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Razyhrayev O. Hunger strikes and riots of left-wing political prisoners
in penitentiaries in Volyn and Eastern Galicia in 1918–1939

Purpose – to study the hunger strikes and riots of left-wing political prisoners
in the penitentiaries of Volyn and Eastern Galicia in 1918-1939 on the
basis of little-known documents from the funds of the central and regional
archives of Ukraine and Poland.

The research methodology is based on the use of general scientific and specific
historical research methods, including problem-chronological,
synchronous, diachronic, comparative-historical and other.

Conclusions. The hunger strikes and riots of left-wing political prisoners as a
form of protest against the penitentiary administration of the Second
Polish Republic were characteristic feature of the illegal political life of
interwar Volyn and Eastern Galicia. By the term «left-wing political



prisoner» we mean members and sympathizers of the Communist Party
of Western Ukraine (CPWU), as well as other left-wing political and public
organizations who were under investigation or serving sentences under
articles of the Criminal Code related to crimes against the Polish state.

Most of the measures were well-coordinated, planned and had a
clear purpose – on the one hand to draw political attention to left-wing
political prisoners, and on the other – to weaken the prison regime,
improve living and sanitary conditions, speed up the investigation, and
so on. Riots, hunger strikes and escape attempts were also fueled by
overcrowding in the penitentiary institutions, which disrupted the
established rhythm of prison life and weakened control over prisoners.

During the interwar period, the greatest intensity of various forms
of left-wing radical protests in the prisons of Volyn and Eastern Galicia
was traced in the mid-1920s and in the first half of the 1930s. Prison
authorities tried to prevent hunger strikes and prisoner riots by paying
special attention to the possibility of organizing protests as certain
communist holidays approached (anniversary of the revolution, 1 May
Days, etc.). At the same time, the International Red Aid (MOPR) raised
the issue of protests against the prison authorities. In 1926 in memorial
to the Interparty Secretariat for the Amnesty of Political Prisoners stated
that political prisoners’ hunger strikes were a daily occurrence in interwar
Poland.

Key words: Volyn, Eastern Galicia, hunger strike, riot, CPU, political prisoner,
repressions.


