
In reality, however, the leadership of the district and rural party
organizations could not enforce the grain procurement plans due to highly-
inflated figures, so they refused to approve the plans and demanded to
reduce the rates.

The purpose of the party purge was to replace the ‘saboteurs’ with
the obedient employees, who undertook to ensure in any way the planned
supply of grain to state procurement stations. Also, the demonstrative
massacre of rural communists in three districts of the region was to
force other party members to confiscate grain from the collective farms
and the individual peasant households. The ‘purge’ of rural party
organizations turned into a general ‘purge’ of collective farms.

‘Purge’ of the rural party committees of Solonyansky, Vasylkivsky,
and Velykolepetysky districts lasted throughout December 1932, as a
result of which 28.8% of party members were deprived of their party
tickets. However, mass expulsions from the party, the Komsomol, the
collective farms as well as the imposition of party sanctions could not
radically change the pace of grain procurement in these regions. An
undesirable consequence of the party ‘purge’ was a lack of staff, which
became extremely acute in the countryside.

Key words: repressions, grain procurement, party purge, Vasylkivsky,
Velykolepetysky, Solonyansky districts, Dnipropetrovsk region.
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Pavlo Kravchenko, Roman Podkur. The Features of Criminal Prosecuti
on for Thefts During the Holodomor (1932–1933)

The purpose of the article was to study the circumstances of peasant’s
persecution for thefts during the Holodomor 1932–1933 and the invocation
of the resolution of the General Executive Committee and Council of
People’s Commissars of the USSR «On property protection of state
enterprises, collective farms and cooperation and strengthening public
(socialist) property», issued 7 August 1932.

The methodology bases on the principles of historicism, scientific accuracy
and comprehensiveness. The authors used the anthropological approach
to study archival and criminal cases. The authors also used the problem
and chronological methods as well as the method of specific search to
achieve the goal.

Conclusions. For the top political leadership, the peasants’ thefts of grain
during the confiscation campaign were the «counterrevolutionary crime».
To create legal grounds for condemnation of «robbers of socialist
property», the General Executive Committee and Council of People’s
Commissars of the USSR adopted a resolution «On protection of property
of state enterprises, collective farms and cooperatives and strengthening
public (socialist) property» on August 7, 1932.

The peak of the enforcement of this resolution was in November
1932 – early 1933 and was accompanied by an agitation and propagan-
da campaign. The campaign’s purpose was to sow fear in the party-
Soviet apparatus representatives and force the peasants to hand over
all their grain.

For the Bolshevik leadership in the second half of 1932 – early 1933,
the fact of hiding grain was also a «counter-revolutionary crime». They
did not care about the source of the grain – stolen, produced by peasants
themselves or received for the workday unit.

Through confiscation of grain, the peasantry was forced to search
for new methods of survival. Mass thefts of collective farm grain and
property of other peasants were a reaction to the actions of the communist



regime, which destroyed the traditional evolutionary development of
agricultural production. The aggravating circumstance of such crimes
was the presence of firearms and the thefts of state/collective/cooperative
property.

The specifics of the criminal penalty during the Holodomor 1932–
1933 were that the vast majority of peasants were convicted under ar-
ticles of the Criminal Code of the USSR for tax evasion, refusal to hand
over grain and theft. The terms of punishment were two–five years in
prison. This provoked criticism from the leadership of the People’s Com-
missariat of Justice, which accused the courts of failing to comply with
«party instructions» to grant these offences the status of «counterrevo-
lutionary crimes».

Key words: Holodomor, GPU, criminal punishment, court, People’s Commissariat
of Justice.


