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The polish Aristocrats Potocki in Russian State Dumas
The article highlights the participation of the Potockis who were Polish 

aristocrats in Russian State Dumas.The events of the late 18th century 
that changed the geopolitics of Central and Eastern Europe (elimination of 
Cossack autonomy, the division of Poland), strengthened the position of the 
Russian Empire in the international arena and signi  cantly in  uenced the 
historical fate of Polish and Ukrainian peoples. Polish gentry, and especially 
the aristocracy, from the time of the Kingdom of Poland and the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth had experience of the estate representative 
democracy, from the county to the state level (from dietines to Sejm). The 
aristocrats Potocki, who for centuries were on the list of the wealthiest and 
most in  uential Polish magnates, had the experience of representative 
participation in Sejmiks and the Sejm of Poland, while in the Russian 
Empire they had the experience of being members of the State Duma 
only in the early 20th century.The Russian State Duma was an example of 
short-term efforts of the imperial idea of parliamentary government. In the 
 rst two Dumas (1906 – 1907 years) Polish members of the western and 
south-western provinces of Russia formed the «Territorial Circle». Polish 
aristocrats acted most productively in the  rst State Duma, where they 
consistently demanded the repeal of prohibitions and restrictions concerning 
the Right Bank nobility of Polish origin, introduced after 1863. An important 
 ddle in «Duma orchestra» was played by Polish aristocrats and members 
of the Potockis (Pilawa Coat of Arms), who played an important role in the 
Right-Bank Ukraine and the Kingdom of Poland.

Keywords: Russian Empire, the State Duma, the Potockis, the Polish 
aristocracy.
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Role of English abolitionist movement in the international ban 
of a slave trade and slavery (the end of XVIII – the middle of the XIX 
century)

The author opens process of origin of abolitionist movement in 
Great Britain at the end of the XVIII century. The question of transition 
of movement for slavery cancellation from separate publications against 
horrors of slavery before the organized political movement which achieved 
considerable successes both in parliament, and beyond its limits in the XIX 
century is considered. Ef  ciency of common efforts at the international level 
in  ght against a slave trade and slavery is proved. In article the conclusion 
that the main reason for the termination of a slave trade was the beginning of 
the section of Africa between capitalist powers,  rst of all that territory which 
were areas of active export of slaves is drawn.

Keywords: abolitionism, slave trade, slavery, section of Africa.
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