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CONTEMPORARY COUNTERFEIT COINS OF THE CRUSADER STATES

The end of the XI century was the beginning of the Crusades which really became
one of the largest and most exclusive pages in the history of the Middle Ages. Their
exceptional nature is connected with the time frames, the amount of human and material
resources, geographic extent as well as with prominent personalities of that time. As a
result of the first Crusade, a number of Crusader states appeared, in particular, County of
Edessa, Principality of Antioch, Kingdom of Jerusalem, the County of Tripoli, the Baronats
of Beirut and Sidon, the Latin Empire, the Kingdom of Cyprus, the State of the Order of
St John of Jerusalem (hospitallers) on Rhodes island, the State of the Teutonic Order in
Prussia, as well as its divisions in Livonia and others. All these public entities had their
own emission of coins. Collecting coins of the Crusader states is quite common in the
world' and the Crusader coins are popular on the world’s numismatic market.

Even in the ancient era the production of counterfeit coins was connected with the
spread of collecting among the collectors but the forgery of collectible coins reached its
prime the era of the Renaissance. Modern technical facilities enable modern counterfeiters
developing their activities. Unfortunately, today’s numismatic market is full of modern
counterfeits of coins, which under the guise of the authentic coins malefactors try to
sell to collectors and museums. Counterfeits of coins concern virtually all directions of
numismatics including the coins of the Crusader states. In recent years, due to the spread
of sales through the Internet?, the production of counterfeit coins has become a kind of
industry. Among modern counterfeit coins, in recent years there have appeared counter-
feits of considerably high quality which are difficult to distinguish from original coins
without special knowledge and special equipment. Modern counterfeiters produce quite
common and quite rare coins, and sometimes there are absolutely fancy coins. Back in
the middle of the nineteenth century a famous numismatist Alexandr Butkovskiy wrote
for collectors about the counterfeit coins the following «there are two different kinds of
counterfeit coins: the first forged on the exact model of the ancient coins, the other ones
which do not exist and were invented by the forgeries themselves»®. Counterfeit coins
are made of copper, alloys of metals of white or yellow colours, silver and gold. Let us
consider most popular and interesting counterfeit coins.

It is difficult to imagine a complete collection of Crusader states coins without the
legendary copper folles of Tankred, the actual ruler of the Principality of Antioch in 1101-
1112. These coins were minted in large circulations and they are most commonly used at
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numismatic auctions. For example, the original Tankred’s* follis of the first type (Fig. 1)
and its two counterfeits (Fig. 2-3).

Fig. 1

The first counterfeit coin was made by molding with further trimming of the edge with
the signs of the molding gate (Fig. 2). The malefactors even did something like an edge
with the right angle to the field of the coin.

Fig. 2

A rather qualitative is the counterfeit of the first type of Tancred’s follis (Fig. 3) made
in Crimea. The author of this masterpiece, in addition to “Tancred’s folles”, has also
“Roman coins” (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 3




The forger, having a sculptor’s profession, made his own stamps. He produced coun-
terfeits of coins by compressing a blank with counterfeit stamps with the help of a press.
This gave a counterfeit coin the similarity with minted coins. The work pieces of this
forger were distributed among Ukrainian collectors under the guise of Crimean findings.
They were also directed to Europe.

The attempt to fake a second type follis strikes by its awkwardness. We may compare
the original coin (Fig. 5)° and the counterfeit coin (puc. 6).
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The counterfeits of the third type also do not differ by the diligence of counterfeiters.
For the comparison, there is the original coin® (Fig. 7) and the fake (Fig. 8).

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

Counterfeit coins of the second and third types are actively sold through the EBay
auction. As for the counterfeits of other rulers of the Principality of Antioch, the Bellon
denier of Bohemond III is leading. For example, a batch of several hundreds of coun-
terfeit deniers was brought to Ukraine from a Middle Eastern country. All of them were
one-stamped, made of white metal. Some of them were covered with dark matter. These
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counterfeit coins were successfully sold through the Ukrainian Internet Forum Violity. For
the comparison, the original coin’ (Fig. 9) and the above-mentioned counterfeits (Fig. 10).

