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DEPORTATIONS OF GERMAN POPULATION FROM TRANSCARPATHIA IN 
1944  1946 YEARS: CAUSES, COURSE, CONSEQUENCES 

 
The first German colonists in Transcarpathia appeared in the twelfth and fifteenth centuries, and the most 

significant number of German settlers settled in various parts of the region in the XVIII-XIX centuries. They were 
primarily farmers, specialists for timber, timber industries, mining and salt deposits, and representatives of the 
construction trades. It is estimated that there lived about 17  18 thousand German colonists before the Second World 
War. But the fate of the German population of Transcarpathia changed dramatically in the final stage of World War II. 
Profound demographic changes began in the country with the liberation of the Transcarpathia Red Army (on October 
28, 1944) and the adoption of the Manifesto on the reunification of the Transcarpathian Ukraine SSR (on November 26, 
1944). On November 24, 1944, arrived in the Transcarpathian Ukraine, special representatives of the NKVD had a task 
to complete an account of the entire German population aged 16 to 50 years. That contributed to the ruling People's 



Council of Transcarpathian Ukraine confiscating all property evicted Germans. The first wave of deportations continued 
from 1944  to 1945 in Transcarpathian Ukraine, which was legally part of Czechoslovakia, before signing the agreement 
on June 29, 1945. Then 215 people were deported. The second wave of deportations took place in conditions of 
Zakarpattya Oblast (established on January 22, 1946)  a component of the administrative unit of the USSR. According 
to the Resolution of the NKVD on January 15, 1946 about the mass deportation of Transcarpathia of German nationality, 
the subject to eviction were those who "the most compromised themselves during the German occupation of Hungary." 
In 1946 two thousand Transcarpathian Germans were taken to Siberia. 

Keywords: deportation, the Germans, Transcarpathian Ukraine, Transcarpathian region, USSR. 
  


