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Maievskyi O. Means and methods of distribution of printed
propaganda materials in information and psychological

operations in the twentieth century

The article analyzes the main means of distribution of printed propaganda
materials. The technical means used in information psychological



operations since 1870 are considered. Examples of designs and
mechanisms for scattering of printed materials from air are given. The
evolution and technical improvement of unmanned aerial vehicles used
to distribute leaflets over enemy positions and in the rear can be traced.
The material arsenal of means, methods and scales of distribution of
printed materials during the First World War is generalized. Statistics on
the number of scattered materials during the First and Second World
Wars are given. The practical experience of using unmanned aerial vehicles
and agitation shells during world wars and local conflicts is analyzed. The
characteristics of typical samples of carriers of light small - format printed
propaganda products are given. The role and place of the whole arsenal
of means and methods of distribution of printed propaganda materials in
informational and psychological operations are determined.

Means of distribution are conditionally stratified into 4 groups: 1) by
means of aviation and modern unmanned aerial vehicles; 2) with the
help of artillery: aiming means of agitation shells, agitmin, agit grenade
of different types; 3) with the help of aircraft with missing engines and
electric drives: agitation, catapults, balloons, balloons, and others.
4) distribution by reconnaissance and landing units, guerrilla units and
civilians. Small-format printed propaganda materials are gradually losing
their relevance, giving way to Internet memes and demotivators, which
do not require additional printing costs and are much easier to distribute
on social networks. The development of satellite TV and radio technologies,
as well as the use of the Internet, provides ample opportunities for various
psychological operations and the spread of various types of propaganda,
both in peacetime and during large-scale armed conflicts. However, the
experience of using various means and methods of disseminating printed
propaganda materials is periodically useful in modern local conflicts.

Key words: information-psychological operation, war, propaganda materials,
leaflets, balloon, kites, flares, agitation projectile, scattering, unmanned
aerial vehicles.


