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Classification of welfare states by GostaEsping–Andersen and further 
development of theoretical justification of social policy 

The paper presents results of a study aimed at clarifying the meaning and sig-
nificance of scientific developments of GostaEsping–Andersen, as well as placing 
them in a theoretical framework of social policy. It was determined that in the scien-
tific heritage of a researcher the typology of welfare state models plays a central role. 
The strengths (flexibility empirical approach) and weak (ignoring values and ideo-
logical components of social policy, cultural context, focus exclusively on economi-
cally developed country) have been defined. It was proved that the classification of 
Esping–Andersen can be used to understand the trajectory and factors of social policy 
development, especially in European countries. The changes in theoretical justifica-
tion of the welfare state and social policy are reviewed, analysis shows that some 
authors are talking about convergence of models, others – about diversification, the 
emergence of hybrid types. 

Keywords:GostaEsping–Andersen, welfare state, social policy. 
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