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THE PARTICIPATION OF AMBASSADORIAL MISSIONS
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Volodymyr Lahodych

The involvement of the Avar nomad horde in 557/558 in the political system under the leadership 
of Constantinople coincided with the appearance of the formers in the Eastern part of Europe. Upon 
signing the agreement in 557/558 A.D., under which nomads became federates of the Empire, the 
parties upheld the power balance in Balkan and Black Sea coast regions until the death of Justinian 
I in 565. According to this agreement, Avar Khagan Bayan I undertook to defend the Danube Limes 
of the Empire provided that basileus would pay and provide supplies and, in perspective, – would 
give territories of Moesia and Pannonia provinces to nomads for settlement. Also, during this short 
period, the Avar nobility tried to form their own political course, as opposed to the actions of Roman 
emperors. Romans, though, aimed at decentralizing the threat from barbarians.

In practice, it led to a spontaneous, expansionist politic of Avars inside the Roman Empire’s 
sphere of interests in Central-Eastern Europe. This included: Avar raids on Antes tribals, Romei 
federates since the 60s of VI cent. A.D; territorial claims to Constantinople; provision and payment 
demands, and also misinforming Justinian the Great by Avar ambassadors. After Justin II (565–578) 
sat on the throne in Constantinople, Bayan I continued his attempts to quit diplomatic dependence of 
the Empire. As a result, the successor of Justinian the Great, Justin II, tried to cut down the Gordian 
knot in relations with nomads, which provoked the short-term armed confrontation.

�������	
���������������
����
������
���������������
�����
�
��
�������
���
������������������-
leys as a way to exert pressure on their enemy. Apart from that, both parties, during the war, enlisted 
support from the third sides, negatively disposed against the Empire (Francs, Langobards) on the 
one hand and the newly formed Khaganate (Turks) on the other.

Keywords: Avar Khaganate, Byzantine Empire, Justin II, diplomatic relations, Turks, Kingdom of 
the Franks, Kingdom of the Lombards.
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