Fig. 9

Fig. 10
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However, the most curious fake of denier of Bohemond III was noticed by us on EBay
(Fig. 11). The malefactors, using the form with a stamp of the original billon denier made
of low-grade gold coin weighing 3.85 grams which was a fantasy of a golden ducat of
the Antiochian Principality.

Fig. 11

There are many counterfeits of grosso of the County of Tripoli in the modern nu-
mismatic market, in particular the grosso of Bohemond VI (1251-1275) and Bohemond
VII (1275-1287). The counterfeits were made by molding from the original coin. Some
researchers and collectors consider the original coins of the indicated face value to be
the most beautiful coins of the Crusader States. For the comparison, the original coin of
Bohemond VI® (Fig. 12) and its counterfeit (Fig. 13); the original grosso of Bohemond
VII (Fig. 14) and its counterfeit (Fig. 15).

Fig. 12

Fig. 13
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Fig. 14

Fig. 15

In the last decades the coins, similar in the style of coinage and iconography to the
Byzantine Tetarterons and Half-Tetarterons with the Latin letters «R» «E€» «X» on the
reverse appeared on the global numismatic market (Fig. 16)°.

Fig. 16

Marcus Phillips and David Michael Metcalf assume that these coins may be ceremonial
issue of the coins of the Byzantine emperor Manuel I and the king of Jerusalem, Baldwin
II1, stamped at the in the mint of Antioch in 1156. Simon Bendall and Ingrid and Wolfgang
Schulze believe that these coins were stamped on Cyprus by the English king Richard
the Lionheart during the Third Crusade. It is clear that the counterfeiters could not leave
without attention the high degree of rarity of this coin and its price at the world auctions.
They made their version of the coin with the Latin letters «R» «E€» «X» (Fig. 17).
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Fig. 17

Modern forgeries of the golden hyperpyrons of John III Doukas (1222-1254) are also
quite common, including a three-point type on the coin field to the right of Jesus, which
according to the Florentine Francesco Balducci Pegolotti’s classification, are the subject
of the issue of the Crusaders, in particular the last Latin Emperor Baldwin II de Courtenay
in Constantinople. For comparison, the original coin (Fig. 18) and the above-mentioned
counterfeit (Fig. 19). The counterfeits of these coins are predominantly of Bulgarian origin.

Fig. 18
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Fig. 19

The coins of the Crusaders of Cyprus were no exceptions too. In particular, at the end
of 2015 beginning of 2016 one of the vendors sold 13 counterfeit grosso of the king of
Cyprus Hugh IV (1324-1358) on the EBay. These silver counterfeits are made by molding
from the mold form made from one coin (Fig. 20).

Fig. 20
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The seller of these fakes sold counterfeits coins of various historical periods and is
listed in the notorious FAKE SELLERS LIST (NFSL) of the International Numismatic
Forum Forumancientcoins (USA)!°. However, as of October 2017, similar counterfeits
of coins are sold on the EBay (Fig. 21).

Fig. 21

There are also a great deal of modern counterfeit coins of the Order States. Some of
them were described by the Polish numismatist A. Kuzmin''. According to our observations,
it is quite popular among the modern “coin masters” to manufacture large denominations
of silver coins of the Livonian Order, in particular ferdings and %> marks which are sold,
including online market. For comparison, the original > mark of the Master Heinrich von
Galen (1551-1557) issued in 1556'2 (Fig. 22) and one of the modern counterfeits (Fig. 23).

