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Literators and «red sailors» against the «red commissars»: 
two weeks of Nikolayev's «sailor republic»  

(may 14—27, 1919) 
In the article, for the first time in historiography, the reasons, objectives and the course of the armed insurrec-

tion of sailors against the dictatorship of the bolsheviks in Nikolaev in May of 1919 are analyzed. The uprising of 
the sailors in Nikolaev was the first rebellion in the navy of the so-called «third force» (the «third revolution»), the 
design of which began with the insurrection of Ataman Grigor'ev and the Makhnovist movement in the spring and 
summer of 1919, the last splash of which was the Kronstadt Uprising of Sailors of 1921. There was a unique situa-
tion in Nikolaev when parts of sailors and soldiers of the Red Army were in favor of a broad political coalition, free-
dom of trade and were against the power of the one party and the repression of the Cheka.  The structure of power 
that emerged during the uprising, the role of the ideologists of the Y. Pleshkevich and S. Yuritsin, sailors' leaders 
were considered in this article. For the first time, the publication of two issues of the newspaper «The Free Speech 
of the Red Sailor» published by the insurgents is being analyzed. The events in Mykolayiv are considered in the con-
text of the events in the South of Ukraine in May of 1919: the situation that was on the fronts and rearward of the 
Red Army, uprisings in Kherson, Odessa and Ochakov, peasant demonstrations against the policy of «war commu-
nism». An analysis of the events shows how the regime of the Bolsheviks was shaky and did not have a broad sup-
port among the masses, revealing the concealed sharpness of the political struggle within the «revolutionary 
camp» and the unique political mobility of those days. The insurrection became a manifestation of the general 
processes that shook Ukraine, in the era of revolutionary activity, when the people were looking for new forms of 
state and social organization. 
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