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Razyhrayev Oleh. Escapes of criminal prisoners from penitentiaries
in Volyn and Eastern Galicia in 1918–1939

Purpose – to study the escapes of criminal prisoners from penitentiaries of
Volyn and Eastern Galicia in 1918–1939 on the basis of little-known
documents from the funds of the central and regional archives of Ukraine
and Poland.

The research methodology is based on the use of general scientific and speci-
fic historical research methods, including problem-chronological, synchro-
nous, diachronic, comparative-historical and other.

Conclusions. The reluctance of prisoners to stay within penitentiaries led to
their radical violation of the internal order – escape. This act was very
risky, as it did not threaten only disciplinary and criminal liability, but
also endangered the health and life of the fugitive. Nevertheless, throug-
hout the interwar period, sources record the frequent escapes of prisoners
from penitentiaries. The most common and relatively «easy» way to
escape was to leave the prison while doing various kinds of work outside
the prison. Prisoners often escaped while being treated in a medical
facility, as well as being transported to another prison, to a court hearing,
and so on. Escape directly from the prison was considered to be the
most difficult, as a typical class I–III prison had several levels of guard.
At the same time, it was much easier to leave the borders of Galician
detention centers («arrests»), as they were not well guarded.

During the study period, the largest number of escapes from prisons
in Volhynia and Eastern Galicia was recorded in the first half of the 1920s
and in 1929–1934. This was due to the difficult organizational situation
at the beginning of Polish independence, as well as total prison over-
crowding during the global economic crisis.



The Penitentiary Administration explained the escapes of prisoners
by the lack of adequate security, the outdated infrastructure of prisons,
the imperfection of their facilities, and the overcrowding of penitentiaries,
which precluded proper control over prisoners. Prosecuting prison officials
who allowed prisoners to escape was no easy task. However, in the case
of a guilty plea, a penitentiary employee was subject to various disciplinary
sanctions, such as reduced leave, several days of arrest, reduced length
of service, and even dismissal and criminal prosecution. At the same
time, the escape prevention could be a reason for promotion and bonuses.

Key words: Volyn, Eastern Galicia, escapes, prisoners, penitentiary system.
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