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E. . Kravchenko, V. K. Kulbaka  
THE FINDS OF VESSELS WITH THE GRAFFITI INCISED ON IT IN MARIUPOL 

The article deals with the materials taken from the Khazar time burial which was found 
within the territory of Mariupol. There was the vessel with the incised marks on its surface (a 
cross and a figure reminding a menorah).  

The security functions were carried out by these signs and they were depicted by a 
potter who might be a heathen. According to the authors the vessel dipped out from the tomb 
in Mariupol is a valuable evidence which reflects the complex process of spreading of the 
monotheistic beliefs on the Khazar territory during the VIII-IX centuries.  

The main object of the activity held by the preachers was the urban population. The 
heathendom was a belief of the nomadic population and residents of the settlements located 
on the periphery of the Khanate for many centuries. Sometimes it was the heathendom itself, 
sometimes the heathendom got a rather strange forms bordering on the dual faith. The 
examined burial differentiates itself from others Khazar graves. The Khazars did not usually 
make burials of the dead in the deep holes. In this case the burial depth exceeds 2 metres.   

Due to the extant fragments of the Abbasid dirhams and pendants they were able to date 
the burial date not earlier as at the beginning of the IX century.  On the whole the burial we 
are examining is referred to the period when there were great challenges in the Khanate 
which affected the ideological principles of the population.  

At the present time the spread of the monotheism is clearly located only in the regions 
where the population had a long tradition of settlements. They were directly bordered on the 
Byzantine Empire and the Caliphate . 

Key words: Khazar time, a burial, a vessel, monotheistic beliefs, Judaism, Christianity, 
heathendom, dual faith. 
 
 

. .   
 

  8 
 

         
 ’    .      

        
  . ,       

  ,      .   , 
        
       ,   

        ,   
       . 
          

                                                 
8    :  :   :  . . ., 

. , 17–18 . 2002 . – , 2002. – . 99–103. 



 
     .   

  200   –       
      32 .  . .   

.    ,       
     ’   

    32 .  . .     ’   
          

 26 .  . . ,     ,    
     ,  ’  ,   - 

,           
        

  -   . 
 : , ,  ,  . 

 
  ,     , ’    

 ’    .       
   ’ ,         

  ,      .  ,    
,   : ’ , , , 

, , , , , , .   
   “ ” ,        ,  

    .  , - , -
   .      ,  
    [1].      

      . ,   
     ,    

     .          
            

           
,   . . «  ».     

        ,  
,  ,      ,      

    ,     .  
           

,     , , , , , , 
’    .    ,        

    .   ,   
         , 
       .      

 , , , ,     
         

 .        
            

         .   
          

,     ,       , 
    .   

   [2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10]   
     ’    , 

      .   
         



 
 ,          

        
          

      ,  ,  
        ,    
  , ’      

           
 ,    [11].     

     ,    
           

       V–III   . .  
  . ,       –   

 ’  – ’      
       ,    

,    –  ,   
      .     
         

         
.     ,    

  –  ,      
          

         
    .     

          
« »  « »       V–
III .  . .          

         
       [9; 10].   

        ’   
 .        

       
 . ,         

,      .   
   ,       

,    ,     
         
      .    

        ,  
       .   

          
   .    ,  

  ,        , 
: « », « », « », « », « », « », «   », 

« », .        
        « », « », , 

,     .  ,  
          

  [12].          
     –   ,   ,   

  ,      .  
 ,         



 
 ,       

 ,     .  ,    
 ’      (  ,  , , 

)      .     
          

  .        ,  
           

 ,       . 
              

,     ,  ’    
.     ’     

  26 .  . . [13].   ,   
          

   ,       
    ,     

     .    
         
   .     200 

  –         
    32 .  . .   .    

     ,    
 ,          

  [10].    ,    
       

 ’       32 .  . .   
  ’        
      26 .  . . ,     ,   

      ,  ’  
,   - ,          

         
  -   .  

          
             

. ,    ’          – 
.           . 

       
 ’ ,     –   .  

’          ,  
           .   

     ,        
         –  

 . ,  ’         
        

      V .  . .  
 ’          

      [2; 14; 10].     
           

    ,      
   –         

  ,       
  .        



 
  ,           

           
 . ,   , ,      

       .  
   

1.   . .    / . . . – .,1997.  
2.   . .     / . . . – . : 
. , 1973. – 172 .  
3.   . .   / . . . – . : . , 1974. 

– 175 .  
4.   .     / . . – . : , 

1994. – 254 .  
5.   .   –V .  . . / . . – . : -  

, 1998. – 305 .  
6.   . .       

/ . . . – ., 1994. – 416 .  
7.   . .   .    

 / . . . – ., 2000. – 372 .  
8.   . .      

   / . .  // . – 1994. –  3.  
9.   .        

/ . , . . – , 1998. – 60 .  
10.   .      

/ . , . . – , 2000. – 80 .  
11.     :  3 . – . : -    , 1997. – . 1.  
12.   . .     

/ . . , . . . – , 1984. – . 1/2.  
13.  Childe V. G. The First Waggons and Carts from the Tigris to the Severn 

/ V. G. Childe // PPS for 1950. – 1951. – Vol. 17. – P. 177–194.  
14.   . .,  . .       

    // . – 1972. –  6.  
V. C. Kulbaka  

THE UKRAINIAN CRADLE OF THE INDO-EUROPEANS 
The problem of  the origin and spread of the wheeled vehicles in the Old World are 

referred to the examining of the Indo-Europeans. The genesis of the Indo-Europeans, its time 
and location is often used as an important argument by the researchers to mark out the Indo-
European homeland.  

The truck as well as the chariot are one of the factors which and determines the culture 
and life of the Indo-Europeans. Over the last years due to the extensive archaeological 
researches in the territory of new buildings in Southern Ukraine they got new archaeological 
data. It allows to form more reasonable approach to solve the Indo-European problem itself 
as well as and reconsider the origin and spread of the wheeled vehicles.  

The finds of the wheeled vehicles play the key role in solving this important 
contradictory problem. There are about 200 graves (the Copper Age and the Bronze Age) in 
Ukraine. There are the material evidences of the existence of the wheeled transport in the 
region during the 32 century B.C.  So, for the first time in the world one can state with 
certainty that the wheeled transport appeared in Ukraine in the 32 century B.C. It is based on 
a numerous archaeological finds.  

The wheeled vehicles appeared under the influence of migration processes of Ukrainian 
Indo-Europeans through the Balkans and the Caucasus in the Ancient Near East not before 
the 26 century B.C. Thus, Ukraine is the region where the original Indo-Europeans invented a 



 
wheel, a wooden cart and a tent. The cart was used as a portable house. It provided the Indo-
Europeans graziers of the Chernomorsky and Azovsky steppe region with the very useful way 
of life and created the introduction of the world's oldest nomadic economy. 

Key words: the Indo-Europeans, a wheel, a domestication of the horse, the Bronze Age. 
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