worthy ...

"Morning, Carmody!" said Liebermann, striding long-legged into the room.
He was hawk-faced and handsome; his temples were streaked with gray, a
mark of privilege. His horn-rimmed glasses were a full three centimeters wider
than Carmody's.

"Mr. Liebermann,” Carmody began in a quavering voice, "you could have
me fired for this—"

"Carmody," the boss said, his diaphragmatic voice cutting through
Carmody's weak chest tones as a Personna surgical-steel blade cuts
through flab, "today | have discovered the most amazing mouthwash.
Scope, it is called. | believe my breath will be sweet for hours and
hours."

Carmody gave anironic smile. What afantastic coincidence! The boss had
lucked into the very mouthwash that Carmody had been about to recommend.
Andit had worked! No longer did Mr. Liebermann's breath smell like agarbage
pit after a heavy rain. Now it was kissing-sweet (for girls, of course; Carmody
himsdf was not interested in that sort of thing).

"Ever hear of it?' Liebermann asked, and then | eft the of fice without waiting
for an answer.
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Cnparxaio Lliny, sik, Hanmpukoiaz, mBekiiapcebkoro mane Gipmu “ Tex” y HETOpKaHUX
HeTpsix mraty MeH abo nmimysuna [lope-911, sikum Binaarots nepesary Jlromnm,
Sxi Beaxators Cebe Cimro 3emti, a Takox Ciumo Coni, 1 10 SIKHX HaBiTh He
MIJICTyNaiCs 3 YUMOCh MEHIIIMM, HDK HAWKPAIIIE... TAK OT, SIKIIO BH XOYETE MATH
pedi Takoro Kiacy, TO CIiJ JOBECTH, IO BH iX rigni. CaMux rpomeil — 3amaro,
coliajibHe CTAaHOBUILIE — HE 3apaJliTh, MPOCTa HAIMOIENIUBICTh — TEX HIUOTO He
nactb. Bam citiyt joBect, 110 By cami Hasexkute 710 Kactu OOpanux, siki BMitOTh
yce MOCTaBUTH Ha KapTy, a MOTIM yce 3700yTH OTHHM YIapoM.

— Ynepen! — ckazaB cam co0i Kapmoni, BiapuBIIm KyJakoM MpaBHIli 00
By J1oMoHI0. SIK TTOKaB, Tak i Oyze! I BiH repoiuHO pymuB 0 1Bepel MicTepa
KO6epmanna, cBoro 6oca, ¥ TepoidyHO BiTUUHUB iX.

KaGiner OyB mopoxniii. Mictep FOGepmann mie He mpuiimoB. Kapmoni
3aiiimoB y kouTopy. [Touekae! lenenw 3iiruieHi, ryOu CTUCHYTI, MixK OpoBamMu
3aJISITIIM TPU BEPTUKANIBHI 3MOpIIKH. ['0noBHE — He po3kucHyTH. FOOepMaHH
3’ IBUTHCS 3 XBUJIMHU Ha XBUJIMHY. A KO BiH 3’ iBUThcs. Tom Kapmoni ckaxe
romy: “Micrepe FOOepmaHH, 3a 11€ BY, 3BUYaHO, MOXETE BUTYPUTH MEHE Ha
BYJIMIIIO, aJie¢ MYIIy CKa3aT, 10 Y BaCc TXHE 3 pora”, 1 MiCis May3u IIe pa3
orak: “Txne 3 pora!”.

Y nyMKax yce 37a€ThCs MPOCTO, ayie sik BOHO Oyne Hacrpasii! Ta Bce xk
rmopa po3irHyTHCs, OOPOTHCS 3a BIPOBAPKEHHS HAWOCTAHHIIIMX 3/00yTKIB
ririenu, mpodusaty nutsax goropu! I i€l muti Kapmoni BiquyBaB Ha co0i morsian
OTHX JIEreHIapHUX roctateii —[IpoMuUCITOBIIIB, 1 SKIIIO BiH HE OCOPOMHUTH CE0E. ..

— Sk cs maete, Kapmoni! — kunyB FOOepMmaHH, CATHUCTE CTyHarouu B
koHTOpY. KpaceHs 3 opimHuM npodisieM, CKpOHi TOPKHYTI CHBUHOIO — IUTSXETHA
O3HaKa BUCOKOro ctaHoBwia. OKyIsipd 3 POroBOIO OMPABOIO HA LIUTHUX TPH
CaHTUMETPH MHpIi, HiX y Kapmogi.

— Micrepe KOGepmann, — HerleBHUM ToocoM movaB Oyno Kapmoni, — 3a
II€ BH, 3BUYANHO, MOKETE...

—Kapmoyti, — ypsas itoro 6oc. oro BieBHeHuit rpyaHuii 6apuToH 06pi3as
cnabeHbKUH (abLeT miIenIoro, K Xipypriunuii ckasipnens ¢ipmu “Ilepconn”
BiITHMHAE OC3)KUBHI TKaHWHM. — KapMoi, ChOTro/HI 51 BIIKPUB JIMBOBUKHUI
3yonmit enikcup! HasuBaerncs “Ckoyn”! 'apanTye apomaTHe OTuXaHHS
npoTaroM mijoi noou! Pamxky!

Kapmoni iponiuno nocmixayBest. @antactiuynuii 36ir! BocoBi mommactuiio
HATpallUTH caMe Ha TOW 3yOHWU enikcup, sikuii Kapmoni 30upaBcs iomy
nopexomeHyBatu. | epekr Hesanepeunuii. 3 pora mictepa KOGepManHa Bike He
CMEpALIO, SK 3 BUTPIOHOI SIMU TICHS 37MBH. Tenep Ha HhOTO YEKaIH CONOJIKI
MOLUTYHKH (TiBYaTOK, 3BiCHO, —cam KapMoJIi 1o TaKuX pedeid MoTsry He BiT4yBaB).

— Uysanu nipo 1eit enikeup? — 3anuraB FOOepMaHH 1, HE YeKaround Ha
BIJINIOBI/b, BUHIIIOB 3 KaOiHETY.
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Carmody smiled even more ironically. He had failed again. And yet, he
could fed an unmistakable sense of rdlief at thefailure. Executive consumption
was terribly trying, fantastically wearing. It was proper for a certain kind of
man; but perhaps he was not that kind. Suppose he had made it? He could
sense even now the regrets with which he would have given up his fifty-
eighth-percentile consumption artifacts— his Raleigh coupons, his pigskin suede
cap, hislight-up Christmastie, his Executive"Quick-Trip" Business Casemade
of Skai, his KLH Modd 24 stereo music system, and particularly his Lakdand
top-of-the-line coat of imported, soft, supple New Zealand Sueded shearling
with the framed collar and lapels. And he would have had to dispose of all the
rest of his dear, familiar objects as well.

"Sometimes things just work out right even when you think they're going
wrong," Carmody said to himsdlf.

"They do? Just what in hdl are you talking about?' Carmody replied to
himsdf.

"Ohmy God," Carmody said to himsdf.

"Yeah," Carmody's sdf answered Carmody. "Acclimatized alittle too quickly,
didn't you?'

The two Carmodys looked at each other, compared notes and reached a
conclusion. They coalesced.

"Seethwright!" Carmody shouted. "Get me out of herel”

And Seethwright, that faithful man, did just that.

Chapter 26

With his usual punctuality, Seethwright sent him into another of Earth's
probability-worlds. The transition was somewhat faster than instantaneous. It
was sorapid, infact, that timebecame ever so slightly retrograde, and Carmody
had the eerie experience of giving a response before receiving the requisite
stimulus. That was a contradiction, of course, avery small one, but still illegal.
Seethwright took care of it by a standard obliteration procedure, and no one
bothered to report it to the proper authorities. Its effect was nil except for the
wear and tear on the space-time continuum, which Carmody didn't even notice.

Carmody found himsdlf in asmall town. Superficially, therewasno problem
of identification; this town was, or purported to be, Maplewood, New Jersey.
Carmody had lived here between the ages of three and eighteen. This was his
home, insofar as he had a home anywhere.

Or, more precisdly, this was his home if it was what it seemed to be. But
that remained to be proven.
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[Mocwmimka Kapmoni crana mie iponiunima. Bin 3HOBY 3a3HaB mopasku,
Ta 4OMYyChb Bix Hei oMy crtamno serme. CBIT COKHBAaHHS BHSBUBCS
XKaxJINBUM, paHTaCTUYHO BTOMJIIMBUM. MOXe, KOMYCh 1 BEIEThCSl B HBOMY,
sk pubi B Boji, Ta Kapmonui, MaOyTs, i3 iHmIoro ticta. Hy, ckazaB Ou BiH
cBoe? I Toni #iomy kxayib Oyino O po3mporiatucs 3 ¢cBoiM 85-BijCOTKOBUM
CIIOKMBYMM cepTudikaToM, a 3apa3 3 TadoHamu Peiini, 3aMIIeBUM Keri,
kpaBatkoto ¢pipmu “Kpictmac”, aumiomarom “ KBik-Tpin” ¢ipmu “Cxkait”,
crepeodonikom Moxacni KIH-24, a mHaaTo 3 nmoHaldMOIHINIOTO0 KPOIO
IMIIOPTHUM, M’ IKUM HOBO3€NaHJICBKUM KOXXYIIKOM Qipmu “Jleiiknena” i3
majaeBUM KOMipoM. A 1ie goBemocss 6 mo30yTucs BCiX iHIIUX, TaKHUX
3BUYHUX 1 MIJIMX CEPLIO peuei.

— Yacom i Hemacta gonomoxke! — ckazaB cam cobi Kapmoni.

— Cnpasnui? [1po 1o Take TH y JiJibKa TOBOPHIN? — caM JI0 ceOe 3aruTaB
Kapmoni.

— Tocriomu! — orsimuiiock akrtuBHe “s” Kapmogi.

— Amxex! — Binnosinio pedaekrusue “s” Kapmoni. — 3aHaaTO MIBUIKO
aKJIiMaTH3yBaBCs, Y4 HE TaK?

Oo6uea KapMosi IIstHYIIH OJJMH OJJHOMY B Bii, ITiIOVJIH ITICYMKH i TiAIIITH
sroau. Bonu 3’ etHanucs.

— Cirpaiite! — kpuknyB Kapmoni, — 3abepits MeHe 3Biacu!

I, BipHMit cBoiM 000B’ s1i3kaM, CiTpaiiT BUKOHAB ITPOXaHHS.

Pozoin 26

Sk 3aB>xy, CiTpaldT CyMITIHHO ITepeHic Horo Ha HACTYIHY 3 IMOBIPHHX 3eMellb.
[{poro pa3y nepemilieHHsl CTajiocs HaBiTh IMIBUJIIIE, HDK YMUTh, — TaK CTPIMKO,
110 Yac Jieb BisicTaB Bij camoro cebe, i Kapmoni BumoBuB “ron!” panime, Hixx
oMy 3aBJIaJiil pEKBI3UTHOTO IITypxaHna. OTike, MocTaja CyrnepedHicTh, — 3BICHO,
HEBEJINYKA, Ta BCE K Hemo3BorieHa. CiTpaidT BAaBCs JI0 3BUYaHICIHBKOI B TAKHX
BHUIAJIKaX MiTYUCTKY, ajIe HIXTO TaK 1 He JIaB co01 KJIOMOTY JIOMOBICTH TIPO BCE
HavanbcTBy. OOilinniocs 0e3 HacmiakiB, Xi0a M0 TPOIIKH MPOTEPCs 4aco-
MPOCTOPOBUI KOHTHHYYM, Ta KapMoii 1bOro HaBiTh HE IIOMITHB.

