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Maievskyi O. eli  D er hinsk  the «first hekist» and «blood  e ec tioner»
through the prism of poster and caricature

The purpose of the study is to identify, analyze and systematize the key
forms and the methods of forming the iconographic model-image of
F. Dzerzhinsky by Bolshevik ideologists and representatives of the anti-
Bolshevik camp in posters and caricature graphics.

Methods and methodology. General scientific, interdisciplinary and historical
research methods were used to prepare the text. The following methods
were used for the analysis of visual data: content analysis, iconographic
analysis, comparative characteristics. Techniques of systematization and
typology of synthetic ideological and artistic graphic products were used
to stratify typological series.



Conclusions. The Bolshevik ideology, built on a binary model of thinking, was
characterized by a view of society through the prism of the confrontation
of «their» and «foreign», «heroes» and «enemies». Soviet ideologues-
propagandists tried to present the «heroic» image of the «first Chekist»
in the most attractive perspective not only in the context of the struggle
against «enemies», but also as a model to follow. These propaganda
images appealed primarily to archaic notions of «good» and «evil» and
created an ideal picture for the general public about the representative
of the Soviet secret police agency. In contrast to the Soviet model, the
representatives of the anti-bolshevik movement tried to create the image
of a «political executioner», while pursuing their own interests or the
interests of their customer. Given the chronological terms, scale and
number of creolized texts that formed the information space, we can
trace a direct connection with modern propaganda campaigns conducted
by followers of the «Russian world» to mobilize the population, appealing
to the Soviet agitprop archetypes of perception.

The article analyzes the most widely circulated posters and caricatures made
by artists to fill the information space of the USSR. The main vector and
thematic directions of creolized products were determined, which reflected
the established image of the head of the Cheka-OGPU. The main blocks
of visual texts covering the images produced by anti-bolshevik artists
are singled out. The poster sheets that served as a model for reproduction
and citation in the information space of the USSR are presented.

Key words: F. Dzerzhinsky, propaganda, poster, caricature, information space,
security officer, creolized texts, repressive bodies.


