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S. Nebrat  
INGUL CATACOMB CULTURE BURIALS WITH WOODENWARE 

Woodenware is an integral part of material culture of people who lived in Steppe and Forest-
steppe in the Middle Bronze Age. The evidence of it is numerous cases of its discovery in burial 
complexes of Ingul Catacomb culture (ICC). 
devoted to woodenware of the Catacomb culture until recently.   

The author of the article has the information concerning 1202 ICC burials. 67 complexes 
(5,6%) where the woodenware was found are among them. It should be noted that not all the 
complexes are equally informative. The poor integrity of the discoveries and their deformation 
prevent from specifying the size and shape of the items. Five types of woodenware made by ICC 
craftsmen come from the Northern Black Sea region burial grounds. They are: the 1st type is a 
cup, the 2nd type is a pot, the 3rd is a tray, the 4th is a scoop, the 5th is a basket.  

Some wooden cups could be the prototypes of the ceramic ware. Several items were 
decorated with the decorative pattern. In the course of the archeological material analysis some 
cases of uncommon arrangement of woodenware were detected. In some complexes (about 20%) 
different researchers were able to establish as a fact that there was a cup turned upside down in 
the grave.  

Discoveries mapping enabled to make some observations. The largest quantity of the burial 
grounds with the woodenware was found in the mounds of the Ingulets basin (the upper reaches 
and middle reach) and the Molochnaya basin. The majority of other graves come from the steppes 
of Tavriya and the Dnieper lower reaches. In some regions there were almost none woodenware 
in the funeral inventory.  

The woodenware can be chiefly connected with the graves of the adults (men in the main, 
occasiona
of complexes). In these burial grounds the heads had been cut off and lay beside. In most cases 
face modelling on scull was made with the help of clay mixture with different admixtures.  



than 6%). In almost every fourth grave with the woodenware there were arms. This rate is also 
high.   

The woodenware as well as other categories of inventory performed in the funeral rite the 
certain symbolic functions connected with the ideas of the afterlife and mythological thinking. 

Key words: Woodenware, Ingul Catacomb culture. 
 

 
 

1. 2. V 3-9. 
V V V 10-12. 

13-14. 15. 
16. 17.  18. 
19-20. 21. 22. 

23. 24. 
25. 26. 

27 28. 29
30. 31-32. 33. 

34. 35. 36. 
37. 38. 39-46. 

47-55. 
56. 57-58. 

26; 59. 60. 61. 62. 
63. 64. V 65. 

66. 67.  



 

 
1. 2. V 3. 4. 

5.  4; 6. 7. 
 

 
 

 
1. 2. 3. 4. 

5. 
6. 7. 8.  

 


