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Podkur R. Information and analytical documents of the GPU
of the UkrSSR about the Holodomor 1932–1933

The purpose of the article is the research of the process of creating the
information documents of the state security service, devoted to the
Holodomor 1932–1933

The methodology bases on the principles of historicism and scientific
comprehensive analysis. The author used the provenience principle to
classify the documents of the Communist secret services, and the problem,
chronological, and specific search methods to achieve the goal.



Conclusions. In 1930–1931, the GPU sectors of UkrSSR reorganized and created
the agency network aimed at strict control over the political and economic
situation, as well as the public sentiments. District networks were
managed by district commissioners of the GPU of the USSR.

The system of agents selection aimed at obtaining information directly
from social groups that were the object of close attention of state security
officers: workers, socialist sector (state and collective farms, the machine
tractor station) divided into social strata, individual sector, kulaks and
kulak settlements, national communities, intellectuals, public servants,
unemployed people; collective farm, Soviet, administrative-judicial-
investigative executives, land authorities, cooperation, military facilities.

In the process of recruiting, state security officers took into
consideration individual qualities of the potential agent: he had to be
loyal to the Soviet government, but not active in public life, proactive,
agile, lively, with adequate perception of reality and the ability to gain
people’s trust.

During the Holodomor 1932–1933, the district commissioners of the
GPU of the UkrSSR in minute detail analyzed the level of implementation
of the grain procurement plan, the facts of cannibalism, mass mortality,
eating the surrogates, and so on.

Employees of the GPU of the UkrSSR took a leading place in the data
collection and compilation. Party leaders of all levels referred to this
collected data. Therefore, this statistics data is important as a source for
quantitive research on the number of deaths from hunger during 1932–
1933.

Key words: agency network, Holodomor, GPU of the UkrSSR, district
commissioner.