Bin onuHMBCA B MalioMy MicTeuky. BmisHaru #oro, Ha mepIuiuii morisa,
Oyno He Baxko: e OyB abo x mMaB Oyru MeiinnByn, mrar Hoero-/Ixepci.
Kapmoni kuB TyT 3 TppOX 0 BiCIMHAALIATH POKiB. Tak, ocb HOro AiM, SKIIO B
HBOTO B3arai Jie-HeOynb OyB JiM.

A00, TouHiIIe, 11¢ OyB HOTO JTiM, SIKITIO BiH CIIpaBii OyB TUM, UMM 37aBaBCS.
Brache, 11e i Hanexao nepeBipuTH.
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Chapter 26

He was standing on the corner of Durand Road and Maplewood Avenue,
at the upper end of the town. Straight ahead was the shopping center. Behind
him were suburban streets rich in maple, oak, chestnut, eém, dogwood, and
others. On his right was the Christian Science reading room. On his left was
therailroad station.

"How now, voyager?' said a voice near his right thigh.

Carmody looked down and saw that he was carrying a fair-sized transistor
radio. This, he knew at once, was the Prize.

"So you've come back," Carmody said.

"Back? | never left.”

"I didn't seeyou inthelast probability-world."

"That's because you weren't looking very hard," the Prize said. "l was in
your pocket in the form of a badly forged denarius.”

"How am | supposed to know that?" Carmody inquired.

"All you have to do is ask," the Prize said. "I am metamorphic by nature,
and unpredictable even to mysdf. But you know that. Must | announce my
presence each and every time we go somewhere?"

"It would help,” Carmody said.

"My pride would not allow such anxiety-ridden behavior," the Prize said
firmly. "l answer when called; when not called, | do not assume that my
presence is required. It was quite obvious that you didn't need mein the last
probability-world. Thereforel took theopportunity to go to Sloklol's Restaurant
for a decent feed, and then to the Haganicht Proparium to have my hide dry-
cleaned, and then to Varindl's Solar Beacon Pub for a few drinks and a chat
with a friend who happened to be in the neighborhood, and then to—"

"How could you have done all that?' Carmody asked. "l wasn't in that
world for over half an hour."

"l told you that our duration-flows are quite dissimilar," the Prize said.

"Yes, so you did. . . , But whereabouts are those places?’

"That would take quitealittlewhileto explain,” the Prize said. "As a matter
of fact, it's easier to go there than to explain how to go there. Anyhow, they're
the wrong kind of places for you."

"Why?"

"Wl . . . thereare many reasons. But to cite only one, you would disapprove
of the food eaten at the Solar Beacon Pub."

"I've already seen you eat orithi," Carmody reminded the Prize.

"Yes, of course. But orithi are an infrequent delicacy, morsels to be eaten
once or twice in a lifetime. Whereas at the Solar Beacon Pub we Prizes and
related species eat our staple subsistence diet.”

"And what is that?'
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Kapmoni crosiB Ha po3si Hiopan-poyn ta MeWniBya-aBeHIO B TOpIilIHiN
YacTUHI MiCTa, IPOCTO Mepel] HUM — TOPTOBHI LEHTP, 32 CIMHOIO — BYJHYKH
MePeAMICTSI, 00CaPKEHI KJIeHaMU, y0aMH, KalllTaHaM#, OepecTamMu, KU3UIOM
Ta iHmMME AepeBaMu. [1o mpaBy pyKy —unTanbHs “ XpUCTUSHCHKA HayKa” , TIO
JIBY — 3aJIi3HUYHA CTAHIIIS.

— Hy sk, ManapiBHHYE? — 3aMiUTaB ToJ0C OiIs HOro MpaBoro cTerHa.

Kapmoni rsiHyB yHH3 1 moGa4yuB y cBoill mpaBiil pymi cepenHix po3MipiB
TpaH3uCTOpHUH npuiiMad. Onpasy K yni3HaB y HboMy Burpaina.

— 3HaliloBcs HapemTi, — cka3aB Kapmori.

— 3naitmoscsa? A Hikyau He ryOuBCs.

— B ocrannpoMy cBiTi g TeOe He O6auuB.

—bBo He muBuBCH sk cmif. S nexkaB y TBOIH KUIIeH] y BUTTIS (DaIbIIMBOTO
JIHAPISL.

— 3Binku MeHi Oyno 3HaTH? — He 34aBaBca Kapmori.

— Mir mpocto noknukaTta. I MeramopgiuHUl 3a HaTyporo. 3MiHIOIOCH
HecIoiBaHO HaBiTh A camoro cebe. Tu x 3Haem. HeBxke MeHi CKpi3b i
KO)KHOTO pa3y OrojollyBaTH PO CBOIO IPUCYTHICTH?

— byno 6 3 pyku, — 3ayBaxkuB Kapmoni.

— A MeHI TiIHICTh HE T03BOJIsSIE HAB' I3yBaTUCS, — BiApyOaB Burpam.
— KitnuyTh — BIITYKYIOCh, @ KOJIM HE KJINUYTh — 3HAYUTh HE MOTPiOCH.
B ocranHboMy cBiTi s OyB TOOi 0e3 morpedbu. Tomy W ckopucTaBcs
HaroJI010 3aBiTaTH 10 pectopany Ciokiona, mob moicTu Tam sK CiiJ,
a mOTiM y mponapiym XaraHixta Ha XIMYUCTKY CBO€T WIKIpH, a MOTIM Y
muHoK Bapinenni “CoHsuHMA Mask’ MEepPEeXHJIUTH YapuyUHY 3
NpHUsATENeM, O AKpa3 JyuYuBCs HENOJAJiK, a MOTIM Y ...

— Sk i BCTHT CcTiNBbKU? — 3anuTaB Kapmoni. — B Tomy cBiTi st ipoOyB He
OUIBIIIE MTIBrOAUHKH.

— 41 Bke ka3aB TOOI, IO JIUIS HAC Yac TEUe MO-Pi3HOMY.

—Kasas... A ne x yci Ti 3aknanu?

— JloBryBare nosicHioBaTH, — cka3aB Burpaii, — Tymu seriue micratucs,
HDK po3TiIyMauyBaTh Jopory. Jlo Toro »x BOHU He i Tebe.

— Yomy?

—Hy... 3 6ararbox npuyuH. Xo4a 0 Tomy, o crpasu B “ CoOHTYHOMY MasiKy”
TOO1 HE CMaKyBaTUMYTh.

— 51 Bke OaumB, sk TH 1B OpiTi, — HaragaB Kapmori.

— Tak, mam’ siTaro. Ane opiti — genikarec. TakuM acyen pa3 abo JBivi B
*HTTi. A B “ CoHSIUHOMY MasiKy” BUTpaiiaM i OIM3bKUM JJO HUX BHIaM MOIAI0Th
Halll OCHOBHHI Xap4OBH IIPOJYKT.

— o came?
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"You wouldn't want to know," the Prize warned him.

"l do want to know."

"I know that you do want to know; but after you hear, you will wish that you
didn't know."

"Out withit," Carmody said. "What is your staple diet?"

"All right, Mr. Nosey," the Prize said. "But remember, you insisted upon
knowing. My staple diet is mysdf."

"Is what?"

"Mysdf. | said you wouldn't likeit."

"Your diet is yoursdf? You mean that you feast off your own body?"

"Precisdy."

"Damnit all," Carmody said, "aside from being repulsive, that'simpossible.
You cant live off yoursdf!"

"l canand | do," the Prize said. "And I'm quite proud of thefact. Morally, it
is an outstanding example of personal freedom."

"Butitjustisn't possible," Carmody said. "It violates thelaw of conservation
of energy, or mass, or something like that. It sure as hell violates some natural
law."

"That's true, but only in a specialized sense," the Prize said. "When you
come to examine the matter more closely, you can, | think, see that the
impossibility is more apparent than real ."

"What in hell does that mean?"

"I don't know," the Prize confessed. "It's the answer in all our textbooks.
Nobody ever questioned it before.”

"I want to get this straight,” Carmody said. "Do you mean that you actually
and literally eat portions of your own flesh?"

"Yes," the Prize said. "That's what | mean. Though you shouldn't confine it
solely to my flesh. My liver is atasty morsd, especially when chopped up with
a hard-boiled egg and a little chicken fat. And my short ribs have served me
well for a quick, casual sort of dinner; whereas my hams ought to be mild-
cured for several weeks before—"

"Enough," Carmody said.

"I'm sorry," the Prize said.

"But just tell methis: how can your body provide enough food for your body
(this soundsridiculous) throughout a lifetime?”

"Well," the Prize said thoughtfully, "for onething, I'm not aparticularly heavy
eater."

"Perhaps | haven't made mysdf clear,” Carmody said. "I mean, how can
you provide bulk for your body if you are simultaneously using that bulk to feed
your body with?"
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— Kpamie 6 T06i He 3HATH, — monepeanB Horo Burpar.

— A MeHi KOpPTHUTb.

—3Hato, 1110 TOO1 KOPTUTH, Ta KOJIM JI3HAEIICS, TO MOAYMAEII, IO JIIIIIE i
He 3HaTH HIKOJH.

— O6num, — Heteprsue ypBaB Kapmoni. — Tak uum T xapuyeuics?

— I'apasn, micrepe LlikaBwii, — 31aBcst Burpain, — ane nam’ staii: Ta cam
HAIpOocUBCs. 3ae0iblIe si CHOXKHUBAKO cam cede.

— o-mo0?

— Ce0e. S x mornepemKyBas, 10 ToOI He CIIOI00aEThCS.

— Tu xapuyemnics cam co6oro? Xodenr cka3aTH, IO TH icH BIacHE Tio?

— JIoCTEMEHHO TaK.

— o6 Tebe yopt yxonue! [lapma 110 THIKO, aie X 1ie i HeMoxIuBo! Sk
MOXHa IcTH caMoro cede?

— I Moxy, 1iM. | mumarocst um. 3 MOpaJIbHOTO OOKY 1€ SICKpaBHIA TTPUKJIAT
cBOOON OCOOUCTOCTI.

— AJie x 11e (i3u4HO HEMOXKIMBO, — rapstakyBaB Kapmogi. — Lle cynepeunTs
3aKOHaM 30epeXeHHs eHeprii, MaTepil i Takoro iHmoro. Sk AeHb OOXKHIA, SICHO,
IO 1€ CYMEepEYrTh X04 IKOMYCh 3aKOHOBI ITPHPO/IH.

— CnpaBeninBo, aje B Iy)Xe By3bKOMY PO3yMiHHi, — oBoAuB Burpamr. —
Koy po3nuBHUIICs MUIIBHIIIE, TO, CIIOAIBAOCS, ITOOAYHIII, 1110 HEMOXKITUBICTh
ictu cebe 3/1e0UIBIIOro MPOCTO ySIBHA.

— ToOro, B 0Oica, sk 1e?

— He 3nar, — npusHaBcs Burpam. — BignoBias € y BCix Hammx
MiIpydYHUKaX, Ta HIKOMY He Cl1aJajio Ha AyMKY Helo I[iIKaBUTHCS.

— 4 xouy niliTu 10 cyTi siBMIIA, — He BraBaB Kapmoni. — Tu Maenr Ha yBa3i,
[0 TH CIIPABi B MPSIMOMY 3HAUEHHI IIOTO CJIOBA iCH IIIMATKW CBOTO M’ sica?

