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E. . Kravchenko, V. K. Kulbaka  
THE FINDS OF VESSELS WITH THE GRAFFITI INCISED ON IT IN MARIUPOL 

The article deals with the materials taken from the Khazar time burial which was found 
within the territory of Mariupol. There was the vessel with the incised marks on its surface (a 
cross and a figure reminding a menorah).  

The security functions were carried out by these signs and they were depicted by a 
potter who might be a heathen. According to the authors the vessel dipped out from the tomb 
in Mariupol is a valuable evidence which reflects the complex process of spreading of the 
monotheistic beliefs on the Khazar territory during the VIII-IX centuries.  

The main object of the activity held by the preachers was the urban population. The 
heathendom was a belief of the nomadic population and residents of the settlements located 
on the periphery of the Khanate for many centuries. Sometimes it was the heathendom itself, 
sometimes the heathendom got a rather strange forms bordering on the dual faith. The 
examined burial differentiates itself from others Khazar graves. The Khazars did not usually 
make burials of the dead in the deep holes. In this case the burial depth exceeds 2 metres.   

Due to the extant fragments of the Abbasid dirhams and pendants they were able to date 
the burial date not earlier as at the beginning of the IX century.  On the whole the burial we 
are examining is referred to the period when there were great challenges in the Khanate 
which affected the ideological principles of the population.  

At the present time the spread of the monotheism is clearly located only in the regions 
where the population had a long tradition of settlements. They were directly bordered on the 
Byzantine Empire and the Caliphate . 

Key words: Khazar time, a burial, a vessel, monotheistic beliefs, Judaism, Christianity, 
heathendom, dual faith. 
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