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Kuzina K. ODPU/NKVD in the Soviet poster and
caricature (1930s and early 1940s)

The aim of the research is to identify and analyze the forms and methods of
visualization of ODPU/NKVD (Joint State Political Directorate /The Peo-



ple’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs) of the USSR in Soviet posters
and caricatures in the 1930s and early 1940s. The author selected and
used 21 poster and 17 caricatures. These were the works of V. Deni,
M. Dolgorukov, M. Khazanovsky, B. Efimov, B. Friedkin and others.

Methods and methodology. General scientific and specifically historical meth-
ods are used in the article. The following methods were used to analyze
the visual data: iconological analysis, content analysis, comparison anal-
ysis. The author interprets posters and caricatures through the prism of
Carl Jung’s theory of archetypes. methods of content analysis of visual
text.

Conclusions. The Bolshevik ideology was based on a binary worldview. The
social and international relations were considered as a confrontation be-
tween «own» and «alien», «heroes» and «enemies». Soviet propagan-
da tried to create a «heroic» image of ODPU/NKVD employees in the
context of the fight against «enemies». These propaganda images ap-
pealed to the archaic ideas of «good» and «evil».

Poster art effectively represented the images of power structures
because of its accessibility and comprehensiveness. That’s why the mass
spectator easily perceived the images of posters. The Soviet poster was
a factor of social mobilization. Posters prompted to fight the enemy. At
the same time, they «legitimized» the actions of state security bodies of
the USSR.

The article analyzes the sign structure of the Soviet posters. The
author concludes that the Soviet agitprop used images and symbols of
religious art and folk epics to manipulate public opinion. In particular,
the placards used such symbolic denotations of organs of the ODPU/
NKVD as lightning, sword, hand, anthropomorphic images. Recipients
knew these symbols well. But in the 1930s these images and symbols
were extrapolated to the socio-political life in another way. The image of
the employees of the State Politburo, and later the People’s Commissar-
iat, was construed as «defender», «guardian», «fair punisher of ene-
mies». Visual images are correlated with verbal, that widely propagated
by the media. These images repeated many times and fixed stereo-
types.

Key words: propaganda in 1930s, soviet posters, soviet caricature, visual
images of ODPU/NKVD.