— BracHhe, e s # Mato Ha yBa3i. Xoua He Tpeba OOMEKyBaTHCh CAMHM
M'acoM. Heabuska macoml s caMOixiB — BJIacHA NEe4YiHKa, HAATO
mociueHa 3 KpyTUM SIHIIeM 1 pUuIpaBieHa KypsSsauM KUpoM. A pedepisimu
s HAIBUIKY onyaHyto. OT cTerHa ciiif 3j1erka MpUMapuHYBaTH 3a Kijbka
THXKHIB Harepes.

— Toni! — ckpuBuBcst Kapmori.

— Hapyi.

— Twu U1l IOACHU Take. K MOYKE TBOE TLI0 3a0€3[1EYUTH JOCTATHBO TKI
1ust TBOro Tina (Hy # Kymenisi!) mpoTSTroM yChOro yKHTTS?

— Hy, — 3agymaBcs Burpam, — 3 ogHoro OOKy, s He Takuil yxe i
HeHaxepa.

— Moske, 5 cka3aB TpOXH HesCHO, — monpaBuBcsi Kapmoni. — S mato Ha
yBas3i, SIK TH Oyy€lI CBOE TiJIO, SIKIIO HOTOo Biipasy i COKUBAELI, 00 YUMOCh
JKUBUTH CBOE TLIO?
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"I'm afraid | don't quite understand that," the Prize said.

"Let metry again. | mean this: if you consume your flesh—"

"Andinfact | do," the Prize put in.

"If you consume your flesh, and utilize the product of that
consumption for the nutrition of that same flesh . . . Just a minute. If
you weighed fifty pounds—"

"In point of fact, on my home planet | weigh precisdy fifty pounds.”

"Excdlent! Wdll, then. If you weigh fifty pounds, and, over the course of,
let us say ayear, consumeforty pounds of yoursdf in order to support yoursef,
then what are you left with?”

"Ten pounds?' the Prize asked.

"Goddamn it, can't you see what I'm driving at? You simply cannot nourish
yoursdf on yoursdf for any length of time."

"Why can't 1?' the Prize asked.

"The Law of Diminishing Returns,” Carmody said, feeling lightheaded.
"Eventually there will be no more of you left for you to feed upon, and you
will die."

"l am quite aware of that," the Prize said. "But death is an inexorable fact,
as true and unavoidable for the sdf-eaters as for the other-eaters. Everything
and everybody dies, Carmody, no matter who or what it feeds upon.”

"You're putting me on!" Carmaody howled. "If you really did feed like that,
you'd be dead in a week."

"Thereareinsectswhoselifespanisbut asingleday,” the Prizesaid. "Actually,
we Prizes do rather well, longevity-wise. Remember, the more we consume,
theless of us thereis to be nourished, and the longer the remaining food lasts.
And timeis a great factor in autopredation. Most Prizes consume their future
whilein their infancy, thus leaving the actual corpus untouched until they have
comeinto their maturity."

"How do they consume their future?' Carmody asked.

"I can't explain how," the Prize said. "We simply do it, that's all. |, for
example, gobbled up my substance for the ages eighty through ninety-
two—senile years, by the way, which | wouldn't have enjoyed anyway.
Now, by rationing my intake of myself, | think | can make it to my late
seventies."

"You're giving me a headache," Carmody said. "And you're also making me
somewhat nauseous."

"Indead?' saidthe Prizeindignantly. " You'vegot ahdl of anervetofed nauseous!
You bloody butcher, how many animal sections haveyou consumed inyour lifetime?
How many defensdess apples have you gobbled, how many heads of Iettuce have
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— borocs, 1o 51 ¥ cam 10 J1aJy He po3yMito, — pu3HaBcs Burpari.

—IompoOyro 111e pas. 51 X0y BUSICHUTH TaKe: SIKITIO TH CIIOXKHUBAEIT BIACHY IUIOTh...

— Taxk s # pobmto, — yrounus Burpar.

— SIKII0 TV CHIOKMBAENT BIACHY TUIOTH 1 BAKOPHCTOBYEN MPOAYKTH I[HOTO
CTIIOXKMBAHHS JJIs1 K UBIICHHS Ti€T camoi TIoTi... [louekait XBuinHKy. SKio 6 T
BaXUB I ATACCT (QYHTIB...

—MaseHbke yTOUHEHHS: Ha PiTHIN MIaHEeTi s BaXKy SKpa3 I’ ATaecsIT QyHTIB.

— Uynoo! Tak OT: SKIIO TH BaXHII I ATAECAT (QYHTIB, a, CKaximo,
MPOTATOM POKY 3’ izaemt copok QyHTIB cebe 3 MEeTOI0 MIATPUMKH caMoro ceoe,
TO 1O 3 TeOe 3aIUIMIAETHCS?

— Hecars ¢yHTIB? — 3anuTaB Burparm.

— Yoptu 6 Tebe! He Gaumm, no voro s Beny? Tu K He MOXKEI rOIyBaTH
cede caMuM COOOI0 TPOTATOM SKOTOCh TPHUBAJIOTO 4acy.

— Yomy HE MOXKY?

— 3akon PerpecuBnoro O0iry, — HapewmTi cpopmyntoBaB Kapmoni,
MOJIETTLIEHO 3ITXHYBIIH. — 3PEIITOI0 B TeOe BiKe HE 3aJIMIINTHCS TIOKHUBH IS
cebe, i TH TIoMpeIl.

— Lle s 3Hat0, — 3aneBHUB Burpar, — Ta cMepTh — OIS HEMHHYYA, TaKa
K He3arepedyHa U HepOnaranHa s Camoinis, sk i s [amoinis. Bei i Bes
noMmuparoTs, Kapmogi, Gaiiyxe, KUM 1 UMM XTO XapUuyeThCS.

— Tu xenkyem 3 Mene! —3aBuB Kapmoni. — SJkOu T cripaBi cebe moinas,
TO 3a THXJICHb Y MOTHIIY O JIsiTaB.

— Jlesiki koMaxu >KUBYTh OJHICIHBKHH JeHb, — cka3aB Burpamr. — OTixe,
HaM, BUTpaIIaM, K O0auuIl, MOoTajJaHUIO, MU JIOBrOXKHTEN. 3aTsiM co0i, 1110
OLTBIIIe MU CIIOKMBAEMO, TO MEHIIIE HAC Tpeda royBaTH 1 Ha JOBIIIC BUCTAYaE
3amaciB TKi. A 4ac y caMoOiICTBi Bilirpae 3Ha4Hy poib. binbmiicTe BUTpaiiB
111e B IMTHHCTBI 3’ ia€ CBOoE MalOyTHE, 3aJTUILIAIOYH CBilf OpraHi3M HETOPKAaHUM
JI0 TIOBHOT'O BU3PiBaHHS.

— SIk e BoHM 3'inatoTh cBOE MailOyTHE?

— He moxy mosicuutu. [Ipocto 3'imaemo, i yce. 5, Hanmpuknaz, 3xep Te
CBOE TiJI0, sike O MOMIO OyTH B MEHE MK BICIMJECATHUM 1 JIeB’ THOCTO JAPYTHM
POKaMH MOT'O XHUTTS, — IIe, IO Pedi, BXKE CTapeudi JIiTa 1 pajiocTi BiJ HUX yxKe
Hisikoi. Temep, nmepeBiBIIM caMOCIIOKUBAaHHS Ha KAPTKOBY CUCTEMY, CTIOIBAIOCS
JOTSTTH JIO CIMJIECATH POKIB.

— B MeHe Bxe B TOJIOBI 3aMaKiTpHIIOCh, — cKa3aB KapMoai, — axx HyIUTH
TOYHHAE.

— Cnpaeni? — o6ypuscst Burpam. — Hy # nepsu! Hynutu! Kpooxkepumii
PI3HUKY, CKUTBKH Bipy0iB TBAPWUH MOTIMHYB TH 32 CBOE KUTTS ? CKIIBKHU 3Kep
6e300poHHHX A0MyK? CKINBbKY canaTty Oe3ayIIHO 3ipBaB Ha Tpsiai? MeHi, Oynb
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Chapter 27

you calloudy ripped fromtheir beds? | have eaten an occasional orithi, to besure;
but at Judgment Day you will haveto face theherds you have devoured. They will
stand befareyou, Carmody, hundreds of brown-eyed cows, thousands of defensdess
hens, endlessrows of gentlelittlelambs; to say nothing of theforests of raped fruit
trees and the acres of savaged gardens. | will pay for the orithi | have eaten; but
how will you ever atonefor the shrieking mounds of animal and vegetable lifethat
you have feasted upon? How, Carmody, how?"

"Shut up," Carmody said.

"Oh, very well," the Prize said sulkily.

"l eat because | must. It's part of my nature. That's all thereisto it."

"If you say so."

"l damned well do say so! Now will you shut up and let me
concentrate?"

"I won't say another word," the Prize said, "except to ask you what you are
trying to concentrate on."

"This place looks like my home town,” Carmody explained. "I'm trying to
decideif it really is or not."

"Surely that can't be so difficult,”" the Prize said. "I mean to say, one knows
one's own home town, doesn't one?"

"No. | never looked at it closdly whilel lived here, and | didn't think about it
much after | left."

"If you can't figure out what is your home and what is not," the Prize said,
"then no one can. | hope you reglize that."

"I redlize it," Carmody said. He began to walk slowly down Maplewood
Avenue. He had the sudden terrible feding that any decision he made would
be wrong.

Chapter 27

Carmody looked as he walked, and observed as he looked. It seemed like
the place he thought it should seem like. The Maplewood Theater was on his
right; today's featurewas The Saga of Elephantine, an Italian-French adventure
film directed by Jacques Marat, the brilliant young director who had given the
world deeply moving Song of My Wounds and the swiftly paced comedy Paris
Times Fourteen. On the stage, for a limited engagement only, was the new
vocal group, lakonnen and the Fungi.

"Sounds like a fun film," Carmody remarked.

"Not my sort of thing," the Prize said.
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Po3zoin 27

MeBEH, TPamuIocs 3' ICTH JIHIIE SKOroch opiti, ase Cyanoro J{Hs TH 1ie cTaHen!
nepen uepenamu Tux, koro T 3kep! Bonm, Kapmoni, crosTumyTs nepen
TOOOI0: COTHI KAPOOKUX KOPiB, THCSU1 Oe300pOHHHX Kypel, HeCKIHYEHH] Yepen
JIATITHUX SATHSAT, HE KOXKy4d BXKE TPO JIICU OKPaJICHUX (PPYKTOBUX JIEPEB Ta
aKpH CIUTFOHJIPOBAHUX TOPOMiB. Sl 3amiauy 3a CIIOKUTOrO OpiTi, ajie K ToOi
3arTyHIMTH TIEpEeACMEPTHI 30iKM TBApHUH 1 TUIOIB, SIKUMH TH XapuyBaBcs? K,
Kapwmoni, sik?

— 3arkait nenbky! — nmonpocus Kapmoni.

—Ox, Hexall y)Xe, — TOXHIOIUIEHO noroauscs Burparn.

—Im, 60 mymy, I yactuna npuponu. One i yce HosSCHEHHSI.

— Hy, mo xouemt, Te i Kaxu.

— A 51, Hexaii HoMmy 0ic, yxe cka3zaB! A Tenep TH 3aMOBKHEII HapeITi i
Jacu MeHi 30CepeIuTHCh?

— CroBa Oinplire He mouyent. TiNbKH MOKHA CITUTATH: HA YOMY TH XOYell
30CEPEUTUCS ?