Fig. 22

Fig. 23

10 FORVM’s NOTORIOUS FAKE SELLERS LIST (NFSL) http://www.forumancientcoins.com/board/index.
php?topic=18502.0

11 Aleksander M. Kuzmin (2011) Prymitywne falszerstwa brakteatow krzyzackich, Gdanskie Zeszyty Numi-
zmatyczne nr 99/2011
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As we see, modern counterfeiters of ancient coins actively work on counterfeiting for
collectors and museums of coins of the Crusader states. The counterfeiters use casting
technology in most cases, although there are stamped falsifications. We shall not list in
details all the signs of the counterfeit coins of the Crusaders, since the works of numisma-
tists are used by counterfeiters to improve their “professional level”. Let us recall only the
essential textbook advice for a collector, which is contained in the specialized literature for
several centuries. If you hold the coin of the Crusaders or received its photo, you should
pay attention to the edge of the coin. If “the surface of the edge is completely smooth
or depleted then it is a sign of a counterfeit coin. The pores sometimes noticeable on the
surface of the coin prove that it was molded”'®. Thus, collectors for the assurance of their
collection, at least from primitive forgery, examples of which we have presented, need to
use the above two simple tips and must study the original coins, or at least their quality
images from the catalogues of museums and reputable auction houses.
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CyuacHi nmipo06ku MOHeT /iep:kaB XpeCTOHOCHIB
AlcTpaKT

VY pesynbrari Mepuoro XpecToBOro Moxoxy BHHHKAE Psiji IepiKaB XPECTOHOCHLIB,
30kpema Enecwke rpadcrBo, AHTiIOXiHChKE KHS3IBCTBO, lepycamimMcbke KOPOIBCTBO,
rpadcTBo Tpimoni, 6aponarn beiipyry Ta Cinony, Jlatunceka immepis, Kinpcbke
KOPOJIiBCTBO, JieprkaBa opzieHy cB. loana lepycannmcpkoro (rocmitansepu) Ha 0. Ponoc,
nepxxaBa TeBroHcekoro opaeHy B Ilpycii, a Takox ii Biguminenns B JliBoHii Ta iH. Yei
i JepKaBHI YTBOPCHHSI MallM BiIacHi eMicii MoHeT. KoJeKiioHyBaHHS MOHET Jep)KaB
XPECTOHOCILIB € JJOCUTDH HOIIMPEHUM Y CBiTi, @ MOHETH XPECTOHOCIIIB € MOIMYIIPHUMHU
Ha CBITOBOMY HyMi3MaTW4yHOMY pHHKY. llle B aHTHYHY enoXy BUpOOHMLTBO MiAPOOHUX
MOHET JUIsl KOJICKI[IOHEpiB OyJ0 MOB’SA3aHO i3 MOIIMPEHHSIM KOJEKIIOHYBaHHS, MIPOTE
PO3KBITY MiAPOOKa KOJIEKIIHHIX MOHET JA0csra B eroxy Pernecancy. TexHIYHI MOXKIIHBOCTI
CBOTOJICHHSI JIal0Th NPOCTIp CydacHUM (haJbIINBOMOHETHHKAM JIsi PO3BUTKY CBOE]
nisnbHOCTI. CHOTOAHINIHIA HYMI3MaTW4YHUIN PUHOK, Ha )Kajb, HACHUCHUN CyYacCHUMH
(hanbcudikaraMy MOHET, SIKi ITiJ] BUIVISIIOM aBTEHTHYHHX MOHET 3JI0BMUCHUKH HAMAaratoThCs
IpoaaTH KosieKiioHepaM Ta My3esiM. CydacHi anbcudikaTopy JaBHIX MOHET aKTHBHO
MPALOOTh HaI MiIpoOKaMH JUTs KOJIEKIIOHEPIB Ta My3€iB MOHET JIepKaB XPECTOHOCIIIB.
¥ cBoi BupoOHHUHX Iporiecax (anbcr]ikaropu BUKOPHCTOBYIOTh IEPEBAXKHO TEXHOJIOT 10
JIMTTS, X04a 3yCTpidaroThes i kapOoBaHi ¢anbcudikari. CTarTs NpUCBIYEHA aHAII3Y
CY4acHHX IMiAPOOOK MOHET JEpKaB XPECTOHOCIB.
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