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Polidovych O. Accusations Against Theatre Workers, executed
in Kyiv During the Great Terror, 1937–1938

The purpose of the research is to determine the nature of the accusations
against theatre workers – their political views, signs of repression by
nationality or cultural background, presence/absence of a professional
component; identify probable motives and formal reasons for the ar-
rests; to find out the peculiarities of investigating against theatre actors.

Methodology and methods. The author used the structural-system method of
data processing. This method allowed to generalise the information about
the political background of accusations and get a synthesis image of
repressions in theatre. Key accent the author made on the inner critics
of the archival-criminal cases, in particular, on the identification of incon-
sistencies and contradictions documents

Conclusions. All the archival-criminal cases, which the author worked on,
contain the signs of falsification of the investigation. Falsification and
distortion of the facts were carried out by the State Security Service of
the NKVD of the UkrSSR. There is evidence proving that all charges of
theatrical figures sentenced to death were a manifestation of political,
social or national repression. The author concluded that the professional
activities of the persons involved in the cases only partially influenced
the accusations. All this is evidenced by the progress of the investigation
aimed at obtaining «evidence» of the «counter-revolutionary», «spy» or
«terrorist» nature of the activities of the arrested. A comparative analysis
of archival-criminal cases revealed that theatrical executives - directors,
art-directors, and so on - came to the «risk group» in the dramatic
community. Actors of the Polish State Theater of the USSR made up a
significant share of the shootings of theatrical figures. This, in turn, was
the result of repression on a national ground in the context of the «Polish
national operation».

Key words: Great terror, theatre, repressions, counter-revolutionary activity.
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