—Ile micTo ayxe cxoke Ha MOE€ pigHe, — noscHuB Kapmomi. — Hamaratocs
3'ICyBaTH: BOHO YU HE BOHO?

— Hesxe Tak Bakko? XTO0 3K HE BIIi3HAE pifHOTO MicTa?

— Konu 51 TyT 3xuB, TO HE Ay’Ke 10 HbOTO IPUIUBIISBCS. A BIIKOIH BHiXaB,
TO, MaOyTb, HE 3rayBaB.

— Konu cam He nobepert, ae TBii AiM, a Jie HE TBii, HIXTO BXKe HE j00epe.
CroaiBaroch TH 1€ ImaM’ ATacm?

—Ilam’ siTaro, —3itxHyB Kapmoni i moBori 3akpoKyBaB 1o MelIuIBya-aBeHro.

Pantom BiH 3 ’)kaXOM yCBiIOMHB, L0 HOMY HIiKOJX HE MOIIACTHTH BiIIIyKaTH
pizHOTO IOMY.

Poszoin 27

Wnyau, Kapmozni posrisaaBcs, a po3nisiarounch, miaMiuas. Yee Gyio
TaKuM, IKAM 1 TOBUHHO OyTH. B MelrByachKoMy TeaTpi CbOroHI OKa3yBalH
“Cary Enedantunn” , itano-gppaHily3bKuii mpurogHuIbkuil ¢piteM XKaka Mapa,
OJIMCKY4YOro MOJIOIOTO peXHcepa, IO BXKE IOoIapyBaB CBITOBI 3BOPYILIUBY
“ITicHto moix pan” i xBaubKy komeniro “Ilapmwk o worupramusTiin”. Ilepen
MOYaTKOM BUCTYIIaJia — “ IPOi3/I0M 1 TUTbKH OJIUH pa3” —HOBA BOKAJIbHA rpyTa
“AxonneH i DyHri”.

— dinbM, 313€ThCH, 1iKaBUl, — cka3aB Kapmogi.

— He s mene, — kunys Burpai.
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Chapter 27

Carmody stopped at Marvin's Haberdashery and looked in the window.
He saw loafers and saddle shoes, hound's-tooth check jackets, wide, boldly
patterned neckties, white shirts with spread collars. Next to it, at the
stationery store, he glanced at the current Colliers, leafed through Liberty,
noticed Munsey's, Black Cat, and The Spy. The morning edition of The
Sun had just come out.

"We|?' the Prize asked. "Is this the place?’

"I'mstill checking," Carmody said. "But it looks pretty favorable so far."

He crossed the street and looked into Edgar's Luncheonette. 1t hadn't
changed. Therewas a pretty girl sitting at the counter, sipping a soda. Carmody
recognized her at once.

"Lana Turner! Hey, how are you, Lana?"

"I'mfine, Tom," Lana said. "Long time no see."

"I used to date her in high schoal,”" he explained to the Prize as they walked
on. "It's funny how it all comes back to you."

"l suppose so,” the Prize said doubtfully.

At the next corner, the intersection of Maplewood Avenue and South
Mountain Road, there was a policeman. He was directing traffic, but he took
timeto grin to Carmody.

"That's Burt Lancaster,” Carmody said. "He was all-state fullback on the
best team Columbia High School ever had. And look, over there! That man
going into the hardware store, the one who waved at me! That's Clifton Webb,
our high-school principal. And down the block, do you see that blonde woman?
That's Jean Harlow. She used to bethe waitress at the M aplewood Restaurant.”
He lowered his voice. "Everybody said she was fast.”

"You seem to know alot of people,” the Prize said.

"W, of coursel do! | wasraised herel Miss Harlow is going into Pierre's
Beauty Parlor.”

"Do you know Pierre, also?'

"Sure. He's a hairdresser now, but during the war he was in the French
Resistance. What was his name again? Jean-PierreAumont, that'sit! Hemarried
one of our local girls, Carole Lombard.”

"Interesting,” the Prize said in a bored voice.

"W, it's interesting for me. Here comes aman | know. . . . Good day, Mr.
Mayor."

"Good day, Tom," the man said, and tipped his hat and walked on.

"That's Fredric March, our mayor," Carmody said. "He's a tremendous
person! | can still remember the debate between him and our local radical,
Paul Muni. Boy, you never heard anything likeit!"
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Po3zoin 27

Kapmoni 3ynunuBcst 6inst ranantepei MapBiHa, 3amiISHYB y BITPUHY.
[TobGaurB MOKacCHHY 1 HATIIBKEIH, [DKUHCH 3 TOPOYKaMH “ co0ava mapranuHa”
HAaIIMIHI XyCTHHH 3 JIETKOBRYKHUMH MAJTFOHKAMH, O1JTi COPOYKH 3 BiIKIaTHUMHU
koMipusmu. [lopsia, y KpaMHUII KaHITOBApiB, KHHYB OKOM Ha CBIKHU
“Konbepc”, moropras “Jlibepti”, 3ayBakuB 1ie “Mamnci”, “YopHoro kora” i
“IInuryna”. Axpa3 Haaiimos paHimHilA Bunyck “ Can” .

— Hy? — 3anurtaB Burpam. — TBoe micTo?

—Pano kazaru, — Bignosis Kapmogi. — [Toku 1o HiOU i BOHO.

Bin mepernyB BynuIIto i 3a3upHYB y 3akycouny Enrapa. Bona ne sminunacs.
Bins mmHKBaca, MOMMBAOYM COMIOBY, CHIUIA TapHEHbKA JiBunHa — Kapmogi i
3pa3sy BII3HAB.

— Jleitna Tepuep! I'eit, sk csa maemn, Jlelino?

— Ilpekpacno, Tome! JlaBHEHbKO He OAUMIINCH.

— 51 ymanaB 3a Hero B CTapIINX Kiacax, — MOSCHHUB BiH Burpamiesi Bxxe Ha
BynuIli. — 3a0aBHO, sSIK yce MPUTaTyeEThC.

—3abaBHo, 3a0aBHO, — 3 CyMHIBOM TIpoKa3aB Burpar.

Ha nepexpecti MetimnBya-aBento Ta [liBIeHHOTipChKOT BYJIUIII CTOSIB
nojiicMeH. Bin mocmixnyscsa Kapmoai Mixk 1BoMa 3MaxaMu jke3fa.

— A 1ie bepr Jlankacrep, — ckazaB Kapmoni. — ByB He3MiHHUM 3aXHCHUKOM
y Halkpaniiif koMaHi 3a Bcto ictopito mkonu “ Komym6ist”. A misiae Tyau! Ha
TOTO YOJIOBIKA, 1110 3aX0OUTh Yy 3aJ1i3Hi ToBapH, 1110 oH Maxae MeHi! Lle KitipTon
VYe00, nupekTop Haiol mKoiau. A Ty OJIOHIMHKY 32 KBapTall 3BijcH Oauuii?
Le Txin Xapioy, Oyia odiriaHTKor B pectopani. — Kapmoii cTuims ronoc. —
Bci kazanu, mo mobuina ryibHyTH.

— V tebe Gararo 3Hailomux, — cka3zaB Burparm.

— Ille 6 mak! g Tyt Bupic! A ue mic Xapioy, Bona izae B I1'epiB canon
KpacH.

—Twu # IT epa 3na€m?

— Arox! Tenep BiH nepykap, a mij yac BiliHu OyB y ¢ppaHIy3bkomy Omopi.
Crpusaii, sik Hioro npizumie?.. 3ragas! XKan-IT ep OmoH, ock sx! B3sB cobi
niBuuHy 3 MicrieBux, Kepon JlomGap.

— LikaBo, — 3HYPKEHUM TOJIOCOM CKa3aB Burpar.

— Tak, i MeHe 1ikaBo. A och I111e 3Haomuii... JloOpuaeHs, nane mep!

— Jobpunens, Tome! — npuBiTaBCs YONOBIK, TOPKHYBIIKCH Kalenioxa, i
MIIIOB AaJTi.

— e ®peapik Mapu, Ham mep, — nosicauB Kapmogi. — ['pisHa ocobal
Hotenep nam’ arato ioro aedatu 3 micueBUM panukanom [lomom Mysi. Bapr
Oyrno mocmyxatu!

219



Chapter 27

"Hmm," said the Prize. "Thereis something strange about all this, Carmody.
Something uncanny, something not right. Don't you fed it?"

"No, | don't," Carmody said. "I'mtelling you, | grew up with these people, |
know them better than | know mysdf. Hey, thereés Paulette Goddard over
there. She's the assistant librarian. Hi, Paulettel”

"Hi, Tom," thewoman said.

"I don't likethis," the Prize said.

"I never knew her very well," Carmody said. "She used to go with a
boy from Millburn named Humphrey Bogart. He always wore bow ties,
can you imagine that? He had a fight once with Lon Chaney, the school
janitor. Licked him, too. | remember that because | was dating June Havoc
at the time, and her best Mend was Myrna Loy, and Myrna knew Bogart,
ano—"

"Carmody!" the Prize said urgently. "Watch yoursdf! Have you ever heard
of pseudo-acclimatization?"

"Don't be ridiculous,” Carmody said. "l tdl you, | know these peoplée! |
grew up here, and it was a damned good place to grow up in! People weren't
just blobs like they are now; people really stood for something. People were
individuals then, not crowds!"

"Areyou quite sure of this? Your predator—"

"Rats, | don't want to hear any moreabout it," Carmody said. "L ook! There's
David Niven! His parents are English."

"These people are coming toward you," the Prize said.

"Well, surethey are" Carmody said. "They haven't seen mefor along time."

He stood on the corner and his friends came down the sidewalk and the
street, out of storesand shops. Therewereliterally hundreds of them, all smiling,
al old friends. Hespotted Alan Ladd, Dorothy Lamour and Larry Buster Crabbe.
And over there he saw Spencer Tracy, Liond Barrymore, Freddy Bartholomew,
John Wayne, Frances Farmer—

"There's something wrong with this," the Prize said.

"Nothing's wrong," Carmody insisted. His friends were all present, they
were moving closer to him, holding out their hands, and he was happier than he
had ever been since leaving his home. He was amazed that he could have
forgotten how it had been. But he remembered now.

"Carmody!" the Prize shouted.

"What isit?"'

"Is there aways this music in your world?"

"What areyou talking about?'

"I'm talking about the music," the Prize said. "Don't you hear it?"
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Po3zoin 27

—I'M-M, mock TyT He Tak, sk Tpebda, Kapmoni, — ckazas Burpam. — Il{ock
MOTOpOIITHE, moch (anbimee. He BimuyBaerm?

— Ta wi! Kaxy 1001, 1110 5 BUpic cepen nuX Jitonei. 3Hato iX Kpaiie, HiK
camoro cebe! O, on [lonert Iommap, ock Tam... [lomiunums 6iGmioTexaps.
[pugir, IToner!

— [Ipusit, Tome! — BiAryKHYNIacs KiHKa.

— He nmonobaeTthbest MeHi Bee 1ie, — HanoisraB Burpar.

— 3 Hero s He OyB HajgTO ONM3BKUM, — cka3zaB Kapmoni. — Bona
3ycTpivanacs 3 xJjomneM 3 MinOypHa Ha iMm'ss Xemdpi Borapr. Bin 3aBxan
HOCHB KpaBaTKy-METEIIMK, MOXKEII Take yIBUTH ? SIkoch BiH nmobuBcs 3 JloHoM
YeliHi, mkiapHUM cTopokeM. [lo peui, HamaBas fiomy. S 11e 100pe nmam’ siTaro,
00 sxpas3 3yctpivaBes 3 [kyH XeBok, a ii HaitOnmk4oro moapyroto Oyina MipHa
Jloit, a MipHa 3nana borapra, i...

