
to S. Boyko in 1969 in Lutsk, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of
the «reunification» of Western Ukraine with the Ukrainian Soviet Social-
ist Republic. The monument was dismantled in the context of a nation-
wide decommunization campaign several years ago.

Key words: Volyn, Eastern Galicia, Kholmshchyna, S. Boyko, CPWU, political
prisoner, repressions.
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 «Our Kind of Guy in Berlin»: Pavlo Ladan (1892–1933) on the
Roundabout Ways of National Communism And Kremlin Intelligence

The article aims to reconstruct the biography of Pavlo Ladan – a well-known
figure in the North American and European communist movements, one
of the leaders of the Communist Party of Western Ukraine (KPZU), an
illegal employee of the Foreign Department of the OGPU USSR, the
resident spy assistant and advisor «in Ukrainian cases» in Berlin. The
author grounded his story and conclusions on the published literature,
archival documents and new prosopography information.



Methods and methodology. The author used anthropologic and prosopography
approaches to reconstruct the staging points of Pavlo Ladan's biography.
Biographical, problem-chronological, concrete-search, historical-genetic,
comparative analysis, linear-chronological methods, methods of
psychological and historical reconstruction were also used.

Conclusions. Pavlo Ladan was born at the territories of Western Ukraine which
were the part of Austro-Hungarian Empire. As a young man, he emigrated
to the USA. He was active in establishing and developing the network of
Ukrainian socialist/communist organizations in the USA. In some time
the danger of being arrested by American Police made Pavlo Ladan leave
to Europe first and then to Ukraine. The meeting and getting to know
about national and party development in UkrSSR made his national-
communist views stronger.

The work of Pavlo Ladan in the diplomatic missions of the UkrSSR in
Warsaw and Berlin (1921–1923) was synchronized with semi-legal and
illegal activities in the Communist Party of Western Ukraine. He actively
used the experience gained during his activity as an org man of the
Comintern and a member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Western Ukraine.

From the end of December 1928, he was an assistant resident in the
«Ukrainian case» of the illegal residency of the USSR OGPU Foreign
Department in Berlin. He took an active part in the discrediting,
disintegration and corrupting the Ukrainian emigration politicians,
attempts to sway their sympathies with the Soviets.

After a series of failures of the Berlin residency, P. Ladan was recalled
to Moscow with the head of the intelligence network I. Kaminsky. Pavlo
Ladan was accused of «shumkizm» and cooperation with Polish
intelligence. On April 27, 1933, Pavlo Ladan was shot in Moscow.

Key words: USSR OGPU Foreign Department, Pavlo Ladan (1892–1933), Mykola
Porsh, Mykola Chebotariv, General Oleksandr Udovychenko, Ivan
Kaminsky (Le Monde), Communist Party of Western Ukraine, repressions.


