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Levchenko L. Repressions of the Lithuanians in Mykolaiv
region during the Great Terror

The purpose – on the basis of documents of fonds R-5859 «The Administra-
tion of the Security Service of Ukraine in the Mykolaiv region» of the
State Archives of the Mykolaiv region to investigate the repression of the
Lithuanian nationality people in Mykolaiv region in the context of two
categories: the first concerns the Lithuanians who settled in the Mykolaiv
region during the Russian Empire period; the second – those who ar-
rived to the Mykolaiv region within the Soviet time. Approximately 20
archival cases on the Lithuanians were selected in the fonds, among
them the cases of persons to whom the extreme penalty were applied
have been discovered in this researching. The author has put forward a
hypothesis regarding to the implementation of the «Lithuanian opera-
tion» in the Mykolaiv region, despite the lack of a direct order from the
Stalinist leadership on the repression of persons of such a nationality
exactly.

Methodology and methods. The general scientific principles of historicism,
objectivity and impartiality, systemacy, complexity and alternativeness
were applied during the processing of archival cases. Methods of actual
historical research are used as well, such as chronological, comparative-
historical, retrospective, biographical, archival heuristics and source stud-
ies either. Due to the untrustworthiness of the documents drawn up by
the National Commissariat of Inner Affairs (NKVD) investigators during
interrogations, they were subjected to critical analysis (factual informa-
tion was taken into account, yet not the interpretation of investigators
and witnesses).

Conclusion. The Lithuanians finding themselves in Mykolaiv region during the
Russian Empire, having survived the Bolshevik terror of the first years of
Soviet power in Ukraine, had already witnessed the drawbacks of the
Soviet regime and did not believe in a Communist Paradise more. They
positioned themselves as average citizens. Although some of them did
utmost was to get out of the USSR to Lithuania, but they didn’t achieve
their goal. The Lithuanians who came to Mykolaiv during the Soviet pe-
riod sincerely believed in Communism, they were members of the Com-
munist Party and returned from the United States precisely with partic-
ular aim to enhance the Soviet economy. Moreover, they took an active
political position and set up a national section under the Mykolaiv County
Committee of the Communist Party. None of the Lithuanians, without
paying attention to the category they belonged to, except the stipulated
A. V. Aleshkevych admitted his guilt, condemned all accuses because
they did not feel them. Their cases were fabricated in the Mykolaiv re-
gional administration of NKVD according to the order of the Stalinist
authorities. Representatives of both categories were repressed and shot
on national grounds. The political leadership of the USSR authorized the
methods of repression of the «Latvian line» against Estonians, Lithua-



nians, Finns and Bulgarians. On December 14, 1937, the NKVD of the
USSR sent a corresponding directive to the republican, regional, and
regional apparatuses of the NKVD. Lithuanians, accused of espionage
and sabotage in 1937–1938, were arrested in Mykolayiv Region under
this directive.

Key words: repressions of the Lithuanians on national basis, the Lithuanians
in Ukraine/Mykolaiv region/Mykolaiv, repressions against the Lithuanians
during the Great Terror.