— Kapmoni, — ctpuBoxeHo ypsaB Burpamr. — Ocrepiraiics! Tu uyB Oynb-
KOJIM TIPO TICEBI0aKIIMAaTH3AIIiI0?

—He cmimmu! Kaxy 1001, 110 3Har0 nux jioxeit! 5 Bupic Ty, 1 e Oyau Mol
Halikpami poku! Jltonu Toxi He Oy/M TaKMMHU HiK4YeMaMHU, BOHH CIIPaB.i Oynn
YOroch BapTi, BMIIM 3a ceOe mocrosth. BoHu Oynu ocoOucTocTsAMU, a HE
ropMuiem!

— A T meBHUit? TBil XmKaK...

— IMypuuui! He xouy Ginbiue it cayxatu! Tnans! On Jlein Haitgen. Horo
0aTbKH 3 AHDIII.

— Ii aromu npoctyroTh 10 Tebe!

— Hy, 3BicHO. Bonm Tak qaBHO MeHe He OaunIIH.

BiH cTosiB Ha po3i, a HOro Jpy3i pyIIvIv O HhOT'O IO TPOTyapy i OPYKIBKOIO,
BHXO/IMIIY 3 KPAMHUIIb 1 KpAMHHYOK. 1X OyJH COTHI, OyKBaJIbHO COTHI, BCi JaBHI
npyssku. Cepen HUX BiH ymisHaB Ana-Ha Jlemna, [Jdopori Jlamyp i Jlappi
Bectepa Kpe66a. A 3a aumu — Cniencep Tpetici, Jlafionen bappimop, @penni
Bapronom'ro, [Ixxon Veitn, @pencic @apmep...

— ock TyT He Tak! — crpuBOXkKBCst Burpar.

— Bcee sk cmin, — BigmaxuayBcs Kapmogi.

Ckpi3b Oynu #oro apy3i. Bonu migxonumu Onvkde, poCTATaln pyKH, 13a
BCI T1 pOKH, IPOXUTI JAJICKO BiJ] PIZTHOTO JOMY, BiH HIKOIM HE OyB IIACTUBIIIU,
HIX 3apa3. Sk BiH Mir 1x 3a0yTu? A Ternep yce Npuraaanocs.

— Kapmoni! — xpuknys Burpar.

— o T006i1?

— VY TBOEMY MICTi 3aBX/IU Taka My3uKa?

— IIpo mo tm?

— Ilpo my3uky. Tu He uyem?
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Chapter 28

Carmody noticed it for the first time. A symphony orchestra was playing,
but he couldn't tel where it was coming from.

"How long has that been going on?"

"Ever since we got here" the Prize told him. "When you started down the
street there was a soft thunder of drums. Then, when you passed the theater,
alively air was played on a trumpet. This changed, when you looked into the
luncheonette, to arather saccharine melody played by several hundred violins.
Then—"

"That was background music,” Carmody said dully. "This whole damned
thing was scored, and | didn't even noticeit.”

Franchot Tone reached out and touched his sleeve. Gary Cooper dropped a
big hand on his shoulder. Laird Cregar gave him an affectionate bear hug.
Shirley Temple seized hisright foot. The others pressed closer, all still smiling.

"Seethwright!" Carmody shouted. "For God's sake, Seethwright!”

After that, things happened alittle too fast for his comprehension.

PART V
THE RETURNTO EARTH

Chapter 28

Carmody wasin New York City, on Riverside Driveand Ninety-ninth Street.
Tothewest, abovethe Jersey shore, the sun was dropping down behind Horizon
House, and, to theright, the Spry sign had comeonin al its glory. Thetrees of
Riverside Park, clad in green and soot, rustled faintly in the exhaust fumes
from theWest Side Drive. Around him he could hear the screams of frustrated,
high-strung children, punctuated by an occasional bellow from their equally
frustrated and high-strung parents.

"Is this your home?" asked the Prize.

Carmody looked down and saw that the Prize had metamorphosed again,
appearing now as a Dick Tracy watch with hidden stereo spegker.

"It lookslikeit," Carmody said.

"Seems like rather an interesting spot,” the Prize said. "Lively. | like that."

"Yeah," Carmody said reluctantly, not at all sure how he felt about his
home.

Hebegantowalk uptown. Thelightshad comeonin Riverside Park. Mothers
with baby carriages were leaving, and soon the park would be left aone to
police cars and muggers. All around him the smog rolled in on little cat feet.
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Po3zoin 28

Tineku tenep Kapmoni 3BepHYB yBary Ha My3uKy. [paB cuMQoHIUHUH
OpKECTp, Ta roji OyJo 3p0o3yMiTH, 3BiJIKU JOJUHAIOThH 3BYKH.

— JlaBHO BOHa rpae?

— SIK TiNBKHM MU TYT 3’ SBUJIHMCS, KOJH TH PYILUB BYJIMIICIO, 3aJTyHAB TUXHH
Oapabannuii 1pi6. Koy mpoxoauB 1moB3 Teatp, MOUyBCs )KBaBHA ACaXK CYpMH.
Konu Tu 3armsiHyB y 3aKyCOYHY, BCTYIIHIIM COTHI CKPUTIOK — JOCHTB COJTOIKaBa
Menopist. Biarak...

—Mys3uunuii cynposia kiHodipMiB, —moxmypo ckazas Kapmoni. —Best st
KJIsiTa BUCTABA 3a CI[CHAPIEM, a 1 HABITh HE MIOMITHB.

®panmo Ton TopkHyB Hioro 3a pykas. ['epi Kynep mokias Ha miede cBOO
Benuuesny jamy. Jlepn Kperap mo-npusitenbCbku 00IauB HOro, ik BeIAMiIb.
ipmi Temmut Byenuacs B mpaBy Hory. [HII oOcTynanu TicHime i TicHime,
BCE LIE MOCMiXalO0uHnCh.

— Cirpaiite! — 3aBonaB Kapmoni. — Citpaiite, bora paau!..

A nani Bce cTanocsi TpOXY MIBUIIE, HIXK BiH CIIpOMIrcst 30aryTy.

YACTHHA NV
ITOBEPHEHHS HA 3EMJITO

Pozoin 28

Kapmoni 3HoBy morpanus y Huio-Hopk, Ha ueii pas Ha pir
PiBepcaiincrkoro moce i 99-i Bynuii. Ha 3axoni Hajg HaGepexHoro J[xepci
coHIue cinano 3a ['opusonT-Xayc, a 3 mpaBoro OOKy y BCiil Kkpaci 3acsisiia
pexiama “Cupait”. 3akinTioxkeHe nucta JaepeB PiBepcaiiacbkoro mapky
MJISIBO BOPYIIMIJIOCS TIOTOKaMH BUXJIOTHUX Ta3iB 3 Bectcaliackkoro moce.
JAuki Bepecku iCTEpHUYHUX HAiTeH MepepuBajucCs JIAHKOK HE MEHII
ICTEpUYHUX 1 pO3IPAaTOBAHUX OATHKIB.

— Lle TBost momiBka? — 3anuTaB Burpan,

Kapmopi nomisinyB yHH3 1 100a4nB, IO Miclist HOBOi MeTaMopo3u Burpaiu
o0epHyBcst Ha TonnHHUK “ ik Tpeci” 3 yMOHTOBaHHM CTEPEOTyIHOMOBILIEM.

— 3naernes, cxoxe, — Binnosie Kapmoyi.

— likaBe miciie, — 3ayBaxkuB Burpam. — XXBaBe. MeHi momo0aeThes.

— Yry, —Heoxoue noroguscs Kapmoi, — He 30BCiM MEBHHI CBOIX MOYYTTIB
1IOJI0 TUMY BiTUH3HHU.

Bin pymuB o nentpy. Y PiBepcaiia-Ilapky 3acBitumiucs gixrapi. Mamu
3 IUTSYUMH KOJIICKaMH MOCIIIIAIN 3BUTBHUTH HOTO AJisl rpadikKHUKIB Ta
nojinmedchkux mnarpyiiB. [lo-koTsuomy Oe3lMIyMHO CKpaxaBCs CMOT.
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Chapter 28

Buildings could be glimpsed through it like giants who had lost their way. To
éther side, the sewers ran merrily into the Hudson, while at the same time the
Hudson ran merrily into the sewers.

"Hey, Carmody!"

Carmody stopped and turned. A man was walking briskly toward him. The
man wore a business suit, sneakers, a bowler, and a white canvas ascot.
Carmody recognized him as George Marundi, an indigent artist of his
acquaintance.

"Hey, man," said Marundi, coming up and shaking hands.

"Hey, hey," said Carmody, smiling like an accomplice.

"Wdl, man, how you been?' Marundi asked.

"Oh, you know," Carmody said.

"Indeed, do | not know!" Marundi said. "Heen's been asking about you."

"That a fact?' Carmody said.

"Most assuredly. Dicky Tait's throwing a party next Saturday. You wanna
come?"

"Sure," Carmody said. "How is Tait?"

"Wdl, man, you know."

"Sure, | know," Carmody said, in atone of degp compassion. "Still, eh?"

"What would you expect?' Marundi asked.

Carmody shrugged.

"lsn't anyone going to introduce me?' the Prize asked.

"Shut up!" Carmody said.

"Hey, man, what's that you got there?' Marundi bent down and peered at
Carmody's wrist. "Little tape recorder, huh? That's the greatest, baby, the
greatest. You got it programmed?”’

"I am not programmed,” the Prize said. "I am autonomous.”

"Hey, that's beautiful!" Marundi said. "I mean, itreally is. Hey there, Mickey
Mouse, what €se you got to say?'

"Go screw yoursdf," the Prize said.

"Stop it!" Carmody whispered urgently.

"Wl now," Marundi said, grinning, "little fellow's got a lot of spunk, eh
Carmie?'

"That he has," Carmody said.

"Whered you get it?"

"l got it—well, I got it while | was away."

"You've been away? | guess that's why | haven't seen you around for these
last several months.”

"That must beit," Carmody said.
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Po3zoin 28

3a0nyKaHUMH BENETHAMH POTISIAANN KPi3b HhOro OyauHku. CTiuHi Boou
Beceno n3opyanu B ['ya3oH, a ['ya30H Beceno BIMBaBCs B KaHai3alliiHI
TpyOu.

— T'eit, Kapmopi!

Kapmoni o3upHyBcs. Moro Ha3nor€as 4onoBik y moTepToMy IiIKaKy,
KamIsix, KOTenKy i 3 OiTuM monoTHsHUM Imapdom Ha mui. Kaprtui BmizHaB
Jxopmka MapyHzi, 3HAHOMOTO XyAOXKHHKA, 3TUAAps, HE JYKEe MPUTPITOTO
YCITIXOM.

— [Ipusit, Yonosiue! — 3BepHYBCS MapyH i, MXONMYX i TOJAIOYH PYKY.

—IIpusir, npusit! —Binrykayscs Kapmoi, mo-3MOBHHUIIBKH TOCMiXaI0UHCh.

— SIk cs mae, apyxe? — 3anuTaB MapyHi.

— Cawm 3Haew, — ckazaB Kapmori.

— 3B1AKHM M€HI 3HATH, KOJIM HaBITh TBOs [ eleH He 3Hac.

—Ta ny!

