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Maievskyi O. The construction of the iconographic image
of the NKVD staff in the Nazi propaganda of the Reich

on the eve and during the Second World War

The aim of the research is analyze and systematize the main iconographic
images of the NKVD bodies’ representation during the Second World War
by Nazi propaganda.

Methods and methodology. The research uses both general-scientific and spe-
cific historical methods. For the analysis of visual data, the following
methods were used: content analysis, iconographic analysis, compara-
tive analysis. Methods of systematization and typology of synthetic ideo-
logical and artistic graphic products were used to stratify typological
series

Conclusions. The article analyzes the identification of the most prolific Nazi
posters and cartoons made by artists for filling the information space of
the occupied territories of the USSR. The main vector and thematic di-



rections of the creolized products were determined, which reflected the
established image of the employee of the NKVD. There are two main
thematic blocks of visual texts that fully cover all the German-language
propaganda images. It is proposed not to separate the visual model of
the «chekist» from the generalized model of anti-Semitic visual image,
since physiognomic features were used as universal markers for the
separation of representatives of Jewish nationality, and the main differ-
ence in the image was only an emphasis on the uniform of state security
bodies. Poster sheets that served as a model for reproduction and quo-
tation for local artists who collaborated with the occupation administra-
tion were presented. The main vectors of filling the information space
for the purpose of dehumanization and the formation of the image of the
internal enemy are analyzed. The key aspects of anti-Semitic propagan-
da in relation to the leadership of the USSR and local administrations are
determined. Illustrated main typological ranks, which reflected the basic
forms and methods of activity of the Soviet security agencies through
the prism of Nazi propaganda. Represented key anti-Semitic stamps in
German creolized products.

Key words: Second World War, propaganda, poster, cartoons, information
space, NKVD, hekist, anti-Semitism, enemy image, Jews, «Judeo ol-
shevism», creolized texts.


