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Rubliov O. «Prohibition of Ukrainianity in 1931» by Fedir Savchenko
(1892–1931). The Draft of the Scientists’ Biography

The purpose is to reconstruct the biography of Fedir Savchenko. The authors’
attempt is based on published literature, archival sources and new
prosopographic information. He was one of the closest employees of
Academician M. Hrushevskiy after his arrival in the USSR in 1924 and
during his tries to establish a «Kyiv school». The author has used materials
from the Central State Archives of Ukraine, State Archives of State Security
Service of Ukraine, and also existing historiography of the matter.

Methods and methodology. The anthropological and prosopographic approaches
were used in the exploration of the main stages of the biography of Fedir
Savchenko and his wife Olha Savchenko (Zyss). Biographical, problem-
chronological, specific-search, historical-genetic, comparative analysis,
linear-chronological methods, methods of psychological and historical
reconstruction were involved.

Conclusions. The author proves that Fedir Savchenko was not an ordinary
person. He played a secondary role of personal secretary and «attache»
of Mykhailo Hrushevskiy. In fact, he was a self-sufficient personality and
scientist, who outlined his scientific strategy, trying to maximise the
opportunities available in the Soviet reality of the ghostly «Ukrainianiza-
tion» of the 1920s. Personal energy and initiative of Fedir Savchenko
raised the possibility of the efficient functioning of the complicated mech-
anism of historical institutions, patronised by Mykhailo Hrushevskiy, in
the atmosphere of hostility during the mid-1920s – early 1930s. Obvi-
ously, he acted on the instructions of his boss, who legitimised his mis-
sion, but was not a shadow of the head of the Historical Section, and
always showed his initiative, which at least until 1930 guaranteed the
success of his actions.



An eternal monument to his scientific work was the pioneering monograph
«The Prohibition of Ukrainianity in 1876: Towards a History of Public
Movements in Ukraine in the 1860s–1870s» (1930) and the return of
the archives of Osyp Bodiansky to Ukraine.

Key words: Fedir Savchenko (1892–1938), Olha Savchenko (Zyss), Historical
Section of All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, «Prohibition of Ukrainianity
in 1876», Mykhailo Hrushevskiy, repressions.
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