— @akt! Cmyxaii, y Hiki Teiita B cyboTry 30iropuchko. He xouemn
npuMoTaTu?

— 3ackouy, — cka3aB Kapmoni. — Sk tam Teitr?

— Cawm 3Hae, JIpyxe.

— Ta 3naro, — 3 ripkororo ckazaB Kapmoni. — Bin mie # goci Tee?..

— A 1 K TymMaB?

Kapmoi 3uu3aB mieunma.

— A MeHe TyT XTOCh BiipeKOMeHAye? — mojiaB roioc Burpar.

— 3arkaiics! — mopaaus Kapmoni.

— Cnyxait, apyxe! llo To B Tebe 3a mryka? — MapyHai HaXuiuBcs 1
BIT' IBCsl 0unMa B 3a1’ sictok Kapmoi. — Miniaukrodonuuk, ra?Cuna, apyxel
Knac! 3amporpamoBannii?

— 51 He 3anporpamoBanuii, — 00ypuBcst Burpam. — 1 aBTOHOMHUH.

—Ox tu! —BuryknyB Mapynai. — Hy # ¢ipmal Ieii Tu, Miki Mayce, o
e CKaXkem?

—Inu 1 x Gicy! — naiinyBcst Burpa.

— [Mpunuan! — 3arpoznuso nmpocuyas Kapmopi.

—Hy i1 ny! —3aycmixaBimch, ckazaB Mapynai. —JKBaBuii y Tebe napyoiiiko,
ra, Kapmoni?

— 3 HUM TpAIUIAETHCS, — BiAmoBiB Kapmogi.

— Jle nmicraB?

— HicraB? Ox gajexo.

— Jlecy moraBcs? Tak oT uoMy 5 KijibKa MICSIIB TeOe HEe Oa4uB.

— MabyTs, TomMy, — moroauscst Kapmori.
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Chapter 28

"Where away have you been?' Marundi asked.

It was on thetip of Carmody's tongueto say that he had beenin Miami. But
instead he was inspired to say, "l have been out in the Universe, the Cosmos
itsdf, wherein | have passed through certain sdected short subjects which
shall henceforward be known as reality.”

Marundi nodded with understanding.

"You been ona Trip, yes, man?"

"Indeed | have."

"And on that Trip you have perceived the molecular all-in-oneness of all
things and have listened to the energies of your body, nicht wahr?"

"Not exactly," Carmody said. "Upon my particular Trip, | observed most
particularly the discretionary energies of other creations and went beyond
the personal-molecular into the external-atomic. That is to say, my Trip
convinced me of the reality, to say nothing of the existence, of creatures
other than myself."

"That sounds likepowerful acid," Marundi said. "Wheremight it beobtained?'

"TheAcid of Experienceisdistilled from thedull weed of Practice," Carmody
said. "Objective existence is desired by many but obtained by few."

"You won't talk, huh?' Marundi said. "Never mind, baby, any Trip you can
make | can make better."

"l doubt that."

"l doubt not that you doubt that. But never mind. Are you coming to the
Opening?'

"What Opening?"

Marundi looked at him with amazement.

"Man, you have not only been away, you have been out of touch besides.
Today is the opening of what is past a doubt the most important art exhibit of
our times and perhaps of any times."

"What is this paragon of esthetics?' Carmody asked.

"l am going there," Marundi said. "Accompany me."

Despitethemumblings of the Prize, Carmody fell into step besidehisfriend.
They walked uptown, and Marundi told the latest gossip: how the House Un-
American Activities Committee had been found guilty of Un-Americanism but
had gotten off with a suspended sentence; the success of Pepperidge Farm's
new Freez-a-Man Plan; how five U.S. Air Cavalry divisions had yesterday
succeeded in killing five Vietcong guerillas; how NBC-TV had begun a wildly
successful new series entitled Adventures in Laissez-Faire Capitalism. And he
also learned that General Motors, in a gesture of unprecedented patriotism,
had sent a regiment of clerical volunteers led by a vice-president to Xien Ka
near the Cambodian border.
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— A nie Tebe Hocmio? — 3anuTaB MapyH/i.

Y Kapmoi Ha si3uIli KpyTHIIOCS CKa3aTH, 1110 BiH OyB y Matiami. HatomicTh
L[0Ch CMUKHYJIO 1OrO BUTOIIOCUTH:

— IMonopoxxyBaB o Bcecsity, B camomy Kocmoci, ne s MmaB Haromy
MOAMBHUTHUCH KiTbKa YyTOBUX KOPOTKOMETPaXKHHX (HiNBbMIB, K1 HaJlami OyayTh
yKe peasibHICTI0. MapyH/i 3 pO3yMiHHIM 3aKHBaB T'OJIOBOIO:

— Ere-e! I T Bxke HakoBTaemics i raBaemr?

— Hi, g mitas...

— [ Bim4yBaB MOJNEKYISIPHY BCEEAMHICTD CBITY 1 HACTyXaB TAEMHUY1 CHIIH
wioti, nicht wahr?

— He 30Bcim Tak, — 3anepeunB Kapmoni. — Bnache, 3a 110 MaHIpIBKY s
MaB Harofy CIi3HaTH JUCKPETHICTh EHepril iHINX TBOPiHb i BUHIIOB 33 MEXi
0COOHCTO-MOJIEKYIISIPHOTO CBITY B 30BHIIIHBO-aTOMapHHA. [HIIMMU cli0BaMH,
MOSl MaHJIpiBKa MEPEKOHaia MEHE B PeajibHOCTI, — PO Te€, YU iCHYIOTh, yKe i
MOBYY, — iCTOT, BIIMIHHUX BiJ Hac.

— Hy, MaOyTh, KHCJIOTY TH KOBTaB MilHIOILY!

—Kuwucrora uncroro 1ocBimy 3m00yBaeThCs B Oy/IeHHIk CIpOCTI JKMBOTIHHSI, —CKa3aB
Kapmogi. — OO0’ eKTHBHOI0 iCHYBaHHS IIPArHyTh YCi, MPOTE J0CSTAI0Th HEUMCIICHHI.

— 1o x, MoBunm? — obpasuscs Mapynai. — Japma, xmomye! Sxbu mu
MWK BABOX, TO S MJIaBaB OM Kpaille.

— CymHiBatocs.

— He cymnuiBaroch, mo cymuiBaeuica. Ta 6ic i3 Tum ycim! Tu — Ha
BIIKPUTTS?

— o 3a BigkpuTTA?

MapyH,1i 3IMBOBaHO BUTPIIINBCS.

— lpye, TH Tak 3aMaHJpyBaBCs, 10 BxKe W He 3Haem Hivoro! ChoroaHi
BIIKPUTTS HAWBU3HAYHIIIOI MUCTEI[LKOI BUCTABKH HAIIOrO 4acy, a MOXe, i
yCiX 4aciB Ta HAPOMIB.

— 1o  To 3a meparHa TBOPIHHA?

— SIkpa3 mrypyro Tynu, — ckazaB Mapyni. — ["aiina 31 MHOIO.

Burpam mouas mocek Oypuaru, Ta KapMosi yxe rmogaBcsi 3a IpUSTEIIEM.
Bonu My B mpoTriexXHIUH Bif eHTpy Oik, i MapyH[Ii CUIIaB CBKMMH TUTITKAMH:
npo Te, sk Kowmicito 3 AHTHaMepUKaHCHKOI AiSUTBHOCTI 3BUHYBAaTUIN B
aHTHaMEPUKAaHI3MI, aJ1e BITUSTIMINCS, 3aTUITUBIIH KOMICIIO ITiJl IiJJ03POF0; TIPO
ceHcauiitnuii poekt [lenmepimka dapma mo 3aMOpOXKYBaHHIO JIIOACH; MTPO
Te, SIK II' ATh TIOBITPSIHOACCAHTHUX JIUBI31¥ CIIPOMOIIIKCS BUOPA 3HUILUTH IT' ATh
B’ €TKOHTIBIiB; MpO ManeHu# ycmix tenecepiany EH-0i-ci “[loneBipsHHs
N00po3HYITUBOro KamiTanismy” . A e Kapmoai goBigasest ipo Oe3npuKiiaqHuit
narpiotu3M [xenepan MoTop3, sika 1ociiajia MojiK MiCioOHEePiB-100pOBOJIBIIIB
i1 KOMaHyBaHHSIM Bille-Tipe3uieHTa 10 kopaony Kambomxki.
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Thusthey conversed, and at length they cameto 106th Street, where several
buildings had been razed and a new structure erected to stand in their stead.
This structure appeared to be a castle, but such a one as Carmody had never
before seen. And he addressed his companion, the high-spirited Marundi, asking
for an explanation.

"Thismassy building that you seebeforeyou,” Marundi said, "was designed
by the architect Delvanuey, who also planned Death Trap 66, the famous New
York toll road which no one has succeeded indriving from start to finish without
accident. This sameDéevanuey, you may recall, drew up theplansfor Flashpoint
Towers, Chicago's newest slum, the only slum in the world in which form
follows function; that is to say, the first ssum which is proudly and avowedly
designed as a slum, and which has been certified 'unrenewable’ by The
President's Commission on the Perpetration of Fine Arts in Urbanamerica."

"That isasingular accomplishment," Carmody said. "What does he call this
particular structure?”'

"Thisis hisopus magnus,” Marundi said. "This, my friend, is The Castle of
Garbage."

The roadway to the Castle, Carmody perceived, was cunningly
constructed of egg shells, orange peels, avocado stones and clam shells. It
led to a great doorway whose two sides were made of rusty bedsprings.
Above the gate, in letters formed by varnished fishheads, was the motto:
"Wastefulness in the defense of luxury is no vice; moderation in the
dissemination of excessis no virtue."

They entered and walked through hallways of pressed cardboard, coming
at last to an open courtyard in which afountain of napalm blazed merrily away.
They went past it into aroom made of aluminum, sted, polyethylene, formica,
styrene, bakelite, concrete, simulated walnut, acrilan and vinyl. Beyond that,
other corridors branched out.

"Doyou likeit?' Marundi asked.

"I don't know yet," Carmody said. "What on earth isit?'

"Itisamuseum,” Marundi told him. "It isthefirst museum of humanwaste."

"l see" Carmody said. "How has it been received?’

"With great enthusiasm, to my amazement. | mean, weartistsand intellectuals
knew it was good, but we didn't think the public at largewould catch on so fast.
But they have. In this regard they have displayed innate good taste and have
recognized thisis the only true art of our times."

"Dothey?1, personally, find all of thisalittle hard to take."

Marundi looked at him with sorrow.

"I had not thought that you of all people would be an esthetic reactionary.
What would you like? Greek statuary or Byzantine icons, perhaps?'

228



Po3zoin 28

Tak Boum midmm go 106-1 Bynumi, ne 3a wac BiacytHocti Kapmoni
3HECIH KiJbKa OyTMHKIB 1 HATOMICTh TOCTaBUJIN HOBY criopyay. Ha mepmit
MOTJISA]] BOHA BUJIaBajacs 3aMKOM, Ta Hidoro nojioHoro Kapmomni me He
JIOBOJIMJIOCS OauuTH, 1 BiH 3BEpPHYBCS J0 HaTXHEHHOTO MapyHIi 3a
MOSICHEHHSIMHU.

