
censorship lists of «information that is not subject to dissemination».
The military censorship based its activity on numerous legal acts, the
main of which were «the provisions on military censorship» and the
above-mentioned «lists». The author concluded that the Soviet military
censorship bodies focused their work in four main directions: a) preventing
the disclosure of secret information (military secrets), which is inherent
to military censorship and counterintelligence; b) defending their political
interests: preventing criticism of the Bolshevik regime (regardless of the
media – from the newspaper to a private letter); c) pursuing political
and investigative goals, assigns by the VChk; d) monitoring – the study
of public sentiment through the perlustration of correspondence.

Key words: military censorship, VChK, perlustration, censorship.
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Bazhan O, Mykhayluca M. Deviant behaviour of the state security
officers in the period of the Great Terror (on the example

of the UNKVD in Odessa region)

The purpose of the study is to analyze a set of causes and factors that deter-
mined social deviations, the features of deviant behaviour of the soviet
state security officers during the mass political repressions in the Ukrainian
SSR in the second half of the 1930s.

Methodology and methods. The researchers used an anthropological approach
to reconstruct behaviour of the state security officers. The scientific works
of a French sociologist E. Durkheim were also used. In particular, his
concept of anomie according to which in a society in which out-date
norms and values no longer correspond to real relations and new ones
have not been formed yet a state of anomie emerges as a form of
deviance.

Philosophical, general scientific and special scientific methods were
used to achieve the goal of this research. To analyze deviant behaviour,
the authors applied the following methods: historical, biographical,
comparative, specific-search, method of terminological analysis.

Conclusions. A group of factors that caused deviant behaviour of the state
security officers of the UNKVD in Odessa region has been found. There
were social factors (such as unfavourable socioeconomic conditions, social
morality and moral values, the cult of violence which was established in
Soviet society under the rule of the administrative-command system) as
well as individual psychological factors (the presence of specific features
of the individual, personal and professional qualities). The types of deviant
behaviour such as alcoholism, sadism, theft, debauchery were considered
in the article. The authors concluded that deviation from conventional
norms depended on psychological state of the state security officers,
relationships with the immediate environment, as well as their level of
education, general worldview.

Key words: NKVD, Great Terror, deviant behaviour.


