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The Indo–European mythological theme of war between the social 
groups in the Ukrainian folk tales 

The article is devoted to the research of prephilosophical outlook of ancient 

Slavic tribes reflected in Ukrainian spiritual tradition. This investigation is based on 

the methodologies of modern comparative Indo–European mythology, namely on the 

theory of trifunctional Indo–European ideology structure (Dumezil’s theory). The 

author found the general Indo–European topic of an inter–functional conflict dedi-

cated to mythological relations of social groups of warriors and priests in the Ukrain-

ian stories. This conflict ends by the general desolation and neutralization. The au-

thor concludes that the values of wisdom, sacrifice, and courage are contrasted with 

avidity, treachery, and physical number. Stories of a Baty–warrior and a Mykhailyk–

knight have their counterparts in the Indian story of Vishvamitra, the German story of 

the Frod kingdom, the Ossetian story of the war of Borat and Akhsartagkat, and the 

Irish epic story of Kualnge. 

Keywords: archetype, paradigm, mythologem, mythological structure, pantheon. 
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