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Semigina T. V., Doctor in Political Science, Docent, Professor of Academy 
of Labour, Social Relations and Tourism (Ukraine, Kiev), tv_sem@ukr.net 
Decentralization and health policy 

Decentralization as a process of institutional restructuring, which aims to trans-
fer power, resources and responsibilities from higher to lower levels may have differ-
ent dimensions and consequences. Research of decentralization in health care was 
aimed at determining the form of such restructuring and political practice of their 
application. Based on the analysis of documents of international and national policy 
actors it has been defined that decentralization in the area of health policy takes place 
in the form of deconcentration, delegation of authority, delegation of authority (devo-
lution) or privatization. Decentralization in health care can be an effective means of 
improving health services more rational allocation of resources, reducing inequalities 
in access to health services, but it also has significant limitations. Therefore a prag-
matic approach should be used based on a balance between the processes of centrali-
zation and decentralization. 

Keywords: decentralization, authority, privatization, public health. 
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