— Ochb 13 BeTU4HA CIopy/Aa Nepea HaMu, — ckazaB MapyHai, — BUTBIp
apxitektopa /lenbBento, aBropa “Ilactku CmepTi” — 3HAMEHHUTOI HBIO-
HOPKCHKOI MIATHOI IOPOTH, SKOIO LI HIXTO HE MPOiXaB 3 MOYaTKy A0 KiHIs
0e3 aBapii. Le Toit JlenbpBenro, Moxxe, MpUraayen, mo B Yikaro cnpoekTyBas
Bexi ¢uem-[lolHT — ennHl y CcBiTI TpymooHu, B sSKkux ¢opMa BiAmosinae
npusHadeHHio. lle mepmi TpymoOu, BigBepTo W ropao 3agyMmMaHi K
HalicydacHImi TpymoOu # OroJiomeHi “HEOHOBIHOBAHUMHU"
[Ipe3naeHTChKOI0 KOMICI€I0 110 MUCTEIBKUX 3JI0UHHAX B YpOaHaMepHIli.

— VHiKaJbHE JAOCSATHEHHS, — moroauBes Kapmomi. — A sik Ha3MBa€eThCS
oue?

— lenesp JlenbBaHio, Hora onyc maruyc. Lle, apyxe miii, [Tanmai
Cwmirtts!

Hopora no [Nanany Oyna BUIIyKaHO 3a0pyKOBaHa SIEUHOIO LIKAPAITYIIOH,
MOMapaHYCBUMH IIKIPKaMH, KICTOUKaMH aBOKAJIO Ta YeperanikaMy MiJii.
Bona mizBonuma 10 mapaJHHUX BODIT, MOJOBHHU SIKMX OyIM IHKPYCTOBaHi
ipXKaBUMH MaTpallHUMH MPyXHHAMU. HaJ mopTHKOM TUCKYYUMH TONIiBKaMH
oceneanis Oyno BUKIIAJCHE Tacio: “MapHoTpaTHe pO3KOIIyBaHHS — HE BaJja,
CTPUMAHICTh Y PO3TPUHBKYBaHHI — HE yecHoTa!”

UYepes BecTUOIOIIB i3 CTiH 3 TPECOBAHMX KAPTOHOK BOHH BUHIILTH Y BIIKPHTHHA
JIBOPUK, JIe Becello BUOMUCKYBaB ()OHTaH HamaaMmy. MUHYIH 3a11, 03100JIeHn i
00pi3KaMH aJTFOMiHi0, ONISIXH, TOTiETUIIEHY, KapOaMiZioM, CTHPOJIOM, OaKeIiTOM,
OeToHOM, KJIaNTsAMHU INMaliep Mij TOpiX, aKpuIaHOM Ta BiHiToM. Bin 3amy
po3z0iranucs rajepei.

— [NonobaeThca? — 3anutaB MapyHui

— H-He 3Harw, — Bignosis Kapmoi, — I1o e 3a quBo?

— Myzeii. [lepmii y cBiTi My3el JIIOACBKUX MOKUBKIB.

— bauy. I sk #ioro cripuiiMaioTs?

— Ha nuBo, 3 Bennuesnum entyziazmom! ToOTO MM — XyIO)KHHKH Ta
IHTEIEKTyaJIl — 3HaJH, [0 BCE IIe MPaBIIBHO, Ta BCE K HE CIOMIBAINCS, L0
HIMPOKA MyOITiKa TaK IBUJIKO BCE 3po3yMie. Y TyQITiKK BUSIBUBCS XOPOILIMIA BPOILKEHUH
CMaK, 1 BOHa BiI4yJIa, 110 caMe I — €/IMHE CIPABKHE MHUCTEITBO HAIIIOTO Yacy.

— Biguyna? lllock BOHO MeHi Ba)KKyBaTo CIIpHHMAETHCS.

MapyHzai TIISIHYB Ha HBOTO 3 KaJleM.

— Ot yXe He CroiBaBcs, 0 TH peakiionep B ecteruili! A 1o T0o6i 10
BI107100M ? MalyTh, TpelibKi CKYIbITYPH Y1 Bi3aHTiHCbKi iKOHU?
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"Certainly not. But why this?'

"Because this, Carmody, is the real present, upon which true art must
be constructed. We consume, therefore we are! But men have been
unwilling to face this vital fact. They have turned away from Garbage,
that irreducible residue of our pleasures. Yet consider —what is waste? Is
it not a memorial to our needs? Waste not, want not: this was the ancient
counsel of anal anxiety. But now the false axiom has been changed. Why
talk about waste? Indeed! Why talk about sex, or virtue, or any other
important thing?"

"It sounds reasonable when you put it that way," Carmody said. "But
still .. ."

"Comewith me, observe, learn," Marundi said. "The concept grows on you,
very much like waste itsdf."

They walked into the Extraneous Noises Room. Here Carmody listened to
the sound of a continually flushing toilet, the musical pageant of traffic noises,
the thrilling screech of an accident, the deep-throated roar of a mob. Mingled
with this were Retrospective Sounds: the burr of a piston aircraft, the chatter
of a riveting gun, the strong thud of a jackhammer. Past that was the Sonic
Boom Room, which Carmody hastily backed out of.

"Quite, right," Marundi said. "It is dangerous. But alot of peoplecome here,
and some stay in this room for five or six hours."

"Huh," said Carmody.

"Perhaps," Marundi said. "Now, right over hereis the keynote sound of our
exhibit: the beloved bellow of a garbage truck chewing up garbage. Nice, eh?
And right through here is an exhibit of empty pint wine bottles. Over thereisa
replica of asubway. It isbuilt to convey every lurch, and its aerial environment
is smoke-conditioned by Westinghouse."

"What's that shouting?' Carmody asked.

"A tape of heroic voices," Marundi said. "That first oneis Ed Brun, all-pro
quarterback for the Green Bay Packers. The next, a high-pitched whine, is a
sound-portrait of New York's most recent mayor. And after that—"

"Let's goon,” Carmody said.

"Certainly. Totheright isthe Graffiti wing. To theleft is an exact replica
of an old-law tenement (a spurious bit of romanticism, to my way of
thinking). Straight ahead you can see our collection of television antennas.
This one is a British model, circa 1960. Note the severity, the restraint.
Compareit to that 1959 Cambodian job. Do you see the luxuriant flowing
of lines on the Oriental model? That is popular art expressing itself in a
viableform."
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— Hi, 3Buuaiino. Aje yoMy MeHi Mae 1mojo0aTucs 1e?

—bBo B npomy, Kapmosi, yocobneHHst Haloro 4yacy, a mpaBIuBe MUCTEITBO
Wne Big peanbHOCTI. CriokuBaeMo, — orxke, icHyemo! Ta oy HeXTyBaau
II€F0 OYEBMJIHOIO ICTUHOIO. BOHM BijBepTanu HoOca BiJl TOMHIB — I[bOTO
HEMHUHYYOr0 Pe3yJbTary iXHix Hacomoi. Ta MOMIPKYW: MO Take MOKUIBKH?
e x nam’ atauk cnoxuBanHio! “He Oaxaii i He mapHyi!” — Takum OyB
CIIOKOHBIUHUM 1 BEIbMH CyMHIBHUH 3amoBiT. Lls oOmynHa akcioma He Jyis
HAILIOr0 Yacy. 3anuTaenl: HaBio Ti okuaAbky BopymmTi? Hy mo x! I cnpasai!
Hagimmo po3BoanTHCH IPO CEKC, YECHOTY, iHIII BaskKJIMB1 pedi?

— Slkmo Tak cTaBUTH MUTAHHS, TO BCE HIOM W CITymTHO, — cka3aB Kapmogi.
— Ta Bce x...

— Vinm 3a MHOYO, JTMBHCB i nymaii! — HakazaB Mapyni. — [ B ronogi TBoik
3rPOMaIATLCS, HAY€ MOKUIBKH, TIOSICHEHHS 1 TiICTABH.

Bonu ysiiinuu B 3an Llymis. Tyt Kapmoni modyB como 3iicoBaHOTO BOAO-
0a4KOBOTO IHCTPYMEHTY Ta BYJHYHY CIOITY: aJlerpo aBTOMOOUIbHUX JABHUTYHIB,
MPOHM3IIMBUE CKPETiT ranbM, YTpoOHHU peB cTalioHy. B aHmanTe BUHHKIIA
TeMa CHOrajiB: rpiM TBHHTOMOTOPHOTO aBiajaiiHepa, TaTaKaHHS BiOIHHOTO
MOJIOTKA 1 MOTYTHE TynanHs kornpa. Kapmoni BimunHuB Oyio nsepi 3amy GoHo-
l'anac-bymM, anie mpokoromM MeTHyBCS Ha3al.

— JloOpe 3pobuB, — 3ayBaxkuB MapyHi. — Tam HeOe3neuHo. [Ipore GaraTo
XTO 3aXO/IUTh, a JICKOTPI 3aIMIIAIOThCS Ha 5-6 roguH.

— Oro! — 3nuByBaBcsa Kapmopi.

— A ocb TaM, — yka3aB MapyHi, — ISUTMOTHB HaIllOi BUCTABKH: 3aKOXaHe
rap4aHHs CMITT€301pHOT MAIIMHU, IO PEMHTAE TOKUIbKU. Mo, mpaBaa? A
TaM Morepeny — BUCTaBKa MOPOXKHIX TUISIIIOK 3-111/1 CIUpTHOTO. Ha 1 Hero 1ikoM
aJIeKBaTHE BiATBOpEeHH: Mia3eMkH. [lepenani HaTOHII AeTali, HaBiTh MOBITPs
npuIpasieHe tumMom Bectinraysa.

— A xT0 Tam ranacye? — 3anutas Kapmopi.

— To marniTooHHI 3anmMcH 3HAMEHWUTUX TOJIOCIB, — NMOSICHUB MapyHi. —
[epumii —Ena bpena, usepth3axucauka “Ipin beti [lennepc” . dani —mucknmBuit
3 ITiIBMBAHHSAM — 3BYKOBHi1 TIOpTpET HOBOOOpaHoro Mepa Huto-Mopxa. A 32 HUM...

— Xomimo nauti, — 3iTxHyB Kapmosi.

—Taiiga! 3 mpaBoro 6oky kpuiio rpadiTi — HaCTIHHUX HanuciB. 3miBa
— TOYHA KOIIisl CTapOi KOMYHAJIKHU (3aIMIIKK POMaHTU3MY, IK Ha MEHE).
I[IpocTto mepen HaMu — KOJEKIis TeneBi3iiiHuUX aHTeH. Och 1 —
aHrniiceka Moaens 1960 poky. 3ayBax cTpori ¢opMHu, CTPUMAHICTD.
[MopiBHsit 3 kKambomxkificbkoto 1959 poky. [Tomivaem XxuMepHi BUTHHHU
NiHi# Ha cxigHui komun? DONBKIOPHHH CTUIBL BiITBOpIOE cebe B
KUTTECTTPOMOXKHIH popmi.
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Marundi turned to Carmody and said earnestly, " See and believe, my friend.
Thisisthewave of the future. Once upon a time men resisted the implications
of actuality. That day is gone. We know now that art is the thing itsdf together
with its extensions into superfluity. Not pop art, | hasten to say, which sneers
and exaggerates. This is popular art, which simply exists. Thisis the age in
which we unconditionally accept the unacceptable, and thus proclaim the
naturalness of our artificiality."

"l don't likeit!" Carmody said. "Seethwright!"

"What are you shouting for?' Marundi asked him.

"Seethwright! Seethwright! Get me the hell out of herel”

"Hés flipped,” Marundi said. "Is there a doctor in the house?'

Immediately a short swarthy man in a one-piece jumpsuit appeared. The
man was carrying a little black bag with a silver plague on it, upon which was
written, "Little Black Bag."

