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V. Lysak 
UKRAINIAN RURAL FAMILY UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF THE SOVIET 

REALITY DURING 1950-60 
The problem of Ukrainian rural families leading the Soviet way of life in the course of 

1950-60s is urgent for the studing of everyday life in the Ukrainian society during the Soviet 
period. During the proper period of time the Ukrainian peasantry was one of the largest 
segments of the population, they lived in a rather confined space, felt certain economic and 
non-economic pressure. The characteristics of the rural society were highlighted in the 
Charter of agricultural cooperatives and the Law on passports. As a result, on the one hand 
the farmers had to adapt to the new socio-economic reality, on the other hand under the 
proper restricted conditions, they preserved some natural features in the relationship, and 
especially in the family. 

During 1950 – 1960s rural families in Ukraine years can be characterized by a rather 
large number of single-parent families, families left without parental care, families in which 
one family member has to earn several dependents. The government policy to support families 
which lived in villages and collective farms had specific features. 

After having analyzed the documents stored in the central and regional archives of 
Ukraine, materials oral interviews, the author drew the conclusion that rural family during 
1950-1960s remained patriarchal and preserve traditional elements of people’s spiritual 
values. First of all, household duties of the family are the appropriate evidence, in other 
words, its reproducibility and the processes of children socialization and education. However, 
we cannot say that the conditions in under which rural families lived were generally 
favorable to the transfer of the important knowledge of practical life in the village. An 
important factor of the quality and of the consumption of spiritual values which must be 
managed by the family was the presence of parental care and concern. With the accordance 
to the statistics there were a lot of single-parent families with one parent in rural areas of the 
USSR. And it was not the worst situation, because the families left without parental care had 
the least opportunities to transfer the cultural values. 

Key words: rural family, social security, education. 
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