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V. C. Kulbaka  

THE PROBLEM OF THE SACRIFICIAL CULT COMPLEX FOUND IN THE 
CHORTOMLYK MOUND 

A silver amphora found in the Chortomlyk mound is one of the most famous work of art 
made by the masters inhabited the territory of the Northern Black Sea. The researchers used 
to explain the scenes depicted on the amphora. The author tries to read the appointment of 
the certain structural elements of the amphora found in the Chortomlyk mound into the 
proper signs of the Soma-Haoma cult.  

There were a number of the strainers in the amphora. It could be caused by the 
polyrrhea of the fluid. The fluid was likely to have a plant origin. So, they used the plant 
pomace juice to prepare a special drink. That drink could be a sacred drink named Soma-
Haoma. The Indo-Aryans use it during the sacrificial rites. They used plants «Macu» (Poppy) 
to make the juice.  The amphora shape can also be correlated with a head of a poppy and its 
«mushroom» crown can be correlated with a curved crown cap of a poppy seed. If you 
examine all three items together (the amphora, a bucket and a basin), you can conclude that 
their purpose was purely religious. And you can interpret the scene depicted on the central 
frieze of the amphora as an ashvamedha which was mentioned in the Rig Veda.  

It should be noted that the ceremonies of offering sacrifices (such as: an ashvamedha or 
Soma-Haoma scarifice) were accompanied with the reading of the sacred hymns by the 
priests according to the Indo-Aryan traditions. The author believes that the image of a man 
with his naked torso and his head frontally on the right side at the central frieze of the 
amphora is the image of a priest saying such hymns during the sacrifice 

Key words: Soma cult, the Scythians, the Chortomlyk mound, a sacrificial complex, the  
Rig Veda. 