"I am a physician,”" the physician said. "Let me see him."

"Seethwright! Where in hell are you?'

"Hmmmmmm, | see," the doctor said. "This man shows every sign of acute
hallucinatory deprivation. Hmm. Yes, | palpate the head and find a hard massy
growth. That much is normal. But going beyond that . . . hmm, amazing. The
poor manisliterally starved for illusion.”

"Doc, can you help him?' Marundi asked.

"You called mejust intime," the doctor said. "The condition, isreversible. |
have here the divine panacea.”

" Seethwright!"

The doctor drew a case out of his Little Black Bag and fitted together a
glittering hypodermic. "This is the standard booster,” he said to Carmody.
"Nothing to worry about, it wouldn't hurt a child. It contains a highly pleasing
mixture of LSD, barbiturates, amphetamines, tranquillizers, psychic eevators,
mood stimulators, and various other good things. And just a touch of arsenic to
make your hair glossy. Hold still now. ..."

"Damn you, Seethwright! Get me out of this!"

"It only hurts while the pain is present,” the doctor assured him, poised the
hypodermic and thrust home.

At the same moment, or nearly the same moment, Carmody disappeared.

Therewas consternation and confusion in the Castle, which was not resolved
until everyone had fixed. Then it was passed over with olympian calm. Asfor
Carmody, a priest intoned the words: " Superfluous man, goest thou now to that
great realm of the Extraneousin thesky, wherethereisplacefor all unnecessary

things."
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Tyt Mapynai o6epryBest 1o Kapmozi 1 HacTaHOBUO MOYaB MPOIMOBiTyBaTH:

— Hpyxe miid, auBucs # yBipyit! [1epen Toboto xBuiist MaitOyTHbOT0. Konmuch
JIFOI YMHMJIM OTTIp BiATBOpEeHH!O JikicHocTi. Tiuacu munynu. Terep Mu 3HaeMo,
IO MUCTENTBO — Iie Oy/b-sika pid pa3oM 3 il MPOTSHKHICTIO B HaAMIipHE.
[Mocmimaro 3acreperTu: He MOM-apT, SKUH TIy3ye Ta nepedubinye. Hare
MUCTEITBO — OMYJSIpHE, BOHO MPOCTO iCHYE. Y Halll 9ac MH 0e33acTepesKHO
MpUIMaEMO HECTIPUIHHSTE 1 IIMM MPOTOJIOIIYEMO IPHPOJHICTh HAILIOI IITYYHOCTI.

— He o Bnogo6u 1ie meni! — ckazas Kapmoni. — Citpatite!

—Yoro tu penepyem? — 3anutaB MapyHi.

— Cirpaiite! Citpaiite! 3abepith MeHe 10 Oica 3Biacu!

— 3 my3ny 3'ixaB! € neck TyT nikap? — KpUKHYB MapyH/i.

Heraiino 3'siBUBCSl cMaryisiBUi KOPOTYH y Xajiarti. B pymi BiH TpumaB
MaJIeHbKY YOpHY BaJi3y, a 3BepXy Ha Hilf, Ha cpiOHil Tabnuyi Oyiio HamKMCcaHo:
“Maenbpka 4opHa Bajiza”.

— 41 nikap, — noBiToMUB BiH. — J{03BOJIETE H1OT0O ONJIIHYTH.

— Citpaiite! [le Bu B Gica 3anponactuiucs?

—I'M-M-M, Tak, — potsr jikap. — CHMITOME TOCTPOTO TaTIOIUHAIITHOTO
Hanaxy... [M-M-M. Ha ronoBi HamalyeTbest TBepaAnii MacuBHUE BupicT. Tyt
HOPMaJbHO... A aami... [M-M-M... JluBHo! Binaka Mae OykBaJlbHO BpOPKEHUH
IOTAT 10 TaIFOLHALii!

— Jlok, BU MOXeTe JOOMOI'TH Homy? — 3anuTaB MapyHi.

— Bu BuacHO MeHe MOKIUKaJM, — cka3aB Jikap. — CTaHOBHILE BAACTHCS
11e monpaBuTH. S Mato 3 co00I0 UyOAIHHY aHAaIIEHo.

— Citpaiie!

Jlikap Bu00YB 3 Basi3K CTEPHITIZATOP 1 CKIIAB IOKYITH OMUCKYUHH IITTPHII.

— 3aci0 ayg 3araJpHOTO 3MiIlHEHHS, — cka3aB BiH Kapmogi. — He
TypOyi#iTech. He 3amkonuts HaBiTh autuHi. [Ipuemnua cymim 3 JIC/,
OapOiTypariB, amderamiHiB, TPAaHKBLNI3AaTOPIB, ICUXOTOHIKIB, CTUMYJISATODIB
HacTpOIO Ta iHMIMX KOpHUCHUX peueil. [Ipibouka mwuir sky, mo0 Bojoccs
omumano. Tenep He BOPYIIITHCA. ..

— Ilpoknarrs! Cirpaiite! 3abepite MeHe 3Biacu!

—BonuTh TijbKYM TOMY, 1110 € OiJ1b, —3aIICBHIOBAB JIiKAP, HAIILUTIOIOUH IIITPHI]
{ 3aIyCKar04M TOJKY B TLJIO.

Tiel x, abo matixe Tiel )k muTi Kapmoi mes.

30eHTexkenHs i nepensk y [lanami CMmiTTs TpuBaim He H0Bro. Bcei
OTAMMUJIMCh, 1 3HOBY 3amaHyBaB onimMmiiicebkuii crokii. [llomo Kapmomni, To
CBSIIIICHUK CKa3aB ITPO HHOTO: “ 3aiiBa JFONHO, JIHECh TH BO3HOCHIIICS Y IIAPCTRIE
nmoToidiuyHe Ha Hebeci, Je YroToBaHE MICIe JUIsl BChOTO HEnoTrpedy ChbOro
najony”.
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But Carmody himsdlf, propelled by thefaithful Seethwright, plunged onward
through the endless worlds. He moved in a direction best characterized as
"down," through the myriad potentialities of Earth, and into the clustered
improbabilities, and finally into the serried ranges of the constructed
impossibilities.

The Prizechided him, saying, "That was your own world that you abandoned,
Carmody! Are you aware of that?'

"Yes, | am aware of it," Carmody said.

"And now there can be no return.”

"l am aware of that, too."

"I supposeyou thought you'd find some gaudy Utopiain the worlds ahead?
the Prize said, with a marked sneer.

"No, not exactly."

"What then?"

Carmody shook his head and refused to answer.

"Whatever it was, you can forget about it," the Prize said bitterly. "Your
Predator is close behind you and will infallibly be your death.”

"I don't doubt it," Carmody said, inamoment of strangecalm. "But interms
of long-range planning, | never did expect to get out of this Universe alive."

"That ismeaningless,” the Prizesaid. "Thefact is, you havelost everything.”

"l don't agree," Carmody said. "Permit meto point out that | am presently
gill alive.”

"Agreed. But only for the moment."

"I have always been alive only for the moment," Carmody said. "I could
never count on more. It was my error to expect more. That holdstrue, | believe,
for al of my possible and potential circumstances.”

"Then what do you hope to achieve with your moment?"

"Nothing," Carmody said. "Everything."

"I don't understand you any longer," the Prize said. "Something about you
has changed, Carmody. What is it?"

"A minor thing," Carmody told him. "I have simply given up a longevity
which | never possessed anyhow. | have turned away from the con game
which the Gods run in their heavenly sideshow. | no longer care under which
shell the pea of immortality might befound. | don't need it. | have my moment,
which is quite enough.”

"Saint Carmody!" the Prize said, in tones of deepest sarcasm. "No more
than a shadow's breadth separates you and death! What will you do now with
your pitiable moment?”’

"I shall continueto liveit," Carmody said. "That is what moments arefor.”

234



Po3zoin 28

A cam Kapwmopni, Buxonnenuii Bipaum CiTpaiiToM, MOPpHHYB Y
HECKIHYEHHICTh CBiTiB. BiH pyxaBcs B HampsMKy, SKHMH Halkpamie
nepenaeTscs ciaoBoM “yHH3”, yepe3 Mipiaaum HMOBIpHUX 3eMensb, y
CKyMYCHHSI MaJOWMOBIPHUX, a BIATaK — y CepiliHl psAAu pPyKOTBOPHUX
HEHMOBipHOCTEH.

Burpam 1okopsiB HOMy CIIOBAMH

— Tu x yrik 3 pigHoro cBity, Kapmoni! Tu ue posymiem?

— Taxk, po3ymito.

— Hasapg Hemae BopoTTSL.

— Posymiro Takox.

— Tu, MaOyTb, MJeKaem Hafil0 B MailOyTHIX CBiTax HATPamUTH HA SKYCh
PO3KIIIHY YTOMiI0? — HACMIIIKyBaTo MuTaB Burpar.

— Hi, He ne.

— A mo?

Kapmo/ii moxuTas rojoBorO i HiYOro HE Bi/INOBIB.

— 3alyap mpo cBOi criofiBaHHs, — 3 TIPKOTOIO cKa3aB Burpam. — Xikak
y’Ke HacTynae To01 Ha I’ ITH, 1 TBOSI CMEpTh HEMHHYYA.

—3Hato, —ckazaB Kapmori, i TMBOBHKHUI CIIOKiH OrOpHYB Horo. —Y TyMKax
PO MalOyTHE 5 BXKE 3MUPUBCS 3 TUM, 110 )KUBUM 13 IbOro BeecBiTy He BUIATY.

— Ile Bxe mycre, — cka3aB Burpamr. — Tu on1HakoBO Bce BTpaTuB.

— He 3ronen, — 3anepeuns Kapmopi. — J[03BoNb 3ayBakuTH, 11O S IIIe
KVBUIL.

— AJle TUIbKHM Ha MUTb.

— 4 3amxau OyB >KUBUH TUIBKH MUTh. | Ha Oinblle He po3paxoByBaB. S
TTOMUJISIBCS, CITOJIIBAIOYUCH HA OLIBIIIE, 1 1151 TOMIJIKA TATIIACS 32 MHOKO Y BCIiX
IMOBIpHHUX Ta MOXKJIMBHX CBITaX.

— 1 o  TH criofiBaenics BiJf MUTI?

— Hiuoro, — ckazaB Kapmoni. — I Bcboro.

—Iock s epectar Tebe po3ymith, —ckazae Burpariir. — Ty HiOu 3MIHHUBCH,
Kapmopmi. o cramocs?

— JIpibunuka, — ckazaB Homy Kapmoni. — Sl mpocTo 3pikcs Bi9HOCTI, SIKOT B
MeHe HiKoJu He Oyio. Sl BHHIIOB 13 Tiel 00MyqHOI I'pH, KOO TIAaThCS OOTH B
cBOIX HebecHUX Oanaranax. MeHe Bxe He XBUITIOE, B IKOMY CTPYYKOBi 3aX0BaHa
ropommHka 0e3cMmepts. BoHo MeHi He noTpiOHe. Sl Maro CBOKO MHUTh, IILOTO
JOCUTb.

— bnaxxennunit Kapmoni! — npomoBuB Burpaii, He mpuxoByIodH capKasmy.
— Big cmepti v He naii sk Ha BonmocuHKY! I1lo % T poOuTHMeENI 3i CBOEIO
KAITIOT1THOI0 MHTTIO?

— IIpoxwusy ii, — Binnosis Kapmozi. — MuTi Ha Te ¥ iCHYIOTb.
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